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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1975 

Dear Mr. Conger: 

We hereby agree that the photographs which we are being 
furnished by the White House or the photographs that are made 
by our photographers in the White House will be used only for 
the Zweifel White House In Miniature project o: its promotion 
and for no other purposes. 

We agree that the photographs which have been provided 
to us by•the White House or which our photographers made in 
the White House for the White House In Miniature project will 
not be used commercially and will not be used in newspapers, 
magazines, television programs, or any other public media. 
It is further agreed that any other information we have secured 
due to our work on the White House In Miniature project will 
likewise be confined only to the White House In Miniature project 
and not be the subject of press articles or radio and television 
programs. 

Mr. Clement E. Conger 
The Curator 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Very sine erely, 

John E. Zweifel 
Zweifel International 

Gwen Dycus 
Gwen Dycus, Inc. 

' 
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Barry, 

Has the Press Office 
responded? ~ 

Please return all copies. 

, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 10, 1975 

Mr. Buchen, 

I haven't discussed this with the 
Press Office, but I believe that it 
was right not to film the President 
being painted. This is no different 
than photographing him while 
Milt Pitts trims his hair, and 
offers too much commercial involve­
ment by the President. I see no 
relevancy that the President may 
have been interviewed at the same 
time by a reproter, because that 
doesn't give rise to the same 
Sort of problems. 

Barry 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date __;;'I,.,_)_'I_D __ 

FROM: BARRY ROTH 

ACTION: 

Approval/Signature 

Comments/ Recommendations 

For Your Information 

REMARKS: 

I lt~tRtt'/1/IJ,UIUJ 1-ltiJ wi~J. rAI p,,IJ Olli(,~ 
bw~ C. htlltll<. 1-N.f jlaw•.J ''tiel '-Of fo 
t:1~ 1-A.J fJrutdttt.l 6''"+ r,,.ft4. Tit lJ ,.~ 
"' A;l-f.t,.,,.J flv. n tlt,f•t'•l'"'"1 A1wa ~ltilr 
Milt ,,.,.,.J l.tJI.shtJit•,;.., ~,J D!/.trJ f•• 
lt1t.Hn lDWIMC rtt• ( lA VI( VfWtt/lf- JJ.., f.tt 
flrts iiltnf. l Jtf! It• '''' v•nt y }1\.._ 1- fk 
fru tJ&t\, r ltt-.1 NAIll bt t "'- IYI kf'v/11(/t,/ ... ;-.. 
t-N. t"W'C h~t "'-t ,. ~t•rltr1 h,r. u't 1-~f 
~ou"'r 11Vt. f'Uf f1 ~So~ JtJr-,.. oJ-
rrohffMl· ~ 

-
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Mr. Ronald B. Nessen 
Preas Secretary to tbe President 
The White House 
1600 Petmaylvani.a Avenue, N.W. 
Wasbf.ngtoo, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

Sept.aber 3, 1975 

You were so recently a broadcast newsman yourself I find 
it very difficult to understand your behavior at Vall, 
Colorado. 

An offici.al of tbe Grand l.apida .~rt Mus.- alerted me 
scaett.me ago that Paul COllins, a local artist, would be 
sketching President Ford vhile be vacationed in Vall, in 
the •idctle of Auaa-t. 

I passed that lnfoxaatioo on to our Assipaent Editor and 
vent on vacation myself, assured that a television neva 
crev fro. D«:H t.n Denver, Colorado had been c teared by 
both The White Bouse and the artist to shoot film for ua. 
We had planned not oaly to use the fila for spot neva 
purpoMs but as a part of a special progr• dealf.na with 
a ._orial to the President. 

Upon ., return frca veca.tlon, I vas astounded to leam 
tbat you bad turned the ft.ba crev -y, allepdly aayf.ftg 
acaetbt.na to the effect that tbe President vas 'beccat.na 
"too luaan". Frankly, I didn't knov that was possible. 
Many people ln this area, Mr. Nessen, bave known Mr. Ford 
f.Dtt.ately for over tvo decades. He wouldn' t be seen as 
''too luun" by anyone bere. 

It may well be that you had been badpred too IIIUCh 1n 
preaa conferences. I understand the feeling because I 
have been l.n and out of public relations myself; but your 

-
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Mr. Nessen -2- September l. 1975 

refuaal to allow tbe ICMGH crew to shoot fila on our behalf 
while pe~itttna a newspaper reporter to sit for a personal 
interview with the President ts. in my opillion. a cheap 
shot. 

It is my sincere hope that Mr. Ford bas an opportunity to 
know what traoapirecl at Vall since I am certain that he 
would not wish a recurrence. 

WBG:ag 

Sillcerely. 

Willi• B. Gill 
News Director 

cc: President Ford / 
blind copy: Mr. Philip W. Buchen vr 

,!1- ~~ 
tV~ ~A.-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SH INGTON 

July 6, 1976 

Dear Senator Thurmond: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of the South Carolina. 
Educational Television concerning their request to film a short 
scene on the White House grounds for an educational broadcast. 

The White House grounds are under the administration of the 
National Park Service, Department of the Interior. Filming 
in all park areas is governed by regulations found in 43 CFR 85. 
These regulations generally provide that a written Park Service 
permit is required for all filming activities other than those 
conducted by amateur or bona fide newsreel and television 
photographers. It is my understanding that your request is 
consistent with the Park Service 1 s regulations and policy in 
that the filming relates directly to the interpretation of the 
White House park resources. I have, therefore, referred your 
request to the Park Service with my request that they contact 
your office directly in order to make the appropriate arrangements. 

With best wishes, 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

./ 
;t 

Sincerely, 

if~.~ 
Counsel to the President 

• 

1;:- y 

-
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JOHN C. S'TEHNJS, MISS., CHAIRMAN 

STUART SYMINGTON, MO. STROM THURMOND, S .C. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. JOHN TOWER, TEX. 
HOWARD W. CANNON. NaY. BARRY GOLDWATER, ARt%.. 
YHOMAS J. MC 1MTYitE. N. H. WILLIAM L SCOTt", VA. 
HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA. R08ER1" TAFT, J R., OHIO 
SAM 'NUNN, GA. DEWEY F'. BARTLETT, OKLA. 
JOHN C.. CULVER. IOWA 
GARY HART, COLO. 
P ATRJC.K J , LEAHY, Vt'. COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20St0 T. EDWARD BRASWELL. JR .. CHIEP COUNSEL AND STAFf' DIRECTOR 

Honorable Philip . Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
v!hi te House 
Vlashington , D. C. 

Dear r-1r . Buchen: 

J !1.0 29, 1976 

The South Carolina Educational Television (ETV) 
is in the process of visitin~ and filming various 
his torical points of interest in the United States . 
Their efforts will result in a series of films which 
will be used to introduce children , first and second 
grades, to their America . 

ETV has contacted me in hones of filmin~ a short 
s cene consisting of two youn;s people walkinz up the 
steps of the ~t!hi te House. The cre"t·r l'rill consist of 
five _ndividuals and they would ltke to film during 
the afternoon of either July 15 or 16, L 76 . The 
primary audience will be South Carolina; however, 
neighboring states do pick up certain pro~rams. 

I believe this to be a ·v1orthy endeavor and \·rould 
appreciate your assistance in providing the necess'ary 
clearance for this matter . 

With kindest regards and best wishes , 

Very truly , 

Strom Thurmond 

ST/xt 
• 

? 

.. ,. 
t• ... 

' 
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called to ask Barry to 
send over the file on 
"Eleanor and Franklin" 
and he had gone to a 
meeting • 

Here's our file -- I 
am not sure it is up to 
date. 

' 



Frklay 7/10/76 

.I 

ltlO Marty Kata, Director ol Film Production (Zl3) Z77-ZZll 
Operadou and Admlnt•tratlon for ABC Tele•lon, Xt. 1453 
wutad to talk with Mr. Buchen. 'l1ley are 
doing a sequel to Eleanar and Frankllll. 

Traaaferrecl the call to Barry Roth. 

' 
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: TLX TVECENTFOX LSA 1975 J 'L M r·7 2 46 
' ZCZC 11 VUX TDL VESTLOSANGELESCALIF 7/1~/75 

• PillS PKILL IP BUCKIN 

' V KITE HOUSE 
10 

n VASKINBTON, DC 
12 DEAR IIIR • PRESIDENT, 
13 

14 TALENT ASSOCIATES/NORTON SIMON t INC. IS PRESENTTL Y FILIUNG • 
15 ELEANOR AND FRANKLIN,• A FOUR HOUR SPECIAL fOR ABC ENTERTAINMENT. 
16 

17 THIS IS A IIOST DIGNIFIED, PRESTIGIOUS PICTURE WHICK VE FEEL 
11 WILL BE OF BREAT INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE TO THE VIEWING 
19 

20 PUBLIC. FOR THIS PICTURE WE NEED A SHOT OF A liMOUSINE DRIVIN~· UP 
21 TO THE NORTHWEST GATE OF THE WHITE HOUSE orr or PENNSYLVANIA 

n AVENUE AND PULLING UP TO THE NORTH PORTICO. IT IS AT THIS POINT 
24 IN TKE SCRIPT THAT MRS • ROOSEVELT HAS BEEN SUMMONED BACK TO TKE 
IS 

a WHITE HOUSE FROII A SPEAKING ENBAGEMENT TO BE ADVISED OF THE DEATH 

• 

( 
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....! 

3 

4 

6 or HER HUSBAND, THE PRESIDENT. THE ACTRESS, JAN£ ALEXANDER, WHO 

PORTRAYS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, GETS OUT or THE LIMOUSINE AND WALKS 

' TO THE FRONT DOOR or TRE WHITE HOUSE. SHE IS GREETED THERE !Y 
10 

11 THE PRESIDENTIAL AIDE AND THEN ,ENTERS THE FRONT DOOR OF THE . 
12 W KITE HOUSE • THIS WOULD COMPLETE THE SEQUENCE, WHICH HAPPENS 
1J 

14 TO BE PART OF THE OPENING SCENE OF THE PICTURE • WE HAVE ASKED FOR 
15 PERMISSION TO FILM THIS SEQUENCE ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 1975. 
16 

u WE HAVE CONTACTED VARIOUS DIGNITARIES IN WASHINGTON, INCLUDING 
11 MESSRS. PHILLIP BUCHEN, (WHITE HOUSE>, BILL KASTLEMAN,<VHITE 
19 

zo HOUSE>, SAM MARLER, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ELNER ATKINS, 
21 JACK FISK AND MR. BOLIN, ALL or NATIONAL CAPITOL PARKS, SENATOR 

n CRANSTON, SENATOR TUNNEY AND MR • RON NESSEN. OUR UNIT PRODUCTION 
24 "ANAGER EDWARD TEETS, MADE A TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. TO ARRANGE 
lS 

u FOR THE REQUIRED PERMISSION AND VAS ASSURED IT WOULD !E OKAY TO 
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6 PROCEED WITH OUR PLANS, AND ON MAY 18TH WE RECEIVED VERBAL AP,ROVAL 

, FROI IIR. BOB lEAD'S OFFICE FOR DO lNG THIS PARTICULAR SCENE ( 

' IN THE REQUIRED AREA. THIS PRODUCTION, BUDGETED AT A COST WELL 
10 

n OVER A IIILLION DOLLARS, PROCEEDED ON THE ASSUMPTION WE COULD DO 
12 THE FIUIINQ AT THE EXTERIOR OF THE WHITE HOUSE IN THE EARLY 
13 

'4 MORNING HOURS, 5a30 All TO 9&00 Alii SO AS NOT TO INTERFERE WITH 
15 TRAFFIC AND GOVERNIENT PERSONNEL. ON JUNE 19TH WE WERE ADVISED 
16 

, 7 SUCH PERIIISSION KAD BEEN RESCINDED. 
11 WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU INTERCEDE SO THAT WE MAY 
19 

H VISUALLY DEPICT THE IIIPACT OF THIS HISTORICAL IIOIIENT WHICH IS SO 
21 VITAL TO THE STORY. NAY I ASSURE YOU THAT NEITHER THE AMERICAN 
22 

u BROADCAST INa COMPANY NOR TALENT ASSOCIATES/NORTON SIMON, INC • 
24 WOULD ASK PERMISSION TO FIUI! ANY SCENE WHICH MIGHT BE CONSTRUED 
25 

l 

( 

( 

( 

fi TO BE DEROGATORY TO THE DIQNITY OF THE WHITE HOUSE. I RESPECTFULLY c 

.. 
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' AWAIT YOUR DECISION AND SINCERELY HOPE IT WILL BE FAVORABLE TO 

• us. 
' 

10 

n DAVID SUSSKIND 

" EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
u 
1• TALENT ASSOCIATES/NORTON SIMON t INC • 
15 CAR! 20TH CENTURY •FOX STUDIO 
" 17 1 0201 W. PICO BLVD. 
11 LOS ANCIELESt CALIF • 90035 
19 

,. TELEPHONE <213> 277-2211 t EXT. 1386 
21 TELEX NO I i7 4875 
n 
n NNNNNNN 
14 

25 

26 
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JulJ J, 1915 
WHZ 

UORANDUM J"OR: PETE ROUSSEL 

i"ROM: BARRY ROTH' 

SUBJECTa Fllmi.!J oa !II! White Hoge OnWe 

Ae od Hllle meatloMd to ,_, ae pel'mlt be ...... I~'• .... ltJ tbe 
Natloaal Pal'k S.I'Ylce fol' lbe ftlm&aa of ''FRANKLIN AND ELEANOR" 
oa tile Y..lllte HouM 1~'••-•· Holreftr, ta.y wW M anow.tcl to cloM 
.off Pe-rtftala A..- .... ly o• _,....., .... tMf wlU place 
pei'IM cal'a Oil tile •tw•t a.ad fllll\ a UmoaelM 41'l'f'iq ap to tile 
Wlalte Houe Gate. 

Altllloqla tben laae 1teea eome collfwlloa Oil tlal• oae, U.r wen 
M"l' pi'Oral•d ol' as-aaeed tile Nqalnd permlt from tbe Matloaal 
Pal'k Semca .. mm oa tlae Wlllte •••• arouada. Pal'k Stmc•'• 
,.uc,. la tlale matter la aet otd la t1ae •ttac.bad letter fnm Pbll 
Buchen NI&Nlac 1M ftlmtaa el ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN. 
CieMraUr, 110 co.-I'Clal ftlml81 wW be allowed oa tM blte 
Houee JI'OWlde. A• ro• bow, oace ,.. allow oae ezc:epUoa, 
tlwn l• naUr ao lelal ba•l• for deaylq otMr nq•ate. 

Doa't a.aitate to ,,,. me a call if ,.. Jaaw aar mol'e crQe•tlou 
ta dale naucl. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ju~ JO, 1975 

MEMORANDtM FeR : ROD HILlS 

FRCM s PETE ROUSSEl 

Don Rumsfeld received a call last 
week from Paul Keyes concerning a re­
qmst fran too producer of the ABC/ 
Paramount film, "Franklin and Eleanor," 
to film pDDtions of it inside too 
White House grounds. 

Paul says that the producer alleges 
to have received permission to do such 
filming from the counsel's office but that 
this was rescinded after the decision was 
made to deny similar permission to the 
"All the President 1 s Men" company o If 
this is the case , Paul feels it's un1~ir, 
particularly s1.oce one is a historical 
drama . 

I promised him I would pass this 
on to your office and let him know 
should there be any change on this o 

' 



Phil, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'/~ 5 

One of the discrepancies of the attached letter 
is that we all agreed not to allow them to shoot 
inside the White House. (this, indeed, has not 
been done in the past) It was my understanding · 
that they would build a set in Hollywood for 
this particular scene. 

Also, there was an earlier letter which I have 
attached. Also, you should be aware that we 
told them they could film only when the President 
was out of town. This has been our practice in 
the past. We advised them that he was going to 
be in town on the dates mentioned, and would 
have to wait until he left. 

Also attached are my memos (copies) to Cheney 
and Nessen. 
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TALENT ASSOCIATES/NORTON SIMON, INC. 
10201 West Pica Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90035 

June 18, 1975 

(213) 277..-.2211 
Ext. 1313 

Mr. Robert Mead AIRMAIL SPECIAL 
Old Executive Office Bldg. 
Room 352 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Mead: 

Following my discussion with Helen Collins this morning in 
regard to our use of the White House in the Talent Associates/ 
Norton Simon, Inc ., production of "ELEANOR AND FRANKLIN", I'd 
like to follow it up with the latest specifications of our 
request. 

I've been told by Helen that we've been granted permission to 
film on the White House grounds on Friday, August 8, 1975, 
after my letter of request dated May 23, 1975. Due to a 
schedule change we'd now like to be given permission to film 
on Thursday, August 7, 1975, instead. We'd like to start 
very early in the morning with the shot of the limousine 
coming down Pennsylvania Avenue and turning into the N.W. gate 
of the White House, (early enough so we'll be off the street 
by 6:30A.M.). We would then complete our filming on the 
driveway and North Portico of the White House. We figure 
that if we do the work early in the morning, many of the 
potential problems involving traffic, public and tours will 
be eliminated. Then we would 1 ke to move inside the White 
House and film in tAe lower corridor off the South Portico 
o~ in tbe foyer inside the North Portico. This is a brief 
sequence, (~page), where an aide greets Eleanor and she then 
moves off to another room. 

As you know, our reason for bringing the filming to Washington 
is the White House, so you can appreciate our concern about 
getting written permission to film there. 

I look forward to hearing from you as soon as DOssible. 

s~yely~ ~ 
~?HZ 
Edward Teets, Unit Production Mgr. 

cc: Helen Collins "ELEANOR AND FRANKLIN" 
~4cit%)f:f>.SIO~IXIXlX~X~]d~10c£~1t01tbtblXttOOltXl:ZliJOX'81MXJc 



TALENT ASSOCIATES I .NORTON SIMON, INC. 

10201 West Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, Cal if. 90035 

~.:r • .H.onert k .. ead 
Old Executive Office Bldg . 
Room 352 
~~ashington , D.c . 20500 

Dear lv'lr . ..fead : 

¥ridl y , fuy ~3 , 1975 

\ 

'Follov'ii rt our discussion with you and Helen Collins of severc.tl 
weeks a•o l'd like to s ecify our requests in regard to our 
use of the v.hi te louse grounds in the production of "Eleanor 
and ]'ranklin" • 

Our shot consists of a 1940 limousine in 1 .ich Eleanor Roose­
velt is seated coming dovm .rennsylvania ;ivenue and turning 
in to the N. W. te of the ·v~hi te House . The c r proceeds up 
to the entrance and Eleanor gets out of the car and enters. .... .1 () J 
If it is ut all o sible we ' d like to film in an interior , •• 
corridor or foyer for , ?age of di lo ue ere an a1de greets 
Eleanor and she then raoves off to another room • 

.nt the present time we ' d like to film this se .uence on Friday , 
August , 1975 . Vte ' d lil(e to )lace period cars on Pennsyl­
vania .• venue, and block traf __ c for a short eriod of time 
for the a proach shot . .1e ' d like to .J~ ~ ce a oum.era on the 
sidewalk outside the .11.1 te House grounds , and one across the 
street on the sidewalk south of Lafayette 'ark . 

I re lize the com.plexi ties of filming at the t'ihi te House c..I.d 
, e ' 11 cooper te any way we ca 1 . .[l.S we get closer to ~~uzust 
I ' ll keep you osted on a cLillges we ffiay ve , and ~erhaps 
you could give me an idea as to what the White ouse schedule 
is for that portion of the grounds . 

~/~~ 
Ld ar Teets ~ 
Unit .~;reduction Mana,;~ ~ 
"Eleauor and J!'ranklin\t\ 

cc Helen Collins 

, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 24, 1975 

RONNESSEN / 

DICK CHE~NEY V 

BOB MEAD . 
ABC-TV Special 

ABC-TV, in conjunction with 20th Century Fox is now in production of 
a four-hour special, "Eleanor and Franklin" to be aired this summer. 

They have requested from us one exterior shot of the White House 
when "Eleanor" drives up to the North Portico after she learns her 
husband is dead. They wish to use an automobile of that era for the 
drive up, and also line two or three vintage 1940 along the drive for 
effect • . 

I see no problem in this under a controlled environment. 

ex..),,. i4J,. 
APPROVE: Vt ~L; DmAPPROVE: 

---------------------

1 . 
·J~~: 

cc: Dick Keiser -~.~. , . _,......---
Lt. Keller ~- , 

---

-

' 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 24, 1975 

RON NESSEN 
DICK CHEN~ 

BOB MEAry'/K_ 

ABC-TV Special 

ABC-TV, in conjunction with 20th Century Fox is now in production of 
a four-hour special, "Eleanor and Franklin" to be aired this summer. 

They have requested from us one exterior shot of the White House 
when "Eleanor" drives up to the North Portico after she learns her 
husband is dead. They wish to use an automobile of that era for the 
drive up, and also line two or three vintage 1940 along the drive for 
effect. 

I see no problem in this under a controlled environment. 

APPROVE: __ -:)<,"7"--_.__ __ _ 

,10' ~eo¥! 
t(__?u£ ~ ~ s _ 

cc: Dick Keiser 
Lt. Keller 

\ 
; 

DISAPPROVE:--------

, 
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'naaaday 7/U/75 

Alia Flallu Ia S•ator "1\r=.,•• offlc:e called to ~ 
about the cleaJal to Darid Su•Mid to fUm oa tlut 
W1dte ao.&ae aroaad• lor "El•aor aacl F.rakUa" • 
I traulerred tlae call to Bu~. 
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'NAS<-;INGTON 

August 10, 1976 

Dear Stan: 

This is in response to your letter of July 26, 1976, concerning­
the possibility of filming a balloon take-off and descent from 
the White House lawn as part of a travelogue by Rudi Thurau. 

The White House grounds are under the control of the National 
Park Service, Department of the Interior. I have consulted 
with representatives of the National Park Service and they have 
advised me that filming in all parks is covered by regulations 
found in 43 CFR §5. It is the policy of the Par~ Service to 
strictly limit access to the White House grounds for filming 
purposes. Access is afforded only for bona fide newsreel 
2nd news television activities and filming activities conducted 
by or in cooperation with the National Park Service and which 
relate directly to the interpretation of the White House park 
resource. This policy is designed to provide the least possible 
disruption to activities conducted within the White House area 

0 

and to afford the greatest protection for this historical park 
resource. In fairness to everyone concerned, this Administration 
has consistently denied all requests for filming activities on the 
\'{hite House grounds except as described above. 

Accordingly, we are unable to respond favorably to your request,· 
but I trust you will understand our position. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

1:4£. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

Mr. Stanton W. Todd· 
Ralph Windoes Travelogues, Inc. 
1326 McKay Tower 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

' 



Barry, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1976 

Mr. Buchen hasn't seen the 
original yet. I believe he 
would want a draft response 
from you, if possible, please. 

shirley 

' 
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A. Cf:CIL 1-lOUGHTON JULIAN &ROlAE:R * 
1326 N-,d(ay Tower .... Grand l<apids, /Aichigi':ln 49502 ..•. ( 616) l~59-9597 

SCt T~~-S. ':'/Of~l:D T}-· •U \¥1NDOJ;S 

rvlr. Phil i.p Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The Vv':oi.te House 
l600 Pennsyl vani.a A venue 
\1\/ashington, D. C. 20004 

Dear Phil: 

July 26, 1976 

ln the course of Jerry Ford's career, I have asked two favors; 
the first, to appoint Bob Walker of the Grand Rapids Post Office 
to a higher position many years ago, and the second more recently, 
when I asked you to intercede for Judge Robert Kelleher for an 
appointment to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals in California, 

[\low I have an interesting favor to ask. The enclosed newspaper 
story tells it all. 

F~udi Thurau would like to conclude his filmed face of America -
11 Up and Away Over The U.S .A. 11 -with a take-off and descent 
1°t-·om the \Nhite House lawn. The balloon would be tethered. He 
believes that this filmed sequence would be an appropriate con­
clusion to the travelogue he is shooting this summer. 

You may recognize me in the lower photograph of the newspaper 
story assisting Rudi in his take-off last Thursday morning. 

Be'w--i~hes, _ 

_!~,/'----· 
--~ -c_ 

c' 
Stanton W. Todd 

' 
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On ___ ._evening, , t.'rJ.e------------------------
(date) 

Club HLl pres~mt its _____ program of tl1e "'riV\VEL l'u"JD ADVENTURE SERIES" 

i:lL--- P.H. in the Auditoriul11~ 

HUDI THi1R~U maintains his residence in Hollywood, California¥ Ha was born and 

educated in Hamburg, Germany and spent his early life there during the war years. 

His unwelcome contacts with the ravages of war gave him the desire to travel around 

the world and try to spread a little better understanding among the peoples of other 

countriE?S. He bicycled his way to India - crossed the Sahara desert by motor scoot­

er -· sa:Lled down Africa's wild Niger River, and traveled large parts of Africa be­

fore coming to the United States. He has been roaming the world and photographing 

bizarre and unusual out-of-the way places for many years. 

Rudi's ca.'T!era captures excitement, romance and adventure quite unlike the usual 

tours outlined for tourists. In his latest adventure, RUDI invites us to come 

"UP I>..ND AWAY OVER THE U.S .A." in his seven story hot air balloon. Float majest­

ic.:ally through the skies in a >vicker basket at the mercy of the winds. Drift be­

·tween t.he clouds and across the tree topsy Journey over towns al1.d streams and 

share l~erica's many natural wonders from an unusual vantage point. 

See the Grand Canyon, the Grand Tetons and the Great American Desert and Plains. 

Enjoy t"~'le senic Dells country of Wisconsin and drift across breathtaking Niagara 

Falls, all while aloft in RT.JDI 's balloon the "Condor." 

See the great balloon race in Indianola, Iowa and learn why this is a sport whiCh 

intrigues so many people. Participate in a balloon wedding. Experience the thrills 

and chills of dangerous landings in odd places. The world of ballooning provides 

a perfect setting for the special hilimor of RUDI THURAU. 

Ever since 1783 when balloonists in France turned man's century old dream of 

flight into a reality, man has been fascinated with sailing through the skies •. 

Indulge your fantasies of flight in this all color travelogue. Full musical back­

ground and hurr.orous live narration enhance this audience-pleasing adventure~ 

"UP AND AWAY OVER THE U.S.A." with RUDI THURAU. 

..-
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Grortd llapids Pnm Photographs by JIM 5 T ARKfY 

FILLING RAPIDLY with air, the ba1loon· Condor begins to show buoyancy. 

Calder Focus of Balloonist. 
ilming E~ce _ of ~me rica-

By Am Shackelford 

Smce .June 10, Rudi Thurau's job has been 
pretty much up in the air. And. Thurau wants it 
t'l stay there. 

A fi\mmakE'r lrl.'tur<'r from Hollywood, Calif., 
,,... • • • ' •· • , l- • ~ir bal1M!1S. So he', 

• 

"I think we were traveling 25 to 30 knots, 
about 500 feet up," he said. "It was a good, 
smooth ride. The sky wasn't as clear as it was 
earlier, not as good for filming~ but I did get at 
least 100 feet from the air- of the river, the· 
auditorium, those offices on the plaza and your 
Calder." 

; .. 
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~ K WAN IS CLUB OF ARLI · GTO ~ I C. 
OJ JlJlM2n1:A., ]luL 1111L f1n.naaL 

Travel and Adventure Ser·es 

Arlington Temple 
1835 N. Nash St. 
Arlington, Virginia 
1976-77 

. 8:00 P~M~ Sharp 
Kiwanis Theme for 197 6 

11TOUCH A LIFE" 

For Tickets or Information 
COMPLETE· SERIES 

$8.00 
INDIVIDUAl PROGRAM 

$2.~ 

Call: Charles Purcell JA 8-0920 . 
Mailing Address: 3033 N. Pollard Street · 

Arlington, Virginia 22207 

Make~'fe.·~~ ·P~yable;, KIWANIS CLUB OF ~RUNGTON, INC. 

' 
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Thursday, February 1 0, 1977 
Friday, February 11, 1977 

JOE ADAIR 

"N . p " orweg1.an anoramas 
The fragrant fjords of springtime Norway have nevef' been more 
majestic! The magic of the color camera carries us along from lofty 
·mountains to fertile valleys, from towering waterfalls to sleepy glaciers, 
and from busy south to far, frigid north. The scenic splendor 
of the "land of the Midnight Sun" is surpassed only by the 
promise of a wonderfully warm reception by the hospitable 
Norwegians who take a personal interest in the success of our 
visit. A youthful and fun-filled view of Norway. A spectacular film! 

Thursday~ March 10, 1977 
Friday, March 11, 1977 

RAY GREEN 

"Russia and Its People" 
The priceless crown jewels, the gold-domed cathedrals, and for­
mer Czarist p9laces within the Moscow Krerttlin may now be seen 
in RAY GREEN's magnificent film on RUSSIA. All aspects of Soviet 
life are viewed in this all-color motion picture. The factory, the 
farm, theatres, museums, churches, schools, sports and markets 
are afl investigated by RAY GREEN's probing camera. The film 
is an uncensored, non-political view of life in a foreign country that 
has many secrets. It is an experience that will long be remembered. 

Thursday, April 14, 1977 
Friday, April 15, 1977 

RUDI THURAU 

"Up and Away Over The U.S.A." 

Come ballooning with adventuring filmmaker RUDI THURAU. Float 
through the ·skies in a seven story hot air balloon called the "Condor." 
Share America's spectacular natural wonders from coast to coast in a 
wicker basket at the mercy of capricious winds. See the Grand Can· 
yon, the Grand Teton Mountains, deserts and the Great Plains. Drift 
across Niagara Falls and see the interria~onal balloon races in In­
dianola, Iowa. Watch a balloon wedding. Full musical background 
and a humorous narration make this a "HIGH ADVENTURE." 

FJORDS IN NORWAY 

FOUNTAINS IN MOSCOW 

, 

SOARING BALLOON 
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From the ~esk of . . . 

HARRY SHERMAN 

September 22, 1976 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Don Penny suggested I send you 
this material in regard to our 
request for a filming permit 
in connection with "ELEANOR AND 
FRANKLIN: THE WHITE HOUSE YEARS.rr 



SUGGESTED BASIS FOR FILMING PERMIT 

A motion picture of unique cultural 

merit based on authentic historical 

documentation of previous generations, 

the material of which would be available 

for educational purposes at all levels 

as well as a permanent record in the 

National Archives of the country. 

.. -
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JOliN J, O'CONNOR 
~ l( .. ·-.l( 
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Sunshine and 
Clouds on the 

-Current Scene 

, .. 

•I 

!. ·' •F itsh and pull, optimism and discouragements, 
·r,~ elation and depression-televbion tends to work 
t;i.\ . >' il5 wonders in extremes, perhaps especia.lly for 
l-~· · , reviewers. An ABC Sports mogul has Jus net-
':.~ work's press department call from Montreal 
Ji . during the Olympics to complain that my re-
iews are not "positive" enough. 1'he cool gall, delivered by 
pologetlc proxy, is staggering. But then, the very next day, 
attend a memorial service for a woman called Joan Mack 

ild am reminded that there are decent and intelligent people 
~mng in the troubling business of broadcasting. · 

Joan Mack, dead after a long and courageous confronta­
'ln with cancer, was one of those who labor behind the 
enes without ego thumping. For years, she worked at what 
now WNET/13. She had two goals: quality programing 

.d finding the money to get it on the air. Her financing 
rategies were instrumental for the presentations of, among 
her things, "Theater in America," "Dance in America," "The 
idm!l Chronicles" and WNET's Television Laboratory. At 
r memorial service, one listened to the words of Howard 
nerov, Robert Frost, Dylan Thomas and Robinson' Jeffers, 

.: the world or 1V began to tremble again with the com­
ling presence or possibilities. 

• • • • 
~murnlng to ·the emptier. end of U1e spectrum, I am 

·-·bte1! to my colle.ague Kay Gardella, TV critic of the New 
.It Dally Ne\'v.s. On one of her annual trips to the West 
.st, during which she heroically Jistens to the latest pro­
ncements of starlets and producers, Miss Gardella gath-
1 a priceless gem from a CBS programing executive. The 
:r.ct was "Spencer's Pilots," a new early-evening series 
•1t barnstormers. The executive's analysis: "It's the kind. 
rrles where people are getting killed all the time. ll's the 
•Stormer against the elements or a malfunctioning plane. 

.. vholesome action adventure." In a novel, as they say, 
, ublic would not buy a character talking like that. 
On the other hand, this past Wednesday evening CBS 
· d a two-hour production called "To America," which 

.l :1ot completely successful in realizing its complicated 
- .tion, but, I am willing to bet, was infinitely more ad­

'>le U1an a barnstorming format is likely to be. Produced 
\vrltten by DeWitt L. Sage, Jr., directed by Mr. Sage and 
ll l<ainin, "To A~rica" combined documentary se­
·.-es with "directed re-enactments or actual events," and 
gle fictional ingredient of an elderly Italian immigrant 

... 
,• I , t 'f. • 

Notes: Are You . . 

Ready· £a~: Mote:,; 
~C6mmercia.ls?.· -. 

-~ · . 

'Y LES DRO.WN 

·rs who f<'rl thnt tlwr!' 

' .,. . . '\ ~ . 
I Jions any Way .they can get 

them, but-as with the net· 
works' plans to expand n,.w!;'-
, •• , t 

''.1 -' J • , , :: 11, the portrayal ne\·er rose above th~ Jew! of a 
calculated "performance." 

The rest however, was rooted In reality, the reality ot 
two young r~fugee families ~rom caste~ ~urope t'?'ing to .get 
into America and then trymg to surv1ve here. 1 he Dorms, 
both tra:ned in theater am! film, an~ their two children wcm 
from Bulgaria. Andrzej Bozek and hts sm~ll son escaped from 
Poland forced to leave Mrs. llozek behmd, at least tempo· 
rarity. 'There was nothing aggressively upbeat about "To 
America." 'fhese were people simply trying to cope, some­
tiiues being treated kindly, sometimes with almost heartless 
disinterest, nearly always with a little less dignity than they 
deserved. B<>autifully photographed, "To America" was gen- ., ---~!'!.'l!,.,lr'l'll'"'"'!!f"!"':!' 
erally admirable television. .. , . . . . . ~ 

'· For the time' being, Nicholas Johnson Is choosing· to'focu5 
on another side of television. Formerly a membt·r of the ' 
Federal Communications Commission and now chairman of 
the National Citizens Committee for Broadcasting, Mr. John­
son is vigorously attacking programs that do "injury to people 
and the nation." He sees TV becoming a college for crinte, 
crammed with courses in everything from mugging to arson, 1 

Reasonable observers, particularly those with no finan· . 
clal stake in broadcasting, will certainly sympathize with Mr. 
Johnson's anxieties, but I have reservations about one of his 

. currt:nt solutions. That Is, to identify sponsors whose prod­
- ucts are advertised on what he considers violent programs 
. and, presumably; to encourage boycotting of those products. 
The concern is understandable, but the tactics could be ~ 
dangerous. If sponsors were encouraged to ignore programing i 
objectionable to the watchdog organization, they could also 
be encouraged to ignore other programing that may be con· 
sidered objectionabJe for entirely diff~rent reason's. They may, I 

for instance, avoid association with a play by Tennessee 
Williams or David Rabe. The entire question of sponsors 
getting invotv-ed in the content of a program is complex and 
potentially incendiary. . . • . . . . ., . 

Can TV be used to positive ends? Obviously, yes. One or 
the more impressive projects of this past season was mounted 
in the School District of Philadelphia by Michael P. Marcase, 
board superintendent, and Michael McAndrew, director of TV· 
related projects. The district had been experimenting with 
course plans in which groups of 1,800 stud~nts were provided 
in advance with scripts of such programs as "The Missles of 
October" and "I'll Fight No More Forever" coupled with ap. 

ropriate classroom exercises developed by the teaching staff 
Painter Fritz Scl 

· of the tensions o 
... 

. I 

This yenr, with the assistance of ABC-1V and David 
Suskind Productions, Mr. McAndrew escalated the project 
dramatically with the two-part presentation of "Eleanor and 
Franldin." The complete script was printed as a special 
supplement in the Philadelphia Enquirer and, Jn addition to 
reaching the approximately 800,000 regular readers of the 
newspaper, was delivered for study prior to the airing or the 
shows to the l 26,000 students of the entire secondary school 
populat!on. The national Nielsen ratings for the programs 
were h1gh: 30 on Sunday, 32 on Monday. The ratings in 
~hilad~lphia were extraordinary: 48 and 51. In a pilot study . 
mvolvmg more than . 5,000 students in 'this 1V experiment, , : 
Mr. McAndrew has dtscovered U1at none scored less than an • f' :? 
advance of one year in reading skills, while many advanced 1 

• • <; ~ -· ~ . 
three years. ln addition; aft'i'r tm,. showing of "Eleanor and ---------..-· _ ... ....,. 
Franklin." Joseph Lash's book nbout the Roosevelts was sold 
out In the Philadelphia area. The other networks, according 
to Mr. McAndrew. are now anxious to par•ticipate in similar 
projects Jnvolving quality programi~g. 

•. .. .. 
:,. ~ . · .... '·i • ' • .. -~·:· ,. . .,. 

Other 'stations In the ·west 
have tried similar magazine , 

·. fom1ats, but what is signifi- ! 
cant about this entry is that 1 

. it . will be offered nightly at 1 
· · '7:30 by one of the more influ­

ential of trend-setters among) 
brondcast companies, Group : 
W (Westinghouse). The other ; 
four Group W stations-all ' 
ot them in principal cities-:­
have already Indicated that 
they will adapt "Eve11ing" for 
their own markets ir it sue- , 

. cccds in San l'rands.·.1. · 
tr th:~t ~'""I'·' ' .. ~- . 

the creative lockstep of the 
existing three. With the biJl 
networks steadily luring 
away HTN's mo~t successful 
sports events, the company 
has had to branch into enter· 
tainment and now has two 
regular series, "Outdoors 
With Liberty Mutual" on 70 
stations and "Steve Allen's 
I.augh-Back" on about half 
that number. It also carried 
the recent prime-time special, 
"Mar,ic, Magic, Ma~ic." wilh 
Harry Rhr lr~tnt" l r • '· 

------~~----~-~-· -. 
, Arter years ot belni,. m&! 

~ sacred by the media~- th 
; American Indian is ' no\ 

nbout to he ·killed with kind 
ness. At least that's the dari 

· suspicion of one with lndiar 
blood in his veins who bll! 
viewed advanced screenings 
of a series of six half-hour 
programs called "American 
Indian Artists,'' which began 
amng this past Tuesday_ 

<at 8~n Channel 13: 
( .. say ' ih~ba'bove without 

me;jfling to di1Courage view.J 
ers from watch(tig this mini- • 

· series, which do~ Jndeod 
. have merit. It'~ -just that the' 
· programs a~,Q have 11~rious~ 
defidcn('!e.;-whlch t w 1ll trv 

-

' 
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· _,' / , :/ / . · . .' a night to national and world new" ••• has not ~ rd. .. (j- zv.: "The absrlrdity of television devoting only 30 mmute" 

~'~~ tt ~ / eluded the moce mponsib/e bm~doaslm." (L£• a,own) 

TV VIEW 
JOHN J. O'CONNOR 

Stude11ts Are 
Being Taught 
'To Be Critical 

m.r~~ he students had just filed into thr clllssroom 

~
'} when a young man was accosted by two 
}~ guards, charging that they "thought" he wu 
'~: the one they saw smoking marijuana In the 
~ hallway. The student protested hi" innocence, 
'; but the guards, hostile and verbally abusive, 

pla~d him "under arrest" and then discovered a switchblade 
knife in his briefcase.-"'' the teacher protested, and as . 
the other lltudents and a guest observer looked on In 
embarrassment and indignation, the student was removed 
from the classroom. · 

The ~tting wu real: the George Wingate High School 
on Kingston Avenue In Brooklyn. The incident had been 
slaj!;ed with chllling realism. "It's not right," one girl 
explained, "but It happens." The :~cene had been devised 
by Stoven Forman, the teacher, as a prelude to consideration 
of the question: "Is the television imat:e of Jaw enforcement 
real?" 

The elective cour!ie on Constitulit>nal l:tw, stre~sing 
the right!> of print~ citizen!;, was established at the ~chool 
hy the young Mr. Forman. Dut' the introduction or 
Celr:vision a~ 11 major tool in that course ha.s been designed 
by Prime Time School TV, a non-profit organization based 
at 120 S. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. With a national readership 
of about 200,000 teachers (the annual dues nrc now being 
raised to $10 per member). PTST has been distributing 
",uldes" and material to be used by teachers, parents 
and 11udents in conjunction with watching certain television 
pt"Obf&m~. u-sually "specj.;Jls.-"'· The- organti3tign is currently 
expanding into "curricuTum units.'' six· to eiJ:}lt·'lo\Tek 
program~ that "'·ill link blocks- of TV programs to broad 
aubjoc:t.s for clauroom J>tudy and exploralton. 

FormiJl's cluses are in on~ of 33 schools-u.-Nn. 
I'Uburban, rural-recruited acros~ the country for a JYfST 
pijot project called '"Television, Police and the Law" 
Thla Initial unit Is being u~ed In some Ens;lish clas~es and 
In many IIOClal dudies clas!les. Spoch•lly prepar«f m11terial.s 
tor fhe f,.llchen~ Include lV-viewing u~ignmenl,, artlclr:s., 
ch~rt.&. hcf•Jal .lluppt,.ments and excerpt!~ from key court 
ded•lons (e.JC., Mirarda v. Arizon11, Gidron v. Wainwright). 

kcording tn Linda Kahn. M"Sr11 diredor of the units, 
lh" point of the expanded project is obvious: 1llere is 
no doubt that students are watching televl~icm. Therefore, 
ln:;~ead or wringing hands about Li!" &eneral mediocrity 
o! It -all, Jet'11 us.e the experien~ dirtttly fO!: le-arning. TM 
leunin, proceu ?.ill dJrrer from one geog:raphicftl' •~ 
t~ L'1other, from one soclo-<:ultural environment to"another, 

but the basic program can be broad ~gh to encompass 
an impressive potential. 

Forman happens to be teaching In an "lrrner city" 
school, with black 11tudents in the overwhelming maJority. 
(Within that majority, though, there Is much diversity: 
some students 11re from the city, othen from the South. ths 
West Indies end other Caribbean Islands, and Africa.) 
Forman's concern is with Constitutional law u opposed to 
"ghetto Jaw" and with. t~ impressiornJ received from 
television hcing rr.inforced on the :ftreet. That h not f'f'IIIIY 
what the Jaw is, his course 5tre!ls~; there are prote<:tlona 
for the individual, there are steps to be taken I! rights 
are viol11ted. 

For each TV-program usignmen~ th~ PTST mater1•1 
includes a "Constitutional Awareness Chart." Under the 
heading . of. "Search 11nd Seizure, .. It asks: Wu evldenO& 
:;eiz.ed? Sh.n~ld th~ have been a. ~tearclt waft"ant? l.JndM 
''Interrogation": Was a confession obtAined? Wli.!J the 
~uspect warned of his right to remain ailent? Under -nl~t 
to Counsel": Was the touspect advl~ pt hia right tD 
coun~l? In addition, classroom events Included a -vlalt from 
the policeman usigned to. the ac.hool, who .urpri!!M the 
students by saying that in 20 ~ on the foroe he had 
dtawn his gun only once e.nd then had not fired lt. 

Js the television Image of Jaw enforcement retl? 
With their new and very practical knowledge of the le.w, 
the decision of Forman's students in tlut vast majority of 
Instances was "no!' "B11retta" wu found roughing up 
suspects Illegally. "St.arsky and Hutch" dld a lot of knocldnJ 
down doors without ~rclt warrant& arid ~od to be 
using revolvers equipped with lllogal allencen. GenN"Bt 
attitudes were sarcastic. CitizC!flS were husled without cause. 
All crimes were neatly solved wlth011t thtt annoying det.alla 
or paperwork, without showing how preci!le everything 
has to be. Interestingly enough, the highest m!U"k. for reall$m, 
for the patient pursuit o! clue3. v;t:nt to old aeries: 
"Dragnet." "Adam 12" and •Th& F.B.I." 
· · For this particular observer, the students dl~layed a 

remarkable degree of instinctive sophistication about the 
priorities of TV pmJ!rammin,~:, about thl'l constant ten~ion 
hetween the demands or truth and the e-a .or;y formut .... fnr 
entertainment. "If TV was really like life," one ~irl ar~tu.-:d. 
"people wouldn't watch it. Who would want to look at th,. 
boring life of a policeman?" But ,.adually the debate 
about entertainment and information wa!l lifted from the 
<:ategory or either/or. One student, RenJord Hinds, simply 
pointed out that a program can be both informative and 
enjoyable~ "like a ~ood.. l)9VC!." 

. }:or F'Ornlarr, th-e-~PJ:S.1pi}o"rproji"d;whfch wiH hf' fllOv 
utabllshoo tlsis-fall; has been e~t~rrie-Jy ~:ttuable. "ln:: 
gave the 6ame material to the students on j)ap~r.~· ltf' ~lty~ •. 
"they would.n't buy it." His only crit"icisrri is tJ1at the ba:-;,r 
P'fST material-could be stronger. •·The stuff i~ me~i.~;· h" 
concedes, "but J want it even more meaty." 

For :'rime Time School TV, the new curriculum un1t, 
represent • significant expansion into an a~a or inestimah!e 
importance. on· one 6ide, frrST's use of television include-s 
supplementary materials desi~r.ed to encoura~e the 
development of reading and writing skills. On the other, 
..stu:knt.s are being trained to be more- critical, more cono;cioui 
of what they are watching on tekYision. Discriminaticm 
and ~lection ru-e thr- crucial keys of future control of 
the TV mon!lter. Amnng the other new curriculum unit• 
~lng planned by PTST: TV C~~rdals, Human Relations/ 
V~\1~ E.d~tion (usint: ''All In t.l-1e Family" and similar 
~) and £Conomlcs a..'1!J Wo;Jd Affain (usin.~ nig'!(t~ 
6letwork newacllst.s). <' 
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7How elevision· 
Helps 
Johnny Read 
Recent experiments with 
schoolchildren 
prove that TV and books 
are natural allies 

By Max Gunther 
Can television encourage people to read 
more? Can It even help them read 
better? 

Those sound like two strange ques­
tions. They appear to be based on an 
upside-down assumption-like asking 
whether rain can help people get dry. 
For at least a quarter-century, many 
educators and millions of parents have 
assumed that TV is the natural enemy 
of reading, particularly among children. 
The connection was felt to be self-evi­
dent: the more you watch TV, the less ' 
you read and the dumber you get. 

But it may not be so. That is what! 
this report is about. 

Dr. Michael McAndrew. a reading/ 
expert in the Philadelphia school sys­
tem. Is one man with some very posi­
tive thoughts about television. For six 
Y.ears he and his colleagues have used 
commercial TV-not special educational 
programs, but ordinary, regularly schod· 

6 

uled network dramas and comedies­
as a tool for teaching youngsters to 
read. "Don't just say 'teaching them 
to read'," he says. "Add these two 
other thoughts: 'to read well and like 
it'," His approach has succeeded so 
well that some 3500 other school sys­
tems across the country are now exper­
Imenting with it. Its most striking recent 
success occurred this past January. 

On Sunday and Monday nights, Jan­
uary 11 and 12, ABC broadcast a two­
part dramatization of Joseph P. Lash's 
book "Eleanor and Franklin." With co­
operation from ABC and financial sup­
port from IBM (the show's sponsor), the 
Philadelphia Inquirer published the en­
lire script in a special supplement dis· 
tributed the Friday before. The idea 
was that kids could read the script while 
watching tho show, and later could dis· 
cuss parts of the script in their class-

_rooms. 

I( 

~ 
According to Edwin T. Vane, ABC 

vice president and national program 
director, a lot of reading got done in 
Philadelphia that weekend and subse­
quently. To begin with, the Inquirer's 
circulation on the day the script was 
published jumped from a normal 410,· 
000 to about 550,000. A few days later, 
McAndrew canvassed 30 Philadelphia 
bookstores, most of which had laid in 
large stocks of the 931-page Lash pa­
perback. All but two were sold out. 

And the youngsters? They responded 
as their teachers had learned to. expect. 
An estimated 84 per cent In the large 
group, grades 7 through 12, watche 
the show with their families while fol 
lowing along in the printed script. In 
class the following week, most showed 
an obvious interest in the drama as well 
as in the reading experience itself. "I 
didn't think I could read fast enough 

. to keep up," said one girl who had 
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when you reac 
you read much raster 
than anyone can speak. 
The girl said in tones 
of awe and delight. 
"Wow, that will sure 
be useful, won't it?" 

It was this kind of 
response that Dr. Mc­
Andrew hoped for when 
he and another teach­
er, enthusiastically sup­
ported by deputy $U· 
perintendent (today 
superintendent) Dr. Ml· 
chael Marcase, started 
Philadelphia's TV Read· 
ing Program in 1970. 
"If you want a young­
ster to read." MeAn· 
drew says, "don't give 
him boring books made 
up by academics. Give 
him something that in-
terests him. What fas· 

clnates ~Ids today? TV, of course. TV 
Is .a li~ing text." He and Marcase ob· 
t~ined scrip~s of popular shows such as 
T.he· Rookie_s an.d Sanford and Son, en· 
p6uraged · kids to read along in class 
.a\:l~ ;at home, got them involved in dis· 

. q\Jssians of issues, storytelling tech· 
.niq&es:·. iiterary merit. The youngsters 
showed a ·.~ramatic upswing in both 

thusiasm and performance. 
Virtually all children in the program 

.. impt!Jv.ed : measurably in reading skill, 

.MCAndrew· says. Some showed improve­
: merit ·so r~pid that it was hard to be­
lieVe: r'n a si~gle year, some went from 
beirtp vlrhJ,at · nonreaders to reading at 
an, .. advanced high-school level. What 
Pleased Marcase and McAndrew just as 
mu,efl was 'that the kids suddenly began 
!~ re.ad, ~ftE'jr school for their own pleas­
ure· and enlightenment. School libraries 
repo'~ed a. 43-per-cent increase in bor­
(~~i.~g that' was directly attributable -+ 
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From the Desk of . • • 

HARRY SHERMAN 

September 22, 1976 

Don--

Per our phone conversation ... 

Harry 

-

, 



SUGGESTED BASIS FOR FILIUIJG PERIU'r 

A motion picture of unique cultural 

merit based on authentic historical 

documentation of previous generations, 

the material of ·dhich would be available 

for educational purposes at all levels 

as well as a permanent record in the 

National Archives of the country. 
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Sunshine and 
Clouds on the 

·Current Scene 
.. ' 

~~· .. · - "!, • {Ish and pull, optimism and discouragemenu, 
·~{.~ - ~ ~.: elation and u~pression-tclevision tends _to work 

· ~ '.~1~~;· Its wonders m extremes, perhaps espec1ally for 
' ;'.~~~· · •· re\·lcwcrs. An ABC Sports mogul has his net-
:~ work's press department call from Montreal 
~'s• . during the Olympics to complain that my re-
iews are not "positive" enough. The cool gall, delivered by 
pologetlc proxy, is staggering. But then, the very next day, 
attend a memorial service for a woman called Joan Mack 

ad am reminded that there arc decent at!d intelligent people 
,iling in the troubling business of broadcasting. · 

Joan Mack, dead after a long and courageous confronta­
:ln with cancer, was one of those who labor behind the 
cnes without ego thumping. For years, she worked at what 
now WNET /13. She had two goals: quality programing 

.11 finding the money to get it on the air. Her financing 
rategies were instrumental for the presentations of, among 
her things, "Theater in America," "Dance in America," "The 
;,un~ Chronicles" and WNET's Television Laboratory. At 
r memorial service, one listened to the words of Howard 
n·erov, Robert Frost, Dylan Titomas and nobinson' Jeffers, 

.: the world ot TV began to tremble again with the com­
ling presence or possibilities. 

• • • • 
~c\urnlng to ·the emptier. end of the spectrum, I am 

~·bte<l to my colleague Kay Gardella, TV critic of the New 
• k Dally News. On one of her annual trips to the West 
.st, during which she heroically Jistens to t11e latest pro­
ncemcnts of starlets and producers, Miss Gardella gath-
1 a priceless gem from a CBS programing executive. The 
:ect was "Spencer's Pilots," a new early-evening series 
••t barnstormers. The executive's analysis: "It's the kind 
· ries where people are getting killed all the time. It's the 
'st6nner against the clements or a inalfunctioning plane. 

.. vholesome action ndventure." In a novel, as they say, 
. , ublic would not buy a character talking like that. 
0 i.>n the other hand, this past Wednesday evening CBS 

·· d a two-hour production called ' 'To America,'' which 
.l :1ot completely successful in realizing its complicated 
· otiQn, but, 1 am willing to bet, was infinitely more ad· 

';le than a barnstorming format is likely to be. Produced 
\vrltten by DeWitt L. Sage, Jr., directed by Mr. Sage. aoo 
n Kainin, "To Am~rica" combined documentary ~. 
.-e.s with "directed re-enactments or actual events," 1mtt' 
gle fictional ingredient of an elderly Italian i.nunlgrant 

' ' ., .. 

Notes: Are You . . 

Ready £or-More·< 

• r • elJ.}t:\t 

nv •· • ;.r ,;.n, the portrayal never roso above the level of a 
calculat<'d ''performance." 

The rest, however •. ~as rooted In reality, the !eality ot 
two young re.fugee fam11tes !rom caste':' ~urope trymg to _get 
into America and then trymg to surv1vc here. The Dorms, . 
both tra:ned in theater and film, and their two children wertl 
from Bulgaria. Andrzej Bozek and his sm~ll son escaped from . 
Poland iorced to leave Mrs. Bozek behtnd, at least tempo­
rarily. 'There was nothing ag~resslvely upbeat about "To 
America." 'J'hese were people simply trying to cope, some­
Hines being treated kindly, ~ometi_mes with ~l~ost heartless 
disinterest, nearly always w1th a little less d1gmty than they 
deserved. Bt>autifully photographed, "To America" was gen- ., _...., __ no 
erally admirable television. .. , . • • • • •• • 

For the time. being, Nicholas Joht'lson Is choosing· to'focl,ls : 
on another side of television. Formerly a member of the ! 
Fe!leral Communications Commission and now chainnan of 
the National Citizens Committee for Broadcasting, Mr. John• 
son is vigorously attacking prog(ams that do "injury to people 
and the nation." He sees TV becoming a college for crime, 
crammed with courses in everything from mugging to arson, , 

Reasonable observers, particularly those wilh no finan- . 
clal stake in broadcasting, will certainly sympathize with Mr. 
Johnson's anxieties, but I have reservations about one of his 

. currc:nt solutions. That Is, to identify sponsors whose prod- ,. 
- ucts are advertised on what he considers violent programs 
. and, presumably; to encourage boycotting of those products. 
The concern is understandable, but the tactics could be • 
dangerous. If sponsors were encouraged to ignore programing j 
objectionable to the watchdog organization, they could also 
be encouraged to ignore other programing that may be con­
sidered objectionab,le for entirely different reason's. They may, I 
for instance, avoid association with a play by Tennessee ' 
Williams or David Rabe. The entire question of sponsors 
getting involved in the content of a program is complex and 
potentially incendiary. : 

. . . . . ., 
Can TV be used to positive ends? Obviously, yes. One of 

the more impressive projects of this past season was mounted 
in the School District of Philadelphia by Michael P. Marcase. 
board superintendent, and Michael McAndrew, director of TV­
related projects. The district had been experimenting with 
course plans in which groups of 1,800 stud'Onts were provided 
in advance with scripts of such programs ns "TI1e Missles of 
October'' and "1'11 Fight No More Forever" coupled with ap­
propriate classroom exercises developed by the teaching staff. 

Painter Fritz Scl 
· of the tensions oi . 

: . ·. 

'· . ~ .. 

M .. R y 
.. · T .· .. :~,:. h 

This yeur, with the assistance of ABC-TV and David 
Suskind Productions, Mr. McAndrew escalated the project 
dramatically wiU1 the two-part presentation of "Eleanor and 
Franltlin." The complete script was printed as a special 
supplement in the Philadelphia Enquirer and, In addition to 
reaching the approximately 800,000 regular readers of th~ 
newspaper, was delivered for study prior to the airing or the 
shows to the 126,000 students of the entire secondary school 
populat!on. The national Nielsen ratings for the programs 
were h1gh: 30 on Sunday, 32 on Monday. The ratings in 
~hilad~lphia were extraordinary: 48 and 51. In a pilot study , 
mvolvmg more than _5,000 students in this TV experiment, ,~ 
Mr. McAndrew has discovered tl1al none scored less than an 1 · - !? 
advance ot one year in reading skills.._ while •. ~~ · ·- ··.~ ;· ~ 
three years. ln addi.titm; afte~ til& showme;of -"'fiii?ree:-1!Dil r _____ ..... · ... -,· ... --· -... ~..,.;.;;...,.._~-~· 
franklin..'"' Joscplt wlt'S-Ooolt about.. &fie. RQQ&everts: -w u sofd- r 
_,. •- "'"- .... a ""-~'-<~ ..,..~ ~~""- > - .JAM'JIK!! .flitjftW.\~ 
...... ou. w..,.,.,rna ... ~-- &fefl. ~.........c..-JW:t~~: -~ 
to Mr. Mc-Jmdrew. ltfe now anxious to ~i .. · ~ -= _ _ ,.,.,.tio..fi7 .. _, 
grujee~o!Ying.quati{rpto~ .. . , ~ • :;,.- () ·r After years- of be~g _mas 

.. . , . , • . ' : . ' :· . ' · . ~ : sacred by the m_cd1a,,. th . 
• :. , •:. . . · .. • American Indian Is no\• 

< , • ,, •• ·•. ., ~ •• · " : about to be ·killed with kind· 
' ·' · '·\·. •• ,: : •· ·· . . • : ness. At least that's the dnril 

· · ' · ~ suspicion or one with Indian 
Other'statlons ln the'We~t the creali~·e locltstep of the blood in his veins who has 

have tried similar magazine , existing three. With the big viewed advan~ed · screenings 
formats, but what .is signifi-l networks steadily lurind of a series of s ix half-hour 
cant about this entry is that . away HTN's mo~t successful programs called ' 'American 

.. it will be offered nightly at 1 sports events, the company Indian Artists," which began 

: C6tnmercicils? '~ , 
· ·7:30 by o ne of the more influ- has had to branch into enter- a ir ing. this past TuesdaY.· 

entiat of trend-setters among 1 tainment and now has two ·. at 8:30 P.M. on Channel 13; 
broadcast companies, Group : regular · series, "Outdoors I say the above without 
W (Westinghouse). The other ; With Liberty Mutual" on 70 meaning to discourage view.J 
four Group W stations-a!l 1 stations and "Steve Allen's ers from watching t his minf- ~ 
of them in principal cities~, · Laugh-Back" on about half ' series, which doe3 , Jndeed 
have already indicated that ~ that number. It also carried . have merit. It's just that the' 

.. 
1y LES DRO~VN 

·rs who rrrl thnl lh<·n:· 

. . 
't... , ~" . • • 

! lions any \~·ay .they can get 
them, but-as with the net­
works' plnn~ to exp~nd n,..w~-
f'''' 

they will adapt "Eve11ing" for ! the recent prime-time special, · programs also have aetlous ~ 
their own markets it it sue- ; "Mar,ic, Magic, Magic," with cJeficlcnc\e\-Whlch l will trv 

· ceecls in San f'rancis.-o. H:1r1V ntrwhtnr ~ l r • '·n ,,... 
H th~t ~,,,...,,,,, '··· ·• • - ' . 
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,, , "The absurdity of television devotmg omy ;su mrnure~ 

~ 
.. -

• ~ / / , / , , .' a night to national and world news ••• has not . 't?t rctf[JttJ.I'lf.r~ded the mom re•pon•lble b"~dcu•tm." (Le• Brown) 

TV VIEW 
JOHN J. O'CONNOR 

Stude11ts Are 
Being. Taught 
'To Be Critical 

~~ he students had just filed into lht> cl11ssroom 
·~· ;i,' when a young · man was accosted by two 
·, guards, charging that they .. thought" he was 
.; the one they saw smoking marijtlana In the 
' hallway. The studoot protested his innocence, 
~: but the guards, holltile. nnd verbally abusive, 

placed him "under arrest" and then discovered a switchblade 
knife In his briefcase . ..4\s the teacher protested, and as . 
the other students and a guest observer looked on In 
embarras~ment and indignation, the student was. removed 
from the classroom. · 

The ~tting wu real: the George Wingate High School 
on Kingston Avenue In Brooklyn. The incident had been 
sta~ed with chilling realism. "It's not right," one girl 
explained, "but It happens." The scene had been devised 
by Sloven Forman, the teacher, as a prelude to consideratioJl 
of the question: "Is the television image of Jaw enforcement 
real?" · 

The eledlve course on Constitutional l:tw, stre!;l;ing 
thf! right!; of private citizen!;, was establishtd at the 10chool 
hy the young Mr. Form11n. But' the introduction of 
tel~vi5ion u 11 major tool in that cour~e ha.s been designed 
by Prime Tjme School TV, a non-profit organization based 
at 120 S. LaSalle St,, Chicago, Ill. With a national readership 
or about 200,000 teachers (the annual dues are now being 
rai1ed to SJO per member). PTST has been distributing 
"guides" and material to be used by teachers, parents 
and students in conjunction with watchin&..certain television 
prot;rams, usually "specials." nle or~~~~~ 
expanding into "curriculum units," silt-· te- ~week 
program~ that will link blocks of rv-~3 (()- 9r&&lt~ 
subjecf.3 fcrr classroom 5tudy and explorattolt~ 

Forman's classes are in one of 33 schoots--uiban. 
.uburb.a.n, rural-recruited acro:u the country for a PTST 
pijot project callod ''Television, Police and the law" 
Thla Initial unit Is being usro In some English clas~es and 
fn many 11odal 11tudies classes. ~peclally prepaJTd material.t 
ror ,.he '"11Ch1'111 Include TV-viewing Ullignmenl,, artlcle5, 
ch~rtJ. f•r.I•Jal !lupp11'menf.3 and excr.rpL~ from key court 
dr-ciclons (t.J(., Mirarda v. Arizon11, Gidron v. Wainwright). 

Ar.cording In Linda J<ahn, PTSr11 director of the unit!, 
lh,. point of the expanded project is obvious: 'Jl,ere is 
no doubt that studrnf.3 are watching tele-o.•ision. Therefore, 
l~trtd or wringin~ hwds about the ~;eneral mediocrity 
of It .. n, Jet's use the experience directly !crr lf'a:ming. 'I'M 
leuninr proce-Ja .nn dlffer from one geographical' •~ 
to L"1other, from one soclo-<:ultural environment to'anolher, 

but the basic program can be broad enough to encompass 
an impressive potential. 

Formw happens to be tuc.hlng In an ''Inner city" 
school, with black students in the overwhelmlng maJority. 
(Within that majority, th~h. there Is much divenlty: 
some students are from the city. others from the South. ths 
West Indies o.nd other Caribbean Islands, and Africa.) 
Forman's concern is with Constitutional law 11:1 opposed to 
"~:hf!tto law" and with . t~ impression!! received from 
television being ~inforce-d on the ~reet. That b not I"''IIIIY 
what the Jaw is, his course stre~ses: the-re an~ protections 
for the individual, there are steps to be taken If rights 
are violated. 

For each TV-program ~ign..men; the l'TST mater1al 
includes a "Constitutional Awareness Chart." Under the 
heading . of. "Search and Seizure," It asks: Wu evidence 
~eized? Shvuld the-re have been a search "W&!TIInt? Unde-r 
''lnterrog.tion": Was a confession obtained? WM the 
10uspect warned of his right to remain ailent? Under .. RI~t 
to Counsel": Was the ,;uspect advl~ pt his right to 
counsel? ln addition, classroom events includod a "VIsit from 
the policeman assigned to' the achool, who surprised th• 
students by saying that in 20 yeGn on the fCJTa~ he had 
drawn his gun only once e.nd then had nat tired ft. 

Is 'the tele-vision Image of law enforcement real? 
With their new and very practical knowledr ot thlt kw, 
the decision of Forman's students In the vast majority of 
Instances was "no." "Baretta" wu found roughing up 
suspecf.3 illegally. "Starsky and Hutch" did a Jot of knocldnJ 
down doors without search warrant.J arid ~ed to be 
using rovolven equipped with Illegal allcncen. General 
attilud~ were sarcastic. Citizem wen~ ha..ssled without cau~e. 
All crimes were neatly solved wlthOtrt the annoying details 
of paperwork, without showing how precise everything 
hu to be. Interestingly enough, the highest marl-.. for realum, 
for the patient pursuit of clu~. went to old •eries: 
"Dragnet," "Adam 12" and ''The F.B.I." 
· · For this particular observer, the studen~ displayed a 

remarkable degree of instinctive sophistication about the 
priorities or TV pro~tramming, shout tht\ con~rant ten~ion 
between the demands of trulh and the ("a!;f formul .. , f,.,r 
entertainment. "If TV was really like life," one girl argu~. 
"people wouldn't watch it. Who would want to look at th~ 
boring life of 11 policeman?" But gradually the debate 
about entertainment and information wa!' lifted from the 
<:ategory or either/or. One student, Renford Hind!i, !"imply 
pointed out that a program CAn be both informative and 
enjoyable .... nke a ~ood no¥d." 

.fen< Forman, the PTStpilet -proim: whkh- wiW~ fulrv 
established. thU..fa!CJi~ bee~t extr.emd~ varuabfe;_ "'Jr t 
g&ve- the 6ame materiaJ to tT1e- stud~nts on p.a.peF; .. her ~- -
"'tb~:y-wouldn't troy- it .... His onfy cririei!!m- i" t1taF l1f'!-~ ---· 
PTST material could be stronger. 'The stuff_ is meaty.: Ji~ 
concedes, "but I want it C\'en more meaty." 

For :'rime Time School TV, the new curriculum un11, 
represent a significant expansion into an area of inestimah!e 
importance. on· one 6ide, t'TST's use of tdevision includes 
supplementary matt'rials desis:r.ed to enr.oura~e the 
development of readinr; and writing skills. On the other, 
.students are being train~ to be more critical, more conccious 
.of what they are watching on tel~vision. Discrimination 
and ~lection nrc the crucial keys o! future control of 
the TV momter . .Amnng the othrr new curriculum unil, 
~lng p1umed by M'ST: TV Ccnm~ials, Human Relations/ 
VA.Iueo ~w:;a.tion (usini: ''All in tlJe Family" and similar 
.erles) and tcono:nlcs a."18 Wo;Jd Affain (using nightly 
e1etwork newscast,). 
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---~Television 
Helps 
Johnny Read 
Recent experiments with 
schoolchildren 
prove that TV and books 
~re natural allies 

By Max Gunther 
Can television encourage people to read 
more? Can it even help them read 
better? 

Those sound like two strange ques­
tions. They appear to be based on an 
upside-down assumption-like asking 
whetl}er rain can help people get dry. 
For at least a quarter-century, many 
educators and millions of parents have 
assumed that TV is the natural enemy 
of reading, particularly among children. 
The connection was felt to be self-evi­
dent: the more you watch TV, the less f 
you read and the dumber you get. 

But it may not be so. That is what! 
this report is about. 

Or. Michael McAndrew, a reading 
expert in the Philadelphia school sys-J 
tern, is one man with some very posi­
tive thoughts about television. For six 
years he and his colleagues have usod 
commercial TV-not special educational 
programs, but ordinary, regularly sched· 

6 

uled network dramas and comedies­
as a tool for teaching youngsters to 
read. "Don't just say 'teaching them 
to read', " he says. "Add these two 
other thoughts: 'to read well and like 
it'." His approach has succeeded so 
well that some 3500 other school sys­
tems across the country are now exper­
Imenting with it. Its most striking recent 
success occurred this past January. 

On Sunday and Monday nights, Jan· 
uary 11 and 12, ABC broadcast a two­
part dramatization of Joseph P. Lash's 
book " Eleanor and Franklin." With co­
operation from ABC and financial sup­
port from IBM (the show's sponsor), the 
Philadelphia Inquirer published the en­
tire script In a special supplement dis· 
tributed the Friday before. The idea 
was that kids could read the script while 
watching tho show, and later could dis­
cuss parts of the script in their class-

. rooms. 

.. 

<t 

~ 
According to Edwin T. Vane; ABd 

vice president and national progran1 
director, a lot of reading got done irl 
Philadelphia that weekend and subse~ 
quently. To begin with, the Inquirer's 
circulation on the day the script was 
published jumped from a normal 410,-
000 to about 550,000. A few days later, 
McAndrew canvassed 30 Philadelphia 
bookstores, most of which had laid in 
large stocks of the 931-page Lash pa­
perback. All but two were sold out. 

And the youngsters? They responded 
as their teachers had learned to. expect. 
An estimated 84 per cent in the target 
group, grades 7 through 12, watched 
1he show with their families while fol­
lowing along in the printed script. In 
class the following week, most showed 
an obvious interest in the drama as well 
as in the reading experience itself. "I 
didn't think I could read fast enough 
to keep up," said one girl who had 
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been virtually . 
two .years befot. · 
teacher told he 
when you reac 
you read much raster 
than anyone can speak. 
The girl said In tones 
of awe and delight, 
"Wow, that will sUle 
be useful, won't it?" 

It was this kind of 
response that Dr. Mc­
Andrew hoped for when 

' • ' he and another teach­
er, enthusiastically sup. 
ported by deputy $U· 
pe ri ntendent (today 
superintendent) Or. Mi­
chael Marcase, started 
Philadelphia's TV Read-
ing Program in 1970. 
" If you want a young­
ster to read," McAn­
drew says, "don't give 
him boring books made 
up by academics. Giva 
him something that in-

~
. • 1 terests him. What fas­

(1 hal$s kids today? TV, of course. TV 
I' a INing text." He and Marcase ob­
tained scripts of popular shows such as 
The· Rd()HifS an.d Sanford and Son, en­
c6ur~gtd Kids to read along in class 
1M hi! hiime, got them involved in dis­
~unlqril of issues, storytelling tech­
hlqwcli, literary merit. The youngsters 
$h¢1Wtid a dramatic upswing in both 

. enthu~lciam and performance. 
Vittually all children in the program 

improved measurably in reading skill, 
McAndrew says. Some showed improve­
ment so rapid that it was hard to be­
lieve. In a single year, some went from 
being virtual nonreaders to reading at 
an advanced high-school level. What 
pleased Marcase and McAndrew just as 
much was that the kids suddenly began 
to read after school for their own pleas­
ure and enlightenment. School libraries 
reported a 43-per-cent increase in bor­
rowing that was directly attributable ~ 
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Friday 10/15/76 

4:10 Ann McGlinn called from the television 6520 
office. Tomorrow morning ABC will be 
filming part of "Eleanor and Franklin" 
seri~s. Don Penny supposedly talked 
to Mr. Buchen yesterday about whether 
they would be able to drive six feet 
into the driveway through the gate, 
and apparently said Buchen had approved it. 

EPS and Secret Service will not open the 
gate -- it's against regulations. 

Checked with Barry, who talked 
Barry tells me that Mr. Buchen 
will make them happy, let them 
in. Barry said it's against 
but that's the way he feels. 
Mike Farrell and advised. 

with Mr.Buchen. 
says if it 
drive six feet 
regulations 
Barry called 

Ann McGlinn called back and I told her that 
Barry said he had talked with Mike Farrell 
and that he was going to call Don Penny and 
make a decision. 

She asked who would be telling Secret Service 
and EPS. I said I was sure that would be 
settled when the decision is made, and that 
she might want to call Barry and get all 
the details. 

' 
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