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For the Republicans
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JOHN Bo CONNALLY
Before. he joined the_Nixon odminisiration, Democrat -connq/ly, 55, was secretary ofthe rravy "under
President John Kennedy, then served three tertns
as go•·ernor of Texas. It wouldn't be a great surprise if he became Nixon's l·iu presidential choice.
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The Politico-Economic Past of the New Treasury Secretary

John Connally and SMIC
In Febr11ary 1968, the FORUM ftnt described
the emergence of a new political-economic force ..SMIC," the Southu'estem Military-Industrial Complex. ThiJ group, the FORUM argued, highly dependent on military expenditures and goz·emment largeJJe
generally, has played a major role in diJtorting Americcm domestic and international priorities and in encol/raging a mnnber of other undesirable social trends.
On December 14, 1970, President Nixon annmmced that he had selected John B. Connally, Jr. - who
has played an important role within this gro11p - to
replace Daz.·id M. Kennedy as Secretary of the Treas11ry.
The article which follows seekJ to examine the implications of this appointment.

In many ways, John Connally's personal history
has fitted him out to be the ideal representative of
the Southwestern Military-Industrial Complex ( SMJC)
within the Nixon administration. Although closely
associated in the past with the Austin-based political
and financial group dominated by Lyndon Johnson,
Connally has had a wide and varied career which
brought him into contact with most of the important
men and institutional groupings within the region.
While much of the impetus behind his meteoric rise
can be traced to the New Deal and its aftermath, like
Johnson, Connally has been embraced by ultra-conservative cattle barons, bankers, and oil magnates as
one of their own.
As a result, Nixon's nomination of Connally for
Secretary of the Treasury came as more of a shock
in ·the East, than it did in East Texas. In the Houston
financial community, where he sat on the boards of
directors of two important banks, the news caused
scarcely a ripple. Similarly, there was annoyance but
little surprise among Texas' moderates. To some his
nomination (in the words of the chief liberal spokesman, then-Senator Ralph Yarborough) can be seen
THE AUTHOR
Stephen D.· Berkozcitz, 27, receh·ed his A.B. in
Political Science ctt the Uniz•ersity of Michigan in 1965.
He is currently ll'riting a Ph.D. thesis at BrandeiJ
Unhersity oil the erol11tion of American elite gro11ps,
,tml a book on SMIC for Beacon Press.
., The New York Times, Tuesday, :.>ecember 15, 1970, p. 22.
' For a good discussion of the conflict between the Johnson-Connally
,S~nd Yarborouqh. wings of t~e Democratic ~arty in Texas. see Robert
:::.hernll. The Acadentcd Pteadent, New York, Py.amid, 1968; especially pp. 78-116.

12

as "another of this Administration's appointments
which has been given to reward the party faithful."l
As governor, Connally consistently supported .
Texas' predominantly-Anglo monied interests ("big
land," "big oil," "big banking") against the demands
~f the Chicano-labor faction in his own party_2 Only_
m one respect can he be credited with anything that
smacks of a departure from this mold; during his
three two-year terms as governor, the state budget
rose from $1.3 billion to $2.5 billion. Although this
earned Connally a reputation as a "big spender" in
some quarters, much of this· money was directed towards building up the state's_system of higher education to the point where it could better- service Texas'
burgeoning aerospace industry.3 In other areas- welfare, health, primary education, etc. - his image as
a hard-nosed "fiscal conservative" remained untarnished.
Thus, the enthusiasm with which some moderates
greeted Connally's nomination - in the belief that
it signalled a new direction in the Nixon administration's financial policies - seems to be misplaced.
Throughout his political career, John Connally has
shown an overwhelming willingness to serve some
established interests - and there is no reason to assume that he will start acting independently now. If
we are to understand the meaning and impact of Connally's nomination, we must look at what these interests were in the past - and what they are likely
to be in the near future.
Connally's earliest ties were with the Austinbased grouping which grew up in the hothouse atmosphere of cost-plus contracting and political porkbarreling during and immediately after World War
II. Spearheaded by political power in Congress especially in the important House and Senate military
appropriations committees - this grouping began to
expand and develop strong interests in a number of
areas: banking and land; large-scale construction; oil
drilling and exploration; broadcasting; and insurance.
Directly or indirectly each of these was dependent on
federal largesse: constmctio11 on funds for building
military bases, dams, and pipelines; broadcasting• on
federal licenses; and oil drilling, in many Qses,
~n leases and direct subsidies. buurance cOinpwzies
trequently grew up around military bases - selling
~ last sever~! years, there has been a conc..rted efforr-'to re-

mak9 the Umvers1ty of T&xas along the lines of a high-~red
knowledge-factory model including the wooing of faculty trotn
e_slablished academic conglomerates. Unfortunately. this has, sometimes created mutual culture shock between the newcomers cr.~d
the1r environme"lt - as in the Caroline case.
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his is forced to spend all his ~ on· one job." Robert
weeks; ·Spiro himself had not been given ~y wc:lf.4.
Strauss, treasur-er of the Democratic National Commit~' · Perhaps Mr. Nixon was genuinely ~eaving his options .tee an~ another old mend, put the matter only slightly
open; perhaps he wa·~y 'p~ games to create
differently. He obs~ed- as Dugger had- that ~n- • a bit of suspense on the-Republican side.
.
· ·One can address two ·other aspeCtS"'of Connally-'s
nally's long administrative relationship with Ly.ridon
Johnson, spanning nearly three decades, had been infuture with a greater degTee of certainty. The first is
terrupted frequently by quick and profitable forays
that he is likely to remain within the Nixon orbit, in
into the world of private business; that he had lasted
one capacity or another, for the :rest of this year and
only a year as secretary of the navy under Kennedy;
probably for -some time to come. Conl_lally's history,
that he had served two terms as Texas governor but
the well-advertised chumminess of ms·personal relahad to be "hog-tied" into serving a third; that the job
tionship with the President, and his own public and
Richard Nixon had summoned him to do -1~ help
private testiMony on the subjec:;t lead_one to believe
chart a new economic strategy-was now ess~tially
thathew.illtontirtuttoprovide NixonWithdirectpoli-'
'
tical support. The second is that Conrlally is not done
B. Ss~, Ja. is White House ccrrrespcmdmt for
with elective or ap~intive office-thatis, public ser\r_.
The New York Times.
ice as he understaitds it. H Connally is,•as Christian in-
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Is.A:{new Preferable?

Connally's Phase II I
by George Gilder
The Republican party fa-:.es a deeply seductive
opportunity in the probable availability of erstwhile
Treasury Secretary John Connally for the GOP VicePresidential nomination. With George McGovern's
candidacy, the party tealignmcnt long sought by many
Republican conservatives and Democratic liberals has
for the first time become plausi~le. By demonstrating
that a Southern Democrat like Connally can reasonably
aspire to the nation's highest offi:e as a Republican,
the party could significantly v:caken the remaining
taboos against Democratic defections to the Southern
GOP. A Nixon-Connally ticket might at last combine with "heartland" Republicanism that "Sunbelt"
coalition which has long been the special constituency
of the former governor of Texas.
Support for ~onnally, however, goes well beyond
the. advocates of a conservative realignment. Thomas
E. Petri's memo on f:!1e subject reflects opinions on the
charismatic Texan heard increasingly among Progressive Republicans. A founding member and first Executive Director of Ripon who worked with Connally on
the Ash Commission on Executive Re-organization,
Petri presents an inviting argument. Not only would
Connally contribute -most to the ticket, Petri maintains,
but the Texan would also be a powerful and effective
Vice President, fully.: qualified to assume the highest
office.
Beyond the cogent case made by Petri on Connally's merits, there are intriguing tactical considerations.
His prospective nomination implies a decisive demotion of the incumbent, Spiro Agnew. Since he now
rivals Ronald Reagan as a post-prandial entertainer, it
seems desirable to relieve Agnew of the kind of executive responsibilities that finally made the Californian
such a bore. Connally's nomination also suggests
one way of blocking control of the GOP by right-wing
Republicans in 1976: namely, as some cynics might
point out, through control by a right-wing Democrat
- but one who might be seen in the Republican spectrum as moderate, and accessible to progressives.
Receptivity toward Connally is enhanced by the
continuing decline of our party's base- togetl~er with

the rising proportionate strength of the right wing
within it. When President Nixon leaves office, there··
is a real danger that his lack of a "gov~ming strategy"
described by Lee Auspitz (FORUM, May) -.· and
his party's lack of any durable recruiting effort - will
lead to a declining Republican coalition incapable of
sustaining a winning campaign or effective government.
Just as President Eisenhower's years of inattention to party affairs (and attention to Johnson-Rayburn Democrats) left the party vulnerable to Goldwater, so President Nixon's incoherent and sometimes
demagogic political strategies may well destroy the
potential contribution of his national policies to sound
party development. In order to sustain a successful Republicanism, the party may have to look beyond itself,
as it did in 1952.
Certainly the Nixon Administration does not dazzle the eye with other leaders of Presidential stature.
It is not at all inconceivable that without Connally we
could be stranded in 1976 with Agnew and a convention captured by right-wing zealots. Or we could be
faced with a 1972 ticket including Bro-:.k, Buckley or
some other cosmetic conservative more difficult than
Agnew to beat in primaries in 1976.
Therefore, unless we assume that Nixon may annoint Senator Brooke or some other moderate, Agnew
or Connally may be the best we can expect in 1972.
Agnew might be preferred because he 1s heatable in
1976 primaries; Connally becaus~ he is not. The Texan
could secure the 1976 nomination while Vice President, win the election and serve as a strong and effective President. Progressives who think they can win
the intra-party struggle in 1976 thus might support
Agnew; the more pessimistic might embrace Connally.
And at present, the pessimists do not lack a case.
Finally there is the devious concern that if Connally is not made Vice President he will be named Secretary of State. With Rogers' resignation signalled and
Kissinger's expected, the change wol,lld represent an
abrupt shift, potentially damagin&='t~ 't-he fapric of our
foreign policy. A Nixon-Comf4fy-Haig ~plomacy
would be radically different from ~~e approach< of Nixon-Kissinger-Rogers.
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THE NIXON-CONNALLY ARRANGEMENT
The continuing adventures of a trader in horses and Presidents.

Take mankind in general; they are vicious, their
passions mar be operated on.
-Alexander Hamilton,
first Secretary of the Treasury

a solitary decision, in springing it on the unfailingly appreciative insiders. This gives him a nice, preliminary lift before confronting the press and
public. On this occasion, he enjoyed a bonus.
Earlier that morning, the White House operator had
placed a call to ~e _L!lJ Ra_nch. ~custom~d.~o re-
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John ConnaiiJ
·on the Comebaek Boad
By Aaron Latham
" ... Connally is counting on the media's helping everyone to forget
the leitmotif of scandals running through his career ... "
·The building in which John Bowden
Connally, 58, was speaking looked as if
it had been constructed of fool's gold.
Known as the Zale Tower, this shimmering, gilded edifice decorates the outskirts of Dallas. It serves as the headquarters of a chain of jewelry stores
which last year made $30 million. This
sort of money had drawn Connally
like a magnet.
John Connally, former secretary of
the navy, former governor of Texas,
former secretary of the treasury, former star of a corruption trial, had
come as an adornment to the Zale Corporation's annual stockholders' meeting. He spent a long August day in the
Zale Tower, making several speeches,
one of them to the assembled Zale
employees. In this particular address,
he seemed quite condescending.
"When you take a coffee break,"
Connally told the workers, "you take it
and you get back to your desk."
Finishing his short talk, Connally
opened the floor to questions.
One woman asked, "Can we trust
the Russians' friendliness?"
"I don't trust them as far as you can
throw a chimney by the smoke," Connally said. "They're coming on very
hard with submarines."
A young man in the front row stood
up. He was a little disheveled and
looked as. if he might work in the mail
room. He appeared to be the kind of
person who would not hurry back
from a coffee break.
"What do you believe is the greatest
threat to America," the young man
asked, "Russian submarines or corrupt
government officials?"
The Zale employees giggled, then
laughed, then roared, for what seemed
five minutes. Connally stood behind
the podium, waiting for the laughter
to die down, blushing brightly.
"Abuse by government officials ..."
he began, then became flustered and did
not finish the thought. Starting over, he

said, "From a military· standpoint, the proposal even George McGovern could
Russians are a far greater threat." He probably support 500 per cent.
paused again and went on, "We're all
If Connally does rehabilitate his
human. We've had corruption at all image, if he can make himself appear
levels of government because we're all as fresh and clean as a new license
human. There's a little larceny in the plate, then perhaps he can run for the
hearts of all of us. People lose their office Richard Nixon ran for. Or at
equilibrium, their sense of values .... " least for vice-president.
Speaking from public platforms
On the eve of the '76 election, John around the country, Connally disclaims
Connally is doing what Richard Nixon any desire to hold elective or appoindid on the eve of the '68 election. He tive office, but in his hotel room at the
is traveling around the country making Plaza recently his denials softened conspeeches, trying to rehabilitate his siderably. He left me with the impresimage. These trips are difficult but they sion that he thought Ford could be reare preferable to the ·rehabilitation he placed on the Republican ticket. Perrecently feared: making license plates. haps by Reagan. Perhaps by Connally.
In '68, Nixon somehow persuaded
"I think that if things continue as
much of the country to forget about they are," Connally said, "the presithe Pumpkin Papers, the Nixon fund, dent may falter. And I'm convinced
Checkers, and his ·image as a loser; now that Governor Reagan is going to
Pundits like James Reston began writ- run against him. I heard indirectly that
ing about the "New Nixon." The re- if the president came out for the conviews of Connally's speaking tour are tinuation of this tax cut, which would
only starting to come in. It remains to anticipate another huge deficit, that
be seen whether he can persuade the would trigger Reagan's getting into the
country to forget his problems.
race. And I think that if he does, he
Besides the Zale Corporation, Con- is going to give the president a great
nally has recently appeared before the deal of trouble."
National Association of Animal BreedI asked Connally what he would do
ers; a Johnstown, Pennsylvania, sav- if Reagan seemed on the verge of takings bank dinner; the National Federa- ing the nomination away from Ford.
tion of Republican Women; the New
"I dunno," Connally said. "I'm gonYork Times's editorial board; and the na sit and watch for a while. I never
editors of the National Review, some said. I wasn't going to do anything. The
of whom who are interested in a third only denial I ever made was that I had
party. And he has been questioned on any plans to run."
CBS's "Face the Nation."
I asked him if he might run in sevConnally has 'been telling audiences eral states, take a bloc of votes to the
that he .believes in "electing our presi- convention, and hope for a deadlock.
"Well, I might," Connally said.
dent to one six-year term . . . mandatory retirement of federal judges at "That's a possibility, I suppose."
age 70 and reconfirmation of . such
In other words, the Texan seems to
judges every ten years . . . a remission hope Ford and Reagan will kill each
of all corporate taxes to registered other off in the shoot-out at the New
voters .... " That last idea would mean ::Hampshire corral. Then Connally, iiithat the total corporate tax bill would ways the survivor, can offer himself.
be divided among all the people on
In his quest for rehabilitation, Conthe voter rolls. Everyone over eighteen nally is counting on the newspapers'
would be eligible for $500 a year-a behaving as they normally do: becomOCTOBER 27, 1975/NEW YORK
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And he•exploded at the man who, Higby had said, was badmouthing
him: "Well, you just tell Ehrlichman to go to hell. For me. I mean, you
just tell him. I'm tired of this bullshit. You know, we're not playing
games any more. I is going to go to jail, Larry . . . . I've committed
perjury so many times now that I'm, you know, I've got probably a
hundred years on perjury alone . . . . Our lives are ruined right now
anyway. You know, most of ours. Mine is certainly and so will many
others before this is over. I think we ought to realize that."
He grew pensive: "I cannot lie any more. I've protected John Mitchell.
I've protected the President when it was important. The story is going to
come out. I have to do what I have to do now to protect whatever I can."
Higby began pressing to find out just what Magruder was going to tell
the prosecutors.
HIGBY: Well, if you tell the story, I don't think Haldeman has
anything to worry about.
MAGRUDER: Nothing to worry about. Now youHIGBY: 'Cause you never discussed this goddamn thing with him.
MAGRUDER: Larry, there's no problem . . . . Haldeman will have no
problem with those facts.
HIGBY: Huh.
MAGRUDER: John Mitchell will. John Dean will. And Gordon
[Strachan] will, probably.
Now Higby had what he wanted on tape-an exculpation for
Haldeman-and suddenly he turned very friendly: "Well, my friend, if
there's anything I can do, let me know." Soon, he was calling Magruder
"Jebber" and Magruder was calling him "Lar" as they chatted about the
case.
k'dd ?
. .
M AGRUDER: YOU VlSlt me, 1 0.
HIGBY: Huh! I'll do more than that.
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What he did was to play the tape for Haldeman, who reported on th
conversation when he and Ehrlichman met with the President for a "-....
marathon strategy session the next morning. There was a sense of
urgency at the White House that Saturday, a feeling they had to do
something over the weekend before Hunt spilled the whole story to the
grand jury on Monday. From 8:55 to 11:31, all that Nixon and his two
chief aides talked about was Watergate. As Ehrlichman said, "This week
there's no other subject."
Apparently, Colson was not the only one trying to shift all responsibility to Mitchell. Ehrlirhman reported that Dean had suggested a
"scenario" for such a move. "The President calls Mitchell into his office
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p

You mean another subject?

E

Oh,

H

There is no other subject!

E

No.

438

J;J.O.

I'll tell you.

Last night I got home I decided that I

would sit down and try to put on paper a report to you what
I have been doing since you asked me to get into this.
p

Right.

E

I am concerned about the overall aspect of this and I want to
talk about that before -- I don't know what your timing is like.

p

No problem.

E

We'll probably get back to it.

p

Got plenty of time.

E

But Dean called and he said, "All right, here's a scenario
which we've all been trying to figure out to make this go."
He says, ''The President calls Mitchell into his office
on Saturday.

He says, "John, you've got to do this.

And here

are the facts: bing, bing, bing, bing." And you pull this paper
out here.
you.

"And you've got to go do this." And Mitchell stonewalls

So then, John says, "I don't know why you're asking me

down here.

You can't ask a man to do a thing like that.

need a lawyer.

I

I ?on't know what I am facing --you just

really can't expect me to do this. "

So the President says,

"Well,_ John, I have no alternative." And with that the President
calls the U.S. Attorney and says, "I, the President of the

v
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United States of America and leader of the free world want
to go before the Grand Jury on Monday.
p

I won't even comment on that.

H

That's a s1lly --

p

Typical of the thinking of

E

We're running out every line.

~

morning.
p

n

So that was 12:30 this

I, but l --

I go before the Grand Jury.

That's like putting Bob on

national television,
H

With Dan Rather.

p

What?

H

With Dan Rather.

p

Well by putting it on national television, period. (unintelligible)

E

Let's take it just as far as you call Mitchell to the oval office
as, a

p

No.

E

I'm essentially convinced that Mitchell will understand this thing.

p

Right.

E

And that if he goes in it redounds to the Administration's
advantage.

If he doesn't then we're --

p

How does it redound to our advantage?

E

That you have a report from me based on three weeks' work;
that when you got it, you immediately acted to call Mitchell
in as the provable wrong-doer, and you say, "My God, I've

-33-

~40
got a report here.
guilty as h,ell.

And it's clear from this :11eport that you are

Now, John, for (expletive deleted) sake go on

in there and do what you should.

And let's get this thing

cleared up and get it off the country's back and move on.
H

11

And--

Plus the other side of this is that that's the only way to beat
it now.

p

Well, --

H

From John Mitchells personal viewpoint that's the only salvation
for John Mitchell.

I see rio other way.

And, obviously, once

I

you've had it, you've got to admit
p

' i

i

.

· ;How can he make it, anyway.

'

\

:. II

H

. Another factor, in that, to consider, for what it's worth, is
i

i

; J

·l

the point Connally made to me in that conversation we had.

p

I ought to talk to Mitchell?

H

I don't know whether he said that to you or not.

He made the

point that you had to get this laid out and that the only way
it could hurt you is if it ultimately went to Mitchell.

And that

that would be the one man you couldn't afford to let get hung
on this.
p

Even worse than (unintelligible) thought.

H

He thought so.

p

That's true.

H

It seemed to me, because he's the epitome of your hard-line.

p

I think he's wrong about Hat.

Yeah.

I think this is the worst one,

well, due to the closeness to the President at the time of

-34the crime.
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Would you agree, John?

E

(unintelligible) the

H

But, what Connally also said was unless it's the President

.

himself who nails him.

Then the President is (unintelligible)
J

E

Can I put in a larger picture on this2

We kind of live day

/

to day for these things, and forget
p

Yeah.

E

the perspective then will be put on this period

H

Yeah.

E

three months later.

p

The point is whether or not, I think I've got the larger
picture, alright, and I mean, in this regard, the point is
this that we need some action before, in other words, is like
my feeling about having the Grand Jury do it and the court
system do it rather than Ervin Committee.

Now we want

the President to do it rather than the Grand Jury.
E

No.

p

And I agree with that.

E

Well, you're doing it in aid of the Grand Jury.

p

No.

...

I didn't mean rather than the Grand Jury but I mean

~

.

~,. .. r ..:ifo·· ...

t:,\
to worm the truth, now look, the Grand Jury doesn't drag
him in, he goes in as a result of the President's asking him to g6'·il.'J.~
H

Ok -- but while you're on t):lat point could I argue a contrary
view for a minute?

Because I don't agree with that.

'"')

~I

.~ ~

,:f:;l
'/

j
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P

I thin..!,;: he believes that.

H

I have thought that all along.

p

Well, we will sleep on the damn thing and, what is the
situation tomorrow?

Is Ehrlichman going to sit down with

Ziegler again, or something?
H

Yeah

P

I do think that PR thing;we've got to sort of make up our minds
on what the hell --

H

Sir, I want to get at getting the statement done.

P

And we've got to get at sort of make this decision with regard
to this damn Committee.

'

I don't know --

H

Yep.

P

I still have mixed emotions on it.

I don't know, I don't know.

I have been one way one time one way another.
H

Well, it 1 s a mixed bag.

It has pluses and minuses, and it is
.·~·.····

hard to be sure which outweighs the other.
P

One more scenario would have been to say they will all come up.
Everybody will come up in Executive Session including Dean.
say that.

H

Just

Make that offer, and that's flat.

Yeah and that's gets turned down and then we're standing on tre
question of -- The way it will be played is not that the Committee
is being unreasonable by insisting on television, but that we are
being unr.easonable by insisting against it.

P

Well, that would be true unless you go out and hammer that the_

/

r/
~·
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E4J
whole record could be made public.
Yeah.
It's only that we want information, not a show -'{ eah.
And that we think it is reasonable.
The question then is that you lose something obviously by doing
that, and do we really gain enough to make it worth it?
is it if we go on television?

How bad

I am not at all sure it is all that bad.

In the first place, it is going to be in the daytime.

In the second place,

as of now it is not going to be carried live by the networks.
Yeah.
>ow it might be, but I would guess it won't be after this other
stuff breaks, it isn't going to be that important anymore.
networks don't want to carry it.

The

It would cost them money.

What

will probably end up happening is, it will be carried on the public
broadcasting which has virtually no audience in the daytime.
lih huh.

I suppose what happens there is that every new break is

carried for five or ten minutes in the evening news.
That 1 s right.
That's the point.
It is going to be carried anyway.

It is a question of whether it. is

carried for five minutes with one of us on camera for a couple of
those minutes, or whether it is carried for three minutes with --

-6-
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P

Weicker--

H

\Veicker and John Chancellor and Dan Rather, saying:

.

"trembling with fear and obviously trying to hide the truth, ah, .•••
P

I wonder if you would do this?

11

Did you discuss public or private

thing with two people whose judgment is -- Rogers and Connally?
What did Connally think?

Public?

H

I am not sure.

P

Would you mind?

H

I would have to reopen that

P

Would it be alright for you·to call him tomorrow and say,
"Look. we've just got to make a command decision on this --"

H

Sure

P

And I thin..k you should tell -- would you tell him about the Magruder?

H

Nope.

P

No, I guess not.

H

I can say the whole thing looks like it is coming to a conclusion

P

Before the Gra.nd Jury

H

Yeah.

P

That's right.

H

Without saying anything specific.

P

Now, the other fellow whose judgment would be pretty good would be
Bill Rogers on that.

H

Yeah.

I agree.

/

\_/
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p

I wish you would give him a call.

H

Right.

p

I think with Bill, though, you could tell him, don't you think?

H

Nope.

I will.

I don't think I should.

In the first place, I am not

supposed to know ..
P

This isn't from the Grand Jury, Bob.

H

No, I know.

But Kleindienst is worried about John giving the

information to anybody, and that ...,_
P

I see.

You're right.

H

I don't see anything to be gained from telling him, anyway.

P

But you can tell him

that our investigations indicate that the

Grand Jury is hot on the trail of breaking the thing now.
H

Yeah.

P

And that is the way it is going to come.

That -- but if you

wouldn't mind giving a call in the morning to both of those fellows,
and tell them you are calling for the President and that he would
like to have their considered judgment, should you be on
television.
H

Right.

p

And it may be on the Dean thing, I am almost inclined to think we··"·····

Will do.

ought to give on that.

What do you think?

The idea of backing

down -- they are going to take it back down anyway, so what's
the difference?

MEET
JOHN
CONNALLY!

America is in the mood for forceful, bold
new leadership and former Texas Governor
John B. Conna:·y is available to provide it.
If Ford and Reagan deadlock at the Republican convention in Kansas City in August,
John Connally sees himself as a logical alternative, and many agree with him. Or he
would be a logical choice for the vicepresidential nomination in 1976. The purpose of this booklet is to acquaint the public
with John Connally's rersonal qualities, his
experience in politics and government, and
his forthright positions on the issues. With
this knowledge, convention delegates, political leaders, and the nation's opinion
makers can better understand the kind of
future John Connally would as President be
able to shape for America.
Personal Qualities: First of all, John
Connally is a man of undoubted Presidential
caliber. Behind him lies an illustrious career.
Beginning as the son of a tenant farmer and
butcher in Wilson County, Texas, Connally
became a wealthy oil and gas lawyer, Secretary of the Navy under President Kennedy,
three-term Governor of Texas, and Secretary
of the Treasury under President Nixon. He
is a capable and hard driving executive. He
is a tall, handsome, commanding figure of a
man, but at the same time affable in a downhome sort of way. He is a fine public
speaker who can rouse a crowd as well as
Ronald Reagan. He knows every nook and

cranny of political life, both in the Democratic Party, in which he labored for over
thirty years as a protege and top aide to
Lyndon B. Johnson, and now in the Republican Party, to which he converted in I 973.
He is celebrated for his bold political counsel
as, for instance, when,he advised President
Nixon to make a bonfire in the Rose Garden
out of the Watergate tapes. Had President
Nixon taken Connally's advice, he might still
be President.
John Connally has the much needed experience that an effective President must
havy. He has conducted delicate international monetary negotiations as Secretary
of the Treasury. His expertise in Pacific
affairs has led him to propose American
entry into a Pacific Common Market. He
is currently trying to launch a nationwide
organization to combat Communist inroads
in the Mediterranean. Perhaps most important, he has taken positions on the issues
which strongly commend him to many
Americans.
Foreign Policy and Defense: Connally
favors a strong national defense and has no
illusions about detente or Communist intentions. He would not consider giving up
control of the Panama Canal, and would go
to war to retain it if necessary. He has
stated that "you never commit American
troops to battle anywhere, anytime, that
you don't propose to win, and win by whatever means you can." This suggests that
Connally would have no hesitation in
breaking out nuclear weapons when the
battlefield situation demanded them. He
believes that "the United .Nations might
have reached the point where it is destructive of American interests." He supports a
strong domestic counter-intelligence program to detect subversion, and deplores
recent political attacks on the FBI and CIA.

Economic Policy: Connally is strongly
opposed to large Federal deficits and favors
a constitutional amendment prohibiting
them except in times of national emergency.
He'sees the terrible threat posed by runaway
inflation and would act boldly to restrain
it. Indeed, he has styled himself "one of
the architects" of President Nixon's wage
and price control program while Treasury
Secretary in I 97 I. He defended the policy
by stating that the controls would "assure
that business expansion is not dissipated in
more inflation, but, instead, will create
growth in both real output and real employment." More recently, however, he has
stated that he does not think wage and price
controls can ever work; that they introduce
"inequities of incredible magnitude"; and
that they are only a "last resort." Connally
thus now takes the clear position that wage
and price controls are a bad idea that cannot
work, and thus should be imposed only
when necessary.
Racial Issues: Connally has advocated
constitutional amendments to prohibit
forced bussing to achieve racial balance in
schools, and to prohibit the use of racial
quotas in employment or advancement, etc.
Gun Control: Connally favors a Federal
law to control the so-called "Saturday night
specials" but has not come out for controls
over rifles and shotguns.
Welfare: Connally favors toughening up
the eligibility requirements for the food
stamp program.
He strongly defended
President Nixon's Family Assistance Plan of
I 9 71. He also favors a sweeping new proposal called the National Dividend Plan.
This Plan would set a constitutional limit
of 50% on the corporate income tax rate.
Then it would require the Federal Treasury
to disburse the entire proceeds of the corporate income tax ($48 billion in FY 1977)
per capita and tax free to all those who
voted in the preceding national election.

As a result of this Plan every voter would be
given on the order of $500 per year tax free
from Uncle Sam. This is expected to reduce _
the clamor for welfare.
Aid to Business: Connally strongly favors
deregulation of business, as do Ford and
Reagan. But he goes further. He would
reestablish the New De'al Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, which would raise
billions of dollars of capital and use it to
prevent the fiscal default of irresponsible
municipalities (like New York), channel
loans to corporations thought needy by the
government; and invest in research and
development in such fields as energy.
Connally has been sympathetic to Nelson
Rockefeller's proposal for a $100 billion
Energy Independence Authority, but prefers
to have the same program incorporated into
his RFC. As a longtime spokesman for the
oil and gas industry, of course, Connally is
well-versed in energy matters.
It must also be remembered that John
Connally brought off one of the great legislative victories of the Nixon Adrninistration~the Lockheed loan guaranty program
of 1971. And Connally scornfully rejected
the suggestion that the loan guaranty was
to be tied to any sort of corporate "performance." "What do we care whether they
perform?", he shot back to Senator Proxrnire during the 1971 hearings. "We are
guaranteeing them basically a $250 million
loan. What for? Basically so they can provide employment for 31,000 people
throughout the country at a time when we
desperately need that kind of employment."
The fact that Lockheed has apparently used
several millions of the funds made available
to them as a result of the Connally loan
guaranty bill to bribe foreign officials should
not in any way be attributed to Connally.
Government Structure: Connally has
offered a number of constructive proposals
to restructure the Federal government by

constitutional amendments. He advocates
a single six year term for President and a
limit of twelve years in office for Members
ofCongress. This would enhance the power
of the Presidency vis a vis Congress and give
the President added authority to meet his
awesome responsibilities. Connally advocates mandatory retirement of Federal
judges at age 70, a proposal reminiscent of
President Roosevelt's farsighted plan of
193 7, and Connally would require reconfirmation of judges by the Senate every ten
years. These proposals would limit the independence of the Judiciary, which could
be a serious annoyance to an activist President. Finally, Connally recommends a constitutional amendment to require Members
of Congress to spend at least three man ths a
year in their horne districts, to keep them
closer to the problems of the people.
(Connally thus advocates a total of at least
seven constitutional amendments, reflecting
his desire to effect a constitutional revolution through lawful means rather than
through usurpation.)
Unemployment: Alone among major
political figures, John Connally has brought
forth a surefire cure for the unemployment
problem. On Meet the Press (June 1, 1975)
he said he would "take every 18 year old .. .
and I'd start a national service program .. .
and require every young person, male and
female, to do a year of service upon graduation from high school." The main effect of
this program would be to drastically reduce
the labor force by removing some 4 million
youths from it. Connally reasons that this
would go far toward solving the unemployment problem, which is most serious among
youths entering the job market.
In addition, Connally pointed out, this
compulsory service would interest youths in
government, provide them with some
needed discipline, and give them a year to

mature. And, assuming the payment of
VISTA-level subsistence wages, it would
cost the government only about $18 billion
to support these 4 million youths for a year.
Of course this does not include the costs of
e~forcing the law against the few young
dissenters who think they should be allowed
to devote that year to their own petty personal pursuits, but there probably won't be
many young people who would dissent from
~uch a highminded program in the national
mterest.
Proven Integrity: It should also be noted
that alone among prominent figures of
Presidential caliber, John Connally is the
~nly one wh_o can assert his personal integnty and pomt to judicial proceedings to
back him up. In Connally's own view his
19_7 5 acquittal on charges of accepti~g a
bnbe from certain milk cooperatives as
Secretary of the Treasury "ought to be a
plus." Certainly no other presidential contender can boast an acquittal for such
serious charges.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Needless to say, any man who has taken
such bold and forthright positions and
accumulated such experience at high levels
in government will be the target of criticism.
University of Chicago professor Milton
Friedman has been quoted as saying that
Connally's program for compulsory national
service is a "totalitarian" concept and a
warmed over version of "Adolph Hitler's
youth movement." Conservative columnist
John D. Lofton Jr., after reviewing
Connally's record, has concluded that "John
Connally is not our guy. With his compulsory servitude proposal, he has demonstrated that he really doesn't know what
conservatism is all about."
A Vermont Republican County Chairman
charged last fall that "John Connally is the
symbol of concentrated political and eco-

•

nomic power. His record in public life reflects his sincere desire to weld Big Business,
Big Labor, and Big Government into what
might variously be described as state capitalism or corporate socialism. His economic
program is essentially that of Mussolini,
shorn only of its more objectionable trappings." He added that Connally's proposal
for compulsory national service was nothing
more than a resurrection of Slavery, a practice the Republican Party was organized to
restrain and ultimately exterminate.
Alan Crawford, the editor of the Young
Americans for Freedom publication New
Guard, describes Connally as a "supremely
opportunistic political hack who happens
this week to be appealing to conservatives."
The Citizens Committee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms has sharply criticized
Connally's advocacy of gun control legislation. The conservative magazine Human
Events has editorially roasted Connally as a
phony conservative. But, of course, the
points made by these critics can readily be
dismissed.
Conclusion: If it is bold leadership that
America wants-leadership by a strong President unhindered by the nagging obstructionism of a reluctant Congress or negativistic Supreme Court-John Connally may
well be the man for the job. If the Federal
government is to occupy its rightful role as
a full partner with the nation's leading businesses, with the public standing behind any
unfortunate losses that they might suffer,
John Connally would be the kind of President to bring it about. If our young people
are to be given a taste of government-supervised public service early in their careers,
only the election of John Connally to high
office can provide the leadership needed to
turn public opinion in that direction.
Persons involved in choosing the candidates for high national office in 1976 should
ponder John Connally's program for
America-before it is too late.

Documentation for the above statements
will be provided upon request. Among the
most quoted documents are John Connally's
interview in Consermtive Digest, December
1975; address to the Vermont Republican
Dinner, November 2, 1975; Meet the Press,
NBC-TV, June 1, 1975; and Face the
Nation, CBS-TV, October 12, 1975.
This booklet is published and distributed by
the Connally Information Committee, Concord, Vermont 05824, John McClaughry,
Chairman. The Committee's purpose is to
make the views and record of John B.
Connally more fully known to the American
public. Additional copies are available for
$1.00eachpostpaid(bulk rates on request.)
Receipts in excess of expenses, if any, will
be donated to a.nonprofit tax-exempt educational organization or charity.
The publication of this booklet has not been
authorized by John B. Connally or any
spokesman for him or by any organization
of which he is a member.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
JOHN BOWDEN CONNALLY

Born Floresville, Texas, February 2 7, 191 7
L. L. B., University of Texas, 1941

Married Idanell Brill December 21, 1940;
four children
Secretary to Congressman
Johnson 1939-41.

Lyndon B.

Commissioned Ensign USN, 1941 ; served in
both Atlantic and Pacific Theatres; Awarded
Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, and 9 battle
stars; discharged 1946 as Lt. Commander.
Attorney, President of radio station KVET,
Austin, Texas 1946-49.
Administrative Assistant to Sen. Lyndon B.
Johnson, 1949.
Law Practice, Pwell, Wirtz and Bauhaut,
Austin, 1949-52.
Legal adviser to Texas oilmen Sid Richardson and Perry Bass, Ft. Worth, 1952-61;
active in management of radio-TV, real
estate, drug stores, oil and gas properties,
carbon black, ranching, mining, oil tool
development, mutual funds, and various
other enterprises.
Appointed Secretary of the Navy by President Kennedy, 1961.
Elected Governor of Texas, 1962; reelected
in 1964 and 1966.
Wounded by sniper bullet while riding in
car with President Kennedy, who was assassinated in Dallas November 22, 1963.
Elected Chairman, Interstate Oil Compact
Commission, 1965.
Senior Partner, Vinson, Elkins, Searls, and
Connally, Houston, 1969.
Appointed Secretary of the Treasury by
President Nixon, January, 1971; Resigned
May 16, 1972.
Chairman, Democrats for Nixon, 1972
Presidential campaign.
Formally joined Republican Party, May 1,
1973.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 24, 1976

Dear Leon:
Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter on a
subject which is very much of concern to me.
I had
talked to the President after you had earlier called
me on this subject and before the Commission appointment was announced. However, due to the nominee's
prior service in the same capacity, the President felt
inclined to go ahead with his plans. I do not, however,
read into this action any inclination to go farther.
You were kind to mention my visit to Houston, and I
would not have hesitated to let you know, except I
arrived there just in time to make a dinner speaking
engagement before the national meeting of the Travelers'
Aid Society, and I left the very next morning. I would
have liked the opportunity to see you, but I knew there
would not be time on that occasion.
Very best regards.
Sincerely,

/(J;J
Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President
Honorable Leon Jaworski
Bank of the Southwest Building
Houston, Texas 77002

LEON' JAWORSKI

BANK OF THE SouTHWEST BLoG.

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
l-1.ay 18,

197 6

Dear Phil:
You will recall that a number of months
ago we talked about the risk the President would be
running if the individual, about whom the enclosed
article is written, were to be given any particular
White House attention. Since then he was appointed
to a Commission and given a tremendous amount of
publicity as to being a special White House guest.
In addition, he was wooed for support in Texas in
the Presidential Primary.
Of course, all of this is history. What
I kept wondering about is whether the President has
any hope of prevailing in Texas in the General
Election in the event he is the nominee--which I
very much hope he will be. Of course, the problem
is that there are many Democrats--conservatives and
middle-of-the-roaders--who would like to support
the President in the November election, but who are
being alienated by the type of attention and consideration given this individual who, you must realize,
has very little popularity in the East and in other
parts of the country, and who, except for some old
friends and supporters, does not have near the popularity in Texas apparently accorded him by the /.-:;:··FO~~
White House.
1 <:J
<::>,
1:;
eJ i
Should the President get the nominat.itin,
~."~j
~'Vatergate will most assuredly be made an issue bY)
~
the Democratic nominee and I predict that you will
find many of the tape recordings referred to, including conversations between Nixon and this individual

2.

on milK fund and other special
as well as other discussions I
we talked about the matter . . I
this matter, but I tried to be
in the suggestions that I made

interest contributions,
mentioned to you when
have no ax to grind in
helpful to the President
to you.

Jeannette mentioned to me that she had
heard that you were in Houston a couple of weeks ago.
I am sorry that I did not get to see you but I kne\v
nothing of your visit.
With every good wish for you and Mrs. Buchen,
in which Jeannette joins, I am
Sincerely,

Honorable Philip w. Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House
washington, D. C.

Connally losing voter influence, poll reveals
By ART WIESE
Post Washington Bureau

The results of the privately financed poll
by a nationally respected public opinion
research firm. provided to The Houston

endorsement would have no effect on favorably, 46 per cent an unfavorable one
their decision.
- and 11 per cent had no opinion.
Former California Gov. Ronald Reagan
T
rcenta es' total 101 r cent, an

THE 'vVHITE HOUSE
WAS'r'. I

NGTO~·J

May 5, 1976

Dear Mr. McLaughlin:
Your letter to me of April 26 is much appreciated.
If it should turn out that the subject you mention
would become relevant to any action contemplated
by the President, I will be mindful of your communication.
Thank you very much for your interest.
Sincerely,

rf:~.~~~

Counsel to the President

Mr. Edward J. McLaughlin
Administrative Judge
Family Court of the State
of Ne'i.v York
Court House
Syracuse, New York 13202
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

VERMONT REPUBLICAN STATE COMMITTEE
Concord, Vermont 05824
August 7, 1976

Mr. Philip Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington DC 20500
Dear Mr. Buchen:
I enclose for your review a little literature about John B.
Connally. I find it absolutely astonishing that Gerald Ford
should be considering John Connally for a running mate, notwithstanding Connally's obvious qualities of ability and leadership.
I personally happen to believe that Connally did not take a bribe
to arrange a price hike for the milk producers. The man had a full
and fair trial, was judged by a predominantly black, liberal jury
in Washington DC, and was acquitted. I accept that.
My opposition to Connally stems from his oft-announced program for
America. Perhaps you have never seen it all collected in one place
before. t1.hen you look it all over, the Connally program is a recreation
of the fascist economy designed by Mussolini. It lacks the emotional
and totalitarian aspects of the fascist ideology, but other than that
it has all the ingredients. If you doubt me, read John T. Flynn's
As Ne Go Marching (1943) and then add up the Connally proposals.
In addition, if you watched or read the transcripts of Connally's
two national television panel appearances of 1975 (June 1 -NBC;
October 12- CBS), you will be struck with the fact that at a time
when Jerry Ford needed strong support for his program to restrain
inflation and deregulate the economy - efforts I supported as strongly
as I knew how, and for which I (unsuccessfully) sought the vocal support
of the Vermont Republican state committee - John Connally could scarcely
muster any kind of a favorable mention of Jerry Ford. Under pressure
from Bob Novak, he finally admitted that the President was a decent human
being. At the time he was clearly and admittedly trying to launch a
Connally third force boom, working with William Rusher and others.
Then, after sitting out the Taxas primary, he materializes at the White
House a day after Reagan names Schweiker to profess his deathless support
of Jerry Ford.
Are you sure this is the kind of man who deserves to be on the ticket
with Jerry Ford?

~»r?o.. ,_o
cc: Cheney, Harlow, Laird, Rumsfeld
Richardson, Simon, ~'!orton, Peterson

Jt-nMccl~

·JOl-IN McCLAUGI-IRY
CONCORD, VT. 05824

July 23,

1976

. TO ALL REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The name of former Taxas Governor John B. Connally is increasingly being mentioned as a pptential Republican Vice Presidential
candidate for 1976. His long experience and demonstrated ability rank
him as a man of Presidential caliber. You should be aware, however, of
the political program this recent convert from the LBJ-wing of ·the
Democratic Party has set forth for America. In his speeches and interviews over the past few years he has advocated:

*

a Federal agency to bail out staggering large corporations like
Lockheed (whose bailout was Connally's major victory as Nixon's
Secretary of the Treasury in 1971)
* a Federal bailout of fiscally irresponsible municipalities like
New York City
* Th~·imposition of wage and price controls
* The Nixon Family Assistance Plan (defeated in Congress) which
would have put millions of working Americans on welfare
* A Federal law prohibiting the sale and possession of certain
.handguns
* a number of Constitutional amendments to enhance the power of
the President and reduce that of Congress and the Judiciary
Last, and far from least, John Connally has advocated a compulsory
national service program. Every 18 year old American would be forced
to work under the auspices of the Federal government for a year of
their lives. Those 18 year olds who thought they had something better
to do than empty bedpans for Uncle Sam would have the choice of fleeing
to the free world, of which the United States would no longer be a part,
or doing a tour in the Connally GULAG.
Indeed, the Connally program for welding Big Business and Big Government
together, enhancing the power of the Federal Executive, and introducing
compulsory national service by command of the State, is strikingly
similar to the Mussolini proqram for the Corporate State in Italy four
decades ago.
·
Americans who look forward to the ;mposition of such a program clearly
have a champion in John B. Connally. Those who prefer the idea of a free ·
society, limited government and individual liberty hoped for by those
who 200 years ago laid the foundation for the American ~public should
bestir themselves to make sure the -Republ~can Convention in Kansas City
nomipates candidates dedicated to the same ideals.
.,....,--:·-.. .
.
. ) ~·· 10/i'~
<"
'

, "":t:

n McClaughry

t,·.~,~

.....CD

:.?;);

cord, Vermont 05824
,o
. · ·Note: The writer served two terms as a Republican member of the ~~~mont
House of Representatives, was Special Assistant to Richard Nixon in the
1968 Presidential campaign, and has been described in the Vermont daily
press as "arab conservative" and "ultra conservative~. He is currently
a member of the Vermont Republican State Committee.

Documentation for "Meet John Connally!"
Rlge
4 Bonfire of the tapes: CBS "60 Minutes" interview, 2/15/76;
"Haldeman Has A Turn",National Observer, 7/3/76
4 Pacific Common Market: E. B. Lockett, Lynchburg, Va., News,· 2/23/76
4 Anti-Communist Campaign in Italy: Burlington, Vt. Free Press, 4/24/76
Rutland, Vt. Herald (AP), 6/7/76
4.Panama: NY Times, 11/9/75; Conservative Digest interview, 12/75
4. Comm-it

American troops: Ibid.

4

United Nations: Ibid.

4

FBI, CIA: Ibid.

5

Deficits: Address, Connally Dinner, Houston, Texas, 7/31/75

5 Wage

&

5 Wage &

Price Controls; "architect" Conservative Digest interview, 12/75
also CBS Face the Nation, 10/12/75
Life, 6/30/72
Price Controls, defense

5 Wage & Price Controls, inequities

Conservative Di9:est interview, 12/75

5 Bussing: Address, Phoenix, Ariz., 10/23/75, reported in Arizona Republic,
10/24/75; Conservative Digest interview 12/75
5 Racial Quotas: Address, Barre, Vt., 11/2/75; reported in Barre Times-Argus,
11/3/75
5 Gun control: Conservative Digest interview, 12/75
5 Food stamps: Address, National Electrical Contractors Association,
New York, 10/13/75

v

5 Family Assistance Pla~: Life, 6/30/72
5 Nat'l Dividend Plan: Remarks, Wall St. Journal editorial board, 10/75
1
(personal communication); Aaron Latham, "John
Connally on the Comeback Trail" New York, 10/27/75
5 Deregulation:Address, National Electrical Contractors Association,
New York, 10/13/75
5 RFC:News Conference & Address, Phoenix, Ariz., 10/23/75, reported in
Phoenix Gazette, 10/24/75
5 EIA: CBS "face the Nation" 10/12/75
5 Lockheed "Performance":senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs
Committee, "Emergency Loan Guaranty Act of 1971''
(hearings) I: 126.
-r_· '\

·"',·.:.]" l

-2-

:!)ocumentation for "Meet John Connally'!"
'

6 Limi ta tio:h, ~on tenure: Address, Barre, Vt. , 11/2/7 5, reported in Barre
Times-Argus, 11/3/75
6 Mandatory Retirement: Address, Houston, Tex., 7/31/75

.

6 3 months in home district: News conference & address, Phoenix, Ariz.,
10/23/75, reported in Phoenix, Ariz.,
Gazette, 10/24/75
6 Compulsory National Service - advocacy: NBS "Meet the Press" 6/1/75
reason:
John D. Lofton, "Connally's
Confusion," Burlington, Vt.,
Free Press, 6/23/75
costs:
Personal communication from ACTION
Director Michael Balzano, 12/24/75
8 Acquittal: "ought to be a plus" NBC "Meet the Press" 6/1/75
CBS "Face the Nation" 10/12/75
8 Friedman quote: John D. Lofton, Jr., 1"Connally's Confusion" Burlington, Vt ••
Free Press, 6/23/75
8 Lofton quote: Ibid.
8 Vermont quote: Republican County Chairman. John McClaughry, news conference statement, 10/14/751 Nicholas Von Hoffman column,
Chicago Tribune, 11/1/75
9 New Guard quote: Alan Crawford, "John Connally, Superstar" New Guard, 4/76
9 CCRKBA .:
9 Human Events :

quoted. in New Guard, Ibi.
Human Events, 3/13/76

12 Biography: Senate ·Finance Committee, Nomination Hearings, 1/28/71, p. 2 •
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By Jcuaes P. Sterba
HOUSTON-In the final days of July, as united
and ebullient Democrats ordered their inaugural
gowns, and divided !lJld embattled Republicans stag- .
gered toward Kansas City, John Connally's wife,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

MAX FRIEDERSDORF

SUBJECT:

Congressman Tom Railsback

6,

,/"ta. •

Since our conversation Railsback has tried to call you
and I had the call diverted to myself and gave Railsback
your comments.
He indicated that he was trying to reach Rodino for permission to release the information to the White House and
if such permission is granted he indicated his intentions
to send it down.
He reiterated his desire to speak to you and indicated
that he hoped you would call him sometime today.
I made no indication of when you might call back .

.. . : -~i({).

<:::\
:'1.\
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Material sent to
Mr. Schmults:
8/16 Charles Ruff letter and
enclosures.
Excerpts from Nixon
transcript 4/14/73
John Connally material in
the folder on Mr. B's desk
Excerpts from pages 311-316,
Nightmare, by J. ~~
Lukas

WATERGATE SPECIAL PROSECUTION FORCE
United States Department of Justice
315 9th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20530

August 16, 1976

Honorable Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D. c.
Dear Mr. Buchen:
I am enclosing a copy of pages 30 through 33
of Government Exhibit lBA in U. S. v. Haldeman,_~~
al.

These pages are part of a transcript which
was introduced in evidence in the above-mentioned
trial and are therefore a matter of public record.
As I indicated to you, the tape itself, although it
was also introduced at trial, is subject to the
Order of Judge Sirica barring public access to it
at this time. Although I believe that the conversation reprinted here is intelligible without the rest
of the transcript, I will be glad to supply any
additional pages from the exhibit that may be necessary.
Sincerely,

/'! {

d~ -;1 I!'~ ~

CHARLES F. C. RUFF
Special Prosecutor

Flf\1/\L

TRANSCRIPT OF A RECORDING OF A
MEETING AMONG
THE PRESIDENT, H.R. HALDEMAN AND
JOHN EHRLICHMAN IN THE EXECUTIVE
OFFICE BUILDING, APRIL 14, 1973,
FROM 8:55 ~0 11:31 A.M •

.__ _

I•

,

...
...
_
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APRIL 14, 1973, FROM 8:55 TO 11:31 A.M.
EHRLICHMAN:

Uh, I am concerned about the overall aspect of
this and then -- I want to talk abo~t that before
\\'e --

PRESIDENT:

Yeah.

EHRLICHMAN:

I don't know what your timing is like.

.PRESIDENT:

No problem.

EHRLICHMAN:

We'll probably get back to it.

PRESIDENT: .

Uh, got plenty of time.

EHRLICH:tvlAN:

But, Dean called and he said, "Alright, here's
a scenario. 11
He said, 11 We've all been trying
to figure out • • • "

PRESIDENT:

Yeah.

EHRLICH~..AN:

PRESIDENT:
HALDEMAl.~

:

EHRLICHMAN:

" . • • how to make ·this go." He says, "The
President calls Mitchell into his office on
Saturday. He says, 'John, you've got to do
this and here are the facts: bing, bing, bing,
bing.' And then that's-- you pull this paper
out here. And you'd better go do this. And
Mitchell stonewalls you.
So then, John says,
'I don't know why you're asking me down here.
You can't ask a man to do a thing like that.
I
need my lawier. Uh, uh, I don't knmv \vha t I'm
facing? He says, 'You just really can't expect
me to do this?'
Uh, so the President says,
_'Well, John, I have no alternative.' And with
that, uh, uh, the President calls the U.S.
Attorney and says, 'I, the President of the
United States of America and leader of the free
world want to go before the Grand Jury on
Monday.'"
I won't even comment on that.
That's a silly (unintelligible).
What I mean is, we're -- typical of the thinking
of-- we're running out every, every line. So
that was 12:30 this morning. I, uh, uh, but, but
I

.

.

.

PRESIDENT:

I go before the Grand Jury

EHRLICH!'-1AN:

.

.

.

I

--

that's

·. , .

.

APRIL 14, 1973, FROM 8:55 TO 11:31 A.M.
PRESIDENT:

That's like putting Bob on national· television
uh •

HALDEMAN:

With Dan Rather.

PRESIDENT:

What?

· HALDE.r-.1AN :

With Dan Rather.

PRESIDENT:

• . • well, well by putting it on national tele-·
vision period. When, uh, your, uh, when your,
when your audience basically is not that big.

EHRLICHMAl"l':

Well, let's,let's take it just as far as you
calling Mitchell into the Oval Office, as a,
as a . • •
(Tape noise)

EHRLICHMAl-.J:

. • • essentially convinced that Mitchell was
linchpin in this thing . • •

PRESIDENT:

Right.

EHRLICHM.~:

• • . and that if he goes down, it can redound
to the administration's advantage.
If he doesn't
then we're

PRESIDENT:

How can it r'edound to our advantage?

EHRLICHMAN:

That . • •

PRESIDENT:

There's others - - -

EHRLICHMAN:

• • • That. You have a report from me based on
three weeks' work, that when you got it you
immediately acted to call Mitchell in as the, as
the provable.

PRESIDENT:

I see.

EHRLICHMAN:

• • • wrong-doer

PRESIDENT:

I see.

EHRLICHMAN:

• • • and you say, "My God, I've got a report
here. And it's clear from this report that
you are guilty as hell. Now, John, for.Christ's
sake go on in there and do what you should. And
let's get this thing cleared up and get it off
the country's back and move on." And, uh, uh --

32
APRIL 14, 1973, FROM 8:55 TO 11:31 A.M.
HALDE~1AN:

Well, plus the given side of it is that that's
the only .

PRESIDENT:

Even way to --

· HALDEM.AJ.'1:
PRESIDENT:
HALDEMAN:

• . . way to beat 'er down.
Well
Now, from John Mitchell's own personal viewpoint
that's the only salvation for John Mitchell.
Can you see another way? And, obviously, once
_xou have it, you've-- he's got to admit it ..

PRESIDENT:

He's, he's not gonna make it, anyway.

HALDEMAN:

Another factor in that to consider for what it's
worth, is the point Connally made to me in that
conversation w~ had on this.

PRESIDENT:

I

HALDEMAN:

I don't know whether he said this to you or not.
He made the point that you had to get this laid
out and that the only way it could hurt you is
if it ultimately went to Mitchell. And that,
that would be the one man you couldn't afford
to let get hung on this.

PRESIDENT:

Even worse than Hughes talk.

HALDEI--1AN:

He thought so.

PRESIDENT:

{Unintelligible)

HALDEMAN:

. . • seemed to be, because he's the epitome of.
your •

PRESIDENT:

Yeah.

ought to talk to Mitchell?

HALDEMAN:

Seemed to be •
That's true.

Yeah.

your hard line.

PRESIDENT:

I think he's wrong about that.
I think this is the
the worst·one, well, due, due to the closeness to
the President at the time of the crime.

HALDEMAN:

But

PRESIDENT:

Would you agree, John?

33
APRIL 14, 1973, FROH 8:55 TO 11:31 A.H.
HALDEMAN:

Well, what's bad

EHRLICHMAN:

That's the way I. see it.

HALDEMAN:

But, what Connally also said was unless it's
the President himself who nails Mitchell, then
the President is (unintelligible) .

EHRLICH!'-1AN:

Can I pull up this into the larger, in a larger
-picture? We've gotta live day to day through
these things . • •

UNIDENTIFIED:

Yeah.

EHRLICHMAN:

• . • and forget, uh, the, uh, perspective that
will be put on this period . . .

UNIDENTIFIED:

Yeah.

EHRLICHHAN:
PRESIDENT:

• three months later.
The point is whether or not -- I think I've got
the larger picture -- I think, I mean I, and I,
in this regard, the point is this that the -we need some action before, uh -- in other words,
if, if it's like my, my feeling about having ·
the Grand Jury do it and the court system do it
-rather than Ervin Committee -- now we want the
President to do it rather than the Grand Jury.

EHRLICHMAN:

No.

PRESIDENT:

And I agree with that.

EHRLICHM.AN:

Well, you're doing it in aid of the Grand Jury.

PRESIDENT:

No. No.
I didn't mean it.· I didn't mean rather
than the Grand Jury, but I mean to, to, to, to
worm the truth -- nmv look, I, I -- the Grand
Jury doesn't drag him in, he goes in as a result
of the Pr~sident's asking him to go in.

HALDEMAN:

Okay. But while you're at that point could I
argue a contrary view for a minute? 'Cause I
don't agree with that.

PRESIDENT:

Yeah.

