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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 9, 1975

Dear Ms. Cheshire:

This is in response to your request under the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, to examine and copy ""The
Gift Register which was compiled by the White House Gift
Unite during the years of Richard M. Nixon's presidency.'

For your information, the gift register was placed in storage
with other Presidential materials of the Nixon Administration
in compliance with the Order of the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia, entered October 21, 1974, as
amended, in Nixon v. Sampson, et al., C.A. No. 74-1518,
pending a determination in that litigation of the status to be
afforded to those materials., I am unable to explain the
statements to the contrary to which you refer in your letter.

My office has been advised by counsel for plaintiff Nixon that
Mr. Nixon is not able to determine his position with respect
to the requested register without further examination of the
facts surrounding the preparation of the register. In view of
the plaintiff's position, as well as the above-referenced Order
which was issued for the purpose of maintaining the status quo
with respect to the Nixon historical materials, I am required
to treat the item you seek in accordance with this Order, As
vou are aware, this Order enjoins any disclosure, transfer,
disposal or search of the Nixon Presidential materials except
under certain limited circumstances not presented by your
Freedom of Information Act request. In addition, the White
House is not an agency for the purpose of the Freedom of
Information Act and is, therefore, not subject to its mandatory
disclosure provisions. Accordingly, for the reasons referred
to above, your request is denied.

Your letter also states that the gift registers for Presidents
Kennedy and Johnson remain at the White House for use by
incoming Presidents. As a member of my staff explained to
you, this is not the case. Last May, my office was informed
that a gift register for President Johnson, along with so
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 22, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHII. BUCHEN
FROM: BARRY ROTH faL
SUBJECT: Regulations Governing Access

to the Nixon Papers

A. Access Under the District Court's Order (At Tab A),
January 7, 1976

At the present time, the Order of the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia, entered Jan-
uary 7, 1976, in Nixon v. Administrator, et al., C.A. No.
74-1852, permits access to the Nixon tapes only under the
following circumstances:

1. Pursuant to any subpoena or other lawful process,
but subject to any rights, defenses, or privileges
which the Federal government or any person may
invoke.

2. For current business of the Executive Branch of
the Federal government, pursuant to a request
approved by both the head of the department or
agency and Philip W. Buchen, but with ten days
prior notice to Mr. Nixon in order to raise any
defenses, rights, or privileges that might bar
such access; or

3. By Mr. Nixon or his designated agent for what-
ever purpose he wishes.

B. Access Upon Summary Affirmance by the Supreme Court

In the event that the Supreme Court simply affirms the
decision of the District Court, regulations promulgated by
GSA at 41 CFR Part 105-63 (at Tab B) would immediately be
fully effective. These regulations concern preservation
and protection of the Nixon materials, and permit access
to the materials under the following circumstances:

, ?9:
1. By any Federal agency or department in the Ex ’%— "
tive Branch for lawful Governmental use; pri ;aty
access 1s given to the Special Prosecutor.
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