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MEMORANDUM A -

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 2, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: DONALD S. LOWITZ

FROM: DON RUMSFELD
A} /

Atta.ched is a memo from Jerry Jones concerning the
allocation of costs for political and official trips. I
would appreciate it if you would promptly undertake a
review of this entire subject in close consultation with
the Counsel's office.

Iwould appreciate a report from you and an indication
of the issues to be decided with drafts of the appropriate

instructions depending on the optlons selected as promptly
as possible, :

Thank you.

.9 cc: Buchen
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 1, 1974
EYES ONLY - CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: 'DON RUMSFEFELD
FROM: JERRY J
SUBJECT: - Allocation of Costs for Political

and Official Trips

As you are well aware, we have been getting numerous inquiries from the
Press as to the allocation and payment of Presidential travel costs for
political trips. Our present policy is as follows.

ALLOCATION OF TRIP EXPENSES

I Air Force One Official Trips

When the President travels as Commander in Chief on an official trip, all
" who travel with him on his aircraft -- family, staff, or guests - are paid
for out of appropriated funds. Food and refreshments for his official travel
are as follows:

a. The President pays for himself, his fan;xily, and guests.
b. Staff members are charged individually,

c. The press pool are also charged individually. -

II, Air Force One Political Trips

The RNC pays for the President's political trips - charged an hourly rate
for the type of aircraft utilized as agreed to by the Secretary of Defense.
The total bill for refreshments and food for all staff members, guests, and
‘the President, of course, are also paid for by the RNC. '

III. Air Force One - A Combination of Official and Political Visits

trip, the RNC pays up to and including the last stop which is cla.,ésified a(i,

When there is a combination of political and official visits durigg;it' gfxfg)\
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political, even when an official stop is made in between political stops. The
rest of the trip then is paid out of appropriated funds as described above.

(For your information, this policy - while set during the Johnson Admin-
istration - was not changed during the Nixon Administration nor to date during
the Ford Administration. )

IV. Air Force Support Missions for All Trips

All Air Force support missions for all trips both political and official are paid
for by appropriated funds. Frequently, several aircraft have to accompany
the President on a trip -- a car plane, a communications equipment plane,

a back-up plane to carry additional staff members such as a change in Secret

" Service shift, WHCA personnel, etc. Also, Air Force One frequently flies

to all stops before a Presidential trip so that the pilot is familiar with the
landing procedures, etc. This, also, is paid out of appropriated funds even
when it is for a political trip. The rationale for this allocation, again, was
developed during the Johnson Administration and goes as follows:

a. The President does not want or need the extensive back-up and
practice missions laid on by the Defense Department in support of
the Commander in Chief during a political trip. '

b. Since this is so, these charges are made because of his position
as Commander in Chief and should not be charged to the RNC as a
political expense, for the President, were he to have his way, would
Aot have this kind of support.

V. Other Travel Expenses

a. The Advance Team

1. For official trips all Advancemen travel charges are paid
out of appropriated funds, '

2. For political trips Advance Team expenses are paid by

3. Since each Advance Team handles a single city, the allocation
between political and official is not difficult. When in a single
city the President has both official duties and political dutje&S”;
the entire stop is considered political and expenses are;’:q"harged

<
©

as such, e 3
) >
. \? “*
b. Identifiable support expenses incurred in connection with" al

activities are paid by the RNC, such as telegraph expenses, tele-
phone charges, etc.
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c. Normal salaries and expenses for personnel accompanying the
President on all trips both official and political have been paid for
from appropriated funds. The rationale for this allocation is that
those people travelling with the President do so in order to support
him as President just as they are required to support him at the White
House, and, thus, they.are performing official duties and are not,
themselves, engaged in political activities.

'PROBLEMS WITH ALLOCATION

The rationale behind the above policy may well have stood up during the

Johnson Administration, but we could now have problems in the new era: .
a. Payment out of appropriated funds for support missions which
back up political trips. '

b. Payment out of appropriated funds of salaries and expenses of
personnel accompanying the President during political trips.

The above two items, if truly accounted for, would be enormous., If the press,
who is now beginning to ask about back-up missions, gets the full Picture, I
am sure there will be many embarrassing questions asked, and we should be
prepared to handle them. Also, since the last memo to the staff concerning
political expenses was sent in December 1971 (see Tab A), our allocation
system may well have broken down by people routinely charging political
items against appropriated funds. Our policy after evaluation and recon-
firmation should be restated to the staff, '

I recommend that you have Counsel's office examine these policies in detail
in light of the new political circumstances, as well as the Campaign Reform
Act to see if they are still appropriate.. If they are still appropriate, we

then need to develop appropriate press answers for Ron Nessen for questions
he will surely get concerning these allocations, » -

Attachment







































































































































