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For Your Information: XX 

For Appropriate Handling: ___ _ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 9, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN 

In view of the President's disposition 
matter, do you think any further reply 
Morgan's attached letter is necessary? 
would like your suggestions. 

Attachment 

StP 1 o 1 

of the Kelley 
to Senator 
If so, I 
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Sapteabel' 3., 1976 

Dear Seaat~: 

Tld.a will a.ckacRrleda• receipt of your llaad
delinr..a letter of tM&y'a date to the Pr•Ueat. 

Pl ... e be u•urecl 1t will k eellecl ~tly to 
hu attattea .. 

WillU. r. lendall 
DeputJ AaaiataDt 
to tlae PrMideat 

The Houorable lolMtrt Horau 
Uaited States Seaate 
WuhiAgtoa., D.C. 20510 

IRes i}±ncoming to Philip Buchen for further handling 

WTK:JEB:VO:vo 
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RO~&:RT MORGAN 
NORTH CAROLINA 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

September 3, 1976 

I understand that you are reviewing Justice Department 
reports concerning the latest allegation of improprieties 
within the Federal Bureau of Investigation, especially with 
regard to the Director, Mr. Clarence Kelley. 

I have been very much disturbed by recent news stories 
concerning the possibility of misuse of government funds by 
Mr. Kelley. 

If true -- and I certainly would make no judgment whatsoever 
as to their truth on the basis of news reports -- the allegations 
are serious. But they are not so serious as other issues 
concerning the leadership of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and should not be the occasion for Mr. Kelley's dismissal, in 
and of themselves, if that is being contemplated. 

My service on the Senate Intelligence Committee revealed 
many past activities by the FBI which were clearly violative 
of the individual rights of American citizens. When confronted 
with proven instances of abuse, the leadership of the FBI 
adopted a hard-line approach, refusing to acknowledge the 
seriousness of violating the rights of citizens, and attributing 
what was in fact a policy of illegality to "the tenor of the times." 

I was prompted to strongly criticize the FBI 
to confront the seriousness of improper actions. 
confrontation is absolutely essential to change: 
correct a problem without acknowledging there is 

for failing 
Such a 
how can you 

a problem? 

Finally, Director Kelley took what I considered to be this 
first necessary step. In a speech at Westminister College, Mr. 
Kelley made an apology to the American people. I thought he 
was willing, then, to get the FBI back on the right track, and 
make it the kind of incorruptable, law-abiding agency the people 
deserve. I praised Mr. Kelley on the floor of the Senate for his 
courage. 

~-· l. 



The President 
September 3, 1976 
Page Two 

However, in a subsequent letter to the society of former 
FBI agents, Mr. Kelley indicated his Westminister College 
condemnation of illegal acts was no more than an effort to 
placate the Congress and avoid restrictive legislation. My 
hopes for Mr. Kelley's leadership in this crisis were seriously 
damaged. And I am troubled by accusations that Mr. Kelley 
may have in the past participated in the sort of activities 
which are so repugnant to the Constitution and to a free society. 

In short, Mr. President, I am convinced there is a serious 
crisis of leadership at the FBI. But I would like to see the 
matter met head-on. To attack the problem as if it were no more 
than a matter of three hundred dollars' worth of window valances 
would be to demean the issue. The issue is the observance of 
the Constitution -- far more than of interior decoration. It 
may be only the insistence of the President may set the FBI on 
a course of reform; merely to complain of valances, and gifts 
from subordinates, would trivialize the attempt. 

It is my prayer that if you do take action in the case of 
Mr. Kelley, that you will do so in such a way as to make it 
absolutely clear that new leadership at the FBI will be expected 
to restore the confidence of the American people that its most 
admired police agency will abide by its most essential principle 
of government -- that we have a government of laws, and not of 
men. 

I do not have any illusions about what I am arguing for; but 
neither do I have any illusions about what erosion of constitutional 
guarantees will mean to our society. I have criticized the FBI 
and have been rather savagely criticized in return. I know now 
why former presidents have been reluctant to take the FBI in 
hand. But my admiration for you is such I believe you will not 
shirk the issue, and I believe that the people's respect for your 
honesty is such that your demand for a law-abiding FBI will be 
heard with respect. 

I appreciate your hearing me out. My best wishes are with you. 

Robert Morgan 

RM/rjj 

JC_ __ 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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September 1.3, 1975 

Dear John: 

Thank you for youz September 8 letter 
.reqax:diDq the Director of the Fe<leru 
Bureau of .Investigation, Clarence Kelley. 
'I am gratified to learn that ~7QU concur 
in the decision which was reac.had, and I 
appreciate tremendously your writinq as 
you did. 

With warmest regarda, 

Sincerely, 

~he llonorable John Slack 
House of Repre!tentatifta 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

bee: w/inc. to Philip Buchen fyi 

GRF:MLF:JF~:VO:ms 



' JOHN M. SLACK COMMITTEE: 

3RD DISTRICT. 'NEST VIRGINIA APPROPRIATIONS 

Roo:J~2230 · 

RAYSU'RN HousE OFFICE BUILDING 

PHoNE, (ZOZ) ZZ5-Z711 <!Congre~s of tbe ~niteb !Stateg 
~f;ous.e of 1\.epresentatibe.U 

mmtasbington, ~.IJ!:. 20515 

CHAIRMAN: SUBCOMMITTEES FOR 

DEPARTMENTS OF STATE, JUSTiCE, 
CoMMERCE, THE JUOJClARY AND 
RELATED AGENCIES 

MEMBER: SUBCOMMITTEE FOR 

PusLic WoRKS 

September 8, 1976 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. President: 

I am writing to advise you that, on the basis of the information 

l
i have available, I must agree thoroughly with your decision not 
to ask for the resignation of Clarence M. Kelley, Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

As Chairman of the Appropriations Subco~~ittee which oversees 
the Justice Department budget, I have had an opportunity to observe 
and work with Mr. Kelley ever since his appointment. I found him 
to be forthright, factual and dedicated to a high standard of 
professionalism in his work. He has been responsive in all cases, 
and I am confident he -Nill perform as Director of the Bureau in 
an outstanding manne~. 

For these reasons, I believe you made the right decision, and 
I felt I must express myself' in a manner \-Thich supports your position. 

JS:m 

Yours sincerely, 

~~4~, 
~1.C. 

·-~-· ~ 
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