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" Mr. Ronald H. Nessen
October 9, 1975
Page Two

Your statement that live broadcast of President
Ford's speech constituted on-the-spot coverage of a bona
fide news event is at variance with the advice of our
counsel who specialize in the interpretation of Section
315. It also is at variance with my own personal
experience of thirty years in dealing with appearances
such as this and observing FCC and court interpretations
of the law.

Although a speech of the President which has
been prepared for television and radio broadcast may be
important in the general sense, that does not put it,
under the law, in the exempt category when the President
is a candidate; and the only exceptions the FCC has made
in the past thirty years of its administration were on
two occasions when the President's speech dealt with
international developments affecting national security
and were urgent in nature. '

The equal time law makes no sense. I have
campaigned unavailingly for years to have it eliminated
or modified so that broadcasters may make unhampered
journalistic judgments and the public may be better
informed on the issues.

There is one other factor I should mention,
though it has nothing to do with Section 315. It has
to do with our own standards of fairness, and particu-
larly in an election year. You probably already know
that often when the President goes on television the
Democratic leadership in Congress asks -- usually in
advance of the speech -- for similar time on the air.
In the case of Monday's speech, since you requested the
time for a speech on a controversial subject not uni-
versally embraced on a bi-partisan basis in Congress,
we probably would have offered time on the air to the
Democrats, just as we have done in the past for FOR
Republicans when a Democrat was in the White Hogée 3\\
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Mr. Ronald H. Nessen
October 9, 1975
Page Three

There is one more small point which is so
close to quibbling that I almost left it out, but 1
cite it because we have a long road to travel before
election. We were called after 2:00 PM on Monday with
a request for live coverage of the President's speech
at one time only -- 8:00 PM that evening. The man who
put the speech on a video roll had to have more notice
than we did. You gave us six hours to make a difficult
decision, and gave us conditions that made it necessary
for our decision to be black or white. We need to work
together better than that. We are both after the same
objective: an informed public. I hope we can find
ways of doing it better.

With best fegards.

Sincerely,




FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

March 30, 1976

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Mr. Philip W. Buchen

Counsel to the President
Executive Office of the President
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

In response to your request, I am forwarding herewith marked
copies of the Commission's Public Notice of August 7, 1970
on "Use of Broadcast Facilities by Candidates for Public
Office" and its ruling of October 20, 1966 in answer to a
question from the licensee of Station WBTW-TV.

Please let me know if any further finformation is needed.

Si ce;ely yours,
'

05 .

William B. Ray, Chief
Complaints and Compliance Division
Broadcast Bureau

Enclosures

cc: Commissioner Washburn



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 30, 1976

Dear Bob:

As I discussed with you over the telephone, Adrian Weiss
Productions would like to receive a waiver from President

Ford of his rights under Section 315 of the Communications

Act. The purpose of this waiver is to eliminate any claim

to equal time on the part of the President that might arise
from the use of broadcast facilities to show two of Ronald
Reagan's old movies which are owned by Adrian Weiss Productions.

Enclosed are copies of letters received from the Productions
firm. The information sheet describing the two pictures was
not enclosed, but I learned by telephone that the titles of
the two films are:

"cattle Queen of Montana"
"Pennessee's Partner"

I assume the titles say enough about the nature of the films..
I would think it approprlate to grant the requested waiver,

but I think this is a matter for the President Ford Committee
to dispose of by an appropriate recommendation to the President
and, if a waiver is recommended, a form of letter for the
President to sign.

Enclosed also is a copy of a 1966 Federal Communication Commis-
sion's letter which deals with the subject of Section 315 waivers.

I believe Mr. Weiss would appreciate a prompt response from you.

Sincerely,

Jhilip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mr. Robert Visser
General Counsel
President Ford Committee
1828 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Enclosures






























THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 16, 1976
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

o

FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN } :

SUBJECT: Request for Equal Time Waiver

Adrian Weiss Productions has requested that you waive your
rights under Section 315 of the Communications Act to permit
the television broadcast of two of Ronald Reagan's old movies -~
"Cattle Queen of Montana'' and !'Tennessee's Partner, "

Recommendation

Stu Spencer, Bob Visser and I recommend that you sign the |
attached waiver,





















