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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 16, 1974

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
UPON SIGNING A PROCLAMATION
ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN
OF VIETNAM-ERA DRAFT EVADERS
AND MILITARY DESERTERS

THE CABINET ROOM

11:21 A.M. EDT

Good morning.

In my first week as President, I asked the
Attorney General and the Secretary of Defense to report to
me, after consultation with other Governmental officials
and private citizens, concerned on the status of those
young Americans who have been convicted, charged, investi-
gated or are still being sought as draft evaders or military
deserters.

On August 19, at the National Convention of
Veterans of Foreign Wars in the City of Chicago, I announced
my intention to give these young people a chance to
earn their return to the mainstream of American society
so that they can, if they choose, contribute, even though
belatedly, to the building and the betterment of our
country and the world.

I did this for the simple reason that for American
fighting men, the long and devisive war in Vietnam has
been over for more than a year, and I was determined then,
as now, to do everything in my power to bind up the Nation's
wounds.

I promised to throw the weight of my Presidency
into the scales of justice on the side of leniency and
mercy, but I promised also to work within the existing
system of military and civilian law and the precedents
set by my predecessors who faced similar post-war
situations, among them Abraham Lincoln and Harry S. Truman.

My objective of making future penalties fit the
seriousness of each individual's offense and of mitigating
punishment already meted out in a spirit of equity has
proved an immensely hard and very complicated matter,
even more difficult than I knew it would be.

MORE
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But, the agencies of Government concerned, and
my own staff, have worked with me literally night and
day in order to develop fair and orderly procedures,
and completed their work for my final approval over this
last weekend.

I do not want to delay another day in resolving
the dilemmas of the past so that we may all get going
on the pressing problems of the present.

Therefore, I am today signing the necessary
Presidential Proclamation and Executive Orders that
will put this plan into effect.

The program provides for administrative dis-
position of cases involving draft evaders and military
deserters not yet convicted or punished. In such cases,
24 months of alternate service will be required which may
be reduced for mitigating circumstances.

The program also deals with cases of those
already convicted by a civilian or military court. For
the latter purpose, I am establishing a Clemency Review
Board of nine distinguished Americans whose duty it will
be to assist me in assuring that the Government's forgiveness
is extended to applicable cases of prior convictions as
equitably and as impartially as is humanly possible.

The primary pubpose of this program is the recon-
ciliation of all our people and the restoration of the
essential unity of Americans within which honest differences
of opinion do not descend to angry discord, and mutual
problems are not polarized by excessive passion.

My sincere hope is that this is a constructive
step toward a calmer and cooler appreciation of our
individual rights and responsibilities and our common
purpose as a Nation, whose future is always more important
than its past.

At this point, I will sign the Proclamation
that I mentioned in my statement, followed by an Executive
Order for the establishment of the Clemency Board, followed
by the signing of an Executive Order for the Director of
the Selective Service, who will have a prime responsibility
in the handling of the matters involving alternate
service.

Thank you very much.

END (AT 11:27 A.M. EDT)
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But, the agencies of Government concerned, and
my own staff, have worked with me literally night and
day in order to develop fair and orderly procedures,
and completed their work for my final approval over this
last weekend.

I do not want to delay another day in resolving
the dilemmas of the past so that we may all get going
on the pressing problems of the present.

Therefore, I am +today signing the necessary
Presidential Proclamation and Executive Orders that
will put this plan into effect.

The program provides for administrative dis-
position of cases involving draft evaders and military
deserters not yet convicted or punished. In such cases,
24 months of alternate service will be required which may
be reduced for mitigating circumstances.

The program also deals with cases of those
already convicted by a civilian or military court. For
the latter purpose, I am establishing a Clemency Review
Board of nine distinguished Americans whose duty it will

be to assist me in assuring that the Government's forgiveness

is extended to applicable cases of prior convictions as
equitably and as impartially as is humanly possible.

The primary pubrpose of this program is the recon-
ciliation of all our people and the restoration of the
essential unity of Americans within which honest differences
of opinion do not descend to angry discord, and mutual
problems are not polarized by excessive passion.

My sincere hope is that this is a constructive
step toward a calmer and cooler appreciation of our
individual rights and responsibilities and our common
purpose as a Nation, whose future is always more important
than its past.

At this point, I will sign the Proclamation
that I mentioned in mv statement, followed by an Executive
Order for the establishment of the Clemency Board, followed
by the signing of an Executive Order for the Director of
the Selective Service, who will have a prime responsibility
in the handling of the matters involving alternate
service.

Thank ou very much.

END (AT 11:27 A.M. EDT)

s 0]

s oieRLy

LAynet

o



TOTALLY EMBARGOELD SEPTEMBER 16, 1974
UNTIL 11:30 a,m. EDT

Pfﬁce of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT IN
ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE
RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA DRAFT
EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

In my first week as Presidént, I asked the Attorney General of the United
States and the Secretary of Defense to report to me, after consultation with
other government officials and private citizens concerned, on the status of
those young Americans who have been convicted, charged, investigated or are
still being sought as draft evaders or military deserters, On August 19, at
the national convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Chicago, I
announced my intention to give these young people a chance to earn their
return to the mainstream of American society so that they can, if they choose,
contribute even though belatedly to the building and betterment of our country
and the world,

I did this for the simple reason that the long and divisive war in Vietnam has
been over, for American fighting men, more than a year, and I was determined
then as now to do everything in my power to bind up the nation's wounds.

I promised to throw the weight of my Presidency into the scales of justice

on the side of leniency and mercy, but I promised also to work within the
existing system of military and civilian law and the precedents set by my
predecessors who faced similar post-war situations such as Abraham Lincoln
and Harry Truman,

My objective of making future penaltiesfitsthe seriousness of each individual's
offense and of mitigating punishment already meted out in a spirit of equity

has proved an immensely hard and complicated matter, even more difficult

than I knew it would be. But the agencies of government concerned and my

own staff have worked with me literally day and night in order to develop fair
and orderly procedures and completed their work for my final approval over

this last weekend. I do not want to delay another day in resolving the dilemmas
of the past, so that we may all get going on the pressing problems of the present.
Therefore, I am today signing the necessary Presidential proclamation and
executive orders that will put this plan into effect.

The program provides for administrative disposition of cases involving draft
evaders and military deserters not yet convicted or punished. In such cases,
24 months of alternate service will be required which may be reduced for
mitigating circumstances. The program also deals with cases of those already
convicted by a civilian or military court, For the latter purpose, I am estab-
lishing a Clemency Review Board of nine distinguished Americans whose duty
it will be to assist me in assuring that the government's forgiveness is
extended to applicable cases of prior conviction as equitably and as impartially
as is humanly possible.

The primary purpose of this program is the reconciliation of all our people
and the restoration of the essential unity of Americans within which honest
differences of opinion do not descend to angry discord and mutual problems
are not polarized by excessive passion. ‘

¢ -3,::1 )
+ <
My sincere hope is that this is a constructive step toward a caimer anﬁ; ooler
appreciation of our individual rights and responsibilities and dur co pur-

pose as a nation, whose future is always more important than'ths past‘.“'

.

# # #



,2 u)k-af o ;! "
s, .’.’ gy mnbina - e

Tl e 7/ Gt m

| e A-zpﬂaﬁy uauf _'10 CﬁQQ ,gngé? 5 [ BAQ

s 2. daB bt - o aco _a_?
|2 Fhine .ol . J',Mn—ﬁ; - .
| J30  2padene 400 m#a‘(é@w@v)

J‘1dfmﬁm_qum neCoG.
)
lo, Netoa C}HA.Q

$100  dvady Y dosont@-

ée.'aﬁ/lsz

XA L.ocwul MEOJ /’DOD/OD'
Balt 2 Sl W SRl

WL{@CCML

ﬂ- | %(//)m /)n‘lé conptad WJMM w/

4

: Mg___ i u‘// aéllcou.g /Lﬂ?m@
o AN AMU(LP /

3, Mu w/ UD w/\%doﬂ“zgo'

0] B howndls ooy [ouaf5

#
%\

. ¥0%,
<
> )
kS
>
*

<Y

e




War Cr|t|c Goodell Heads Amnesty Unit === '/

IhrryRmenth!

Swedenbysqme hoﬂedtoewape militaryservme Amnesty




Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.



September 21, 1974

You alsc urge

iﬂm&unamym-
lled by unemployed or disabled

and several of your colleagues

for the September 18 letter to

those slots which could be £

of the

I have checked with the Director of the Selective Service
since he is administering the program of alternste ser-
vice, and vas informed that a&s a genesral rule it is not

institutions., Nonetheless, you ah assured that youy

contemplated that these men will serve in VA adainistersd
letter has been passed along for

i aea o 2

President and his appropriaste advisors.

wWith varm regaxd,

7?7

Wl

/

Deputy 2Assistant
to the President

Sincerely,

Tem C,

Marsh FYIX

205190
Dr. Marrs -~

The Honorable Hobert P. Griffin
United States Senate
Counsellor
Jay French -

Washington, D.C.

bee w/ine:

TCK:EF :mlu



Ssptembarxr 21, 1974

Dear Senator:

I would like to thank you for ths September 18 lettsr to
the Preasideat in which you and several of your eclleagues
the alarm of veterans across the ocountry about the
that draft ovaders and/orxr man:{:ﬂm
alternative service jobs in n hospitals. You unrge
that ao alternative sexvics slots be taken away from
those slots which could be f£illed by unemployed or disabled
vetezans.

I have checked with the Director of the Selective Service
since he is administering ths program of alternate ser-
vm.mamthMtuamltmiehrm

The Honmorable Roman L. Eruska

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

bee w/inc: Dr. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FPYI
Jay French - PFYI

ICK:EF:mlu
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Dear Mr, Chairman:

;w

...m
il

Tom C, Kozologes
Assistant
to the Presideat

Sincerely,
Wl

20510

The Honorable James 0O,

United States Senate
Dx, Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay Prench - FYI

boe w/inas
TCK:EFsnlu

Uashington, D.C,
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20810

Dr. Marrs - for further handling

Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay Fremch - FYI

r ] ’-c.

The Honocrable Barry Goldwater

Onited States Senats

boec w/ine:

Nrazs.
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President and his appreopriate advisors,

With varm regard,

Eonetheless, you
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institutions.
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The Bonorable Ted Steveas
United States Senats

ﬁm, D.C,
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September 21, 1574

The Nomorable Dewey P. Bartlett
United Statss Seaate

Washiagton, B.C. 20510

boec w/inc:

TCK:EF:mlu

Dr. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay French - FYI
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zrule it is not

1 have checked with the Director of the Bslective BService

since he is administering the program of alternats ser-
gensral

lstter bhas been passed along for the attention of the

President and his appropriats advisers.

vioes, and was informed that as a
With warm xegasd,
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The Honorable William Lloyd Scott
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

beec w/inc: Dr. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay French - FYI

TCK:EF:mlu
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contemplated that these men will serwve in
institutions. Nenstheless, you may be as

T O T Ky
With wvazm regaszd,

Sinverely,

Tom C. Kere

The Eonorable Bill Brock
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

bee w/inc: Dr. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay French -~ FYI

ICK:EF:mlu
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Byrd, 3z,

he Hemorabis
United States Sanate
Dr, Marrs - for further handling

Counselloxr Marsh - FYI
Jay Fremch = FYI

Washington, D,C. 20810

boe w/inc:

TCKsEF:mlu



Septamber 21, 1974

ICK:EF:mlu




September 21, 1974

Dear Senatorx:

hiit

H

it is net
that
acth

ing the program of altermats ser-
a gemsral
in
say be
the a

advisors.
Sineerxely,
Daputy Assistant
to the President

m:muamnmummunm
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26510

Dr. Marrs - for furthex handling
Counselloxr Marsh - FYI
Jay French -~ FYIX

¢ B.C.

The MNomorable Robext T. Stafford
United States Senate

beec w/ins:

ICK:EF:mlu
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Dx. Marrs - for further handling

The Nomorabls Noward W, Cannen
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay French = PYI

Washiagten, D.C,

bee w/inc:
ICKsEFsmln
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’i‘/’ﬁwg/
Tom C, Korologos
Deputy Assistant
to the President

TCKsEFsmlu Q. FOp
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September 21, 1974
X have chacked with the Director of the Selective Service
sinos hs is administering the program of altermate ser-

20810

Dr. Marrs ~ for further handling

s B.C,
Counsellor Marsh - PYI
Jay French - FYI

The Honorable Charles M. Pereoy

United States Senate

bee w/ino:
ICK:EF:alu
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September 11, 1974
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The Nomorsble Milteon R. Young

20510

United States Seanate

Washingtom, B.C.
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September 21, 1974

e
Tom C. =
Ly Assistant
to the staat

Siacesely,

Pr. Marrs - for further handling

The Honorable Jesse ). Helns
lﬂ.c.u
Counsell ——

bce w/ine:
TCK: EF :mlw



convey the alarm of veterans across the ceuntry about the
prospests that draft evaders and/ex desertars Ium-uo given
alternative sexvice jebs in VA hespitals. You wrge
that no alterastive sarvice slots be taken awvay from

those slots which could be ¢ by unemployed or disabled
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I have checked with the Director of the Sslective Service
Mhhmmmmdnmuur-
vice, and was informed that as 2 gemeral rule it is not
scatemplated that these men will serve in VA administexed
institutions. Nonetheless, you may be assured that yeur
lsttar has been passed alomg for attention of

4

The Nonoxable Johm Tower
United States Senate

mo’.ct 20510

bee w/ine: Dx. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYX
Jay French - FYI

TCK:EF:mlu




L

Septamber 21, 1974

Tom C.,
Deputy Assistant
to the President

20310

Dx. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - PYI

I D.C.
Jay French - FYI

The Homorable Edward J. Gurney

United States Senate

bee w/inc:
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September 21, 1974

Dear Senator:

I would like to thank you for the Septembder 18 letter
mm-xmthmammmmamnzm
convey the alarm of veterans acro
Mmtmttmhtlw“h
alternative service jobs in VA hospitals. You urge
that no alternative service job slots be taksn away from
those slots which could be filled by unesployed or disabled
veterans.

I have checked with the Director of the Selective Sexvice
since he is administering the program of alternate ser-

%
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vice, and wvas informed that as a general rule it is not
contemplated that thess men will serve in VA administered
institutions. Nonetheless, you may be assured that ’ﬂt

lettexr has been passed along for the attentiom of
President and his appropriats advisors.

With wvarm regazd,
Sincerely,

Tom C. Xoreologos
nmty Assistant
the President

The Honorable Henry Bellmon
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20310

bee w/ine: Dr. Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh -~ FYI
Jay French - FYI

ICK:EF:mlu
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September 21, 1974 Yoy

Dear Mr, Chalrmang

I would 1like to thank you for the September 1§ latter to
the Prasident in which you and several of your colleagues
convey thes alarm of veterans acrogg the country about the
prospacts that draft evaders and/or desertere ray ba given
altarnative saervice jobs in VA hospitals, You also urge
that no alternstive service 4ob slots be taken away from
those slots which could bhe filled by unemployad or disabled
veterans g K

T have chacked with tha Director of the Sslective Saxvice
aince he is administering the program of alternate ssr-
vice, and was informed that as a general rule it is not

. contemplated that these men will serve in VA administered

institutions., Honethaless, you may be assursd that your
lettor has been passed mlong for the attention of the
Preaident and his appropriate advisors.

With warm regard,
£ Bincerely,

/et

Tom C, Xorologos
Deputy Aseistant
to the Presideat

The Honcorable Jennings Randolph F
United States Senate
wuhinqtm‘ D.Ce 20510

bee w/incs Dr. Marrs = for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - PYI
Jay French = FYI

TCK:EFPsmiu
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Septenber 21, 1374

Dear Senators K

St e 2

I would like to thank you for the Septenher 18 letter to
the President in which you and geveral of your colleagues
convey the alarm of veterans across tha country about the
prospacts that draft evaders and/or desertars may be given
altermstive service jobs in VA hospitals, You also urge
that no alternative serviee job slots be taken away from
those slots which could be £illed by unemployed or disablad

veterans,

I have chaecked with the Director of the Selective Sexvice
since he is administering the program of alternata serw
vice, and was informad that &as a general rule it is not
contemplated that these nen will serve in VA administered
institutions, Honstheless, you may be assured that your
letter has been passed along foy the attention of the

Presfident and his appropriate advisors,
With warm vegard,
Sincersly,

Ton-

oz C, Korologos
Daputy Assistant
to the President

The Ronorable Robert C, Byrd
United States Senate
wuhinqeon, DeCe 20510

bec w/incs Dr, Marrs - for further handling
Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Jay French = ¥FYI

TCK:EFsnlu
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CLIFFORD P, HANSEN, WYO,
STEOM (HUARMOND, S.C.
ROSEWT T. STAFFORD, VT,
JAMES A, MCCLURE, IDAHO

Wlnited  Diafes Denate

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

13, GENERAL COUNSEL

September 18, 1974

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

It has come to our attention that veterans across
the Nation are alarmed at prospects that draft
evaders and/or deserters may be given alternative
service jobs in VA hospitals under your recent
amnesty proposal.

Veterans, particularly those who have been disabled
in the service of our country, would consider this
an affront to the sacrifices they made for our
people. We respectfully, but strongly, urge that
you take the necessary steps to allay these fears.

The current rate of unemployment for veterans between
the ages of 20 and 24 is around ten per cent. We
urge that no alternative service job slots be taken
away from those slots which could be filled\by
unemployed or disabled veterans.

We appreciate your strong commitment to the welfare
of America's veterans.

With kindest regards and best wishes,

Respectfully,
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 27, 1974

Ted Ma;rs

Tom Korologos ‘n‘.

Letter from 32 Senators to the President
regarding reports that draft evaders and/or
deserters may be given alternative service
jobs in VA hospitals.

Sam Shaw of the Selective Service called this office this morning and

said that the SS would like to participate in the drafting of a Presidential
response to the subject letter, if such a letter is prepared. The Senators'
letter was sent to you for further action on September 21.

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI

cc: Ron Nessen - FYI

/3 cc: Jay French




Eeptembar 21, 1374

Dear My, Chalrmans

I wonld: like to-thanik you for the  Septesiber- 15 letter to
the President in which you and several of your colleagues
convey the-alarn of veterans across the country ahout. the

- prospects that draft evaders and/or deserters may ba given
alternative service jobs in VA hespitals. You also urge
that no alternative service job:slots be taken away f£ron
those slots which-conld be £11iad by unexployed or dimabled
vetsrans.

"I have checksd with the Director-of the Selective Sarvice
aince he is administering the progran ¢f alternata ser-
vice, and was informed that-as a genersl rule it is not
contenplatad that these men will serve in VA administered
instisutions, Hometheless, you may be assured that your
lettex has baen passed along for tha attention of the
Presideant and hi= appxopriste advisors.

With warm regard,
Sincerely,

Tom Co Eoxologos
Depnty Asgistant
o the President

7
o
The jenorable Jennings Randolph 74 A
United States Senate jm
Washington, P.C. W30 70
: Q
bee w/ines Dr. Harrs = for further hamiling (< 2
Counsellor Maxrsh =~ PYIX ‘;3 5
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4 ANCE HARTXE, IND., CHAIRMAN
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GUY H. MC MICHAEL 111, GENERAL COUNSEL
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS® AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

September 18, 1974

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr._ President:

A It has cone to our attentlon Ehat veterans across

{5\ -the Nation are alarmed at prospects that draft
evaders and/or deserters may be given alternative

service jobs in VA hospitals under your recent
amnesty proposal.

Veterans, particularly those who have been disabled
in the service of our country, would consider this
an affront to the sacrifices they made for our
people. We respectfully, but strongly, urge that
you take the necessary steps to allay these fears.

The current rate of unemployment for veterans between
the ages of 20 and 24 is around ten per cent. We ™
urge that no alternative service job slots be taken * -
away  from those slots which could be f111ed‘by
unemployed or disabled veterans.

We apprec1ate your strong commitment to the welfare
of America's veterans.

8

With kindest regards "and best wishes,

Respectfully,




The President
Page 2
September 18, 1974
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September 26, 1974

Dear Mr, Karpatikin:

Thank you very much for your letter of Septemaber
19th, eaclosing seweral copies of The New York
Times articls which you wrote about arnnesty.

Your article is very thought~prevoking and I
appreciate your views and opinions.

Most sincerely yours,

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mr. Marvin M. Earpatkin
Karpatkin, Ohrenstein & Poilet
1345 Avemue of the Americas
New York, New York 10019




KARPATKIN, OHRENSTEIN & POLLET
COUNSELORS AT LAW

MARVIN MOSES KARPATKIN 1345 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS

MANFRED OHRENSTEIN NEW YORK, NEW YCHRK 10019
MICHAEL N. POLLET

(212) 765-2700
JOHN E.LE MOULT

- September 19, 1974

STEVEN DELIBERT

CABLE ‘KARPOLAW NEWYORK"*

Philip W. Buchen, Esq.
Counsel to the President
White House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

I enclose a copy of a recent article which I
published in The New York Times concerning the absence
of any need for ammnesty for a large number of young men
who may be thought to be draft evaders, but who are, in
fact, not.

I would be delighted to provide any additional
information you may request.

Very truly yours,
Marvin M. Karpatkin

Enclosure
MMK : rnk




New York Times 9/18/74

A Sate Return

By Marvin M. Karpatkin

_-President Ford’s endorsement of am-

nesty in August, which culminated
Monday in the proclamation of a con-
ditional’amnesty program, touched off
an important national debate, long
overdue, on what the conditions for
amnpesty should be, or whether there
should be any conditions at all.

It is not sufficently known, however,
that large numbers of young men who
left the United States rather than ac-
cept induction into the armed services
have no need for any amnesty, absolute
or ~onditional. '

‘i'ney do not require any act of Presi-
dentia! ¢ legislative grace because the
United Siates Supreme Court and Fed-
eral appellate courts have established
legal principles under which their in-
duction orders are plainly unlawful,

One of the most unfortunate aspecls
of the entire amnesty discussion is that
many of these young nien abroad have
never been authoritatively informed
that their continuing voluntary exile
may be completely unnecessary.

Some examples: ‘

® In 1970, the Supreme Court ruléd
in the case of Welsh v, United States
that conscientious-objector status need
not he based on relipious beliefs: Sin-
cerely held moral and ethical heliefs in
opposition to participation in war in
any form would suffice. Cansequently,
any induction order that followed a
denial of the objector’s claim, because
it was “nonreligious,” was illegal.

The problem is that hundreds, and
perhaps thousands, of nonreligious oh-
jectors, who could have casily quali-
fied under the Welsh doctrine, left the
country before the Welsh decision.

And very few of them know: that
Welsh has been held reiroactive, and
thalt the distinguished Court of Ap-
peals for the First Circuit, in Boston,
has ruled that such a person may vin-
dicate his position by proving, even
years later, that the reason he did not
file any conscientious-objector claim
was that he knew he would not have
a chance of peiting a nonrelizious con-
scientions-objecfion  claim recognized
by his dralt hoard, -

O In the latter vears of the draft,
which ended on June 30, 1973, a series
of court decisions—and then an act
of Congress——established a rule that a
draft hoard could not deny a con-
scientious-objection  claim, or any
other claim for deferment, without
furnishing cogent reasons for its ac-

" tion.

But many young men left the coun-
try in anger and frustration that their
carefully prepared and documented
claims were denied, without opinion
and without reason, before this salu-
tary legal principle was adopted.

Although their indictments for re-
fusal of induction may be years old,
and although Justice Department
statistics may consider them ‘“fugi-

tives,” there may be thousands more ’

who could successfully assert this de-
fense and be completely exonerated.

‘punitive reclassification

® One of the great national dis-
graces of the draft era was the inade-

quacy of preinduction physical exami-"

nations.’ The Army was compelled to
discharge tens of thousands who never
should have bcen found acceptable in
the first place.

Federal courts finally began to
insist that local boards perform their
legal duty of reviewing every claim
for deferment, inciuding claims based
on physical defects. The boards had
previously, in violation of law, simply
referred these claims to Army examin-
ers, or in a shockingly large number
of cases a clerk would merely file the
claim away, and not refer it to any-
one.

Under the Ford doctrine, established
by the Court of Appeals in Boston in
United States v. Ford—Kevin Thomas
Ford was a draflee— and concurred
in by virtually every Court of Appeals
in the country, this kind of filing and
forgetting makes an induction order
illegal.

® Until their action had been out-
lawed by the courts, local hoards had
assumed the power, never granted by
Congress, ta ‘declare” a draftee
“delinquent” because of some asserted
failure to comply with regulations, and
to impose thrce types of sanctions:
from a de-
ferred classification to 1-A, or "avail-
ahle for military service”; acceleration
of induction, abead of one's normal
order to call; and induction without
a preinduction physical examination,

Although the Supreme Court in
1969 ruled this delinguency scheme (o
be “blatantly lawless,” no one knows
how many men in Canada, or else-
where, have an absoluie defense he-
cause they were subject to the uns
constitutional-delinquency treatment.

1t is questionable if the stalistical
material presented to President Ford
takes into consideration the large
number of cases in which these and
many other defenscs are available.
The President should direct Attorney’
General William B. Saxhe tlo sys-
tematically review all files of so-

called evaders and to dismiss the .
indictments in all cases that can be * -

closed out hy simply honoring de-

fenses established by judicial prece- -

dents.

This would greally

reduce the

Presidential burden, and more signifi-

cantly it {vould help to do justice to a

Jarge number of young men who are -

guilty of no crime,

It would demonstrate something ..

that has been documented in hundreds

of Federal court cases but is easily -
forgotten: A huge amount of draft-law -
evasion and violation was committed

by the draft boards and the adminis-

trators of the Selective Service Sys- :

tem.

Marvin M. Karpaikin, who practices .

law in New York, is general counsel
of the American Civil Liherties Union,
which supports total and uncondi-
tional amnesty.
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ROBERT TAFT, JR.
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Wlnifed Diafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

September 24, 1974

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

My dear Mr. President:

Congratulations on your creation and implementation of a program
for the return of Vietnam Era draft evaders and military deserters.

| commend you on your courageous move which represents a very
positive step resulting in a practical method whereby draft evaders
and military deserters can return to this country or cease to be
fugitives without creating further divisions among Americans.
Enough bitterness has already been generated in the discussion

of these issues, and the timing was right to initiate a program which
| know a sizable majority of citizens will support.

In good conscience, however, there are some aspects of the pro-
gram with which | must take some issue and suggest reexamination.
As you know, the basic concept which underlies both the legisla-
tion | have proposed and the Executive action you have taken is
that the men are not to be prosecuted for their actions, but are to
be allowed to earn for themselves the status of full and participating
citizens. [ am concerned that the imposition of a requirement for an
agreement of allegiance (the draft evader) or an oath of allegiance
(the military deserter) may be construed by the individuals in-
volved, and later by the courts, as an unconstitutional bill of
attainder in violation of the United States Constitution. My concern
arises out of the case of Ex Parte Garlahd, 71 U.S. 3(1867) in
which the United States Supreme Court struck down an oath .re-
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The President -2- September 24, 1974

quired as a condition of the practice of law by the government of the
Confederacy. In Garland, the Court was faced with highly emotional
and controversial issues relating to the very fabric of our country.
Surely in this instance, we should carefully adhere to the principle
that the earning of immunity from prosecution should not be condi-
tioned upon an unconstitutional condition. It would be unfortunate if
your extremely commendable program were to be enmeshed in consti-
tutional litigation because of an unnecessary requirement.

Furthermore on the practical side, | believe this requirement is an un-
necessary condition as it may operate as a personal affront to the views
of those individuals who might benefit from the program. Many of the
draft evaders who either left the country or went underground firmly
believed that they have engaged in the course of conduct required by
their beliefs by resisting the draft. Evaders and deserters will, with
some justification, equate taking an oath of allegiance as an admission
of error and, therefore, preclude them from taking part in this most
worthwhile program. | submit that the issue to be considered at this
point is not whether draft resisters were right or wrong in abiding by
their judgments. The issue now is simply whether we can create a
successful mechanism for resolving this situation and thereby con-
ciliate the divergent views held by Americans. The condition that

an applicant take an oath of allegiance will not serve this purpose.

Furthermore, |_would not have included deserters within the confines

of any program of conditional amnesty. Those who are in the military
are subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice which, as you know,
involves an entirely separate and distinct system of law and procedure
than applicable to draft evaders. Men who left the military service and,
particularly those who deserted in time of war in a combat situation,
had a more disruptive impact on our Nation's defense posture than those
who merely failed to appear at an induction center. In preparing my
bill on "earned immunity ," my research revealed that the military es-
timates that less than five percent of those who desert do so for idealogic
reasons. Most young men desert because they are immature and do not
adjust properly to a military environment. Some of these individuals
leave the service because of a variety of reasons, including the compa
sion of crimes or discreditable involvement with military auth'origz B "8
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The President =B September 24, 1974

An amnesty program which includes deserters would be inherently
unfair and certainly disruptive of military discipline.

I also forsee a problem in dividing the implementation of the amnesty
program between the Department of Justice, the Department of Defense
and the Clemency Board. Creating a division of authority among these
three agencies without sufficient coordination can have the effect of pre-
venting uniform administration of the amnesty program. To avoid

these problems , | would delegate to the Clemency Board the exclusive
power to deal with all members of the specified class of persons to whom
you have extended this conditional offer of amnesty. The Board could
then promulgate the rules and regulations and develop a uniform criteria
in considering the merits of each individual case. The Board would
then be in a superior position to prescribe the appropriate conditions

of alternative service, if any, to each applicant; the fulfillment of which
would entitle each to earned immunity.

In closing, please accept my heartfelt thanks for allowing me the oppor-
tunity to communicate my ideas with you regarding the Earned Immunity
Act of 1974. You have my assurance that notwithstanding our points of
disagreement, | shall continue to support your program in every way
possible.

Personal regards.
Sincerely,

S

ROBERT TAFT, JR.
United States Senator

cc: The Honorable Charles Goodell
Mr. Richard Tropp



Octeber 1, 197
Dear Mz, Prices
am in recelipt of the news clippinge frem the MIAMI HERALD
and 87, PETERSBURG TIMES which you forwvarded to my
office. ! assume that you are in secord with the positions
expressed in thesa clipping

The President has indicated that any person sesking a parden
gitrggﬁrgl ustice
by uiilising enisting presedures. To my knowledge neither Mr.,
Dean nor his -!ogrn‘g%’

The amassly program was designed to offer both evaders and
deserters the opportunity to retura heme. Those whe wanted

an uncoaditional amngsty disagres with the Presideat’s initiative,
On the other hand, those who know that millions respended to
their seuntry's call believe any amaesty undsrmiinss our matien's
defense. The Presidest has, in my epinien, struck the right
chord for mest Americans by adopting 8 course that falls between
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10/2/74

To: Dr. Marrs

From: Jay French

I think this is better
responded to by you.
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P. 0. Box 1345
Roswell, New Mexico 88201
September 23, 197L.

Hon.Gerald Ford, President of the United States
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C, 20500,

Dear Mr., President:

Your anxiety to heal -wounds by the mass amnesty route has resulted in a wound in your own
Achilles heel by the arrow of draft evader resentment. 1 recently sent letters detailing
an original plan first submitted by me to the White House August 18, 1970, to legislators
presently holding office. One such letter went to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff because of a strong military interest. Realizing the amnesty subject would come up
controversially in the future, my 1970 plan anticipated it by describing who should be

amnestied and why. There was no proposal of general amnesty. Here is my plan, worked out
through observation of all angles and based on many years of social experience.all around.

First 1 proposed examination of all draft evaders who had already served in the armed forces,
many in Vietnam. These men had been honorably discharged and called up for service again,
This time they fled the country or hid inside it. These former veterans should have been
considered for amnesty first of all. Extension to include those draft evaders who had been
subjected to severe emotional strain, as in case of loss in family, could be made. Example:

a report stated the case of an evader now in Sweden whose brother had been killed in Vietnam.
I would send him home unconditionally amnestied at once. His brother paid for that. But I
would not establish mass amnesty that would lump veterans, plain "resisters" and deliberate
desgserters into a single conditional category. This was one of your biggest mistakes, Mr.
President, Already, veterans meeting in Canada have voiced anger at being included with those
deserters. It has been said that your mind is predominantly aural than visual. This could be
the Achilles heel of your well meant intentions. When Messrs. Saxbe and .Schlesinger poured
their wrong advice into your ears,.you did not visualize the inevitable results. All men who
have worn the uniform of their country and been officially recognized for it feel distinctive,

Here is what I would do about amnesty. First of all the men would not be forced to come to
the United States and be processed by Justice Department lawyers or machine minded civilians
wrapped in paper routines, Why put them and the government to needless expense? The LOO or
so draft evaders in Sweden would be a pilot beginning, I would at once eliminate those who
had become Swedish citizens, Next would be quick, ainderstanding appraisal of those married to
Swedish women to find amnesty eligibility and willingness to return to the U,S, Single men
would follow, This design would be used in.Canada city by city and province by province, At
all times the impression of crowd conformity and mass inclusion would be carefully avoided,
except in cases of outright military deserters, To place them with veterans or those grieving
at family-loss would be to insult all members of the armed forces honorably discharged past,
present and future, It alsc should not be forgotten that many draft evaders. do not want to
Yeside in the States but would like to have their self exiled status cleared for free visits
to the States and the peace of mind of self and familiés--another reason for rejection of the
two year "work their way back™ stipulation, What I stress here, Mr. President, is the loss
of individual initiative impelling their destinies to function under what they felt were such
unjustified conditions of draft, causing "resistance® to it, that brings resistance to your
mass amnesty proposales On television interview a draft evader said logically, "President
Ford tried to please everybody and ended up.pleasing nobody.® Quite so. And, ¥o this I would
add, no President of the United States or head of any country can be all things to all men.
I-certainly hope this letter will be put right.into your own hands. to do something. to stop

a bad buck from stopping at your desk for more amnesty bedevilment. Best wishes to you.

"‘3&
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R. R. de Rougomont
Po 0. Box 13,"5,
Roswell, New Mexico 88201. :

NS &y \;// Hon, Gerald Ford; President of the United States
. White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington, D. C. 20500,
Att
Messrs.Buchen, Hartinann,Marsh,

for the President.
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To: Dr., Marrs

From: Jay French
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" Assigrant ATromay GoEmaL
CrimmiaL Divisioss

Bepurtment of Fuatice

Wxelington 20530
SEP 23 1914

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr., Jay French
Office of the Counsel to

the President

e White House

FROM: Henry E. Petersen
Ssistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Transmitted herewith is a copy of the
recommended Immigration and Naturalization Service
policy on applicants for admission to the United
States pursuant to the Presidential Clemency
Proclamation with respect to Vietnam draft
resisters in situations where the United States
citizenship of the applicant is in doubt.

The Deputy Attorney General has adopted the
INS recommendation as the policy which will be
followed by the Department.

VA
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Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr., Jay French
Office of the Counsel to

the President

The White House

FROM:3 Henry E. Petersen
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Transmitted herewith is a copy of the
recommended Immigration and Naturalisation Service
policy on applicants for admission to the United
States pursuant tc the Presidential Clemency
Proglamation with respect to Vietnam draft
resisters in situations where the United States
citizenship of the applicant is in doubt.

The Deputy Attorney General has adopted the

INS fecommendation as the poliey which will be
followed by the Department.

Enclosure




A citizen of the United States whether by birth
or naturalization who has become expatriated is an
alien and is not within the ambit of the Presidential
Proclamation. If he presents himself at a port of
entry in accordance with law before January 31, 1975,
he should be treated in the following manner if he
claims to be a citizen and his United States citizenship
is in doubt:

(a) At land border points of entry he shall be
refused admission and advised when and where
he may appear for a hearing before an Immigra-
tion judge. He shall not be paroled into the
United States.

(b) At other ports of entry the applicant shall
be paroled into the United States and arrange-~
ments shall be made for an expeditious hearing
before an Immigration judge, since the carrier
cannot be ordered to remove the applicant
from the United States until the matter of
his United States citizenship has been resolved.
This policy does not constitute authorization
for a carrier to bring persons to the United
States without passports or other documents
which may be required by law or regulations.

(c) 1In cases of a person under either (a) or (b)
it will be the policy of the Department of
Justice to grant 15 days to the applicant to
apply for the amnesty privilege. If he is
ultimately found to be a citizen of the
United States, the 15 days will run from date
of notification that he is a citizen of the
United States.
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WASHINGTON
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October 3, 1974

Dear ir. Chairmans

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
neans of earned was raised in your letter
of September 18th to President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform thair service in Veterans
Administration hospitals.

As to taking jobs from veterans, you may bhe
assured that the 1 dent*s guldelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector pregram,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Howard W. Cannon
tnited States f%enate
s DuCs 20510

ocs__Counsellor Marsh - FYI o FORN
Mr. Jay French - PYI Q e\
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October 3, 1974

Dear Mr. Chairmans

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of sarned reen was raised in your letter
of September 18th to President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals.

ueommjm'ziagunum,muyu
assured that the Px t's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Bslective Service Director understands this

and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available

applicants, If there ars specific questions in

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable James ©O. Eastland
United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20810

ces Counsellor Marsh - PYI

smet  Mr, Jay Prench = PYI
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October 3, 1974

Desar Mr. Chairmans

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Vetarans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On bshalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their ssrvice in Veterans
Aduinistration hospitals.

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President®s guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case.
The Selective Bervice Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants., If there are specific gquestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
with the conscienticus objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable John L. NeClellan
United States Senate

Mim. D.C, 20510

ocs  Counsellor Marsh - PFYI
ceCs Mr. Jay French ~ FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Mr, Chairmans

The guestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Aéministration hospitals as a
means of sarned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that thare is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe~
cifiecally stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective fervice Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
hnmuh:cm“ommwnntmu
applicants, If there are fic questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service esxperience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Jennings Randolph
Onited States Senate

m' D.Cs 20510

ccs Counsellor Marsh - FYI
98¢ Mr. Jay Prench - FYI
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October 3, 1974

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters psrform their sexvice in Veterans
Administration hoeepitals.

to taking jobe fxom veterans, you may bes
assured that the t's guidelines have spe-

in areas where there are more than available
applicants, xfanum ie questions in
muw,  Director will be glad to

Theodozs C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the Presidest




Ocgtober 3, 19274

Dear Senator Allen:

The gquestion of using draft evaders and desertors
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

Oon behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hoapitals,

As to taking jobs from veterans, you may be
assured that the Pres t's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to he the case,
The Selactive Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where mmmmﬁumnamubh
applicants. If there are specific gquestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

gincerely,

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable James B. Allen
United States Senate

Washington, D,C, 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYY
29r Mr, Jay French - FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Bartletts:

The guestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
September 18th to the President.

behalf of the President X am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or desarters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals.

g &

umuu.njdn-mZ‘::e-Monu.yu-ybo
that the Pres t's gulidelines have spe~
gifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this

and will insure that ecarned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in

regaxd to this, the Director will be glad to

i

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

oc: _ Counsellor Marsh - FYI
8 Mr, Jay French - FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Bellmons

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 1l8th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
yumtemumumttommum-

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earmed reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them bhased on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodere C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Henry Bellmon
United States Senate
m' D.C., 20510

oes 1lox Marsh - PYI
MNx, Jay ¥Prench - FYI
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October 3, 1574

Administration hospitals.

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Bill Brock

Commsellor Marsh - PYI
,cﬁ/lz.-hyrmch rFYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Byrds

The qguestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Aduinistration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are nore than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate
Washington, D.C., 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI
€€t Mr, Jay Prench = FYI

TCM:1d4
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Cottong

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hespitals as a
moans of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Adninistration hospitals.

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
mnxmmtmmmmunu
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious obhjector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Horris Cotton
United States Senate
Washington, D.,C. 20510

’g_/mllotm-m
3 Mr, Jay Prench = PYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Doles

The guestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased te assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

assured that th- t'a qum.um have spe-—
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,

The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious obijector program,

S8incerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senate
W' D.C, 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI
Set MNr, Jay Prench - FYI

TCM: 14
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Panning

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to vork in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
mma-mmnm:mmm:

Theodore €, Marrs .
smuxmumteomrmwm =%

cce Marsh - FYI
Mr, J Prench - PYI
ay /{(ﬁo‘},‘&\_‘
TCMs 1d gw
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On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders

perform
Administration hospitals,

in aress where there are more jobs than available
applicante, If there are fic questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experiences
with the conscientiocus objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Barry Goldwater
United States Senate
Washington, D.,C, 20510

’:e‘;/Comeuca: Marsh - FYIX
Mr, Jay French - FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Griffing

The guestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Vetarans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs from veterans, you may be
assured that the Pres t's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case.
*he Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more than available
applicants, If there are specific gquestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious cbjector program,

S8incerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Robert P. Griffin
United States Senate

Washington, DeCo 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - PYI
vect Mz, Jay Prench - FYI

TCM3dl
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Gurneys

The quastion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals.

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President’s guidelines have spe=-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Edward J. Gurney
United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20510

:}/emullurmr-h-m
t Mr, Jay French = FYI
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'October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Hansent

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of sarned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hoepitals.

As to taking jobs awvay from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Salective Sexvice Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will he
in areas vhere there are more jo than available
applicants, If there are specific guestions in
regaxd to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Clifford P. Hansen
United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 203510

ccs  Counsellor Marsh - FYI
et Mr, Jay French - FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Helmss

The question of using draft evaders and Jdeserters
to work in Veterans Administration heospitals as a
weans of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of Septenmber 1l8th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, yvou may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to he the case.,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas vhere there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are spocific guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Spacial Assistant to the President

The Honorable Jesse A. Helnms
United States Senate
Washington, D.,C, 205190

ccs  Counsellor Marsh - FYI
lect Mr., Jay Prench - FYI

TCM:1ld
TCN=-1




October 3, 1974

to work in Veterans Administration hespitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

Oon

behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Thecodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Roman L. Hruska
United States Senate

W. D.Ce 20510

ccs Counsellor Marsh - FYI
-oey Mr, Jay French - FYI

TCMz:1d
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October 3, 1974

Daar Senator Johnston:

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work im Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in vour lestter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evadera
or deserteras perform thelr service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President’s guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Belecgtive fervice Director understands this
and will insure that sarned reentry work will be
in areas wvhere there are more than available
applicants, If there are fic questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Belective Service experience
with the conscientious objector progranm,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable J. Bemnett Johnston, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, D.,C, 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI
|-=8t Mr, Jay Prench - FYI

T™CMz 1ld
TCM=1



October 3, 1974

Dear Senator McClures

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Belective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants. If there are specific guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientiocus ebjector program,

8incerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable James A, McClure
United States Senate

ccs unsellor Marsh = FYI
Mr, Jay French - FYI
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Dear Senator Melntyre:

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Adninistration hospitals.

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the casme,
The Selective Zervice Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will he
in areas where there are more than available
applicants, If there are specific guestions in
zegard to this, the Director will be glad to
with the conscientious ohjector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Thomas J. Holntyre
United States Senate

Washington, D.,C, 20510

ces Marsh = FYI
T Mr, Jay Prench -~ FYI

TCMzld
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senater Nunng

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs from veterans, you may be
assured that the t's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas whera there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific gquestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious chijector program,

2incerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The lonorable Sam Wunn
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

ce:  Counsellor Marsh - FYI
»eC1 Mr, Jay French - FYI

TCM:ld
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Percy:

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your lettor
of September 18th to the President.

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President®s guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Seleoctive Service Director understands this
and will insure that sarned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more than available
applicants, If there are fic questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them bhased on Belective Service experience
with the conscientiocus objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Charles H. Percy
United States Senate

Washington, D.C, 20510

cct ellor Marsh - FYI
m., Prench = PYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Schweiker:

question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned re was raised in your letter
of September 18th to President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure

3

jobs away from weterans, you may be
: the President's guidelines have spe-
oifically stated that this is not to be the case,
Selective Service Director understands this

Theodore T, Marrs
mmamunnumm-mm
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Youngs

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On bahalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
ARdministration hospitals,

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

Waghington, D,C, 203510
cos 1lor Marsh - PYI

Mr, Jay French - FYI
TCM21d
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Thurmonds

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September l8th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you nay be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earmed reentry work will be
in areas where thare are more than available
applicants, If there are specific guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service sxperience
with the conscientious objector progranm,

’M’,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Strom Thurmond
‘United States Senate
s DCo 20510

ces Counsellor Marsh - PYI
Mr, Jay Prench - PYY
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Scotts

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in vour letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders

g
|
5
:
:
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applicants, If there are fie gquestions

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable ¥William Lloyd Scott
United States Senate
um. D.C. 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI
et Mr. Jay Prench - FYI
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Octoberx 3. 1974

Dear Senator Stafford:

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitals,

As to taking jobs aw ¢ YOu may be
assured that the l'ro:{dcnt‘l qnl.dclim have spe=-

cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more jobs than available
applicants, If there are specific gquestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector precram,

mr.l’ ’

Theodore C, Harrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Robert T. Stafford
United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20510

ccs  Counsellor Marsh - FYI
~c€: Mr, Jay Prench - FYI
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Stevens:

The guestion of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 1l8th to the President,

On bshalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Aduinistration hospitals,

As to taking jobs away from veterans, you may be
assured that the President's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that sarned reentry work will be
in arsas where there are more jobs than availahle
applicants, If there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the comscientiocus objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant toc the President

The Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate
W. D¢, 20510

cc: Counsellor Marsh - FYI
(S83 Mr, Jay French - FYI

TCMzld
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October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Tafts

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hospitals as a
means of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of September 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am plessed to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Administration hospitala.

As to taking jobs from veterans, you may be
assured that the Pres t's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Selective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas where there are more than available
applicanta, If there are fic guestions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientiocus objector progranm,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Robert Taft, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C, 20510

ccs Counsellor Marsh - FYI

leeT Mx. Jay French -« PYI KE
Q

TCM:1ld <

TCH=-1 =



October 3, 1974

Dear Senator Tower:

The question of using draft evaders and deserters
to work in Veterans Administration hespitals as a
neans of earned reentry was raised in your letter
of fepterber 18th to the President,

On behalf of the President I am pleased to assure
you that there is no intent to have draft evaders
or deserters perform their service in Veterans
Adninistration hospitals.

th&mjmm!mnem,muyho
assured that the dent's guidelines have spe-
cifically stated that this is not to be the case,
The Seslective Service Director understands this
and will insure that earned reentry work will be
in areas wvhere there are more than available
applicanta, 1f there are specific questions in
regard to this, the Director will be glad to
answer them based on Selective Service experience
with the conscientious objector program,

Sincerely,

Theodore C, Marrs
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable John Tower
United States Senate

Washington, D.,C. 20510

ces Counssllor Marsh - PYI
t Mr, Jay French - FYI
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Cutober 9, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Rishard Kearney
Ceasvsl

, Coanpel
Dapariment of the Army
FROM: Jay Fressh
SUBIECT: Avtsabed tnlogram

Wauld you ploass assiat me in replying te this sslogram
Commander-ineChial,

from Johs J. Sang, Natisaal
of Poveign Wase of the U. 8.

/—Q)l: RA N .,1 %
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 15, 1974

Dear Congressman Rangel:

The President has asked me to respond further to your letter of
September seventeenth. You have proposed that the President
consider an extension of the amnesty to include those who served
in the armed forces, between the dates set forth in the Proclama-
tion, and who received a less than honorable discharge.

The program as presently constructed already includes those
persons who received any punitive discharge or an Undesirable
Discharge for absentee offenses. The category of discharge not
covered, of which you speak, are those administrative discharges
above the level of Undesirable and below the level of Honorable.
There are two reasons this category was excluded. First, by
including this category there would be created an inequity since
these persons would receive veterans benefits while most of those
falling in the lower categories would not be eligible. Second, as
a practical matter few service personnel were given a discharge
for absentee offenses above the level of Undesirable.

I hope this response provides you with the information you seek.
Sincerely,

Buchen
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515




Cctober 15, 1974

Deay Congressman Rangel:

The President has asked me to respond further to your letter of
September seventsenth. You bave proposed that the President
consider un extension of the amnuesty te include those who served
in the armed forces, between the dates set forth In the Proclama-~
tion, and who received & less than honorable discharge.

The progra: as presantly coastructed already includes those
persons whe received any punitive discharge or an Undesirable
Discharge for abssutes oifenses. The catagory of discharge not
covered, of which you speak, are those administrative discharges
above the level of Undeairable and below the level of Honorable.
There are two reasons this category was excluded., Firss, by
including this category there would be created an inequity since
thagsa perscns weuld receive veterans benefits while most of thase
falling in the lower categories would not be eligibls. Second, as
a practical matier fow service personnal were given a discharge
for absentes oifansss above the level of Undesirable.

1 bope this response provides you with the information you seek,
Sincerely,

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
House of Representatives
Washingtos, D. C. 20515

cct William Timmons
Dr, Ted Marrs
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Baprtesber 27, 1575

Dzsr ¥p, Baugel:

I wish to ackmowladgs sud fhank yeu {ox your Septembay 17
lsottar i thw Presidsmt urxging thak ke sousidex exzending
£%0A3%7 ko thoss who servesd ia the Arsed Torcss and Teceived
lass taan iwworebles diseherzas, whish in suny lositsmses wase
sradicated dn the iadividusl's basls opposinion to cha
Tiatnan wax,

Tow 2y be sasured your latter will be callied 2o tha srowpt
giteation of the Fraslident sad the senbars oI the 3817 whe

ars chazgad with iaplsswmating the samesiy Prozyan. 1 an
canfident your views will be ziven sarsful study.

Bigs kind vapavds,
Binsacvely,

Haz L. Frisdaradeet
Dagury dssistant
29 the Prasidsst

The Evnoradlia Chmliss 8. 3&!:3&3‘
tsuse of Reprassatatives
Vaahingoow, B.G. 22515

bee: w/inecoming to Phillp Buchan foxr appropriats reply.

Fleass furnish this office of action taken
bees w/incoming to Stan Seott - for your informatien
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CHARLES B. RANGEL COMMITTEES:
1971 CONGRESSIONAL DiSTRICT JUDICIARY
- New YorK DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

e eibe e T &angrzss of the Wnited States B il

TELEPHONE: 202-223-4365(] J/ i N-:~ra Yore, Mew Yomx 18027
g 4 £pe =: 21286/
i | ‘,/“ House of Representatibes T e

=X £ . i

: T 3 Y.’ g i - MRS. VIRGINIA L. 2ELL.
i s i \J wasb!ngtun, ‘B-‘L- 20013 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

PLEASE RESACND TG
September 17, 1974 OFFICE CHECKED:

3 wasHiNGTON
0 w=w yomrx

President
wWhite House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I welcomed your announcement of a program to provide
conditional amnesty to fraft re51stors and deserters of the
Viet Nam era. In departlng from your predessors inhumane
intransigent refusal to consider the question of amnesty
you have shown courage and compassion. For this I applaud

AN

vou.
I_would urge you howevexr, to consider extending your
offer of amnesty to those who served in our armed forces_ l
i 1dur1ng the Viet Nam. oo contlict and were released with Lﬁss— /
Than~Honorablglescharges. /

Many men, particularly Blacks, went into the army because
they knew of no alternatives or because the armed services
were an escape from thezs harsh realities of ghetto life.

They were drafted because they could not enter colleges

which permitted access to student deferments, draft resistance
counselling and other methods of avoiding service in this
unpopular war.

When they were in the serxrvice however, they oftentimes
reached the same state of revulsion against the immorality
of the war that caused others to avoid the draft. At this
point, they protested, but in a system that would not tolerate
protest, they were subjected to disciplinary action and, ul-
timately, bad conduct and less-— than-honoxable discharges.
The reasons for their protest were the same as the draft
evaders, and they should not be penalized to a greater ex-
tent than those who because of economic circumstances were
more aple to evade the draft rather than protest the war from

within.
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.President
Septempner 17, 1974
Page «2-

I call upon you to exercise the gquality of mercy and com-
passion which you have shown in granting amnesty to this
larger group of men who are suffering because of there
conscience opposition to an immoral waz

CHARLES B. RANGEL
Member cf Congress
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Wednesday 10/30/74

9:55 Jay said to tell you twice we have received a letter from this
guy oo that‘s, how he's aware there is one guy still in jail,
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