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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 20, 1974

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of

H. Res, 1367,

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article 1I,
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here, Nor
do the legal decisions relating to pardons. The reasons for my
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been
explained, The controlling considerations which led to my
decision were the subjects of the pardon proclamation and my
televised message to the American people on Septembe and
were the main subjects of my September 16 news-£onference;
additional background information was provided at Whitd House
briefings on September 8 and 10, Copies of these materials are
enclosed,

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have
received, 1 am responsible for the pardon decision, I am
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my
own conscience and conviction, I hope the Subcommittee will
agree that we should now all try, without undue recrimination
about the past, to heal the wounds that divide Americans, We
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we
can do it together,

Sincerely,

Gerald R, Ford

The Honorable William L, Hungate
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice -
Committee on the Judiciary

House of Representatives
Washington, D, C, 20515




s H. RES. 1367

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMEBER 16,1974

Ms. Anzue (for herself, Mr. Bapmiio,-Mr. Joun L. BorroN, Mr. DELLoMs, Mr.

S wom W N

-

10
11

Ewsere, Mr. HecHLER of West Virginia, Mr. Hevrstoski, Ms. HoLTzMAN,
Mr. KocH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. SToxEs, Mr. SYMINGTON, and
Mr. CuarcLes H. WiLson of California) submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the President of the United States is
hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with
the following information:

1. Did you or your representatives héve- specific knowl-
edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard
M. Nixon prior to-issuance of the pardon? If so, what were

these: c}ﬁarges'!

2. Dld Alexander Halg refer to or d‘lSCllSS a pardon for_'~ -
Richard: M Nizon w1th. Rlchar& M. .,N ixon or representa- )
tives of Mr. leon at any tlme durmg the week of August 4 :;

1974, or at any subsequent tlme‘l If so what promlses were
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made or conditions set for a pardon, if any? If so, were tapes
or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversations or
were any notes taken? If so, pleasc provide such tapes,
transcriptions or notes.

3. When was a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re-
ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-
tives or Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides,
including the pcriod when you were a Member of Congress
or Vice President?

4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions
or -negotiations with Richard M. N ixon or his represeﬁta-
tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and

locations 2

5. Did you consult with Attorney General William

Saxbe -or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making

the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what
facts and legal authorities did they give to you'

6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential npminee,

Nelson Rockéfeller before making the decision to pardon

Rlchard M leon and 1f S0, What facts and legal authontles B

did he glve to you’! _L -:},;,5; PETHE R e.'_- -

7..Did you consult Wlth any other attorneys ‘or profes-‘

'SOTS of law before making the demsmn to pardon Rlchard M A

Nixon, and if so, what facts. or legal authontles did they

give toyou'l S
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8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard M.

Nixon to make a confession or statement of criminal guilt,
and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by
you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives?
Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon
in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the
suggested or requested language.

9. Was the statement issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
mediitely su'bgeQuén't 'to-jann'(')uncement of the pardon made
known to you -or your representanves prior to its announce-
ment, and was it approved by you or your representatives?
) 10z Dld you receive any report from a psychiatrist or
other physmmn statmg- that Richard M. Nixon was in other
»than good health? If 80, please provide such reports.
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93p éggz:gr:;ss | H. RES- 1367 :
RESOLUTION

An’ mqmry relating to Presidential pardon of
Richard Nixon. ‘

By Ms. Anzpa, Mr BaprLro, Mr. J oHN L. Buz-
TON, M.  Deviitms, Mr. Efuserd, Mr. HecH-
LEr of West Virgimia, Mr. HxrsTosgr, Ms.
Hovrzman, Mt. Koon, Mr. RGSENTHAL, Mr.
Stirk, Mr. Sroxmd, Mr. Syminerow, and
Mr: Cuarces H. WiLson of California

.. BeerEMsga 16,1074 .
Ifeferred' to the Committee on the: Judiciary
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September 17, 1974

President Gerald R. Ford
The White House
‘¥Vashingten, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

On September 16, 1974, Representative Abzug of New York

introduced a resolution of inquiry, H. Res. 1367, which has
becn referred to the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the
Committee on the Judiciary. Uander the Rules of the liouse,

the Committee cn the Judiciary is called upon to consider this
resolution within seven iegislative days of its introduntinnm,

To assist us in the expeditious consideration of this

measure, I respectfully request that you provide the Subcommit-
tee with the following information as requested by this privi-
_ leged resolution:

1. Did you or your representatives have specific
knowledge of any formal criminal charges pending
against Richard M. Nixon prior to issuance of
the pardon? If so, what were these charges?

9. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss a pardon
for Richard M. Nixon with Richard M. Nixon or -
representatives of Mr. Mixon at any time during
the week of August 4, 1974 or at any subsequent
time? If so, what pronmises were made or con- '
ditions set for a pardon, if any? If so, were
tapes or transcripticns of any kind made of these
conversations or were :any notes taken? If so,-
please provide such tapes, transcriﬁtions'qr notes.
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President CGerald R. Ford

Page 2

September 17, 1974 .

VLH:rts

VWhen was a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first
yoferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon,
or representatives of Mr. Nixen, by you or your
represcntatives or aides, including the period
vhen you were a member of Congress or Vice
President?

Who participated in these and subsequent dis-
cussions or nepotiations with Richard M. Kixon
or his representatives regarding a pardon, and
at what specific times and locations?

Did you consult with Attorney General William
Saxbe or Special Prosecutor Leon Javorski before
making the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon
and, if so, what facts and legal authorities did

they give to you?
Respegtfully, ) : A
ﬂZ{ 7y

WILLIAM L. EUNGME -
Chairman
Subcormittee ofi Criminal Justice




September 23, 1974

Dear Mr, Chairman:

It has been called to my attention that a subsequent

letter of yours to me dated September 18, 1974, refers

not only to H, Res. 1367, but to an additional resclution
introduced by Representative Conyers, H. Res. 1370,
Piease be advised that the response of Ssptember 20, 1974,
concerning H. Res. 1367 is also applicable to H. Res. 1370.

Sincers ly.

The Honorvable William L, Hungate
Chairman, Subsommittes on Criminal Justice
Committee on the Judiciary

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C, 20815
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Sepntenrer 18, 1671

President Gerald R. Ford : .
Tne V¥nite House : ' S )
Washinzton, D.C.

Deas Mr. President: : ' P

~ Subseguent to v letter to vou of Seoterder 17,
1974, concerning Renresentztive Abzus's rescluticn of
dmouiry, H.Res. 1367, Representative Sohn Conrrsrs of

Michican introduced a second resoluticn of intuiry,

H.Res. 1370, wihich also hzs been referraC to tns °u'\-
committee

on Crmmal Justice of the Cocomittes on the
Judiciary. 4

the Cormiltzs on
ider these rssclutions

Under the Riles of the Fouse,
the Judicisry is calied uopon to cons

within seven legzislative days of thzir introcuction. I

WLH/bts

am enclosing printed cories of both resoluticns and

resoectfully recusst that you provide tne Subcezrittee,
with responses to the imuiries contained in these 1
leged leglslatlve measures.

Enciqsures ‘

(/0?'?‘ weth /""""‘(/
/o7

ASSOSIATE GLNEIRAL COUNIOL:

e me . 3
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- IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Serreamner 17,1974

Mr. CoxyEns submitted the following resolution; \\lnch was rcferrcd to thc
: Committce on the Judxcmy U S I

RESOLUTION

Resolwd That the Pmudent is directed to furnish to the

House of Representatives the full and complete mfounahon
and facts upon which was based the decision to grant a par-
don to Richard AL I\mon, including— |

" (1) any representatlons made by or on behalf of . |
’ lhch:ud M. leon to the I’1e°1dent° | ) |

(2) any m[onmtxon or f"lClS 1)rcscntcd to ﬂlc P1cs- B

ident \\Jth respcct to thc mcntal or phy<1cal hcalth 0 

Richard M Nisoni i - SRR S o -

v o =1 o cn' nx_.oo' 85

100 " (3) any mfnrmmnn m poss*ca*mn m control of ﬂJc

1‘1. _ DPresident Wlth 1cspect to the oﬂ'cmcs \\Inch x\cxc al-
R A e =




¢ &
1 lkcgcdly commitied by Richard M. Nixon and for which
2. a pardon was granted;
3 (4) any representations made by or on behalf of
4 the President to Richard M. Nixon in connection with

5 2 pardon'foi' alleged ochnscs':_:gainst the United States.

6 The President is further dirceted to furnish to the Ilguse of

7 .Representatives the full and complete information and facts

- 8 in his possession or control and relating to any pardon which

9 may be granted to any person who is or may be charged or

10 convicted of any offense against the United States within the

11 - prosecutorial jurisdiction of the Office of Watergate Special

- 19 -Prosccution Force.

-




930 CONORESS

£ Sessiox H RES. 1370

RESOLUTION

Dirvecting the President to furnish to tho ITouse
of 1u-prcscntntwus the information on which
he Lased his decision to grant a pardon to

Richard M., Nixon and certuin other infor-
mation.

By \[1‘ Covnm

i

Serremues 17,1074
TNeterred to the Committee on the Judiclary
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Uongress of the Hnited States

Gonunittee mr the Judictary

House of Representatives
Washington, B.A. 20515

September 17, 1974

4( President Gerald R. Ford
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr., President:

As

GENERAL COUNSEL:
JEROME M, ZEIFMAN

ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL:
GARNER J. CLINE

COUNSEL:
HERBERT FUCHS
WILLIAM P. SHATTUCK
H. CHRISTOPHER NOLDE
ALAN A. PARKER
JAMES F. FALCO
MAURICE A. BARBOZA
ARTHUR P. ENDRES, JR.
FRANKLIN G. POLK
THOMAS E. MOONEY
MICHAEL W. BLOMMER
ALEXANDER B, COOK
CONSTANTINE J. GEKAS
ALAN F. COFFEY, JR.

I mentioned in my letter of September 17, 1974, the Subcommittee

on Criminal Justice, of which I am Chairman, has pending before it

H. Res, 1367 relating to the pardon of former President Richard M.
Nixon. In addition, the Subcommittee has pending before it a variety
of proposals relating to the disposition of tapes and documents
compiled by former President Nixon and currently within the custody
of the Federal Government.

Under the circumstances, I respectfully urge that no further action
be taken affecting the disposition of such materials until Congress
has had sufficient time to thoroughly consider the issue,

Respectfully,

WLH:rtd


















September 24, 1974

To: Hugh Morrow

From: Eva Daughtrey

The attached ticker

was delivered to our

office as I was assembling
the package of materials
for you ~--- so thought you
raight like a copy.
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{(PARDOK?

WASHINGTOK (UFI) -- THE ChHIP ‘AN OF R HOUSE SUBCOHWITTEE
INYESTIGATIKE PmEnID:hT FORD’S FAROOH GF FREDECESSOR RICHARD WIRON
SAID TUESDAY HE HAY CALL A HHIT: HOUSE RIDE TO ERPRED OR FORD'S

EXPLRKARTION OF ThE nFTIUf
RT LEAST THO WEKRERS OF THE JUDICIARY SUBCOHRITIcE, REFS. BELLH
RRZUG, D-K.Y.. RHD DOW EDMARDS. D-CALIF.. 3EID THEY COHSIDERED FORDS

PESPONSE TO THE PRNEL’S INGUIRY INRDEGUARTE AND EYEH IRSULTIRG

IH YIEd OF THRT, SUBCORKITTEE CHAIRHAR WILLIAN HUKGARTE. D- itil
SHID HE MAS CONSIGERING £ REGUEST FOR TESTIHOKY gY EITHER PHILIF
BUCHEK GR JOHN HERSH. THE PRESIDEKT’S TGF LEGAL ROYISERS.

IN RESPONSE T0 R REGUEST BY HUNGRTE LAST MEEK. FORD SEhz THE
SUBCORKITTEE R LETTER SRYING THRT EITHER HE GR BUCHEN HAD RRSHERED
ALL OUTSTRHDING BUESTIONS RBOUT THE PARDON AT KEMS COHFERERCES.
TRANSCRIPTS OF HAICH WERE EKCLGSED WITH ThE LETTEE. .

REP. ARZUG. RUTHGR OF A RESGLUTIGH OF INGUIRY WHICH PROKPTED
HUKGARTE’S REGHEST. SRID rﬁFﬁ'S REPLY "REYERLS R KOW-SERIDUS ARD
TRIFLING ATTITUDE THAT DEHERKS THE FAUTHORITY AHD DIGKITY GF THIS
CORMITTEE RED THIS PRELIRHEWTRRY PROCEDURE. ™

*17 15 TOTRLLY IWADEQUATE FOR WR. FORD TO FtﬁFi'D
BATCH -OF WHITE HOUSE PFESS RELERSES RND RN ACCOHPRRY

CotTh
2014,
~mE

=1, T00." SRID EDMARDS, ¥FIND HIS RESFONSE HOT OHLY 1d1nL}:* gy
VERY CLGSE 70 BEING DISRESPECTFUL OF THE HOUSE RKD THIS CORMITIEE ?
HUKGATE HRD RSKED FORD TO EXFLAIK THE REASOHIKG BEHIKD ThE PARDOK.
THE NAKES OF THE PERSOHS WITH HHﬂh HE COWFEREED EE.T 1T, HHETHER THE
ATTORNEY GEHERAL OF THE SFECIARL MATERGATE FROSECUTOR WERE CORSULTED,
ARD WHETHER FORD HAD KHOMLEDGE Qr AHY CRIWIHAL CHARC ES MHICH HIGH
HAYE BEEHW BROUGHT AGHIHST HIXGH.
' FORD’S LETTER SRID 1k REPLY:

By}

et W

*REGARDLESS OF AHY BACKGROUKD IKFORBRTIO
RECEIYED, 1 AN RESPORSIBLE FOR THE PREDON D
THAT IT WARS THE RIGHT COURSE 7O FOLLOW IN R

" CONSCIEHCE AND CORYICTIOHW.®
HUNGATE DECLIKED TO CHARACTERIZE FORD’S RESPONSE, BUT 5RI
SEEMS TO HE IT HAY MAKE IT DESIRABLE THRT SOHE LIYING PERSOH AT
WHITE HOUSE COHME UP AKD RESPOHD TO THE COHHITTEE.® HE SHID HE HAY ASK
BUCHEH OR MARSH T0 AFPEAR NERT TUESDAY. :

UPT 09-24 Ge6:27 PED

H OR RDYICE I HAY HAYE
ECISIGH. I AN SARTISAE
CCORD HITH HY OHK
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Up-147
(PRRDOK)

WRSHINGTON (UFI) -- THE CHRIRMAN OF A HOUS
INYESTIGATING PRESIDENT FORD’S PRRDGN OF FRED
SRID TUESDAY HE MAY CALL A WWITE HOUSE RIDE T
EXPLAKATION OF THE ACTIOK.

AT LEAST THO MENBERS OF THE JUDICIARY SUBCOMNITTEE, REPS. BELLA
RBZUG, D-H.Y., AND DON EDMARDS. D-CALIF., SAID THEY CONSIDERED FORD’
RESPONSE TO THE PRHEL’S IKQUIRY INRDEQUATE AND EYEN INSULTING.

TN YIEH OF THRT, SUBCONHITTEE CHAIRMAN MILLIAH HUNGATE. D-®O..
SHID HE WRS CONSIDERING R REQUEST FOR TESTINONY BY EITHER PHILIP
BUCHER OR JOHN MARSH. THE PRESIDEWT’S TOP LEGAL RDVISERS.

I} RESPORSE T0 R REQUEST BY HUNGRTE LAST WEEK. FORD SENT THE
SUBCOMMITTEE § LETTER SAYING THAT EITHER HE OR BUCHEN HAD ANSHERED
ALL OUTSTANDING QUESTIOHS RECUT THE PARDON AT KEKS CONFERENCES.
TRAKSCRIPTS OF WAICH WERE ENCLOSED WITH THE LETTER. |

REP. ABZUG. RUTHOR OF f RESGLUTION OF INQUIRY WHICH PROWPTED
HUNGATE’S REGUEST, SAID FORD‘S REPLY "REVEALS A HON-SERIOUS ARD
TRIFLING ATTITUDE THAT DEHEANS THE RUTHORITY AHD DIGNITY OF THIS
CONNITTEE AND THIS PARLIAHENTRRY PROCEDURE.

*1T 15 TOTALLY INADEGUATE FOR HR. FORD TO RESPGHD BY SENDING A
BATCH OF WHITE HOUSE PRESS. RELERSES AND AK ACCOMPANYING LETTER, " SHE
3 R G UN

*1, T00," SAID EDWARDS. "FIHD WIS RESPONSE NOT OHLY CAYVALIER BUT
JERY CLOSE T0 BEING DISREGPECTFUL OF THE HOUSE RKD THIS CONMITTEE.

HUNGATE HAD ASKED FORD T0 EXPLAIN THE REASONING BEHIND THE PARDON,
THE NAWES OF THE PERSONS WITH WHOM HE CONFERRED ABOUT IT, WHETHER THE
RTTORNEY GEWERAL OR THE SPECIAL HATERGATE FROSECUTOR MERE CONSULTED,
RKD WHETHER FORD HAD KNOMLEDGE OF ANY CRIKIHAL CHRRGES MHICK MIGH
HAYE BEEN BROUGHT AGAINST NIXOM.

FORD’S LETTER SRID I REFLY:

"REGARDLESS OF ANY BACKGROUKD INFORMATION OR ADYICE 1 HAY HAY
RECEIVED, 1 AM RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PARDON DECISION. I AN SATISFIED
THAT IT A5 THE RIGHT COURSE TO FOLLOM IN ACCORD WITH MY QWK
CONSCIENCE AND CONYICTION. ®

AUNGATE DECLINED 10 CHARACTERIZE FORD'S RESPONSE, BUT SAID *IT
SEEMS T ME IT MAY MAKE IT DESIRABLE THAT SOWE LIVING PERSOH AT THE
WHITE HOUSE COME UP AND RESPOND TO' THE COMNITTEE. ® HE. SRID" HE MAY ASK
BUCHEN OR NARSH TO AFPEAR NEXT TUESDRY. . ~fowy

UPT 09-24 §6:37 PED | R o \72\
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.


















DRAFT PWBuchen 9/25/74

Dear Mr, Chairman:

This letter follows your two letters to me of September 17, 1974,
one of September 18, 1974, and one of September 25, 1974, These
letters referred to resolutions of inquiry, H. Res. 1367 and H, Res, 1370,
and with your September 18 letter you furnished copies of the respective
resolutions.

This letter also follows my letters to you of September 20, 1974,
and September 23, 1974, the first of which was accompanied by enclosures
of the following:

(i) Text of the proclamation by me granting pardon to

Richard Nixon issued September 8, 1974;

(ii) Transcript of my televised message to the American
people on the same day;

(iii) Transcript of my news conference on September 16, 1974;

(iv) Additional background irf ormation provided at White House

briefings on September 8 and 10.

By your letter of September 25, 1974, you seek a separately stated
response to each inquiry in the two resolutions,

My position remains as I have stated publicly in my words to the
Nation, of which you have exact copies. In addition, I have prepared this

further response to you in the interests of accomplishing what I
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to do by my proclamation and message. The object was to overcome
as quickly as possible disruptions to the efforts and cooperation we
desperately need for solving current problems that gravely threaten the
future stability and welfare of our country. These disruptions relate
to the eventsthat brought about the resignation of the former President
and were the result of offenses against the United States occurring before
I came to the Presidency on August 9, 1974,

If, as indicated by the resolutions before you, my proclamation for
pardon of the former President has not had immediately its intended effect
to allow this Nation to concentrate on its urgent present problems, I make
this further response in the earnest hope of overcoming those concerns
which are still directed toward past events. I do so as an extraordinary
measure and without prejudice in other circumstances to reliance on rights
granted or inuring to the President.of the United States under our
Constitution and to the full protection of such rights, not only for myself

while in this Office but for all future Presidents.

Further response to H., Res. 1367

l. The only information I had which is in any way related to the
first inquiry has been disclosed through release on September 10, 1974,

of copies of the enclosed memor andum of September 3, 1974, pr ';sg )
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by Special Prosecutor Lieon Jaworski by Henry Ruth of the Watergate
Special Prosecution Force. So far as I know, no representative of mine
had any related information beyond what appears in such memorandum,

2. I have no knowledge of the matters covered by the second inquiry
except as stated in my response below to the third inquiry and as I have
read the following in Time magazine of September 30, 1974, at page 31:

"There was every idea imaginable around, "' he [General Haig]

declared, "including the idea that Nixon should pa rdon himself

and everybody else.' There were only two options seriously

considered. The first was to resign unconditionally, as he did,

or see it through and let the system work to the end. He knew

the outcome. He felt an obligation to the country, "

The time referred to was just after the contents of transcripts, which
became public on August 5, 1974, first became known at the end of
July 1974, to General Alexander M. Haig, Jr., and others within the
White House.

3. While I was a Member of Congress or Vice President, the
possibility of a pardon for Mr, Nixon was not a subject of discussion
with Richard M. Nixon or any of his representatives except as follows:
General Haig reported to me about developments and suggestions that
were current within the White House staff at the end of July 1974, I e Fo,,.o
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personally opposed consideration by Mr. Nixon, or by anyone advisif§
o
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him, which would involve a pardon or any promise of a pardon as a

precondition or inducement for his resignation, and I made my opposition
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known to General Haig., Also, I made no such promise whatsoever and
gave no assurances, express or implied, in that regard., Further, to
the best of my knowledge, no representative or aide of mine had any dis-
cussions with Mr, Nixon or his representatives on the subject of a possible
pardon for him until September 1974,

4. The only discussions with Richard M. Nixon or his representatives
or aides about a possible pardon for him which I know about that took
place after I became President occurred starting September 4, 1974.
Counsel to the President Philip W, Buchen met with Herbert J. Miller,
counsel for Richard M, Nixon, on the morning of that day and again on
the morning of September 5, 1974, both times in Washington, D. C. The
only other participant on those discussions was Benton Becker. He had
been asked by Mr., Buchen starting August 31, 1974, to assist him as a
lawyer in researching for answers to legal questions relating to a possible
pardon for Richard M, Nixon and otherwise to assist on matters related
to the Nixon papers and tape recordings. Other discussions occurred
enroute to California and at San Clemente, California, during the evening
of September 5, 1974, and on September 6, 1974, They were partly
between Mr. Becker and Mr, Miller, who flew together to California,
and partly between them and Mr. Nixon or his aide, Ronald Ziegler, or
both, although these discussions related principally to unresolved matters

of the Nixon papers and tape recordings. e Fajp
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5. Idid not consult with either Attorney General Saxbe or Special
Prosecutor Lieon Jaworski on any steps leading to my decision to
pardon Richard M, Nixon, but consultations were carried on at my
direction by Counsel to the President, Philip W. Buchen, In regard
to the Attorney General, my directions to Mr, Buchen were to request
on my behalf from the Attorney General a legal opinion only on the owner-
ship of Nixon papers and tape recordings and on the effects upon my
administration of court orders and subpoenas in respect of such materials,
This direction and request occurred on or about August 22, 1974, but the
final draft of opinion, which was confined to the points mentioned and did
not relate to the pardon, was not received until the first week of September,.
In regard to Special Prosecutor Jaworski, my directions to Mr, Buchen
and his requests in my behalf to Mr, Jaworski were limited to questions
which brought the responses quoted by Mr, Buchen at pages 3-4 of the
transcript, already furnished you, of September 8, 1974, press briefing
and described at pages 1-2 of the September 10, 1974, press briefing,
already furnished you, copy of which is now being furnished in connection
with the first response above. No other facts or legal authorities were
given me by either of the men in question,

6. Yes, I did telephone Vice Presidential nominee Nelson Rockefeller

on the subject of the pardon, the date being , althoughlI

have had other consultations with him on unrelated subjects. ;,»;;*‘ F‘”’é\
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Mr. Rockefeller gave me no facts or legal authorities on the pardon
subject, and, although I advised him of my pending decision to issue
a pardon for Mr, Nixon, I did not seek or receive his advice on the
subject.

7. I consulted with no attorneys or professors of law other than
Philip W, Buchen and Benton Becker, However, John O. Marsh,
Counsellor to the President, is also an attorney, and I did have
discussions with him but not on legal questions.

8. No confession or statement of criminal guilt was asked of
Richard M. Nixon by me or my representatives, but I concurred in
what Mr. Buchen did ask of Herbert J, Miller as attorney for Mr, Nixon.
Mr. Buchen reported to me that he asked Mr, Miller and received his
concurrence that, if a pardon were granted and accepted, the acceptance
should include what Mr, Buchen referred to as a ''statement of contrition, "
but no one acting for me to my knowledge suggested or requested the language
of such a statement.

9. An initial draft statement by Richard M. Nixon was brought
back to me by Mr, Becker from California on September 7, 1974, and
was made known to me that day, but neither I nor any representative
of mine considered that this draft or the final draft as issued was subject
to our approval. . 'i'“ﬂe?o
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10. I received no psychiatrist's or other physician's report
of any examination of the condition of Mr, Nixon's health, except as

explained below in response to inquiry (2) of H, Res. 1370,

Further response to H, Res, 1370

(1) No representations were made by or on behalf of Richard M. Nixon
to me that provided any information or facts upon which I based my
decision to grant a pardon to Richard M. Nixon,

(2) Information or facts I had with respect to the mental or physical
health of Richa rd M. Nixon were dealt with at pages 3 and 4 of the transcript
of my news conference on September 16, 1974, copy of which has been
furnished to you as follows: The reports I had from Dr, Lukash, which
I mentioned, insofar as they preceded my pardon decision, were not a
controlling factor in my decision, These reports were verbal and not
based on his own examination of Mr, Nixon during the period I was
considering the decision, and they related to developments which have
progressively led to his required hospitalization and treatment and to the
condition of his health as publicly reported most recently by his principal
attending physician., Other observations came to me from Mr. Benton Becker
concerning Mr. Nixon's appearance and conversations on September 6, 1974,
but these, like similar observations coming to me over a period prior to
then, were not those of persons qualified to evaluate medically the condition
of Mr. Nixon's health and, therefore, also were not a controlling fag

o]
my decision, i it
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(3) The only special information in my possession or control bearing
on alleged offenses covered by the pardon of Richard M. Nixon was the
information provided in the memorandum of the Watergate Special
Prosecution Force dated September 3, 1974, copy of which is enclosed.

The balance of my information involves matters reported from the inquiry

and investigation of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives on the impeachment resolutions against former President Nixon
and the publicly disclosed intent of the Watergate Grand Jury to have earlier

f ound probable cause for indicting him, as well as information from the
transcripts made public August 5, 1974,

(4) No representations were made by or on behalf of me in connection
with a pardon for alleged offenses against the United States.

Also, in response to the subject of the last paragraph of the
resolution, I assure you that I have no intention of granting any pardon
for any of the persons in question, However, if a request for a pardon of
a convicted offender comes o me after full consideration first by the
Pardon Attorney's office in the Department of Justice, I would deal with
such request just as I would from persons who had been convicted of offenses
outside the prosecutorial jurisdiction of the Office of Watergate Special
Prosecution Force, No such request is before me, although Counsel to
the President advises me that one request received by him in behalf of a
Watergate defendant has been referred to the Pardon Attorney for processing,

as I have asked be done with any request received from any offender.
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The foregoing now léys before you the information, as I see it,
which is called for by the resolutions in question., In having responded for
reasons stated at the beginning of this letter, I have strong reservations
about the unusual scope of the inquiries, and I believe they represent too
broad a use of the inquiry powers of the Congress which in any other circum-
stances I would seriously question, I raise this point because of my desire
that the Congress itself consider in a broader context what limitations it
should demand for resolutions of this type.

Also, because of the full responses I have given, I question the need
to have Philip W, Buchen or someone with equivalent knowledge of the
circumstances to appear before your Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,
However, if your Subcommittee would still want him to appear in executive
session .for questioning on facts relevant to the inquiries as framed, I would
allow him to respond in that manner, You are aware, of course, that
further public disclosures on the subject by any officers of this Government
could conceivably work against prompt and fair trial of the defendants under
prosecution by the Special Prosecutor, as one or more of them has already
argued before Judge Sirica,

Sincerely yours,
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