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Florence Brown 
Law,. Weathers & Dutcher· 
Suite 740 
One Vandenberg Center 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

Dear Florence: . 

·Cctober 11 1974 

. '"-

') , 

Enclosed please find a copy of a reply I received from Joseph Kraft; . 
as those lawyers say, 'I think the document speaks for itself•. 

It was very nice talking with you the other day and wish you cont1n~ed 
·success with the firm, however I perhaps you should "hold your nose 
and jump in." 

TMP/bce 
Enc. 

CC: Philip Buchen 
Chi nsel to the President 

D.C. 20330 

Very truly yours I 

Thomas M. Powers 

: 

···ro~·-... /) 
. C) <'.,.. 

. cP 
~ ~ 
IS' 

' 



.,.... _...,.:.~ .. 

- ! . 

::; 

~-

"b.w..~~ . ·-~-' ~ ~ 
.,::._ . ;t 

. .. . . .. 

~~- .. . .. 
...... J. ... ·~· .. 

., . . 

... . . 

Joseph Kraft 
3021 N Street,_ N. W. 

Washington, O. Q. 20007 

Mr. Thomas M. Powers 
510 South·~ark Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

Dear Mr. Powers: 

September 27, 1974 

I think the phrase "small-time lawyer" 
was unfortunate. B'ut I still believe Mr. Buchen 
was not cognisant of the large public policy 
issues at stake in the pardon negotiations. tilhi2e 
I think his background, as described by your 
letter, is evidence of talent and success, I don't 
think that it goes deeply into profound g_uestions . 
of public policy. In closing, let me thank you 
for -taking the trouble to write. 
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Oc..,. 1. 1174 

Dear Mrs. Gopn: 

Thank yeu Y8f"1 .uch fw 10UI" letter of S.,tt•er 11. 1974, 
concerntng President Ford's an~ftt of a plt'"deft for the 
fONer PN11dent. 

I raaltze ,_ your lettw that you stront11 d1tatrH with Pres1dent 
ford1s dec1sioet a1theugh I note tbat you wuld eot have liked to see 
Mr. Ntxen sene a prt .. Mn'-ce. In part, Prest•nt Ford's 
decfston was intended to ,.._t the inevitable dfv1s1veness of a 
l0t11 trfal. On the other bnda he had to consider at what stage a 
PINon would be appropriate. tf at a11. I can on11 ass.,_ that you 
would have favored • pardon after trta1 before ""fee of Mfttence. 
ht, this wuld haw cawed our nattoa to eftdu" the patn of such 
• wtal and the ICCIIII'Mft1fnt pelaf'tntton of our people. The 
Prestctent•s early decfston was a Just CG~~Pr.fse calculated to 
,...Yettt such an occurrence. It w-. born of his awn senn of MrCY· 

I hepe fA the .mths ahead you wUl co.e te beltew that PNS14eftt 
ford 41d au the best clectston. I do thank 70Ue em Ms behalf, ,_,. 
eapresatng yeur concerns. 

Most stncerelJyoun, 

Phtlfp W. Buchen 
CGUR~el to tt. President 

Mrs. '· '· Gopn 17 11tNadaM41e Lane 
Ceatarvfl 1 • Massachusetts 02632 



October 1. 1174 

OUr 141'. Jonear 

Thank yov very -.eta for your letter of Septelllter 17, 1t74, 
COftCemtng the JJ&Ninfng of forMr Preatcleftt rctxon. 

I be11tft that our totarts and Jurt .. •st adlft1n1ster Justtce, but 
Jattce Rllt ancl should be tapered wltb ...-ey. The pardH 
,_, 11 the Prestctent•s exclustn rtght under the COnstttut1oa 
to show •I"CY• The case ef' the forMr President groasl7 
cttvicted our nation' to show •rcy to h1a ts also to btnd our 
country's WOUftdl. I hope in tt• you w111 c:o.e to belfeYe that 
Prest•nt ford dtcl •te the .. tght decision. 

Most stncerel.J youn, 

Phnt, w. Buchen 
Counsel to the Presfdeftt 

41'". a. Jones 
5600 ltorth ttollywooct 
Bel Atre, Clltf'ornta 90028 

~ .F~ . 
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Octebe1" 1. 1174 

Delr Mr. HtntGu 

Think 10U wry -.ch for your lettar of Septaber 25, 1174. 
concenatq the ,.,..till of fo,.r Presfdent ltxcm. 

I beltew tllat our courts and .flfies .at adl&tratsttr justtce, but 
justice JIIUit ud should be tllfered wtth •rey. The pardrHt 
power ts the Prut-.t's exc:lustw right under the Ccmltttutton 
to show •rc.v. Tbe cue of the feftllr Pfoestdeftt grossly 
dtytded our nattona to show ...-ey to hi• 11 also ta b1a4 our 
eowtt1711 wouadl. I hope ta t1• you wtn eotne to t..lteve that 
Prutcleftt Fwd dfd IItke the right 4K1aton. 

Mr. LlOJd Htntoft 
4112 AoNMry Street 
theY)' tttue. Mlr.ylaad 20015 

Host stncerelJyeul"l, 

Pbf 1 t • Buchen 
Counsel to the Pres1deat 



OctoMr '· 1974 

Dear Mr. ad Mrs. Hefttoffa 

l'Hnt you very -.c:h for your telqPIII Of Septellber 8• 1974, 
CORCern1ng the pai"Ciontng of fo,..... President N1x0ft. 

I beltew that our courts and Jurtes n.cst adlltntster jastfc:e, but 
J•ttce ••t and lbould be t.lllpered with •rey. The pardon 
po~~Mr ts the Presfdent's exclusive rtght under the Constitution 
t.o shew •rey. The case of the fo,.r President grossly 
dtvtded our natton; to show Mf'CY to ht• fs also to bind our 
CCMifttr)t's .....tcts. I hope fa t1• you w111 e0111 te be 11eve that 
President Fot'd dtd Mke the right dechton. 

Mr. IM Mrs. Nat Hefttoff 
25 Ff fth Avenue 
New Yort, Mew York 10003 

Most sincerely youn, 

Pht1 fp w. Buchen 
Counsel to tht Prut dent 



Oc ...... z. 1974 

Dear Bnlce: 

lfM1 U.kl fer.,_,. geod letter ta lllfport 
ef our ,....tdeDt. 

I • .,_tate ._11 .. ,,_ ,.._ 

,..., best ......... 

"'· A. lruce Mattt.rs 
202 East FOIII"ttt Street 
Ktasdale. 111taofs 60521 
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 191'7'(-

Department of Chemistry - [).:>-

Mr. Philip Buchen 
c/o The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

September 9, 1974 

I sincerely hope that President Ford's action of yesterday in 

pardoning - prior to indictment, trial, conviction, or revelation of the 

details that all Americans are entitled to - the "I am not a crook" was 

not a result of your advice. If so, what a sad day for Sheboygan. 

JD:ms 

~incerely yours, 

Jerry Donohue 
Professor of Chemistry 
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.. 
35 Orange str-!et 

5rooklyn Eeights 

·~ng.nM: -you for your rep.1.y to my ..lett~r of Septer.i'oer 3 protesting 

Pr-esid~ntial action in pardoning Mr.Ni:xon before a tria.J. and possibl~ 

co::a:victiono . 

However much I still disagree uith this action I f'eel this is 

no time to indulge in recrimination in view of the travail ~oth the · 

Presiaent and }~soFord are undergoing. I am sure that everyone 

throughout this broad land would join me in wishing Mrso Ford a speedy 

and ful.i. recovery. 

bincere.l.:y yours 

• FOil() 

< ' .... 
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~ NVTCO SER\JICES,INC. 235 Bea' Hill Rd., Suite 201 • Wallham, Mass. 02154 • (617) 890-8118 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
The White House Counsel 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Phil: 

10 September 1974 

I am sorry about the occasion that leads me to 
write again so soon after my congratulatory note of a 
few days ago. 

In granting the former president that uncondi­
tional pardon, President Ford made his first mistake, and 
a very big one indeed. 

Now we hear blanket pardons are contemplated for 
all others involved in the Watergate mess. No mercy 
here, but unmitigated madness! 

Remember how Watergate just wouldn't go away. I'm 
afraid · last Sunday's act of executive clemency has gene­
rated a momentous karma that is going to be with all of 
us for a very difficult and very long time to come. 

t pectfully yours, 

, -. , \ 
II~~ 

Frank van Hals 

NAT~ONWIDE FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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Tele2123625141 

28th September 19 74 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President of the U.S. 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

PERSONAL 

My dear Mr. Buchen: 

You are most thoughtful to take the time to respond to my somewhat 
intemperate note of the 11th -- for which, I suppose, I owe· you an 
apology. At the time of its writing, I was terribly _put out by the pre­
ceding events, and the Southern Poverty Law Center rnailingpiece 
was the nearest thing handy for throwing. 

While I am grateful to receive your letter 1 appreciating the fact that 
for the first time in God knows how many years, someone from the 
White House has actually bothered to respond directly, I do want to 
let you --and the President -- know the extent of my hurt as well 
as anger. 

I was one who rejoiced at the thought that, at long last, the Imperial 
Presidency had been ended: the sight of Jerry Ford with his feet on 
the desk, bouncing on a trampoline, wearing clothes like the rest of 
us, etc. --superficialities, I admit-- was plea.sing because of what 
it symbolized and even suggested. An open Presidency, an open door. 
Then carne Bloody Sunday, and all the evocations of the Johnson-Nixon 
years: the surreptious deal struck behind closed doors without benefit 
of considering the feelings of hundreds of millions of people, the fait- . 
accomplis with no re prieve, and so forth. · 

At no time did I quarrel with the argument that at some point in time a 
Presidential Pardon would be in order; indeed, Mr. Ford had even pre­
pared us for the very likelihood that he would -- after justice had run 
its course -- issue such a Pardon. While I am not among_ those who 
fee l that Nixon should not be punished for his alleged criminal acts, I 
would have drawn the line to a sentence at L61Jlpoc or Leavenworth. So 
I would have settled for that statement of contrition that . the .President 
apparently sought, but did not get. lib 

<) 

But what is most upsetting -- more so than the "tape-deal11 which, .it 
this writing, see ms headed for review and, hopefully, re vision anci 
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Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
28th September 1974 
Page 2 

correction -- is that the cloying persistency of Nixon's moral obtuse­
ness was merely strengthened by Mr. Ford's unfortunate act. 

The written -- and taped --record is replete with chapter and verse 
of Nixon's boundless turpitude. He has been literally driven from of­
fice. And yet, with an author's advance from Warner Communications 
in Ziegler's pocket, the St. Helena at San Clemente excessively fur­
bished at the taxpayer's nonretrievable expense, this "awful man" (to 
quote Rep. Anderson) has the consummate gall to voice "irritation" at 
the way this presumably-ungrateful nation is conducting itself. Nixon 
expects to be honored in forced retirement with all the emoluments be­
stowed upon his predecessors. ·Has he no decency · ?. 

We may rant and rave at Nixon's incredible chutzpah -- and wonder 
whether things might not have been different had Mr. Ford not been 
taken in. For that is the only emotional straw for people like me to 
clutch -- the only rational explanation we can muster: good old Jerry 
Ford was suckered by the slickest con-man in American political history. 

The very least you, as Counsel to the President, can d·o at this point 
would be to advise Mr. Ford to back off as rapidly as possible. For 
example, to stop sending, at taxpayer expense, that briefing mission 
to Casa Pacifica; to issue some sort of statement supporting Mr. Jawor­
sky; to sign into law the various Congressional bills t~:tat have been 
drafted to put an end to the Presidential Papers abuse . . 

That entire crowd out there is unclean, and 'the longer Mr _. Ford contin­
ues to deal with them as if they represented a government-in-exile, 
the longer we will all wallow in Watergate. 

__.,......-enot mous amount of goodwill has now gone by the boards; it may be 
too much'to,.expect it to be replenished . A pity. I so much wanted this 
President to \:•bring us together." 

i 
I 

/ 

u.r.:::>·~_9rctially, 
'() 
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21 WEST 16TH STREET HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 49423 PHONE (616) 396_-14&1 

September 10, 1974 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Phil: 

Bully for Jerry. Now we have a President who is 
not afraid to make whatever decision he thinks 
is best, regardless of political consequences. 
Of course, the Democrats and the media don't like 
to see Nixon pardoned. After all, they have spent 
two ·years trying to _g§U: him and they wouldn't be 
satisfied with anything less than crucifixion. As 
far as fer Horst is concerned, he has certainly 
shown his stripe - good riddance. 

Give my best to Bunny, and thanks for her nice 
letter. 

Yours, 
"' . ") 

'5;~ 
0. W. Lowry 

owl:l 

·" 
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WJ-. 7n.k sotbuitJ- m 
Nona Pol1lt Offta c' ..... 
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F~A.NK AND DEAN SOLINSKY 
NORTH POINT OFFICE CENTER 

2351 POWELL. ST-REET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 941~3 

?a1· 373s September 9, 19 7 4 

Philip W. Buchen 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

The President's decision to pardon Nixon was courageous 

and revealed his ability not only to make tough decision s, but 

to govern. Betty joins me in this thought and with best wishes 

to you. 

P.S. Are you hearing 
from a lot of old 
friends these days? 

Sincerely, 

- ~ qk.L )4 ! 

FRANK SOLINSKY 111 
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Mr. Phillip W. Buchen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Pnill: 

September 9, 1974 

Congratulations on your client's decision to pardon l'-Ir. Nixon. 
You are aware of my early concern for the gentlem~~'s removal, 
and it is almost as important today that the whole thing be put 
behind us. The government has too many problems to allow more 
time to be consumed in this situation. 

Again, no answer needed. 
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'I'huk 7011 .....,. =-cla fo~ yov kt.d l.et.;r ol Sept.,.._• brelltf• 
.f1ftJa. it -. ..... ..,. ~ olfO'I to tak• time aac1 write. 1 am 
so vuy pl•..a tlliat,... ue hal'JP7 ..W. tM P2'•u• ... •• ~ . 
-~ 2'DIM.ty ... w.n u au Uti4ta an ........ ~ Ph.i ... 
a paJ'ODa. a.tll ., ..._ .. cow ... ,.... takea aftat .. ., tllo•••P.. 
~eGectle-. 

Yft make • "'rUY lnt••Hbtl *"'I•Mlea .......... altanate Mr'ftce 
t. ~.. My hdtt•ll'•!'tioal• tW W•llket am .. .ay lew •: -.. 
~ t1a1a ..mee. woW.e ~a ell~ ta tJa.e u-em.• 
ac~_..... u.. .. ..- ha .. ._.7 ... ._. ~ •••lee. s ••• ._. 1 will am,.._ ..,,.RI_ ~ •••• , ........... 
lt'• at..,.a a ,a ...... t.-. be. tit••• ..n.. a.e • pan ot r:ay,.... 
..... datioa .. Gnacl van., State c.u.,... 

~ • .Law%•••• r. Ha.mp 
Box Zl1 
c-...n. Wlcldpa 4"'6 

F:dllp W. Bact.• . 
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U. Phillip Hu~hen 
The .'/h i. t e H o use 
loJJ Pennsylvania Ave. 
· g,shiagt on, u. G • 

..L.,'Bn..: :,1r • .Due hen: 

3::>x 231 
:;hassell, r· ., .. 

_,.tcn~gan. 

'±;t':llo 

You nay or may not re~e~ber ~e frd~ ~rand 7alley State 
College, but I am happily amazed ~t the ?resident's official 
actions ~o date. I wro~e the day he was sworn in suggesting 
a.:nn.esty tor the ex-Prestdent and a ''work-your-way-back" am­
nesty for Vietnam era draft evaders. 

I do not believe the President could haYe gone fu.r ther 
at the time, and supported his poai~ion. Ho~~ver, as you are 
a·>m!'e, ~any of the war prot e sor s felt t~ t Vietnam v1as a neg­
ative manifestation of foreign i.nvolve:nent, L'runora.l as it were, 
a.nd hence the could morally refuse to partake. '::here is nov1 
an opportunity for the ·president to provide for the retur.r: of 
those who want to co:ne, while effectively' blunting the cries 
of those who want to ::lake his progra;n inefrective. 

[ would. sugt5est that tne P.:esident offer a. blanket an..'1est;r 
to any draft evader who will do service in Honduras to help 
:nini:::1i ze the effect of the re ce~i.t r...a tural di.s!:lster there. ~;o 
or:e can der..y t'b..a.t it is a 3ervice both .--a~r:al and necessary. 
Surely our govern~ent will be ~ Jrced to a ~~jo~ effort in any 
eve r1t. 

I write you in hopes tr.at so11a0.ne wi:...l at least consi:ier 
the idea. l'hank you very :mch. 



Th.h b a p.U d.-1 o.f ta.waJat, .-.Oectioa. 
adrice aatl •e.rdy that ...- iato the maki .. 
~:a ?2'-..ia..,...l <MciaM& of U.. maaaia.cte 
of that •1lkll z-.wlbMI la a pudoa to~ U. 
to..... Pn.Waat. I wo.W ...,_ t1aat.,.. 
eow14 A.d. & tlaF bit of tn.t to plac. la tt.. 
Ph.W.• ~ U.. Ma&tew. 

Dr. J'oM'S~ 

PhWp w. BeclMa 
CoaMI to U.. Ph.Weat 

13a w. w.aa.. .t.aa. 
PbU•-Jpkrb, P.-.ybaaia 19144 
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WHB015 WAB437(2341) C2-075993E253) 1tD 09/10../71( \23'4'! · 
. -iCS IPMMTZZ CSP 

2158482806 NL TDMT PHILADELJDHI A PA _1 ~!t G9•1lC! 1''!JfP itT 
PMS PHILIP BUCHEN ESQ 
.WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 

DEAR PHIL MR FORD CANNOT AND MUST NOT PERPETUATE THE EVIL INHt~!NT 
IN HIS PARDON OF MR NIXON BY GRANTING UNIVE~SAL AMNESTY TO WATERGATE 

.DEFENDENTS. IF HE DOES THAT, HIS PARDON AND PRESinENTIAL .PARDONS 
GENERALLY WILL BEGIN TO MEAN NOTHING. I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT · 

YOU SUPPORT THIS IMMORAL ACTION TO CONTINUE TO COVERUP IMMORAL 
ACTS. WONT HE LISTEN TO YOU? DID YOU GET MY HAPPIER LETTEJt LAST 
WEEK? I HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON. REGA~DS 

JOHN FRYER MD 138 W WALNUT LN PHILADEL~HIA PA 19144 
NNNN 
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WHITE HOUSE 
\IASHU!GTON DC 
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DEAR PHIL MR FORD CANNOT AND MUST NOT PERPETUATE THI EVIL INHEIENT 
nt HIS PARDON OF .MR NIXON BY GRANTING UNIVERSAL AMN[STY TO WAT!RGAT£ 
DEFENDENTS. IF HE DOES THAT, HIS 'PARDON AND PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS .. 

· GENERALLY WILL BEGIN TO MEAN NOTHING. I CANNOT B£LIIVE THAT 
YOU SUPPORT THIS IMMORAL ACTION TO CONTINUE to · coVERUP IMMO~AL 
ACTS. WONT HE LISTEN TO YOU? DID YOU GET MY HAPPIER LETTDl LAST 
WEEK? I HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON. REGARDS 

JOHN FRYER MD 138 W WALNUT LN PHILADELPHIA PA. 19144 
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t welco••• wita s......a UU.l'..t JOIU ~ -.a .. tto• that u.. 
PrdWeD& appolai • c:o taaloa to ~o-•a•i-~ peM-1 ayate.. 
Y• ••• ria1dly pf.ap M.DWI aa •H& that._.. ... a gJ'at ~ of 
~tte=tba I ..u1 ..,. aa~MH4lty giYe lt a tite.I'CMlJD rwlew. 

Yo• • ..a ta.~ c:~ ~ u.. Pf'Ni._ aa.. tat.n.. .. ..a 
wUa tM jMldal ~- aai I doUt ~ _,. woria eCMJW "'"~'•• 
you opm-. :&Ill •••• up J'O" to co•idie&- thal tJIIt !o~ra:tr . 
.Pre.W1 ~·• caa. .... cut n••n41a tta. ~ ol R.epr••-~ u-• die~, ........ The ~..Wch ioilowM 
tM 1'.,, ... iHMMll!f dt.e a-- .J..Ucluy CommiU.. _._.. to M 
a.U• tl•••l'Y ..a 1 -.o..a.r ~ ••= spot tM pfl)C ... -.. 
_. ia r.. -.. ... ...,.u~•• • u.at..,. u a ..... mlaiat »t MIS• a...,. .. - DMl tWa Wl ... 

Ph.WpVI.~laea 
Cove•l to th. P:-uWw• 



C.BLAIR MOHNEY 

EDWARD B. GOODRICH 

PETER A, TITTA 

BRUCE W, NECKER5 

RICHARD J, QUIST 

ROBERT J. DUGAN 

LAW OFFICES 

MO!-fNEY, GOODRICH & TITTA, P. C. 
UNION BANK BUILDING, SUITE 800 

VANDENBERG CENTER 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 

September 12, 1974 

Mr. Phillip w. Buchen 
Advisor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

AREA CODE 616 

T!:LEPHONE 451-8251 

I am writing to you because my letter may stand little chance of 
getting consideration by the President and because you are a 
fellow Grand Rapids attorney. Many people in Grand Rapids feel 
that President Ford has interfered with the judicial process in 
issuing a pardon to former President Nixon and have expressed 
considerable concern that possible pardons of other persons con­
victed of Watergate offenses is something less than the level and 
equal hand of justice. 

I would hope as a solution to the serious loss of confidence in 
President Ford as expressed by many citizens as a result of the 
Nixon pardon, that you may be in a position to assist President 
Ford in regaining his personal popularity and esteem by a direct 
attack on the total penal system. I would hope that President 
Ford would appoint a commission to study and report on the penal 
system in the United States as it relates to people in all segments· 
of our society, considering fully the punitive and rehabilitation 
purposes served. I strongly believe that we live in an enlightened 
age and the time has arrived for us to give serious concern to the 
purposes of society in establishing a penal system. 

IMPORTANT HERE ALSO is my belief that the appointment of a com­
mission to review the total penal system would assist the public 
in understanding the sum of President Ford's motives in pardoning 
President Nixon and possibly others, and giving the public generally 
to understand his deep concern in this area . . I am trusting that 
you will give serious consideration to this suggestion. -

Sincerely, -

~~ 
C. Blair Mohney 
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JOSEPH P. ADOABBO 
7nt 01.,.., NEW YORK 

DIS'TftiCT OPP'ICI:t 

H-11 101SY AVENUR 
en- P.-c, NEW YORK 11411 

REPLY '1'01 

2440 RAdUIIH HOUSIE OPPicl: Bull.DINGI 

WASHI....ON, D.C. 20111!11 

ctonurtss of tbt mnittb ~tatts 
•ou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 

llllufjfngton, l).t;. 20515 

September 30, 1974 

The Honorable William E. Timmons 
Assistant to President Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. TiDDDons : 

Complying with the request of my constituent, Mrs. Willa 
Eaton of Jamaica, New York, I am enclosing herewith her 
correspondence to me dated September 23, 1974. 

Your comments in acknowledging receipt of this 
correspondence will be appreciated. Thank you. 

JPA/hbg 
enclosure 

( 

IIIIICitETMY 

HEl..EN T. MACDONALD 

COMMITTEE: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

6£I..ECT COMMITTD ON 

SMALL BUSINESS 
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Thursday 10/3/7• 

lZ:lO Commander Kerr said they have located the tape of 
the President's news conference of Augu•t Z which he 
had in the South. He is goin1 over to pick it up 
right now. 




