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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May4, 1976 

Nancy: 

I did want to talk to Mrs. Ford about 
the attached. 

I do not like to send something like this 
direct and would be pleased to refer it to another 
office if she feels that would be more appropriate. 

Mrs. Shouse just happens to be a most 
outstanding per son. 
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THE WOLF TRAP FOUNDATION 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

April 20, 1976 

On June 9, 1976, Mrs. Jouett Shouse will be eighty 
years old. This birthday is a milestone in anyone's life, 
but her birthday is of significance and interest to many 
because of what she has given and continues to give to so 
many. The most visible and lasting of these gifts is our 
first National Park for the Performing Arts -- Wolf Trap. 
(Enclosures note additional contributions to the betterment 
of 1 i fe.) 

I wondered if you and the President might like to 
take this timely opportunity for public recognition of 
the value to our country -- yea! and the world -- of this 
individual who has made such incomparable contributions 
to people, and consequently to the quality of life, by 
bestowing upon her the Medal of Freedom. 

With appreciation for your consideration, 

encls. 

Sincerely, 

~.£ 
Carol V. Harford 
Vice President 

1624 Trap Road, Vienna, Virginia 22180 • (703) 938-3810 

CREATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS. 1966 





1916 F Street 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Plantation House 
1635 Trap Road 
Vienna, Virginia 22180 

CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 
(MRS. JOUETT SHOUSE) 

1896 Born in Boston, Massachusetts 

1913 Graduated Bradford Academy (now Bradford College) 

1915-1918 Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts, B.A. 

March 10, 1975 

March 10, 1976 

1917 & 1918 As an undergraduate, organized Conferences at Wheaton College to study 
and promote jobs for women with more than a high school education. 

1918-1919 War service - Assistant to Chief of Women's Division, U. S. Employment 
Service, U. S. Department of Labor 

1919-1920 First woman appointed to Massachusetts State Democratic Committee. 

1919-1921 First woman appointed to National Democratic Committee representing 
Massachusetts. 

1920 Book, "Careers for Women" published by Houghton Mifflin Company. 

1923 First woman to receive degree (M.Ed.) from Harvard University. 

1925 Founder (with Mrs. Borden Harriman) Women's National Democratic Club. 

1926 First woman appointed by President Coolidge as Chairman of the first 
Federal Prison for Women and instituted a job training and rehabilitation 
program. 

1929-1945 Founded Institute of Women's Professional Relations and became its 
Chairman. Organized national conferences on opportunities for women 
with more than high school education. 

1932 Re-edited "Careers for Women" published by Houghton Mifflin Company. 

1935-1942 Organized first chamber music concerts in a Washington Art Museum, 
The Phi 11ips 1 
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Catherine Filene Shouse 
(Mrs. Jouett Shouse) 

Biography 
Page 2 

1939-1960 Imported dogs from Germany and Switzerland and started her kennel 
at Wolf Trap Farm where she bred champions in three breeds. From 
1930 to 1945 Mrs. Shouse bred and trained her own hunters and hunted 
with the Fairfax Hounds. 

1949-1956 Organized General Clay Fund (1949) to help U.S.Army's Assistance 
Program for German Youth. (See "Citations") 

1949-1968 Elected to Board of the National Symphony Orchestra Association and 
was Vice President 1951-1968. 

1952-1963 Board, National Arbitration Association. 

1955 Board, Lincoln Filene Center for Citizenship and Public Affairs, 
Tufts University. 

1956 At request of former President Hoover, organized Washington Hungarian 
Relief Fund and raised a half-million dollars within a month. 

1957-1963 Appointed by President Eisenhower as Chairman, President's Music 
Committee, People to People Program. 

1958- Appointed by President Eisenhower to first Board of Trustees of the 
National Cultural Center. Reappointed in 1962 and in 1970 (by President 
Nixon) for 10-year terms. Name changed to John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts. Also on its Executive and Building Committees. 

1961 Donated 40 acres of land at her Wolf Trap Farm, Vienna, Virginia, for 
the headquarters of the American Symphony Orchestra League. 

1964 Organization Committee for the formulation of the Fairfax County 
Cultural Association. 

1965-1972 Board, Opera Society of Washington. 

1966 Offered balance of her Vienna farm to Secretary Udall for a National Park 
for the Performing Arts and donated the Auditorium, Filene Center. 
Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts opened July 1, 1971, Mrs. Nixon 
attending. 

1968- Elected Honorary Vice President, National Symphony Orchestra Association. 
Appointed by Governor Godwin to the first Virginia Corrnnission of the Arts 
and Humanities. Reappointed (1971) by Governor Linwood Holton. 

1968- Board, Wolf Trap Foundation. Elected Chairman, Executive Corrnnittee (1975). 

1973 Appointed by President Nixon to Pennsylvania Avenue Development Commission. 

1975 Appointed to Board of Overseers, Hopkins Center, Dartmouth College, 
Hanover, New Hampshire. 

1975 Appointed by President Ford to the Commission on Presidential Scholars ~ < 

1976 Re-appointed to Board of Service League of Northern Virginia 



Catherine Filene Shouse 
(Mrs. Jouett Shouse) 

Biography 
Page 3 

Schools 
Bradford Academy 1913; Vassar 1913-1914; Wheaton 1918 
Harvard University Graduate School of Education, 1923 

1918 B.A. Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts 
1923 M.Ed. Harvard University 

Honorary Degrees 

Decorations 

1963 Doctor of the Humanities, Tufts University 
1964 Doctor of the Humanities, Wheaton College 
1971 Doctor of Laws, The American University 
1975 Doctor of Humanities, George Washington University 
1975 Doctor of Humanities, Bucknell University 
1975 Doctor of Music, The New England Conservatory of Music 

1949 City of Paris Award 
1949 Vienna (Austria) Medal of Honor for Assistance to Austrian Youth 
1954 U.S.Army Patriotic Civilian Award 
1954 First woman to receive German Federal Republic's Commander's Cross 

of Merit 

Citations & Honors 
1957 Fellow, The American University, Washington, D.C. 
1961 Bradford College 
1962 D.C.Education Association 
1963 National Federation of Music Clubs Recognition Award 
1965 Washington Board of Trade 
1968 Gold Baton Award, American Symphony Orchestra League 
1970 National Music Council 
1971 Medal of .Honor for Music, National Arts Club, New York City 
1971 Honorary Park Superintendent, National Park Service, U.S. Department 

of the Interior 
1972 Honorary Life Membership - Stage Employees Union #22 of the 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and Motion 
Picture Operators of the U.S.A. and Canada - First woman Gold Card holder 

1972 Honorary Lifetime Member, City Center Jaffrey Ballet #146 
1972 Honorary Membership, American Women in Radio and Television 
1972 Humanitarian Award, National Recreation and Park Association 
1973 Sigma Alpha Iota Citation 
1973 National Federation of Music Clubs' Citation 
1975 Recording Industry Association of America, Annual Cultural Award -

First person outside Federal government to receive award 
1975 Fairfax Citizen of the Year, Fairfax County Republ~can Committee 
1975 Fairfax Board of Supervisors Citation 
1975 Abraham Lincoln Award, American Hungarian Foundation - First woman laureate 
1975 The Bay State Award, The Massachusetts State Society of Washington, D.C. 
1975 The Distinguished Service Medal, The Cosmopolitan Club of Washington, D.C. 
1976 The Annual Mortar Board Award 

Fraternities 

Clubs 
Sigma Alpha Iota (Honorary) 

American Ne~spaper Woman's Club; 1925 F Street Club; Kollegewidgwok Yacht Club 



Catherine Filene Shouse 
(Mrs. Jouett Shouse) 

Biography 
Page 4 

Homes 

Married 

Children 

Grandchildren 

1916 F Street, Washington, D.C. 20006 
Plantation House, Wolf Trap Farm, Vienna, Virginia 22180 
"Dundree", Blue Hill, Maine 04614 

Alvin E. Dodd, 1921 (divorced 1930) 
Jouett Shouse, 1932 

Joan Dodd (Robertson) 

David, John, Jill, Jenifer 

• v 



CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 

Catherine Filene Shouse, who made Wolf Trap Farm Park for 
the Performing Arts a reality, has perhaps best been described 
by former Secretary of the Interior, Stewart L. Udall. On April 24, 
1968 the model of the Park's stunning amphitheatre, the Filene Center, 
was unveiled in the Secretary's office. On that happy occasion, 
Secretary Udall turned to Mrs. Shouse and said, 11 If I had the authority, 
I would declare you a national treasure. 11 

Mrs. Shouse had not only donated 100 acres of her Wolf Trap Farm 
to the National Park Service but also assumed all the costs for the 
amphitheatre, Filene Center. On behalf of the American peope, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson signed P.L. 89-671, accepting her generous gift and 
established the nation's first and only national park dedicated to the 
performing arts. 

During her many years of public service, Mrs. Shouse has been 
associated with numerous 11 Firsts. 11 She was the first woman appointed to 
the Democratic Committee of her home state of Massachusetts and the first 
woman to represent her home state on the National Democratic Committee. 
Her book, "Careers for Women," was the first in its field when it was 
published in 1920 and the only textbook on the subject for many years. 
At the request of her publishers, Mrs. Shouse revised it for reissue in 
1930 and it was again reprinted in 1974. 

She was the first woman to receive a Masters Degree from Harvard 
University. In 1925, she founded the Woman's National Democratic Club 
with Mrs. Borden Harriman. A short year later, she became the first woman 
appointed by President Coolidge as Chairman of the first Federal Prison 
for Women and instituted a job training and rehabilitation program. 



CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 

Mrs. Shouse's interest in occupational opportunities for women 
was firmly established as early as 1917 when, as an undergraduate at 
Wheaton College, she organized the first Intercollegiate Vocational 
Guidance Association. This led to the founding of the Institute of 
Women's Professional Relations in 1929, a group for which she served 

PAGE TWO 

as Chairman until its research activities were absorbed by the Women's 
Bureau of the U. S. Department of Labor. As Chairman of the Institute, 
Mrs. Shouse organized national conferences on job opportunities for 
women with more than a high school education. Numerous academic, 
political and industrial leaders were among the participants in these 
conferences which paved the way to opening employment for women in 
semi-professional occupations. 

Mrs. Shouse credits her parents, the late Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Filene 
of Boston, for her interest in civic and cultural affairs in the United 
States and abroad. Her mother, who founded a music school for under
privileged children, was the inspiration for her daughter's lifetime 
devotion to the performing arts. Mr. Filene included his daughter in many 
of his civic and international meetings with educational, labor, and civic 
leaders. 

Mrs. Shouse was the first person to encourage and sponsor concerts in 
Washington's art galleries and one of the first members of the National 
Committee for Music Appreciation. During the same period, she also founded 
the Washington Chamber Music Society. 

General Clarence R. Huebner, U. S. European Commander, asked her to 
assist with the Army's Reorientation Program for German Youth. In this 
effort, she founded the General Clay Fund for German Youth Activities. 
Private individuals throughout the United States volunteered their help 
under Mrs. Shousets leadership , She was subsequently honored with the 
U. S. Army's Civilian Award, a Medal of Appreciation from the City of Vienna, 
a citation from the City of Paris, and was the first woman to receive the 
coveted Grasse Verdienst Kreutz (Commander's Cross of Merit) from the 
President of the German Federal Republic. In 1956, former President Ho~ver 

.) v 

sought her help in raising $100,000 for the Washington Hungarian Relief Fund. 

Within a month, she had raised $500 ,000. ~ ~ 

~ 



CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE PAGE THREE 

The third President to seek her help was Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
who named her to the original Board of Trustees for the National 
Cultural Center (now the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts). She was also appointed a member of the Executive and Building 
Committees and continues to serve on the Executive Committee. President 
Eisenhower also appointed her Chairman of the President's Music Co111T1ittee, 
People-to-People Program. 

Mrs. Shouse inaugurated and subsidizes an annual series of concerts 
for young people. One of the series was responsible for introducing 
Fairfax County school students to symphonic music. Annually, she arranges 
especially for an audience of over 3,000 handicapped and normal children 
to attend a concert at the Filene Center. 

Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts is the fulfillment of an 
ideal and a vital concept of opportunity and excellence realized by 
Catherine Filene Shouse. Many various groups have displayed their appre
ciation to her: Mrs. Shouse is an Honorary Life Member of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and Motion Picture Operators of the 
U.S.A., an Honorary Lifetime member of the City Center Joffrey Ballet, 
and an Honorary Member of American Women in Radio and Television. Another 
tribute is the Humanitarian Award presented to her by the National Recreation 
and Park Association. 

The continuing goal of Wolf Trap is to produce the highest standards 
of excellence. Mrs. Shouse's dedication to the development of young talent 
is best expressed in her own words: "The basic concept, as old as the 
first thinking about the National Park Service's Wolf Trap Farm Park for 
the Performing Arts, was that our stage at the then proposed Filene Center 
was to present young singers and dancers who had potential but no opportunity 
to be seen or heard. This we are already accomplishing, and we look forward 
to creating interested audiences which may give confidence to other producers 
that will enlarge the career opportunities for heretofore undiscovered 
talent. 11 



CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE PAGE FOUR 

As to the total framework of Wolf Trap, Mrs. Shouse has said, 
11 I feel that in giving Wolf Trap and its buildings, I gave a challenge 
to my Government and to men and women everywhere, to create for them
selves and for others so that Wolf Trap and what it represents may 
enrich the lives of generations to come. 11 

### 
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WOLF TRAP FARM PARK FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS I FILENE CENTER 
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·19·19- 1920 

1 919-19~1 

CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 
(Mrs. Jouet t Shouse) 

Bor n i n Bosten, Massachusetts. 

.Graduated Bradford ''~ad~my (Now Bradford Junior College) . 

Wh~aton Col lege , Norton , Massachuset ts. 

As an urdergraduate, organized Conferences Rt Whedton College to 
study and promote jobs for h~n~n with more than high schcol educution . 

War service - Ass istant to Chief of Women's Divisio~ . U. S. Employ~ent 
Ser1ice, U. S. Departmt~ r;t of L:::.bor . 

Fi:Ast \vomar. apµcinted to Massc.cLusetts State Democratic CorrrnHte~. 

First woman appo inted to Nationdl Oe~ocratic Committee r~prescnting 
Mc:.s~.achL:setts. 

1925 Foundec: (\·\°i~:h ~:ts. Bo;~cten Harrir.mr;) ~.'omen 1 s 11.~ti'ina·: Dernocrc.tic Club. 

19:20 l-ir5t 11;onic:n appoint?.d by Pr~sident. Cno'!idge c. ~ Chairmi'.in of the first 
F~d~r.J1 !'r"ison for \for11Gn and inst'itt1ted a job-t1·aining a.nc.! n~hub·ili
tetion program. 

Fodnded fo:~tHute cf v!omt-r.'s Prcfe~s~cnal f{:::!at~JP~ &iid 1-;c(.arne its 
Cha1n11il'l. (k9<ir i2ed r.atio :icJ conforences w1 oppo:-i;iJniti2s for wnrnen 
w·li:h more than hi9h ;;:hco·1 r.cucatio:1. 

: 03:)-.'1912 OrgJnizcd firs·~ r:h~ilnbr.::r music: concerts in i1 l·!c~shington Art Musmcm, 
Th~ Phil l i \)5 I • 

1939-1950 !~porte~ <lo~s frGffi Germ~ny and Swit7~r· J.1d a~d started h~r ~ennel at 
llo1f Trap F.:trm r:he re she hn::l cl1arnpi;)nS in tirr'H! bn?eis. :=1'm1 1930 
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t•) l 9f. 5 t1irs, ~LOLlS8 Lired anJ ~:nii w:d her o~·u1 !1tmters i"\nd hunt(;d ivith " 

1624 TRAP ROAD • VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22180 • (703) 938-3810 

WOLF TRAP FARM PARK, CREATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS. 1966 

ADMINISTERED BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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Catherine Filene Shouse 
(Mrs. Jouett Shouse) 
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1949-1956 

1949 

1952-1963 

1955 

1956 

1957-1963 

1958-

1961 

1964 

1965-1972 

1966 

1968-

1973 

Schools 

,Degrees 

Organized General Clay Fund (194-9) to help U. S. Army's Assistance 
Program for German Youth. (See "Citations 1

') 

Elected to Board of the National Symphony Orchestra Association and 
was Vice President 1951-1968. 

Board, National Arbitration Association. 

Board, Lincoln Filene Center for Citizenship and Public Affairs, 
Tufts University. 

At request of former President Hoover, organized Washington Hungarian 
Relief Fund and raised a half-million dollars within a month. 

Appointed by President Eisenhower as Chairman, President's Music 
Committee, People to People Program. 

Appointed by President Eisenhower to first Board of Trustees of the 
National Cultural Center. Reappointed in 1962 and in 1970 (by 
President Nixon) for 10-year terms. Name changed to John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. Also on its Executive and Building 
Committees. 

Donated 40 acres of land at her Wolf Trap Farm, Vienna, Virginia, for 
the headquarters of the American Symphony Orchestra League. 

Organization Committee for the formulation of the Fairfax County 
Cultural Association. 

Board, Opera Society of Washington. 

Offered balance of her Vienna farm to Secretary Udall for a Park for 
the Performing Arts and donated the Auditorium, Filene Center. Wolf 
Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts opened July 1, 1971, Mrs. Nixon 
attending. 

Elected Honorary Vice President, National Symphony Orchestra Association. 
Appointed by Governor Godwin to the first Virginia Commission on the 
Arts and Humanities. Reappointed (1971) by Goven101~ Linwood Holton. 
Board of the Wolf Trap Foundation. 

Appointed by President Nixon to Pennsylvania Avenue Development 
Commission. 

· Bradford Academy 1913; Vassar 1913-1914; Wheaton 1918 - B.A.; Harvard 
University Graduate School of Education, 1923 - M.Ed. 

1918 B.A. Wheaton College, Norton, Mass. 
1923 M.Ed. Harvard University. J ., 

:r 
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Catherine Filene Shouse 
(Mrs. Jouett Shouse) 
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Honorary Degrees 
, 963 
1964 
1971 

- Decorati ans 

Doctor 'of the Humanities, Tufts University. 
Doctor of the Humanities, Wheaton College. 
Doctor of Laws, The American University. 

1949 City of Paris Award. 
1949 Vienna (Austria) Medal of Honor for assistance to Austrian Youth. 
1954 U. S. Army Patriotic Civilian Award. 
1954 First woman to receive German Federal Republic's Commander's 

Cross of Merit. 

Citations and Honors 

Clubs 

Fraternity 

Homes 

Children 

1957 Fellow, American University, Washington, D. C. 
1961 Bradford Junior College. 
1962 D. C. Education Association. 
1963 National Federation of Music Clubs Recognition Award. 
1965 Washington Board of Trade. 
1968 Gold Baton Award, American Symphony Orchestra League. 
1970 National Music Council. · 
1971 Medal of Honor for Music, National Arts Club, New York City. 
1971 Honorary Park Superintendent, National Park Service, U. S. 

Department of the Interior. 
1972 Honorary Life Membership - Stage Employees Union #22 of the 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and 
Motion Picture Operators of the U.S.A. and Canada. 

1972 Honorary Lifetime Member, City Center Jaffrey Ballet #146. 
1972 Honorary Membership, American Women in Radio and Television. 
1972 Humanitarian Award, National Recreation and Park Association. 
1973 Sigma Alpha Iota Citation. 
1973 National Federation of Music Clubs' Citation. 
1973 Conservation Service Award, U. S. Department of the Interior. 
1973 Appointment to U. S. Department of State Advisory Panel on 

Professional Music. 
1973 Teaching Fellow, Lincoln Filene Center, Tufts University. 

American Newspaper Woman's Club; 1925 F Street Club; The George Town 
Club; City Tavern; Kollegewidgwok Yacht Club. 

Sigma Alpha Iota (Honorary) 

1916 F Street, Washington, D. C. 20006 
Plantation House, Wolf Trap Farm, Vienna, Virginia 22180 
11 Dundree 11

, Blue Hi 11 , Maine 04614 

Joan Dodd (Robertson) Bruno 
Grandchildren: David, John, Jill, Jenifer 
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WOLF TRAP FARM PARK FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS I FILENE CENTER 

THE WOLF TRAP FOUNDATION 

CATHERINE FILENE SHOUSE 

Catherine Filene Shouse, who made the Wolf Trap Farm Park 

for the Performing Arts a reality, has best been described 

by former Secretary af the Interior, Stewart L. Udall. On 

· April 24, ·1968 the model of the Park's stunning amphitheatre, 

the Filene Center, was unveiled in the Secretary's office. On 

that happy occasion Secretary Udall turned to Mrs. Shouse and 

said: "If I had the authority, I would declare you a national 

treasure." 

Mrs. Shouse had not only donated 100 acres of her Wolf 

Trap Farm Park to the National Park Service but also assumed all 

of the costs of the amphitheatre , Filene Center. On behalf 

of the American people, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 

P.L. 89-671, accepting her generous gift and established th~ 

nation's first and only national park dedicated to the perform-

irig arts. 

During h(-:-1~· many yea:c:::; of pt1blic se.:r:v ice i· Mrs. Shonse has 

been associated with numerous "Firsts." She was the first 

woman appointed to the Democratic Corruni.ttee of her home state 

of Massachusetts and the first woman to represent her home state 

on the Nati01.al Democratic Committee. Her book, •:careers for 

Women, " was the first in its field"~hen it was published i~ 

1920 and the only textbook on the subject for many years. 

~ 
~ 
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At the request of her publishers, Mrs. Shouse revised it for 

re-issue in 1930. She was the first woman to receive a Masters 

Degree from Harvard University. In 1925 she founded the 

Women's National Democratic Club with Mrs. Borden Harriman. 

A short year later she became the first woman appointed by 

President Coolidge as Chairman of the first Federal Prison for 

Women and instituted a job training and rehabilitation program. 

Mrs. Shouse's interest in occupational opportunities for 

women was firmly established as early as 1917 when, as an 

undergraduate at Wheaton College, she organized the first 

Intercollegiate Vocational Guidance Association. This led 

to the founding of the Institute of Women's Professional 

Relations in 1929, a group for which she served as Chairman 

until its research activities were absorbed by the Women's 

Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. As Chairman of the 

Institute, Mrs. Shouse organized national conferences on job 

opportunities for women with more than a high school education. 

Numerous academic, political and industrial leaders were among 

the participants in these conferences which paved the way to 

opening employment for women in semi-professional occupations. 

Mrs. Shouse credits her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lincol~ Filene 

of Boston, for her interest in civic and cultural affairs in 

the United States and abroad. Her mother, who founded a music 

school for underprivileged children, was the inspiration for 

her daughter's lifetime devotion to the performing arts. Mr. 

Filene included his daughter in many of his civic and international 
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meetings with educational, labor and civic leaders. 

Mrs. Shouse was the first person to encourage and sponsor 

concerts in Washington's art galleries and one of the first 

members of the National Committee for Music Appreciation. 

During the same period she also founded the Washington Chamber 

Music Society. 

General Clarence R. Huebner, U.S. European Commander, asked 

her to assist with the Army's Reorientation Program for German 

Youth. In this effort she founded the General Clay fund for 

German Youth Activities. Private individuals throughout the 

United States volunteered their help under Mrs. Shouse's leader-

ship. She was subsequently honored with the U.S. Army's Civilian 

award, a Medal of Appreciation from the City of Vienna, a ci-

tation from the City of Paris, and was the first woman to receive 

the coveted Grosse Verdienst Kreutz (Commander's Cross of Merit) 

from the President of the German Federal Republic. In 1956, 

former President Hoover sought her help in raising $100,000 for 

the Washington Hungarian Relief Fund. Within a month she had 

raised $500,000. 

The third President to seek her help was Dwight D. Eisenhower, 

who named her to the original Board of Trustees for the National 

Cultural Center (now the John F. Kennedy Center for the Perform-

ing Arts). She was also appointed a member of the Executive and 

Building Committees and she continues to serve in both of these 

capacities. President Eisenhower also appointed her Chairman of 

the President's Music Committee, People to People Program. 
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Mrs. Shouse inaugurated and subsidizes an annual series 

of concerts for young people. One of the series was responsible 

for introducing Fairfax County school students to symphonic 

music. The annual Christmas Concerts of the National Symphony 

Orchestra she arranges especially for an audience of 3,000 

handicapped children. 

The Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts is the 

fulfillment of an ideal and a vital concept of opportunity 

and excellence realized by Catherine Filene Shouse. During 

its second performing season various groups displayed their 

appreciation to her. Mrs. Shouse this year received an Honorary 

Life Member of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

Employees and Motion Picture Operators of the U.S.A., an 

Honorary Lifetime member of the City Center Jeffrey Ballet, and 

an Honorary Member of American Women in Radio and Television. 

Another tribute is the Humanitarian Award presented to her by 

the National Recreation and Park Association. 

The continuing goal of the Wolf Trap Farm Park for the 

Performing Arts is to produce the highest standard of excellence. 

Mrs. Shouse's dedication to the development of young talent 

is best expressed in her own words: "The basic concept, as old 

as the first thinking about the National Park Service's Wolf Trap 

Farm Park for the Performing Arts, was that our stage at the then 

proposed Filene Center was to present young singers and dancers who 

had potential but no opportunity to be seen or heard. This we are 

already accomplishing, and we look forward to creating interested 

audiences which may give confidence to other producers that will 

enlarge the career opportunities for heretofore undiscovered taleht." 




