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Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 
c/o The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear "Bet", 

1339 ELIZABETH AVENUE, N. W. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 
AREA CODE 616 459-4696 

April 30, 1976 

Various communications coming across my desk indicate 
that you may be in GR on or about the 15th of May but 
for sure on June 7th. 

Paul Phillips, Vice Chairman of the Commenorative 
Committee, suggested I write to you regarding the 
possibility of setting aside 15 to 20 minutes in 
your schedule on one of these dates for a meeting 
with the members of the Committee. The intent would 
be to obtain from you personally your feelings and 
opinions on the type (and amount ?) of memorabilia 
that should be considered for the building. Incidentally, 
the site has not, as yet, been determined but it is, 
I'm certain, the Committees intention to locate it in 
GR per Jerry's wishes. 

RAF/nm 

cc: Carl Morgenstern 
Paul Phillips 

Sincp 
Richard A. Ford 
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Minute s of meeting held April 22, 1976 
at 2:30 P. M., Meijers Board Room 

Present: Paul Phillips 
Kae Mclnerney 
Mary Ann Keeler 
Arthur Brown 

Robert Breunner 
Tom Heywood 
Jordan Shepard 
Frederick Meijer 

Mr. Phillips presided. 

Mr. Heywood presented data secured from the archives on 
Presidential Library Museum sites, size and number of visitors 
throughout the United States. 

Bern a nd Smith representing Dick Fossma n, pres e n t ed a portfolio 
from the City Planning Department of sites available located in 
Greater Grand Rapids. 

Mr. Heywood will draf t a letter to the President outlining problems 
confronting the Committee. This draft is enclosed and will be 
discussed at the next meeting. The draft should be kept in con
fidence until such time that it is approved. 

T he next meeting will be held May 6, 1976 at 2:30 P.M. at 
Walker City Hall, 4243 Remembrance Road. 

KM:ss 

MEMBERS 
Arthur G. Brown 
Russell Cole 
Richard Ford 

Mrs. M. S. Keeler 
Ralph Kohloff 
David LaClaire 
Mrs.Wm.Mcinerney 
Serrt'fnr~· 

Respectfully, 

Kae M clnerney 
Secretary 

Frederick Meijer Paul Phillips 
Carl Morgen~tei n ~ · 1,r-Chr1mm111 

Chrw111(111 Jordan Sheperd 
Robert Pew Jay Van Andel 

\i\'erner Veit 

EX-OFFICIO Peter M. Lamberts 
MEMBERS Lvm<111 S. Parks 
John C. Baxter .John l'rd11gley 
R.oben Breunner jd(kson J. Root 
1 homas K. Eardler, Jr. Cl11111mf111 



t•ir • Goral" R. om 
c/o ~'he White llomJe 
1600 Ponnt.:ylvania Avenue 
wa.nhin&rton, D .. c.. 20501 

D ar •1 et'* i. 

April 30, 1976 

Variouo eornmunicationn coming acroso my doolt indicate 
that you may be in GR on or nbout tha 15th 0£ I1ay but 
for ourc on June 7tb. 

Paul Ph111ipo 1 Vice Chairman 0£ the Com.menol.'tltiva 
Committee, suge;ectod I write to you xegerding the 
possibility or ~etting aoide is to 20 minutes in 
your schedule on 011e of thcne dates tor n meeti -· 
with the mombeln3 of the Committee. The ilitcnt would 
be to obtain froiJ1 you pe~Pouslly your teelingz end 
opinions on tl e t3'Pe (and amount ?} of oemombilia 
that should bo considered tor the build.int,.. Incidontally. 
t~ e site has not, ers yot, been determined but it is~ 
I ' m certain, tbo Conn-aittees intention to locate it in 
GR per Jerry ' s wi.shea. 

ec: Carl Horgenstern 
eul Phillips 

Sincerely, 

Bi.chard A. ord 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Febnua.Jty 20, 7976 

NOTE TO MR. PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: CaJLolyn Ponembk.a. 

Ant.en c.oondiniling oU!t nupon1.ie to 
:the a.tta.c.hed let.ten wLt.h Vonothy Vownton, 
.Ohe .Ou.ggUted that bec.aiu.e On !:fOU!t nec.ent 
involveme.nt in :thi.o ma.tten it wouLd be 
w..Lle to tU!Ll1 it oven to you.. MM. Fond 
a.gneu. 1 u.nde.Mta.nd you. h.a.ve ha.d pneviow.i 
c.onta.c.t w.Uh o:then membe-M 06 the Gena.id 
R. Fond Commemona;Uve CommLt:tee. 

Tha.nk..o. 

- -
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Minutes of meeting held May 6, 1976 
at 2:30 P. M., Walker City Hall 

Present: c. Morganstern R. Bruner 
P. Phillips A. Brown 
F. MeiJer K. Mclnerney 
P. Lamberts T. Heywood 

M~. Meijer reported for the site committee. The committee decided 
that Mr. Phil Buchen would be our main laison. 

Mr. Paul Grabble will be contacted by Mr. Morganstern in an attem~Tt ·" 
to work out a joint project with the University of Michigan through Rd;l:>tf 
Fleming. Mr. Meijer so moved and the motion was carried. 

President Ford's house at 649 Union is next consideration. Mrs. ~ 
Roeloffs will be contacted. Heritage Hill pas sibly would be interested. 
Mr. Phillips so moved and motion was carried. Committee will meet 
at President Ford's home on Union at 9:00 A. M., May 18 to evaluate 
the situation. Mr. Frankfurter wili also be asked to attena. 

Mr. Dick Ford wrote a letter t Betty Ford asking if it would be possible 
for her to meet wi .h our committ y 15 or June 7 when she expects 
to be in Grand Rapids. 

The next meeting will be held Wed esday, June 9, 1976 at 2:30 P. M. i.n~ 
.- ~n 

the Old Kent Bank Board Room, 1 th loo ~ - : . ~~' 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 R M. ~ ·/\Jr Yf. w-Y'r- l 
~.;/"' 'IV'' ' lllJ]u.J ' l#" .'Llu-
Resp~ly ) ~ ~~ ~ r 
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GERALD R. FORD 

January 10,1976. 

COJvIIvf EJ\10RATJ'\1E COJVfJ\tfTTTEE 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N. w. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Betty: 
... 

As you may or may not know I am a member of former Mayor Parks 
Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee, Just why I was ask to 
serve on · this committee (Which I am glad to do.) I do'nt know 
other then the fact the President and I have been friends for 
almost fifty years. 

The objective of the committee is to determine a proper and 
suitable memorial commemorating Jerry as President of the 
United States. · 

We have considered a large number of ideas for a suitable 
memorabilia, Such as a new building in some park in or outside 
of the city of Grand Rapids to be called the Gerald R. Ford 
Library, Museum, Gallery Etc., To me the word Library is out 
as Jerry has named the U.of M-as the place for his papers. 

Also the City of Grand Rapids has taken possession of Jerrys 
boyhood home which we have considered moveing to what every 
site the committee decides on for a Gerald R. Ford memorabilia 
building, It has all so been suggested that the home be left 
ori Union Ave., as· the neighborhood residents fell it should be. 

Betty· the committee believes and so do I that we ask you for any 
ideas and or plans you may have that would be with your wishes 
as well as Jerrys for this Presidential Commemorative in Grand 
Rapids, Please let me know. 

Warmest regards to all the Fords, 

Arthur G. Brown 

i\IE.,IBERS 
Arthur G. Brown 
Russell Cole 
Richard Ford 

Mrs. M. S. Keeler 
Ralph Kohloff 
David LaClaire 
Mrs.Wm.!'vlclnerney 

Frede . · \ i'er Paul Phillips EX-OFFICIO 
Carl ~lorgemtern I ,,,.('h,,,,,,,,,,, ~II:. \!BERS 
ct""'lll"" ~Jordan Sheperd John C. Baxter 
Robert Pew Jay Van Ar.del Robert Breunner 

Peter ~I. Lamberu 
Lyman S. Parks 
John Prangley 
l.1rkll;,l"'in 1 Rnot 
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Wt. A/t;thu./l G. &wwn 
1220 Sylvan, Sou:thea.1,.t 
G!Umd Rap.ld,6, Ui.c.ki.gan 49506 
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