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WOMEN'S PROGRAMS
Briefing Book Revisions

August 19, 1974

Question: Many women's organizations are concerned
about your reference to women's liberationists and
male chauvinists, does this mean you do not take
seriously the concerns of women?

Answer: No, 1t does not. I believe in basic hunan
rights for all people and I recognize there exists
discrimination against women. I promise that my
administration w111 work toward the ellmlnatlon of
such discrimination.

Question: What is your stand on the Equal Rights
Amendment?

Answer: My record is clear--in 1970 I stated that
there is no question that the Equal Rights Amendment
is an idea whose time has come and I continue to stand
by that statement. During the time that Congresswoman
Martha Griffiths was trying to get the discharge
petition 51gned by members of the House, I was
instrumental in securing 15 of the last 16 signatures
and I was delighted to have had a hand in bringing to
the House floor the proposed Women's Equal Rights
Amendment. I might remind you that two Republican
Congressmen from the State of Kansas were the first

to introduce the amendment in Congress in 1923. The
Republican Party was the first party to endorse the
ERA in 1940. In 1972 both the Republican and Democratic
Platforms included ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment. This was, of course, after the ERA was
passed in 1972 by both the House and the Senate.

Question: 1Isn't the Equal Rights Amendment in trouble?
Answer: To date, 33 States have ratified the Amendment.

As you know, 38 States must ratify by 1979 to make this
part of our Constitution. I think the completion of












Question: Two bills prohibiting discrimination on
the 5@513 of sex or marital status by creditors or
card issuers in granting retail and mortgage credit

have been passed by the Senate. What is your position
on this issue?

Answer: The elimination of credit discrimination has
been an initiative of the Nixon Administration and I

will continue to support the elimination of such dis-
crimination as the purchasing power of individuals is

of prime importance in our economy today. I hope that
the House will act on this bill during the 93rd Congress.

Question: What is the purpose of the White House's
Office of Women's Programs?

Answer: The White House's first Office of Women's
Programs was established by Anne L. Armstrong in
February 1973, following her appointment as Counsellor
to the President. The Office addresses the economic
problems of women and the problems of discrimination
on the basis of sex by acting as a catalyst for
progress and change both within the Federal Government
and in the private sector.

Question: There has been much criticism of the Federal
Government's enforcement efforts relative to the
requiring of affirmative action plans from Federal
contractors. Do you believe in preferential hiring?

Answer: Goals for women are required by contractors
holding Federal contracts of $50,000 or more, and
employing 50 or more persons. Such goals and time-
tables are part of the required affirmative action
plan.

Goals differ from quotas in a number of ways. Quotas
are fixed, numerical limits with the discriminatory
intent of restricting a specified group from a particu-
lar activity. Goals, on the other hand, are numerical
target alms which a contractor tries to achieve. The
aim is not discriminatory but affirmative in intent

to help increase the number of qualified minority
people in the organization.
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Goals are flexible and have different consequences
than quotas if the goals are not met. Failure to
meet a goal does not automatically indicate non-
compliance provided that good faith efforts have been
made to meet the goals. There is no intent to force
the employer to hire unqualified persons.

Goals are set in line with the various aspects of the
minority and female work force (number of minority
population, size of available minority and female work
force with requisite skills, etc.). A good faith
effort must be made to reach the minority and female
target goals.

Question: This year has been designated as World
Population Year by the United Nations. In view of this,
what 1s your position on population control?

Answer: The United States is participating in the
World Population Year through the appointment of a
National Commission and through attendance at the
World Population Conference sponsored by the U.N.

I will be looking toward the Commission and the report
of the Conference to see what direction will be taken
with regard to this issue. In view of the economic
problems of the world, I think it is imperative that
we address this critical problemn.

Question: What do you think of the use of "Ms."

Answer: A woman should be free to call herself by
whatever title she chooses.















Wilber, Nebraska

August 4-5 Annual Czech Festival, an event recognized nationally.
Provide a building with facilities for Senior Citizens and Youth to
teach the crafts of the Czechs as brought from their native country.
Establish a football field for Wilber youth., Complete paving of 11
miles of previously graveled streets,

Lubbock, Texas

One of the most interesting cities to qualify for Bicenteunnial
Community status is Lubbock, Texas. On May 11, 1970 the city

of Lubbock was partially devastated by the most destructive tornado
in the history of our country. Immediately after the tornado, the
citizens of the city set forth upon the monumental task of rebuilding.
The Lubbock Bicentennial Committee took the goals and developed a
number of potential projects that will create national Bicentennial
interest. -‘The Ranch Headquarters is currently the forerunner of
project activity featuring a recreation of Western ranch buildings and
showing the development of ranching in the Southwest. The Lubbock
IL.ake Site, a site of major archeological, historical and

scientific significance, traces the evolution of man over 12, 000 years
The Lubbock Memorial Center, a multi-million dollar Civic and
Convention Center, is currently under construction in the tornado
devastated area of the City's Central Business District. This facility
will lend itself to the overall Bicentennial Celebration through the
usage of the Theatre for the Performing Arts, the Exhibit Hall and
the multi- purpose Meeting Rooms and Banquet Hall.

Yakima, Washington

Refurbishing and operating two streetcars on inter-urban railroad
tracks -- 1776 & 1976. Slogan on cars reads '""One of Yakima Valley's
Bicentennial Projects, ' Call attention of Bicentennial to other

cities along the 19 mile run,






People-to-People Programs

Indications are that there will be considerable Bicentennial
activity on the part of the People-to-People Programs, such as
the Sister Cities Program, the Partners of the Americas pro-
gram, and People~to-People, International.

France

The first foreign proposal to be publicized was a French Sound
and Light spectacle at Mt, Vernon.

Spain
The Spanish government has proposed that a statue of Bernardo
de Galvez be offered to the City of Washington for the Bicentennial.

Replicas may also be given to Pensacola and Galveston,

Great Britain

The organization of the Festival of the City of London have recently
decided to adopt as a theme for its 1976 celebration '""The 200th
Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. ' It has also been
proposed that the only full-length portrait of George Washington be
acquired from its owner, Lord Primrose, and donated to the United
States, In addition, the British are planning several exchanges and
exhibits,

Nicaragua

The government of Nicaragua has issued 13 Bicentennial Commemora-~
tive Stamps, This is the first issue of Bicentennial stamps by a foreign
government and were publicly offered in Nicaragua in early July

of 1973. e

Norway

Norway celebrates the 150th Anniversary of the first organized
immigration to the United States in 1975. Present plans call for
an extension of the celebration into 1976 with a focus more on the
country at large rather than on Norwegian-American centers. In
1975, the last two exhibits of paintings and prints are scheduled,
There are also plans for performing arts groups including folk groups.
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Yet each community underniably has a past; each town has with-
in it the objects and traces that bear indelible witness to
the growth and culture of our nation as it evolved there;
each community has its own character imorinted with the dis-
tinctive contributions of the cenerations that have lived and
worked and vassed away there.

But the communities seemed to feel that unless they had a
portrait of George Washington, what they had was not interest-
ing or important--that it did not tell the story.

PROGRAM: We have completed under contract a Pilot

Program in three communities utilizing task forces of five
professional artists in assisting the cormunities in develop-
ing techniques for the rediscoverv and dramatization of
evidences of their cultural heritage. The Task Forces, com-
prised of a decorative arts historian, an architectural
historian, a photographer, a graohic artist and a community
coordinator, worxed in Quincy, Illinois; Galveston, Texas

and Tacoma, Washington.

Some of the results of the programs have been:

* Libraries which were the scenes of "American
Renaissance" Festivals involving evervone from
senior citizens to children in programs focus-
ing on town history, literature, railroads,
crafts, art, architecture, and music are now
complaining that they are too quiet;

* Cookbooks on the ethnic cookery of the locales
which were predicted "not to sell more than ten
copies" have already sold hundreds of copies
and have been picked up for reissue and expan-
sion by the Chamber of Cormerce;

* Programs on the architecture of town buildings
which related the architectural style of the
building to its classic counterpart and which
emphasized the role of the design in the history
of the town have inspired historic reclamation
projects on the part of townspeople to save their
buildings;



























FcSTIVALS OF THE ARTS:

Festival of Jazz .
International Festival of Women in the Arts

MANDATE: "Spectial emphasis should be given to these activi-
ties which express the pluralistic nature of
American society...and which encourage the presen-
tation, interpretation and reccnstruciion of
traditional works illustrating those distinctively
American contributions to the world's cultures
which reflect the American Revolutionary spirit.”

ARBA Art Guidelines

0BJECTIVE: To stimulate and promote a complete and honest
presentation of the cultural contributions of all groups in
our society by aiving needed impetus to those art forms and
achievements for which planning is being neglected.

BACKGROUND: It is unarguable that the Bicentennial is an
occasion when the rich and diverse artistic expressions of
our culture should be on display both for our visitors from
abroad and for our own citizens. It is a fact, however, that
the current state of Bicentennial art activities provide ample
opportunities to celebrate some of cur art forms while neg-
lecting others.

Institutions exist to organize and plan certain types of
events. Some art forms are comparatively welil documented

and have natural and established outlets. A quick review
will show that the American opera and symphonic achievements
will be presented; that the traditional works of our painters
will be on display and that funding mechanisms are directed
toward underwriting the new and traditional works of estab-
lished groups in the fields of dance, literature, painting,
and sculpture.

We do not say that this funding is adequate, the arts simply
are underfunded in this country. Ve do say, however, that

it is only in recent years that America has begun to experi-
ence a renaissance of awareness of the great diversity of its
own culture, that concern for the presentation of some dis-
tinctly American art forms is only just beginning to burgeon
to become institutionalized and that if a fair and full
presentation of our culture is to be part of the Bicentennial,
special emphasis and special attention reeds to be given to
‘the contributicns of some of these groups.











































































































