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You can win a Silver Pontiac®Grand Prix;
a silvery Emba®Mink,
a London Show Tour via British Airways or
a Danecraft Sterling Silver Collection
in the Miss Clairol®

BETTY FORD
TALKS
ABOUT HER MOTHER
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It's the Miss Clairol25th Anniversary so we 're throwing
a Silver Sweepstakes and inviting you, the women we love!
Send in your name this minute. With 1138 chances to win , from a
luxurious Pontiac Grand Prix to exquisite Danecraft Sterling Silver
jewelry, how can you lose?

1138 Winners: See how little you
have to do to be a Miss Clairol
Winning Woman:

In a warmly personal interview, the First Lady recalls how her mother helped her overcome her own emotional

Official Rules:

growing pains and expands on her controversial remarks about the sexual freedom of a daughter in today's world

1. To enter, complete the entry form or, on a
3" x 5" piece of paper, write your name, address
and zip code. Ma•l each entry separately to;
"Miss Clairol Silver Anniversary Sweepstakes",
P.O. Box 44, New York, N.Y.10046.
2. Each entry must be accompanied by the
words "Miss Clairol" cut from the front panel of a
"Miss Clairol" package or the words "Miss
printed on a 3" x 5" piece of paper.
must be postmarked by August 24, 1976
and received by August 31, 1976.
3. Winners will be determined in random drawings under the supervision of Marden-Kane, Inc.,
an independent judging organization, whose
decisions are final. All prizes will be awarded.
4. Sweepstakes open to residents of the U.S.
except employees and their families of Clairol,
Incorporated, its affiliated companies, its advertising agencies and Marden-Kane, Inc. Taxes are
the sole responsibility of the winner. Only one
prize to a family. Void in Missouri and wherever
else prohibited or restricted by law. All Federal,
State and Local laws apply. The odds of winning
will be determined by the number of entries
received in the total sweepstakes. All airline
tickets are non-transferable and non-refundable.
Trips must be taken during normal tour periods
before 10/1 / 77. No purchase necessary.

BY LYNN MINTON
Someone once said that motherhood is the one job in the
world where, af the moment of greatest success-when
your children are finally independent-you are fired. Not
every mother is fortunate enough to find a challenging
new job before she is completely phased out of the old
one, as Betty Bloomer Ford has in her position as First
Lady, or, indeed, to have had the kind of relationship with
her children and her mother that Mrs. Ford revealed in a
recent conversation at the White House.
Like many peopie, I admire our President's wife-for
her courage in publicly discussing her operation for breast
cancer; for speaking out for things she believes in, like the
Equal Rights Amendment, and not just echoing her
husband's positions on other controversial issues, such
as abortion; for the good relationship she seems to have
with her four children; and 'for the loving and comradely
relationship she appears to have with Gerald Ford, a man
who has been concentrating on his career since the day
he was late for their wedding because he was out
campaigning for his first term in Congress and who spent
mo~st of his time away from home as the children were
growing up.
What kind of home did Betty Ford herself come from to
prepare her for such a man and such a marriage and such
a life? Her father, William Stephenson Bloomer, a rna·
chinery salesman who also traveled a lot, died when she
was 16, and I had been told that Mrs. Ford feels that her
mother was the major influence on her life. I wondered to
what extent her mother, Hortense Neahr Bloomer-who
died of a cerebral hemorrhage in December, 1948, less
than two months after her daughter's marriage at 30 to
Gerald Ford-had played a part in making Betty Ford the
kind of woman she is.
On the day after President Ford told lV newsman
Walter Cronkite that the Supreme Court went too far in its
1973 decision legalizing early abortions, I interviewed the
woman who rejoiced in 1974 that abortion had finally
"been taken out of the backwoods and put into the
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hospitals where it belongs" and who said recently that "if
a woman doesn't want to have a child, it should be taken
care of under supervision, the sooner the better." We
talked in the large, cream-color sitting room in the family
quarters of the White House.
"I felt a tremendous loss when my mother died," Betty
Ford said. "I still feel a tremendous loss, because I think
of her often, even though she's been gone ever since
we've been married and we've been married twenty-seven
years. I still dream-1 guess everybody does-that my
mother is alive and that she is a person and the
relationship is mother and child, and then, of course, you
wake up and realize that that's not true ... that now
you're the mother."
She talked a bit about childhood memories, which
brought to mind an incident that had happened more
than 50 years before. "I have a birthmark on my left
hand," she said, ''which I was born with, and when I first
attended school-kindergarten-all the other children
made fun of me and kidded me. Children can be very
cruel, and when I came home from school crying
because I had been ridiculed for having this birthmark,
my mother explained to me that I was the only little girl in
the world who had a birthmark like that, and so she could
never lose me, no matter where I went. She would always
be able to find me, and I was a very special child. And it
really . .. I went back to school very proud. I guess I've
never told this before.
"My mother was a marvelous woman, dearly loved by
so many people," said Betty Ford. "Even my friends still
refer to her. We did things together. She was very
interested in the crippled children's home in Grand
Rapids-she was the president of it-and I spent a great
deal of time with her when she visited, and then I became
active myself, working with children in braces. "
After she died, I asked, did you ever have any feelings of
regret, of, I only wish I had done such-and-such or said •••
"No,' Mrs. Ford said, "because /turn to page 76

Super Grand Prize:
a fully equipped 1976 Grand Prix,
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the personal sized car from Pontiac. Includes
luxury equipment like air conditioning, radio, steel-belted radial tires,
deluxe wheel covers and more. Retail value $6,500.
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5 First Prizes:

;

A one week London Show Tour for 2 via
British Airways, the airline that takes good
care of you. Stay at the beautiful Chelsea,
London's newest deluxe hotel. Retail
value $3,250 per winner.
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2 Grand Prizes:

M c CALL'S , MAY 1978

NAME ___________________
M
ADDRESS ________________
CITY _ _ _STATE ___ ZIP _ _

10 Second Prizes:
An elegant $500 Sterling Silver jewelry
assortment from the famous Danecraft
Collection, created by Victor Primavera.

Two pace-setting mink coats
of ranch-bred natural EMBA mink, 20 Third Prizes:
by Gold in-Feldman, America's
A $1 00 Danecraft Silver assortment.
leading fur wholesaler.
100 Fourth Prizes:
Retail value $6,000 per winner.
A $50 Danecraft Silver Assortment.
®Trademark EMBA Mink
Breeders Assoc. Racine, Wise.
® 1976 Clairollncorporated.

5. For a list of winners, send a stamped, selfaddressed envelope to; "Miss Clalrol" Winners,
P. 0. Box 68, N.Y., N.Y. 10046.

1000 Fifth Prizes:
A $10 Danecraft Silver Bracelet.
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Today-like 25 years agothere's no better haircoloring at any price.
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