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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOf'I 

G2ND ANNUAL WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENTS ASSOCIATION 
DINNER 

Th~ Washington Hilton Hotel 

Saturday-May 1, 1976 

Departure: 7:30 P.M. 

Attire: Black Tie 

Frorn: Terry 0 1 Don~O~ 

BACKGROUND 

The 62nd annual dinner of the White House Correspondents Association will 
present journalistic prizes, install new officers, and provide an evening 
of socializing for its members and guests. Outgoing p:rcsident, Helen Thorn.as 
of UPI, will install Lawrence 0 1 Rourke of the Philadelphia Bulletin as the 
Association1 s new President. Entertaimnent will be provided by Tennessee 
Ernie Ford and Nashville 1 s Opryland, USA. (Head Table List Attached TAB A). 

Other invited guests include the Vice President and 1\1.rs. Rockefeller, 
Secretary Sim.on, Attorney General Levi, Secretary Richardson, Secretary 
Mathews, Secretary Rurn.sfeld, Secretary Kleppe, Secretary Colernan, and 
Ron Nessen. 

SEQUENCE 

7: 30 p. m. 

7:37p.m .• 

You and Mrs. Ford board motorcade on 
South Grounds and depart en route Washington 
Hilton Hotel. 

Motorcade arrives Washington Hilton Hotel. 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 



7:40 p. m. 

7:50 p.m. 

7: 50 p. rn. 

7: 51 p.m. 

7: 53 p.m. 

7: 54 p.rn. 

7: 54p.rn. 

7:56p.m. 

2. 

You will be met by: 

Helen Thorn.as, UPI Retiring President of 
the White House Correspondents 
Association 

':l: Lawrence 0 1 Rourke, Philadel~ia Bulletin 
Incorn.ing President of the White 
House Correspondents Association 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

You and Mrs. Ford arrive Cabinet Room. 

OFFICIAL PHOTO COVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE: 38 

You and Mrs. Ford, escorted by Ms. Thomas 
and Mr. 0 1 Rourke, depart Cabinet Room 
en route holding room. 

Head Table guests depart 
Cabinet Room and proceed 
to head table. 

You and Mrs. Ford arrive holding room. 

You and Mrs. Ford, escorted by Ms. Thomas 
and Mr . 0 1Rourke, depart holding room 
en route off-stage announcement area. 

You and l'v1rs. Ford arrive oif-stage 
announcen1ent area and pause for 
announcen1ent. 

11 Ruffles and Flourishes 11 

Announcement of the Vice 
President and Mrs. Rockefeller 

"Ruffles and Flourishes 11 

Announcement of you and lv1rs. Ford 
"Hail to the Chief11 



7: 56 p. m. 

7:57 p.m. 

7:58p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

8:30p.m. 

8:40 p. m. 

9:10 p.m. 

9: 11 p. m. 

3. 

You and Mrs. Ford, escorted by Ms. 
Thomas and lv1r. 0 1Rourke, enter Inter
national Ballroorn and proceed to Head Table. 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE: 1, 400 

You and Mrs. Ford arrive Head Table 
and re1nain standing. 

National Anthem. 

Dinner begins. 

Ms. Thomas will present the 
Merrirn.an Smith Memorial Award 
to Aldo Beckman of the Chicago 
Tribune; the Worth Bingha1n MeJnorial 
Award and the Rayrnond Clapper 
Mern_oJ·ial Award (1st prize) to 
James V. Riser oi the Des Moines 
Register & Tribune; and the 
RaynJ.ond Clapper MenJ.orial Award 
(2nd prize) to Albert R. Hunt of the 
Wall Street Journal. 

Ms. Thorn.as will propose a toast 
to you and the Vice President. 

NOTE: No response is expected. 

Dinner concludes. 

Ms. Thomas presents a silver desk set to 
you and Mrs. Ford. 

NOTE: A brief thank-you by you is 
appropriate . 

L 



9:13 p.m. 

9:14 p.rn .. 

9: 15 p. m. 

9:20 p. m. 

9:22 p. m. 

9:55p.m. 

9:56 p.m .. 

9:57 p. m. 

10:10 p.m. 

10:12 p.1n. 

10:25 p. m. 

10:32 p.m. 

4. 

Ms. Thomas thanks the orchestra. 

lv1s. Tho.rnas introduces Mr. 0 1 Ro:_nke 
as the new President of the Associa
tion. 

Remarks by Mr . 0' Rourke, concluding 
in the introduction of the new office rs. 

Mr. 0' Rourke introduces the evening's 
entertainment. 

Tennessee Ernie Ford & Nashville 1 s 
Opryland USA show begins. 

Show concludes. 

Introduction of you by Mr. 0 1 Rourke. 

PRESIDENTLl\L REMARKS . 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 

Remarks conclude. You remain at the podiuni. 
while Mr. 0 1 Rourke thanks you. 

You and Mrs. Ford, escorted by Mr. 0 1 Rourke 
and Ms. Thomas, depart Cabinet Room en route 
motorcade for boarding. 

Motorcade departs Washington Hilton Hotel 
en route South Grounds. 

Arrive South Grounds. 

# # # # 
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On JvJj;;r; 'J'ho1T1~JS 1 right 

Jvfr. 0 1HonrJ,.c·,Lawn·nce ~A. ' 
Phil<HL-) pll;_a Bu) k tin 

l\.fr s • F o J.' cl 

Mr. Poe, :Sdgar A. 
New OrJcans Tin1cs-Picayun-:: 

The Seen:\ ary of the Trcci sc_iry 

1\ir, Pierpoint, Roberi: 

CBS News 

The Atl:orncy Gene raJ 

l\fr. Dc·<ikin, Jan1er~ 

St. Louis Post-Dir.p.1.tcb 

The Secretary oI Cornrnercc 

1\1r. Suthcr1and, John P . 
U. S . Ne \Vs (-1: 'W o rl cl Re port 

Tbe Secretary o:[ Hecilth, 
Education ("- V!cJfare 

Mr . Davis, B. Dale 
PhiJacleJphia Bc_1Hclin 

1\1r. Nessen, Ronald 

Mr. Fnlle r, J<eith, 
AP Vi ce Presid~nt, N . Y, 

1\1r. Marks, Leonard 
Washington Attorney 

Mr, FolJ i<:~rd, Edward T . 
W ashington Post, lZct. 

1\1r . Cornell, D01,.1glas 
AT\ RcJ. 

Mr. Humphries, llarrison 13. 
AP/:.· Chairman, SLinding 
Co1nrni U ,-. e o.f <:or re r-:Doiv1.~nts . 
Co11p1·1·shiCJ11al G;1ll,•r!c~; · 

J\fr, }fo;Jy, f>nu1 
New Yu rl~ Daily Nl'WS 

JV1r. B~~ckman, Alclo D. 
ChicaEo T1·ibL111c: 

u ' 

M:rs, Ro<'.'kcdeller 

1\fr, Harris, F.alph 
Reut:c:rs 

h11·. I<ohlcor, Saul. 
Newhouse News .Ser vice 

The Secretary of llic Intcrio:r· 

lvfis s Lc\vine, Frances 

.As sociat•.:'! d Pr<! r; s 

The Secretary of TransportaU.on 

Mr, Roth, Robert 
Philadelphia B-ullctin 

1vfr. Lisagor, Peter 
Chicaeo DaiJy Nev.·s 

1\1r. Cohen, Ronald 
UPI Washington Editor 

Mr . Hefferman, John ·w. (Pal:) 
Rd:. Reuters Bureau Chief 

Mr. I<::i.Jpatrick, CarroJl 
VI ashington Pos t, Ret. 

Mr. Ac:Ci1ns, Stanley 
Pre Eiclent of AS CAP 

Mr. Horner, Garnett D. 
Washington Star , Ret. 

Mr. Tomei, A. A. - Phi] adc.lphia 

AF.M Executive OHicer 

Mr. I< nj ghton, Wi lJ iarn II. Y. , Jr. 
B a]t" J1i()J'C Snn, net. 



fod~l1f~ 
1 tiear~ ~.allr.•ht, 
df ci!Urse.italt~s if there's a wall in !olaht 
Cando,ta11dlii 
This poll says t"* guy can clo. 
If ljeasa• up the flue, 
Gai>•cando 

~CarterWin 
.,....t that Ch1det gnn, 

And on,the real bi11 r>sllei he's haqt lo pin 
Try Jom, Try hm 
TheSQuth's really-protld of hom 
Geotge Wa.l,lace was jUl1: a, whll!I 
Try l1til Try Jun. 

Look<>"£ for Kenn<idy. 
Hf'• saVlnll no-soreee 

"N af.tet all, hl!'s the last ofthe dynasty 
MIShtM> mleht'l'llft 
ShouktSbnvec ha:"" Mr tk fun! 
Now brotfier.in-law rs done, 
Might run, n)llht 111n 

Lou Hanis! 

Pat (addlilh 

We've tot the 11tord" -

LikPHelft 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Mrs. Ford 

FROM: Sheila 

RE: Gridiron Club 
Lyrics to "Once in Love 

With Amy" 
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BUFFALO EVENING NEWS 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

SUITE 1286 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 

LUCIAN C. WARREN 
Bureau Chief 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004 

March 16, 1976 

Mrs. Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld 
Secretary to Mrs. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Sheila: 

Enclosed the lyrics to the music we talked about. 
We are certainly looking forward to the possibility 
of Mrs. Ford's participation in this Gridiron number 
and we most appreciate your help and her interest. 

Call us when convenient as to any further desired 
arrangements, and in the meantime we will get a 
cassette tape ready of the song as it will be sung, 
and will see that it gets to you for a possible private 
rehearsal at the White House at Mrs. Ford's convenience. 

Sin~ 

Lucian C. Warren 
Encl. 
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Republicans: Once. in Love with Betty 
. '· . 

• 

Politicians slay me, 
J.J..ways depress, dis.In9..y me; 
Over and Over, disillusioned b~ .v e.m, 
We oan 't ;justify 'em--no way! · 

Ron and Rook and Gerry 
Don't ever make us merry--
Bore us with pledges, promises and hedge.s, 
Set our teeth on edges--all day. 

(But) There's one who won't .equivocate and waver, 
Who always shoots straight, 
VVno' s candider and oheerf'uller and braver-
Our oandidatel 

(So) Start the draft for Betty, ' 
Vie' ll aJ1 go daft for Betty; 
Go tell the party we all want the dancer, 
She's the perfect ansvver--and how! 
Let Betty have her equal rights right now! 

(Oh) Once in love with Betty, 
.Always in love with Betty.; 
Go teJJ.. the party we all want th~ dancer, 
She's the perfect answet---you 'l 11 .~ee, 
And Betty oan have equal rights w:i:th .n:e • 
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BUFFALO EVENING NEWS 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

SUITE 1286 NATIONAL PRESS B UILDING 

Mar. 16, 1976 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004 

Dear Sheila, 

Attached is the dialogue in our Republican skit leading 

up to the singing of the song, Once in Love With Betty, 

also encl<l'>sed . 

It will be sung by Ernie Sult, one of our limited members 

(the name for our soloists and other non-newspaperman talent). 

He works in the personnel department of the Bureau of 

International Commerce in the Commerce Department and is 

active in the Alexandria Little Theater. 

The plan is for Ernie to do a little sbft-shoe routine 

dance after he sings the part just before the last chorus. 

Then the Gridiron chorus will sing the last chorus 

and it is our fond hope that Mrs. Ford would join in 

a simple dance with Ernie Sult on stage as those final 

lines are sung. 

we hope to have soon a tape of how Ernie and the 

Gridiron Chorus will be performing this, and of course we 

would be happy to arrange a private rehearsal on this if 

Mrs. Ford so desires . 

We like to think Mrs. Ford would enjoy the fun and we 

are sure our audience would love it. 

Sincerely, 



------ - -- -----------

Republican skit -11-

(enter ordinary voter, dressed in Ray Bolger seedy costume) 

Ordinary Vot'.er: If you ask me, I think we need some non-political 

politicians back on planet earth. 

Morton: Who are you? 

Ordinary voter: I'm an ordinary voter and I've come to speak 

for the silent majority 

(sings Once In Love with Betty and does soft-shoe 

routine as chorus sings last four lines) 




