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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 7, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF
FROM: JERRY H,
SUBJECT: Tiger Teague

Your memorandum to the President of February 5 on the above
subject has been reviewed and the following notation was made:

-- Keep pressure for decision.
Please follow-up with the appropriate action.

Thank you,

e meif-wh
@A‘u._ Sridpra—

cc: Don Rumsfeld



Pebruary 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM POR THE PRESIDENT
PROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORP

SUBJECT: Tiger Teague

Tiger asked me to advise you that his initial checks conceraing
the cut-off of GI benefits indicate there probably will not be
much opposition from the organised veterans groups.

Tiger says that he believes the Lagioan, VFW and DAV would not
oppose such a move,

He said that the veterans groups expressed the attitude that
they wanted to protect the benefits for those eligible veterans
u;dth.cnt—oftatthist&mldhootuustaminmu
efforts.

Tiger said, however, that before your make a definite decision
he would like a littles more time to check further and will get

back to us as s00n as he has a more thorough reading from other
groups and Members of Congress.

MLF:ig

bee: Jack Marsh
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DATE s 3/10

TO: %/m

FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf '
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Prepare Agenda and Brief

X

For Your Comments

REMARKS:

ITE HOUSE

IINGTON .

LOG NO.:
Time:
cc (for information):

Jack Marsh
Brent Scowcroft

1975 Time: noon

Termination of
snefits

X

For Your Recommendations
g
Draft Reply
~

Draft Remarks

$ .

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitling the required material, please

, y Jerry H. Jones
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately.

Staff Socrctary
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ata: March 7, 1975
Bill Baroody

FOR ACTION: Phil Buchen cc (for information):
Jim Cannon Jack Marsh ;
ax Friedersdorf Brent Scowcroft

Robert T. Hartmann

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Wednesday, March 12, 1975 Time: noon

SUBJECT:

L)'mﬁ memo (3/7/75) re: Termination of
G. 1. Bill Educational Benefits

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action X_ For Your Recémmenduﬁons
Prepare Agenda and Brief Drzaft Rep}y
tq X For Your Comments Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

t

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUEBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please

crry H. Jones
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. ey .

Stat'f Socrctary
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MEMORANDUM

OF CALL
[J YOU WERE CALLED BY— [ ] YOU WERE VISITED BY—
OF Organization) :
GZD =~ _o32-8427
[ PLEASE CALL ——3 OORRNY:
[J wiLL cALL AGAIN ] !s WAITING TO SEE YOU
[C] RETURNED YOUR CALL [[] wisHES AN APPOINTMENT

YRy S WEI™
CA“.W »Q«w;m

RECEIVED BY U% 7:{7‘?‘/—‘7}25"‘;0

STANDARD FORI
REVISED AUGUST 1967
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

aPo *1060—0d8—16—80341-1 63-108



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date 4/15/75

TO: CHARLES LEPPERT

FROM: ROGER SEMERAD

XX - FY1

For appropriate action

'
COMMENTS M‘ ROE ¢
&u pr




RESPONSE TO MEDIA QUERIES CONCERNING NEi MATIONAL

CEMETERIES (2s of Aoril 4, 1975)

CALIFORNIA

-

By letter from fhe‘Assis}anf Administrator for Construction to the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (lInstallations and Logistics), the
Veterans Administraiion has expressed interest in acquiring an approximatsly
600-acre portion of March Air Force Base in California (50 miiles East of
Los Angeles) as a site for a new National Cemetery to serve veterans in
the States of Ca!ifcrnia, Nevada and Arizona, which, with Guam and Hawali, /
comprise Federal Regicn IX.

A final decision cannot be made until after the availaﬁflify ot the
600-acre area has been approved by the Depariment of Defense énd appropriats
committess of the C?ngress.

I+ must be emphasized, however, that VA has also evaluaied possible

National Cemstery sites in Kern County and Los Banos, Calif.

MASSACHUSETTS

- On March 31 and April I, 1975, VA representatives from Consiructicn
Service and ths Nafional.Cemefery System joined a Boston ArchifecféEngkneering
firm for an on—si?e inspection at Otis Air Force Bzse in Massachusetts,
seven miles Northeast of Falmouth on Cape Cod, to isolate a égp—acre site
for a new National Cemetery. | |

For VA to acquire this site, it will first be necessary for the

Depaffmenf of_Dgfensc 1o release the site chosen to the State of Massachuset+sz.
vhich owns the property on which Otis AF3 is located. In turn, we would
request the State deed the 500-acre site to VA for a2 MNational Cemetery to
serve veterans in Federal Region |, comprising the States of #zine, Vermon<,

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhede Island



o

Otis AFB is the cnly site in Federal Region | that is under

.~ consideration. Vhen the iransfer is completed a master plan will be

developed and construction will follow.

PENNSYLVAN IA

o Pennsylvania has been chosen as a State in which»g,neﬁ_ﬁafional
Cemetery will be established because it has The‘highesf veféran populction
.in Federal Regfon 111, which also includes the States of Maryland, Delawere,
Virginia, and YWest Virginia.

VA is particularly interested in acquiring a site of hisforical

° o

sighiticance. y >

DISTRICT OF CCLUIZIA

In addition o a Nafionai Shrine Cemetery in eech of the 10 Federzl
Regions, VA plans fo establish a new National Cemetery in the mstropolitan
" area of our Naticn's Capital. ‘
The present goal of the Veferéns Adminisiration and the Naticnal p
Cemetery System is to select and dedicate as meny as possible of the Il

authorized Maticnal Shrine Cemeteries during the Naticn's Bicentennial Era.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 7, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF LETTERS FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am transmitting today a proposed bill *To amend title 38,
United States Code, to set a termination date for veterans
educational benefits under Chapter 34 and 36 of such title,
and for other purposes.”

The bill would terminate the eligibility period for GI Bill
education and training benefits for persons who will be
entering peacetime voluntary military service on or after
July 1, 1975.

I have today also issued a Proclamation which flxes the
period of Vietnam service as beginning on August 5, 1964,
and ending on May 7, 1975, for certain wartime benefits.

The effect of these actions is similar to those terminating
wartime veterans benefits following the cessation of World
War I, World War II, and the Korean War hostilities,

The Proclamation and this legislation would make an equitable
distinction between those who have been required to perform
military service and those who in the future choose to serve
in the All-Volunteer Armed Forces. The termination actions
wlll not affect the eligibility of the millions of Vietnam
veterans already discharged, or those presently serving in
the Armed Forces.

I urge the Congress to give prompt and favorable consideration
to the draft bill.

Sincerely,

GERALD R. FORD

more
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A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to set a termination
date for veterans educational benefits under chapters 3&
and 36 of such title, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
section 1652(a)(1) of title 38, United States Code, 1s amended
to read as follows:

"(a)(1l) The term ‘eligible veteran' means any veteran
who (A) served on active duty for a period of more than
180 days, any part of which occurred after January 31, 1955,
and before July 1, 1975, and who was discharged or released
therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable, or
(B) was discharged or released from active duty, any part
of which was performed during such period, because of a
service--connected disability.”

SEC. 2. Section 1661(a) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by -

(1) 1inserting ", and before July 1, 1975"% immediately
after "January 31, 1955" each time 1t appears; and

(2) adding at the end thereof the following: “In the
case of any person in the active military service in the Armed
Forces on June 30, 1975, the ending date for computing such
person’s entitlement shall be the date of such person's first
discharge or release after June 30, 1975.%

SEC. 3. Section 1662(a) of title 38, United States Code,
1s amended by adding at the end thereof the following: "In
no event shall education or training be afforded a veteran
under this chapter or chapter 36 of this title after
June 30, 1985.%

SEC. 4. Section 1695(b) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after "service' the following: ¥, any

part of which occurred after January 31, 1955, and before
July 1, 1975,".

SEC. 5. Section 1818(a) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by deleting “eligible veteran, as defined in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) of section 1652 of this
title," and inserting in lieu thereof: fpersocn who served on

active duty, any part of which occurred after January 31, 1955,
and who:

(1) served for a period of more than 180 days and was

dlscharged or released therefrom under conditions other than
dishonorable; or

(2) nas served more than 180 days in an active duty status
and continues on active duty without a break therein; or

(3) was discharged or released from active duty after
such date for a service-connected disability".

more
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SECTION-BY--SECTION ANALYSIS OF DRAFT BILL

- 78

This section would amend section 1652(a)(1l) of title 38,
United States Code, to provide that, for the purposes of
eligibility for educational benefits, a veteran 1is defined
as an individual who served on active duty for a period of
181 days or more, any part of which occurred after January 31,
1955, and before July 1, 1975, and who was discharged or re-
leased under conditlons other than dishonorable, or who served
during such period and was discharged or released because of
a service-connected disability. The effect of the amendment
to this section 1s to set a period of service on which
eligibility for educational benefits may be based. Entrance
into military service on or after July 1, 1975, would not be
qualifying service for thls beneflt.

Section 2

Subsection (1) would amend section 1661(a) to establish
June 30, 1975, as the ending date for that period of time 1n
which an individual may commence service in the military and

earn potential entitlement towards 36 months of educational
assistance.

Subsection (2) represents a savings provislon which
would permit those persons entering military service prior
to July 1, 1975, to accrue educational entitlement wlth the
amount of such entitlement earned based upon the date of the
individual's first discharge or release after June 30, 1975.

Section 3

This section would amend section 1662(a) to set
June 30, 1985, as the final termination date for utilization
of entitlement earned under the current GI Bill education
program. The date set 1s 10 years following the cut-off
date (July 1, 1975) and is in line with the 10-year period
provided veterans of the Korean conflict. Under that program,
individuals were required by law to utilize entitlement by
January 31, 1965 ~- ten years from the ending date of the
Korean conflict (January 31, 1955).

Section 4
This section would amend section 1695(b) to set

June 30, 1975, as the date beyond which individuals entering

mllitary service may not accrue entitlement to Predischarge

Education (PREP) benefits. This is consistent with the

cut-off date for all other educational programs for veterans.

Section 5
This section would amend section 1818(a) to permit all

veterans serving on active duty after January 31, 1955, to

continue to be eligible for loan guaranty benefits. Under

the provisions of section 1818(a), eligibility for loan

guaranty benefits 1s based upon the definitlon of a veteran

as set forth in section 1652 --—~ the same as educational benefits.

With the termination of the educational benefit eligibility

under the amended provisions of section 1 of this bill, it is

necessary to amend section 1818(a) to preserve continued loan
guaranty eligibility. )

###H
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 11, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNON
SUBJECT: Construction of VA Hospitals

You are meeting this afternogn with Administrator Roudebush to
advise him of your decisions regarding the construction of
eight new VA hospitals. There. is considerable Congressional
and local community interest in these hospitals. At about the
time of your meeting this afternoon, Max Friedersdorf will
start Congressional notification of your decisions and Steve
McConahey will make similar calls to State and local officials.

I recommend that after your meeting with Administrator Roudebush
that you issue the attached statement which summarizes the
decisions you have made.

The statement has been cleared by Max Friedersdorf, Paul O'Neill,
and Doug Smith.

Recommendation:

That you approve releasé this afternoon of the attached state-
ment.

el Mo prete £y CL

z/ ,0/ /Mcwmé /@w
4//7
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Attachment /~,
becec:V/ Max Friedersdorf

(24//%/
Steve McConahey

Paul O'Neill L5 /7 /;%//ié/ W’Zééf“
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‘Page 1

Wé owe our veterans the finest in the way of medical care.

One of my first acts as President was to consider the Quality

of Care Survey which made recommendations for improvemeﬁt

in the Veterans Administration medical care system, and I am
‘pleased that in the last two years we have been able to impiement
those recommendations. I have asked in my last two budget
submiésions for approximately 9,000 new staff positions

for the medical care program of the Veterans Administration and

I have also asked for over $600 million for needed repairs

and construction to assure the safety and quality of VA facilities.
My 1977 budget request of over $4 billion for VA medical care

activities was a record high for the system.

I have considered the recommendations of Administrator of Veteran
Affairs, Richard Roudebush, on anothér important step in our
~effort to provide gquality medical care to our veterans -- the
construction of eight major replacement hospitals throughout the
country. The eight proposed facilities have been the subject of
a series of planning studies conducted by independent contractors.
These studies were undertaken in response to a Congressional
expression that hospitals be built and were subsequently reviewed
by the Administrator who gave me his recommendations as to the
relative priority to be assigned to the construction of each

proposed new hospital.



Page 2

I have today advised the Administrator of my decision to
proceed immediately to provide design funds for all eight
hospitals. I will also seek construction funds in Fiscal

Year 1977 for the two projects assigned the highest priority

by the Administrator -- Richmond, Virginia and Bay Pines,
Florida. To implement this decision I will shortly ask the
.COngress to provide an additional $249 million above my previous

budget request for VA construction.

I have also decided to seek construction funds for the other

six replacement hospitals at the rate of two a year for the
succeeding three fiscal years. These projects would be funded

in accordance with the VA's priority ranking. In addition to
Richmond and Bay Pines, the other locations are Martinsburg,

West Virginia; Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington; Little Rock,

Arkansas; Baltimore, Maryland and Camden, New Jersey.

My actions today do not include decisions on construction
details and the number of beds at each facility. These decisions

will be made after further review and analysis.

Over one million people are served annually by Veterans
Administration hospitals, nursing homes and domiciliary facilities.
They deserve to continue to receive care of the highest quality
and the latest in medical research. This requires adequate
hospital facilities. The actions I am announcing today reflect my
commitment that the nation's veterans be assured of the finest

in quality medical care.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT w,ﬂ“”
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET W . o
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 ﬁlﬁ;ﬂﬂ“ "
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Honorable Ray Roberts

Chairman, Committee on Veterans
Affairs

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

It is my understanding that the House Democratic Caucus
is meeting to discuss H.R. 14143, a bill which provides
up to nine additional months of educational assistance
over a one year period to persons in training under the
GI Bill when their 10 year eligibility period expires.

The Administration consistently has opposed any ex-
tension of the GI Bill delimiting date. The underlying
purpose of the current GI Bill, as well as of the World
War II and Korean Conflict programs, has been to aid
veterans in adjusting from military to civilian life by
helping them get the education they might have received
had they not served their country in a time of national
emergency. We believe that the 10 year period presently
provided is more than adequate time for the veteran to
readjust from military to civilian life. This 10 year
period, which already reflects a two year extension from
the eight years originally established in the Vietnam-era
program, exceeds the eligibility periods provided to
veterans of both World War II and the Korean Conflict.
Any further extension is inconsistent with the fundamental
purpose of the program.

As you are well aware, the readjustment benefit program
is an entitlement program and thus uncontrollable: any
eligible person who applies for benefits by law must
receive them. Enactment of this measure thus would have
an impact on funding and programming for veterans benefits
and services not only in 1977 but for years to come.

The cost of the bill, if enacted, is estimated at $662.3
million in FY 1977 and over $1.8 billion over a five year
period. In 1977, the addition of funds for this extension
of the delimiting date to the President's budget request




would result in outlays for readjustment benefits exceeding
those for all other major categories of veterans benefits
except compensation.

Federal funds are not unlimited, and we would gquestion
whether in fact it is in the best interests of veterans,
whom this bill is supposed to benefit, to build into the
budget uncontrollable expenditures of this magnitude

for benefits having no programmatic justification. The
major veterans organization, including the American Legion,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Disabled American
Veterans, who do not support this measure, do not think

so.

incerely yours,

r el

James T. Lynn
Director




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ﬁ bé
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JUL 20 197§
Honorable Ray Roberts JUL 2 31976
Chairman, Committee on Veterans

Affairs

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

It is my understanding that the House Democratic Caucus
is meetlng to discuss H.R. 14143, a bill which provides
up to nine additional months of educational assistance
over a one year period to persons in training under the
GI Bill when their 10 year eligibility period expires.

The Administration consistently has opposed any ex-
tension of the GI Bill delimiting date. The underlying
purpose of the current GI Bill, as well as of the World
War II and Korean Conflict programs, has been to aid
veterans in adjusting from military to civilian life by
helping them get the education they m;ght have received
had they not served their country in a time of national
emergency. We believe that the 10 year period presently
provided is more than adequate time for the veteran to
readjust from military to civilian life. This 10 year
period, which already reflects a two year extension from
the eight years originally established in the Vietnam-era
program, exceeds the eligibility periods provided to
veterans of both World War II and the Korean Conflict.
Any further extension is inconsistent with the fundamental
purpose of the program.

As you are well aware, the readjustment benefit program
is an entitlement program and thus uncontrollable: any
eligible person who applies for benefits by law must
receive them. Enactment of this measure thus would have
an impact on funding and programming for veterans benefits
and services not only in 1977 but for years to come.

The cost of the bill, if enacted, is estimated at $662.3
million in FY 1977 and over $1.8 billion over a five year
period. 1In 1977, -the addition of funds for this extension
of the delimiting date to the President's budget request



would result in outlays for readjustment benefits exceeding
those for all other major categories of veterans benefits
except compensation.

Federal funds are not unlimited, and we would question
whether in fact it is in the best interests of veterans,
whom this bill is supposed to benefit, to build into the
budget uncontrollable expenditures of this magnitude

for benefits having no programmatic justification. The
major veterans organization, including the American Legion,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Disabled American
Veterans, who do not support this measure, do not think

so.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) James T. Lynn

James T. Lynn
Director

cc:

Official File - DO Records
Directorli/chron

Director

Deputy Director

Mr. McGurk

Mr. Hamm
Ret. to VA Branch (0Official)

HVLD BSelfridge:hrs 7-20-76



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 19, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIMLYNN

THRU: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF /a '6'
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR.@%.
SUBJECT: H.R. 14143, To Extend

Veterans' Education Benefits

Rep. Ray Roberts, Chairman of the House Committee on Veterans'
Affairs, called to ask the Administration's position on H, R, 14143,
to extend veterans' education benefits for one year.

Roberts states that the House Democratic Caucus will meet on
Wednesday, July 21, and that Representatives Cornell (D, - Wisc.)
and Edgar (D. - Pa.) plan to ask the Democratic Caucus to instruct
the House Veterans' Affairs Committee to report out this bill, which
provides $715 million to extend G.I. educational benefits for one
year. Roberts states that Cornell and Edgar have obtained signatures
of 140 House Members on a petition to appeal the deletion of the funds
from the appropriation bills.

Roberts says that the addition of the $715 million is a budget buster

and that Rep. Brock Adams, Chairman of the House Budget Committee,
agrees and will so state this to the Democratic Caucus. Roberts sug-
gests that OMB issue a statement on what the addition of the $715 mil-
lion will do to the President's budget and that such information be given
to as many House Members as possible prior to the Democratic Caucus
July 21.



Roberts contends that the extension is not for the benefit of veterans,
but for the educational institutions, and that the addition of the $715
million will probably mean no construction of the new VA hospitals!

Can we do something to assist Ray Roberts?



THE WHITE HOUSE

S SEP 10 1976
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September 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL KENDALL

CHARLIE LEPPERT
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF /4. 6 :
SUBJECT: S. 2908

Please give me soonest your prognosis on S. 2908, the Omnibus
Veterans Health Care bill, and its chances for passage this
session.

The bill cleared the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee yesterday,
and OMB is violently opposed because of its expanded coverage

to veterans' families.

Please check Cliff Hansen, Hammers%hidt and/or John Holden.

M’/’%‘v‘ /o .
Clensinae, latarts ¥ WWMM o o Tl
Maconed bopy 3 Cae (Hppt o Mf"’“’(



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIDERSDORF
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR .@ﬂ
SUBJECT: Myron Kuropas

I have checked with Myron Kuropas as to how my memo to him
concerning H.R. 71 got into the hands of Tyler Craig,
counsel to the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee, and read
into the Congressional Record.

Kuropas says he sent my memo to Mr. Mazewski, president of
the Polish American Congress, who probably sent it to Tyler
Craig on the Senate Committee.

I asked Kuropas to explain the situation to you and Jack
Marsh.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: MYRON KUROPAS
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR% 1
SUBJECT: H. R. 71

H.R. 71 passed the House on July 21, 1975. The Senate
Committee on Veterans' Affairs reported the bill to the
Senate on March 11, 1976.

The bill was held up for some time because Senator Hansen
had questioned the cost estimates. However, he and

Senator Hartke have reached agreement on the bill and it
was to have come before the Senate for one hour of debate
yesterday, August 9. It was not scheduled by Senator
Mansfield, and it is now expected to come before the Senate
just after the recess for the Republican Convention.

The Administration opposes the Senate version of this bill,
but will not object to the version passed by the House.

onl — aeludute ;@1%7'7’
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 6, 1976

FOR: Charles Leppert
FROM: Myron Kuropasmr
SUBJECT: H.R, 71

Aloysius Mazewski, President of the Polish American Congress,
is interested in the administration position on H. R. 71, the so-
called Polish Veterans Bill. As the attached telegram indicates,
he supports the bill.

Any information you can give me in this regard would be appreci-
ated.
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24119 CHICAGO IL 69 PUAW QEYP CDT
PMS DR MYRON KUROPAS, DLR
EXECUTIVE OFFICE THE WHITE HOUSE
WA SHDC
HeR71 POLISH VETERANS BILL SET FOR VOTE.
URGENT CONTACT YOUR U.S. SENATOR NOW BY TELEGRAM OR MAILOGRAM
SENDING AS MANY AS POSSIBLE TO SUPPORT THE BILL. SEND ALSO
TO SENATOR VANCE HARTKE WHO IS CHAIRMAN AND TO SENATOR
CLIFFORD HANSEN OF WYOMING WHO IS AGAINST THE BILL.

MUST BE DONE NOW. CANADA, GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE
RECOGNIZED POLISH FREEDOM FIGHTERS WHY SHOULD NOT THE |
UNITED STATES

ALOYSIUS A MAZEWSKI, PRESIDENT POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS

FORM OB05 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. S. A,

|

AO1T A0



THE WHITE HOUSE

iy SEP 28 1976

September 27,

70

MAX FRIEDERSDORF

" CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. %

MEMORANDUM FO
/

/

FROM:
SUBJECT:

Attached is the/iatest on H.R. 71 and Senator Goldwater's

position. ‘
Is there anytying I can tell Annunzio and Derwinski?




FRANK ANNUNZIO

J1iTH DisTtmicT, ILuanots

COMMITTEES:

BANKING, CURRENCY AND
HOUSING

SUSCOMMITTEES:
CHAIRMAN, CONSUMER AFFAIRS

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS SUPERVISION,

REGULATIOM AND INSURANCE

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

SUBCOMMITTEES:
CHAIRMAN, PERSONNEL AND POLICE
ACCOUNTS

Congress of the Hnited States
HBouse of Representatives
Washington, B.L. 20515

September 23, 1976

Mr. Charles Leppert, Jr.
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Charles:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Senator

Goldwater and one from the White House.

DISTRMICT QFFICE

Surre 201

4747 Wast PETERSON AVENUE
CHicaso, [uiNois 60646
(312) 7360700

LOOP OFFICE
Surre 3840
Kruczynski BuiLDING
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Someone is not telling it like it is, and I wish

this thing could be straightened out so we can get the show
on the road!
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With every best wish, I am

Sincerely,

FRANK ANNUNZIO
Member of Congress
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The Honorable John P. Hammerschmidt e

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Jack:

Just between you, me and the gatepost, the President

- will accept the Polish and Czech war veterans bill

with my women pilots amendment added to it. Now I
can't say this on the Senate Floor and ask that it
be private, but I can assure you that it is true.

With this assurance, I hope you will see your way
clear to accepting the bill with the women pilots
included should the Senate return it to the House
for another try. You may be interested in the en-
closed fact sheet which proves that the women pilots
would not create a precedent for any other group.

If you have any questions about this, please call me.

with

st wishes,




WASP : .
(WOMER'S AIRFORCE SERVICE PILOTS)

Thsss vomen are being deniad vaterans benefits because unthinking members
of congress ars classifying them in the sana status as other civilians who
di4 var vork, This comparison i1s unjust:

Kone of tha othar groups ware organized from the outset to be militarized
vhen proven affective.

None of the other organizations were tested and made to prove their
military capabilities before being militarized. -

Nona of thea other organizations during recruitment of personnel stated
to naw members that thay were to be militarized. Some girls, before
baing accepted,wers made to swear that they would remain in the WASPs
after militarization. '

None of the other organizations were sponsored for militarizatiom by
a major component of the U.S. armed forces during the war years,

None of the other organizations had a militarization bill passed by the
House Committes on Military Affairs. { :

None of the other organizations had the Secretary of War support their
militarization bill by special letter.

Fons of tha other organizations sent tha majority of their personnel to
staff officer’'s training achool in preparatica for militarizaticm.

Hcae of the other organizations decorated their 1ndividuals by military
orders in nilitary cersm-onies,

Rones of the othar organizations have had recormended for them hospital
and insurance benefits in a House committea report yet denied them by
inaction of that committes.

¢

Thirty-eight of these woman died for their country in military eireraft during
World War II; yet their surviving comrades have been denied veterans hospital-
ization.



WASHINGTON

August 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: MYRON KUROPAS
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR% A
SUBJECT: ' H. R. 71

H.R. 71 passed the House on July 21, 1975. The Senate
Committee on Veterans' Affairs reported the bill to the
Senate on March 11, 1976.

The bill was held up for some time because Senator Hansen
had questioned the cost estimates. However, he and
Senator Hartke have reached agreement on the bill and it
was to have come before the Senate for ‘one hour of debate
yesterday, August 9. It was not scheduled by Senator
Mansfield, and it is now expected to come before the Senate
just after the recess for the Republican Convention.

The Administration opposes the Senate version of this bill,
but will not object to the version passed by the House.






