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Digitized from Box 24 of the Loen and Leppert Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
SUBJECT -- SWIMMING POOL AT WHITE HOUSE

Meet with following Congressman at earliest convenience and brief them on the
building of the White House Swimming Pool

1 - Chairman Jack Brooks Government Operations
General Counsel - William M. Jones

X 2:00 p.m. - Tuesday, May 20, 1975 2449 Rayburn (Sharon Matts -AA
x 6565

2 - Cong. Frank Horton Ranking Minority Member
Minority Counsel - Phil Carlson '

Ruby Moy will call Monday after Cong. returns to town x 4916

X 11:30 a.m, - Tuesday, May 20, 1975 2229 Rayburn

3 - Chairman James A, Haley Interior and Insular Affairs
Staff Director - Charles Conklin

X Drop by anytime to see the Congressman - 1236 Longworth

4 - Cong. Joe Skubitz Ranking Minority Member
Counsel - Mike Marden

Garnette Jones will call Monday and let us know. He has busy schedule
when he returns sometime Monday afternoon,
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SUBJECT -- SWIMMING POOL AT WHITE HOUSE Yy 19757)

Meet with following Congressman at earliest convenience and brief them on the
building of the White House Swimming Pool

1 - Chairman Jack Brooks - : Government Operations
General Counsel -~ William M. Jones

X 2:00 p.m. - Tuesday, May 20, 1975 2449 Rayburn (Sharon Matts -AA
: x 6565

PARS Cong. Frank Horton o Ranking Minority Member
Minority Counsel - Phil Carlson '

Ruby Moy will call Monday after Cong. returns to town x 4916
X 11:30 a.m, - Tuesday, May 20, .1,975 2229 Rayburn
an $o 165

3 - Chairman James A, Haley -~ ' Interior and Insular Affairs
Staff Director ~ Charles Conkhn

X Drop by anytime to see the Congressman - 1236 Longworth

4 - Cong. Joe Skub1tz\ Ranking Minority Member
Counsel - Mike Marden d“"‘ et $-i§5-8

Garnette Jones w111 call Monday and let us know. He has busy schedule
when he returns sometime Monday afternqon. ’



May 14, 1975

SWIMMING PCOL

ANNOQUNCEMENT

Preliminary work has started on the coastruction of a White
—— s —

Hous» swimming pool. The pool, which will be aligbtly larger than the
———

one the Fords had attheir homa in Alexaadria, will be built on the

South Lawn in an area just south of the Wegst Wine. The contractor
~

R

will be National Construction Co,, Inc,, of Washingion, the samse

—

coatracfor that built the President's pool on Crewn View Drive. The

- Tcost is estimaled at $52,417 for conatruction, with an additional
— o —— S_—— - e ) vh

$9, 000 for landscaping.

The f\&ds will be raised through privats donations and the

President has laid down very strict guidelines fox these donationg=-

the moat impgrtant oi whigh is that no Faderal funds will ’oe__usgd in

azny forza.

Hiar= ars the guidelines for donatioas;

1, No Federal funds will be expended in connection with the project.
2, The maximum donatinn permitted is $1, 300 for any one person.

3. Donations of equipment or services will be limited to $1, 000 in

value {wholasala cost),
4, No donations for any corporation or union will be accepted.
5. Contributions in excess of those required to completa the = |

project will go to other National Park Foundation projects{'.'



Lo

A Committes has been establisned to superviae recaipt a

collaction of public donatioas. The Chairman is A. J. Senora of

.

Hayward, California, who i3 vice chairman of the U, 3. Clympic

Swimming Committee. The treasursr ia William J. Schuiling,
L

Chairman of Financial Gener S‘aare%eldﬁr’é, Inc, of Washington, D, C.

>



Q: Can you give soms2 axact costs aad specifications on the pool?
A: The pool will ba 22 fzaet wida by 54. 83 fzet loag. Hars

is a breakdown on specific cost:

Excavation $ 2,500.00
Pool {22 x 54. 83) ’ -24,250.00
' Deck *  8,000.00
Filter Vault 2,500, 00
Metal Doozr (Situation Room) : 1,800.00
Steps & Retaining Wall {To Situation Room) 3,000. 00
Elactric {Allowance) . 3,500.00
Water {Allowance) 1,625.00
Filter & Drain Plumbing (Allowance) 1,242, 00
Temporary Fanca (Allowance) 2,500.00
Heater (54 XW) . 1,500. 00
- $52,417.00
QQ: ~ What about thalandscaping?
A: It will cost not more than 39, 000. It will be done under a

separate contract. The landscapirg plan has taken into
consideration security requirements imposed by the
Secret Service, ‘

-

Q: When will actual construction start?

A:  Soms squipment i3 baing moved ia today. I think they will
be putting up some constructioa fences shortly, . The o
contract calls for work to begin on or about May 15 and Dﬁw '
concluded by July l1--so that is a minimum of 30 days and -
a maximum of 45 days.

D

South Lawn? ‘ T -

A: As you know, this project has besn under consideration -
almost from the day the President came into office. It
waas thoroughly considered and widely discussad last fail,

Way didn't we know about it until the bulldozers showed up on the -
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ne projact was laid aside for awhile, but mosi of the

reliminary work oa plans and soecificatioas, the lsual

vork with the Natiopal Park Fouadation and plans

or the collection of {unds had bean combleted during

he initial period of considaration., Whea it was dacided

to go ahead with the projact about a weak ago, it reguired
very little tima to get work started. Wa are annouaciag

it today--which i3 as zarly as we could g=t all of the details

i

oy

el

er b

together to givs to you,

Q: Was there bidding on this project? -

A There i3 no requirement that the bidding processes
be utilized in a project of this type, There are no
Federal funds. There is.no Federal agency iavolved in the
conitruction. The National Honstruction Co,., Inc.
(Gordon Rudd, President) is a reputabls firm which haa
done business for a number of years in the Washington area,
And, as 1 say, this is the sarpe builder that built the
President’s pool,

pa

Q: What about cost overruna?
Ay T‘zemntract specifies the total cost of tha pool and lays
pug $iat each item will cost, Should the Whits Housa ask

for changes and issuz a change order, the cost of the
pool would go up accoxrdiagly, Howaver, I do not
anticipate apy reqnests for changes during this coa-
struction pariod,



FUND RAISING PROCEIDURES

Q: What 13 the National Park Foundation?

Ac As I have said, it is a charitable, non-profit corporation
established by publie law 90-209 to accept and admiaister
gifts in connection with the activitias and services of the
National Park Service.| As I understand it, the Foundation's
activitiss in the most recent past have been limited mainly
to acquiring land and holding it until it can be purchased
and used as park land by the National Park Servics.

Q: Why did they decide to take on this projact? - .

[

A: They did it by resolution of their board. As you know, thg .
White House grounds are administered by the National .
Park Service and I presume the National Park Foundation~ =
" thought thxs would be a worthy pro;act '

Q: Are contributions tax exempt?

Az There i3 a letter dated December 31, 1970, from thes , -
Internal Revsnue Service to the Foundation which saysy
that contributions are, to the extant allowed by law. l
can be used as tax deductions for individuals, (The .\
lstier i3 threwe pages long and guits detailed. I would' S

' suggest an answer {rom the Foundations legal office 5 |
, ‘ could be a lot mors specifie,) : . L .
Q: What is the committes that you say ia set up to collect funds? ‘-g

Az It is called the White Houae Swimming Pool Committee. h
Whea this matter was first under discussion here, a group T
of pecple interestsd in the swimxming pool formed'a . - 2

~ Comimnittee to raise funds for thia project. The Committee

totaled about a dozen people and consisted mostly of people . -
who had some tias to amateur swimming teams--Olympic .. -
Swimming Comrmittee members,. Olympic coaches, the .
Swimming Hall of Fame, college swimming coaches, and -
some peopls from the Armateur Athletic Union. I don't -
have all of the names, since this was a non—White House
group~~but I will try to get them for you. SR




Whea the nroject was put asids at the Whits House, the’
Commiitee was not sspecially active in collectiag funds,
Howevar, tha intevest in the project remained. And,
when it was decided to pursue the swimming pool again,
the Commaittee was there and ready to go.

Who is A. J., Sshorn?

A

Mz, Sehorn i3 associated with the Carboline Marine
Corporation, which is a firm in Hayward, Califoraia.

It is a subsidiary of Carboline Corporation of St. Louise,
Mr. Sehorn is 57 and is widely known in Olympic circles

for his 30 years of work with the U, S, Olympic Committee.

He has served as Financial Chairman for the states of
Oregon and California. He has been National Olympic
Swimming Commitiee Chairman, A Deslegata to the

Olynpiic Games, manager af the U, 5. Olwmpic Swimming
team at the Tokoyo games in 19564, He has been active with
the Amateur Athletic Union as National Swirdiming Chairran
and AAU President for Oregon.

Carboline Corporation is a worldwide company

wpich manufacturers all types of marine and indusrrial
paints and some kinds of rough coatings andl floor coatinga.
Thev have oificas in Australia, Japan, and Hawail and
manufacturing planta all over the U, 5. includiag Ohio

and Lovuisiana.

»

Who is Schuiling?

A

He is a Washlagton businassman, wno i3 originally from
Grand Rapids and waa a friend and classmate of the
President's at South High. I understand the Financial
General Sharesnoldars, Inc, firm is the holdiag comnany
for the First National Bank of Washington. ‘

How much money has been collected so far?

Az

.

Vary little, Some has beaen collscted by various committees
that wers formed last fall, Some came to the White Houase
in the mail. All that came to the Whita House amounts to
l2gs than $1,000, DNone of it has bean oificially accepted
and tarned over to the National Park Foundation.
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_ oy 7 (FYI: Stiles says cash and pledges so far amount to oy
. Eg " about one-third of the total cost, - The White House
2 . Swimming Pool Committee~~the Olympic group-~has 3
. -“‘checks for about $5,000. - The Swimming Pool Relgae
.. .2 Institute bhas about $4 . The. White House has less. " = -

r




MISCEL LANEOUS :

Qs Who may usa the pool?

‘ The ¥ oundation's resolution uses. the words '"The
_ President, his ia.mx.y and guests. -

B

vr_e!: Servica haa pla.yed a rola ia t.his zfrom ‘ha s :
%tart*and.it is with their con;mrrence thaz work is starﬁng. g

S TN

ng Pooi
.Washington-based association of manufacturers
: of,pool,products, has been interested in the ea., ’I'hey 2
v R TR a efp”ressed an-interest in donating. some money, irom

: theirmembera and some" equipment. However, the detazls
,f have not been worked out;

t

P
'.
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JUSTIFICATION =~ =t PR A ‘ ‘
Qe Fow can you‘justify building a sw1mnnng pool with the economy
in the state that it 187 : | ,

Ar

This is, as you can see, not an elaborata awimming :
““facili"y , -1t'is not. much largez--nor any ‘more plushc-

T B

_ about: the,benefits o! swim:ndng ta thePresident's health.}

PN

;:'money.-fo"r the;' Prcsident’s%héals;h 3

'for years to come

, outsida_ tb.a White_Hbus eaﬂﬂdpurely' on a public: :

. Z

2o




May 16, 1975

SWIMMING POOL

Q: The NEW YORK TIMES says the President's swimming pool 3
will be built with tax free funds channeled through the '
National Park Foundation., Is that true, and, if so, why?

Az Yes, it is true. As you know, the White House and
the White House grounds are actually under control of the
National Park Service. The Park Service has been clasely
involved in all discussions and the planning of the White
House pool since the idea was conceived last summer,
The National Park Foundation, logically, was the prope"f
organization to receive donations for the pool. :

Q: Why dida't you tell us earlier? Why all the secrecy about this
whole thing? B

A There was no secret. The acreement&wgl‘sg e Natioﬁ;al
Park Foundation was just completed last night--at 6. p.m.
to be exact. I believe the idea of working with the Foundation
in this manner w=s as a possible way to handle contributions
was reported last fall when the pool proposition was fully
discussed in the press. However, there were certain details
that had to be worked out and we didn't want to makea an
announcement until the agreements were finaliz'éci';',‘; Also, -
the Foundation has a Board of Directors which they wanted
to notify prior to any press. attnouncement. So, we are
announcing it today—--wn1ch is as early as we conceivably
could. '

Q: Why didn't you just have the contributions come to the Naumrxal
Park Service?

A: "We could have, The Park Service donations, as I ﬁqderstand )
it, would have the same tax free status. However, the
Foundation seemed. the logical recipient since its purpose
basically is to acquire property for use by the Park Service.
It has been established to receive donations.

Also, by utilizing the National Park Foundation we can be
absolutely certain that no appropriated funds are used for
construction. (Statement attached,) '



-2 -
Q: What is the National Park Foundation?

A The National Park Foundation has agreed to assist in the
project by accepting public donations to the extent necessary
to complete construction of the pool. The National Park
Foundation is a charitable, non-profit corporation established
by law to accept and administer gifts in connection with
the activities and services of the National Park Service. By
a resolution of its Board of Trustees, the Foundation will
accept the donations for a swimming pool on the White House
‘grounds which will be used by the President, his family and
guests. The Foundation will make a full and public accounting
of the use of all funds received for the project.

i

i)
AsI understand it, the Foundation's activities in the most
recent past have been limited mainly to acquiring land
and holding it until it can be purchased and used as park
land by the National Park Service.:

Q: . Why did they decide to take on this .project? )

A: They did. it by resolution of their board. As you know, the
White House grounds are administered by the National
Park Service and I presume the National Park Foundation
thought this would be a worthy project.

Q- Are contributions tax exempt?

Az There is a letter dated Decemnber 31, 1970, from the
Internal Revenue Service to the Foundation which says
. that contrihutions are, to the extent allowed by law,
can be usad as tax deductions for individuals. (The
letter is three pages long and quite detailed. I would
- suggest an answer from the Foundation's legal office
could be a lot more specific.)

Q: The TIMES says this tax exempt business will cost the government
a quarter of the $61, 000 cost of the pool. Is that true?
. : aoX L -
A Coresmmt>e, 1 haveﬁé_ﬁ:{llaﬁed the figure to be certain the
TIMES is correct. However, it is probably true that if
donors paid taxes on this money, it would have meant some
additional tax money for the treasury. But I believe it is



uite common for contributions of this type to be
received by organizations which enjoy a tax exempt

status.
What about Jack Stiles? Is he still o.n the payroll?
A He is a consultant at the rate of. $125 per day.
How often does he woi'k and \vhat'h'does-ﬁe do? ,

A I have not checked his work record with the Personnel Office.
(FYI: He works every day..) H_é works on various assignments
given him by the President. Since I have not talked with
Jack lately, I don't kr%ow exactly what he is working on now.

Is this pool business what he is paid §VSV125 per déy to do?

A: Idon't really think so. He is an old friend of the
President's as you know. I know Jack is concerned-
about having a healthy President and he knows that
having @ swimming pool is one way to insure the President's
continued good health. I think Jack has been interested
in this pool business since the time when President Ford
was Vice President. But I wouldn't characterize this as
the reason Jack Stiles is on'the payroll.
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Hord’s Swimming

Pnol Tax Hree

was toid that Mo Ford

was worried ahout the pudiic’s

: : . . i
ifinancinz.” said Mr. Markert. and
[But becanse of architectural

SAN FRANCISCO. Mav 15— consideration.  Secret  Service reaction tg suzn spending, even
Pre-idont | Ford's | swimmine S20unty demands and  other from donated fucds, al 2 time
i on 1he  Wiita House Matters the essts ran to more whea he was urzing TN

Jerounds will be buile with tax-
contributions  channsiad
i he Natioaal

tepping the Federal Tre2sury

for more than a quarier ol
the cost, which is estimated

at $51,000, T2 bzcause pLapiz
givinz the money will not b2
taxed en it, as they might
be if tie funds were not passed
through the tax-exempt founda-
tion. A
I the President were to huild
his pool with Federal tax funds

ect would be subizct te Con-
gressional review, either in the

subsequent review of how un-
committed funds had bezn
spent, l

The monev would probably
come from the Nationa! Parks
Service budgsat, and the project
wolld need to be carried out
with competitive bids asked on
plans that had bean approved
by various lavels of the Federal
bureaucracy.

Building the pool with gifts

Parka,

will kave tie effect of

cirectly, thz plan and the proj-!'Thanks, but put it on the back:

thn 5159.900, ‘pregram to conibat

A. J. Schorn,” executive in: “No way could you sel
Havward, Calif.. of 2n anticor- Stiles said of the eshar
rosi\': paing comhany, said in plan for the posl 4
a2 teizphone interview that a- He said, “On2 night
sroup he had orgzanizad amonz were riding out to s
woaches and members of th» Tord in the hospital, I 2
Amzteur Athigiic Union apd'Can’t we bulld you 2
of the United States Olympic like the one in the back
Swimming committee started at your place in Alex:
iraising monoyv last fall, Howev- He said, ‘Fine’ and I igld
i¢r. the cffort was called off Park Service we're not g
iwhen Mr. Ford became alarmed 1o build an edifice. We eve:
at the cost of the project. italked zbout rot havingz 2 hoa-

“I got a nrice latter from ter, and maybe this iall we
‘ihe  President which  szid can get 2 solar heater for it.”
Mr. Sehorn, whose name was
;burner,” “Mr, Sehern said. His used by the White House press
'greup has a bank account with oifice Tuesday asthe principal

e

appropriation process or in a 2bout 3300 in it, he said, and coilector oi donations, said ves-

él_)e urderstands that a groip teeday that he was draw:a into
iin Michigan has about $2,006. the plaa last winter while 3t
The latter eroup probably 2 Washington meeting oi* the
the Friends of President Ford’s!A.A.U. swimming comitize
of Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. 2nd the United States Oiympic
Stiies s:id. That group, togeth- swimming committee. .
er with the swimming pool: « %
mznufacturers and Mr. pSe-' o .W_tz Tal.\e.d_lt o 2
horn's group, will raise thel 1 iavited about 13 or 15
monsy, the Presidential assis- People over to the Whitz House
tant <aid. !annex. aind we talked it ovar
The pool will be built, Mr.:and decided to raise the mo-

wou'ld save all this time and

Alarlenrt catd. by -tha Matinnal-Nes” he said. sarl
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May 14, 1975

SHIMMING POOL

ANMNMOUNCEMENT

Preliminaxy work has started on the coanstruction of a White

House swimming pool. The pool, which will be aslightly larger than ths
p a f» -

one the Fords had at their home in Alexandria, will be built on the

South Liawn in an area just south of the West Wing. The contractor

will be National Coastruction Co., Inc,, of Washington, the same

contractor that built the President’s pool on Crewn View Drive, Ths

“Teost iz estimated at $52‘,417 for construction, with an additional

$9, 000 for landscaping.

President has laid down very strict guidelines for these donationge~

The funds will be raised through private donations and the

the moat important of which i3 that no Fedaral funds will be nased in

-

any form.

Hars ars ths guidelines for donaticas:

No Federal funds will be expended in connection with the project.
The maximum donatian permitted is 51,000 for any one person.

Donations of equipment or services will be limited to $1,000 in

valus {wholasale coat),
No donations for any corporation or union will be accaptad.
Contributions in excess of those required to completa the

project will go to other National Park Foundation proj ecta,



ro

A Committes has beun established to 3uperviae raceaipt aand

collaction of public dorations. Tha Chairman is A. J. Szhora of
Haywaxd, California, who i3 vice chairman of the U, 3. Olymopic
4 : =

Swimming Committee., The treasursr is William J. Schuiling,
L

Chairman of Financial Genera Sharm, Inc, of Washington, D, C.

-



PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Qs Can you give somse exact costs and specifications on the oonol?
A: The pool will be 22 feet wide by 54. 83 fz2et loag. H=re

Yie

s a breakdown on specific cost:

Excavation _ $ 2,500.00
Pool {22 x 54. 83") ' 24,250.00
Deck " 8,000.00
Filter Vault 2,500.00
Metal Door {Situaiion Room) ‘ 1, 800.00
Steps & Retaining Wall (To Sitnation Room) 3,000. 00
Eleactric {Allowancs) 3,500.00
Water fAllowance) ! 1,625,00
Filter & Drain Plumbing (Allowance) 1,242,00
Tamporary ¥ence (Allowancs) 2.500.00
Heater {54 KW) . 1,500.00 .

 $52,417.00
Q: What about thelandscaping?

A: It will cosi not more than 39, 000, It will be done undear a
separate contract, The landscaping plaa has taken inis
considsratioa sacurity r=quirements imposed by the . '
Secret Sarvices

»>

Q- When will actual construction start?

A Soma =quipment ia baing moved ia today, I think they will
be putting up some construction fences shortly., The
contract calls for work to begin on or about May 15 and ba -
concluded by July l--so thatis a misimum of 30-days and -
a maximum of 45 days,

Q: Why dxdn‘t wa know about it uatil the oul‘dozers showed up on the
South Lawn? o :

Ac: As you know, this project has besn under consideration -
almost from the day the President came into oifice, It
was tHoroughly considered and widely discussed last fall,



Thae prdj 2ct was laid aside for awhile, but most of th=
nrelimioary work oa plans and specifications, the lz2ygal
work with the National Park Fouandation and ntans

for the collactioa of funds had basn complated du
the initial psriod of coasideration. Whea it was
to go ahead with the project about a wesk ago, it reauired
very little tima to get work startad, We are ansouaciag
it today-~which i3 as =sarly as we could g=t 21l of tha datails
togather to givs to you.

Q: Was there bidding on this project?

A There is uo requiremect that the bidding processes
be utilized i a project of this type., Thers are no
¥Federal funds. There i3 po Federal agancy involved in the
conmkruction. The National Sonstruction Co., Inc. S

s (Gordon Rudd, President) is a raputabls firm which has
' done business for a number of years in the Washington ar=a,
And, as I say, this is the same builder that built the
President'z pool.
Q: What about cost overruns?
A tract specifies the total cost of the pool and lays

put wHat each item will cost. Should the White Houss ask
for changes and issue a change order, the cost of the
pool would go up accoxdingly. Howaver, I do aot
anticioata any r=quests fox changes during this con-
struction pariod. '



FiIND RAISING PROCEDURES

O What 18 the National Park Fouandation?

A: As I have said, it is a charitabls, non-profit corperation
egtablished by public law 90-209 to accept and admiister
2ifts in connectiona with the activitizs and serwvices oi the
National Park Service,| As I understand it, the Foundation's
activities in the most recent past have been limited mainly
to acquiring land and holding it until it can be purchased
and used as park land by the Nakional Park Service.

Why did they decids to take on this project? | : : - -
\\: . —_
A: They did it by resolution of their board. As you know, the
- White House grounds are administered by the National B
Park Service and I presume the National Park Foundation=~ -
" thought this would be a worthy project. '

Are contributions tax exsmpt?

¥ Thers i3 a letter dated December 31, 1970, from the . -
Internal Revsoue Servics to the Foundation which says
that contributions ars, to the extant allowed by law. 1
can be usad as tax deductions for individuals, (The . \
lottar ia thres pages loaz and guits datailed. I woald ™

- o suggast an answer {rom the Foundation's legal oifice @ -
; could be a lot mors specifie,)

Q: = What is the committes that you say i3 32t up to collect funds?

A

Al It i3 called the White House Swimming Pool Commitiese,
Whea this matte» was first unde» discussion hare, a group
of paople interesisd in the swimming pool formed a
Committee to raiss funda for thias projact. The Committes
“totalad about a dozen peonle and consisted mostly of peovle
_ who had aoms ties to amateur swimming teams~-Olympic
. - Swimmliny Committes members;. Olympic coaches, the
Swimming Hall of Fame, collage swimming coaches, and -
soma peonls from the Amateur Athletic Union. I don't
havs all of the names, since this was a non-White d'mser
gronp--out I will try to get them for you.
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When the nroject was put aside at tha White House, the
Committee was not zspecially active 1n collectis Eur:d;-i,
How=ver, tha intersst in the projact remained. And,
wnoen it was decided to pursue the swimrning pool agala,
the Committee was there and ready to go. '

Who is A. J. Sshora?

Al

Mzr. Seborn is associated with thes Cazrboline Marine

Corporation, which is a firm in Hayward, Califoraia,

It is a subsidiary of Carboline Corporation of 3t. Louise..
r. Sehorn is 57 and is widely known in Olympic circlss

for his 30 years of work with the U, S. Olympic Comunittes, -

He has served as Flnancial Chairman for the states of
Oregon and California. He has been National Olympic
Swimming Committee Chalrman., A Delegate to the
Olzrpipic Games, manager af the U, S, Olympic Swimming
team at the Tokoyo games in 1964, He has been active with

the Amateur Athletic Union as National Swiniiming Chalrman.j.'

and AAU Prasident for Oregon.

Carboline Corporation is a worldwide company
which manufaciurers all types of marine and industrial

paints and some kinds of rough coatings anfi floor coatinga.

They have oifices in Australia, Japan, acd Hawail and
manufacturing plants all ovar the U, S. -ncludlag Ohio
and Liouisiana.

Who is Schuiling?

A

Ha i3 a Washington busiasssman, who is ;)ri-giﬁéfny irom
Grand Rapids and was a friend and classmate of the

President’s at South High. I understand the Financial
General Sharsholdars, Inc, firm is the holding comoany
for the First National Bank of Washington.

How much money has been collected so far?

A

Very little. Some has been collected by various committees

that ware formed last fall, Some came to the White House.
in the mail, All that came to the Whita House armounts to
lass than $1, 000, None of it has besn ouzclallj acceo&ed
and turned ove=r to the National Park Foundation,




; . (FYI: Stiles says cash and pledges so far 'amount‘l:'bf s
: _ ahout ona=third of the total cost, The White House "
; ' Swifnming Pool Committee~~the Olympic group--has
- checks for about $5,000. The Swimming Pool e 5
$4, 000, The White Houséfhés less -

") Institute has about
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MISCELLANEQUS .
Q: thm:_qf use the ppol?
A 2 The Fc;undation's resolution uses. the words '"The

__President his fa.mxly and guests. oy

Nott being a ) builder. I>cannot answer that. (FYI' No
What!s’ there is 1ust abouh a.ll there wil}. evar be. ) -

The Sacrat Service has played a rola in ..L'ds ff:eom tha

tart’ and it is With thezr'cou;urrence that work is starting. ’




JUSTITICATION - ii - = '.; | LA

8 gl 'How can you‘justify building a swimming pool with the econom,r

in the state that it is?

S et = E =

- A: -" This is, as you can see, not an elaborate swxmming i el
(" facility,” - It'is not much larger--nor any more plush-= = " -
then the pools owned by many families in the Washinc'ton e TR
area and in many areas all over tha coun!:ry

€
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; ; He obviously
Lukashhas spoken very explicitly

R T

;,benef_its ol swimming to tha President's health.,




May 16, 1975

SWIMMING POOL

Q: The NEW YORK TIMES says the President's swimming pool
will be built with tax free funds channeled through the
National Park Foundation. Is that true, and, if so, why?

A Yes, it is true. As you know, the White House and
the White House grounds are actually under control of the
National Park Service. The Park Service has been closely
involved in all discussions and the planning of the White
House pool since the idea was conceived last summer,
The National Park Foundation, logically, was the proper
organization to receive donations for the pool.

Q: Why didn't you tell us earlier? Why all the secrecy about this
whole thing?

A There was no secret. The agreemen!i wign‘st_he National
Park Foundation was just completed last night--at 6 p.m.
to be exact. Ibelieve the idea of working with the Foundation
in this manner w=s as a possible way to handle contributions
was reported last fall when the pool proposition was fully
discussed in the press. However, there were certain details
that had to be worked out and we didn't want to make an
announcement until the agreements were finalized., Also,
the Foundation has a Board of Directors which they wanted
to notify prior to any press atnouncement. So, we are
announcing it today--which is. as early as we conceivably
could.

Q: Why didn't you just have the contributions come to the National
Park Service? '

A: "We could have, The Park Service donations, as I understand
it, would have the same tax free status. However, the
Foundation seemed the logical recipient since its purpose
basically is to acquire property for use by the Park Service.
It has been established to receive donations.

Also, by utilizing the National Park Foundation we can be
b4 7 o

absolutely certain that no appropriated funds are used for

construction. (Statement attached,)
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Q- What is the National Park Foundation?

Az

The National Park Foundation has agreed to assist in the
project by accepting public donations to the extent necessary
to complete construction of the pool., The National Park
Foundation is a charitable, non-profit corporation established
by law to accept and administer gifts in connection with

the activities and services of the National Park Service. By
a resolution of its Board of Trustees, the Foundation will
accept the donations for a swimming pool on the White House

_grounds which will be used by the President, his family and

guests, The Foundation will make a full and public accounting
of the use of all funds received for the project. :

\
As T understand it, the Foundation's activities in the most
recent past have been limited mainly to acquiring land
and holding it until it can be purchased and used as park
land by the National Park Service,

Q: . Why did they decide to take on this project?

A

Théy did it by resolution of their board. As you know, the
White House grounds are administered by the National
Park Service and I presume the National Park Foundation
thought this would be a worthy project.

Q:  Are contributions tax exempt?

A

There is a letter dated Decermnber 31, 1970, from the

Internal Revenue Service to the Foundation which says
that contributions are, to the extent allowed by law,
can be used as tax deductions for individuals. (The
letter is three pages long and quite detailed. I would
suggest an answer from the Foundation's legal office
could be a lot more specific. )

Q: The TIMES says this tax exempt business will cost the government
a quarter of the $61, 000. cost of the pool. Is that true?

A:

00‘\’ o
Q&rwsgxtese, 1 haveﬁm{llated the figure to be certain the
TIMES is correct. However, it is probably true that if
donors paid taxes on this money, it would have meant some
additional tax money for the treasury. But I believe itis

£

S b'k
x




quite common for contributions of this type to be
received by organizations which enjoy a tax exempt
status.

What about Jack Stiles? Is he still on the payroll?
A He is a consultant at the rate of $125 per day.
How often does he work and what does he do? |

A: I have not checked his work record with the Personnel Office.
(FYI: He works every day.) He works on various assignments
given him by the President. Since I have not talked with
Jack lately, I don't know exactly what he is working on now.

Is this pool business what he is paid $125 per day to do?

A Idon't really think so. He is an old friend of the
President's as you know. I know Jack is concerned
about having a healthy President and he knows that
having a swimming pool is one way to insure the President's
continued good health. I think Jack has been interested
in this pool business since the time when President Ford
was Vice President. But I wouldn't characterize this as
the reason Jack Stiles is on the payroll.
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! | By WALLACE TURNER (finaneinz,” said Mr. Markert. and was told that M Ford
= Sarnial 0% Xew Yook Timas |But 'h:.-ca"ﬁc of architectural .was worricd about the public’s
i | SAN FRANCISCO, May 15— consideration.  Secret  Service reaction to sucn spending, even
t e Ford's  swimmines 58¢ demands and other from donated fu %

P olnoal on the  Wiite  House [M8tters the costs ran to more whea he was ure

1 |erounds will be built with tax- Hhan 33160.900. ‘program to covha

i conteibutions  channslel  A. T Sehorn, execative in! “iNo way could yuu ssli

’ i the National Parks Havward, Calif., of an anticor- Mir. Stiles said of the zarier
s tion, TOSIVE paint combany, said in plun for ihe posl. '

! will kave the effect of @ teicphone interview that a He said, “On2 night zs.we

: the Federal Trezsury S7oup he had orzanized amorng were ridinz out to see Mis.
for morse than a quarter ar-cdaches and miembers of th2 Tord in the haspital, 1 zsked
the cost, which is estimated Amzteuwr Athisiic Union and‘Can’t we build you a2 poo
at $31,000, t2 bacause prople of the United States Olympic like the one in the back var
giving the money will not b2 sWimming committee started at your place in Al a
taxed en i, as they mightiraising money last fall, Howev- He said, ‘Fine’ and 1 igld.in
be if the funds were not passedier, the cffort was called off Park Service wz're not g i
through the tax-exempt founda-iwhen Mr. Ford becarse alarmed 1o build an edifice. Wa evar
tion. at the cost of the project. italked zphout not having a-kea-
If the Prosident were to kuild! “I got a nice leuter from ter, and mayvbe this 2l we
his pool with Federal tax fundsithe President which  said can get 2 solar keater for it.”
directly, the plan and the proj-!'Thanks, but put it on the backi Mr. Schorn, whose nama was
ect would be subiact te Con-,burmer,” “Mr, Sehorn said. His used by the White House press
gressional review, either in the:greup has a bank account with oifice Tuesday asthe principal
appropriation process or in a'2bout 3500 in it, he said, and collector of donziions, said ves-
subsequant review of how un-ihe urderstands that a group terday that he was drawa into
committed funds had beeniin Michigan has about $1,000. the plaa lasg winter while 3t
spent, i The latter group probably 2 Washingion meeting oi* the
The money would probably|the Friends of President Ford's'A.A.U. swimming commiiize
come from the Nationa! Parksjof Grand Rapids, Mich.,, Mr. and the United States Olympic
Scrvlige buc‘liget, egnd the p:‘oject Stiies said. That group, togeth- Swimming commitiee. :
wolild nead to be carried out'er with the swimmine pool: .
with competitive bids asked onmanufacturers and M. psg- ‘We Ta!ke.d e =
plans that had besn approvedihorn's group. will raise the! T invited zdout 13 or 15
by various lavels of the Federal 'money, the Presidential assis- PeOple over to the Whitz House
bureaucracy. tant <aid. . Jannex, and we talked it ovar
Building the pool with giits{ The poo! will be built, Mr.:and decided to raise (ke mo-

would save all this time and
trouble.

Staff Aide Interviewed

Three separate groups. Will
Isolicit the gifts and pass the

- imoney along to William Schuil-

Ying, & Washington banker who
‘was._ a hizh school classmate
of Prasident Ford's.

\r Qehuitine i treasurer of

Markert said, by the National:
Censtruction Company of Alex--
andria, Va., which built the.

1%
tlived there. That pool was 23

‘marily swam_ 20 laps each’

2
ool Mr Ford used when he s2id. with a pooi, a workout
e

ibv 40 feet, and Mr. Ford custo- €quipment.

ney,” he said. g i
The plan was for an exareise
facilitv for the Presiz2

room, sauna path and exsrcis

That was the plan

merning and night. ‘abandoned as tco costiyzNow,

Pool to Be Heated

:
¥

‘the problem is tg {inance e
less expensive peal. Mr. Sehom
The White Bonce nnal will amnhacivad th2t donors s2agid

Ny
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON,

May 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: WILLIAM CASSELMAN
THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF
- VERN LOEN
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. @?;
SUBJECT: White House Swimming Pool

Bill, in the course of briefing Rep, Frank Horton (R-NY) on the construction
and funding of the new White House swimining pool, Horton raised questions
concerning the amount of $52,417, 00 being spent for a ''typical backyard
pool’ and wanted to know why the existing White House pool which was covered
up for a press briefing room cannot be reactivated? ‘

Can vou supply me with the information necessary to brief Rep. Horton on the
reasons why the decision was not to reactivate the old White House pool versus
construction of the new outdoor pool?

.

\\“”’gif;;




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MaY 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

THRU: : VERN LOEN

FROM: - CHARLES LEPPERT, SR.%“
SUBJECT: White House Swimming Pool

An informational briefing on the construction of the White House swimming
pool was provided the Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members of the House
Committees on Government Operations and Interior and Insular Affairs along
with their principal committee assistants.

A brief summary of the Members comments are as foliows:
Chairman Jack Brooks - Had no objections to construction of the pool for the

President. He wanted the President to know that he was pleased that no
federal funds were being used for the construction of the pool.

Rep. Frank Horton - Expressed no objections to the construction of the pool or
the funding. He did raise questions regarding the amount of mgney to be spent
on a ''typical backyard pool." Horton felt that $52,417, 00 was not the typical
backyard swimming pool. Horton further questioned why the old White House
pool below the Press briefing room was not resurrected and requested to be
informed as to why the old pool was not being put back into use and what the
possibility is for doing so? Horton was informed that the information would be
made available to him, '

Chairman James Haley - Was informed by telephone and stated that there was
no need to come to his office for a briefing. He was pleased that a pool was
being built for the President and wanted the President to have it, Mr, Haley
was then read the general announcement on press release of May 14,

Rep. Joe Skubitz - Raised no objection to the construction of the pool in our
telephone conversation but did object to being informed after the fact that con-
struction had started.

The staff members, Bill Jones and Phil Carlson of‘Government Operations, and
Charles Conklin and Mike Marden of the Interior Committee were present for
the briefing ot the press releasé of May 14 was given to them personally or

e R

dropped off at their office. ‘ LY
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTORN

May 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF
THRU: VERN LOEN

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR.&?\‘
SUBJECT: | White House Swimming Pool

An informational briefing on the construction of the White House swimming
pool was provided the Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members of the House
Committees on Government Operations and Interior and Insular Affairs along
with their principal committee assistants.

A brief summary of the Members comments are as follows:
Chairman Jack Brooks - Had no objections to construction of the pool for the

President. He wanted the President to know that he was pleased that no
federal funds were being used for the construction of the pool.

Rep. Frank Horton - Expressed no objections to the construction of the pool or
the funding. He did raise questions regarding the amount of money to be spent
on a ''tynical backyard pool." Horton felt that $52,417. 00 was not the typical
backyard swimming pool. Horton further questioned why the old White House
pool below the Press briefing room was not resurrected and requested to be
informed as to why the old pool was not being put back into use and what the
possibility is for doing so? Horton was informed that the information would be
made available to him. '

Chairman James Haley -~ Was informed by telephone and stated that there was
no need to come to his office for a briefing., He was pleased that a pool was
being built for the President and wanted the President to have it. Mr., Haley
was then read the general announcement on press release of May 14,

Rep. Joe Skubitz - Raised no objection to the construction of the pool in our
telephone conversation but did object to being informed after the fact that con-
struction had started.

The staff members, Bill Jones and Phil Carlson of Government Operations, and
Charles Conklin and Mike Marden of the Interior Committee were present for
the briefing ot the press releasé of May 14 was given to them personally or
dropped off at their office,





