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I am calling to inform you, on a classified basis, of certain
developments with regard to the seizure of an American merchant
vessel by Cambodian naval vessels off the coast of Cambodia yesterday.
The United States has demanded the immediate release of the ship and
its crew. There has been no Cambodian response to this demand.

As a precautionary measure, the President has ordered the
U. S, military forces to take certain actions:

-~ to prevent the American seamen from being trans-
ferred from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cambodian
mainland, placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting our
ability to rescue them.

-- to prevent reinforcement from the Mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.
With these objectives in mi;;d, the President has directed that

U. S. aircraft should attempt to stop the movement of Cambodian boats
betwerrthe-island-and-the-ship-and between the ship or the island and

3nd 4o POLMOY MNoVTONENY oF TR SWO WsuS,
the Cambodian mainland, Our military commanders have been

directed to use the minimum force required to achieve these

-

objectives,

FYI. Youmay draw on, but not go beyond, the attached fact sheet in
answering questions on this subject.
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As a follow-up to our telephone call to you last night concerning the
seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide
you in advance and on a private basis the following information which will
be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after noon today.

Beginning at 8:30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning and
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began
efforts to block this movement. Three Cambodian patrol craft were
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat
succeeded in reaching Kompong Som, possibly with some U.S. captives
aboard. ]

The MAYAGUEZ is still anchored off Koh Tang Island. The first
U.S. Navy surface vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the
area this morning. In the meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargo ship,
the MS HIRADO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang
Island, which is also claimed by Cambodia. Radio contact has been lost
and the fate of this ship is unknown.

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at 10:30 p.m. EDT and

will meet again today. We will keep you informed.




-

May 13, 1975

Status of the U.S. Merchant Ship Seized by Cambodians

The S. S. Mayaguez, seized by Cambodian Communist forces, May 12,

- is now about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Koh

Tang Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe
that most or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The
ship is being kept under surveillance by U.S. reconnais_éance_ aircraft.

As a precautionary measure, several U.S. Navy combat vessels
have been ordered to proceed to the general area of Koh Tang Island.

The U.S. has requested that Phnom Penh authorities have the ship
releésed immediately. We have, so far, received no reply.

An NSC meeting was convened this morning.



MEMORANDUM FOR:-

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIMNMGTON

May 13, 1975

JOHN MARSH
MAX FRIEDERSDOREF
VERN LOEN

Congressional calls on Cambodian
seizure of the merchant ship MAYAGUEZ



MEMBER: Rep. John Rhodes (R-Ariz.)

DATE: 5/13/75

TIME: 5:50 p.m.

PLACE: Office of Rep. Bob Wilson; (I'{—Calif) (SOS Club)
CONTACT: Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Rhodes .
COMMENTS: Rhodes: "Are marines being sent in? "

Loen: "I have no such information."
Rhodes and Wilson: '"Thanks for the report."



MEMBER:

DATE:

TIME:

‘PLACE:

CONTACT:

COMMENTS:

Rep. William Broomfield (R-Mich.)
5/13/15

5:55 paoan.

Reached at his office by Vern Loen
Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Broomfield

"Good, good. I'm all for it. Thanks for
the report."



VIEM BIER: Rep. George Mahon (D-Texas)

DATE: 5/13/75

TIME: 6:05 p.m.

PLACE: Reached at his office

CONTACT: : Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Mahon
COMMENTS; "Good. I think he should do that. I

appreciate this report very much."



MEMBER:

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

CONTACT:

COMMENTS:

Rep. Thomas P, "Tip" O'Neill

Tuesday, May 13, 1975

6:14 p. m.,

Majority Leader's office, Washingtnn, D. C,
Charles Leppert spoke personally with the Member.

'"Where is the ship?

About 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som.
"Where's the crew?"

There is reason to believe that most or all of the
crew has been transferred to the nearby island.
"Do we have ships there?"

I believe there have been news reports on the
radio that we have ships steaming there."
"Those bastards, we can't let them get away with
this, They'll harass us forever,"



MﬁMBER:
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

CONTACT:

COMMENTS:

Rep. Bob Michel

Tuesday, May 13, 1975

5:59 p. m.

Congressional District Office, Washington, D.C.

Charles Leppert spoke with Member personally
"That's good. Do we know where the crew is?"

Yes, there is reason to believe that most or all

of the crew has been transferred to the nearby

island.

That's the least we can do. I'm for doing more.
We can't let these birds horse us around.

-



MEMBER: Rep. Thomas E, '"Doc'" Morgan

DATE: Tuesday, May 13, 1975

TIME: 6:08 p; m,

PLACE: At, Rep. Wayne Hay's party on Capitol Hill
CONTACT: Charles Leppert talked to the Member personally,
COMMENTS: "No. That's exactly what I think he should have

done, "



MEMBER: Rep. Mel Price

DATE: May 13, 1975

TIME: 5:50 p. m.

PLACE: Washington, D. C. in officé

CONTACT: Douglas P. Bennett personally spoke with Mr. Price

COMMENTS: Fine, thank you.



MEMBER:

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

CONTACT:

COMMENTS:

Rep. El Cederberg

May 13, 1975

5:55 p.m.

Washington, D. C. in office

Douglas P. Bennett spoke personally with Mr. Cederberg
Can't allow it to happen . . . we must do what it takes

to get the ship back. . . otherwise we may as well put
the Navy in mothballs. Thank you.



MEMBER: Rep. John McFall

DATE: May 13, 1975

TIME: 11:00 p. m,

PLACE: Washington, D. C, at home

CONTACT: Douglas P. Bennett spoke personally with Mr. McFall
COMMENTS: The President should keep going. He's doing the

right thing. Fine, thank you.



RON NESSEN BRIEFING
Tuesday, May 13, 1975

RELEASES: Galen L. Stone,. to be Ambassador to Lzaos. (replacing Whitehouse Wbo 1
going to Thailand as Ambassador) ’

POSTINGS: Charles S. Gubser as Chairman of U.S. Section of the Permanent .
Board cf Defense, U.S.-Canada g
3 people appointed commissioners of the U.S. Section of the Int:‘l North
Pacific Fisheries Commission (Thortenson, Grotting &
Rasmuson Ly
Duane K. Craske resignation as U.S. Attorney for district of Guam

Transmittal of Annual report on Nat'l Advisory Council on Adult educatic

SCHEDULE : As posted with the addition of

10:22 a.m. NSC meeting lasted until 11:30 (the President left at 11:18)

NY MEETING: The Carey-Beame meeting will last about 45 minutes. Press can catct
C-B out on the lawn and then we will try to make J. Lynn OMB available to take questi
The Mayor and Governor should be available around 2:45 or so., At this moment the
Administration policy is as Secy. Simon has stated (no more fed. funds) but the Presid
has agreed to hear their appeal and will make a final decision later this week.

ECON/ENERGY MTG.: John Carlson will be in the meeting and will give a fead-out la

BUDGET: As required by law, June 1lst it is legally required that the budget'be recalc
Then page 41 of the budget must be revised and updated, but it is not legally requlrcd
publish the famous page 41. o

MERCHANT SHIP: Cannot comment on movement of ships or troops. If there is any
decision to use military forces, the President will abide by the requirements of the
War Powers Act which states '... the President shall in every possible instance consu
with the Congress before introducing U.S. armed forces into hostilities or in a situatio
where imminent involvement in hostilities is already indicated by the circumstances...
It is reported that a Panamanian ship was detained in approximately the same waters
for about 36 hours, it was not moved, detained May 7-8 and then allowed to sail on. At
10 days ago a S. Korean freighter received fire from a Cambodian ship, but the SKorea
ship sailed on, was not detained, There are no reports of crew being injured. Itis -
stated that Cambodian military boarded the ship. Can give no further details on.the cre
A positive citing was made of the ship late in the evening Washington time (last nite) anc
confirmation of where it is now anchored early morning Washington time today, A warr
to ships has been issued by the intermational warning organization for those troubled
waters. There are two Cambodian gunboats with the seized freighter. The merchant

ship was doing NOTHING but carrying cargo. The President has not set a deadline for
progress in the release. No plans at this time for the President to address the Americe
people. J

LUNCH LID 2:45 p.m.



MAY 13, 1975

/.,it/ 7:00 2. m. EDT

/ Office of the White House Press Secretary

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The merchant sh1p MAYAQUEZ, at last report was anchored close to the
island of Koh Tang, 30 miles off the coast of Cambodia. During

the night, Wash1naton time, it was escorted by two Cambodian

naval vessels from the point where it was originally boarded (that

point was eight miles from the rock island of Poulo Wai) toward its present
location. The ship is being kept under observation by U.S. military
aircraft. The President was kept informed of developments during

the night.



FOR IMMEIDATE RELEASE MAY 12, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

We have been informed that a Cambodian naval vessel has seized
an American merchant ship on the high seas and forced it to the
port of Kompong Som. The President has met with the NSC. He
considers this seizure an act of piracy. He has instructed the
State Department to demand the immediate release of the ship.
Failure to do so would have the most serious consequences.
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May 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: SENATE SIDE
2 HOUSE SIDE

FROM: NANCY KENNEDY

Attached is a copy of the letter delivered by hand around
2:00 a.m. to the Speaker/President Pro Tem, reporténg the
action taken in Cambodia. Copies were hand delivered by

our staff to the leadership, Chairmen and ranking Republicans
on the jurisdictional committees.

We are not doing a distribution to the rest of Congress, as
it will be in the Congressional Record tomorrow. However,
if you receive indiwidual requests, you can send up copies.

This has been cleared thru Buchen.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

Dear Mr. Sp=aker:

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mayaguez sustained minimal damage
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly
and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their
rescue would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed Edrces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement between the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while
still taking all possiibxe care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U. S. captives. During the evening of

13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat gmttempting to leave the



island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded
in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Our continued objective in this operation was the rescus
of the captured American crew along with the retaking of
the ship Mayaguez. For that purpose, I ordered late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island
of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such Americans as
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the process of disen-
gagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his
authority as Commander-in-Chief of the United States

Armed Forces.

Sincerely,

The Honorable 3’

The Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.[-203%k5



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A MESSAGE TO THE CAMBODIAN AUTHORITIES
FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

We have heard radio broadcast that you are prepared to release
the S. S. Mayaguez. We welcome this development, if true.

As you know, we have seized the ship. As soon as you issue a
statement that you are prepared to release the crew members
you hold unconditionally and immediately, we will promptly
cease military operations.

###



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 15, 1975

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
ON THE
SS MAYAGUEZ

THE BRIEFING ROOM

12:27 A.M. EDT

At my direction, the United States forces
tonight boarded the American merchant ship SS MAYAGUEZ
and landed at the Island of Koh Tang for the purpose
of rescuing the crew and the ship, which had been
illegally seized by Cambodian forces. They also conducted
supporting strikes against nearby military installations.

I have now received information that the vessel
has been recovered intact and the entire crew has been
rescued.. The forces that have successfully accomplished
this mission are still under hostile fire, but are
preparing to disengage.

I wish to express my deep appreciation and that
of the entire Nation to the units and the men who
participate in these operations for their valor and for
their sacrifice.

END (AT 12:29 A.M. EDT)



May 13, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secrectary

NOTICE TO TIIE PRESS

The following information was made availableat 3p,m.,today at the Pentagon:

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 13, 1975

The following Notice to Mariners (#fNR45) was issued by the Defense
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT, May 12:

""Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to remain more
than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia and more than 20 nautical
miles off the coast of Vietnam including off lying islands. Recent incidents
have been reported of firing on, stopping and detention of ships within
waters claimed by Cambodia, particularly in vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
This warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition of
Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation of the
right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or derogation of the
freedom of the high seas."



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the
SS MAYAGUEZ and its crew, the President has directed the follow-
ing military measures, starting this evening Washington time:

-- U.S. Marines to board the SS MAYAGUEZ.

-- U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to rescue
any crew members as may be on the Island.

-= Aircraft from the carrier '"Coral Sea" to undertake associated
military operations in the area in order to protect and support the
operations to regain the vessel and members of the crew.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 15, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A LETTER TO THE SPEAKER
AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM

May 15, 1975

Dear Mr, Speaker: (President Pro Tem)

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the S. S. Mayaguez, a merchant
vessel of United States registry en route from Hong Kong to Thailand
with a U. S. citizen crew, was fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized
by Cambodian naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. The seized
vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang Island where it was

required to anchor. This hostile act was in clear violation of international
law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as you have been
previously advised, United States military forces to conduct the necessary
reconnaissance and to be ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure
the return of the vessel and its personnel were not successful. Two
United States reconnaissance aircraft in the course of locating the
Mayaguez sustained minimal damage from small firearms. Appropriate
demands for the return of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both
publicly and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed on this matter
and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the War Powers Resolution, I wish to
report to you that at about 6:20 a.m., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions
to prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port, U. S.
aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the ship and gave visual
signals to small craft approaching the ship. Subsequently, in order to
stabilize the situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the American
crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their rescue would be more
difficult, I directed the United States Armed Forces to isolate the island
and interdict any movement between the ship or the island and the mainland,
and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while still taking all possible
care to prevent loss of life or injury to the U. S. captives. During the
evening of 13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat attempting to leave the island
disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk., Thereafter, two other
Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and four others were damaged and
immobilized. One boat, suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard,
succeeded in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around without
injury to the passengers failed.

(MORE)



-z-

Our continued objective in this operation was the rescue of the captured
American crew along with the retaking of the ship Mayaguez. For

that purpose, I ordered late this afternoon an assault by United States
Marines on the island of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such
Americans as might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer escort HOLT.

In addition to continued fighter and gunship coverage of the Koh Tang
area, these marine activities were supported by tactical aircraft from the
CORAL SEA, striking the military airfield at Ream and otler military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent reinforcement

or support from the mainland of the Cambodian forces detaining the
American vessel and crew,

At approximately 9:00 P, M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was re-
taken by United States forces, At approximately 11:30 F. M,, the
entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard the WILSON, U.S.
forces have begun the process of disengagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and cenducted pursuant to the President's
constitutional Executive power and his authority as Commander-in-
Chief of the United States Armed Forces,

Sincerely,

GERALD R. FORD



MEMORANDUM FOR:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 15, 1975
MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN KL
CHARLES LEPPERT, JR.

S.S. Mayaguez Incident - Report to Congress
War Powers Resolution

The report to the Congress on the S.S. Mayaguez incident were delivered on
May 15, 1975 to the following Members of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Member

Speaker Albert (VL)

11
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

" (CL)
O'Neill (CL)
McFall (CL)
Rhodes (CL)
Michel (CL.)
Mahon (DB)
Price (bB)

Morgan (CL)
Wilson(Bob) (DB)
Broomifield (CL)
Cederberg (DB)

Recipient Time : Place
left under door 2:04 a.m, Capitol Office
Mike Reed 2:20 a. m, Reed's home
Rep. O'Neill 11:09 a.m, Capitol office
Rita Herald 11:12 a. m, Capitol office
Lee Prouty 11:15 a. m, Capitol office
Ralph Vinovich 9:58 a. m, Office
Pers. secy 11:43 a.m. Office
Pers, secy 11:40 a. m, Office
Connie Yesh . 10:59 a. m, Office
Pers. secy 11:42 a. m, Office
Rep. Broomfield 10:55 a. m, Rayburn HOB

Pers, secy 11:44 a,. m, Office



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 15, 1975

Dzar Mr. S»nesakear:

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong XKong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Pouloc Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mayaguez sustained minimal damage
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly
and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) {(l) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to.
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their
~rescue would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed Forces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement between the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movemant of the ship itself, while
still taking all=0u:s:nTe care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U.'S. captives. Durlng the evening of

13 May, a Cambodian patrol boau +tempt1ng to leave the



island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspacted of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded
in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Qur continued okjective 1n this operation was the rescus
of the captured American crew along with the retaking of
the ship Mayaguez. For that purpose, I ordered late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on. the island
of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such Americans as
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the process of disen-
gagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his

authority as Commander-in-Chief of the Unlued States
Armed Forces.

Sincerely,

p

The Honorable#

The Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C* “70315



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 15, 1975

Dear Mr. Soneaker:

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armesd Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mayaguez sustained minimal damage
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly
and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on. this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their
rescue would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed Fbrces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement between the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while
still taking all«p@ssrbTe care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U. S.. captives. During the evening of

13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat;attempting to leave the



island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspacted of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded
in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Our continued onjective in this ODDL¢L*oh Was the rascus
of the captured “1e~1can crew along with the retaking of
the ship Mayaguez. For that purpose, I ordered late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island
of Koh Tang to szarch out and rescue such Americans as
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the process of disen-
gagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his '
authority as Commander-— 1n—Ch1ef of the Unlued States

Armed Forces.

Sincerely,
% Z/g

The Honorable#

The Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. CJ = 20515

g
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN é”fz-»

CHARLES LEPPERT, JR.

S.S. Mayaguez Incident - Report to Congress
War Powers Resolution :

The report to the Congress on the S. S. Mayagu'ez incident were delivered on
May 15, 1975 to the following Members of the U.S. House of Representatives,

Member -

Speaker Albert (VL)

1"

Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

" (CL)
O'Neill (CL)
McFall . (CL)
Rhodes (CL)
Michel (CL)
Mahon (DB)
Price (DB)

Morgan (CL)
Wilson(Bob) (DB)
Broomfield (CL)
Cederberg (DB)

Recipient

left under door
Mike Reed
Rep. O'Neill
Rita Herald
Lee Prouty
Ralph Vinovich
Pers. secy
Pers. secy
Connie Yesh
Pers. secy
Rep. Broomfield
Pers. secy

Time

2:04 a.m.
2:20 a, m.
11:09 a.m.
11:12 a. m.
11:15 a. m.
9:58 a. m.
11:43 a.m.
11:40 a. m.
10:59 a,. m.
11:42 a. m.
10:55 a. m.
11:44 a. m.

Place

Capitol Office
Reed's home
Capitol office
Capitol office
Capitol office
Office

Office

Office

Office

Office
Rayburn HOB
Office



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

Dear Mr. S»nhaaker:

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mayaguez sustained minimal damage
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly
and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their
rescue would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed FEOrces to 1sola;e the island and interdict
any movement between the ship or the island and the main- -
land, and to prevert movement of the ship itself, while
still taking all ‘pessihle care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U. S§. captives. Duripg the evening of -
13 May, a Cambodian patrol bOapgutte?DLlug to leave the
SO



island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four othars were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded
in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Cuxr continted oblactlve in this operaticn was the rescue
of the captured 2American crew along with the retaking of
the ship Mayaguesz. For that purpose, I ordered late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island
of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such Americans as
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the process of disen--
gagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his

authority as Commander-in-Chief of the Unlued States
Armed Forces.

Sincerely,

The Honorable#

The Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C’"’h0§£5

,,,.-



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 15, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A LETTER TO THE SPEAKER
AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM

May 15, 1975

Dear Mr, Speaker: (President Pro Tem)

On 12 May 1975, I was advised that the S. S. Mayaguez, a merchant
vessel of United States registry en route from Hong Kong to Thailand
with a U. S. citizen crew, was fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized
by Cambodian naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. The seized
vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang Island where it was

required to anchor. This hostile act was in clear violation of international
law,

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as you have been
previously advised, United States military forces to conduct the necessary
reconnaissance and to be ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure
the return of the vessel and its personnel were not successful. Two
United States reconnaissance aircraft in the course of locating the
Mayaguez sustained minimal damage from small firearms. Appropriate
demands for the return of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both
publicly and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed on this matter
and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the War Powers Resolution, I wish to
report to you that at about 6:20 a.m., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions
to prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port, U. S.
aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the ship and gave visual
signals to small craft approaching the ship. Subsequently, in order to
stabilize the situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the American
crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their rescue would be more
difficult, I directed the United States Armed Forces to isolate the island
and interdict any movement between the ship or the island and the mainland,
and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while still taking all possible
care to prevent loss of life or injury to the U. S. captives. During the
evening of 13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat attempting to leave the island
disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. Thereafter, two other
Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and four others were damaged and
immobilized. One boat, suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard,
succeeded in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around without
injury to the passengers failed.

(MORE)
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Our continued objective in this operation was the rescue of the captured
American crew along with the retaking of the ship Mayaguez, For

that purpose, I ordered late this afternoon an assault by United States
Marines on the island of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such
Americans as might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer escort HOLT.
In addition to continued fighter and gunship coverage of the Koh Tang
area, these marine activities were supported by tactical aircraft from the
CORAL SEA, striking the military airfield at Ream and otler military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent reinforcement
or support from the mainland of the Cambodian forces detaining the
American vessel and crew,

At approximately 9:00 P, M, EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was re-
taken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30 F. M., the
entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard the WILSON, U.S.
forces have begun the process of disengagement and withdrawal.

This operation was ordered and cenducted pursuant to the President's
constitutional Executive power and his authority as Commander-in-
Chief of the United States Armed Forces,

Sincerely,

GERALD R, FORD



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 16, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

'FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF &, / ‘

SUBJECT: Congressional Response to Mayaguez Action

The Congressional response to your successful recovery of

the SS Mayaguez and its crew has been overwhelmingly favorable.
Bob Wolthuis has pulled together the comments in the Congressional
Record for May 15 and also the Congressional mail on the subject.
There are four attachments: ’

A. Summaries of Statements in the Congressional Record
in favor of your action.

B. Compilation from Congressional Record of Senate
and House statements.

C. Summaries of Congressional mail supporting your
position.

D. Summaries and Statements from Congressional Record
that are critical of your action.

As expected, most Congressional expressions have been very
laudatory. With a few exceptions it comes from Republicans

and Southern Democrats. Liberal Democrats have been generally
silent. The criticisms attached at Tab D all come from Democrats.

I suggest that you look carefully at the statements by Congressmen
Stratton, Sisk and Zablocki and Senators Brooke, Baker and

Muskie. All except Muskie make reference to the War Powers Act.
Senator Brooke raises the issue of the White House not adequately
consulting with the Congress. I find Congressman Zablocki's
statements to be very interesting and helpful.

To date we have had very little Congressional reaction to the
casulty reports. Once those are firm we may see some resistance
but we will monitor that and keep you informed.



BYRD, ROBERT - "I congratulate the President of the United States
on the firmness with which he acted." Expresses pride in the Marines
and the American people.

HELMS - Expresses great pride in the way the American people have
.met the challenge. It's time to lay aside partisanship and extend the
hand of gratitude and admiration to the President who faced the crisis
with courage and wisdom. "I, for one, am very proud of him today."

CURTIS - "The courageous and decisive action by President Ford will
do more for the cause of liberty around the world than all of the
diplomatic negotiations and conferences that have been held in the

. last few years and will be held in the next few years."

CRANSTON - Supports the firm and resolute action taken by President
Ford. It was appropriate.

TOWER - President acted expeditiously and with resolve. Had he
waited longer we may not have been able to rescue the crew of the
vessel. President's action will do much to resolve U.S. credibility
and confidence of our allies.

GARN - Dominoe theory is now established as fact and seizure of

the Mayaguez brought on by a military imbalance in S.E. Asia. Any
further reductions in U.S. military power must be mutually balanced.
President gave a clear and decisive signal to the world.

DOMENICI - Inserts in record copy of his telegram to the President
to take whatever steps are necessary to retrieve ship and crew.
Commends President for action taken.

BYRD, HARRY - May 14, 1975 - A red letter day in the official life
of President Gerald Ford. Commends President for saving crew.
Had he delayed men would be on Cambodia mainland and very
difficult to retrieve.




BROOMFIELD - President made "tough decisions cooly and decisively"
and Congress set aside partisanship. World saw an America which

commanded admiration and respect. White House adhered scrupulously
to War Powers Act. :

MICHEL - Commends some on other side of the isle who now applaud
President but who until yesterday were pretty timid suggesting
delay, more patience and more consultation.

SIKES - President has shown world America does have courage to
stand by our principles.  Communists understand tough language
"America can now hold its head high again.”

EDWARDS, JACK - "I am very proud of our country and our President
today." He tried diplomacy and when it failed a show of strength was
required and President Ford did not flinch. He should be commended
for his sound judgement.

YOUNG. C. W. BILL - After too long exercising diplomatic and mili-
tary restraint President Ford has drawn the line. He has restored
our national pride and confidence in the U.S.

FUQUA - President's decisive action will prevent repetition of such acts
in future. This is what American policy should be - firm, forceful
and fair.

DANIEL, DAN - President's action will "reestablish our country’s
credibility around the world. His performance was in the true
American tradition, and reflects credit upon the American people
and upon himself.

STRATTON - Congratulates President for firm, aggressive and
successful leadership. Most impressed that "President did consult
with the leaders of Congress every step of the way. In addition,
there were substantive briefings of other members of Congress."



BROCK - Appreciates courageous step of President in restoring
integrity of U.S. in the world. Woke up this morning with a prayer
of Thanksgiving for the President of the United States.

RANDOLPH - Inserts two statements issued May 13 and May 14.
First statement calls for aggressive diplomatic efforts to obtain
release of ship. Second statement says President Ford acted
properly and the military operation was necessary. President
exercised consitutional authority with effective results.

HANSEN - Country is solidly behind President. If U.S. were not
most powerful nation on earth President could not have succeeded.

STONE - Under illusion of detente with China, President asked China
for accord and intervention to free Mayaguez and crew. Our country
heard thunderous silence in response.

FONG - "Who can truthfully say it does not matter to us in America
whether all of Southeast Asia goes Communist."” Relieved at President's
prompt and vigorous action.

BROOKE - Presumes decision to use force came only after careful
evaluation of options available. He is convinced we must restore
any lost creditibility, but believes it can be better accomplished
through sophisticated diplomacy. Also, reflects expressions from
some of Congressional leadership that they were informed rather
than consulted. Believes better communications needed in the
Congress and between Executive and Congress. Has requested
information regarding Mayaguez incident from Secretary Kissinger.

BAKER -~ The President chose wisely and well and acted within the
scope of his constitutional and statutory authority within the frame-
work of the War Powers Resolution. The precedent established by
President's action will serve the nation well in the difficult times
ahead.

GLENN - It is important to remember, amid feeling of relief, those g

who died. The Marines performed a mission in the best "Semper
Fidelis" tradition.



GOLDWATER, BARRY, JR. - President avoided another Pueblo

affair and Marines, Air Force and Navy were superb. President's
action proves VietNam not indicative of loss of U.S. courage and
determination. President's action was balanced, timely and
appropriate.

MONTGOMERY - "t is great to be an American." Congratulations
to President Ford for necessary and successful military operations.

SISK - Commends President for acting "with deliberation, yet with
boldness and firmness..." As an author of War Powers Act deeply
pleased that "Mr. Ford complied fully with the act by keeping Congress
completely aware of all actions taken..."

GONZALEZ - Events of last few days are dramatic reminder of need
for U.S. to be prepared. These events prove we don't have time to
gear up and get ready at a leisure pace.

ALEXANDER - Enters telegram into record to President applauding
his efforts to protect rights of American vessels to safe transit on
high seas.

ZABLOCKI - Seizure was serious violation of international law.
President's action showed wisdom, prudence, caution and yet
firmness. Commends President. "President has properly filed
prompt report appropriately in compliance with section 4(a) (1).
While such a 4(a) (1) report would normally activate the section 5
and succeeding "congressional action" procedures of the resolution,
the fact that our troops are disengaged from the situation makes that
a moot point. However, if such congressional followup action were
in order, I, for one, would vote in favor of a resolution supporting
the President's action."

BAUMAN - Compared to vascillation surrounding Pueblo, President
Ford decisiveness to retreive Mayaguez is commendable.



FLYNT - Commends and supports the President who "acted with
courage and wisdom." President's actions show will and capability
of U.S. to resist blatant acts of aggression.

FINDLEY - President acted entirely within his constitutional
authority by using military force to protect U.S. lives abroad.
Rejoices in success of President in rescuing both ship and crew.
Suggests the entire incident be placed before International Court
of Justice in the Hague.

FASCELL - President and NSC should be congratulated for a job
well done. Some lessons should be reviewed; system of evaluating
dangers to our Marines; relations with Thailand; adequacy and
timeliness of Presidential - Congressional consultations.



Clifford Hansen

J. Glenn Beall

Jake Garn

Bob Dole

James Buckley

Wm Roth

Edmund Muskie

""Your courageous correct action to retrieve the
Mayaguez did more to restore confidence in the
Administration and to repair the tarnished image
of America world wide than any event since you
became President, This country is behind you
solidly, and the rest of the world must respect
the U.S. "

"You are to be congratulated for the carefully
considered but firm steps. . . Your decisive
action was not only clearly in the national interest
but also serves as a signal to the other countries
of the world that the U.S. will do its part to assure
that thoughtless criminal acts do not interfere with
the freedom of communication and commerce
between the people of the world. "

"I compliment you on the way you handled the entire
affair., . . I am proud of you, I congratulate you,
and I am encouraged by your action. "

"The American people are grateful to you for your
leadership and calm but deliberate firmness in the
successful effort to secure ship. . . helped to
erase doubts about America's resolve to act
firmly when firmness is required. "

"This is just to express my great admiration for the
manner in which you handled the Mayaguez situation. "

"I applaud the firm, timely action you took to recover
the Mayaguez and its crew. Your determination will
protect American shipping and seamen from similar
incidents. . . When I praised your action before an
audience of several hundred in Delaware yesterday,
they cheered loudly."

Commends the President for the effective manner

in which he handled the Mayaguez incident. "I would
also like to express my appreciation for your restraint
in seeking to recover the ship and her crew through
diplomatic channels before considering the use of
force."



Howard Baker

""Congratulations on a difficult job well done.

I think that your actions . . . were at the same
time cautious, but firm, and certainly effective.
I fully support your decisions and I think the
country will profit from the experience.



William _Wal sh

Bill Young

Manuel Lujan

Floyd Spence

George O'Brien

Alphonzo Bell

Kika de la Garza

Highly commends the President . '". . . demonstrates
the type of take charge leadership this country needs. "

‘Highly commends the President. "Your courageous

and bold action has given American morale a much-
needed shot in the arm. With one decisive stroke, .
you have restored the integrity and credibility of
the U.S. in the world community. "

"I believe your decisive action is a sign of true
leadership and was necessary. I applaud the
steps you took to protect the life, rights, and
property of American citizens. "

"Your actions . . . were a credit to the Office of
the President. Public reaction to your handling
of this crisis proves once again that the American .

people will rally behind positive action and decisive
leadership. "

"Congratulations on a job extremely well done.
. . your firm and calm resolve not to permit

any further sacrifice of American men and

materiel was in the best American tradition. "

"I commend you most highly for the courageous and
patriotic manner in which you resolved the incident. . .
believe that anything short of the decisive and
expeditious action taken would have had grave
consequences for the future foreign relations of

this nation, and you have my wholehearted support for
your meritorious handling of this critical test of
America's international policy. "

"Your actions on the incident have to be listed among
the major decisions of any President. Your friends
consider them as one of the greatest moments of
Jerry Ford -- we are proud. "



Robert Bauman

John Rousselot

Dan Daniel

Jack Kemp

G. Wm. Whitehurst

John Murtha

Joe L. Evins

Expresses appreciation for the courageous action.
"I know that all Americans can take pride in our
President's willingness to stand up for our national
honor, as well as protecting the rights of our

citizens. "

Commends the President for taking the '"correct
action. . . The response has been overwhelmingly
favorable. . . Your actions were necessary and
your prompt decisive leadership is appreciated.. . "

"The action you took will reestablish American
credibility around the world. Congratulations, and
best wishes, "

"You have made us proud of America and equally
proud of our President. "

"There is no doubt that you have restored an
enormous amount of self-confidence to our
people and respect for this Republic in the
family of nations. . . Those of us who know
you had absolute confidence in your ability
to resolve the problem, . . "

""Congratulations on yaur decisive handling of the
very delicate and difficult situation. . . My
compliments on an extremely well orchestrated
operation which demonstrates the superior perform-
ance of American forces under capable leadership. "

"As you know, success has 100 fathers while failure
is an orphan. Congratulations Harry Truman Ford. "



SENATE

NELSON - Does not question popularity of the President's decision.
Questions if decision was right and he believes answer is no. These
incidents are matters for negotiaton not force.

HATHAWAY - Shares with colleagues joy in knowing that Mayaguez
and crew have been freed. Enters two articles in the record which

he believes raise relevant questions. One is an editorial condemning
action as barbarous piracy, the other that the action strongly condemns
use of military force.

HOUSE

HOLTZMAN - "The President's resort to force in this case appears to
have been illegal and unconstitutional. At best the whole situation
reflects terrible intelligence. At worst it is a reflection of faulty
Presidential judgment and overreaction."



Vol. 121

WASHINGTON THURSDAY MAY 13 1975

H puse af Representatives

PRISIDENT'S ACT!ON SHCULD
BE PRAIEED

iy, FUQUA asted and was givan per-
mission Lo address the MHouse for'1 min-
ulemdborevisnandedohure-
marks,)

Mr. FUQUA, Mr. BSpeaker, the swilt
and decislve action of the President of
these Unitzd States in coaunection with
the pirating of the American ship Afaya-
guez will serve o preveni repetition of
such aggression and the serfous conse-
quences of such acu..

An Avaerlean migrebant ship has the
right to #all on tho high seas and this
Nation has o ol: Higttion Lo profect that
right,

This §s what American policy should
he--flym, ferceiul. snd fair, Ve were uotb
the gmpressors, we gought no tervritory,
we sousht only to regein possession of an
American gD ena the reiease of Ameri-
can sallors who bLave a vight to cxpect
protecuon from (heir JTellow Anerleans,

Had this aet bean allowed lo go wi-
challenged, there would heve been oth-
ers. Our eetlons in this inslance were
pathy firm and decizgive, Our ghis had
been selzed on the hldh seag, an silront
to internatlonal jaw and to sl men ey-
erywhea-e—altl;oz:gix carisin  yarnow-
minded eloments fnil to recornlz the
‘Iavger imm:ms..cm.

Leb us hope that the issue has been
Jeived.

If there be resurrences. leb us pursue
thiz same polioy. Lot us fevor use forcs
in anger, bul let us never fail o use
furee to presexva world peace.

Purhaps out of this tragedy the world
will have learned valusble lessons,

Those who have been called upon (o
moke the supreme eaeyifice should not
ba allowed to have muds that saerifce fn
vair Lot this bhe the foundation of gur
foreinn policy. We will walk to the undds
ol the BEprth in scarch of peace, but we
shail alzo use our defensive mighlto pro-
tect the rights of Amm‘icm to ssi! the
high seas.

THF PRESIDENT'S ACTION 1N SA-
YAGUEZ”" RETRIEVAL 18 TO 5=
COMMENDED
(Mr. DAN DARIET: asked and was

given permission o address the House

for 1 minute snd to revise and extend
his remarks)

My, DAN DANIEL, ¥r. Speaker, the
action by the Presicont ecariier today
Southeast Asia will revsiablich our coun-
tiy's credibility -azound the werld,

His performance was in the true Amer-
jcan tradition, and reflecls credit uwpon
the Ainevican peojde and upon himseif,

COMMENDATION . TG YRESIDENT
FORD FOR FIBM AND SUCCESS-
FUL LEADERBHIP IN “MAYAGUEZ"
INCIDENT

(Mr. STRATTON asked and was given
pérmission to sddress the Houss Jor 1
riinute end to revise und extend his
remarks.)

Mz, STRATTON. My. Epeaker, I wani
td jolo with my collengues this marning
in expressing my congratulations and
commendation to the Pretidemt of e
United States for the flrm, agsressive,
and suceessinl leadershipy wirich e has
taken in (he Mapaguss tneident, T think

-this is one of the fow high points that

we have had in our foreign ard militors
pollay m (nc past few months, asd Y am
delighted st the oultctine. I think s

acilen the President haz 1aken deowon-

.strn..w, first of all, timt in snite of 94.

g Mﬂ-. .1“.. a.. m.a..-..
— B menad . ‘ M'ﬁn t-".

mm whtn We b.we boy, end we &3 have
the wili to exsrcise gur militaryy pouerm
tha defensa of our own inlsrests whan the
ceoarion demands,

‘The thing that has hnpressad ma ot
n this {Soldent 15 that the Presiden did
eonsit with the leaders of Congrass st
every slep of the wazr, In nddition, &be.e
were substantis! briefings of other Meme
bers of Congress., Mr, Speaker, I belleva
we have Lere in this case a elear demons
stratjion of the kind ¢f conperaticn that
should exist between the Congress and
the White Hzouse on foreign poiicy. 1T #as
sneeeesiul Lale Lime, and I hone i dohe
tinues In the monthis end days ahend.
The huandling of e Maepugugs onsg
should demonstrate slearly to tha rest of
the world that Americans cannst be
pushed around, and taoat we can and will
respend promptly and famly to sl
ohullenges.




- May 15, 1875
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THE “MAYAGUREZ" AYFAIR

{Mr, FLYNT asked and was given per-
mizion to address the House for 1
minute, to revise and extend his re-
msrks and include extraueous matter.)

Mr, FLYNT. Mr. Speaker, with the
confirmation that the United States has
relaken the Magdguez and successfully
resened ils cvewmembers, I want to
commend the President and express my
support for his prompt and foreeful re-
sponge to an intolerable act of pirncy.

I supported the President in his efforts
to seccure release of the Mayagues
through diplomatic efforts, but whsn
these diplomatic efforts proved fruitiess,
he acted with courage and wisdom In his
decision for decizsive military action.

As o roesult of the President's decisive
actlon, tuie lives of the captured crew-
men have heen saved, snd the United
States bay exhibited in the strongest pos-
sible terms that we are & nallon that has
both the will and the capalslily to re-
sist blalant aots of aggresslon promptly
and effectively, I am confident that had

the Presldent not responded with
© promptiness and force as he did, the
United States would have become in-
volved in a sevies of similar humiliating
incldents, and I commend hlm and our
American Torees for thelr gervice to our
country,
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BS “MAYAGUEZ": PROUD NEW
CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY

- (Mr. BROOMFIELD asked and was
glyau permission to addiess the House
for 1 minute and o revise aud extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROOMPFIELD. Mr. Speaker, a
difficult end dangerous moment has been
tumed into a proud new chapter in our
history.

From the Presldent, who made the
tough decislons coolly and decisively, to
the Congress, which sot aside partisane
ship to provide unified support, to our
combat forees who carvied out o danger-
ous and difioult operation wilh courage
and precision, the world saw an Ameri-
ca which commanded its admiration snd
respect.

By our strong but measured response,
we showed our allles and enemies alfice
that we can stiil unite as s nallon and
respond to 2 clear and arrogent threat

to our Interests in a bold but responsible

manner,

In one convinecing action, the Presi-
dent has reaffrmed our willingness (o
fight for our commitments end reen-
forced the freedom of Internationsl sea
lantes for all nations of the world.

Through all of the incredible pressures
of the crisis, the White Tiouse adhsred
seruptilonsly to the requirements of the
War Powers Act in keeping the Congresa
apnrised of dovsinpments invalvinge the
eommitment of the UB, troops to comis
bat. T was very plessed with the clove

 and coreinl consultation the IWhite

House offered the Congreas.

-
.

S8 “MAYAGUEZ'": A BUCCEESFUL
OPERATION

(My. MICHEL asked and was glven
permission to address the HMouse fon 1
minste and to revise and extend his
yoemarks,)

Mr. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker, I just want
fo commend those gentlemen from the
other side, particulnrly the reoscnable
volees in this House who have risen o
appland the President for the strong
nction hie hos takan within the last sev-
eral dayvs, Up until late yesterdny there

< wore some pretly Umid volees being aired

publicly around the couniry, particuiarly
from the other body, suggesting delay,
more patisnce, more consultation. X we
hed gone that cowrse everything would
have been lost, So 1 commend those who
have stood firm here in suppert of the

* President today.

I would also further suggegi that in
view of our not being as weltoins as we
ence were in some of these cutntrics
around the globe, we do well to raaintain
our superiority in afr and ses power.
The oceans ave broad and expansive and
as pood as our carriers are we certoinly
enpnot afford any hirther cutbacks and
maintain our secuvily, More than ever
we need this fexibiliby,

In consideration of the Armed Yorees
procurement bi)l later onu today, I think
we would do well to keep this In mind.
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88 "MAYAGUEZ": E¥FECTIVE WAY
OF DEALING WITH IRRESPON-
SIBLE ACTION .

(Mr. SIKES asked and was given per-
mizsion to extend his remarks at th
point in ti:e Racorn,) .

Mr, SBIRES, Mr. Bpeaker, the Presl<
dent togk forthright action in putting
down an acl of plrucy committed by an
irresponsible government in seizing an
American ship and ita crew: It was ob-

- vious that the new Communist governs
ment in Cunbodia felt thet it could {ake
its tum in twisting Uncle Sam's tall
without repercussion., They expected to
keep the ship and extort o Ring's ran-
som for the crew. They even atlempled
a typieal Communist face-gaving ma-
neuver by ordering the ship and crew ont
of their waters after it had been recov-
ered by U8, iorces, Even thelr oy peps
ple know that you cannot believe what
Communisis say.

President Ford has shown the world
America does have the courage to stand
by our princlples. This thme we reniem-
bered there are cfiective wnys to deal
with frresponsible actions. The Commu-
nists understand thiz langusge. The
Ameriean people will applawd. Hopefully,
this is 2 sign of new policies and new
concarn for America’s world stature.

. America now can hold its head high
| again. :

THE “MAYAGUEZ" AFFAIR
_(Mr., EDWARDS: of Alabama asked
and was given pormission to address the

House for 1 minute, Lo revise ond extend

his rermorks and include extranecus mat-
ter.)

Mr. EDWARDS of Alshama. Mr.
Epeaker, I am very proud of our coun-=
try and our President today. Whea the
chips were down, we did not shirk our re«,
sponsibilily in a time ol crisls,

The President did & superh jolyof deal-
fng wilh a very tense glluatlon concern.
ing the Cambodlan selzure of the Maya-
guez, He tzled every diplomaiie avenue,
but when these svenucs turned out to
be deadend strects, he moved ceclsively

with a restrained use of cur military
forces to protect American Jives and
property. .

7t grieves e that Americen lives were
1ot in this pperation, hut de not tell me
ihat here mizht have bean a beller way.
Let us have no Mondoy morping quariers
backs on this one, The time cune when
a show of sirengtiy waa rerpiired and
Prosident Ford did upb filnch, Fe dis-
played on our behall & national resolve to
take swift and appropriate sclion, in

. Vistnam xens a Jow point for (he United

Btates, then the recapturing of the doy-
aouez snd (he saving of ull i's crew Ll
cortatnly the first step on the rood huck.

Homoone has seferted o the yranny
of the weak and the weakness of the
strong. 1te easy for ‘a small uvs:nrt‘nf a
gountiy to flex its tiny moscle and ai-
tempt to inflel domege and crabarrass-
ment on o pewerfol countyy Tie the
United States. It is not so casy for the
strong nation to respond n & firm but
measured wWay.

I think we met the test, We could have
asted like o helpless glonk, as we did in
the Pueblo nfinir, or we coitld have blown
Cambodin off the face of the eaxih. 1 be=
Heve President Ford's sirong, decizive,
and prompt regponse was appropriate for
the situntlon and he should be com=
mended for his sound judgment.

May 15, 1975

FORD BOOSTS AMERICAN MORALE

{Mr. YOUNG of Florida esked and
was given permission o addrss the
Houge for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks)

Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Mr. Speaker,
President Ford's bhold and couragenns
action in sending Marinss (o retrieve the
Muyoguez and her crew from the Com-
munist pirates has given Americun mo-
rale a mush-needed shot in the arm.

For too long. we have sulfered the in-
dignities parpetrated on our Nation by

plomatie and military restraint in the
face of repeated provocation, & reciraint

.which has weakened our global itanye

end our notional pride in being the
leader of the free world.

¥or too long, we have been forced lo
sit helplessly by ns our ships, our men,

_ onr properties have been selged by others,

Presideut Ford has ab last drawn the
liné, He has made it clear to the rest of
e world that we bave had enougl, npd
that we will no Jonger tolerate thiese ag-
sressions against our Nation,

By ecling swiitiv and decizively, he
has retrieved not only the Mapegwes,
but 2iso our nationul pride. e hos re-
slored confidence in the United Sinles
an the greatest Nalion in the worid, =
nation willing to stand up for itzell sl
ila ¢illzens. '

T applaud the President for his aclion,
and say that I am always proud to be
an American, bul woday Lor sume tenso,
that fecding i8 just a Hitle somathiog
extra,
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THE “"MAYAGUREZ" AFPAIR

My, QOLDWATER nasked and was
given permivdlon to nddress the House
for 1 minnle.)

Mr., GOLDWATER, Mr. Bpeaker, the
Conpress should be proud of the way in
whitich Presiden! Pord has handled the
Maoyaguez hijecking, His frm, messured
rosponst 10 an obviously Mlegal act that
threatened the freednm on the seus Was
most appropriats, The credibility of the
United States was sl steke In this affoir.
Dilatory action by the Unlted Stntes
cloarly could have led to another Puoblo-
tyoe dubnele,

I am capecially relleved that all 39
crewmen of the Mayagues were safely
racovered. The feith and confidence of
their families and loved ones have baen
rewarded, And, thelr sale recovery was
acoomplished in o mancer In which the
entire Nation con be pooud,

It is a snd commentary that the re-
povery of our crew ané vessel sefzed in
an acl of piracy cost the lives of two U.S,
maiines and resufted in several cssuni-
tles, The Marines have Jong been proud
« of their “firet In, Inst out™ tradition, They
again lived up to that tradition snd dem-
onstrated that in the defense of lberty
and freedom they are slways willing to
poy the necessary price, Further, the ne-
tions of the Novy and Alr Force made
the recovery of the ship snd erew pos-
sible and clearly minimized the risks and
ln:a of life theonghoul the entire oper-
aulen,

Presidont Ford's mctious have clearly
domonstrated that the recent events in
Vietnam are not indicative of o gencral
1oss 0f American cournge and detlermina-
tion. HMis decistvenses has reinforced the
internntional credibiiity of ihe United
States, Tt is to his credlt that the entlre
operation was balanced, Umely, and ap-
propeate. T commend him for his bhon-
dling of tie whole incident,

IT 18 GREAT 70 BE AN AMERICAN

My, MONTGOMERY asked and was
gived pormiseion Lo address the House for
1 minute and to revise and extend his
remeari.)

< Mr. MONYTGOMERY. Mr. Spenker; it
= preat Lo be an Ameriean.

My conmratulations to Prosident Ford
and the U S, military for shis necessury
successful military operation.

Lrt other nations around the world
fake notlse that Awerlea is stlll strong
and will stand up for what is vight.

1 olfer my condolences to the fumily
and loved ancs of those Ameticans wha
Jost thetr lives.

THE “MAYAGUEZ" AFPAIR

(Mr., SISK asked and was given per-
mission o address the House for 1 min-
ute, to vevise snd extond his remarks end
include exlraneous matier)

Mr. SISK. My, Speaker. ¥ wish to lend
my full guppors to President Ford in the
actions e autborised lo free the Ameri«
can merchant ship Mayaogues which was
seized by the new Cambodian regime.

My, Ford acted with deliberation, yet
with boldness and Brimness in frecing the
chip and proteoting its crewmambers, His
setions abould be clear evidence to all in
the world that this Nation is prepared
to protest its cltizens and its property.

Ab & time when many are questioning
the resolva of Ameriean forelgn polley
or fis willingness to stand up to s ag-
gressors, Mr. Ford did not hesitale o
place the full mititary welght of this Na«
tion behind & decision which was right
and proper. ;

Thero showld be no doubt in anyona's
mind that this Nation will hot be pushed
around, and that we are prepared to use
whatever force I8 necessary o protect
Amerienn lvesand p

TopeErty,

I commend the President, and I think
we nll owe Iim our thanks, y

As one of e authors of e War
Powers Act, I was deeply pleased to see
{het My, Ford complled fully with the
act by keoping Conpress compately awwrn
of all sciions takten to froe the Mavagues
and its crewmembers,

Yhe rresiuent sud g UB. Asmad
Forces acted boidly and in the hesl In-
teresta of this countyy, Wo should stand
behind them,

May 15, 1975

THE NEED 10 BE PREPARED

The EPTAETR pro tempore. Under &
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ) 1§ Tec-
oputeed for 5 minutes.

Ny, GONZALEZ. My, Speakor, during
the past couple of days we have had once
agadn o dramatle remiader of the need
to he prepared. It iz & leason we seem o
credibly prone to forpet—deapiic Pearl
Flurbor, despite the lightning emergency
of the Yom & ippur war, and deepite gsen
thie most recont emergency atb sen. in-
volving the ship Mayagiez, Tha! eident

- l‘:nixal. even over yob, as we debate this

What all these emarpaneies prove, nod
what we can never forget, §s thet we do
not heve the lme to gear up and pet
ready for sclion., Theve Is no tme fov
planning, for & Jelzurely preperation. Our
military ferces have to be ready, willing,
and able to sct i an emergency. What
fe more-—und even inore (mporiant, wo
have to be sble o meintain action. We
have (o have nol ooly steenyth o act, bul
strenpth to continue to ael, for a5 1eng o8
peed be, to protect ouwr peoplz and ot
{nterests, wherevor they ars chaligrigod

Yet, T ses in this bill & less than ade.
qunate response to that kind of need,
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ALEXANDER SZNDS TELEGRAM TO
PRESIDENT FORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Undey a

order of the Honze, the pentle=

“man from Arkunses (Mr. Arsxaxprr) {8
recoguized for § rainutes,

My, ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, yes-

terday I sent lhe following telezram fo
President Pord:

Tohe Hanorabie Gapato R Fozu, |

The Pregident of the Uniled Stales,

Tite White House, L

Washingion, D.C.

Prar Mz, Parsmest: I applaud yvour efforts
to protest tha rights of Amorican viisels o
sofe transit on tha Bigh seas. Our alliss and
wdrersaries sitke must be assured (hat the
Taited Stetes will defond the Uves and prop-
o137 of Ameticans,

Safety of world commerce is vitnl to the
U.S. us well as other Nslions eud nsta of
pledey must be met with approprinte foroe Lo
discourage a continued detorioration of global
Flabliity.

Sincerely,
- BILL ALEXARDOL, :
KMember of Congress. -
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PRESIDENT FORD'S COURAGEOUS
DECISION

Thie SPFARER pro tempore. Under a
previons order of the House, the gentlo-
man from Wisconsin (Ny, Zsstocrr) ia
recognized for § minutes,

Mr. ZABLOCKI. Mr. Speaker, the
selzure of the American merchant chip,
the Meyapuez, by a Cambodian naval
vessel earlier this week, wis a reprohen=
sible =nd sorious violatian of interna-
tlonal law. As s result of this provocn-
tion, the situaiion over the last few dayvs
has indocd been teuse, sensitive, and
serious. Wisdom and prudence was on
the side of acting with caution and yet
with fimaness.

I commend President Ford and our
Nation's leaders for making the coura-

- geous declsion to relrieve the seamen

and the frelghter, Moyapuez, albett a
caleulated risk wes involved, It §s with
pride and appreciation that I join in
prajse and congretulations to our troops
for the valor and cgurnge they liave
demonsteated in the operation. We are
especinlly pleased that the ship’s eotire
crew was resencd, including a fellow
Wisconsinite, Mr. Salvalore Puntillo. I
join with hizs family and friénds in the
Joy of his safe release.

At the same time, we sincerely regret
the loss of any U.S. Marines and those
infured o the opeation, and join in
sympathy to thelr Joved enes, The Amer-
ican people are greaily indebted to and
grateiul {or thelr sacrifice.

. AL 15 our smecere npope that s void
and suceesaful action will prove tobe a
lasting detesreat agninst future similar
acts of piracy and other potantial viola-

] tions of internatiouil low.

Regrotinble as were the eircumstances
necessitating this rezsoned use of foree,
one cleariy positive paps=ct of the situa-
tion is that the worth of ihe war powers
resolution has once agaln been demon-
strated. Among oiher considerations, the
President has properly filed a prompt
report appropriately In compliance with
seetlon 4(a) (1}, While sueh a 4(8) (1)

- report would normully activate the seo-

tion § and succeeding "congressional as~
tion"” procedures of the resolulion, the
faet thot our troops are disengagad from
the situation makes thst a moot point.
Tiowever, if such congressional followun
aclion wers m order, I, for one, would
vole in faver of & resclution supporiing
the President's action.

May 15, 1075

AMERICA CAN BE PROUD

(MMro BAUMAN asked and wes glven
permizzion to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recony.)

My, BAUNMAN, Mr. Speaker, the Pres!-
Qenl's handling of the seizure by Cum~
bodia of tlte Amarlesn merchant chip
Meyaopiter has been &1 marked contrast
to the way similay incldents hove becix
handied I the past, Alter giving diplo-
matic neastizlions & ressonabie oppor=
funity to work, we wend In vwith a well-
planned, well-exgeuted mililayy opara.
tion, and succesafully took brek thw ship
gnd its crew, This succcss have glven
many of us a renewedd pride in the United
States, a pride which i has romeflmes
been difficull to fesl In the recent pask
Believo mie, Mr, Spaaker, it foels gaod to
ba proud of your country, -

Compared to the vasillation walsh “ol-
lowed the eapture of the Przbio by Morth
Korea, e decleiveness with which Presi-
dent Ford sclad to retrieve the Mopzouez
15 commendoble, ITn a worid which huad
ample reason fto doubl the will of the
United States to protect 1l own Interasts,
ithie Prosident has demonstrated that we
will not tolerate piveer of onr shitps or
kidnapping of pur citizens. One shudders
‘Yo think what the copsequences might
have been hod the Predident nol aeted
ouickly. I am grateful thas he did so.

Perhaps this deeclsivencss will be &
turning point in Ameriean dealing with
other coimisies, Our deslve for détente
and dlsengasenont hing Ind seiny prople
to wonder whether we wele oo oWy way 1o
becoming patsies for the workl, Hopefidly
the resolve snd Geelsivensss displayed in
the Meyaguez toeldent will soon be re-
flected Jin the way we approach such
provlems s Cuba, ihe Penoma Canel,
Portupal, and relations wih other Com-
munist countries,

For the U.B. Marines who condueted
this successful operation I have nothing
but sdmiation and copgralulations.
Thelr courage under flre valideiss the
proud tradition of the Marines as some
of the finest fizhting mnen in the world
The U.8. Ravy is also to be congratulated
for its qutstandingly skilliul handling of
a gifffeult situation.

Thank you, Mr. President. All Anteri-.
eans can hold thelr heads just & Uitls
higher today. h
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WORLD COURT SHOULD SETTLE
LEGAL YSSUES

The SPEARFEE pro tempore. Under o
previous order of the House, tha grotie-
man from Dinots OMr, Finpiey) s rec-
ofnized for 5 minules ‘

Mr. FINDLEY, Mr. Speaker; I reinice .
in the sucoess of President Tord's scilon
which led to the resoun of bolly the ship
and crew off Cambodia. .

The action entafled great risk bub at
stake was a great princlple—irecdom of
the s=as. I the Uniled States, s one of
the Lwo world superpowers, had egirivo=
ented in dealing with thiz gt of pireey,
the saiety of all ships at sea would have
beon Jeop

In my opinion; the President acted
ertively within his constitntions! author- -
ily. He is called by history, tradition, end
the Constiintion o use military foree to
& renscnibie cxtent to protect U.S. llves
slroad. Considering what was gt stake in
terms of prineiple, the uge he mado of
military force was reasonghle.

The President could wisely taks a

conld give even grealer
principle of iresdom of the soos, and the
underiying concepl of the rule of law pob
force In Internaticnal affafs by nviting
Cambodia to join ths Unlled Stales in
placing any and afl legal lasues which
may arise b connection with the incl-

Combodia hss alresdy made ilega-
tlonz sgainst the Uniwed States of es-
plonage, provecative sction, vielaifon of

terrvitorinl yights, Mo deubt Commiunist
propaganda mil's will grind out other
charges, The werld will ke watzhing to
soe how we respond.

By Inviting Csmbodia to join in Jef-
ting the Coust setiie all such issues, our
Government would ¢fectively dissim its

The United States is the world's fore-
most exponent of the ruie of law,. Here
is en opportunity for the United Steles
to prove it mesns what it saps,

The vescue was an exércise in power,
rand, In my view, 3 prudent ong, The re-
terrad 10 the Court would ratse the jssue
to gn even higher plane and prospect.
Tt conld open 2 naw €ra in which dis-
pules bstween even the grestest and
smallest of powors are settled ultimately
by the application of legal principles
and conventions.

Por sl these reasons, I have trans-
witled his recommendalion to the ap-
proypriate officials in the Stale Dopari-
mens, ]

.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE,

WELL DONE

0, PASCELYL asked nnd wes glven
parmission to exteod his ramarks gt (ils
point in the Rrcons and to Include ex-
freneses mwalter.)

Mr. FASCELL, Mr. Spsuker, Prezident
Ford and the oificers and men who
planned, partleipated & and execuled
the sucesysiul operation torescus tie US,
vesye] Mapagnes and its crow are to be
congralalated on o jobt well dope, Tas
task and the declsluns il had to be
nmde were ecceriicnally difeult. The
guccess achioyed demonstrates cicasly
fie resolulion and ability of the United
States o respond reasprably wnd efoes
tively to dangersus and unanticlpated
events. : i

It Is reassucing to know that at the
decisionmaldneg level the legaily consti-
tuied mechianiam for orisla management,
the National Security Councll, met fro-
quently. From (oelr delfberntions it
would appear thot under severe presaye
only csr=fally considerad ectlon wes ap-
proved. 'This should help restore cone
Hdence o the Integyity ond effectiveneas
ef oor governmenial mechanism for
crists msregemani—confidonce which
g hiren severely eroded.

As from any evend there may b2 some
lessons which we should learn Irom this
Ingldent, Among i=stes which shonld be
pursiied more fully In my judgoient are:

The effectiveniss of our mechanism
for emnluating poisnlinl dangers to onr
merchont marine and the speed with
which aporopriste warnings s Laued
£nd protostion previded:

Mol ollgations of the United
Slates and Thailand in the-situnlion and
the impact of our gporntion on our long
tevm polley foterests in the area.

The adeguacy end timeliness for Pres-
identtinl-conaressional consultations he-
fore and Guring periods of crists,

1% is my Intention a= ¢halrmsn of the
Interngtional Peliticd and Militsry Afe
fairs Subcomnmitiee o pursite each of
thess matters. Piret, T intend to ask the
General Accounting Offlce to study the
adeguacy of our sy=tem for prolecting
our moriners and minimizing the danaer
of fulure incidents like the one involv-
ing the Mopopues, Sscond, the sulicome-
mittee wiil hold hesrings following the
Maomoarial Day recese on UB. polloy in
the For East avad explore among other
questions the iwme of the Implicstions
of our astions for Thallgnd, Thixd, it is

‘.

niy intention to work with boih the -

House leadership and ths Whilte Mouse
fa teach 8 clearer mutua! understand-
ing of wihmt s meant by cohsuliztions
before and daring forelgm policy cylacs)

wiio should be included in siich consulia- |

Hons aod what nechanisms, ¢ any,

. shouid be formslly conalititted (o facid-

{=te cooperation, trust, and nodersiznds
ing between the Presltient and the Con-
pgress which are vilal in a mument of
cisds,




THE RETRIEVAL OF THE MAYAGUEZ_‘

“Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
in respect of the military operation which
took place yesterday and last night in-
volving the retrieval of the U.S.-flag ves-
sel the Mayaguez, I congratulate the
President of the United States on the
firmness with which he acted. I express
my great pride in the Marines and in the
various services that participated in the
operation, and my gratitude that the
operation was successful.

I 8lso express my pride in the American
people for the unity of support which
tl;gs demonstrated in regard to this
[ e

IN PRAISE OF THE PRESIDENT
" AND THE ARMED FORCES

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, today is
one of those moments in history when all
Americans should lay aside political con-
siderations, and stand united in praise
of those gallant men of our armed serv-.
ices who have demonstrated to the world
that the United States has not discarded
its sense of honor. _ il NN

The full details of the reitieval i o
merchant ship, flying the U.8. flag, are
not yet available. But we do know that

. America, in the finest traditlons of a
nation born in courage, honor, and self-
respect, has met the challenge of an ar-
rogant and unlawful seizure of property
and U.S. citizens. The ship and its crew
are on the way home. -~

Early reports indicate that there may ~

have been casualties among the Ameri-
can Marines sent to retrieve the ship
and its crew. If that sad report is true,
then this Senator extends his deepest
sympathy to their families. But to all of
the gallant men involved in this episode,
I offer the heartfelt gratitude of what I
am confident is the vast majority of
Americans who yet realize the value of
national honor.

So, Mr. President, let me say again
_ that this is a day to lay aside partisan
politics, and extend a hand of gratitude
and admiration to the President of the
United States, who faced this crisis with
courage and wisdom. He will be remem-
bered in h y for his eonduct in this
difficult episode. I, for one, am very proud
of him today.

Senate
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(Legislative day of Monday, April 21, 1975)

THE NEED FOR A STRONG DEFENSE

Mr. CURTIS. Mr, President, I thank
my distinguished friend. I congratulate
_him upon his statement. I congratulate
"him on his forthright position for the
defense ofxthe country.

I believe in the light of our disaster in
Vietnam and other world factors that
we should put as first priority improving
and strengthening the defense of the
United States of America. I believe that
will save lives. I believe it will prevent
war,

If the Senator will yield further, I join
him in commending the President of the
United States for his action in refer-
ence to the piracy by Cambodia of seiz-
ing a ship and American citizens on the
high seas. The courageous and decisive
action by President Ford will do more
for the cause of liberty around the world

than all of the diplomatic negotiations

and conferences that have been held in

. the last few years and will be held in
the next few years. -

We have a responsibility not to be the

world’s bully but to be strong enough .

. so we are respected. The nations of the
wOild will respond to the Tnited Stotes
when they realize what our position is,
that it is sound and unwavering, and that
they can depend upon it.

. I do not suggest—in fact, I would op~
pose—any idea that the United States
should go to war to correct every wrong
around the worid. We cannot do it. But
we should never lend our influence to an
injustice, and we should be strong encugh
so that when we take a position the
freedom-loving people and the strong na-
tions around the world will line up with

No one likes to bet on a losing horse.
No one likes to buy stock in a company
that is headed for bankruptcy. If we
want ours, and if we want to preserve the
_peace of the world, we had better not be
totally devoted to destroying our defense
and adding to the welfare state, because
if we do we will not have any liberty to
enjoy. ;

The time has come for us to have &
defense system that will give free men
confidence everywhere. knowing that it
will never be used to start & war, but will
alwz=ys be used in the cause of peace.

Again I commend my distinguished col-
league, and I commend the President of
the United States

His

aw contrasts between

United States

world.

Mr. CRANSTON,

I join with'the Senator from Kebraska
(Mr. Corris) -in supporiing the firm and
resolute actiontaken yesterday by Presi-
dent Ford in saving the lives of American
citizens in the Cambodian incident and
in retrieving the American ship which
was seized on the high seas by the Cam
bodain Government. T

President Ford was faced with a very
difficult decision. I think the action he
took was appropriate, and one which is
in the best interests of the United States.
I commend the President.
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A RED-LETTER DAY IN THE OFFI-
CIAL LIFE OF PRESIDENT FORD

Mr. HARRY F, BYRD, JR MTr. Presi-
dent, in the judgment of the senior
Senator from Virginia, Wednesday,
May 14, 1975, was a red-letter day in
the official me of President Gerald Ford.

The Senator from Virginia earlier
commended President Ford for his firm
and resplute action in retrieving an
American ship which had been taken
over on the high seas. I commended him
for his action in saving the lives .of 40
American crewmen.

If the President had temporlzed, it
those crewmen had been taken to Cam-
bodia, it would have been very difficult
or impossible to have saved them if the
Cambodian Government was determined
that they would not be saved.

CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD —SENATE
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A REESTABLISHMENT OF
INTEGRITY ‘

Mr. BROCEK. Mr, President, I appreci-
ate the generosity of the Senator from
Idsho.

I would like to associate myself with
the remarks of the Senator from Wyo-
ming. I appreciate his cander and his
courage in speaking forth. I thoroughly
agree with what he has had to say. I must
say that I woke up this morning with a
prayer of thanksgiving for the President
of the United States. I believe he took
an enormously courageous step in re-

establishing the integrity of this Nation.

after it has been much bsattered in recent
weeks and years. I, for one, want to say
that I not only appreciate his courage
and his leadership, but I am deeply
grateful that that man was in that of-
fice at that particular time to act in
the interest of the American people.
We simply must learn the lesson of
history. We have a talent for forgetting
it. We made a horrible and unforgiv-
able mistake about 6 years ago when
another naval ship of the Uanited States'
was seized. We lacked the ability, the will

or whatever to respond. As a result, we
had a major breach of our national se-
curity that has damaged this country
extensively and will continue to do s0
in years to come.

This time we acted in a different
fashion. National security was not in-
volved in the direct sense of the ship. But
‘national security was very much involved
In the sense that this Nation is the only
thing that stands between mankind and
the return to the dark ages of slavery. It
is about time we knew that, because the

-rest-of the world understands it and un-
derstands it very clearly, both friend and
foe alike.

A sense of relief has swept not only
the people of the United States but the
people of the free world at the reasser-
tion of American will, integrity, and
principle. It is a remarkable and re-
freshing thing to behold. I believe the
President deserves our thanks and our
prayers for his continued efforts in this
regard. %

I know the families of 29 or 40 men
feel this way, but I think 220 million
Americans feel the same way. I appre-
ciate it.

I do believe there is one lesson to be
learned, and that is this: We have al-
lowed the lapse of our national security
forces to the point where we could very
quickly, in the next few years, come into
fundamental jeopardy. We might not
have saved those men. It was verv close
as to whether or not the Coral Sea and
the atltendant naval vessels could get
there In time to save not just the
because that was not cons
40 American live

vi ey
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‘We have allowed our Navy to become
much weakened. We are at the lowest
level of funding since 1951. I$ is about
time somebody stopped talking about
the increase in defense expenditures
when we have had an absolute reduction
in those expenditures for the last 5 con-.
secutive years in constant dollars. That
is a dangerous course to take. It is dan-
gerous not just in Southeast Asia, but it
is dangerous worldwide. If you want to
look at a tinderbox, lock to the Middle
East where the 6th Fleet may be the
only reason this country has not been
involved in & war in that particular
area. We were there when we had to be
there, and we had the forces to be sure
that other people were not there,

We do not have to look back before
1973 to remember the instance when the
Soviet Union threatened to move in and
the President decided as how they might
bave to climb over the 6th Fleet. They
decided that was too high a mountain
to climb.

- Maybe we need to understand in this
small instance just how essential the
capacity for response to the national se-
curity is in an uncertain world. I hope
and pray that the Congress will recon-
sider some of its actions to reduce not
just gur research and development,
which I was discussing with the Senator
‘from Ohio, but the hardware, the muscle,
of our ability to maintain the peace.
That is the fundamental question—not

how to engage in war but how to main-~ -

tain the peace. You do it through
strength, through integrity, through ac-
tion on principle rather than expediency.
That is what the President of the United
States demonstrated with great clarity
in the last 24 hours. I, for one, am hum-

bly and deeply grateful that we had a |
man of his integrity and capability in-

that office in these hours. For myself, I
“want to extend my gratitude-to.him.

May 15, 19
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PRESIDENT FORD ACTS IN “MAYA-
GUEZ” RECOVERY WITH EFFEC-.
TIVE RESULTS

*Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, on
Tuesday morning, May 13 I released the
following statement, as follows:

The seizure of the Mayaguez by the
Cambodians is an act of piracy, as correctly
described by President Ford. I support his
instruction to the State Department to de-
mand the immediate .release of the ship
which flles the flag of the United States.

Until ‘a1l the facts swrrounding the selzure
_are known, I do not advocate a particular
Tcourse of action. However, aggressive diplo-
~matic efforts to secure release of the vewel
-and her crew must be pursued.

~Mr, President, on this morning, 1 re-
leased a second statgment as follows:

Americans approve of the mc':esstul re-’
covery of the Mayaguez and its *ew. I be-
1leve President Pord acted properly-and thut
tho military operation was necessary.

Our President has exercised his oomtl-
.muonsl authority with effective results.

hm alsde 7, o ¥t _5
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THE RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE
IN AMERICA

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. President, millions
of Americans today are proud of the
courageous correct action President Ford
has taken to retrieve the Mayaguez. This
has done more to restore confidence in
Washington and to repair the tarnished
image of America worldwide than any
event of the past year.

This country is solidly behind the
President. The effect of that action has
been to reestablish in significant degree
world respect for the United States.

Mr. President, without the strong de-
fense establishment maintained by the
United States, it would have been im-
possible to even contemplase retrieving
the Mayaguez by force. If the United

~ States were not the most powerful nation

in the world, the President would not
have been able to make the decision he
did to take positive action,” as con-
fidently or as expeditiously as he did.
Obviously, no other nation stood ready
to come to the rescue of the Mayaguez.
The world knows that this is a powerful
nation that views power as an obligation
and not a privilege, and that has been
pointed out a number of times on this
floor today already. This is a Nation
that does not abuse the power it has. The

‘President could, because we have this

power, with great confidence, order the
action necessary to retrieve this Amer-
ican -vessel, without fear of interven-
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tion by those who have cheosen to ally
themselves with the new, reckless and
naive Government of Cambodia. The
Mayaguez incident is further stropg
evidence against ever allowing the United
States of America to become a second-
rate military power.

I would like to take his occasion to
compliment the distinguished Senator
from Ohio for calling attention, specif-
ically, to some of the illusions that I
think all too many Americans suffer in
these days Those illusions are believing,
without facts to back the beliefs, that all
is well, despite the fact that, in terms of
real dollars, we have been cutting back
on the military budgets of our country,

. in my opinion, for all too long.

- Congress—and only Congress—can in-
sure that America remains No. 1.

The President has the constitutional
responsibility as commander in chief to
see to the national security, We applaud
along with Americans all over this coun-
try today—President Ford for his ability
to act resolutely, courageously and quick-
ly. In the long run, this kind of affirma-
tive action will enhance world peace and
promote respect for the rights of others.

America, by virtue of this action in
Cambodia, serves notice on the rest of
the world that we have been misjudged
badly should our withdrawal from Indo-
china be thought indicative of a failure
to stand for principle throughout the
world.

The retaking of the Mayaguez and the
recovery of its entire crew is the kind of
deiiniuve aclioy, as il military Lisisss
has proved time and again, that saves

“lives, makes less likely the possibility of
war, and encourages respect for the
rights of others.

Mr. President, I have been somewhat

___disturbed and saddened by some reports

that came across in the media this morn-
ing of criticism of the President for not
having consulted sufficiently with the
leadership of the Congress. I have heard
in recent days and weeks that there are

. those in this body and in the other body,

and I think it includes people on both
sides of the aisle, who have position
Papers prepared that anticipate the
President's actions on significant issues
that he will have to face so as fo be
ready with an immediate response no
matter which side of an issue he comes
down on, criticizing him and trying to
undercut the leadership that he has
displayed.

I do not know whether that is true or
not. I could not state, as far &s my
personal knowledge is concerned, that it
is true. But I say, Mr. President, as I
read and follow what takes place. and
the eriticisms that are made from time
to time by people who first attack the
President from the right, and then fran
the left, it seems to me that tlere &
ther compelling evidence 1o in-
dieste that that is the case.

« 18 the sltualion, and I must
£ 4 e g ~

some ra

I believe, Mr. President, that putting
such a high priorily on personal political
considerations does not serve our Nalion
well. We could all serve America belter.
In the long run it would be smarter poli-
tics, though I am certainly in no position
to advise my colleagues as to the astute~
ness of a particular political position. But
I do not think the typical American is as
uncomprehending or as easily misled or
deceived as some people seemingly con-
clude he is by virtue of the statemerts
that they make.

These are tough times. They are times
when we all know by virtue of the tragedy
that occurred in Indochina, that Amer-
ica, more effectively to discharge the
leadership role which it has, needs to
have, first, a restoration of confidence
in the minds of Americans in the leader-
ship of America. Second, we need, as one
people, to reassert the kind of decisive
action, the ability to reach a conclusion
and to take a course of action, that will
command the respect and admiration of
the rest of the world.

I am lecturing no one in particular,
Mr, President. But I hope that despite
the impending 1976 Presidential elec-
tions, it could be understood, that the
‘more than 200 million Americans at-
home, in every hamlet and city of this
country, waat to have this country’s
actions and this country’s future placed
first and above every other consideration.
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. FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL
DEFENSE

Mr. STONE. Mr, President, un
illusion of détente with China, ouz€1 ?’I;-etst;f
dent asked for accord and interven-
;inog to h::ee the Mayaguez and its crew;

W our country heard in res
was a thunderous silence. i

For us to rely on the good will of Soviet”
adversaries in the face of repeated inci-.
den_ts worldwide and over recent years
indicating with total clarity an attempt
thczvy;e?k:g %le ir;eze e(vivorld or the West will

ria) e se upon
of folly on our part. e hgig_ht.
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IMPROVEMENT AND STRENGTHER-
ING OF THE DEFENSE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I sm
happy to join with my colleagues this
morning in speaking out for the improve-

ment and strengthening of the defemse
of the United States.

What would have happened in the last
few days if the United States had not kad
the equipment, the weapons, and the
trained manpower to compel Cambodia
to return not only a vessel but 41 citizens
of America? L

I raise my voice in praise of President
Gerald Ford. He is a2 much bigger man
around the world today than he has ever
been in his life because he has shown
leadership, he has been positive, he has
been firm, he has served the cause of
peace. He put an end to aggression, and
he has served notice upon a world that
is disccuraged about what happened in
Vietnam, and many of them about to
lose confidence in America, and now
they know that America is not throush,
that America does not fall on its knees
and suirender to communism.

President Gerald Ford acted in the
interest of the people. He acted in the
interest of saving lives. It was suceess-
ful. Millions of thoughtful and patrictic
people throughout the United States will
applaud what he has done.

Free people around the world will ap-
prove and many enslaved people, iike-
wise, will applagd, because they soy:
“Here is a nation that stands for some-
thing.” . 4 :

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC VITALLY IM-
PORTANT TO AMERICA'S NATION-
AL SECURITY AND ECONOMIC
WELL-BEING

Mr. FONG.

Who now can truthfully say it does
hot matter to us in America whether all
of Southeast Asia goes Communist. We
did not have these incidents when Cam-
bodia, Laos, and South Vietnam had re-
gimes friendly to America.

I am relieved that President Ford’s
prompt and vigorous action brought
about the safe release of the crew and
recovery of our merchant ship, the
Mayaguez, and also the release of the

Thai fishermen. I pay highest tribute to
our valiant miiitary personnel for their
courage and their sacrifice.
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THE “MAYAGUEZ" INCIDENT

Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, the re-
ports that the Mayaguez crew and ship
have been rescued is extremely good
news. That members of our Armed
Forces perished in effecting that rescue
brings deep sorrow not only to the fami-
lies and loved ones of these men but to
all Americans. Their death is a stark re-
minder, as if we needed another, that the
resort to force always extracts a high
toll

The evidence is still inconclusive as
to the exact nature of the incident. And
before intelligent evaluations can be

' made as to the wisdom of the decision to
resort to force, much more information
is needed. I state this not by way of criti-
cism of the President’s action. I, for one,
presume that it came only after a careful
evaluation of the options available. I do
believe, however, that a thorough in-
quiry into the decision to use force is in
order, both to provide the American peo-
ple with the relevant facts and to allow
us to determine what actions can be

N~

taken to forestall similar events occur-

ring in the future.
Such an inquiry, to be truly useful, re-
careful attention to. facts, rather
than fragmentary repcrts and supposi-
tions. Therefore, I have today submitted
.a list of questions to the Secretary of
State regarding the Mayaguez affair. 1
ask unanimous consent that my letter
to the Secretary be placed in the RECORD
at this point.
The Mayaguez incident raises several
larger issues.

by

Fiot, I am comvinced that we must
restore any lost credibility. And we must
do so in a much more sophisticated
manner than simply emphasizing our
military capabilities. While the latter
may be necessary under extreme circum-
stances, it cannot be allowed to assume
the.predominant position it has in the
past. Sophisticated diplomacy, a diplo-
macy indicating our recognition of our
lessened preeminence in the interna-
tional system and our inability to dic-
tate the course of history, will become
increasingly important as we seek to
maintain the stability necessary for the
protection of our vital interests.
Second, the manner in which the
Mayaguez incident was handled by the
Executive indicates that some improve-
ment has taken place in the communica-
tion patterns between the Executive and
the Congress. Nevertheless, expressions
by some of the congressional leadership
that they were merely informed rather
than consuited indicates that further
improvements are still needed. Moreover,
the Congress has yet to institute ade-
quate communications channels to en-
able the leadership to keep the 1aember-
ship sufficiently informed on the general

aspects of evolving crisis situations
While one recognizes that a certain de-
gree of confidenti ; must be main-

tained, it is s
degrec of
within the
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our country, Our position in the world
means that we will be called upon to
shoulder continued burdens that will tax
our strength and endurance..We cannot
avoid such burdens. But we can begin to
reassess the manner in which we will re-
spond to them and, hopefully, evolve
the capacity to limit the number of situ-
ations wherein force rather than diplo-
macy characterizes our response.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the Recorp a let-
ter I have addressed to the Secretary
of State today.

There being no objection, the letter was
ordered to be printed in the Recorp, as
follows: )

May 15, 1975.
Hon. Henry A. KISSINGER,
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mz, SEcRETARY: I am relieved to learn
of the successful rescue of the Mayaguez
crew and the ship. However, as you.know,
I deeply regret the deaths of several members
of the armed forces. Their deaths are one
more stark reminder that the resort to force
always has a high price.

While I presume that the decision to use
force was made after careful consideration
of all available options, I am convinced that
a thorough study must be made of the factors
that led to that decision and subsequent

events. Therefore, I would appreciate recetv--

ing an early response to the following ques-
tions:

1. Did the Mayaguez violate any territorial

or sovereign rights of Cambodia?

2. What was the basis for our government’s
claim of the illegality of the seizure of the
Muyaguez by the Cambodians? Specifically:

8. Was the Iisland off of which it was
selzed a recognized possession of the Cam-
bodian government?

b. How far off the island was the myaguu
when it was seized?

c. What are the recognized limits of ter-
ritorial control of waters off the lslnnds in
the area?

d. Do the Cambodians ciaim a m mile
Itmit?

e. Does the U.S. government recognize onily
a 3-mile limit?

3. What cargo was the Mayaguez carrying
8t the time of its seizure?

4, What was the port of origin and the
destination for this specific voyage of the
Mayaguez?

5. What was the purpose of the Mayaguezs
voyage?

6. Was the Mayaguez an armed ship?

7. What had been the scope of our intei-
ligence gathering operations in the ares
where the seizure took place? Was the Marya-
guez In any way connected with such opera-
tions?

8. Was the Mayaguez In prior contact with
the U.S. government aircraft or ships prior
to the seizure? If so, what was the extent
and nature of those contacts and for how
long had they been established prior to the
seizure?

8. What was the speclﬁc and detailed tims
frame and sequence of such events from the

point of seizure, the demand for the return
of the ship and crew, the reguests for thirg
party help and the (lme of the first US.

atinck?

Uuited States

governm

ent
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Unlted Natlons to effect a diplomatic resclu-
tlon of the incident? Exactly who was con-
tacted, what was requested of each, and what
was the timing of those contacts in relation-
ship to the decislon to resort to force and
the actual use of force?

12. What, if any, communications were re-
ceived, directly or indirectly, from the Cam-
bodian government pror to their radio an-
nouncement that they would be willing to
return the Crew and the ship? Wkat, if any,
communications did we try to forward to
that government prior to that announce-
ment and prior to the use of force?

13. What exactly precipitated {he initial
attacks on the Cambodian naval vessels?
Specifically:

8. Was there a Cambodian attempt to move
the crew or the Mayaguez after the ship
had been anchored off Tang Island?

b. How many of our reconnaissance crafi
had been fired upon and hit prior to our
resort to force?

c. Were the Cambodian patrol craft that
were destroyed or disabled moving toward
the Mayaguez when they were interdicted?

d. Had the crew of the Mayaguez been re-
moved from the Mayaguez prior to the time
we initiated our use of force?

14. What were the targets of our attacks
on the mainland? Did our attacks serve any
immediate purpose directly related to the
rescue of the crew and the ship or were they
primarily punitive in nature?

15. What are the details regarding the
deaths and injuries of members of our armed
forces?

16. Had there been other reported incidents
of harassment of other vessels by Cambodia
prior to the seizure of the Mayaguez? If so,
whey weren’t instructions sent tc all U.S. flag
vessels to divert from the area?

17, How many combat forces and how many
ships were actually involved in the rescue
operations

10, Huw usuy combel forces wese ianaeq
on the Mayaguez and on Tang Island?

19. Were troops transported from Thalland
for the operation contrary to the express re-
quests of the Thai government? What com-
munications were received from the Thai
government in reference to the incident and
the potential and now actual use of U.S. bases
in Thailand as staging areas? What wa.s the
U.S. reply to Thal requests?

20. What was the degree of resistarce en-
countered on Tang Island? How much am-
munition was expended by our forces?

21. What were the number of U.S. and .
Cambodian casualties?

22. Exactly how were the crew members of
the Mayaguen recovered? Were any of them
harmed in any way? Were the crew members
released by the Cambodians or were they
actually rescued?

While my questions are many, I believe
immediate answers will greatly facilitate the
understanding necessary to make judgments
both as to the wisdom of our response to
the immediate incident and the manner in
which we might prepare ourselves to respond
to similar incidents in the future. I look for-
ward to receiving your earliest reply.

Sincerely,

~ EpwArp W. BROOKE,
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COMMENDATION FOR THE -PRESI-
DENT IN REGAINING SS “MAYA-

GUEZ”

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, I com-
mend President Ford for the action

taken toward regaining the SS Muyaguez !

and her crew.
I believe that the President’s conduct

° in this matter was a careful mix of cau-

‘

!

tion, diplomatic initiative and appro-
priate use of armed force pursuant to
an entirely lawful and desirable pur-
pose. In the wake of our disengagement
from Southeast Asia, I think that firm-
ness particularly was required in the
face of an act of aggression directed
against an unarmed U.S. merchant ves-
sel in the course of passage on an es-
‘tablished trade route. The precedent
established by the President’s action, I
believe, will serve the Nation well in the
difficult times ahead.

The President chose wisely and well
and, in my judgment, acted within the
scope of his constifutional and statutory
authority within the framework of the
War Powers Resolution. I believe that
the-Nation and the Congress fully support

- the President’s exemplary conduct.

PR . 5 B

REMEMBERNG THE CASUALTIES ‘

AT KOH TANC ISTAND

Mr. GLENN. Mr. President, all Ameri-

cans share the feeling of relief and

—pleasure that the Mayaguez crewmmen and
ship have been rescued.

But amid the euphoria surrounding

this welcome event, it is impoxtant to -

remember that a few have died or been
wounded so that others could be rescued.

The Marines sent to the ship and
Koh Tang Island performed a very

difficult mission representing the United '

States in the best “Semper Fidelis” tradi-
tion of the corps.

‘While many families receive the good
news that loved ones are safe, others
are receiving casualiy notices. It is im-

portant that we remember both groups .

- as we celebrate the successful conclusion

of the Mavaguez incident.
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“MAYAGUEZ” UNDERWAY

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, all of us in
this body are, of course, relieved at the
news that the merchant ship Mayaguez
is, at this moment, underway on its own
power, manned by its own crew,

The fact that America will act with
measured force and in timely fashion
to insure the safety of her citizens has
been asserted once again by the bravery,
and the sacrifice, of U.S. military, We
are all saddened by the news of casual-
ties among the Marines who went in to

the small island of Koh Tang to rescu
the crew. Our sympathies extend to theﬁ'

families and friends and to their com-
rades in arms, and no words of gratitude
any of us can summon would measure
up to the debt each of us owes to these
brave men.

'roo EARLY FOR GENERALIZATION

‘Mr. President close as we are to the

: disappointing conclusion to our long in-

volvement in Southeast Asia, it is too
soon to attempt any major generaliza-
tions about the impact of this incident
on the way in which other nations view
the United States. I am hopeful that it
will help erase any doubts that may have
arisen about American resolve to use

force when force is required and justi-
_Tied to protect American interests. - :

I believe it has dene much to allay

© any misgivings that. may have been en~
tertained in this country or elsewhere

ehout any of the recent congressional
actions to limit Presidential ability to
. respond in an emergency. The President
* did respond. He did so and at the same
time consulted with Congress and made
such reports as required under the legis-
lation passed in 1973, the War Powers
Act.

I will admit, too, Mr. President, that it
is a good and an accustomed feeling to
find near unanimity among my col-
leagues for the first time since the early
days of my expcrience in the Congress,
over an American use of military force,

.however limited it may have been.

Though there seems to be an irreduci-
ble minimum of my colleagues who are
prepared to criticize any assertive action
this country may take in defense of its
own interests, and who do so now in re-
gard to this action, the overwhelming
majority of American citizens from all
walks of life, have shown enthusiasm
in their support for these actions.

FORD MOVED DELIBERATELY
I believe President Ford did what he’
had to do. He moved deliberately after
trying diplomacy first. But the first mili-

-tary engagements, which most of us

learned about early yesterday, were moti-
vated by the need to prevent the trans-
fer of the American crew members to the
Cambodian mainland. Any delay or over-
cautiousness in that decision would have
led to far greater complications. With
Americans on the mainland, the analogy
to the Pueblo situation would have been
complete and our ability to take efiec-
tive action to secure their release would
have been severely restricted.

Only timely, prudent and firm action
by the President in consultation with the
National Security Council and the Con-

- gress prevented the repetition of that

situation which would have been a trag-
edy for he crewmen and an embarrass-
ment for the Nation. /

AMERICA’S RESPONSE TO THREAT

Mr. President, this was one, rather iso-
lated and in some people’s mind perhaps
a minor incident. But in my view, it is
an example of how America must re-
spond to any threat to her own interest.
We cannot allow ourselves to be at the
mercy of the whims and vagaries of small
nations that may entertain illusions
about our will or about their anvm ahil
ues-to confront us.

For, if we yield to small nations, or
show indecision when they confront us,
or accept the counsel of those who would
have us be overcsutious in dealing with
them, then the message of our unwill-
ingness to act in our own best interest
will not be lost on larger nations, friendly
or hostile.

We are strong. We are a guarantor
still of world peace. We are what we are
and we cannot be defensive or apologetic
about acting to protect ourselves, our
citizens or our interests.

The President, I believe, did what he
had to do. And the vast majority of Con~
gress, in giving him their enthusiastic
support did what they ought to do.




CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

THE “MAYAGUEZ” INCIDENT— |
PRESIDENTIAL OVERREACTION |

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under-a. |
previous order of the House, the gentle- |
woman from New York (Ms. HOLTZMAN) |
is recognized for 10 minutes. -

Ms. HOLTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Ford's decision to use force to free
the merchant ship Mayaguez and its |
crew has resulted in needless bloodshed..

At the present time, the ship and its
crew are in American custody, but at the
cost of at least one marine dead, and-
many others wounded. The Penitagon
expects the American death tolk.to rise
as furthér reports come in.

The President’s resort to force in. this
case appears to have been illegal and
unconstitutional. At least five provisions
of law specifically prohibit the. involve-
ment of U.S. military forces in combat
“in or over or from off the shores of”

ambodia.

‘engage in hostilities without the: prior
consent of Congress only in cases of an
armed attack which constitutes an ex-
treme national emergency. This was
clearly not such a case. y

Equally disturbing is that the use of,
military force in this incident, and the.
resultant casualties, appear to have been.
unnecessary. Diplomatic efforts were
underway to recover the ship and its
crew. Nothing would have been lost by
waiting to see whether they would bear
fruit. Indeed, according to the latest re-
ports, at the very time the President was
ordering marines into the operation, the-
Cambodian Government was announc--*
ing that it would return the crew of the:
Muayoaguez. As the marines were invading
Tang Island searching for the crew, the
crew was already on its way back in a
Thal fishing boat. At best the whole

tuation reflects - terrible intelligence.
At worst it is a reflection of faulty Presi-:’
dential judgment and overreaction.

Let there be no mistake about it. We’
have won no “victory.” We have proved |
nothing to the world, except that this
President is willing—as were his prede--
cessors—ito make hasty and ill-consid- |
ered use of American military force
against tiny countries, regardless of the

law, regardless of the cost in American |
lives, and regardless of the ability to
achieve the same ends peacefully.

May 15, 1975



May 15, 1975

ON CAMBODIAN AREA MILITARY!
ACTION

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, there is|
no doubt about the popularity of th
President’s decision to recapture the
Mayaguez by force. Reaction around theg
Congress is near unanimous. I have
doubt the public response is the same
Hardly even a muted voice-of doubt has
been raised. After all ouwr honor andq
dignity were at stake. 1

Nevertheless the real question still re
mains: Was our Government’s action the;
right one? Did it serve the best interes
of the Nation? I think not. Neither con:
gressional nor public popularity is-
reliable test of the soundness of impor<
tant policy decisions. This is especially
so in emotional and emergency si
tions.

What vital national interest was a
stake to justify such a precipitate md{
violent response? Was our ship in con-
tested waters? Was it justifiable to lsm;l
our Marines in Thailand without that
government’s consent? Did we need to
sacrifice any of the lives of our soldiers,
endanger the ship’s crew and bomb a|
Cambodian airport in order to settle this
dispute? The answer, I think, is no, We
did not even bother to give the negoua.t-1
ing process a fair trial,

Of course it is an offensive challenge
to any sovereign nation far its ships to be
intercepted on the high seas. Nonethe-
less it is not a novel eventi. It happens
from time to time in all parts of the
world. It occurs with great regularity off
the coast of South America where fish-
ing boats are intercepted and hauled
into port from as far as 150 miles into
international waters. i

Ironically, news vreports state that|
our Government received a Cambodian|
statement offering return of the ship but
the military action was already under
way.

These incidents are matters for nego-
tiations not force. The test of the
strength and maturity of a superpower
is beiter measured by its restraint in
mifor incidents such as this rather than
a demonstration of the power the world
already knows we have at our command. |

Thus I dissent from the conventional
wisdom that tells us we must prove our
virility and maintain our eredibility by
responding with violence wherever and

whenever we may be challenged, however |

minor the insult.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE
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BARBAROUS PIRACY

Mr. HATHAWAY. Mr. President, I
share with my colleagues and many
Americans the joy of knowing that the
merchant ship Mayaguez and her crew,
are now free.

Soon, we in the Senate and the pubhc
at large can expect to be told the whole
story behind the ship's seizure; what!
diplomatic efforts were made to obtain|
the ship's release from the Cambodian |
Government, and the role the military
playved In wresting the ship and its men

, from the Guif of Siam-

While waiting for this knowledge; I
wish ta bring to the attention of my col-
leagues an article which appeared! in

this morning’s New York Times- by |

columnist Anthony Lewis. ;

The writer makes some points that
I consider vital to the issue of our faor-
eign policies, particularly those concern-
ing the nations. of Southeast- Asia. I
ask unanimous consent that the article be .
prinfed in the RECORD.

I also ask unanimous-consent to have
printed in the REcorp the text of a tele-
gram to the President from Robert V.
Moss, president, United Church of
Christ.

There being-no- objection, the -ma~-
terial was ordered.to be printed-in the
RECORD, as follows: L

BARBAROUS PIRACY
(By Anthony Lewis)

The diplomacy-of viclence: That is.still,
then, to be our trademark. Once again.an
American Government shows that. the. only
way it knows how to deal with frustration
is by force. And the world is presumably
meant to be impressed.

The Khmer Rouge. wera wrong and foollsh
to seize the American merchant ship. Mays-
guez, if the facts were as stated in Waash~
ington. They. violated necessary. norms. of
international behavior. We had reason to-be
concerned, especially. about the fate of the.
crew.

But using a.sledgehammer to crack a-nut
is self-defeating for nations as for individ-
uais. Violent escalation of the conflict could
hardly be expected. to achieve. the immedi~
ate alm of the crew’s release; to the com-
trary, it might heighten the danger. More
broadly, the military action showed a-lack-
of that perspective expected of a great
power—the perspective, in this case, reanr‘
history.

Imagine that in 1775 and for years-after ™
an enormously powerful state equipped-witir |
futuristic weapons. had intervensd in''our:
Revolutionary War., From bases in Cansds °
it rained destruction on the thirteen- cote—
onies. A million Americans, a third of the
population, fled-their homes; 300,000° wers
casualties.

When the war was:-finally" over, B‘ow--.
might the victorious Americans Have- fait .-
about that foreign state? If one-of its ships
had sailed’ nto- what were- claimed to be -
Americans waters, might- we' have been |
tempted to board and seize-the vessel?” Z

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

A comparison between America.in 1775
and Cambodia in 1975 is: not.so far-fetched,
The peasant society of Cambodia—today is
hardly more advanced, technologicaily, than
eighteenth-century America, Cambodia was
just as defenseless against B-52's as the
thirteen colonies would have been:

American planes dropped 250,000- tons of
bombs on Cambodia between..1969 and Aug:
15, 1873, when Congress prohibited all U.S:
military action in, over or on the waters
adjoining Indockina. Between o third and. a
half of Cambodia’s 7.5 million people be-
came refugees. John Swain. of The London
Sunday Times, one of the correspondents
recently evacuated, deéscribed the physical
damage he-saw as follows:

“The entire countryside has been churned
up by American B-52 bomb. craters, whale
towns and- villages razed: So far, I. have
not seen one imtact pagoda. . .. . Tha war
damages here [Kompong Chhnang].. as
everywhere else we saw, is total. Not.a bridgs
is standing; hardly a house. I am iold’ most
villagers spent the war years living ssmi-
permanently underground in earth b\mkm
to escape the bombing.™

With that background; Ameﬂcam gshould
be slow to-point s finger of moral-disapproval
at the- Khmer Rouge. Nor cam: we-rightiy
take a-lofty- position- on-the need-to:respect
law. Washington has not reacted with: force
when: Ecuador seized U.S. fishing boatssmore
distant from shore than the-Mayagues Was.
And-the American bombing of Cambodia m
itsalf of dubious constitutionality: -

The United States also bears a heavy- re-
sponsibility for: the political character of
Cambodia today. If ' we-had not invaded the
country in 1970  and then: intervened' mas-
sively in her civil war, Prince. Sibhanouk
_would doubtless have returned to power soon
with a leit-leaning but more traditional re-
gime. The Ehmer Rouge movement would
not have developed as it has, inall its hard-
ened zeal. Most of the human-suffering of
the war would have been avoided. - -

The EKhmer Rouge inherited-a ruined
nation. We are rightly horrified by accounts
of the harsh measures- taken: But after
‘what' has: been done- to: them; ars the Cam-
bodians really to be blamed if they are exsno--
phobic? X

Those: Americans’ who: had: spn't:tnthr
savagery of our-policy towsard Cambodis over.
the years should be particulariy siow to utter
deploring pieties. now: Secretary” of State
Kissinger, a.principal author- of: the: potiey,
has described. evenis inm Cambodia as “bar-
barous,” “inhuman,”™ “very tragic” and-*an
atrocity: oi. major proportions.’ A mam so
steeped in the Blood. of Cambbdisns should
have the shame to remain-silentl ="

And now the insensitivity is in deeds as
well a8 words. Once again we- have -to- show
the world how tough we are: The attitude

Demonstrative violence is in-fact s central |
element in Henry Kissinger’s diplomatie phi- |
losophy. Bui- how long mmust % bo our
country’s?

How dishearvening, too, to- see the Maya- |
guez affair evoke-from Congress the old jingo !
tallc and' caliw forPresidential action. Sena~-|
tor Clifford: Case, co-author of’ the 1973 ban
on military actionw in Indochina, lived down |
to his reputation as a pusilanimous liberal |
by telling: President Ford that he could ig-
nore the law. Have we learned nothing from
Vietnam sbout law and the Presidency? Have
we forgotten that Americs had the world's
respect when she stood torp.ﬂeneeand mag-
nanlnut.ym human a!!'alrs’" e

TEXT OF TELEGRAM TO- PRESIDENT (GEZRALD"
R. Forp

My consclence requires: me to make tho‘
following statement for communication to,
the members of the Tnited Church of. Christ'

“#nd to the public- at. large:

If the Tnited. States is.to-have one sh.red
of moral integrity left. to it,.we, the paopk
of this country, must rise up and denouncl,
our government’s. senseless use of. military;
force against. Cambodla. There. 1. no. justi~|
fication for using force. of arms to solve.a
problem that could be handled.in.a civilized
manner through. diplomasic channeis. and
the force of world. opinion. It is imperative
that each of.us demand an immediate . end to
the attacks being made by our armed-forces
in’' Cambodia. Even now we should utilize the
United Nations and any other diplomatie
channels that are open to Cambodia to.re-
dress the actions of the President and his
military” advisers which have placed. thig |
nation in an-untenable situation. > |

Rosemr V. Moss, ... .|
President, Unitcd.c’hurch of. cm ']




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 16, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF &4 / .

SUBJECT : Congressional Response to Mayaguez Action

The Congressional response to your successful recovery of

the SS Mayaguez and its crew has been overwhelmingly favorable.
Bob Wolthuis has pulled together the comments in the Congressional
Record for May 15 and also the Congressional mail on the subject.
There are four attachments:

A. Summaries of Statements in the Congressional Record
in favor of your action.

B. Compilation from Congressional Record of Senate
and House statements.

C. Summaries of Congressional mail supporting your
position. ‘

D. Summaries and Statements from Congressional Record
that are critical of your action.

As expected, most Congressional expressions have been very
laudatory. With a few exceptions it comes from Republicans

and Southern Democrats. Liberal Democrats have been generally
silent. The criticisms attached at Tab D all come from Democrats.

I suggest that you look carefully at the statements by Congressmen
Stratton, Sisk and Zablocki and Senators Brooke, Baker and

Muskie. All except Muskie make reference to the War Powers Act.
Senator Brooke raises the issue of the White House not adeguately
consulting with the Congress. I find Congressman Zablocki's
statements to be very interesting and helpful.

To date we have had very little Congressional reaction to the
casulty reports. Once those are firm we may see some resistance
but we will monitor that and keep you informed.



BYRD, ROBERT - "I congratulate the President of the United States
on the firmness with which he acted." Expresses pride in the Marines
and the American people.

HELMS - Expresses great pride in the way the American people have
met the challenge. It's time to lay aside partisanship and extend the
hand of gratitude and admiration to the President who faced the crisis
with courage and wisdom. "I, for one, am very proud of him today."

CURTIS - "The courageous and decisive action by President Ford will
do more for the cause of liberty around the world than all of the
diplomatic negotiations and conferences that have been held in the
last few years and will be held in the next few years."

CRANSTON - Supports the firm and resolute action taken by President
Ford. It was appropriate.

TOWER - President acted expeditiously and with resolve. Had he
waited longer we may not have been able to rescue the crew of the
vessel. President's action will do much to resolve U.S. credibility
and confidence of our allies.

GARN - Dominoe theory is now established as fact and seizure of

the Mayaguez brought on by a military imbalance in S.E. Asia. Any
further reductions in U.S. military power must be mutually balanced.
President gave a clear and decisive signal to the world.

DOMENICI - Inserts in record copy of his telegram to the President
to take whatever steps are necessary to retrieve ship and crew.
Commends President for action taken.

BYRD, HARRY - May 14, 1975 - A red letter day in the official life
of President Gerald Ford. Commends President for saving crew.
Had he delayed men would be on Cambodia mainland and very
difficult to retrieve.




BROCK - Appreciates courageous step of President in restoring
integrity of U.S. in the world. Woke up this morning with a prayer
of Thanksgiving for the President of the United States.

RANDOLPH - Inserts two statements issued May 13 and May 14.
- First statement calls for aggressive diplomatic efforts to obtain
release of ship. Second statement says President Ford acted
properly and the military operation was necessary. President
exercised constitutional authority with efiective results.

HANSEN - Country is solidly behind President. If U.S. were not
most powerful nation on earth President could not have succeeded.

STONE - Under illusion of detente with China, President asked China
for accord and intervention to free Mayaguez and crew. Our country
‘'heard thunderous silence in response.

FONG - "Who can truthfully say it does not matter to us in America

whether all of Southeast Asia goes Communist." Relieved at President's
prompt and vigorous action.

BROOKE - Presumes decision to use force came only after careful
evaluation of options available. He is convinced we must restore
any lost creditibility, but believes it can be better accomplished
through sophisticated diplomacy. Also, reflects expressions from
some of Congressional leadership that they were informed rather
than consulted. Believes better communications needed in the
Congress and between Executive and Congress. Has requested
information regarding Mayaguez incident from Secretary Kissinger.

BAKER - The President chose wisely and well and acted within the
scope of his constitutional and statutory authority within the frame-
work of the War Powers Resolution. The precedent established by

President's action will serve the nation well in the difficult times
ahead.

GLENN - It is important to remember, amid feeling of relief, those
who died. The Marines performed a mission in the best "Semper "
Fidelis" tradition.



BROOMFIELD - President made "tough decisions cooly and decisively"
and Congress set aside partisanship. World saw an America which

commanded admiration and respect. White House adhered scrupulously
to War Powers Act.

MICHEL - Commends some on other side of the isle who now applaud
President but who until yesterday were pretty timid suggesting
delay, more patience and more consultation.

SIKES - President has shown world America does have courage to
stand by our principles. Communists understand tough language
"America can now hold its head high again."

EDWARDS, JACK - "I am very proud of our country and our President
today." He tried diplomacy and when it failed a show of strength was
required and President Ford did not flinch. He should be commended
for his sound judgement.

YOUNG. C. W. BILL - After too long exercising diplomatic and mili-
tary restraint President Ford has drawn the line. He has restored
our national pride and confidence in the U.S.

)

FUQUA - President's decisive action will prevent repetition of such acts.
in future. This is what American policy should be - firm, forceful
and fair.

DANIEL, DAN - President's action will "reestablish our country's
credibility around the world. His performance was in the true
American tradition, and reflects credit upon the American people
and upon himself.

STRATTON - Congratulates President for firm, aggressive and
successful leadership. Most impressed that "President did consult
with the leaders of Congress every step of the way. In addition,
there were substantive briefings of other members of Congress."



GOLDWATER, BARRY, JR. - President avoided another Pueblo

affair and Marines, Air Force and Navy were superb. President's
action proves VietNam not indicative of loss of U.S. courage and
determination. President's action was balanced, timely and
appropriate.

MONTGOMERY - "It is great to be an American." Congratulations
to President Ford for necessary and successful military operations.

SISK - Commends President for acting "with deliberation, yet with
boldness and firmness..." As an author of War Powers Act deeply
pleased that "Mr. Ford comphed fully with the act by keeplng Congress
completely aware of all actions taken..."

GONZALEZ - Events of last few days are dramatic reminder of need
for U.S. to be prepared. These events prove we don't have time to
gear up and get ready at a leisure pace.

ALEXANDER - Enters telegram into record to President applauding
his efforts to protect rights of American vessels to safe transit on
high seas.

ZABLOCKI - Seizure was serious violation of international law.
President's action showed wisdom, prudence, caution and yet
firmness. Commends President. "President has properly filed
prompt report appropriately in compliance with section 4(a) (1).
While such a 4(a) (1) report would normally activate the section 5
and succeeding "congressional action" procedures of the resolution,
the fact that our troops are disengaged from the situation makes that
a moot point. However, if such congressional followup action were
in order, I, for one, would vote in favor of a resolution supporting
the President's action."

BAUMAN - Compared to vascillation surrounding Pueblo, President
Ford decisiveness to retreive Mayaguez is commendable.



FLYNT - Commends and supports the President who "acted with
courage and wisdom." President's actions show will and capability
of U.S. to resist blatant acts of aggression.

FINDLEY - President acted entirely within his constitutional
authority by using military force to protect U.S. lives abroad.
Rejoices in success of President in rescuing both ship and crew.
Suggests the entire incident be placed before International Court
of Justice in the Hague.

FASCELL - President and NSC should be congratulated for a job
well done. Some lessons should be reviewed; system of evaluating
dangers to our Marines; relations with Thailand; adequacy and
timeliness of Presidential - Congressional consultations.
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House of ngesentatzves

PRESIDENT’S ACTION SHOULD
BE PRAISED

(Mr. FUQUA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 min-
ute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FUQUA, Mr. Speaker, the swiff
and decisive action of the President of
these United States in connection with
the pirating of the American ship Maya-
guez will serve to prevent repetition of
such aggression and the serious conse-
quences of such acts.

An American merchant ship has the
right to sail on the high seas and this
Naggn has an obhgatlon to protect that
rig!

. ‘This is what American policy should
‘be—firm, forceful, and fair. We were not
the sggressors, we sought no territory,
we sought only to regain possession of an
American ship and the release of Ameri-
can sailors who have a right to expect
protection from their fellow Americans.

Had this act been allowed to go un-

challenged, there would have been oth-
ers. Our actions in this instance were
both firm and decisive. Our ship had
been seized on the high seas, an affront
to international law and to all men ev=-
erywhere—although cerfain narrow-
minded elements fail to recognize the
Jarger implications.

Let us hope that the issue has been
joined.

If there be recurrences, let us pursue
this same policy. Let us never use force
in anger, but let us never fail to use
force to preserve world peace.

Perhaps out of this tragedy the world
will have learmed valuable lessons.

Those who have been called upon to -

make the supreme sacrifice should not
be allowed to have made that sacrifice in
vain. Iet this be the foundation of our
foreign policy. We will walk to the ends
of the Earth in search of pesce, bul we
shall also use our defensive might to pro-
tect the rights of Americans to sail the
high seas.

THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION IN “MA-
YAGUEZ” RETRIEVAL IS TO BE
COMMENDED

(Mr. DAN DANIEL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAN DANIEL. Mr. Speaker, the
action by the President earlier today in
Southeast Asia will reestablish our coun-
try’s credibility around the world.

His performance was in the true Amer-
ican tradition, and reflects credit upon

the American people and upon himself.

COMMENDATION TO PRESIDENT
FORD FOR FIRM AND SUCCESS-

" FUL LEADERSHIP IN “MAYAGUEZ"”
INCIDENT

(Mr. STRATTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. STRATTON. Mr. Speaker, I want
t6 join with my colleagues this morning
in expressing my congratulations and
commendation to the President of the
United States for the firm, aggressive,
and successful leadership which he has
taken in the Mayaguez incident. I think
this is one of the few high points that
we have had in our foreign and military
policy in the past few months, and I am’
delighted at the outcome. I thlnk the
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strates, first of all, that in spite. of all
our difficulties in Vietnam, we can be
firm when we have to, and we do have
the will to exercise our military power in
the defense of our own interests when the
occasion demands.

The thing that has impressed me most

“in this incident is that the President did

consult with the leaders of Congress at
every step of the way. In addition, there
were substantial briefings of other Mem-
bers of Congress. Mr. Speaker, I believe
we have here in this case a clear demon-
stration of the kind of cooperation that
should exist between the Congress and
the White House on foreign policy. It was
successful this time, and I hope it con-
tinues in the months and days ahead.
The handling of the Mayaguez case
should demonstrate clearly to the rest of
the world that Americans cannot be
pushed around, and that we can and will
respond promptly and firmly to all
challenges.




May .15, 1975

THE “MAYAGUEZ"” AFFAIR

(Mr. FLYNT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute, to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous matter.)

Mr. FLYNT. Mr. Speaker, with the
confirmation that the United States has
retaken the Mayaguez and successfully
rescued its crewmembers, I want to
commend the President and express my
support for his prompt and forceful re-
sponse to an intolerable act of piracy.

I supported the President in his efforts
to secure release of the Mayaguez
through diplomatic efforts, but when
these diplomatic efforts proved fruitless,
he acted with courage and wisdom in his
decision for decisive military action.

As a result of the President’s decisive
action, the lives of the captured crew-
men have been saved, and the United
States has exhibited in the strongest pos-
sible terms that we are a nation that has
both the will and the capability to re-
sist blatant acts of aggression promptly
and effectively. I am confident that had
the President not responded with
promptness and force as he did, the
United States would have become in-
volved in a series of similar humiliating
incidents, and I commend him and our
American forces for their service to our

country.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD -— HOUSE
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S5 “MAYAGUEZ": PROUD NEW
CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY

(Mr. BROOMFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the Honse
for 1 minute and to revise and extemd
his remarks.)

Mr. BROOMFPFIELD. Mr. Speaker, a
difficult and dangerous moment has besn
turned into a proud new chapter in our
history.

From the President, who made the
tough decisions coolly and decisively, fo
the Congress, which set aside partisan-
ship to provide unified support, to our
combat forces who carried out a danges-
ous and difficult operation with courage
and precision, the world saw an Ameri-
ca which commanded its admiration and

_ respect.

By our strong but measured response,
we showed our allies and enemies alike
that we can still unite as a nation and
respond to a clear and arrogant threat
to our interests in a bold but rmponsihle
manner.

In one convincing saction, the Presi-
dent has reaffirmed our willingness fo
fight for our commitments and reem-
forced the freedom of international sea
lanes for all nations of the world.

“Through all of the incredible pressures

of the crisis, the White House adhered
scrupulously to the requirements of the
War Powers Act in keeping the Congress
appiised of develuplents Wiveiving s
commitment of the U.S, troops to com-
bat. I was very pleased with the close
and careful consultation the White
House offered the Congress.

e - e -

SS “MAYAGUEZ”: A SUCCESSFUL
OPERATION

(Mr. MICHEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker, I just want
to commend those gentlemen from the
other side, particularly the reasonable
voices in this House who have risen to
applaud the President for the strong
action he has taken within the last sev-
eral days. Up until late yesterday there
were some pretty timid voices being aired
publicly around the country, particularly
from the other body, suggesting delay,
more patience, more consultation. If we
had gone that course everything would
have been lost. So I commend those who
have stood firm here in support of the

« President today.

I would also further suggest that in
view of our not being as welcome as we
once were in some of these countries
around the globe, we do well to maintain
our superiority in air and sea power.
The oceans are broad and expansive and
as good as our carriers are we cerlainly
cannot afford any further cutbacks and
maintain our security. More than ever
we need this flexibility.

_ In consideration of the Armed Forces
procurement bill later on today, I think
we would do well to keep this in mind.
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SS “MAYAGUEZ”: EFFECTIVE WAY
OF DEALING WITH IRRESPON-
SIBLE ACTION .

(Mr. SIKES asked and-was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the REcorp.)

Mr. SIKES. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent took forthright action in putting
down an act of piracy committed by an
irresponsible government in seizing an
American ship and its crew. It was ob=

- vious that the new Communist govern-
ment in Cambodia felt that it could take
its turn in twisting Uncle Sam’s tail
without repercussion. They expected to
keep the ship and extort a king's ran-

‘ som for the crew. They even attempted
a typical Communist face-saving ma-
neuver by ordering the ship and crew out
of their waters after it had been recov-
ered by U.S. forces. Even their ovm peo-
ple know that you cannot believe what
Communists say.

President Ford has shown the world
America does have the courage to stand
by our principles. This fime we remem-
bered there are effective ways to deal
with irresponsible actions. The Commu-
nists understand this language. The
American people will applaud. Hopefully,
this is a sign of new policies and new
concern for America’s world stature.

. America now can hold its head high
- again. i

s e

 House for 1 minute, to revise and extend

May 15, 1975

FORD BOOSTS AMERICAN MORALE

(Mr. YOUNG of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and

15 and include extraneous mat—-  extend his remarks.)

?éii;'ema.r Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,

bamz. Mr, President Ford’s bold and courageous
S l‘fgerE?"lefy ::ouéd :f. our coun-  8ction in sending Marines to retrieve the
trx;e and our President today. When ‘the Mayaguez and her crew from the Com-
chips were down, we did not shirk our re- munist pirates has given American mo-

nsibility in & time of crisis. rale a much-needed shot in the arm.
spoThe President did a superb job of deal- For too long, we have suffered the in-
‘ing with & very tense situation concern- gi)gre!?;;%a;:rmwd on our Nation by
ing the Cambodian seizure of the Maya~ For too long, we have exercised a di-
uez. diplomatic avenue, €,

lgaut w%gnngggs:v:fr};nues turped out to Plomatic and military restraint in the

be deadend streets, he moved decisively face of repeated provocation, a restraint

.which has weakened our global image
with a restrained use of our military and our national pride in being the
forces to protect American lives and leader of the free world.
property. ’ _For too long, we have been forced to

1t grieves me that American lives were  sit helplessly by as our ships, our men,
jost in this operation, but do not tell me  our properties have been seized by others.
that there might have been a better way.

President Ford has at last drawn the
Let us have no Monday morning quarter-  line. He has made it clear to the rest of
backs on this one. The time came whenn  the world that we have had enough, and
a. show of strength was required and  that we will no longer iolerate these ag-
President Ford did not flinch. He dis-  gressions against our Nation.
played on our behalf a national resolve to By acting swiftly and decisively, he

take swift and appropriate action. If has retrieved not only the Mayaguez,

THE “MAYAGUEZ” AFFAIR

(Mr. EDWARDS of Alabama asked
and was given permission to address the

. Vietnam was a low point for the United but also our national pride. He has re-

States, then the recapturing of the May-
aguez and the saving of all its crew is
certainly the first step on the road back. mation willing to stand up for itself and

Someone has referred to the tyranny  its citizens.
of the weak and the weakmess of The _ 1 applaud tne FPresident 1ornis acuen,
strong. Its easy for a small upstart of & and say that I am always proud to be
country to flex its tiny muscle and at- an American, but today for some reason,
tempt to inflict damage and embarrass- that feeling is just a little something
ment on a powerful country like the extra.
United States. It is not so easy for the “
strong nation to respond in a firm but
measured way.

I think we met the test. We could _haye
acted like a helpless giant, as we did in
the Pueblo affair, or we could have blown
Cambodia off the face of the earth. I be-
lieve President Ford's strong, d_emswe,
and prompt response was appropriate for
the situation and he should be com-~
mended for his sound judgment.

stored confidence in the United States
as the greatest Nation in the world, a
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THE “MAYAGUEZ” AFFAIR

(Mr. GOLDWATER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr. Speaker, the
Congress should be proud of the way in
which President Ford has handled the
Mayaguez hijacking. His firm, measured
response to an obviously illegal act that
threatened the freedom on the seas was
most appropriate. The credibility of the
United States was at stake in this affair.
Dilatory action by the United States
clearly could have led to another Pueblo-
type debacle,

I am especially relieved that all 39
crewmen of the Mayaguez were safely
recovered. The faith and confidence of
their families and loved ones have. been
rewarded. And, their safe recovery was
accomplished in a manner in which the
entire Nation can be proud.

It is a sad commentary that the re-
covery of our crew and vessel seized in
an act of piracy cost the lives of two U.S.
marines and resulted in several ecasual-~
ties. The Marines have long been proud
+ of their “first in, last out” tradition. They
again lived up to that tradition and dem-
onstrated that in the defense of liberty
and freedom they are always willing to
pay the necessary price. Purther, the ac-
tions of the Navy and Air Force made
the recovery of the ship and crew pos-
sible and clearly minimized the risks and
loss of life throughout the entire oper-
ation

President Ford’s actions have clearly
demonstrated that the recent events in
Vietnam are not indicative of a general
loss of American courage and determina-
tion. His decisiveness has reinforced the
international credibility of the United
States. It is to his credit that the entire
operation was balanced, timely, and ap-
propriate. I commend him for his han-
dling of the whole incident.

IT IS GREAT TO BE AN AMERICAN

(Mr. MONTGOMERY asked and was
given permission to address the House for
1 minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. MONTGOMERY, Mr, Speaker, it

is great to be an American.

My congratulations to President Ford
and the U.S. military for this necessary
successful military operation.

Let other nations around the world

take notice that America is still strong-

and will stand up for what is right.

I offer my condolences to the family
and loved ones of those Americans who
lost their lives.

“THE “MAYAGUEZ" AFFAIR

(Mr. SISK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1" min-
ute, to revise and extend his remarks and
include extraneous matter.)

Mr. SISK. Mr. Speaker, I wish to lend
my full support to President Ford in the
actions he authorized to free the Ameri-
can merchant ship Mayaguez which was
seized by the new Cambodian regime.

Mr. Ford acted with deliberation, yet
with boldness and firmness in freeing the
ship and protecting its crewmembers. His
actions should be clear evidence to all in
the world that this'Nation is prepared
to protect its citizens and its property.

At 3 time when many are questioning
the resolve of American foreign pelicy
or its willingness to stand up to its ag-
gressors, Mr. Ford did not hesitate to
place the full military weight of this Na-
tion behind a decision which was right
and proper.

There should be no doubt in anyone's
mind that this Nation will not be pushed
around, and that we are prepared fo use
whatever force is necessary to protect
American lives and property.

I commend the President, and I think
we all owe him our thanks.

As one of the authors of the War
Powers Act, I was deeply pleased o see
that Mr. Ford complied fully with the
act by keeping Congress competely aware
of all actions taken to free the Mayaguez
and its crewmembers.

The President apnd. the TS, frmed
Forces acted boldly and in the best in-
terests of this country, We should stand
behind them.

-

May 15, 1975

THE NEED TO BE PREPARED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Texas (Mr. GoNzaLEZ) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, during
the past couple of days we have had once
again a dramatic reminder of the need
to be prepared. It is a lesson we seem in-
credibly prone to forget—despite Pearl
Harbor, despite the lightning emergency

* of the Yom Kippur war, and despite even

the most recent emergency at ses, in-
volving the ship Mayaguez. That incident

+ is not even over yet, as we debate this

bill.

What all these emergencies prove, and
what we can never forgef, is that we do
not have the time to gear up and get
ready for action. There is no time for
planning, for a leisurely preparation. Our
military forces have to be ready, willing,
and able to act in an emergency. What
is more—and even more important, we
have to be able to maintain action. We
have to have not only etrength to act, but
strength to continue fo aci, for as long ax
need be, to protect our people and ow

_interests, wherever they are challenged

Yet, I see in this bill a less than ade-
quate response to that kind of need.
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ALEXANDER SENDS TELEGRAM "TO
PRESIDENT FORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
“man from Arkansas (Mr. ALEXANDER) Is
recognized for 5 minutes.
Mr, ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, yes~

terday I sent the following telegram to
President Ford:
The Honorable GeraLp R. FOrD,
The President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR M=. PresmENT: I applaud your efforts
' to protect the rights of American vessels to
safe transit on the high seas. Our allies and
adversaries alike must be assured that the

United States will defend the lives and prop- ‘

erty of Americans.

'Safety of world commerce is vital to the
U.S. as well as other nations and acts of
piracy must be met with appropriate force to
discourage a continued deterioration of giobal
stability.

Sincerely, )
- BiLt, ALEXANDER,
BMember of Congress.

PRESIDENT FORD'S COURAGEOUS
DECISION

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Under &
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from Wisconsin (Mr. ZaBLocgy) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZABLOCKI. Mr. Speaker, the
seizure of the American merchant ship,
the Mayaguez, by a Cambodian navsal
vessel earlier this week, was a reprehen-
sible and serious violation of interna-
tional law. As a result of this provoca-
tion, the situation over the last few days
has indeed been tense, sensitive, and
serious. Wisdom and prudence was on
the side of acting with ca,ution and yet
with firmness.

I 'commend President Ford and our
Nation’s leaders for making the coura-

- geous decision to retrieve the seamen

and the freighter, Mayaguez, albeii a
calculated risk was involved. It is with
pride and appreciation that I join im
praise and congratulations®o-our troops
for the valor and courage they have
demonstrated in the operation. We are
especially pleased that the ship’s entire
crew was rescued, including a fellow
‘Wisconsinite, Mr. Salvatore Puntillo. X
join with his family and friends in the
Joy of his safe release. )

At the same time, we sincerely regref
the loss of any U.S. Marines and those
injured in the operation, and join in
sympathy to their loved ones. The Amer-
ican people are greatly indebted to and
sraielul for thelr sacrifice.

It.1s our sincere hope that this bold
and successful action will prove to be 2
lasting deterrent against future similar
acts of piracy and other potential vigla~
tions of international law.

Regrettable as were the circumstances
necessitating this reasoned use of foree,
one clearly positive aspect of the situa-
#ion is that the worth of the war powers
resolution has once again been demon-
strated. Among other considerations, the
President has properly filed a prompl
report appropriately in compliance with
section 4(a) (1), While such a 4(a) (1)

-report would normally activate the sec~

tion 5 and succeeding “congressional ac—
tion” procedures of the resolution, the
fact that our troops are disengaged {rom
the situation makes that s moot poini.
However, if such congressional followuzp
action were in order, I, for one, would
vote in favor of a resolution supporting
the President’s action.

May 15, 1975

AMERICA CAN BE PROUD

{Mr. BAUMAN asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the REcory.)

Mr. BAUMAN, Mr, Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s handiling of the selzure by Cam-
bodia of the American merchant ship
Mayaguez has been in marked contrast
to the way similar incidents have been
handled in the past. After giving diplo-
matic negotiations a reasonable oppor-
tunity to work, we went in with a well-
planned, well-executed military opera-
tion, and successfully took back the ship
and its crew. This success have given
many of us a renewed pride in the United
States, a pride which it has sometimes
been difficult to feel in the recent past.
Believe me, Mr. Speaker, it feels good to
be proud of your country.

Compared to the vacillation which fol-
lowed the capture of the Pueblo by North
Korea, the decisiveness with which Presi-
dent Ford acted to retrieve the Mayaguez
is commendable. In a world which had
ample reason to doubt the will of the
United States to protect its own Interests,
the President has demonstrated that we
will not tolerate piracy of our ships or
kidnapping of our citizens. One shudders
to think what the consequences might
have been had the President not acted
quickly. I am grateful that he did so.

Perhaps this decisiveness will be a
turning poinf in American dealing with

other sountriss, Our decipe for détente

" and disenigagenient has led somie people

to wonder whether we were on our way to
becoming patsies for the world. Hopefully
the resolve and decisiveness displayed in
the Mayaguez incident will soon be re-
flected iin the way we approach such
problems as Cuba, the Panama Canal,
Portugal, and relations wth other Com-~
munist countries.

For the U.S. Marines who conducted
this successful operation I have nothing
but admiration and congratulations.
Their courage under fire validates the
proud tradition of the Marines as some
of the finest fighting men in the world.
The U.S. Navy is also to be congratulated
for its outstandingly skillful handling of
a difficult situation.

Thank you, Mr. President. All Ameri-.
cans can hold their heads ju.st & litle
higher today.



May 15, 1975

WORLD COﬁRT SHOULD SETTLE
LEGAL ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
‘man from Ilinois (Mr. FINDLEY) is rec=
ognized for 5 minutes.

“Mr. FINDLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rejoice .

in the success of President Ford's action
which led to the rescue of both.the ship
and crew off Cambodia.

The action entailed great risk but at |

stake was a great principle—freedom of
the seas. If the United States, as one of

the two world superpowers, had equivo-

cated in dealing with this act.of piracy,
the safety of all ships at sea would have
been jeopardized.

In my opinion, the President acted.
entirely within his constitutional author-—

ity. He is called by history, tradition, and
the Constitution to use military force to
a reasonable extent to protect U.S. lives
abroad. Considering what was at stake in
terms of principle, the use he made of
military force was reasonable.

The -President could wisely take a
further step related to this incident. He
could give even greater standing to the
principle of freedom of the seas, and the
underlying concept of the rule of law not
force in international affairs by inviting
Cambodia to join the United States In
placing any and all legal issues which
may arise in connection with the inci-
dent before the International Court of
-Justice at the Hague for adjudication.

The United States should offer in ad-

svance W aosepl i Judgaieub of the

i court.

+ Cambodia has already made allega~
tions against the United States of es-
pionage, provocative action, violation of

territorial rights. No doubt Communist
propaganda mills will grind out other
charges. The world will be waiching to
see how we respond.

" By inviting Cambodia to join in let-

ting the Court settle all such issues, our
-Government would effectively disarm its
critics.

The United States is the world’s fore-~
most exponent of the rule of law. Here
is an opportunity for the Uniled States
to prove it means what it says.

The rescue was an exercise in power,
gnd, in my view, a prudent one. The re-
ferral to the Court would raise the issue
to &n even higher plane and prospect.
It could open a new era in which dis-
putes between even the greatest and
smallest of powers are settled ultimately
by the spplication of legal principles
and conventions,

For all these reasons, I have trans-
mitted this recommendation to the ap-
propriate officials in the State Depart-
ment.
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WELL DONE

(Mr. FASCELL asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include ex-
traneous matter.)

Mr. FASCELL. Mr. Speaker, President
Ford and the officers and men who
planned, participated in and executed
the successful operation to rescue the U.S.
vessel Mayaguez and its crew are to be
congratulated on a job well dene. The
task and the decisions that had to be
made were exceptionally difficuit. The
success achieved demonstrates clearly
the resolution and ability of the United
States to respond reasonably and efiec-
tively to dangerous and unanticipated
events.

It is reassuring to know that at the
decisionmaking level the legally consti-
tuted mechanism for crisis management,
the National Security Council, met fre-
quently. From their deliberations it
would appear that under severe pressure
only carefully considered action was ap-
proved. This should help resiore con-
fidence in the integrity and effectiveness
of our governmental mechanism for
crisis management—confidence which
had been severely eroded.

As from any event there may be some
lessons which we should learn from this
incident. Among issues which should be
pursued more fully in my judgment are:

The effectiveness of our mechanism

‘for evaluating potential dangers %o our

merchant marine and the speed with
which appropriate warnings are issued
ana. protection provided,

Mutual obligations of the United
States and Thailand in the-situation and
the impact of our operation on our lIong
term policy interests in the area.

The adequacy and timeliness for Pres-
idential-congressional consuliationz be-
fore and during periods of crisis.

It is my intention as chairman of the
International Political and Military Af-.
fairs Subcommibtee to pursue each of
these matters. First, I intend $o azX the
General Accounting Office to study the
adequacy of our system for protesting
our mariners and minimizing the danger
of future incidents like the one imvolv-
ing the Mayaguez. Second, the subeom-~
mittee will hold hearings following the
Memorial Day recess on U.S. policy in
the Far East and explore among ether

questions the issue of the impliestions -

of our actions for Thailand. Third, it Is

my intention to work with botk the -

House leadership and the While Eouse
to reach a clearer mutual undersiand-
ing of what is meant by consuliziions
before and durlng foreign pelicy esises;
who should be included in such conslta-
tions and what mechanisms, # any,
should be formally constituted to facili-
tate cooperation, trust, and undersiand-
ing between the President and the €on-
gress which are vital in a momeni of
crisis.



THE RETRIEVAL OF THE MAYAGUEZ

*Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. Mr. President,
in respect of the military operation which
took place yesterday and last night in-
volving the retrieval of the U.S.-flag ves-
sel the Mayaguez, I congratulate the
President of the United States on the
firmness with which he acted. I express
my great pride in the Marines and in the
various services that participated in the
operation, and my gratitude that the
operation was successful.

I also express my pride in the American
people for the unity of support which

they demonstrated in regard to this

crisis.

IN PRAISE OF THE PRESIDENT
" AND THE ARMED FORCES

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, today is
one of those moments in history when all
Americans should lay aside political con-
siderations, and stand united in praise
of those gallant men of our armed serv-
ices who have demonstrated to the world
that the United States has not discarded
1ts sense ol Louuk. :

The full details of the retrieval of a
merchant ship, fiying the U.S. flag, are
not yet available. But we do know that

. America, in the finest traditions of a
nation born in courage, honor, and self-
respect, has met the challenge of an ar-
rogant and unlawful seizure of property
and U.S. citizens. The ship and its crew
are on the way home. -~

Early reports indicate that there may

have been casualties among the Ameri-
can Marines sent to retrieve the ship
and its crew. If that sad report is true,
then this Senator extends his deepest
sympathy to their families. But to all of
the gallant men involved in this episode,
I offer the heartfelt gratitude of what I
am confident is the vast majority of
Americans who yet realize the value of
national honor.

So, Mr. President, let me say again
_ that this is a day to lay aside partisan
politics, and extend a hand of gratitude
and admiration to the President of the
United States, who faced this crisis with
courage and wisdom. He will be remem-
bered in history for his conduct in this
difficult episode. I, for one, am very proud
of him today.

\

- Senate

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 1975

(Legislative day of Monday, April 21, 1975%

THE NEED FOR A STRONG DEFERSE

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I thank
my distinguished friend. I congratulaie

_him upon his statement. I congratulate

him on his forthright position for tihe
defense of -the country.

I believe in the light of our disaster im
Vietnam and other world factors thsd
we should put as first priority improving
and strengthening the defense of the
United States of America. I believe thai
will save lives. I believe it will prevemsf
war.

If the Senator will yield further, I joim
him in commending the President of the
United States for his action in refer-
ence to the piracy by Cambodia of seiz-
ing a ship and American citizens on the
high seas. The courageous and decisive
action by President Ford will do maore
for the cause of liberty around the world
than all of the diplomatic negotiations
and conferences that have been held i

_the last few years and will be held im

the next few years. -
We have a responsibility not to be tie

world’s bully but to be strong enough .

se wg oro respected. The nations of the
world will respond to the United States
when they realize what our position
that it is sound and unwavering, and that
they can depend upon it.

I do not suggest—in fact, I would -ap-
pose—any idea that the United States
should go fo war to correct every wromg
around the world. We cannot do it. Baf
we should never lend our influence to =n
injustice, and we should be strong enough
so that when we take a position e
freedom-loving people and the strong na-
tions around the world will line up with
us 4

No one likes to bet on a losing haome.
No one likes to buy stock in a compamy
that is headed for bankruptcy. If we
want ours, and if we want to preserve fie
_peace of the world, we had better not ke
totally devoted to destroying our deferse
and adding to the welfare state, becams
if we do we will not have any liberty to
enjoy.

The time has come for us to have a
defense system that will give free men
confidence everywhere, knowing that it
will never be used to start a war, but will
always be used in the cause of peace.

Again I commend my distinguished oml-
league, and I commend the President of
the United States.

Historians will draw contrasts betwesn
this recent seizure and the selzure of e
Pueblo. 1 shall not propose to do that. T
will be done, History wil ¥ 1
dict of what kind of actior
peace, save lives, and stre: fhe
United States and freedom around fhe
world.

Mr. CRANSTON.

1 join with the Senator from Nebraska
{Mr. CurTis) -in supporiing the firm and
resolute action taken yesterday by Presi-
dent Ford in saving the lives of American
citizens in the Cambodian incident and
in retrieving the American ship which
was seized on the high seas by the Cam-~
bodain Government. |

President Ford was faced with a very
difficult decision. I think the action he
took was appropriate, and one which is
in the best interests of the United States.
I commend the President.
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DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY

‘Mr. TOWER. Mr. President, I think it
is fortuitous that this day was selected
by those of us who want to discuss de-
fense and foreign policy in the wake of
what has happened in Southeast Asia
relative to the piratical act of the seizure
of an unarmed American merchant ves-
sel.

At the outset, I should like to say that
I think the President acted with resolve,
and acted expeditiously. I think if he had
waited any appreciable amount of time
longer the situation might have been
such that we could not have retrieved
this American vessel nor extricated its
Crew.

I am sure that the action of the Presi-

dent will receive the approbation of the -

American people. The immediate reac-
tions I have gotten from my own State
have been favorable.

I am also pleased to note that there
has been a favorable bipartisan reaction
on the part of Members of Congress. I
think this is what we would expect of any
President, be he Democrat or Republican,
and I hope that in the eyes of the rest of
the world this enhances confidence in
the United States to react, and to react
expeditiously, to a situation of this kind.

I think the President's actions will go
a long way in restoring confidence on the
part of our allies in the will and deter-
mination of the United States and at
once convince our adversaries that we
will not be lightly pqshed‘ around.

Mr. GARN:

That there is today a widely perceived
military imbalance is shown, I believe, by
the action of the Cambodian Govern-
ment in seizing a merchant ship belong~
ing to a U.S. corporation. I am not talk-
ing about the domino theory—which
must surely be established as a fact by
now—but about the very real destabili-
zation which has taken place in Scuth-
east Asia following our withdrawal, and
in other parts of the world. The fact is
that unless some action is taken imme-
diately to redress the imbalance, we can
expect to see many more cases of ad-
venturous nations “biting the tiger's
tail,” as Senator BUCKLEY puts it. Under
these eircumstances it is essential that
we give clear signals to the rest of the

world, and that we give them immedi-
ately. I am pleased that the President
has taken such decisive action in the
ease of the Cambodian act of piracy
with an American ship. This is certainly
a clear and unmistakable signal to the
world that we will not be pushed around
by anyone.

In Europe, our signal should be un-
equivocal that any force reductions will
be carried out only in accordance with
the principal of balance so long insisted
upon by the entire NATO alliance. That
allinnce is facing critical strains at the
present time, and we should carefully
avoid any-unilateral or bilateral action
which would increase those strains.

On the larger scale, we need to ap-
proach internatianal diplomatic situs-
tions with more realism, and less of the
naive idealism which has characterized
our dealings with Communist nations in
recent years.

Mr. GARN. Mr. President, I am very
pleased at the action of the President of
the United States in the Cambodian sit-
uation. He certainly has given a clear
signal to the world that we are not go-
ing to continue to allow our tail to be
bitten. I am pleased that he did send in
the troops. I am pleased that the ship
and the American crew members have
been rescued.

I hope that the Cambodians and ﬂ?e
other Communists in Southeast f'ssxa
know that we are not going to contirue

to put up with it; that we are not going
to back down; that if they do noi stop
it and leave us alone, we are EOINE to
step on them with a big, heavy fool. I
am very pleased at what has transpived
in the last 24 hours.

May 15, 1975

THE SEIZURE OF THE “MAYAGUEZ"

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I have
some prepared.remarks, but before I re-
fer to them, I will take this occasion to
commend the President of the United
States for the action he has taken in the
last few days with reference to the very
serious problem that arose in Cambodia.

On May 12, the day before yesterday, I
sent a telegram to the President of the
United States. I told him I did not think
any reason existed for us to tolerate the
act perpetrated by Cambodia against the
American men and the American vessel.

I urged him, as Commander in Chief,
to take whatever steps were necessary
to retrieve the ship and our men.

I further indicated to him that if any-
thing was needed from Congress to sup-
port his action, this. Senator was ready
to act.

I indicated in that telegram that fur-
ther delay appeared to risk the lives of
American merchant marines and to erode
the international integrity of America’s
traditional freedom of the seas, that this
could lead only to continued harassment
and challenge to America’s position ss
leader of the free world.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have the telegram printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the tele-
gram was ordered to be printed in the
REecosp, as follows:

[Telegram]

. Maxy 13, 1875.
The PerameaT

The White House,
_ Washington, D.C.

Mr. President: No reason exists for the
United States to tolerate the act of piracy
perpetrated by Cambodia against American
men and an American vessel. I urge you as
Commander-in-Chief to take whatever steps
are necessary to retrieve the ship and ocur
men, If anything is needed irom Congress
to support your action, this Senator is ready

to act. Further delay appears to risk the
lives of American merchant marines and
erode the international integrity of Amer-
ica’s traditional freedom of the seas. This
can only lead to continued harassment and
challenge to Amerjca’s position as leader
of the Free World. -
PerE V. DOMENICIE,
U.S. Senator.
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A RED-LETTER DAY IN THE OFFI-
CIAL LIFE OF PRESIDENT FORD

Mr. HARRY P. BYRD, JR. Mr. Presi-
dent, in the judgment of the senior
Senator from Virginia, Wednesday,
May 14, 1975, was a red-letter day in
the official life of President Gerald Ford.

The Senator from Virginia earlier
commended President Ford for his firm
and resplute action in refrieving an
American ship which had been taken
over on the high scas. I commended him
for his action in saving the lives of 40
American crewmen. . ) ;

If the President had temporized, if
those crewmen had been taken to Cam-
bodia, it would have been very difficult

or impossible to have saved them if the

Cambodian Government was determined
that they would not be saved.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE
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A REESTABLISHMENT OF
INTEGRITY i

Mr. BROCK. Mr, President, I appreci-
ate the generosity of the Senator from
Idaho.

I would like to associate myself with
the remarks of the Senator from Wyo-
ming. I appreciate his candor and his

-courage in speaking forth. I thoroughly
agree with what he has had to say. I must
say that I woke up this morning with a
prayer of thanksgiving for the President
of the United States. I believe he took
an enormously courageous step in re-

establishing the integrity of this Nation.

after it has been much battered in recent
weeks and years. I, for one, want to say
that I not only appreciate his courage
and his leadership, but I am deeply
grateful that that man was in that of-
fice at that particular time to act in
the interest of the American people.
We simply must learn the lesson of
history. We have a talent for forgetting
it. We made a horrible and unforgiv-
able mistake about 6 years ago when
another naval ship of the United States
was seized. We lacked the ability, the will

or whatever to respond. As a result, we
had a major breach of our national se-
curity that has damaged this country
extensively and will continue to do so
in years to come,

This time we acted in a different
fashion. National security was not in-
¥olved in the direct sense of the ship, But
national security was very much involved
in the sense that this Nation is the only
thing that stands between mankind and
the return to the dark ages of slavery. It
is about time we knew that, because the
rest-of the world understands it and un-
derstands it very clearly, both friend and
foe alike.

A sense of relief has swept not only
the people of the United States but the
people of the free world at the reasser-
tion of American will, integrity, and
principle. It is a remarkable and re-
freshing thing to behold. I believe the
President deserves our thanks and our
prayers for his continued efforts in this
regard. y %

I know the families of 39 or 40 men
feel this way, but I think 220 million
Americans feel the same way. I appre-
ciate it.

I do belleve there is one lesson to be
learned, and that is this: We have al-
lowed the lapse of our national security
forces to the point where we counld very
quickly, in the next few years, come into
fundamental jeopardy. We might not
have saved those men. It was very close
&s to whether or not the Coral Sea snd
the attendant naval vessels could get
there in time to save not just the ship,
because that was not consequentizl, but
40 American lives, to act In the interest
of American nationals wherever they
wieht be, .

We have allowed our Navy to become
much weakened. We are at the lowest
level of funding since 1951. I% is about
time somebody stopped talking about
the increase in defense expenditures
when we have had an absolute reduction
in those expenditures for the last 5 con-
secutive years in constant dollars. That
is a dangerous course to take. It is dan-
gerous not just in Southeast Asia, but it
is dangerous worldwide. If you want to
look at a tinderbox, look o the Middie
East where the 6th Fleet may be the
only reason this country has not been
involved in & war in that particular
area. We were there when we had 1o be
there, and we had the forces to be sure
that other people were not there.

We do not have to look back before
1973 to remember the instance when the
Soviet Union threatened to move in and
the President decided as how they might
have to climb over the 6th Fleet. They
decided that was too high a mountain

* to climb.

Meaybe we need to understand in this
small instance just how essential the
capacity for response to the national se-
curity is in an uncertain world. I hope
and pray that the Congress will recon-
sider some of its actions to reduce not
just our research and development,
which I was discussing with the Senator
from Ghio, but the hardware, the muscle,
of our ability to maintain the peace.
That is the fundamental question—not

how to engage in war but how {6 niain-
tain the pezce. You do it through
strength, through integrity, through ac-
tion on principle rather than expediency.
That is what the President of the United
States demonstrated with great clarity
in the last 24 hours. I, for ohe, am hum=
bly and deeply grateful that we had a
man of his Integrity and capability in
that office in these hours. For myself, I
Bwant to ‘extend my gratitude-to. him.

§.

)
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PRESIDENT FORD ACTS IN “MAYA=
GUEZ” RECOVERY WITH EFFEC-
TIVE RESULTS

'Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, on.
Tuesday morning, May 13 I released the

following statement, as follows:

The seizure of the Mayeguez by the
Cambodians is an act of piracy, as correctly
described by President Ford. I support his
instruction to the State Department to de-
mand the immediate .release of the ship
which files the flag of the United States.

Until ‘all the facts surrounding the selzure

are Enown, I do not advocate a particular’

“course of action. However, sggressive diplo-
“matic efforts to secure release of the vessel
_and her crew must be pursued.

+Mr, President, on this morning, 1 re-
Jeased a second statement, as follows:

Americans approve of the successful re-
covery of the Mayagucz and its crew. I be-
lieve President Ford acted properly-and tha.t

the military operation was necessary.
Our President has exercised his -consti-

tutional -authority with effective results.
i' &

S
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'THE RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE
IN AMERICA

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. President, millions
of Americans today are proud of the
courageous correct action President Ford
has taken to retrieve the Mayaoguez. This
has done more-to restore confidence in
‘Washington end to repair the tarnished
image of America worldwide than any
event of the past year.

This country is solidly behind the
President. The effect of that action has
been to reestablish in significant degree
world respect for the United States.

Mr. President, without the strong de-
Iense establishment maintained by the
United States, it would have been im-
possible to even contemplate retrieving
the Mayaguez by force. If the United
States were not the most powerful nation
in the world, the President would not
have been able to make the decision he
did to take positiye action,” ss con-
fidently or as expeditiously as he did.
Obviously, no other nation stood ready
to come to the rescue of the Mayaguez.
The world knows that this is a powerful
nation that views power as an obligation
and not a privilege, and that has been
pointed out a number of times on this
floor today already. This is a Nation
that does not abuse the power it has. The
‘President could, because we have this
power, with great confidence, order the
action necessary to retrieve this Amer-
ican -vessel, without fear of interven-
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tion by those who have chosen to aliy
themselves with the new, reckless and
naive Government of Cambodia. The
Moyaguez incident is further strong
evidence against ever allowingthe United
States of America to become -a second-
rate military power.

I would like to take his occasion to
compliment the distinguished Senator
from Ohio for calling attention, specif-
ically, to some of the illusions that I
think all too many Americans suffer in
these days Those illusions are believing,
without facts to back the beliefs, that all
is well, despite the fact that, in terms of
real dollars, we have been cutting back
on the military budgets of our country,

. in my opinion, for all too long.

Congress—and only Congress—can in-
sure that America remains No. 1.

The President has the constitutional
responsibility as commander in chief to
see to the national security, We applaud
slong with Americans all over this coun-
try today—President Ford for his ability
to act resolutely, courageously and quick-
ly. In the long run, this kind of affirma-
tive action will enhance world peace and
promote respect for the rights of others,

America, by virtue of this action in
Cambodia, serves notice on the rest of
the world that we have been misjudeged
badly should our withdrawal from Indo-
china be thought indicative of a failure
to stand for principle throughout the
world.

The retaking of the Mayaguez and the

recovery of its entire crew is the kind of
definitive aption, as o1l military histors
has proved time and again, that saves
lives, makes less likely the possibility of
war, and encourages respect far ihe
rights of others.

Mr. President, I have been somewhai

_disturbed and saddened by some reporis

that came across in the media this morn-
ing of criticism of the President for not
having consulted sufficiently with the
leadership of the Congress. I have heard
in recent days and weeks that there are
those in this body and in the other body,
and I think it includes people on both
sides of the aisle, who have position
papers prepared that anticipate the
President’s actions on significant issues
that he will have to face so as to be
ready with an immediate response 1o
matter which side of an issue he comes
down on, criticizing him and trying teo
undercut the leadership that he has
displayed.

I do not know whether that is true or
not. I could not state, as far &8s my
personal knowledge is concerned, that it
is true. Bui I say, Mr. President, as I
read and follow what takes place, and
the criticisms that are made from time
to time by people who first attack the
President from the right, and then from
the left, it seems to me that there &
some rather compelling evidence to in-

on, and T mueat
it could be, Tamn

O ;e

SCen

1
te a lack b
edication snd a lack of com-
iiment to opr country that ought to
come first

I believe, Mr. President, that putting
such a high priority on personal political
considerations does not serve our Nation
well. We could all serve America better.
In the long run it would be smarter poli-
ties, though I am certainly in no position
to advise my colleagues as to the astute-
ness of a particular political position. But
I do not think the typical American is as
uncomprehending or as easily misled or
deceived as some people seemingly con-
clude he is by virtue of the statements
that they make.

These are tough times. They are times
when we all know by virtue of the tragedy
that occurred in Indochina, that Amer-
ica, more effectively to discharge the
leadership role which it has, needs to
have, first, a restoration of confidence
in the minds of Americans in the leader-
ship of America. Second, we need, as one
people, to reassert the kind of decisive
action, the ability to reach a conclusion
and to take a course of action, that will
command the respect and admiration of
the rest of the world.

I am lecturing no one in particular,
Mr. President. But I hope that despite
the impending 1976 Presidential elec-
tions, it could be understood, that the
‘more than 200 million Americans at-
home, in every hamlet and city of_ this
country, want to have this country’s
actions and this country’s future placed
first and above every other consideration.
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. FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL
DEFENSE

M_r. S’I‘OIYE. Mr. President, under the
iHusion of détente with China, our Presi-
dent asked for accord and interven-
:igg u;l f};:e the Mayaguez and its crew;

what our country heard in res

wan a thunderous silence. e

or us to rely on the good will of Soviet
adversaries in the face of repeated inci-
deqts worldwide and over recent years
indicating with total clarity an attempt
tig wegkbeln téle free world or the West will

variably be seized upon to the

of folly on our part. height. -
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IMPROVEMENT AND STRENGTHEN-
ING OF THE DEFENSE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I am
happy to join with my colleagues this
morning in speaking out for the improve-

ment and strengthening of the defense
of the United States.

What would have happened in the last
few days if the United States had not had
the equipment, the weapons, and the
trained manpower to compel Cambodia
to return not only a vessel but 41 citizens
of America? - ;

I raise my voice in praise of President
Gerald Ford. He is a much bigger man
around the world today than he has ever

“been in his life because he has shown
leadership, he has been positive, he has
been firm, he has served the cause of
peace. He put an end to aggression, and
he has served notice upon a world that
is discouraged about what happened in
Vietnam, and many of them about to
lose confidence in America, and now
they know that America is not through,
that America does not fzll on its knees
and surrender to communism.

President Gerald Ford acted in the
interest of the people. He acted in the
interest of saving lives. It was success-
ful. Millions of thoughtful and patrictic
people throughout the United States will
applaud what he has done.

Free people around the world will ap-
prove and many enslaved people, like-

-wase, wiil appiaud, because they aay:
“Here is 8 nation that stands for some-
thing.” : gl

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC VITALLY IM-
PORTANT TO AMERICA’S NATION-
AL SECURITY AND ECONOMIC
WELL-BEING

Mr. FONG.

Who now can truthfully say it does
not matter to us in America whether all
of Southeast Asia zoes Communist. We
did not have these incidents when Cam-
bodia, Laos, and South Vietnam had re-
gimes friendly to America.

I am relieved that President Ford’s
prompt and vigorous action brought
about the safe release of the crew and
recovery of our merchant ship, the
Mayaguez, and also the release of the

Thai fishermen. I pay highest tribute to
our valiant military personnel for their
courage and their sacrifice.
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THE “MAYAGUEZ" INCIDENT

Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, the re-
ports that the Mayaguez crew and ship
have been rescued is extremely good
news. That members of our Armed
Forces perished in effecting thai rescue
brings deep sorrow not only to the fami-
lies and loved ones of these men but to
all Americans. Their death is a stark re-
minder, as if we needed another, that the

- resort to force always extracts a high
toll.

The evidence is still inconclusive as
to the exact nature of the incident. And
before intelligent evaluations can be

" made as to the wisdom of the decision to
resort to force, much more information
is needed. I state this not by way of criti-
cism of the President’s action. I, for one,
presume that it came only after a careful
evaluation of the options available. I do
believe, however, that a thorough in-
quiry into the decision to use force is in
2 order, both to provide the American peo~
ple with the relevant facts and to allow
us to determine what actions can be

taken to forestall similar events occur-(

. ring in the future.

Such an inquiry, to be truly useful, 1e-
qufres careful attention to.facts, rather
than fragmentary reports and supposi-
tions. Therefore, I have today submitted
.8 list of guestions to the Secretary of
State regarding the Mayaguez affair. I
ask unanimous consent that my letter
to the Secretary be placed in the Rcorp
at this point. ;

. The Mayaguez incident raises several
larger issues.

First, I.om sonvinoed that we -must
restore any lost credibility. And we must
do so in a much more sophisticated
manner than simply emphasizing our
military capabilities. While the latter
may be necessary under extreme circum-
stances, it cannot be allowed to assume
the.predominant position it has in the
past. Sophisticated diplomacy, a diplo-
macy indicating our recognition of our
lessened preeminence in the interna-
tional system and our inability to dic-
tate the course of history, will become
- increasingly important as we seek to
maintain the stability necessary for the
protection of our vital interests.

Second, the manner in which the
Mayaguez incident was handled by the
Executive indicates that some improve-
ment has taken place in the communica-
tion patterns between the Executive and
the Congress. Nevertheless, expressions
by some of the congrescional leadership
that they were merely informed rather
than consulted indieates that further
improvements are still needed. Moreover,
the Congress has yet to institute ade-
quate communications channels to en-
able the leadership to keep the member-
ship sufficiently informed on the general
aspects of evolving crisis situations.
While one recognizes that a certain de-
gree of confidentialily must be main-
tained, it is self-evident that a greater
degree of communication is necessary
within the Congress s w
the Congress and the Executive.

The Moyaguez incident indicates that
a respite from the entangiements of
world polities will not be forthcoming for
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our country, Our position in the worid
means that we will be called upon to
shoulder continued burdens that will tax
our sfrength and endurance.-We cannot
avoid such burdens. But we can begin to
reassess the manner in which we will re-
spond fo them and, hopefully, evolve
the capacity to limit the number of situ-
ations wherein force rather than diplo-
madcy characterizes our response.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the Recorbp a let-
ter I have addressed to the Secretary
of State today.

There being no objection, the letter was
ordered to be printed in the REcorp, as
follows: c

May 15, 1975.
Hon. HENRY A. KISSINGER,
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mg. SECRETARY: I am relieved to learn
of the successful rescue of the Mayaguez
crew and the ship. However, as you.know,
I deeply regret the deaths of several members
of the armed forces. Their deaths are one
more stark reminder that the resort to force
always has a high price.

While I presume that the decision to use
force was made after careful consideration
of all available options, I am convinced that
a thorough study must be made of the factors
that led to that decision and subsequent
events, Therefore, I would appreciate recelv-
ing an early response to the following ques-
tions:

1. Did the Mayaguez violate any territoriai
or sovereign rights of Cambodia?

2. What was the basis for our government’s
claim of the illegality of the seizure of the
Miayaguez by the Cambodians? Specifically:

8. Was the island off of which it was
seized a recognized possession of the Cam-
bodian government?

b. How far off the island was the Mayaguez
when it was selzed?

c. What are the recognized limits of ter-
ritorial control of waters off the islands in
the area?

d. Do the Cambodians claim a 12 mile
tmit?

e. Does the U.S. government recognize only
8 3-mile limit?

$. What cargo was the Mayaguez carrying
at the time of its selzure?

4. What was the port of origin.and the
destination for this specific voyage of the
Maysasguez?

5. What was the purpose of the Mayaguez's
voyage?

6. Was the Mayaguez an armed ship?

7. What hdad been the scope of our intel-
ligence gathering operations in the area
where the seizure took place? Was the Maya-
guez in any way connected with such opera-
tions?

8. Was the Mayaguez in prior contact with
the U.8. government aircraft or ships prior
to the seizure? If so, what was the extent
and nature of those contacts and for how
long had they been established prior to the
saizure?’

9. What was the specxﬁc and detailed time
frame and sequence of such events from the
point of selzure, the demand for the return
of the ship and crew, the requests for third
party help and the time of the first UB.
attack?

10. When did the United States government
first: receive notice of the seizure, and what
attempts were made at that time to com~
municate w “h Cambodian officials to register

our protest and indicate our Inteunt
do whatl wa:: necessary to obtaln the reloase
of the crew and its ship?

11, What attempts were made to obtain the

intercession of third parties including

the
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United Nations to eflect a diplomatic resolu- -
tion of the incident{? Exactly who was con-
tacted, what was requested of each, ahd what
was the timing of those contacts in relation-
ship to the decision to resort to force and
the actual use of force?

12. What, if any, communications were re-
ceived, directly or indirectly, from the Cam-
bodian government pror to their radio an- -
nouncement that they would be willing to
return the Crew and the ship? What, if any,
communications did we try to forward to
that government prior to that announce-
ment and prior to the use of force?

13. What exactly precipitated the initial
attacks on the Cambodian naval vessels?
Specifically:

a. Was there a Cambodian attempt to move
the crew or the Mayaguez after the ship
had been anchored off Tang Island?

b. How many of our reconnalssance craft
had been fired upon and hit prior to our
resort to force?

c. Were the Cambodian patrol craft that
were destroyed or disabled moving towsard
the Mayaguez when they were interdicted?

d. Had the crew of the Mayaguez been re-
moved from the Mayaguez prior to the time
we initiated our use of force?

14. What were the targets of our atiacks
on the mainland? Did our attacks serve any
immediate purpose directly related to the
rescue of the crew and the ship or were they
primarily punitive in nature?

15. What are the details regarding the
deaths and injuries of members of our armed
forces?

16. Had there been other reported meldents
of harassinent of other vessels by Cambodia
prior to the seizure of the Mayaguez? If so,
whey weren't instructions sent to all U.S. flag
vessels to divert from the area?

17. How many combat forces and how many
ships were a.ctuany involved in the rescue
operations?

15, Muw wmuy vombai {orces were 1anaea
on the Mayaguez and on Tang Island?

19. Were troops transported from Thailand
for the operation contrary to the express re-
quests of the Thai government? What com-
munications were received from the Thal
government in reference to the incident and
the potential and now actual use of U.S. bases
in Thailand as staging areas? What was the
U.S. reply to Thal requests?

20. What was the degree of resistance en-
countered on Tang Island? How much am-
munition was expended by our forces?

21. What were the number of U.S. and .
Cambodian casualties?

23. Exactly how were the crew members of
the Mayaguez recovered? Were any of them
harmed in any way? Were the crew members
released by the Cambodians or were they
actually rescued?

While my questions are many, I belleve
immediate answers will greatly facilitate the
understanding necessary to make judgments
both as to the wisdom of our response to
the immediate incident and the manner in
which we might prepare ourselves to respond
to simlilar incidents in the future. I look for-
ward to receiving your earliest reply.

Sincerely,
Epwarp W. BROOKE,
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COMMENDATION FOR THE.PRESI-
DENT IN REGAINING S§ “MAYA-
GUEZ”

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, I com-
mend President Ford for the action

taken toward regaining the SS Muayaguez-

and her crew.

I believe that the President’s conduct
in this matter was a careful mix of cau-
tion, diplomatic initiative and appro-
priate use of armed force pursuant to
an entirely lawful and desirable pur-
pose. In the wake of our disengagement
from Southeast Asia, I think that firm-

. ness particularly was required in the

face of an act of aggression directed
against an unarmed U.S. merchant ves-
sel in the course of passage on an es-

“tablished trade route. The precedent

‘established by the President’s action, I
believe, will serve the Nation well in the
difficult times ahead.

The President chose wisely and well
and, in my judgment, acted within the
scope of his constifutional and statutory
authority within the framework of the
War Powers Resolution. I believe that
the Nation and the Congress fully support

. the President’s exemplary conduct.

i

-

REMEMBERING THE CASUALTIES

AT ROH TANG ISLAND

My, GLENN. Mr. President, all Ameri-
cans share the feeling of relief and
pleasure that the Mayaguez crewmen and
ship have been rescued.

But amid the euphoria surrounding

this welcome event, it is important to -
remember that a few have died or been

wounded so that others could be rescued.

The Marines sent to the ship and
Koh Tang Island performed a very
difficult mission representing the United
States in the best “Semper Fidelis™ tradi-
tion of the corps.

‘While many families receive the good
news that loved ones are safe, others
are receiving casualty notices. It is im-
portant that we remember both groups
as we celebrate the successful conclusion
of the Mayaguez incident.
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“MAYAGUEZ” UNDERWAY

My, DOLE. Mr. President, all of us in
this body are, of course, relieved at the
news that the merchant ship Mayaguez
is, at this moment, underway on its own
power, manned by its own crew.

The fact that America will act with
measured force and in timely fashion
to insure the safety of her citizens has
been asserted once again by the bravery,
and the sacrifice, of U.S. military. We
are all saddened by the news of casual-
ties among the Marines who went in to

the small island of Koh Tang to rescue
the crew. Our sympathies extend to their

families and friends and to their com-
rades in arms, and no words of gratitude
any of us can summon would measure
up to the debt each of us owes to these
brave men,

!‘00 EARLY FOR GENERALIZATION

Mr. President close as we are to the
disappointing concluslon to our long in-
volvement in Southeast Asia, it is too
soon to attempt any major generaliza-
tions about the impact of this incident
on the way in which other nations view
the United States. I am hopeful that it
will help erase any doubts that may have
arisen about American resolve to use

~ force when force is required and justi-
_fed to protect American interests. :

I believe it has done much to allay

* any misgivings that. may have been en-
tertained in this country or elsewhere

about any of the recent congressional
acoions o limil Presiaential abiily w
respond in an emergency. The President
did respond. He did so and at the same
time consulted with Congress and made
such reports as required under the legis-
lat‘i;on passed in 1973, the War Powers
Act.

I will admit, too, Mr. President, that it
is a good and an accustomed feeling to
find near unanimity among my col-
leagues for the first time since the early
days of my experience in the Congress,
over an American use of military force,

‘however limited it may have been.

Though there seems to be an irreduci-
ble minimum of my colleagues who are
prepared to criticize any asserfive action
this country may take in defense of its
own interests, and who do so now in re-
gard to this action, the overwhelming
majority of American citizens from all
walks of life, have shown enthusiasm
in their support for these actions.

FORD MOVED DELIBERATELY

I believe President Ford did what he
had to do. He moved deliberately after
trying diplomacy first. But the first mili-
tary engagements, which most of us
learned about early yesterday, were moti-
vated by the need to prevent the frans-
fer of the American crew membet's to the
Cambodian mainland. Any delay or over-
cautiousness in that decision would have
led to far greater complications. With
Americans on the mainland, the analogy
to the Pueblo situation would have been
complete and our ability to take effec-
tive action to secure their release would
have been severely restricted.

Only timely, prudent and firm action
by the President in consultation with the
National Security Council and the Con-

- gress prevented the repetition of that

situation which would have been a trag-
edy for he crewmen and an embarrass-
ment for the Nation. ’

AMERICA’S RESPONSE TO THREAT

Mr. President, this was one, rather iso-
lated and in some people’s mind perhaps
a minor incident. But in my view, it is
an example of how America must re-
spond to any threat to her own inferest.
‘We cannot allow ourselves to be at the
mercy of the whims and vagaries of small
nations that may entertain illusions
about our will or about their own abili-
ties to confront us.

Fer, ¥ we yield to smell notions, or
show indecision when they confront us,
or accept the counsel of those who would
have us be overcautious in dealing with
them, then the message of our unwill-
ingness to act in our own besi interest
will not be lost on larger nations, friendly
or hostile.

We are strong. We are a guarantor
still of world peace. We are what we are
and we cannot be defensive or apologetic
sbout acting to protect ourselves, our
citizens or our interesis.

The President, I believe, did what he
had to do. And the vast majority of Con-
gress, in giving him thelr enthusiastic
support did what they ought to do.

"','\



Clifford Hansen

J. Glenn Beall

Jake Garn

Bob Dole

James Buckley

Wm Roth

Edmund Muskie

"Your courageous correct action to retrieve the
Mayaguez did more to restore confidence in the
Administration and to repair the tarnished image
of America world wide than any event since you
became President. This country is behind you
solidly, and the rest of the world must respect
the U.S."

"You are to be congratulated for the carefully
considered but firm steps. . . Your decisive
action was not only clearly in the national interest
but also serves as a signal to the other countries
of the world that the U, S. will do its part to assure
that thoughtless criminal acts do not interfere with
the freedom of communication and commerce
between the people of the world. "

"I compliment you on the way you handled the entire
affair. . . I am proud of you, I congratulate you,
and I am encouraged by your action. "

"The American people are grateful to you for your
leadership and calm but deliberate firmness in the
successful effort to secure ship. . . helped to
erase doubts about America's resolve to act
firmly when firmness is required., "

"This is just to express my great admiration for the
manner in which you handled the Mayaguez situation. "

"] applaud the firm, timely action you took to recover
the Mayaguez and its crew. Your determination will
protect American shipping and seamen from similar
incidents. . . When I praised your action before an
audience of several hundred in Delaware yesterday,
they cheered loudly."

Commends the President for the effective manner

in which he handled the Mayaguez incident. "I would
also like to express my appreciation for your restraint
in seeking to recover the ship and her crew through
diplomatic channels before considering the use of

force,"



Howard Baker

"Congratulations on a difficult job well done.

I think that your actions . . . were at the same
time cautious, but firm, and certainly effective.
I fully support your decisions and I think the
country will profit from the experience. "



William Walsh

Bill Young

Manuel Lujan

Floyd Spence

George O'Brien

Alphonzo Bell

Kika de la Garza

Highly commends the President . '. . . demonstrates
the type of take charge leadership this country needs. "

Highly commends the President. '"Your courageous
and bold action has given American morale a much-
needed shot in the arm. With one decisive stroke,

.you have restored the integrity and credibility of

the U.S. in the world community.

"I believe your decisive action is a sign of true
leadership and was necessary. I applaud the
steps you took to protect the life, rights, and
property of American citizens. "

"Your actions . . . were a credit to the Office of
the President. Public reaction to your handling
of this crisis proves once again that the American

people will rally behind positive action and decisive
leadership. "

""Congratulations on a job extremely well done.
. « . your firm and calm resolve not to permit
any further sacrifice of American men and

materiel was in the best American tradition. "

"I commend you most highly for the courageous and
patriotic manner in which you resolved the incident. . .
believe that anything short of the decisive and
expeditious action taken would have had grave
consequences for the future foreign relations of

this nation, and you have my wholehearted support for
your meritorious handling of this critical test of
America's international policy. "

"Your actions on the incident have to be listed among
the major decisions of any President. Your friends
consider them as one of the greatest moments of
Jerry Ford -- we are proud. "





