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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

THRU: VERN LOEN

FROM: : CHARLIE LEPPER%

SUBJECT: Environmental Coalition Formed in House

EPA informs me that on January 27, 1975, a group of House Members formed
the Environmental Coalition. The initial group of approximately twelve (12)
members have elected Dick Ottinger (NY) as the Chairman and included

John Heinz (Pa.), Henry Reuss (Wis.), John D1nge11 (Mich), Gil Gude (Md.)
and Larry Pressler (S.D.).

This constitutes a formal movement in the House to ally Members of the
House having environmental interests and concerns. This is particularly
appealing to House Members including a number of freshmen who feel that
environmental issues are the wave of the future.

EPA states the formation of the coalition is a cause of concern to them and
could have significant long run implications based on the membership
make-up. Plans expressed by the group indicate expansion of the Member-

ship to approximately 100 members with staffing.

EPA will furnish more details as soon as they are available.

cc: Bennett



January 29, 1975

Dear Bob:

Thank you for the timely and informative
information on the formation of the Eaviron-
mental Study Coaference in the House of

Pepresentatives,

i appreciate very much your efforts and those
of your staff in keeping on top of environ-
mental matters and keeping us at the White
House informed.

Thanks again,

Charles Leppert, Jr.
Special Assistant for

Mr, Robert Ryan

Office of Legislation

U. 8. Eaviroamental Protection Agency
401 M Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20460

CL:mb
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN
FROM: ] CHARLIE LEPPERT
SUBJECT: ' House Environmental Study Conference

The attached information relates to the formation of the Environmental Study
Conference in the House on January 27, 1975,

The ESC will be a bi-partisan group of House Members seeking to provide
accurate and complete information on matters of environmental significance
and legislation. The conference has been formulated by a bi-partisan group
of twelve (12) House Members, (Ottinger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler,
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt, Wirth, and Conte).

The next organizational meeting is planned for Monday, Febraury 3, 1975,
at 2 p.m. in Room 240 CHOB.

cc: Bennett
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BY BRIAN Be KING
WASHINGTON (AP) — BIPARTIQ AN PANEL OF 12 HOUSE MEMBERs TODAY
ANNOUNCED THEIR FORM ATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY CONFERENCE TO
COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTE WITHIN THE CONGRESS EVALUATED INFORTATION ON
THE ENV TROMAENT AL - TMPACTS AND -COSTS OF LEGISLATIONe
"THIS IS NO TIME TO HAVE THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT SHRINK IN THE
FAC“' OF TH"' ENERGY CRISIS,'' SAID REPs RICHARD OTTINGER, D= Ye ,
PRINCIPAL ORGANIZER OF THE GROUP WITH R...P. HENRY HEINZ, R-PA,
OTTINGER AND REP. GILBERT GUDE SATD THEY DID NOT ANTICIPATE
" THAT THE GROUP WOULD. IssUF' ENDORS’ZM“‘NT§ 3r”REJECTIONS OF SPECIFIC
BILLSe OTTINGER SAID THE GROUP WOULD ''GATHER THE BEST INFORIATION,
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL, AND THEN, I THINK, THE CONCLUsIONS
woum} §PEAK FOR THEMSELVES. '
OTTINGER SAID THE QUESTIONS OF STAFFING, OFFICE SPACE AND FUNDS FOR
THE GROUP HAVE NOT BEEN RESOLVEDs $1IIILAR dROUPS ARE OPERATED WITH
STAFF AND MONEY FROM HOUSE MEMB"”RS REGULAR OFFICE ALLOWANCESs .

REPe KEN HECHLER 1 Dids VA, A LEADING OPPONENT OF STRIP MINING 3, SATD

THE: GROUP'S SERVICE "WIL PREVENT THE KIND OF ECONOMIC BLACKMA
THAT' S GOING ON IN;THIS: CO NTRY'' WHEN AN INDUSTRY THAT WANTS TO
CHANGX SITES -SHUTS 'DOWN A PLANT AND BLATES ANTIPOLLUTION STATUTES.

HAVE LONG NEEDED INTDE COORDINAT ING MECHANISI'® TO DRA
ON FOR mromm':on IN BAT‘}LING FOR ANTIPOLLUTION MEASURESe
HEINZ SAID, ''WE'VE GOT .TO SEE THAT ENVIROMIENTAL PROTECTION - _;

Icn' XDV THE FALL. GUY" JIN ARGUMENTS OVER HIGHER FUEL COSTS AND- .
INFLATION IN OTHER BASIC COMMODITIES. -
. HECHLER SAID THE G€ROUP's MEMBERS . ARE. NOT ''ANTI-ENERGY, BUT IT's
GOT_TO BE CLEAN.ENERGY'' THAT DOES NOT ENDANGER PUBLIC HEALTH oR
WATER AND. AIR SUPPLIE o e :

REP. TIM WIRTH -COLo. A FRESHIAN, SAID THAT EVEN IN HIS
MIMERAL-RICH m:?2 TRICT THE PACTS ARE INGOUPLETE. ON VARIOUS FUEL-sUPPLY
ISSUES AND ALTE NATIVE.’§ ) AND THE ESC YOULD HELP NEY MEMBERS AND
XRG&Q%J% SORT OUT THE .' "BEWILDERLY ARRAY'' OF PROPOSALS AND -

o*rm‘Rs INITTALLY INVOLW-‘D IN THE CONFERENCE -~ WHICH HAS: INVITED ALL
REPRESENTATIVES TO A FEBe 3 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING -- ARE REPS. LARRY
PRESSLER, R-SeDe o HENRY REUSS, D-UIge3 ALAN STEELMAN, R~-TEfe ; GUY
VANDER JAeT, R-MicH., AND CHARLES vp.NiK D-OHI Oa

01-27-75 16305EST - , e

Z.s

REPs  JOHN DINGELL, D-MICH. SAID ENVIROMMENTALISTS WITHIN THE gOUs*-" i
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Foraztion of honsc Environaontal °tndy ; e 1727773
Conforence :

Patti Fride S #

Steve Stociasyer

Bcbk Ryan

Twelve Mesbers of the vouse have circulated a “Dear Coelleazgus™
inviting other iowmbers to join a bi~psrtisaa Ervironmental
Study Con‘erencg.

The prize movers zre Richard Ottiangzer (D-AY) sad John Fefinz

{R-Pa). The letter was s=at Janaarr 24th to ba vecelved in
Hanbers’ first =2ail deliveries oz “onday, January 27th.
{Conte, while not 3 co-sizner, is one of the organizers.)

Siznatories participated in a rews conference at 11 a.n, today .
st which ttey explained the purpose ef the Confereance, as
dotafled ir the sttacked hand-out.

The orzanizors stresssd that this is to b2 a di-partisan croup
swhich will seek to prav!do accurate and complets inforsation
to 3ll interasted ieabers., It will not he taking nesitions,
on environweontal issues, bot will de a2 clearingheuse. (Staff
masbars contrasted the good informaticn aviilable on strip

-mining bills as opposed to the misinforrestion on clean sir

which was abrnnd during 1lzst year's legislative battles,)

Puring questioss and answers froa nedia (few nodia representa~
tivcs attended) Yaabers stressad .he following points.

«sEnerzy and a cleaan environaent ars aat inconpatl 10 we
pust onlarge energy supplles while safegusriing the eavironment.

«.In the current clicate snvirenmental isaues ars Iikely
t0 b2 a the “fall guy  fcr esconeic 2nd operzy zroblems.

«»3uch 2 study conference will transcend cozmittse juris-
dictions, thus giving Xenders broador 1aforaztion thar would be
arailablo froa comaittse staffs.

..Detalls as te offlce snace, staff, financiag aze yot to
be worked out (partially densadent upea.iuterast of Yexbars),
but, basically, it iz expectod that Hembers will share their
clerk-hire allowances for staff,

eoThe organizatian.anating'uill be Ebaday. rosruarr 3rd, at
2 pem,

A1l ce~:igncrs excopt‘?anéor'Ja;t sad Pressler y:rticipnted in
the nexs conference.

Attachmsats (2)

,
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Congress of the United States = = 1
Mouse of Repregentatives A
Washington, D.E. 20515 %4
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P Rt January 24, 1975
Dear Colleague: i 5 P ) i

We are proposing to start an Lnvironmental Study Conference,

" the tentative purposes of which are:

.1, - To give all Members interested in environmental Ieglslatl

- a vehicle for furthering their environmental goals.

2. To collect information about environmental problems and

solutions, from knowledeable institutions and organlzatlons.

3. To follow the status of envzronmental leglslatlon for

~ interested Members.

4, To alert Members when environmentally significant

Alegislatlon is under consideration by Congressional Commzttees an
. when such bills come to the floor of the Homse. .

e To serve as a two-way clearinghouse between Members and
scientists, and Members and environmental organizations, in one

. direction giving information on Congressional activities; in the
-- other obtaining resource 1nformat10n for Members in connection wi:

legislation and hearings,
6. To serve as a two-way clearinghouse batween Members and
environmental lawyers, obtaining legal advice on environmental lar

aBd eNFOrCLLsnT i e RaT g SN2 GOvRiT I aw Snnoineiey e st

7.- Through Environmental Study Conferenc: member task forces

investigating the operation of environmental laws and environment:

threats that may be susceptible to legislative remedy, -.and provid:

" a vehicle for Members to force public attention on environmental :

problems and solutions.

It.is contemplated that the ESC will have a small staff paid

- for out of Members' staff allowances and will seek office space ii

,the House office building complex.
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Environmental Study Conference
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It is further contemplated that ESC w&include any interest

- Members of either party.

Environmental Study Conference will m=ake positions, but w
endeavor to inform Members of issues,  envEmmental consequences,
agreements that’ can be expected on all siEs.costs of legislatic
vs. costs of lack of legislation, and all=t&ripertinent 1nforma

Environmental Study Conference will =m3ckXosely w1th
environmental organizations and interestex=kentific groups. Tk
_proposal has been discussed with all the =& environmental orga
zations and has their general approval.

If you are interested in joining ESC,=&5e:notify Ms. Joan

- Shorey in Congressman Ottinger's office, Emsion 56506, by noon

on Wednesday, January 29, if at all possiZge.,

An organizational meeting is planned Efonday, February 3,
at 2:00 p,m. in Room 240, Cannon House OfZzBeilding. Please a
let Ms, Shorey know if you or a staff aidsmcattend,

Best regards.

ﬂV{"W{' &%’t‘“;f/\

Richard,;L. Ottinger’

- .‘. (_-
D. Dingell

7 (\ :
2 oy ;'y Helnz ITI
Ty Iy
é\«» 7”-[-—(/#’&4\_, : _,7 ,’: 7, ?;/;_ A

Kén Hcdﬁlcr ; ‘ziﬁnPgﬁasigr e
] 4“anﬁwﬂ <3 fEQ o ip) l >Yf. ( ;

a 00 H g PR B T peee
Henry S. Reuss tamliteelman

¥ = o‘ g {% : !
N .\ S ':‘ ’f\_\\(\ \\,,\ A ‘M “:/Q:—W

Charles A. Van1k : 1 <37(%ﬁndér Jang 

%o\%r} }JU L

Timothy [E. Wirth

- - g s mwe —Es s ise © Wee @ * b mese. s . P - -



‘e

o & 2 . g ’
3 VAN R 5 5 I i s Lo
Sawe s 8T Sl ey S = el it o e e
; s o

R

" FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE % FMWWV\

B~ VOGS DMLY S P P R e e e e f e
e

Monday, January 27, 1975

- D g SRS

HON, RICHARD L. OTTINGER HON, H. JOHN HEINZ III -
‘Member of Congress Member of Congress e
240 Cannon H.O0.B. 324 Cannon H.0.B. b
Washington, D.C.  2051S Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225 6506 (202) 225 2135 :
Contact: Contact: So80

Nancy Mathews \ . Jerry Kline SN

( A b1-part1san group of‘}ﬂ Congressmen today announced the

forpatlon -of ' an Environmental Study Conference in the House of

Representatives. Reps. John Dingell (D-Mich.), Gilbert Gude

S —————

(R-*d.), Ken Hechler (D-W.Va.), H. John Heinz (R-Pa.), Richard

W —

L., Ottinger (D-N.Y.), Larry Pressler (R-S.D.), Henry Reuss (D-
\

Wisc.), Alan Steelman (R-Texas), Guy Vander Jagt (R-Mich.),

———

Charles Vanik (D-Ohio) and Tim Wirth (D-Colo.) joined together

~ at a press conference today to discuss the reasons for the

formation of the ESC and the goals they hope to accomplish by

" Conile
AL

The ESC, says its sSponsors, would provide a wehicle for the

collection and dissemination of environmental information for

Members of the House, especially as it relates to Congressional
and legislative business. Among the purposes of the Conference

would be to:

o ' ¢ X % .
& - » A .

.C
® *
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< --provide members 1nterested in the environment with
- & vehlcle for furthering their legislative goals,

--seek information about the environment from sources
outside the Congress for the use of ESC members.

--follow closely the status of environmentally-significant
" legislation, and to alert ESC members when these bills are
under consideration in committee or on the House floor,

--serve as a two-way clearinghouse between ESC members and
. - informed outside sources, by gathering information for ESC
A members and by providing ‘outsiders 1nformat10n ocn Congres-
N ' sional activities. :
N .

= '--seek information on environmental laws for ESC members,
: and to investigate their operation and enforcement.

: --set up task forces within the ESC for particular sub-
‘ ject areas, especially with regard to environmental _—
iy §§L'threats that may be susceptible to legislative remedy. .

rA TN

gt

:--prov1de a vehlcle for ESC members to focus public
attentlon on environmental problems and solutxons..

 ,;These are just a few of-the possible services, said the
11 Congressmen, to be prov1ded by the an1ronmenta1 Study Con-

_,'ference. - They sa1d they hoped to have a small staff and some. -

V(morej

. . L. . et . ..
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P.2 - ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY CONFERENCE

office space in the near future to serve the ESC,
A ‘While“the ESC will not itself‘take positions, éccording
- to the sponsors, it will endeavor to inform its members on

. various iséues, oh enviroﬁmenta1 conéeﬁﬁéncés of proposed
legislation, on the costs of proposed legislation and on the

¢J§ts of failing to enact such legislation.

—
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF A 5

VERN LOEN {/{.
FROM: CHARLIE LEPPERT
SUBJECT: House Environmental Study Conference
The attached information relates to the formation of the Environmental Study
Conference in the House on January 27, 1975,
The ESC will be a bi-partisan group of House Members seeking to provide
accurate and complete information on matters of environmental significance
and legislation. The conference has been formulated by a bi-partisan group
of twelve (12) House Members, (Ottinger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler,
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt, Wirth, and Conte}.
The next organizational meeting is planned for Monday, Febraury 3, 1975,

at 2 p.m, in Room 240 CHOB.

cc: Bennett
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BY BRIAN Be KING <

WASHINGTON (AP) —- A BIPARTISAN PANEL OF 12 HOUSE MEMBERs TODAY
AINNOUNCED THEIR FORIATTON OF AN ENVIROMIENTAL STUDY CONFERENCE TO
COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTE WITHIN THE CONGRESS EVALUATED INFORIATION ON
THE ENVIROMIENTAL BMPACTS AND COSTS OF LEGISLATION :

"'THIS Is NO TIME TO HAVE THE ENMVIROMMENTAL MQVEMENT SHRINK IN THE
FACE OF THE ENERGY CRISIS,'' SAID REPs RICHARD OTTINGER, D-Db Ye
PRINCIPAL ORGANIZER OF TH: GROUP WITH REPe HENRY HEINZ, R-PAs _

OTTINGER AND REPs GILBERT GUDE, R-MDe, SATD THEY DID NOT ANTICIPATE
" THAT THE GROUP WOULD ISSUE ENDOBI’NENW 37" REJECTIONS OF SPECIFIC
BILLSe OTTINGER SATD THE GROUP WOULD ''GATHER THE BEST INFORIATION,
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL, AND THEN, I THINK, THE CONCLUSIONS
WOULD SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. '

OTTINGER SAID THE QUESTIONS OF sTAFFING, OFFICE SPACE AND FUNDS FOR
THE GROUP HAVE NOT BEEN RESOLVED STHILAR dROUPS ARE OPERATED WTTH
STAFF AND MONEY FROM HOUSE MEMBERS' REGULAR OFFICE ALLOWYANCES.

REPs KEN HECHLER, D~WeVA , A LEADING OPPONENT OF STRIP MINING, SAID
THE GROUP's SERVICES ''WILL PREVENT THE KIND OF ECONOMIC BLACKMALL
THAT'S "GOING ON IN THIS COUNTRY'' WHEN AN INDUSTRY THAT WANTS TO.
CHANGY SITES SHUTS DOWN A PLANT AND BLAYES ANTIPOLLUTION STATUTESs

REPs JOHN DINGELL, D-ICH» , SATD ENVIRONIENTALISTS WITHIN THE HOUSE
HAVE LONG NEEDED A '7REAL, INSIDE COORDINATING MECHANISI'' TO DRAW
ON TOR INFORTATION IN BATILING FOR ANTEPOLLUTION MEASURES.

ALSO, HEINZ SAID, ''YE'VE GOT TO SEE THAT ENVIRONIENTAL PROTECTION -
Tc: T 1 ADE THE FALL’GUY'' IN ARGUMENTS OVER HIGHER FUEL COSTS AND
INFLATION IN OTHER BASIC COMMODITIES. ,

. _MECHLER SAID THE GROUP's MEMBERS ARE. NOT ''ANTI-ENERGY, BUT IT's
GOT_TO BE CLEAN ENERGY'' THAT DOES NOT ENDANGER PUBLIC HEALTH oR °
JATER AND. ATR _SUPPLIES. | ‘ ,

RZP» TIM WIRTH, D-COLOe 4 A FRESHIAN, SAID THAT EVEN IN HIS
M I¥=RAL-RICH Drirﬁrm THE. FACTS ARE INCOVPLETE ON VARTOUS FUEL-SUPPLY
Icz UES AND ALTERNATIVES, AND THE ESC WOULD HELP NEW MEMBERS AND
X%ﬁﬁéﬁ% SORT OUT THE TYBEWILDERLY ARRAY'' OF PROPOSALS AND

ALN1ISe

OTHERS  INITTALLY INVOLVED IN THE CONFERENCE -- WHTCH HAS INVITED ALL
REPRESENTATIVES TO A FEBs 3 ORGANIZATTONAL MEETING -- ARE REPSe LARRY
PRESSLER, R-SeDs o HENRY REUSS, D=(Tge: ALAN STEELMAN, R-TE%e; GUY
vaNDER JAsT, Rifcu., AND CHARLES vANIK, D-0HIO. e

01-27-75 $6305EST - A



-

;oraatian of kousa Environzontal °tnd7 | : 1727775
Conforence —

Patti Fride 2
Steve Stockmeyer

Beb Rysn

Twalva Heshers of the Vouse have circulated a “Dear Calleague™
inviting other ilombers to joir a bi-partisazn favironmental
Study Conferencc. .

The prize vovers zre Richard Cttinger (5-NY) and John Hefnz
{R-Pa). The lstter was s=2nt Jannary 24th to be received in
Maabars' first =zail deliveries oz Fond2y, January 27th.
{Conte, while not 3 co-sizner, is one of the organizers.)

Signatoriss participated in a rews conference 2t I1 a.n, today .
at whick they explained the purpose of ths Conference, as
dotafled irn the attached hand-out.

The orzanizors stressed that this is to de a di-partisan evoun
which wi;l seek to provide accurate and connlets inforsation
to 311 interasted iieabers. It will not de takinz nesitions,
pn suavironazental iSSuas, bot will de 2 clearingheuse. {Staff
maabars contrasted the good infornmation available on strip
mining ills as opposed to the wmisinforcstion on clean sir
vhich was abroad during last year's legislative battles.)

-Bariag cuestions and aasswsrs from nedia (few nedia representa-
tivos atteanded) Yeabars stressed *he following points.

: +«Enerzy and a clean esviroancnt ars zot incorpatibhle; we
pust snlarge energy supplles whils safegusrding the eavironment.

+-In the current clioate eaviremmental isaues ars likely
to b2 a ths “fz2ll zuy fcv eceneizic and aporpy zrohliems,

«oSuch 2 study conference will transcend conuittse Juris-
dictions, thus niving Hdenders broador infarﬁation thazn would bLe
available froa comaittse staffs.

-.Details as to office snace, staff, finsncinp are‘yat to
be worked out (partially densadent upaa_iutcrest of axzbars),
but, basically, it is expectod that ’fembers will share their
clerk-hire allowances for staff.

P e«The organi:aticn.naetinz will be ﬁbnday. rosruaxy 3rd, at
po‘o 5

A1l ca-signors excapt Vander Jast sud Pressler participated in
the news coanierenco.

Attachnsats (2)
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Congress of the Cnited States =
FHouse of Representatives e
Waspington, D.C. 20515 :

-

January 24, 1975 . & =
Dear Colleague: ? £ . . i

We are proposing to start an Invironmental Study Conference

" the tentative purposes of which are:

.1, To give all Members interested in envxronnental leglslatlc
a vehicle for furthering their environmental goals.

" 2. To collect information about environmental problems and
solutlons from knowledeable institutions and organizations.

3. To follow the status of environmentak leglslatlon for
interested Members.

4, To alert Members when environmentally significant
legislation is under consideration by Congressional Commxttees anc

g ’when such bills come to the floor of the House,

- 5. To serve as a two-way clearinghouse between Members and
scientists, and Members and environmental organizations, in one

. direction giving information on Congressional activities; in the
-- other obtaining resource 1nformat10n for Members in connect1on w1

legislation and hearings,

6. To serve as a two-way clearinghouse bastween Members and
environmental lawyers, obtaining legal advice on enverﬂ iental lax
and enforte. ont 4oL Lobers ool soasaiiay Yoo irnaRen ey Lusmery,

7. Through Environmental Study Conferencs member task forces
investigating the operation of environmental laws and environment:

~ threats that may be susceptible to legislative remedy, -and provid:

a vehicle for Members to force public attention on environmental:
problems and solutions.

It-is contemplated that the ESC will have a small staff paid
“for out of ‘“Members' staff allowances and wili seek office space ir
the House office building complex.

remme 8 cem SEmn RS SRR TGS | W s e P QP M R B b eI &S i - 5 At -



Dear Colleague ;
Environmental Study Conference :

2, y
It is further contemplated that ESC wainclude any interest
- Members of either party.

Environmental Study Conference will m=2ake positions, but w
endeavor to inform Members of issues, env=mmental consequences,
agreements that’'can be expected on all sizs.costs of legislatio
vs. costs of lack of legislation, and all=t®r.ipertinent, 1nforma

Environmental Study Conference will =m3cXkXosely w1th
environmental organizations and interestecstentific groups. Th:
proposal has been discussed with all the =% environmental orga1
zations and has their general approval.

If you ar€ interested in 301n1ng ESC,=xse:notify Ms, Joan
Shorey in Congressman Ottinger's office, Znsion 56506, by noon
on Wednesday, January 29, if at all possiﬁ&a-

An organlzatlonal meeting is planned 2fonday, February 3,
at 2:00 p.m. in Room 240, Cannon House 0fFBeilding. Please a
let Ms, Shorey know if you or a staff aidencattend,

Best regards. * o

: ﬂyfc_w(’ &%{sz/\ . Sincerelj /

/.Sgﬂelnz IIII
f\@; j f’!" i

Ken Iechler : -12&n?g,ss;e ~
M
, ‘ f e A bedone
enry S. ljeus : TaditesIman
v : .‘ --
Charles A. Vanik _ ) <ay(%§nd§r Jagtr

%.OU'{}‘ ,JU L

Timothy [E. Wirth
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FOR IMMENDIATE RELEASE
Monday, January 27, 1975

HON, RICHARD L. OTTINGER
‘Member of Congress
240 Cannon H.0.B.
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225 6506
Contact:

Nancy Mathews

</O
A b1 partlsan group of‘}% Congressmen today announced the
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HON., H. JOHN HEINZ III -«
Member of Congress W o=
324 Cannon H.0.B, X
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225 2135 :
Contact:

Jerry Kline

formation-of an Environmental Study Conference in the House of

Representatives. Reps. John Dingell (D-Mich.), Gilbert Gude

T ———

(R-Md.), Ken Hechler (D-W.,Va.), H, John Heinz (R-Pa,), Richard

W

L, Ottinger (D-N.Y,), Larry Pressler (R-S.D.), Henry Reuss (D-

e —

Wisc.), Alan Steelman (R-Texas), Guy Vander Jagt (R-Mich.),

e T———

Charles Vanik (D-Ohio) and Tim Wirth (D-Colo.) joined together

" at a press conference today to discuss the reasons for the

formation of the ESC and the goals they hope to accomplish by

.o— i

S

it. i

The ESC, says its Sponsors,

would provide a wehicle for the

collection and dissemination of environmental information for

Members of the House, especially as it relates to Congressional

and legislative business.

would be to:

Among the purposes of the Conference
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R --prov1de members interested in the envxronment with
a vehicle for furthering their legislative goals.

~-seek information about the environment from sources
outside the Congress for the use of LESC members.

--follow closely the status of environmentally-significant
" legislation, and to alert ESC members when these bills are
under consideration in committee or on the House floor,

--serve as a two-way clearinghouse between ESC members and

. informed outside sources, by gathering information for ESC

7z members and by providing outsiders 1nformat10n on Congres-
N : szonal activities. :

//
73
¢

--seek information on environmental laws for ESC members,
and to investigate their operation and enforcement.

--set up task forces within the ESC for pavrticular sub-
ject areas, especially with regard to environmental
§§L threats that may be susceptible to legislative remedy.

=t

ﬁ--provide a vehicle for ESC members to focws public
attention on environmental problems and solutions,

,

. These are just a few of the possible services, said the
:11 Congressmen, to be provided by the an1ronmenta1 Study Con-

ference. :They sa1d they hoped to have a small staff and some -
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office space in the near future to serve the ESC.
‘While the ESC will not itself take positions, according

to the sponsors, it will endeavor to inform its members on

_various issues, on environmental consequences of proposed

legislation, on the costs of proposed legislation and on the

costs of failing to enact such legislation.

-
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Identical letters sent to Rep, Ottimger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler,
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt, Wirth and Conte.

February 3, 1975

Dear Mr. Ottinger:

I have read with interest the announcement
of the formation of the Environmental

Study Conference in the House of Representa-
tives.

If 1 may be of assistance to you or the
Conference staff once you have completed
your organization please call upon me when
necessary.

Sincerely,

Charles Leppert, Jr.
Special Assistant for
Legislative Affairs

The lionorable Richard L. Ottinger
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515




Draft of letter to members of Environmental
Study Conference

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 29, 1975

Dear

I have read with interest the announcement of
the formation of the Environmental Study
Conference in the House of Representatives,

If I may be of assistance to you or the Con-
ference staff once you have completed your
organization please call upon me when
necessary.

Sincerely,

Charles Leppert, Jr.
Special Assistant for
Legislative Affairs

Honorable
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date Z-/d - 75-

TO: Cl{&v//'c A”Mf

FROM: VERN C. LOEN /L
s
Please Handle & %

For Your Information

Per Our Conversation




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 31, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHARLIE LEPPERT

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: JACK MARS

I noted with interest the formation o e House Environment Study
Conference.

This is something that should be followed closely, particularly to
see what recommendations they come up with in reference to legis-
lation. It appears to me that VanderJagt might be our best contact
in the group.

. dp — s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 11, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

THRU : : MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN [/
FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. .
SUBJECT: House Environmental Stddy Conference

On February 3, I sent a letter to each of the twelve organizing members
of the House Environmental Study Group offering my assistance.

- An organizational meeting of the group was held on February 3 but not
well attended. A follow up meeting is planned. I shall follow closely
the organization and its recommendations as requested. In addition to
VanderJagt I know personally five of the other organizing members.




GUY VANDER JAGT
9TH DiSTRICT, MICHIGAN

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, B.EC. 20515
March 4, 1975

Mr. Charles Leppert, Jr.
Special Assistant for
Legislative Affairs
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Charlie:

COMMITTEES:
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Thank you for your recent note concerning the re-

cent Environmental Study Conference in the House.

I'11 be

pleased to keep in touch with you as the activities of the

organization proceed.

Sincerely,

Guy Vander Jagt

Member of Congress 47“"40 ﬁ;hf'"
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