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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 28, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDOR F 

THRU: VERN LOEN 

FROM: CHARLIE LEPPER~ 
SUBJECT: Environmental Coalition Formed in House 

EPA informs me that on January 27, 1975, a group of House Members formed 
the Environmental Coalition. The initial group of approximately twelve (12) 
members have elected Dick Ottinger (NY) as the Chairman and included 
John Heinz (Pa. ), Henry Reuss (Wis.), -·John Dingell (Mich), Gil Gude (Md.) 
and Larry Pressler (S.D.). 

This constitutes a formal movement in the House to ally Members of the 
House having environmental interests and concerns. This is particularly 
appealing to House Members including a number of freshmen who feel that 
environmental is sues are the wave of the future. 

EPA states the formation of the coalition is a cause of concern to them and 
could have significant long run implications based on the membership 
make-up. Plans expressed by the group indicate expansion of the Member­
ship to approximately 100 members with staffing. 

EPA will furnish more details as soon as they are available. 

cc: Bennett 

Digitized from Box 8 of the Loen and Leppert Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
VERN LOEN 

CHARLIE LEPPERT 

House Environmental Study Conference 

The attached information relates to the formation of the Environmental Study 
Conference in the House on January 27, 1975. 

The ESC will be a bi-partisan group of House Members seeking to provide 
accurate and complete information on matters of environmental significance 
and legislation. The conference has been formulated by a bi-partisan group 
of twelve (12) House Members, (Ottinger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler, 
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt:, Wirth, and Conte). 

The next organizational meeting is planned for Monday, Febraury 3, 1975, 
at 2 p. m. in Room 240 CHOB. 

cc: Bennett 
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ENVI~~~MENTALIST~ .CUWAt. ~l - \\f·~~ .. 
BY BRIAN B. KING - · . . . . 

WASHING T-ON (AP> ~ A BIPARTis AN PANEL OF 12 HOUSE MEMB!Rs TODAY 
Ai\JNOUNCED nIEIR FOIM ATION OF ·AN ENVIRON1 ENT AL. STUDY CONF~fil:NCE TO 
COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTI>~ITHIN THE CONGRESS ~:tJALUATED INFOit1ATION ON 
THE ENVIROr.t1ENrAL'l!1PACTS AND COSTS OF Li!:GISLATION. 

''THIS Is NO TIME TO HAVE TH!: ENVIROt-MENT AL MOV~ENT SH RINK'" IN THE 

i~~~c~iAL~R~~~~~iRC~S~~· ~R5fiiDwfi~· ~~:Hfu:~R~TfJ~~R,R~Pt y.' 
OTTINGER AND REP. GILB£ RT GUDE.1.. R-M D· 1 . . SA! D TH~Y Difi NOT Ai,it IC IPA TE 

THAT THE GROUP WOUL.D. ISSUE ENDORs.'!r!ENJ'~ . uR REJECTIONS OF SPECIFIC 
BILLs• OTTINGER S Ail) THI GROUP WOULD ' GATH!!: R THE BEST I NFOil'i ATI ON·, 
i8tfW~~i~AroR ~~~i~~~~.'41 AND THEN ,-~-I THINK , Tm: CON,CLUsIONS 

OTTINGER SAID ntE QUEsTt QNS OF s T AFFtNG~ OFFICE SPACE AND FUNDS FOR 

i~t-~ R~Wn rl'~~YN~1cJ~~u~sg~~~&s ~11M~ftf AR Rg~~f c~REAL~~~ :~~~~. ··wr TH 

rltr~9u~f: ~~1¥c:~::. ~Y~i~t ~Jv~Mn~~~ ~~~g~~r r:g~N~~¥ap B~~~M~h. s·Atn 
THAT' i. GOING ON IN/,THts:: COUNTRY'' WHEN· AN INDUSTRY 11{ AT ·WANTS TO • 
CHANG- SITES ~sltllrs>DQWN A PLANT AND BLA1Es ANTIPOLLUTION s·TATUTE;. . . 

ID:P. JOHN DINGELL" . D-MICH· s AID ENVIRo~t1ENTALisrs WITHIN· .THE.;):uousE • 
HAv:;:- iONG NEEDED ' A~• I REAL f I.~~I DE COO RD I NAT ING .. M ECBAN!.9'1' ' TO· DRAW .. 
ON IOR-INFOITT' ATION :-IN BAT LING FOR AN'l!POLLUTION.MEAS UR.SS• 

ALSO HEINZ SAID . ' 'WE' VE GOT TO SEE THAT EN'VIROt-1'1.SNTAJ.. PROTECTION , 
IsN' T M~DE nu;: F ALL'GUY'"' .::.'-IN'ARGIJ1ENTS OVE.R HIGHER FUEL COS TS AND ' . ~ 
INFLATION IN OTHER. BASIC .':coMMODITI~s. . . 

-.GOT~g~iRcE~~~ .~~R~9VP~~·~~E~~~Rs ~1S~E~g1~~~~N~DBI~R~tk WfT o~T' s 
WATER AND.' AIR sUPPLIEs· >.;:· ' \ • 

REP. TIM WIRTH '..D-C.OLO. A FR.Eslt1 AN SAID THAT EVEN IN Hts -
MINERAJ,. - RtCH DI~T~ICJ' THE:. I ACTS .ARE IN~dvIPLETE. ON VARIOUS FUEL-sUPPLY 

J~~~?'~~o~~T~u~Ai~~~ ~B~~L~~L~s~R~~~~p ~L~R~~s 11f~B~~ AND 
A RG1J1 ENTS • 

OTHERs .INITIALLY INVOLVED IN THE CONFERENCE -- W.H!Cij HAS INVITED ALL 
REPRESENTATIVES TO A FEB. 3 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING :\RE R~S• LARRY 
P&~ssLER, R-S·D·1 'HENRY . ~USS.1 n-wrs.;_ ALAN ST5:EIJ1AN , R-TEX•i .G.UY 
V_ANDER JAGT , .JJ-N_ 1CH. , AND CH AKLES VAtJ1K , D-.OHI o. 
<;>1-.27 - 75 16 :05EST I• 

, , 

'• 

. ' 

' 
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Forn:a.tion of House En:rlron:scntal Study 
Co.nf cTence · 

-Patti tride 
St_•ve Stocboyer 

nob !!yq 

,. - .. 
l/l7/7S 

TvelYa t!ezb•TS of th• nouse havo circulated .a "'Dear Colles11u•~ 
1nYi~1ng o~her :tel:bors to joiA a bl•pat'ti1an B~vi:-on...~c-ttt&l 
Study COB!orence. 

?ho prime :oYers ere JtlchaTd ottin;:er (D .. ~Y) And Joh.-i i!•1:n: 
{R•Pa). The letteT was s~:t JatJ.WLrY %4th to be Toce!Yed 1» 
U.~'Shors~ first ~ail ~eliTeries 0:t ~onday. January 27th. 
(Conto. while not a ~o-sigller. is ono of t~o organizers.) 

Slzuator1os partlc!p:tea in a ~ews confereuc:e at. .11 a.:l. toc!o.J' . 
at which they explaiaeJ the purpose of t!ie Cou!erenc•a as 
ao*a11ed in the attached h~d-out. 

The orian1%o~s str~s~•d that this ls to be ~ bi·p3rt1s~» ty~ 
uhieh will s~ek to proTid• accur3t~ and ccn~lete info-rsatio~ 
to all interested ~e~bers. It will not bo talinJ ~eslt!o~~~ 
on ennroa.aon.ta.1 ls$uas, bot will he :a. cleariniho~e. {St&ff 
ae2bars cont~#sted t.!ae· good info~tlo~ av~11abl• ou s~rip 
-alaiDi bills as op-pose.a to the ~lsiafonation on clun :1r 
whiclt vas abl"Oad durinz lu& you•s legisla'tlvo ~attl~s.) 

~ hrlaa queistloas antl &as1ien froa rt0dia (!ow z:ior!i~ T•presaut:z.·· ·· 
• tlves atteA40tl) Ueabo~s s~rcs~e.d tho £ollowiai points: 

•• Energy a~d a clean e~vironaent ar9 .not iucor:;p~tl~lo; we 
must cnlarso en$Tty ·supplles ~hil~ sft£e:~ar~1nz 'tho cnviron~~nt • 

• • In. tl10 Ct.?r?'~:tt clic~t~ ·~mv-ircrt-~on:al issues ~'T9 likely 
to bo a the ':fall ;;:-ly'· fc?' o:co:iei3ic :u:.d \>t:<·n:·zy ;roblc~s • 

•• Such a stu~y c~nferenco will transcend co%-ittee jtlris­
tlictiou. thus givin! ;ienbcrs broador hfohttion than woald bo 
aYailabl• £roa. co1'!l11tt~o staffs • 

•• Details as to office •?ace, staff. fln~nci~~ are yet to 
h ttorhc1 o'itt (pa.nially dep•ll4•nt upoa iatel"est o! ?tOJ:be.n). 
but. basically, it is e~c~od that :.tcah•Ts ~111 share t!ioir 
clerl·hire :a.llova:ices for s~sff. 

. 
•• Vw or1a11.lzatica uetini will be Moaday. Februuy 3rd. ·at 

. 1 p.a. . 

Ail co-signoTs except Vwet ..1a1:t and PTossler participated hl 
th• uows con!eronce. 

Attsca..ats (:) 
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etongres.s of tbe Zftlniteb ~tau~ 
it)ouse of l\tprt5entatibcs . . _, 

... 

\\ mufJington, 33.~. 20515 

. \ 
. · 

3anuary 24. 1975 

Dear Colleague: . . 

.. . ... 
I 

I 

' 

\. 

._. 

We are proposing to start an l:nvironmen'ta1 Study Confererice, 
the tentative purposes of which are: 

~ .l. · To give all Members interested in enrironmental legislati 
a vehicle for furthering their environmental goals. 

2. To collect information about environmental problems and 
solutions, from knowledeable institutions and. organizations • 

3. To follow the status of environmenta1 legislation for · 
interested Members. · · 

- ... ·. : . 
4. To alert Jfembers when environmentallT significant 

.... -

.. 

legislation is under consideration by Congressional Committees an1 
when such bills come to the floor of ~he House. ·· 

-- s. To serve as a two-way clearinghouse 'between ~femtiers and 
scientists, and ~embers and environmental OYJ!anizations, in one 
direction giving information on Congressional.. activities; in the 
other obtaining resource information for Members in connection wl· 
legislation an~ hearin~s. 

6·. To serve as a two-way clearin~house &~tween Hembers -and· 
environl'lental lawy~rs, obtaining legal advice on environnental lm 
and enforc e.:~ ,•:.::t. ~=.. ... · ....... b~:-~ ~ ·-.:: -:,:-... ~~:~::~.;~;; i; __ .·~:':.'.;:i c;& ·~·.;.- .:-...:.~;·;~1·:.; 

7 • . Through Environncntal Study Conferenco member task forces 
investigating the operation of environmental 1aws and environmenti 

_threats that may be . suscep~ible to legislatiTa remedy;.and provi4: 
· a vehicle for T-.fembers to force public attention on environmental : 

problems and solutions. 

It 1is contemplated that the ESC will have a small staff· paid 
- : . -for out of 'fembers • staff allowances and will seek office spac~ iJ 

- .the House office building complex. 

·• 
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!Jt:a i- vu.&. .l. ca _gue 
Environmental Study Conference 

2. 

It is further c-0ntemplated that ESC 1-Eai.nclude any interes1 
Members of either party. 

Environmental Study Conference will m:a:ke positions, but "' 
endeavor to inform Members of issues,· emiiimrental consequences, 
ar.r~ements that"can be expected on all sDS~costs of legislatic 
vs. costs of lack of legislation, and all::m?:rlpertinent !informa 

Environmental Study Conference will ;&Jctosely with 
environmental organizations and interesteEi:entific groups. · Th 

. t>roposal has been discussed with all the'*- environmental orga 
zations and has their ~eneral approval. · 

If you are interested in joining ESC~e; notify '-fs. Joan 
Shorey in Congressman Ottin~er's office,3::ns~on 56506, by noon 
on Wednesday, January 29• if at .all possii:fe .. 

An organizational meetin~ is planned-~tnna~y, February 3, 
at 2:00 p.m. in Room 240, Cannon House o~~eildin~. Please a 
let \fs. Shorey know if you or a staff aidlmc.attend. 

Best regards. ; .. ' 

-· ...... : . 
., 

~.,. ,..'' • \. (", \ '"' \ <...__ 

Vanik 

L_ ----·--- .. ----- -·· .... --... . . . ... --··--.-.. 
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FOR IM~tEnIATE RELEASE 
Monday, January 27, 1975 

·. ·~-
dl~ I : 

•·;.. 

•• . 1 

..:· .. : .. ..... ·· .... 

HON. RICHARD L. OTTINGER HON. H. JOHN HEINZ III .. -• 
·Member of Congress · Member of Congress 
240 Cannon H.O.B. 324 Cannon H.O.B. 
Washin~ton, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 
·(202) 225 6506 (202) 225 2135 

'. ~ ! 

zosi s 
-.......: . Contact: Contact: : ~ --
.· _.)-..... Nancy Ma thews Jerry Kline 

~(!_o~~isan group of ~:o~gressmen today announCed the '• 
;>J \ 

fotmation - of ~ an Environmental Study Conference in the House of 
' 

Representatives. Reps. John DinJ?ell (D-Mich.). Gilbert Gude 

(R-,lfd.), Ken Hechler (D_-W.Va.), H. John Heinz (R-Pa.), Richard 

.L. Ottinger (D-N.Y.), Larry Pressler (R-S.D.). Henry Reuss (D­-----· Wisc.), Alan Steelman (R-Texas), Guy Vander ~agt (R-Mich.), -Charles Vanik (D-Ohio) and Tim Wirth CD-Colo.) join~d together 

at a press conference today to discuss the reasons for the 

· fo1~niation of the ESC and the go.als t hey hope to accompli sh by 

it. ·- (o,,-6!. 
~ 

The ESC; says its sponsors, would provide a -"Jehicle £.or th~ 
• 

collection and dissemination of environmental information for 

-
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··provide members interested in the environment with 
a veh!clc for furthering their legislative goals. 

--seek information about the environment from sources 
outside the Congress for the use of ESC members. 

--follow closely the status of environmentally-significant 
legislation, and to alert ESC members when these bills are 
under consideration in committee or on the House floor. 

--serve as a two-way clearinghouse between ESC members and 
informed outside sources~ by gatherin~ information for ESC 
members and by providing outsiders information on Congres­
sional activities. 

--seek information on environmental laws for ESC members, 
and to investigate their operation and en£orcement. 

. --set up task forces within the F.SC for p.a'?rticular sub­
(~ ject areas, especially with regard to environmental 
~-threats that may be susceptible to legislat.ive remedy. 

· ·-provide a vehicle for ESC. members to foOl's public 
attention on environmental problems and solutions •. 

These are just a few of the possible services, said the 

11 Congressmen, to be provided by the Environmental Study Con­

ference. ~They said they hoped to have a sma11 staff and some· 

. (more: 
. ' :. ·: 
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office space in the near future to serve the ESC. 

·While ~-the ESC will not its elf take positions• according 

to the sponsors, it will endeavor to inform its members on 

. various issues, on environmental consequences ~f proposed 

legislation, on the costs of proposed legisla~on and on the 

co\ts of failing to enact such le~islation. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF""' fl'6 ' 
.,ATERN LOEN Vt-. . 

FROM: CHARLIE LEPPERT~ 
SUBJECT: House Environmental Study Conference 

The attached information relates to the formation of the Environmental Study 
Conference in the House on January 27, 1975. 

The ESC will be a bi-partisan group of House Members seeking to provide 
accurate and complete information on matters of environmental significance 
and legislation. The conference has been formulated by a bi-partisan group 
of twelve (12) House Members, (Ottinger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler, 
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt:, Wirth, and Conte). 

The next organizational meeting is planned for Monday, Febraury 3, 1975, 
at 2 p. m. in Room 240 CHOB. 

cc: Bennett 
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R~ . 
ENV I Rorl1 ENT AL Is Ts 
BY. BRIAN B. KIN·:; -

WASHINGTON c AP) A BIPARTis AN PANEL OF 12 HOUSE MEMB:SRs TODAY 
ANNOUNC:SD ntEIR FOR1 ATION OF AN EN VIROI'lf'lENTAL STUDY CONFER.1'.:NCE TO 
COLLECT AND D ISTRIBU~ WITHIN THE CONGRE~s EVALUATED INFOR."l ATION ON 
TH:!!: ENVTROH1EHrAL ll1PACTS AND COSTS OF Lt:GISLATION. 

' 'THIS Is NO TINE TO HAVE TH:: 5:NVIROt-l1ENT AL MO'JENENT SH R!NK IN THE 
FACE OF THE ENERGY CRISIS ' ' SAID REP. RICHARD OTTINGER D-N. Y· 
PRINCIPAL ORGArI!ZER OF T~ GROUP HITH REP. HE:NRY H5:INZ 'R-PA· ' 

OTTirlGER AND REP. GILBERT GUDE.1. R~D. J .S A!D THEY nri NOT ~:.JT!CIPATE 
THAT THE GROUP tilOUL~ IssUE ENDORslll"lENT~ UR REJECTIONS OF SPECIFIC 
BILis• OTTINGER SAID Tl1E GROUP WOULD ' GATW.:::R THE BEST INFO.li1i ATION, 
sCIRNTtFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL , AND TH!N ' I THINK' THE CONCLUsIONs 
WOULD sPEAK FOR THS'lsELVES· ' 

OTT:rw;:sR s AID nrn: QUEsTt QNS OF s T AFFING J OFFICE SPACE AND FUt-IDs FOR 
THE GROUP HAVE NOT BEEN RESOLVED. ~IM ILAR <iROUPS AR! OPERATJ.:D WI TH 
STAFF AND MO~Y FRctl HOUSE M!iliBERS REGULAR OFFIC:S ALLOWANCES• 

REP. KEN HECHLER D-W• V At. A LEADING OPPOI'ENT OF STRIP MINtNG SAID 
THE GROUP'S SEINICE~ "WtLL ~R.t.:V:SNT THE KIND OF ECONOMIC BLACKMAfL 
THAT'~- GOING ON !N THIS COUNTRY" '.ilttt.:N AN INDUSTRY TI1 AT WANTS TO 
CHANG~ SITES SHUTS DO!NN A PLANT AND BLA'1Es ANTIPOLLUTION sTATUn:~ . 

R:SP. JOHN DINGELL· , n..,"1ICH· l SAID ENJIROH1ENTALISTS llJ!THIN THE-~UOUs! 
HAVE LQNG NSEDED A 1 REALf I,~sID:S: COORDINATING MECHANisi•I'' TO DRAW . 
ON :-OR INFOR·1 ATION IN BAT LING FOR ANT!POLLUTION MEASUR.'SS• 

ALSO, HEINZ SAID , ' 'WE' VF. GOT TO SEE THAT ENVIRot·l'l . .:NTAJ., PROTECTION · 
IS .l' T MAD! TIU·: FALL GUY" IN · ARGI.i1ENTS OVER HIGH:S:R FUEL COS TS AND 
INlLATION IN OTH~R BASIC COMl~ODITIEs. , 

• ~CHLER SAID THE GROUP'S .MEMBF:Rs ARE·. NOT ' ' ANTI-ENERGY BUT IT'S 
.GO- TO BE CLEAN ENERGY' 1 THAT DOES NOT ENDANG:SR PU~LI C HEk. TH OR 
~ A~R AND. AIR SUPPLIEs• 

EP. TIM WIRTH D-COLO. A FREslf1 AN SAID THAT EVEN IN HIS 
MI.ERAJ,. - RICH DisT~ICT THE. ! AcTs ARE IN~Ci'1PLETE ON VARIOUS FUEL-sUPPLY 
I~5U!S AND ALTERNATIVE~ ' AND THE Esc (~OULD ~LP NEW 1'1.EMBERS AND 

V!TERANs SORT OUT THE . BEi/J!LD~RLY ARRAY'' OF PROP Os ALs AND 
A RGli1 ENTS • 

OTHER$.INITIALLY INVOLVED IN THE CONFERENCE -- W.H!CH HAS INVITED ALL 
RF.:PREs:SNT ATI 'J:l!:S TO A FEB. 3 ORGANIZAT TONAL M EE:TING -- ARE REPS• LARRY 
PREssL:r<:R, R-S· D· ~ HENRY REUSS1 D-Wig. i. ALAN sTEELi1AN , R-TE"·; GUY 
V_AND!o:R J AGT , .~-N .. CH. , AND CH AHLES VA~.LK , D-OHI o. 
01-27-75 16:05EST 
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t-onutit>!l of Hoase Eu.vlron~cntal St~T 
Conf cTence 

.Patti J:'ride 
St.•ve Stocooyer 

.. .-
l/'!.7/7S 

Tvel-va MClOib•Ts of the House have <:irc-ulated a "Doar Collea5ua~ 
inYitin,& oth"r :re-ab.ors to joiA a 'bi·p-artisau ~iiV1:-on.~~11U1.l 
Study Coaf cronce. 

the pri.Qe :oyers ar~ JtichaTd Gt:tln:er (!i-~Y) 4nd Joba l!el:iz 
(R·Pa). Tho letter was s~~t Ja.JlWlry 24th to be Yece!Ye~ 1~ 
U.~'Shors'· first ~ail ~eliTeries oa ~onday, Janu2ry 27th. 
(Conto. ~bile ftot ~ co-siz,nor. is one of t~e o-rganiz~rs.) 

Sl.:natorie~ pa.rtleip:ited. in 4 ~ews con!ftr~nc:e 11~ 11 a~~. tod4T . 
at which they explained t!lc p~rpose of th.o Con!erence. as 
uo~ailed in tho attached htu1d·out. 

The orianlzors str~s~•d taat this is to be ~ bi·p~r~lsan ~o:p 
uhich will s~ek to ~roTi~o accUTat~ and connleto infor.lation 
to ill.1 i:terastod i-1e~hers. It wilt not bo talin6 ~esltions. 
on enY:iro~acntal issues, bot wilt be ~ cle~rlnsbc~se. {St&ff 
~~bars contr~sted t.!ae· good 1nfo~at1o9 AV~ilable QU stri~ 
.JldniBi bills ftS opposed to the mislnfo~ation on clc•n :ir 
which. vas abTOetd du.rtni lut you•s leg1slatlvc battlns.) 

~ Darina questio2s and aas~eTS fron godia (!ovnodiA T•~resout~·- · 
t!ves atte~4od) ~eabo~s strcsso.d. ~ho followini points: 

•• l!nergy and a cleau euviroanent ar9 J!Dt incorz;p~tl~lo; xo 
i::ust cnlar~o cuc-r£;Y ·supplle.s ~hilc sue.;?l~r4!inz tho cnvirouli..cnt • 

•• Such a stu~y c~nfer$nCc will transcend Co:!~itt~e juris­
dictions. thus givin~ ~cnbers bro~dor in.fol'»ttion than ~ottld bo 
aYailable £roa co~itt~o staffs. · 

•• Dota~ls as to office s~ace, staff. fln~nctnr ere yet to 
h workecl o!lt (partially d~eadent upoa iate't'cst o! ~rPhoH). 
b~t. basically* it is expectod that ~CJll~ers vill share t.!loir 
Elerk·hire ..Ilova:ices for stsff. 

. 
•• ttw oriazilzatioa uetlnr: vlll b& Monday. l'•bt'UU'7' 3rd. at 

~ % p.a. . 

Ail co•signors except Va.n~er Jast and PT&ssle~ parti~lpated in 
th• ~ovs con.f~ronce. 

Attachuats (%) 

... 
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Dear Colleague: 

Qtongres's of tbe ~niteb ~taus 
;!Joust of ltcpresentatibe~ 

\ m~ington, ;a.~. 20515 

.· 
3anuary 24> 1975 

. 
' 

. 

. 
l .. 
, .. 

.. 
' ·­. 
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·.· 

Ne are proposing to start an rnvironmental. Study Conference, 
the tentative purposes of which are: 

. .1. To give all Members interested in environmental legislati< 
a ·vehicle for furthering their environ~ental goals. 

2. To collect information about environmental problems and 
solutions, from knowledeable institutions and. organizations. 

3. To follow the status of environmenta1 legislat~~n for 
interested Members • 

.. ... ·. : . 
4. To alert Hembers when environmentally significant 

.. 

legislation is under consideration by Congressional Committees anc 
when such bills come to the floor of ~he Honse. 

-· 5. To serve as a two-way clearinghouse ltetween )fembers and 
scientists, and ~embers and environmental OTJ!anizations, in one 
direction giving information on Congressiona1 activities; in the 
other obtaining resource information for Members in connection wi1 
legislation ana hearin~s. 

6·. To serve as a two-way clearin~house b~tl-teen Hembers ·and 
environ"111ental lawyers, obtainin~ lcrraI advice on cnvi ronnental la"t: 
and enfo rcr..;.,.:.::·:: ~:~ ... .. .. b;:;:-.s ~ :~~ (:, :·,·:~:-;.::~.=~i; i~·._: : .:: ::.-:ic;i {·~ .... ~...:.. : .-··"";_;1·:.:. 

. 
7 • . Through Environnental Study Conferenc;; member task forces · 

investigating the operation of environmental 1aws and environment' 
threats that may be suscept.ible to legislati~ remedy,; -and provic!: 
a vehicle for );fembers to force public attention on environmental : 
problems and solutions • 

. 
It ~ is contemplated that the ESC will have a small staff· paid 

· : : · for out of •tembers' staff allowances and will seek office spac~ it 
· .the House office building complex. 

·. 

. · . - __ ...... •,.-p....,._•_ --· - - .·...-.-·-- • · .. ··-- · ·- -·------- ..... _ . .. _ --~-~ ~-
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~Jear Col league 
Environmental Study Conf crence 

It is further c~ntemplated that ESC 1.aii.nclude any interest 
Me~bers of either party. 

Environmental Study Conference will ~ctke positions, but w 
endeavor to inform Members of issues, - en-a:imrental consequences, 
ar.r~ements that·can be expected on all sll:s.~costs of legislatio 
vs. costs of lack of legislation, and al~·lpertinent ,informa 

l 
Environmental Study Conference will =W:Jclosely with 

environl'lental organizations and interestei-:..ientific groups. · Th· 
proposal has been discussed with all the"* environmental orga1 
zations and has their ~eneral approval. 

If you are interested in joining ESC~e: notify ?.fs. Joan 
Shorey in Congressman Ottinger's office,.:nsron 56506, by noon 
on Wednesday, January 29, if at all poss.ime .. 

An organizational l'leetin~ is planned -.13fonifa.y, February 3, 
at 2:00 p.m. in Room 240, Cannon House o~~eildin~. Please a: 
let \fs. Shorey know if you or a staff aidmK:.attend. 

Best regards. 

. · . 

1~1~L~ 
Ken I-Icchler 

L_ ______ ,: ... . . . ... ·--... .. -.,. 
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FOR I~f'tEnIATE RELEASE 
Monday, January 27, 1975 

f Jr\~ J ('.1l~:t . ,, 
.. ·.-. 

HON. RICHARD L. OTTINGER 
·Member of Congress · 
240 Cannon H.O.B. 
Washinp:ton, D.C. 
•(202) 225 6506 
Contact: 

20515 

>-. Nancy Mathews 

f ':J- . 

HON. H. JOHN HEINZ 
Member of Congress 
324 Cannon H.O.B. 
Washington, D.C. 
(202) 225 2135 
Contact: 

Jerry Kline 

III . ,-
\ 

20515 

~(!o~~isan group of >') Congressmen today announced the 

formation -of an Environmental Study Conference in the House of 

Representatives. Reps. John Dingell (D-Mich.) 11 Gilbert Gude 

(1.-Md.), Ken Hechler (D-W.Va.), H. John Heinz (R-Pa.), Richard 

.L. Ottinger (D-N.Y.), Larry Pressler (R-S.D.). Henry Reuss (D-
-..__ 

Wisc.), Alan Steelman (R-Texas), Guy Vander .Jagt (R-Mich.), 

Charles Vanik ·en-Ohio) and Tim Wirth (D-Colo.) join~d to·gether 

at a press conference today to discuss the reasons for the 

for~ation of the ESC and the go~ls they hope to accomplish by 

it. ··- Cofl-(:~ 

' .1 

The ESC, says its sponsors, would provide a Teh.icle f_or thl! 

collection and dissemination of environmental information for 

~-tembers of the House, especially as it relates to Congressional 

and legislative business. Among the purposes of the Conference 

would be to: 

-
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-·provide members interested in the environment with 
a veh!clc for furthering their legislative goals. 

--seek information about the environment from sources 
outside the Congress for the use of ESC members. 

--follow closely the status of environmentally-significant 
legislation 7 and to alert ESC members when these bills are 
under consideration in committee or on the House floor. 

--serve as a two-way clearinghouse between ESC members and 
informed outside sources, by gatherin~ information for ESC 
members and by providing outsiders information on Congres· 
sional activities. 

--seek information on environmental laws for ESC members, 
and to investigate their operation and enforcement. 

. --set up task forces within the ESC for pa~ticular sub­
~ ject areas, especially with regard to environmental 
\threats that may be susceptible to legislative remedy. 

· --provide a vehicle for ESC members ·to focus public 
attention on environmental problems and solutions • 

. These are just a few of the possible services, said the 

11 Congressmen, to be provided by the Environmental Study Con-· 

ference. -:They said they hoped to have a small staff and some .. 

(more: 

.~~· ' ...... : ... _~· .. · 
f ~ . :.· ; ,. • .f :; . : ; : J •• : ... 

-· ~ . 
. .. •. . , :. •· ..... c .. _, -. t • 

n' ' . . J· • •. ,.: f. ( .• ·. .! ~ • 

.. . ... . 
-----..- --·-----· -··- ,.., ·- •.. ---..........-~·. - - ·-··· -r-.... - ... -· .. .........,._..._. ______ ':' ·----- . 

. '" . •• ,. 

• 
• 

I .. . 
• • . , . . , .... - . 
·" -· •• • . . . 



,,.. 'f • ,. 

,,. .. •. 

·-· --

l 
; 
; , 

• .. :· !-_ . ... • : • • • . r "•.- •. : 
' -· ... ~ .· ' - ... -... 

i 
\ 

P.2 - ENVIROWtENTAL STUDY CONFERENCE 

office space in the near future to serve the ESC. 

·While.the ESC will not itself take positions, according 

to the sponsors, it will endeavor to inform i~ members on 

. various issues' on environmental consequences f)f proposed 

l~gislation, on the costs of proposed legislat:ion and on the 

co\-ts of failing to enact such le~islation. 

" 
-30· 

.. . . . ~. - . - . 
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Identical letters sent to Rep. Ottimger, Heinz, Dingell, Gude, Heckler, 
Pressler, Reuss, Steelman, Vanik, VanderJagt, Wirth and Conte. 

Pebruay 3. 1975 

Dear Mr. Ottinpr: 

I have read with interest the announcement 
of tho fonaation of the Envit"Omieutal 
Study Conference ill the House of hpreseata­
tives. 

If I •Y be of assistance to you or the 
Confertmce staff once you have completed 
your orpnization please call upon ao llhen 
necessary. 

Siaca"ely, 

Charles Leppert, Jr. 
Special Assistant for 
Leaislative Affairs 

The Honorable Jtichard L. Ottinpr 
U. S. House of a.pr .... tatlves 
Washington, D. C. 20S1S 



Draft of letter to members of Environmental 
Study Conference 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 11975 

Dear 

I have read with interest the announcement of 
the formation of the Environmental Study 
Conference in the House of Representatives. 

If I may be of assistance to you or the Con­
ference staff once you have completed your 
organization please call upon me when 
necessary. 

Honorable 

Sincerely, 

Charles Leppert, Jr. 
Special Assistant for 
Legislative Affairs 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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THE WHITE HOJJSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date 2-10 .. ?S-

To: C/ttv!t"e ~/I~ 
FROM: VERN C. LOEN ~ 

,,r'-j:"[;· 
lr <~' . 

/ <: 
l •..,;. 

Please Handle ~ :,··. 
~--~--...... ~-~ 

For Your Information -------
Per Our Conversation ------....--
Other: -r4o ~ )( f'1 
.A-a~-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHARLIE LEPPERT 

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

FROM: 

I noted with interest the formation o 
Conference. 

e House Environment Study 

This is something that should be followed closely, particularly to 
see what recommendations they come up with in reference to legis­
lation. It appears to me that VanderJagt might be our best contact 
in the group. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 11, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
VERN LOEN VL 
CHARLES LEPPERT, JR.~, 
House Environmental ~ Conference 

On February 3, I sent a letter to each of the twelve organizing members 
of the House Environmental Study Group offering my assistance. 

An organizational meeting of the group was held on February 3 but not 
well attended. A follow up meeting is planned. I .shall follow closely 
the organization and its recommendations as requested. In addition to 
VanderJagt I know personally five of the other organizing members. 



GUY VANDER .JAGT 
9TH 018TlllCT, MtCHICIAN 

€ongrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
•ouie of l\epreitntatibti 

UlUf)fn;ton. IMt. 20515 

March 4, 1975 

Mr. Charles Leppert, Jr. 
Special Assistant for 
Legislative Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Charlie: 

COMMITTEES• 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Thank you for your recent note concerning the re­
cent Environmental Study Conference in the House. I'll be 
pleased to keep in touch with you as the activities of the 
organization proceed. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

GVJ/dl 

Guy Vander Jag~ess ~ 1 

Member of ~ong:( tf. ~ r. 
:tr:Jt?;:. v (/ 

~ ~ 




