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.January 20, 1975 

uear Mr. Rangel; 

'l'lusnk you for t.he January 16 letter to the 
President which you cosigned as a 1;1Cru.bar of 
tho Congressional Ulack C~ucus. 

t know the President will appreciate having 
your coaY•\•ents on his Statu of tho Union ad
Qress anti tho alternative suggestions you 
and your co1leagues nave b1ade. 

I want to assure you that your letter will 
be called to the Presiuent's attention with-
0'1t ciel<ly. In addition, copies will !Je 
silar~a vith his ene:rqy and econoi:dc policy 
advisers. I a111 confident your presGntation 
will be studied very e;arefully. 

SinCGrely, 

Vernon c. t.oari 
Deputy Assistant 
to the President 

The llonorahle Cliarlas P.a.ngel 
uouse of ti..eprosentat:.ives ,,. 
Wanhingtc:m 1 o.c. 20515 / 

• 

bee; w/incoming to William Sei~n for DIRECT REPLY -
for the President's signature if appropriate. 

bee: w/incoming to Stan Scott - for your information 
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In addition to the preceding areas of major focus, followin~ 

are some forty pieces of legislation in ten major categories which 

are being introduced by members of the Congressional Black Caucus. 

In different ways each affects substantial segments of the nation. 

(1) CHILD CARE (CHISHOLM) A child care bill to be introduced 
would establish federally aided child development programs to 
provide, comprehensive services to children under the age of 
six. Building on the Headstart experience, there would be 
multi-service programs for young children and their families. 
While the program would serve a broad population definite 
priorities are established for poor children and those with 
special needs including migrants, handicapped and bilingual 
children. This w~uld also include children of working 
mothers and single-parent families. The bill would allow 
public and private organizations and•i.ns.tit.u.t-ions t'o •o.perat:e. • 
p,.r.o.gr.ams. 

(2) CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 

Voting Representation for the District of Colu"~i~ 
·tFAiJNTROY, DIGGS) Despite the first election oi local 
officials in a century in the District of Columbia this past 
year, Washington has no voting representation in the U.S. 
Senate or House of Representatives. A bill to be introduced 
later this year will provide for full voting members of the 
Senate and House from· Washington, D.C. 

Dishonorable Discharges (STOKES, METCALFE, YOUNG) To 
ameliorate the severe and inequitable social a11d economic 
consequences of dishonorable discharges, legislation is being 
introduced to require that there be only a single category 
of discharge from the armed forces and that reason for 
separation be kept confidential. 

Amnesty (DELLUMS): A bill introduced provides automatic 
general amnesty for failing to comply with any requirement of, 
or relating to service in the Armed Forces during our 
Indochina involvement. An Amnesty Commission would also be 
created. 

Discrimination in Bar Examination (HAWKINS): A proposed 
amendment to the Community Services Act of 1974 would provide 
for federal bar examiners for tempora~y periods in those 
states in which there is substantial and long standing 
evidence of discrimination in the administration of bar 
examinations. 

Psychosurgery Prohibition (STOKES): Under proposed legis
lation psychosurgery, including lobotomy, psychiatric 
surgery, behavioral surgery and all other forms of ~rain 
surgery to modify thoughts, action and behavior would be 
prohibited in any federally connected health care facility. 

Mexican-American Land Rights (HAWKINS): Two bills have been 
introuced • to guarantee, protect and, when necessary, to re
store the community land grants belonging to descendants of 
former Mexican Citizens. Further, the civil, religious, 
political and property rights of these persons are protected, ~-·~-~
as is their right to self determination. /~·~·· ~vr 

ii-., 

(3) CRIMINAL JUSTICE: 

Gun Control (DELLUMS, FAUNTROY, METCALFE, NIX): The use of·· ..... , .. _,, .. 
handguns and other firearms has become an overwhelming threat •· 
to the life and safety of Americans of all races. Black on 
black crime is an especially prevalent problem. Several bill~ 
offered by Caucus members and by others would ban the im
portation, manufacture, sale,purchase, transfer, transport
ation, receipt, possession and ownership of handguns, except 
in certain circumstances. These special circumstances would 
involve gun clubs, collectors, security guards and similar 
persons. An effective registration and reporting system 
would be established. A tax credit system for turning in 
handguns is proposed in some bills. The Caucus supports the 
strongest bill using these elements which can be passed. 












































































