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Loar Shirzleys

Thank you for yoeur Jpril 27 leitexr to
the Prasicaat regaxding the propesal
of Rrv. Zeorge Byexs for holding an
Argie Coumizy dutual Interest Sxchanee
Confareace.

Flasse be assured I shall call your letter
o the Prasident's sttention at the ssxlii~

Charlea Lappest, I¥.
Baputy Aasistant
3 the Presideat

The Hemsradls Zhivisy H. Zetiis
fiouse of Reprossntatives

Hasalagton, 5. €. 29315




Hay 6, 1976

Dear Mr. fyer:

Thank you for writing to ze in regard to the
proposal you have made for holding an Artic
Countries Mutual Interest Exchangs Conference.

As you know,(Congressman Don Young presented
this idea, on y
fore the appropriate mezmbers of the staff for
review. It is customary, when governuents of
other countries are involved, for such actions
to be initiated through the Departmemt of State.
liowever, please be assured that after a review
of your recommendation is completed, you will
hear further.

Sincerely,

Charles Leppert, Jr.
Deputy Assistant
to the President

Yr, George ii. Byer
Box 445
liomet, California 92343

bce: w/inc to General Scoweroft for DIRECT REPLY to Cong. Young.
Please note referral the letter from the Congressman
April 21 was for appropriate handling. In view of further
letter, including one from Congresswoman Pettis, it
appears a substantive reply is required.

CL:JEB:VO:kir




MEMORANDUM
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT

THRU: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. aq.
SUBJECT: Proposed Artic Countries Mutual

Interest Exchange Conference

Rep. Don Yom - Alaska) and Rep. Shirley Pettis (R. - Calif.)

to the President endorsing the proposed Conference as
suggested by Mr. George H., Byer of Hemet, California, and former
mayor of Anchorage, Alaska.

This office is now receiving telephone calls on the status of a
Presidential endor sement of this Conference. I recommend that a
response either endorsing or declining to endorse the Conference
be directed to Mr. Byer as soon as possible.

cc: Tom Loeffler
Pat Rowland
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MEMORANDUM NSCc# 1720

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

(Correspondence Referral)

Date: May 11, 1976

TO: STEVE MC CONAHEY
FROM: | JEANNEW. DAVIS g
REFERENC\?:

To: The President Date: March 1, 1976

From: Mr. George H. Byer

Subject:
Mr. Byer wrote asking for the President's support for an
information and exchange program involving the nations of
the Arctic region. Mr. Byer -- now living in California -- is
a former mayor of Anchorage, Alaska.

Comment:

A draft reply is attached at Tab A. The incoming letter,

together with Mr, Byer's White House correspondence
folder, is attached at Tab B.

Attachments

*% Please send a cy of the outgoing correspondence to Charles

Leppert, Jr., Deputy Assistant to the Pres for Congressional '
Affairs,




PROPOSED REPLY

Dcar Mr, Byer:

' The President has asked me to thank you for your recent letter
concerning your proposals for an information and cultural exchange
program involving the nations of the Arctic region,

Efforts such as yours to promote greater international cooperation
and understanding are to be commended. One possibility that you might
wish to consider would be thato/f:xploring whether or not there would be,
in the countries involved, interested towns or cities which might wish to
develop cultural and information contacts and exchanges at the town~to~-town
or city-to=-city level.

Thank you for bringing your proposals to the President's attention,

and please accept our best wishes for success,

Sincerely,

Steve McConahey

Mr, George H, Byer
Box ~ 445
Hemet, California 92343



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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Er. Presidentesse
'H,whe ACTIC COUNFRIZS UTUAL InWEIHST BACIANGE
CONFERENCE, a program to effectuate the needs

problens eof the arctic neighbors is now.into a
resolution before the Alaske Stete Legislaturc.

The endeavor has been noted by the Bicentenninl

5 —*By l’/xlham l Tobm...—.—‘-f--ﬁ

\\'HEN IT COMES to dreammﬂ big dreams
about the old home town, however, almost
nubody can match’ the Tormer mayor of An-
chonne, chrg,c Byer, now living in semi-re-
tirement down in California. Bycr ‘used to think

~un hic srainnte ae ha woain LE IR R S

Administration as''most note worthyl.by the Stat
Department as "constructive and worthwhile'and
the nations invelved are very recentive, waiting
the leadership needed.

A letter out of S'our office would do much to ad’
publicity. Hopsfully, 1 shall receive it,.-
e Y

rlhc n.c *Jou

?\rﬁ\

heo”ge H. Byer
Lox - 445
Hemet, Co.
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George H. Byer
P.O,Box 445
ok _ Hemet, California 92343

Dear Mr, Byer:
I am awfully sorry that we - by mistake - have not answered your

letter to the Ambassador dated November 28th,

The Swedish participation in the U,S., Bicentennial celebrations

./. includes various activities as you can sce on the list of Swedish plans
3 for the American Bicentennial year which is enclosed. The activities
k are to a large extent concentrated on Swedish~American relations,
None of them, however, deals with issues which are of mutual interest
' to arctic countries.

——
S

‘As we think that your idea of a meeting in Alaska is very interesting,
L
Q we are looking iorward to an invitation irom ti:e Stale of Alaska, mld
S,

we would do our best to promote SwedJ.sh part1c1pat1on. o

e

o

Yours sincercly

Ove Svens¥on
Cultural Attach#

.
{ LLYN
Q 1 ’:"
B, 5
| o |
| !
| A\
&
ADDRESS TELEPHONE TELLGRAM x>
. WATERGATE 400 12021 953-218) SVENSK RCA 24347
600 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE., MW, WU 52724

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20937
Usa




oy PGPy 0 A A A 2 g

<

-

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 17, 1976

Mr. George H. Byer
Box 445
Hemet, California 92343

Dear Mr. Byer:

Under Secretary Robinsocn has asked me to thank you for your
letter in which you have described your plans for an Arctic
Countries Mutual Interest Exchange Program. I regret that

we have been delayed in responding to you.

Your interest in furthering cultural exchange among the
peoples of the Northern Hemisphere is indecd a constructive
and worthwhile idea especially in this important year of our
Nation's Bicentennial. As a center for your proposcd pro-
gram, Anchorage is obviously a city for which you fecel much
pride and in which you envision much promise for the future.

Mr. Robinson joins me in hoping that the promising begin-
nings which you have described will lead to a successful
program that the people of Alaska and of neighboring coun-
tries can enjoy and from which they can benefit.

Sincerely,

ﬁ?}}%j 57 5 ’Q‘_(A/\“}n’fw:c\"\

<\\,/ ogohn E. Reinhardat
Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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Introduced:
Referred:

2/5/76
Commerce

IN THE HOUSE BY FISCHER
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 53
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to an Arctic Country Mutual
Interest Exchange Conference.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the arctic region of the world has become the focus of attention

for the Northern Hemisphere and 1ts.search for renewable and nonrenewable

resources to supply raw materials to the industrialized nations; and

WHEREAS the eight nations surrounding the Arctic Circle (Canada, Iceland,

Norway, Sweden, Finland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United

States, and Denmark) have each developed their own solutions to»the social;

economic and environmental problems of the Arctic; and

WHEREAS an exchange of information, opinions and solutions to the issues
and dilemmas facing the arctic nations would be beneficial to all pértici—
peting naticns; and

WHEREAS there does not exist at this time a formal mechanism by which
the arctic nations may meet to exchange ideas on the common issues facing
them; and

WHEREAS 1t would be an appropriate undertaking for the State of Alaska
in this year, our nation's bicentennial, to initiate an irnternational exchangd
of ideas of mutual 1nterest among arctic nations;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legilslature requests the Alaska
delegation in Congress to make the appropriate representations to the Pres;—
dent and the. Secretary of State to effectuate initiation of =n Arctic Country

dutual Interest Exchange Conference to be held in Anchorage in 1976; and be
it :
FURTHER RESOLVED that this conference initiate an exchange of infgPmatlor
[ i F
Y
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1 on social, economic and environmental issues to include but not limited to
2l discussions of health, transportation, telecommunications, economic develop-
.31 ment, energy resources development, arctic engineering, environmental conser-
4 vation, agriculture, land use and cultural cexchange and establish a formal
5'f program by which this exchange may coantinue in the future.
6 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Gerald R. Ford,
72l President of the United States; the Honorable Henry Kissinger, Secretary of
A e <
8l State; to the Ambassadors to the United States from Canada, Denmark, Finland,
9ll 1celand, Norway, Sweden and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; and to
100 the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and
4 Ul the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delega-
. 21l tion in Congress.
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Claims this is his third attempt to get answer from
White House re proposal for Arctic Countries Mutual

Interest Exchange Conference
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5,9;4 March 23, 1976
To Whom It lay Concernesee

Vision, no matter how worthy the project.
is not always an easy endeavor to get
across especlally where foreign particip|

ants are involved,

For that reason it needs the added gzgt-
ure relative to its worth and valuec.

This is my third attempt and I anm asazec
at the lack of response. & politiccl .
of course, but someone among the WalTli
HOUSE staff must have the authority to
respond to the merits of a most worth-
vhile undertaking in this bicentennial
year for an ARCTIC COUNTRIES MUTUAL

INTEREST EXCHANGE CON:Z Lhr“CBc,ﬁ_j

J:;bfincerelykigfbrc)\w

George He Byer

/'Former meyor of Anchorare




Alashy State Tegislature

SENATOR CHANCY CROFT
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

POUCH V 425 G ST
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 March 16, 1976 ANCHORAGE., ALASKA 990501
PHONE 807-465.3755

Mr. George Byers
Post Office Box 445
Hemet

California 92343

Dear George:

As you might have quessed, Helen Fischer took the ball and ran with it.
She introduced House Joint Resolution No. 51 and it breezed throuah the
House. When it came over to the Senate I didn't even bother to send it
to any of the standing committees but referred it directly to Rules. We
¥1aced it op the Calendar immediately and it passed the Senate unanimous-
¥

.

Enclosed is a copy of the final resolution. I think you had a great idea,
. I'm glad you wrote me about it and I'm glad I"was able to help.

Very/ truly yours «

<
ands o
hg’r:“c%? Croft. i;
CC/bf

Qh*i.*.ihllil.iillﬂhiﬂli*{‘!'iﬁil’i”‘i’i’iih*‘&h'liilii*liﬁiilili!I!fl.Q‘Qriﬂﬂlli.ﬂlht

Encl. As noted.

QQQ.I.Q‘#IQQQI’G.CI‘QQI'ﬁld'**.ﬁiﬂl'ﬂﬁﬂﬁ'&'*l‘&Iii‘iﬂﬁilﬂﬂiiﬁﬂﬁill’l!‘IQI‘“*.Q’.!C!.GH*

WHY DID THE PRESIDENT OF THE ALASKA STATE SENATE CALL IT A GREAT 1DEA? Because the ti
is right. An idea whose time has arrived should be pursued with every endeavor for it
is history in the making., International history, for Alaska and the unique city of
Anchorage at the crossroads of the air world, awaits this visionary reality.

Perspective leadership does not wait for - fulurictic tomorrow. It assumes the role to
at a place and time that are conducive to such happenings.

The ARCTIC COUNTRIES MUTUAL INTEREST EXCHANGE CONFERENCE, in the birthday year of Amc
15 a tribute to the 49th state whose international importance is destined for greatnc:
For the new consensus, in the role of interdependence among, the ARCTIC COUNTRIES, will
awaken the dreams and hopes of non existence. B

George H., Byer

" o WRESSRDEE
- o - e R —— e i S - rer
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CHAIRMAN:
HOUSE 8TATE AFFAINS COMMITICE

MEMDER)
CoOMMERCE CoMMIYTEYK
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

LYGIALATIVE ADDALSS
POUCH V
JUNEAU, ALASKA 02801

Represeutative FHelen M. Fiscljer

March 2, 1976

John E. Reinhardt
Assistant Secretary

for Public Affairs
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Reinhardt:

I'm writing in reference to the Arctic Countries Mutual
Interest Exchanse Program, Mr., George Byer sent me a copy of
your letter to him dated February 17, 1976. I felt that I
should write and inform you of the progress being made on this
proposal in the Alaska State Legislature.

The Resolution (llouse Joint Resolution 51) was introduced
on February 9, 1976. It has passed the House of Representatives
with a unanimous Do Pass and 1s now in the{Senate: -

We feel that this program is an cxcel&?ﬁ?‘ﬁﬁ} to extend a
hand of friendship to the other arctic countries, especially
since it is our Bicentennial year. Alaska, having the same

- social and economic problems as these countries, affords a
unique opportunity to originate this mutual exchange conference.

If you have any questions or suggestions concerning the
Axrctic Countries Mutual Interest Exchange Program, I would be
very happy to hear Irom you. Any cooperation you can give us on
this project will be sincerely appreciated.

e I, Fan

Helen M, Fischer

HMF/kb

Enclosur'//; fq §
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 17, 1976

Mr. George H. Byer
Box 445
Hemet, California 92343

Dear Mr. Byer:

Under Secretary Robinson has asked me to thank you for your
letter in which you have described your pians for an Arctic
Countries Mutual Interest Exchange Program. I regret that
we have been delayed in responding to you.

Your interest in furthering cultural exchange among the
{,\-a"“ =4

. 4 3 . . AT 2o,
people§3g£n$gg Northern Hemisvhers is jndsed a tructivey

- e g, T T & v . s 5 it i and)
egd(worthwnlleﬁlao' ecially in this imoortant vear OL GUT
c: SIS e e e K A@;-‘A.A.sz*mr;m”@_‘.pmnum..,h W T e B U e DR TR i

Nation's i) 1tennial. As a ceniter for your proposea pro-

i R L o = A, s .
gram, anchorage 1s cbviously a city for which you feel much
. mcaS A0S . a .
pride and"in which you envision much promise for the future.

Mr. Robinson joins me in hoping that the promising begin-
nings which you have described will lead to a successful

program that the people of Alaska and. of neighboring coun-
tries can enjoy an@ from wnicn they can benefit.

Sincerely,

¢ L4
; /B;f“z“’ﬁ & - ‘Q“?fm’naﬂo\i\
e John E. Reinhardt -

wtlo smston, ¢/ Assistant Secretary
l}'@'f"@ AYedesy”! for Public Affairs

S e e
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Introduced: 2/5/76
Referred: Commerce

IN THE HOUSE BY FISCUER
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 53
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to an Arctic © .untoy Hut;;;\\
3 Interest Exchange Crnforence. ____ﬂa’/

BE IT REéOLVED BY THE }EGISLATURE or THF STATE OF ALAUEA:
WHEREAS the arctic region of the world has becomce the frcus of attentlon

f'or the Northern Hemisphere and its search for renewable und nonrencwable

resources to supply raw materials to the industrialized pations; and

WHEREAS the eight nations surrounding the Arctic Cilrcle (Canada, Icv ..

Norway, Sweden, Finland, Union of Sovliet Socialist Rejubllco:, the inited

Status, and Denmark) have «ach developed their own oi ! o *o the sooli,

e

=eny

ceonomie an! environmental problems of the Arctlce; it

WREREAS an Qxchange of information, opinicns =i tolutlong tu the lssues
and dilemmas faclng the arctic nations would be btein Ulcial to all partici-
pating nations; and

WHEREAS there does not exist at this time a formal mechanism by which
the arctic nations may meet to exchange ideas on the conrmon issues fuclng
them; and

WHEREAS 1t would bec an appropriiate undertieisns ©op b Seate of Alnchkn

In Lhla year, our nation's Lleentennlal, * =0 ° - T R ﬁ.,

of fdens of mutual intercst among apretfe et o o ke
-;E 1T RESOLVED that the Alaska Stat: .oatbo ot T S el ki a

delegation in Congress to make the apprejriats @vp. o0t 0t 0 the Prests-

Hent and the Secretary of State Lo effeclaate LeAtaat e r o noEl e it e Santipy

#hutunl Intercst Exchange Confercnce to be held fo 50 0 * v © o g I

1t

FURTHER RESOLVED that this confervnie
ale

S lnloreat Loy

N il
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on soclal, economic and environmental issues to include but not limited to
discuscions of health, transportation, telecommunications, economic develop-
ment, energy resources development, arctic englneering, environmental conser-
vation, agriculture, land use and cultural exchange and cstablish a formal
- s, eeairntame s st ATy,
proFram by which this exchange may continue\in the future.
\COP!L of this resolution shall be sens to the Honorable Cerald R. Ford,

T e e e mw o e

President of the Unltcd States; the Honorable Henry Kissinger, Scerctary of

state; to the Ambassadors to the United States rom Canada, Denmuark, Finland,
o (i St 1§
Ieeland, Norway, Sweden and the Union of Soviet Soclallist Republics; and to

—

e
the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and

the Honcrable Don Young, U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delega-

- e, - -
v e P o e S Yo N gy ot e R—— A 00 SabGo P B L e MEnemml b N o o e e

tion in Congress.
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May 4, 1976
cay Shirley:
Thank vou for your 2pril 27 letter to
the I'recicent regaraing the propozsl
of Mr. Coorgs nyers for holding an
Artic Countyy HMutusl Interest Euchange
: Conferenca.
] Pleasa be assurcd I shall call your letter
; to the Prasident's attention at the earli-
3 est opportunity. I am certain he will
3 apprecieie having yowr cowmwmeats on this
) suggestion, : ; Frazat) a
E g © With kindest regyards, o Sy ‘
‘é $ s s : Sincerely,
. : ;
3
- Charles Lepperxt, Jr.
Deputy Assiastant
P to the President : 5
] : ;
s
The Honorable Shirley B, Pettis
fiousc of Representatives

Washiagton, Y. C. 20515

£t forx
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DISTRICT OFFICT 8!

L}
/sﬁlRLEY N. PETTIS
P42 EasT HiGnLAND AvENUT

' §710 Disrmicy, CALIFORNIA
SAN DERNARDING, CALIFORNIA
(714) 862-6030

1021 LoncwokTH BuiLDING

e Congresg of the Tnited States e

THouse of Repregentatives oo
Washington, D.C., 20515 e

April 27, 1976

COMMITTLCE ON
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

s -
A |

4
The President ’
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

This is in reference to Congressman Don Young's letter to
you of April 14, in which he brings to your attention an idea
proposed by my constituent, Mr. George H. Byer, a former Mayor

of Anchorage.
His proposal, entitled the Artic Country Mutual Interest
| Exchange Conference, appears to have wide-spread support in Alaska

and is one which I feel has a great deal of merit. Although it
does not affect my district in California, I would like to add

my endorsement at this time.

Any support and consideration you might be able to give
his plan will be greatly appreciated.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Shirley N. Petffis
Member of Congress

SNP:j1
cc: Mr. George H. Byer

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIDERS

- ey Sl aiule il ol d e 1 LA RO P e At 84 o
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1 Vay 6, 1976 -

Dear #Mr. Hyer:

Thaenk you for writlng to me in regard to the
proposal you have made for holding an Artic
Countrics sutual Interast Exchange tonfereiice.

As you know, Coupresszan Don Youug presented
this idea, on ycur behalf, and it is row be-
fore the appropriate weusbers of the staff fox
roeview. It is custorary, when governaents of
other countrics are iavolved, for such actions
to be initiated through the Lepurteent of State.
llowever, pledase be assured that after a roview
of your recomrucndation is cowpleted, you will
hear further.

Sincerely,

Charles Leppert, Jr.
Deputy Assistant
to the President

Hr. George (. Byer
Box 445
lienet, California 92343

\ _beerw/inc to General Scowcroft for DIRECT REPLY to Cong. Young.
i Please note referral §% the letter from the Congressman
April 21 was for appropriate handling. In view of further
letter, including one from Congresswoman Pettis, it
appears a substantive reply is required.

CL:JEB:VO:Kkir

i
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- » . April 30th
Good Morning Mre. Leppertees

I have the correspondence between you and
the very capable Congressman Don Young of
Alaska in which you, at the earliest,
would bring the matter of the ARCTIC
COUNTRIES MUTUAL INTEREST EXCHANGE CONFER
ENCE to The Presidents' attentione.

We thank you and knowing the very favora-
ble interest that it has received, it
will be greatly enhanced by his blessings

Perhaps, it would help you on some of the
essentials to have the enclosurese To
briefly summarise: Both houses of the
Alaska State Legislature have unanimously
pdbed resolution 5I as has the full assen:
bly for the city of Anchorage. Various
countries have shovm interest and like
Sweden are waiting the invitation. So
now the last good push toward its reality
in this bicentennial year of September
would be President Fords' endorsement and
a requestyby him, to the State Department
for their full support and cooperation

with all concernede
ECiatiVéQ,
2.
George He Byé‘:zct

Box - 445

714-926-3104
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. ‘DON YOUNG

CONGRESSMAN FOR ALL ALASKA
COMMITTEES:

INTERIOR AKD INSULAR
AFFAIRS

3 MERCHANT MARINE AND
FISHERIES

Congress of the Unitel States
THouge of RAepresentatives
_Washingtor, D.E. _ 20515

N

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1210 LONGWORTH EUILLING
TELEFHONE 202/225-5765

DISTRICT OFFICES

115 U.S. FEDERAL BUILDING
ANCHORAGE, ALAZKA 99501
TELEPHONE 907 /279-1587

202 U.S. FLDERAL BUILDING
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
TELEPHONE 907/456-6349

April 14, 1976""‘“~~~-;~;.R

Mr. George Byers
Post Office Box 445
~ Hemet, California 92343

Dear -George:

Thank you for your letter and phone call
regarding an Artic Country Mutual Interest Exchange
Conference. It is a commendable idea and one worthy
of pursuing. 5 g

Like you I am certain the Arctic countries
could benefit from a mutual exchange of ideas and
knowledge. I have talked with Conaressyoman Pettis!®
office and she 31s more {han wlllan Lo a~§¢,$mggl
bringing—thnas abouk. The altached ietter was sent
to the President for his action. As soon as I hear
word from him, I will be in contact with you again.
In December, the President visited Alaska (I traveled
with him) and he appeared interested in learning more
about our state. Hopefully this will further incite
his interest.

As I said, as soon as I hear something, I will
let you know.

Kind regards.
Singerely,
"‘g )m
" DON YOUNG

Congressman for all Alaska

DY :vg

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPECR MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS fe

L e AT g R
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DON YOUNG

CONSRESSMAN FOR ALL ALASKA

COMMITTEES:
INTERIOR AHD INSULAR
AFFAIRS

Congress of tI)e nited States
Touse of Representatives
_ Washington, D.E, 20515

.
April 14, 1976 —

MERCHANT MARINE AND
FISHERIES

President Gerald R. Ford
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

Exchange Conference.

{ Other Arctic countries

on issues of mutual interest. The Alagk

leglslatuve nassed House Joint Rcuolu,101 N
mwm E itkiiada

recently, i1n support or ir. Bycro 1qea.

unawvare of.

i R TR TR TF ISP T RPR

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1210 LoNGWORTH BUILDING
TELEPHONE 202/225-5765

DISTRICT OFFICES

155 U.S. FEDERAL BUILDING
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 95501
TELEPHONE 907/273-1587

202 U.S. FEDCRAL BUILDING
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 93701
TELIPHONE 807/456-6349

Mr. George Byers, former ‘Mayor of Anchorade;
has an idea that is worthy of- “eonsideration.
calls his idea thé Artic country Hutual incerest

Mr. Byers

such as Canada, Iceland,
Norway, Sweden, Finland etc. would be invited to
Anchorage, Alaska, to discuss and exchange knowledge
2re

AsS you know
from your visit to Alaska last winter, living in a far
Northern country creates many prcblems that people

1 living in the Continental United States are completely
. Since the construction of the Alaska
pipeline began, many Americans have taken a great
interest in our state and I think that whatever coneg
of this conference would be of interest o evprvone.

worthy end2avor would De Groacly dppreclatce

1 Kind personal regards,

Dt
DON YOUNG

Congressman for all

DY:vg

e s —

Singerely,

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS

% Your consideration and bleqﬂwng to this

Alaska
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Alaska State Tegislature

SENATOR CHANCY CROFT
" PRESIDENT_OF_THE SENATE

-~——
POUCH V

LoMEAY  ALALKA DOOI! March 16, 1976 T 425 G ST,

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 89501
Front BO7 4€3.373% _'-’“’)

]

‘r. George Byers
Post Office Box 445
Herot

California 92343

Dear George:

As you might have quessed, Helen Fischer took the ball and ran with it.
She introduced House Joint Resolution No. 51 and it breezed throush the
House. When it came over to the Senate I didn't even bother to send it
to any of the standing committees but referred it directly to Rules. Me
$1ncnd it on the Calendar immediately and it passed the Senate unanimous-
1

s d

Enclosed is a copy of the final resolution. I think vou had a areat idea,
I'm glad you wrote me about it and I'm glad I 'was able to help.

Very/ truly yours

Lants

hancy Crott

Ce/vf Lo

"00.!....'.Iu_..!0.00QI'.OlQ*G.i’lll.G.i.ii'ii’lliii'!ll“.li&l’iil‘liﬁl-ilfl.{ii&i‘b*‘ “
.

te-1  fic notpd.
M R R ey e R R R S R R R R S RS AR A B g
U OILU T PMASIDENT OF THE ALASKA STATE SENATE CALL IT A GREAT IDEA? Because the
“1.f t. An fdea whogse time has arrived should be pursued with every cndeavor for 1
(0 "t 7 is the muking. International history, for Alaska and the unigque city of
i7fc At the croccroads of the air world, awaits this visionary realitye.

i Pt
.f : . f‘tf leadership does not wailt for -futuristic tomorrow. It assumes the role t

¢ ani time that are conducive to such happeningse.
'.’-4: . MTUINS MUTUAL INTEREST EXCHANGE CONFERENCE, in the birthday yeer of Avr

R .,;",E" the 4yth state whose international importance is destined for greatnc:
Viiin teg quofbensuc, in the role of interdependence among, the ARCTIC COUNTRIES, wil!
- the dreaxs and h A '

opes of non existencee i S A A
- George H., Byer

T e ey

IOV . - i oy
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POUCH 6-650
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99502
(907) 274-2525

0. Municipality
o1
Anchorage

>/ . :
-
C Coverncr Jay S. Hanmond

Office of the Governor

Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99801
—

A
Dear Govexner—Hamond:

GEORGE M. SULLIVAN,
MAYOR

Enclosed is a copy of Resolution AR No. 34-76 which was
passed by the Anchorace Assembly on April 6, 1976, in support
of louse Joint Resolution No. 51.

Anchorage is very interested in an exchange of information,
opinmions and solutions to 1ssues and dilemnas facing the Arctic
nations and we would enthusiastically assist vou and your
Administration t0 WOk lor the successiul culmination of the
proposea Iirst Conference during our Bicentennial year as
verified by the enclosed Resolucion.

WIS -
Sincerely,
L] 42417
- /éeorg Sullivan
Mayo,

Enclosure
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April 5, 197?>

Fobert Jd. McCleskey, Assistant Secretary-———""""""""TTTrme

{ congrencional Felalions e ' ‘tﬁ“‘a\“
Depnrtzont of State E ‘P\\/ﬁ \\
'ﬂ.'\nhin(-',ton, D.c. 20520 O / . é

il -

In responge to your March I5th lotter to Alaska's Senator-Stevenny; 11 appears that
vou have failed to valuate the real purpose and percpective projection of the ARCTIC
COLNTHIES MUTUAL INTEREST EXCHANGE CONFERENCE due, in part, perhaps to the lack of
(-'\f,\rl anatione.

o
-\

ponr Mr. McClockeyeeso

mo reiterato Mr. Charles Robinson, Undersecretary of State for Economic Affairs who,
at the global economie talks that convened in Parlis Decexzber I6th pact, based hic
reantoning on this valuation...."The United States views this preparatory conference
nt. nn cosential step in search for a new global consensus based on cooperation. Wo
accept tho reality of cconomic interdependence and recognize that what diminishes
the cconomic success Of the developlng nations diminishes our own'...

Our cndeavors are, however, merely projecting the basic philosophy of the United Sta!
¢t in recognizing that the oconomic success of the arctic countries has a pronouncud
bearing on our very own success. Interdependence among the arctic nations is the
valued projection on which this proposed gathering is bosed.

The visionary resolution as esdopted by the Alaska State Legislature in its broad
orenda matters may appear to be over ambitious with worizshops, colloguies and progra-
cte The intention was not designed for the initial purpose but of resulting futurc
poseibilities. Rather a preparatory, an introduction if you will of the arctic natio
pernpectives that could offer the greatest unity of purpose based on economic realitl
icu of cooporation. And since the arctic constitutes -a major source of raw material
- the subject of oconomic industrial development is of prime importance.

In ny October I7, 1975 letter to Mr. Robinson on learning that the Comnission on Ruvw
M:iteriale ond lndustrial Develovment planned to meet elsewhere other than in Paris,
1 provosed an hAlaska meeting because of the merits of the arctic resources. Tris in
cuncistent with my 25 years of Alacka international vision.... A suznit conference
proposul as chairman of the international affairs for the city; as mayor, a congres
fon~l bill by the former Semator Gruening to establish a international reception and
inc¢usirial information center at the airport; as borough assemblyman an adopted stat

3vr1nlnturc resolution to establish an arctic economic commissicn in the United
Nations.
L]

To accompiich this awakening reality, in the birthday year of America, the State
Depurtzent has, by exporiencoe from the global economic conference in Paris, the
krnowledpe, functional facts and learncd results to share some of these essentials
#nd to reghape some of these major importances applicable to the arctic conferencee
+ho findings of the Commission on Raw Materials and Industrial Dovelopment 1is of
s°rthy economic value in furthering the perspective of the arctice

Al.tka holds a prestigious place in the hearts and minds of its arctic nelghbors =6
T lated by but one enthusiastic Sweden...."As we think your idea of a meeting in

i; ‘ra 16 very interesting, we are looking forward to an invitation fronm the State ¢
o

‘N e ew
' icfere, let us look to the United States 2s the leader and through the State Dopo
" ' 'avito and program the conference based on valucs gained and ghared moving los
;.C'“lurntivo economic step of interdependence among the arctic nations. For 1t in
{;\!:r to have dreams like Thomas Jefforson, Abe Lincoln and Martin Luther K!rge.---
iy !¢ of abetter tomorrow.Porhaps, the boct ve as Americans can do in our Hicem!
* lu Jdroan of what we want Lo be able to cclebrate five or ten years from Bow WY
"tate ourgelves to fulfilling the nocescary steps. By taking tho initiative 19
. '7My *:i are extending the horizon both at hozme and abroad. fully
--s President Ford; Secretary Kiscinger; Senator Stevens; chpect'u; f
Sunator Qravel; Representative Young; Governor Hammond; Mayor == :c: . ’ I

i B
Sullivan . Qeorge Hs ~
R L Q*. 'oko\,\

SRy ; e M
<
1 24

.
L)
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Requested by: Chairman of the Asscimbly
at the-request of the Mayor

epaTientof, Law

April 6, 1976

Prepared by:
For Reading

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 34-76

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51

rd

VHEREAS, House Joint Resolution NO. 51 proposes an Arctic
Country Mutual Interest Exchange Conference to be held in Anchorage, Alaska,
during 1976; and
WHEREAS, Anchorage is critically interested in an exchange of
information, opinions and solutions to issues and dilemnas facing the Arctic
nations (Canada, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, the Union of
Sovict Socialist Republics, and the United States of America); and
WIHEREAS, thc proposed Arctic Country Mutual Interest Exchange
Conference’is an attempt to establish a formal mechanism by which the Arctic
nations may meel periodically to exchange idecas on common issues and
problems;
/NOW,, THEREFORE, the Assembly of Anchorage resolves:
Section 1. That the Anchorage Assembly supports the proposed
Conference ;md requests the Alaska Congrcssic;na) delegation to make the
appropriate representations to the President and Secrctary of State to effect

initiation of an Arctic Country Mutual Inlerest Exchange Conference.

i Coed kg vtk B
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AR 34-76
Page 2

Section 2. That the Municipality of Anchorage would enthusiastically

S

assist the Governor of Alaska and his administration to work for the successiul

culmiration of the proposed first Confercnce during our Bicentennial Year,

]

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this

day of - 19765

Chairman

ATTEST:

\ hiunicipal Clerk
— A P T

> Az eSO
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April 21, 1376

bagar Iens -

Thanx you for your Rprii 14 lotctwr t tha
Presideni ragardims tde pronosali of,

. Ceorge Syers for noliisy an ALY
Countsy Xatugl Interest fxcadiga Coafsrence.

Pleaseo bo assured I 3hall calli your lattox

2o the Presisent’s atitentlicon ab the sariisst
panortaniiy. I as cartain he will appre~
clate baviang your comaenks on this swggesticon.

dith kindesk recards,
; Sinseraly,

Chaxlea Leppart, or.
weunty Assiztant
ta thae Prasident

Yhe doaorabla Don Young

iioupe of Beprowentitives
¥ashingtoe, D,C. 255135

ClaJES:V0:ra

bee: w/iancoming to General Scoweroft for oppropriate handling.

WIS St ? S o
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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April 30, 1976

Mr. George Byer
P. 0. Box 445
Hemet, California 92343

Dear George:

I have received your recent letter regarding the proposed
Arctic Countries Mutual Interest Exchange Conference.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the telegram I have
recently sent to President Ford urging action by the State
Department in initiating this proposal. I know of your
past interest and efforts in other such proposals bringing
together Arctic representatives, and I applaud your
efforts in this regard.

Please let us know if we can be of further assistance in

this matter.
Shcerely,
7

S. Hammond

Enclosure



& OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
BOX 400
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 995IC

GEOROE M, SULLIVAN May 6, 1976

Mavonm

Mr. William J. Gordon
Special Assistant
Office of the Governor
Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Bill:

Enclosed is information regarding the Resolution passed
by the Anchorage Assembly on April 6, 1976, in support
of an Arctic Country Mutual Interest Exchange Conference
proposed to be held in Anchorage during 1976.

I hope the Governor will wire the President to urge his
support to the State Department on this also.

Sincerely,
Yy

@S:lo ‘;
Enclosures




TELEGRAM

April 29, 1976

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
President

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Ford:

The Municipality of Anchorage and the Alaska State
Legislature have both passed resolutions in support
of an Arctic Countries Mutual Interest Exchange
Conference to be held in Anchorage. I agree .that
this gathering could be beneficial to all parties
involved and urge you to encourage the State
Department to initiate action on this proposal.

‘Sincerely,

Jay S. Hammond
Governor

cc: The Honorable George Sullivan
Mayor
Municipality of Anchorage

The Honorable Mike Bradner
A aska State Legislature

The Honorable Chancy Croft
Alaska State Legislature

Mr. George Byer
Hemet, California






could not have been anticipated for this or the next

fiscal year. llowever, the Department would be
pre-ared to transmit rough acili abraad
1nv mm ate.0 Q.dntended

Qar;;g;gg ts E sugh g confere gg a§ Algg a ggg;des

to hold.
Sincerely,

( Blorsting A

Theodore Sellin
- Polar Affairs Officer




Theodore Roosevelt Community Adult School
456 South Mathews Street
Los Angeles, Califormia 90033

The Honorable President Gexrald R. Forxd

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

In our International Studies we recently learned of the Arctic

Countries Mutual Interest Exchange Conference planned for

Anchorage, Alaska, in this Bicentennial year, during the month

of September. A conference based on their mutual interests,

relative to their interdependence and cooperation, is a worthwhile

and commendable idea.

The News Media in California makes much of the Ford--Reagan

differences in foreign policies., Therefore, in the esteemed

position you hold in our republic, a noteworthy gesture that

would gather favorable foreign reception, would be this proposed

conference of Arctic nations.

May we encoutage this project on its merits and further request

that the State Department help insure the reality of one of the

bicentennial's most visionary undertakings.
Respectfully yours,

azfmﬂiz It

Dorothy S. Sanal, Teacher»»Counsel&f; Vﬂﬁ}

s,

cc: Seceetary Henry Kissinger, Secertary of State, Washington, D.C.
2052¢

Governor Jay Hammond, State Capital, Juneau, Alaska, 99811





