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COUNSELORS IVU - 2

the President said, in effect, "Here is the problem. I am
tending in this direction. But I need to have some addi-
tional information, and I would appreciate your views." It
was not a case of saying, "Here is the problem, what should
I do about it?"

Mr, Marsh: When the President brought the subject up,
there was a free and frank exchange of views. Different
aspects of it were discussed that would give him reason to
think and reflect. There was a solicitation and opportunity
for staff to make an input face to face.

Q Did anyome object to the decision?

Mr, Hartmann: I wouldn't call it so much objecting to it
as pointing oﬁt certain pif.falls, certain consequences th%t

- more =




COUNSELORS IVU - 3

fnight flow from it which might be adverse to his political
interests. But he really didn't seem very concerned about
that.

R I;r. Ford was essentially a "loner" in making the final
jecision --

Lﬁ'. Marsh: It was a lonely type of decision for him to ha
Lo make, but I don't think the decision was out of charac-

ter.

D Would it be correct to say that Mr. Ford had made up

Hecided to get it out of the way without going through an
empty criminal process?

Mr. Buchen: I'm certain that was in his mind. He assumed

Hecide to save him? When he first steps upon the plank or

Yhen he gets to the middle or when he gets near the end or

that inevitably some clemency had to be shown. The question

Is, if you know a man is about to walk a plank, when do yod

ye

his mind to pardon Nixon whatever the courts did, so he Just




COUNSELORS IVU - k4

when he plunges over and you dive after him to save him
from drowning? It's a question of the most humane timing.
Q Was Mr. Ford's main consideration the extent of the suf
fering that Nixon had already gone through?

|Mr. Buchen: Not so much the Nixon suffering but what the

™ma fu Ve L\bd fD
hexg\ watche# this man go step

country would go through as t
by step toward the brink.

Mr. Hartmann: The President's inclination was clear. It
was his intention,from the beginning that as soon as he ha

reached a firm decision in his own mind he wanted to state

that decision without any further delay.

he has a tendency to make up his mind first on important
issues and then ask for s‘upporting material?

Mr., Hartmann: vI don't think th-:ls particular d_ecision is a
Lall typical of the norm in his decision-making process. T

pwas a particularly personal decision -- one that was a mat

R Does the President's decision on the Nixon pardon suggegt

his -




















































































































