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U.S. News & World Report 
WASHINGTON 

2300 N STREET, N . W . . WASHINGTON , D . C . 20037 

Mr. Robert T. Hartmann 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Bob: 

September 10, 1974 

Enclosed is the tran.script of our interview with you, Mr. Marsh 

and Mr. Buchen as we have edited it for size and plan to use it. It is 

important that you make only necessary alterations and that you preserve 

the conversational language. 

As Paul Martin has explained, because of our press requirements 

it is absolutely essential that we have the approved interview returned 

by the close of business today. I have asked John Mashek to keep in touch 

with you and to pick up the manuscript from you as quickly as it is ready. 

It is essential that all corrections be made to this master copy 

of the manuscript, which will become the approved original. Thus, any cor-

rections which Mr. Marsh and Mr. Buchen wish to make must be incorporated 

in this copy. 

We would prefer that no mention be made to the press or others 

that we plan the interview. 

Sincere thanks to the three of you for some candid views and for 

the time you gave us. I know the interview will command wide attention. 

MLS:n 

Sincerely, 

g~ 
Marvin L. Stone 
Executive Editor 

Digitized from Box 18 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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ORlGl AL TRANSCHIPT 
INTERV:ml WITH 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN' COONSELOR TO THE PRESIDENT ....... _ __....._ P' '/} I. I':'· 
JCHN o. MARSH, JR., COONSELOR TO THE PRESIDENT .-. tJ.Y 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN, CHIEF LEGAL t/ , 

"u .a.News & World Report" 

I . i .. c- 'YA·-:: s !.)E .\,)/ 

Washington, D. C. 
septem.ber;9, 1974 

Q Gentlemen, President Ford's decision to grant fUll par 

de11 to former President Nixon was both sudden and dramati • 

Does it generally reflect the way Mr. Ford runs the White 

House? 

• :eu.chen: ID SCllW W&¥s, yes, &BEl-tt -othexs, no. 

reflect a 
..... ...-. _,,.,,,.,.,., 

tat ··;:f::Wet::l,Qll aad: let the conse1t1:l9Dces take care 0-C t.Bems 

Pre.ardent 
• .,rord realized that a move as sudden and dramatic as 

one would have mixed consequences which could not have be 

evaluated, however long he studied the problem. This was 

e11e decision where he had to reflect more in his own mind 

than consult other people, as he usually does. 

i:efleet his will:blgness to-make 'DeM ieciaioas ... 

In the case of the Nixcm pardon, did the President ask 

his top staff members for advice on what to do? 

Mr. Hartmann: We were first made aware of the issue when 
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the President said, in effect, "Here is the problem. I 

tending in this direction. But I need to have sane addi-

tional information, and I would appreciate your views." t 

was not a case of saying, "Here is the problem, what shou d 

I do about it?" 

Mr. Marsh: When the President brought the subject up, 

there was a free and frank exchange of views. Different 

aspects of it were discussed that would give him reason t 

think and reflect. There was a solicitation and opportun ty 

for staff to make an input face to face. 

Q Did anycme object to the decision? 

Mr. Hartmann: I wouldn't call it so much objecting to it 

as pointing out certain pitfalls, certain consequences th t 

- more -
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ght flow :f'rom it which might be adverse to his political 

terests. But he really didn't seem very concerned about 

Mr. Ford was essentially a "loner" in ~g the final 

• Marsh: It was a lonely type of decision for him to ha e 

o make, but I don't think the decisiai was out of charac-

Would it be correct to say that Mr. Ford had made up 

is mind to pardon Nixon whatever the courts did, so he j t 

ecided to get it out of the way without going through an 

pty criminal process? 

• Buchen: I'm certain that was in his mind. He assumed 

hat inevitably some clemency had to be shown. The questi 

s, if you know a man is about to walk a plank, when do y 

ecide to save him? When he first steps upai the plank or 

or when he gets near the end or 
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hen he plunges over and you dive after him to save him 

tran drowning? It's a question of the most humane timing. 

Was Mr. Ford's main consideration the extent of the s 

fering that Nixon had already gone through? 

• Buchen: Not so much the Nixon suffering but what the 

m•y ~ vr h"tJ fo 
country would go through as theyr\ watch• this man go step 

y step toward the brink • 

• Hartmann: The President's inclination was clear. It 

intention,tran the beginning that as·soon as he ha 

eached a firm decision in his own mind he wanted to state 

hat decision without any fUrther delay. 

Does the President's decision on the Nixon pardon sugge t 

a tendency to make up his mind first on important 

and then ask for supporting material? 

• Hartmann: I don't think this particular decision is a 

11 typical of the norm in his decision-making process. is · 

particularly personal decision -- one that was a mat 














































































