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The President
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Landing, Takeoff Crowds Friendly

President Ford, still smiling after a fast pace five
hours in Omaha, made a handshaking and handwaving exit
from his native state.
Some 5, 000 persons welcomed him, and several hundred
were on hand to see him depart Omaha.
As he deplaned from arrival, loud cheers could be heard
from the crowd. Some of those on hand to welcome the President had waited for five hours. At one point the line extended
· more than a quarter of a mile from the gate to the arrival
location.
Eager hands stretched to meet him as he advanced slowly
·-down the line shaking hands with the crowd. He told his
audience that he and "214 million Americans appreciate and
recognize the important function that all of you have as a part
of SAC."
Omaha World Herald -- 10/2/75

Security Vast; Four Incidents Probed
Police Chief Says Net Heaviest Ever

Security protection for President Ford was "heaviest ever
given to a visting dignitary," Police Chief Richard Anderson said.
Police and Federal authorities investigated at least four
inCidents.
Omaha World Herald -- ·10/2/75
"Rahs" Outnumber "Razzes" for Ford
It was mostly a pro-President Ford crowd that greeted him
when he arrived at the Omaha Hilton.

However, there were a few critical signs held by Federal
employees who apparently disagreed with Ford's recommendation
·that recent Federal pay raises be limited to 5 percent.
Pro-Ford signs said, "We Want Four More Years Of Ford",
"Welcome Home, Jerry". "We Want Ford In '76".
A group of Creighton students and another group of students
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha carried signs welcoming
Ford.
Omaha World Herald
10/2/75
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Security Stepped Up for Midwest Swing
Aides Call Enthusiasm Greatest Yet
More than 1, 000 regional leaders have assembled in Omaha
for today' s Conference in which top government officials led by
President Ford will answer questions about the state of the Nation.
Cabinet members, including Secretary of Agriculture Earl
Butz, arrived Tuesday night to attend private dinners with representatives of the 17 organizations sponsoring the White House
Confe renee.
White House aides said the Conference is the tenth in a
nationwide series started by President Ford when he assumed
office last August.
They said response to invitations to the Omaha Conference
has been the most enthusiastic so far.
"I haven't seen anything like this anywhere before,"
Conference planner Jeff Eves said.
Eves said press coverage plans for the Omaha meeting
appeared to be greater than previous conferences including two
held earlier this month in St. Louis and Seattle.
"There will be about 300 members of the local and regional
press, plus another 100 from the national press," Eves, a former
Omaha resident, said.
Gavel to gavel television coverage is planned by one commercial station, WOWT, Omaha and public television networks
in Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota, Eves said.
The Morning World Herald-- Omaha, Neb., 10/1/75

-3Des Moines Register, Sept. 26 , 1975
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"Working the Fence" -- President Learns From Meeting the People
President Ford feels he learns a lot in his forays around
the country, despite the security r~sks.
Ford told a news conference recently that ''you'd be
amazed" at how much you learn when you are into the vernacular
of the White House "working the fence" and meeting the people.
He particularly enjoys shaking hands and the personal contacts
that distinguish him as perhaps the least isolated President in
recent times.
Reporters traveling with Ford have kept an ear cocked as
' they troop the line with him to find out just what he is hearing
that may possibly add to his knowledge. Most of the time the
chance expressions add up to "Hello, Mr. President, you're
doing a wonderful job, 11 or "God Bless You," or "Thank you
for coming."
The feedback for Ford is a genuine reflection of the joy of
seeing and meeting a President of the United States. They wait
for hours for a smile and a handshake. And these forays, there
rarely is any time for any dialogue or expression of new ideas.
But sometimes Ford does hear the concerns of the people
expressed. He's more likely to gain his insight on the road
when he holds a question and answer session with delegates to
the White House Conference on Domestic Policy.
Although more than any other President perhaps, Ford has
made himself available at airports to local reporters who have
a question or two. He also is spreading the interviews around
when he travels -- sometimes with the editorial board of a
leading newspaper of the top interviewers of the local TV station.
The questions at the White House Conference cover the range
of domestic concerns. Sometimes the questions are soft, but other
times he is forced to field the tough ones. He doesn't seem to mind
a bit. In fact he enjoys the question and answer sessions more than
making a speech, and handles the quizzing with ease. That format
gives him a great opportunity to shine as a personality.
It also gives the questioner a chance to pour out his problems.
Sometimes the questions become speeches, but Ford takes them
in stride and listens patiently. Whether his answers are acceptable
or not, he usually is applauded afterwards which is a special courtesy
he does not get at his high powered news conferences in Washington.
Helen Thomas, UPI, White House Reporter; Omaha World Herald

9/30/75
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Ford Surprises
President Ford's plan to address a Conference on Economic
and Domestic Affairs in Omaha surprised officials at Republican
State Headquarters.
Lloyd Herbener, Executive Director of Nebraska GOP Headquarters, said from Lincoln that he knew nothing of the
President's scheduled visit until a World Herald reporter told
him.
President Ford plans to return to the city of his birth to
attend one of the series of White House Conferences on Domestic·
and Economic Affairs, a spokesman for the Greater Omaha
Chamber of Commerce said. The Chamber is one of the seventeen Nebraska and Iowa organizations sponsoring the Conference.
About 1, 000 are expected to participate.
Omaha, Neb,, 9/13/75

Omaha World Herald,
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Ford Praises American Farmers
President Ford Wednesday heaped praised upon America's
farmers and said they are not to blame for the Nation's economic
problems.
In an address before the Omaha White House Conference,
the President said the farmer "has too often been made the
scapegoat for economic problems." "The price of meat goes
up-- blame the farmer. The price of milk goes up-- blame
the farmer. Well you know and I know the farmer is not to
blame for the high prices we have today."
He said the American farmer has produced a miracle of
abundance which is the "envy of the rest of the world."
The President was interrupted by applause more than 10
times during his speech which also pointed out the important
role faced by the farmer and international trading between the
United States and foreign nations. Council Bluffs Nonpariel,
Council Bluffs, Iowa, 10/2/75

Ford and Company "Tells It As It Is"
President Ford's "town hall style meetings," designed to
return the Federal Government to the local level by a series
of "White House Conferences" across the country, seem to be
winning public approval -- if attendance at the tenth such meeting
in Omaha this week is a fair sample -- but whether they are a
political asset or a liability depends upon the individual partisan
appeal.
The Omaha Conference, though well-planned and efficiently
, operated was grossly oversold. The Hilton site had ample
capacity for a 1, 000 invited guests but with 17 sponsoring
organizations from Nebraska and Iowa -- plus the Iowa Press
Association, which was apparently invited to send 16 representatives as an afterthought -- it was about 400 oversold.
As a result, many guests who had paid their Conference fees
were instructed to seek their noon subsistence elsewhere and apply
for a $5 refund. Conference participants refused to duck any hard
questions.
Answers by officials to tough questions may not be politically
expedient for the 1976 Presidential sweepstakes, but it represents
"tell it like it is" attitude that has long been absent from Potomac
pronouncements. The Times-Republican, Marshalltown, Ia., 10/3/75
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Ford Tells Midlands Tax Cut Plan Sought
President Is Candid on Defense Dispute
President Ford said Wednesday he expects to propose continuing Federal tax cuts.
He expressed optimism for substantial grain exports,
especially to the Soviet Union, and said nothing would stop him
from continuing his travels around the country and running for
the Presidency next year.
His most striking response to questions from six Midland's
reporters concerned the apparent rift between Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger and Defense Secretary James Schlesinger.
The President met with the six reporters for a televised
press conference shortly after he arrived in Omaha. He was
asked about Schlesinger's statement that The Pentagon knew
nothing of discussions between Kissinger and Israeli officials
on the possibility of supplying Israel with Pershing missiles.
"I don't think there is any disharmony" between the two,
Ford said. "On some occasions, two very able men have some
disagreements, but there's nothing that has seriously jeopardized
the execution of our foreign policy or the carrying out of our
national security program."
"In the case of the Pershing missile, the shopping list that
was given to us by Israel was known to The Pentagon. No question
about that."
"Whether Secretary Schlesinger saw it or not I can't guarantee.
But The Pentagon had that shopping list."
Later, UPl reported that Schlesinger has "all but ruled out"
delivery of the Pershing missiles to Israel despite an earlier
"virtual promise" by Kissinger to the Israelis.
The President de scribed the matter as a "minor incident"
and said, "I have two fine Secretaries and if there are any
differences, I make the choice. Sometimes it's healthy to have
different viewpoints as long as somebody can make the decision."
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Ford Tells Midlands Tax Cut Plan Sought (cont.)
The question about tax cuts was prompted by the possibility
that the $30 billion reduction in income tax, intended to bolster
the economy, will expire December 31st. The President said
he and his advisers are "in the process now of finalizing my
recommendations in that area. 11
The President commented on a number of other issues:
Spending cuts: 11 We 1llalso cut down on Federal expenditures
so that we 11l have a better fiscal situation for the Federal
Government. 11 Grain embargo: We want stable substantial
markets abroad. On travel: The American people ought to
have an opportunity to see firsthand or listen more directly
to their President and we aren 1 t going to let unusual circumstances deter us from the responsible effort to travel in this
country. On Secretary Butz: I believe Earl Butz has done an
excellent job. I have asked him to stay. I think most farmers
support him.
Omaha World Herald, UPI -- 10/2/75
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! Many disagree with policies but respect President
6
By Godfrey Sperling Jr.
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor
Omaha, Nebraska

The farmers in this area are politically fluid
- but they seem to be leaning toward
President Ford.
They will tell you they like the cut of the
man. "He's one of us," they will say. And
reluctantly they are coming to a~ree t?at
while they think Mr. Ford is wrong m holdmg
up grain sales to the Soviets they - the
growers - seem to be accept~ng .as fact that
l\lr. Ford basically, has their mterests at
heart.
The President's promise that a five-year
agreement with the Soviet Union was imminent won applause from Nebraska and Iowa
civic representatives assembled here to meet
with Mr. Ford.
They obviously like his thesis: t~e farn_ier
will be in a better position to plan his plantmg
if he knows what the sale will be each year.
Further, they like the President's ~timate of
the sale - some 5 million tons of gram or more
each year for the Soviets.
.
.
And from mingling with and talkmg with
the people gathered around here for the allday White House conference, it became clear
that another compelling reason they lean
·toward the President is the fact that, as one
farmer expressed it, "He is keeping us out of
war."

Traditionally, farmers have supported a
peace-keeping president or one who, as they
perceive it, has pulled the United States out of
· war and "brought the boys home."
Farmers have always needed their sons to
keep the farms going - and in these parts
they still do.
Conservative Republicans are strong in this
region. They place great emphasis on patri-

'
otism, and they like a president who proclaims
his love of country. They see this President as
a patriot, and they like the fact he continually
lends support to the virtues of honesty and
hard work.
But the President clearly is having to
overcome the still-prevailing public distrust of
government officials. "When I hear this man
talk, I come to believe he.is leveling with us,"

a labor representative said. "I think he is de2
wrong about how to lick this unemploymez
problem. But I think after hearing him that h
honestly believes he is doing what is righ
Against my will I have to say I like this man.''
Would he vote for Ford? "I vote Demc
cratic," he said, "but I just might vote fo
Ford if the Democrats put up another McGo\
ern."
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Thursday, October 2, 1975

Ford approach wins public rapport
B.v

(;odfn·~· Sperlin~

.Jr.

Staff correspcmdent of
The Christian Science l\lonitor
Omaha

President Ford is evoking a sympathetic
response wherever he travels now. As he
battens down to avoid danger . moving everywhere with much less visibility. ano surrounded by the Secret Ser\' ice, Mr. Ford
appears to be relieving some of the public"s
anxietv.
i\nd ·wherever he goes. l\lr. Ford now without saying a word - automatically
touches the chords of another issue of deep

•

concern to most Americans: their own per sonal security and the evidence that violent
crime is on the increase.
The sympathy felt for Mr. Ford because of
the two attempted presidential assassinations
mav continue in 1976. Mr. Ford's very
pre~ence together with the threats this raises
to his safety remind the public of the problem
and suggest to it that this President, because
of the risks he takes, may be likely to do
something about the risks they take.
l\lr. Ford has taken a tough position on law
and order. Yet he is not currently making a
point of it as. he travels. Nor is he talking in the
way blacks so often interpret as shorthand for
racism .
Jnstead. there is wide evidence that blacks
are joining with whiles in their concern for
this Prcsidcnt and the hazards he faces.
i\nd l\lr . l'ord persists in his visits throughout the country. He now indicates he will
make appearances in all 50 states (he has been
in :1~1 slates since taking office l by the end of
the year
.. I mtcnd to kc •p my communications open .
I'' 1th the public . not in any foolhardy spirit
h•1I
\ ,,.
"!" rJ 1 ·1r> l " ""lif"1l me .,,,._ "
llt "'-llU lli:O. \ t:ek
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Delegates Impressed With Ford's Openness
The White House Conference earned a high mark from a
random sampling of those attending.
Persons interviewed at the conclusion of the Conference
said they were impressed by the frankness of President Ford
and other participants.
11

Presently there is a lack of confidence among the people
and their government that is necessary to make this country
the type of nation we want it to be, 11 said Mayor Zorinski.
11
This type of program represents one step toward increasing
that confidence. 11
State Senator Orville Keyes said he would like to see a
similar program conducted on the State level.
Omaha attorney Thomas Burke said he felt the Conference
was an 11 outstanding opportunity for the people of the Midwest
to talk to their government leaders. President Ford was very
frank in answering questions. He answered them honestly
whether or not the answers pleased the persons asking the
questions. 11
The Reverend Robert Hupp, Director of Boys Town, said
he was impressed by the 11 openness with which questions were
answered. You didn't hear a lot of the old cliches or evasive
answers. 11
Robert Leuder, president of his construction company,
said he came to the Conference 11 thinking I'd be skipping in
and out all day. But I stayed for the entire thing. 11
The Chairman of the American Association of University
Women said it was a 11 privilege that Omaha was selected for
the Conference. I think President Ford came across as a very
warm person. 11
Omaha World Herald -- 10/2/75
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Ford Wants 2nd Tax Cut; Optimistic On Grain Sale
President Ford said in Omaha he expects to ask Congress
for additional tax cuts, although his advisers are still working
on a recommendation.
The response came to a question on the possibility that
the $30 billion tax reduction will expire December 31.
The President said he could not disclose his plan, but
said he's trying to coordinate a "potential tax reduction
program with a rigid restriction on expenditures."
On other topics, President Ford said the United States
has been a great squanderer of energy. "Our use of energy
is down -- but it's not enough. The recent increase in prices
by the OPEC nations will make us realize it," Ford said, prior
to a speech at his tenth of 20 town hall meetings.
He said the American people will have to drive less and
use less energy in the home if his conservation efforts failed.
UPI; The Daily Iowan, Iowa City, 10/2/75
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Two Public Appearances Are Scrapped By Ford
The White House scrapped plans under consideration
for President Ford to make at least two potential public appearances
in Omaha for security reasons, it was learned Tuesday night.
Prior to San Francisco, UPI learned the White House was
considering Ford traveling to an Omaha area farm and the dedication
of a South Omaha neighborhood association building.
Instead, the President will use his two hours of free time
Wednesday in what an aide called "Administrative time" or "taking
care of the day-to-day routine a President has to do.'.'
"I suspect the President will spend most of the time on
the telephone, 11 the aide said. "But of course, if he says he wants
to run across the street for corn beef sandwich, he's the President
and we go. "
Daniel Wearie, U.S. Attorney for Nebraska, told UPI
late Tuesday the Secret Service had cheeked out at least two rumors
of threats against the President's life in the Omaha area.
UPI and The Tribune, Hastings, Neb., 10/1/75
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Ford Defends Foreign Policy

A relaxed and smiling President Ford returned to the
city of his birth, defending his foreign policies and assuring
farmers that their crops will be sold at fair prices.
Ford also took the opportunity to criticize the Congress
for its unavailability to come up with a new energy bill.
Ford's visit, the first since he became President, was
made in connection with the Nebraska-Iowa "White House
Conference.
In all, Ford spent about 75 minutes, about 15 minutes
longer than scheduled, at the podium giving a formal address
and answering 17 questions from the Conference floor.
Commending the efforts of the farmers, Ford said, "the
American farmer has produced a miracle of abundance which
is the envy of the rest of the world. "
"The American farmer not only raises crops --he raises
the overall standard of living of all Americans."
Contrary to the finger-pointing at the farmer, Ford said
food prices held steady last month. He also said that the
farmer should not be blamed for rising food prices.
AP; Globe Gazette, Mas on City, Iowa, 10/2/75
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Ford Answers Questions
Omaha Conference Casual
If he had the time, President Ford said Wednesday, he
wouldn't mind swapping tickets for his White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic affairs for a pair to the NebraskaMiami football game Saturday.

The President's relaxed, opening comments to the nearly
1, 000 Nebraskans and Iowans attending the Conference reflected
the mood during the day-long question and answer sessions on
what Midlanders want or believe is wrong with the Federal
Government.
Ford utilized the security of Offutt Air Force Base,
Headquarters of the Strategic Air Command, and the relatively
secured Conference itself to shake hands on three occasions,
ignoring pressures against mingling with crowds.
The one-on-one handshakes by the beaming President
marked his first venture into crowds since the second attempt
on his life nine days ago in San Francisco.
Ford, an Omaha native and Nebraska's first native-born
President, told the news conference with Nebraska and Iowa
reporters his family was "enthusiastic" about his candidacy
for reelection.
"My wife thinks I ought to be a little more careful and
cautious as I travel around the country, " Ford said, "and she
isn't the only one, obviously.''
The President had to defend only one of his Cabinet members,
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz, who earlier had been confronted
by Governor James J. Exon, a Democrat, about the lifting of the
U.S. grain embargo.
Nebraska AFL-CIO President William Brennan of Omaha
was critical of Butz' comments about the labor and he told the
Agriculture Secretary so at lunch.
Brennan said he told Butz he was "one of the greatest
cheap- shot artist I'd ever seen in my life. 11

-15The President

Ford Answers Questions

(cont.)

Ford opened his Conference speech with a Nebraska football
joke, contending he had seen an advertisement in an Omaha newspaper offering to swap Conference tickets for a Nebraska-Miami
football ticket.
Ford's Conference presentation was marked liberally with
applause, and later he stepped down off the T-shape stage smiling,
joking, and shaking hands with Conference participants.
UPI; Tribune-Times, Ames, Iowa, 10/2/75

Ford Defends Energy Policy and Moratorium
on Grain Export at Conference in City of Birth
In his first visit to the city of his birth since becoming
President, Gerald Ford presented a defense of his energy policy
and the moratorium on grain exports to the Soviet Union at a
regional White House Conference.
Before some 1, 100 persons at the Nebraska-Iowa White
House Conference, the President also pledged that American
farmers would not suffer from Administration policies and the
international grain m?J-rket.
Ford announced his veto of a bill that would have boosted
tobacco price supports and eventually raised the price of a pack
of cigaretts by one cent. He said the legislation would make
American tobacco less competitive in the world.
Later in a television interview in Omaha, Ford said he
may support an extension of this year's tax cut if Congress
gives assurances of greater restraints on Federal spending.
Ford repeated the need for the Nation's energy selfsufficiency. He criticized both the ten percent price increase
by oil-producing countries and efforts by the Democraticcontrolled Congress to hold down energy prices.
"There is absolutely no economic justification of this latest
OPEC price increase. It proves beyond any further argument
that this Nation must move quickly to chart its own energy destiny. "

-16The President
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Ford Defends Energy Policy and Moratorium (cont.)
Declaring "there is no cheap energy anymore,'' the
President said the real issue is whether the United States
can achieve energy independence and stop shipping its wealth
overseas.
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz said full agricultural
production has triggered an upswing not only in farm income
but also has made farm exports the Nation's major source of
foreign exchange. While some countries have petro-power,
'Butz said the United States has agri-power.
Federal Energy Administrator Frank Zarb cautioned that
an embargo in 1977 and 1978 by the oil-producing nations could
cost the Nation one million jobs and decrease the gross national
product by about $40 billion in six months. AP; Daily News,
Newton, Iowa, 10/2/75

Ford Mingles In Omaha
President Gerald R. Ford spent five hours in the city of
his birth Wednesday where he mixed unhesitatingly with airport
crowds before and after addressing a White House Conference.
Ford walked along the roped barrier holding back the crowd,
shaking hands as he went. The crowd was largely made up of
airmen and their independents.
When Ford arrived Wednesday he said, "It is good to be in
Nebraska. This is where I was born so I have a special affinity
and a very personal relationship with Nebraska. Nebraska is
the heartland of our country."
The Daily Iowan, Iowa City,
10/2/75
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Ford Speech: Grain, Oil
President Ford Wednesday pledged expanding grain
markets to American farmers ~eclaring, "Farmers are
made the scapegoat of many economic problems. 11
The President told some 1, 100 persons at the NebraskaIowa White House Conference, ••You and I know the farmer is
not to blame for economic problems today. 11
Referring to the latest figures showing the smallest
monthly rise in cost of living in three years, Ford said,
11
Good news of one month does not mean the battle of inflation
is won. The battle will not be won at the expense of America•s
farmer. Nor will they suffer on the International Grain Market
because of the actions of this Administration. 11
Ford reiterated the need for energy self-sufficiency for
the Nation.
AP; The Daily Iowan, Iowa City, 10/2/75
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Ford Says Delay "Means Better Wheat Deal"
President Ford told Nebraska Republican leaders in a
private meeting Wednesday he could make a better deal on
U.S. grain for Russian oil if he could extend an export
moratorium beyond mid-October.
Douglas County Commissioner Mike Albert quoted the
President as saying "he needed another thirty days."
,Ford imposed a moratorium on new grain sales to Russia
last month and what he said was an effort to require the
long-term commitment from the Russians rather than have them
disrupt U.S. markets by buying varying amounts each year.
It was the first visit for Ford to Omaha, his birthplace,
since he became President.
In his speech to 1,100 conference delegates, Ford concentrated on agriculture and the need for Congress to act on
an energy bill.
Agriculture was the dominant theme of the conference,
and Ford acknowledged in his speech that his agricultural
policies on export were under fire.
"Last year, in a visit to Lincoln, I urged farmers of
this state to plant full crops .
I am here today to tell
you that your crops will be sold and at fair market prices,"
he said.
1

But, just as important, we must get the farmer off the
roller coaster of up and down purchases which has been the
Russian pattern over the past five years."
Ford also called for action by the Congress on an energy
plan "to free America from the dependence on foreign oil
suppliers" in the OPEC cartel.
"The claim by some procrastinating members of Congress
that they are trying to hold consumer prices down is nonsense",
Ford declared. Omaha World Herald, October 2, 1975

.•
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Enthusiastic Reception In Omaha
Farmers Hear Ford Promise
President Ford has departed from the somewhat hostile
heart of Midwest beef country, but he left behind the teasing
promise of better things to come for America's farmers.
In returning to the city of his birth, Ford drew more
than 1, 000 regional leaders who were participating in a town
hall type of give-and-take meeting with Federal leaders.
Response to the invitations to the Omaha Conference,
tenth of its kind to be held this year and the 13th since Ford
became President, was said to be the most enthusiastic so far.
But some of the farm leaders got in their licks about the
up-and-down instability of agricultural prices, although nearly
all publicly praised Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz as the
most articulate spokesman they've had for decades.
Although the Conference is billed as nonpartisan, Ford
got a number of strong points across himself.
For instance, he criticized Congress for its lack of action
of progressive legislation, principally for energy.
From the standpoint of the town hall concept, an Omaha
business executive said, "I like the idea of so many different
representatives of variant interests being able to get up and
ask questions of our top officials."
The Ottumwa Courier,
Des Moines, Iowa,
10/2/75
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Ford Assures Farmers

11

A Good Deal 11

Cloaked by a security blanket, President Ford came to
Nebraska Wednesday and assured farmers they are about to
gain long-term access to a huge Soviet market.
11

If you're a little more patient we'll get you a good
deal, .. the President said at the White House conference.
He told newsmen at a televised interview session that
negotiators are very close to an agreement, regarding the
temporary embargo on grain sales to the Soviet Union.
11

I believe it will be at least a five-year program . • •
with 5 million tons of sales or more per year at free market
prices ...
That, he said, would
American farmers.

11

Stabilize a huge market .. for

The farmer, he said, is "too often the scapegoat for
economic problems • • . but the farmer is not to blame for
high prices today ...
Victory over inflation, he promised, "will not be won at
the expense of the American farmer ...
While agriculture dominated the talk during Ford's visit
to this corn and cattle state, it was an army o.f uniformed
policemen and plainclothes security agents with earphones
which dominated the scenery.
In his address to the White House conference, Ford kept
the pressure on Congress in his continuing battle over energy
l_eg isla tion.
Congress, he suggested, is 11 Where the blame lies 11 for the
lack of a comprehensive and coordinated energy policy.
"We must chart our own energy program, .. he declared.
There has been too much delay ... The Lincoln Star, October 2,
1975
11
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The President
Ford Promises to Stop Grain Roller Coaster,
Says Sales Will Climb
More than 1, 100 Iowans and Nebraskans in Omaha heard
President Ford promise to sell grain to Russia and remove
"roller coaster" up-and-down prices by negotiating a five-year
contract with the Soviets.
When he was pressed by citizens to lift the moratorium on
shipments to Russia and other countries now, President Ford
pleaded for patience, promising that "farmers will like the
deal" and that "we '11 sell more than we have already contracted
to sell. "
Ford's talk and friendly attitude took some of the sharp
sting off his recent order to stop shipments of surplus corn
and wheat. Many of those present expressed renewed confidence
in government and most were impressed by the Ford Cabinet
members.
Eleven hundred invited participants attended the session
which included a question and answer session with President Ford.
Transportation Secretary William Coleman said the Ford
Administration will continue efforts to complete low portions of
the interstate highway system.
He said President Ford is determined that the Nation's
highway system will not fall in disrepair as have some of the
Nation's railways.
Coleman suggested that the Federal gasoline tax be decreased
by one cent in states which boost their state gasoline tax by a like
amount. That way he said, the money raised would go directly to
the states and there would be no increase in cost for motorists.
He said the Administration would like to consolidate the 31
existing highway programs in the four broad categories -- rural,
urban, safety and interstate.
William J. Baroody, Jr., the President's Assistant for Public
Liaison, said there has been growing skepticism on the part of
American citizens leading to a loss of confidence not only in just
government, but also in other American institutions.
Baroody said the major objective of the Conference is restoration
of public confidence in the government.
The Daily Hub, Kierney,
Neb.·, 10/1/75; AP
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..
Ford Supports Butz
President Ford strongly defended Agriculture Secretary
Earl Butz in Omaha.
"I can assure you that Secretary Butz is an affirmative
spokesman for agriculture.
I think most farmers support him
and I back him fully," the President said.
He said, "I happen to believe that Earl Butz has done
an excellent job on defending agriculture."
Ford said Soviet grain purchases from the United States
will hopefully be stabilized in the future.

He echoed
statements made earlier in the day by
Agriculture Secretary Butz.
"If anybody wants to buy sizeable amounts of grain in
the future, they'll have to come to us."
The President's remarks were made in an interview with
Omaha-area newsmen. He answered a wide-range of questions
during the 30-minute interview including questions on energy
policy, strategic weapons, crime, CIA activites, Mid East
Peace Agreement, the MIA issue and his plan to run for full
term next year.
Asked if the two recent attempts on his life in California
had made any of his family members advise against running in
1976, Ford said, "my wife thinks that I should be a little
careful and cautious." Ford said he is being more cautious
in his trips nationwide
and that he will not let any 11 unusual
circumstances" deter him from his travels. Associated Press,
and The Daily Ledger, Fairfield, Iowa, October 2, 1975
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Farm Bureau Has Letters Written to President Ford
Handwritten letters from farmers and ranchers advocating
a free export grain market were collected by the Nebraska Farm
Bureau Monday.
About 300 farmers and ranchers from 20 counties turned
out at a meeting Monday and most of themgave their objections
to the moratorium on grain sales to Russia, Poland and other
Thstern European nations.
AP & Times Herald, 9/30/75

Grange Chief Says Ford Broke Pledge
"The President broke his promise to farmers when he
vetoed the Farm Bill last spring. He said that he wouldn't
impose export limits, but he did it again today by banning
exports to Poland," John Scott, National Master of the Grange,
said Tuesday.

Scott, in Lincoln for his convention, cited several issues
he described as "particularly hot in Congress. 11
"The one that all of Congress stirred up is the issue of
the environmental protection agency cancelling agricultural
chemicals. Each time they ban a chemical, its replacement
is less effective and more expensive," he said.
Scott is worried about fuel supplies for farmers, but pleased
about one promise President Ford did keep. "He promised that
he would arrange a refund of six cents a gallon to farmers for
fuel use for actual farming. This is a rebate on the import tax
charged for imported oil," he said.
Lincoln Star, 9/24/75
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Welcome, lV!r. President
Omaha is not Gerald Ford's home
town. Grand Rapids has that honor.
But people of the area take pride in
the fact that he was born here and
that he reflects in a number of ways
the values and down-to-earth attitude
of so many of his countrymen.

***

He has visited us as a Michigan
c ongressman and as vice president.
He comes today as President in
search of answers to domestic and
economic problems. He brings some
of his top administralors.
He and they will talk and listen to a
representative group of area citizens
and out of this, it is hoped, will come
some understanding of the concerns
that are uppermost in the minds of
the people.
There have been a number of such
meetings in other parts of the country
and still more are scheduled.
Some have been critical of the
meetings, saying that they are largely
political exercises in which the White
House gets across its point of view.
This is a partial truth. Most moves
a president makes lnve some political significance. Bu;; we think such

criticism does Gerald Ford a disservice.
He is by nature an issue-oriented
man. He does care what people have
to say and he is known as a patient listener.
He has the choice of sitting in the
White House and listening to what his
staff and his advisers tell him - augmented, of course, by what visitors
have to say. Or he can do what he did
as a legislator for 25 years in going
back frequently and listening to the
concerns of his constituents.
The traveling White House conferences don't give every voter his say.
There is no way of doing that. But
they are a reasonably good way of
reaching more people and we can understand why the President attaches
so much importance to them .

***

In extending a wholehearted welcome, we cannot ignore the dangers
that attend presidential travel and the
memories of the two terrib le incidents of last month.
We hope that his Omaha visit and
subsequent journeys go well and that
· the Omaha White House Conference is
wholly successful.
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The Ford Tearn's Visit
President Ford and his associates
have come and gone , leaving
the area better' informed about the administration's intentions and aspirations and having heard the viewpoints
. and concerns of people who live here.

**

capable of solving a lot of the problems that politicians have said they _ .
can solve and which people had believed they could solve.
Disenchantment with Big Government is real and people like to be told
that Washington will cut back.
But there is a curious contradiction,
and it surfaced at the Omaha conference. A number of the questions as.. sumed that Washington isn't doing
enough or spending enough in the
questioner's particular field.

The White House ~likes to call such
conferences exercises in two-way
communication, which they are.
Just what was communicated?
From the White House point of
view, this was an opportunity to spell
out in some detail what the administration is trying to do- its hopes for a
We cannot have it both ways. Either
longterm grain export policy with the
we turn from the 40-year trend that
Soviets, its apprehensions about long- · caused us to believe Washington
term dependency on foreign energy
could solve almost any problem by
and measures by which more self-sufthrowing money at it - really turn
ficiency can be achieved, its plans for . from it - or we continue to believe it
and petition the federal government
cleaning up the environment, its
"moderate" approach to curing eco- . for more.
The huge federal deficits coming up
nomic ills, and so on.
in the months ahead should scare us
~ No significant into acting prudently. The fate of a
None of this was new.
slipping Britain (or New York City)
"hard" news came out of this confershould show us what happens when
. ence. But it was an opportunity for
government lives far beyond its
· Ford and his people to try to sell their
means.
· ideas - and we use the verb in its
What Gerald Ford is trying to do in·
. good sense - and to get regional reacholding down spending should be as
tion to what they are trying to do.
deep a concern as inflation and the
The people who participated, or
slowness of economy recovery.
who listened to the conference on
commercial or educational television,
But it apparently is not. We would
probably noticed that the loudest aprather
cheer the abstractions about
plause for the President and his aides
-cutting
back and about doing things
came when they talked about holding
locally.
We're not quite so strong
the line on federal spending and reabout
actual
cuts and the ending of
turning more decision-making and
federal
programs.
responsibility to state and local govThe Ford team did not dwell on
ernment.
such matters. It tried, and we think it
These aren't new ideas, either.
succeeded, in giving an overall view
They are given special emphasis beof what it is trying to do in many
cause of growing realization that cenareas where federal action is necestralized government is not only
sary. And we hope it was influenced
wasteful but that it is probably inby what it heard here.

***

**

***

.
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It's Only A Law
The Ford administration sure made a
grandstand ·play to the motorcyclist voting.
bloc this week. Add states righters to the
audience, too.
In Omaha Wednesday, Transportation
Secretary William Coleman declared that
'the administration has no plans to implement a provision in federal law that would
cut off federal highway funds to a state
which doesn't have a motorcycle' helmet
safety law.
"The proposal to cut off funds for
states that don't have a motorcycle helmet
law was never· a part of administration ·
policy. It was put into the law by the
Democratic-controlled Congress,''
Coleman told an audience attending a session of the White House Conference on
Economic and Domestic Affairs. "I don't
think the law makes much sense and I am
most reluctant to enforce it. I haven't implemented that portion of the law and I
won't cut off funds unless I should be sued.
I won't allow the Department of Transportation to be sued for noncompliance of the
law. I hope it doesn't come to that during
my term in office," Coleman said:
There are many provisions of federal
law which don't make much sense. We've
never understood why the federal government would want, for example, to withhold
safety funds from a good safety program

only because one or another minor part of
a federal model has not been enacted by a
state. That is cutting off the nose to spite .
the face, so to speak. It certainly defeats
,
the desired safety goal.
We also believe that government steps
too far over the line in controlling the dayto-<iay living of people. Motorcycle helmet
legislation intrudes into the area, we think,
of personal responsibility. But it is the law,
apparently. In Nebraska, a helmet statute
is on the books but is not being enforced
pending a court ruling. Still, the federal
provision that funds are to be ·withheld if a
state does not comply with federal°
demands, even if it does not make much
sense, is still the law - passed by Congress
and whether Congress is controlled by
Democrats or not does not make any ,
difference.
For the sake of buttering up to potential voters, a member of the Ford administration is, in a manner of speaking,
encouraging anarchy. What other laws
passed by a Democratic Congress will a
Republican administration refuse to en·
force unless sued to do so? That is opening
up some pretty dangerous territory, even if
it makes for spirited politics.
Besides, there is no sense in inspiring
:contempt for the law over such a petty
_issue.

Eclitot'ials

'Exchange of ideas·
was ·especially .good'
t""' tTJ ,
. •
(He lated stores page 1) .
1
"The exchange of ideas between Wa~hmgton part1c~p- r->· < ·
ants and our state was especially good - 1t was to the point ::1 CD
~.
and cleared up some uncertainty ubout Fc~eral laws and
regulations," said Lowell Johnson, commentmg on Wedne~- I-' ::i
day's Nebraska - Iowa White House Conference on Economic ::i Qq
.~
and Domestic Affairs in Omaha.
C.... '
Also attending from Fremont ~nd Dodge. County were
M arvin Welstc;id, president of EquJtablc Savmgs and Loan ~
and representing the Nebraska Association of Commerce CJ" >-i ·
and Industry; State Sen. E. Thome Johnson; Russell Weber, . ::i
publisher of the Fremont Tribune; and Ames farmer Paul ~ Ill
I-'
.
.
.
Eveland.
About 1,100 attended the coMcrence, the 10th in a senc:s O
of 20 featuring President Gerald Ford and several of his ~
·cabinet members.
Johnson described·the underlying theme as an attempt
"to impress people .with the need for local and state govern· ~v.i
.
.
.
.
ment."
. The conference opened lines of commumcat1on, h~. said, .
and assured Midwesterners that a "rule of rea.~o n was -....:i
being used by federal administration employes to apply laws t.n
.
Jassed· by c .ongress.

g

g

/.

The Tribune , Hasting s, Nebraska
October 2 , 1975

Funds cutoff said
'last possibility'
Transportation
(UPI)
OMAHA
Secretary William T. Coleman Jr.
Wednesdjy reassured Nebraska and Iowa
parti cipan.t s in the White House domestic
policy conference a cutoff in federal funds
for failure to comply with motorcycle
helmet. standards would be considered a
"last possibility" by his department.
C:olemn said his department must.
uphold the Jaw adopted by Congress. "But
I know of no funds that have hecn cutoff,"
he said, "and as long as I'm secretary that
would be a last possibility."
Refor<' a cutoff in federal funds for state
highw;iy safety programs and highway
con st rnct ion projects would be considC'red, Coleman said, each state would
he giv<'n ;i full hearing. HP said if he failed
t.o grant th<> hearing , "the PrcsidC'nt would
order me to do so."
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.communicating. · \
1. ' ~with the people

·

. President Ford, his cabinet and staff certainly deserve our
thanks for holding the White House Conference in Omaha Wed..,
ne&day. The President promised an open \Vhite House and if the
'other nine conferences were as effective as the Omaha meeting,
he has accomplished his goal of better communication and understanding.
There were dire predictions that the people of the Midlands
would meet at the conference, determined to force the issue of
lifting the grain embargo. The President and his agriculture
secretary Earl· Butz were aware of this, and no doubt, they
prepared for a real confrontation.
Butz opened the conference by giving credit to Midwest farmers
for being outstanding inflation fighters by producing to full
capacity. He also used the term "AgriPower" for the first time to
describe the use of food as a weapon for world wide peace. He
further promised that the Russian embargo would soon be lifted
and that a long-term contract would help avoid future "roller·
coaster" effects of up and down grain purchases by the Soviet and
other countries.

Except for partisan politicians, Butz satisified most of the
Conference participants with this news, but also with the promise
·that the government will not get into the grain business again.
Gov. Exon of Nebraska charged that Butz is driving a wedge
between producers and consumers, but most of those present
agreed that the farmer needs his strong voice speaking up on
behalf of farmers and against inflation causing labor agreements
that decrease efficiency and increase food prices.
Healthy dialogue
The dialogue between the people and the President was healthy
and in fact, many of those present admitted that the day long
meeting did much to restore their faith in government. Most
pleasing of all was the promise that the states and other local
governments would dictate policies and programs, not the
Federal government. This coupled with an oft-rep'eated pledge to
hold down government spending was welcomed by most participants.
It should be noted that there was an alarming number of people
present who had their hands out asking for government assistance
for their favorite programs. Almost without exception, these
people were informed that the administration intends to hold the
line on all programs, and reduce some until the budget is balanced. President Ford himself repeatedly warned against further
.,
increases in his propos.ed $60 billion deficit._
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Ford and Butz Well Received

Paradoxically, Butz was the star of the show, even
though some of his listeners told him they disagreed with
his grain-export embargo, and beef-import policy.
Presidential security at the Hilton Hotel was extremely
heavy but unobtrusive.
The conference, tenth in a series and
programed so citizens can expressed viewpoints to Cabinet
members, was said by an Administration spokesman to be the
most enthusiastic and well attended of those held to date.
Cabinets members met with groups Tuesday night and then
on Wednesday were tightly scheduled for appearances and
inte,rviews.
Ford said recent government indexes point to an upturn
in the economy, but he warned the recession is not over.
·
Looking intently at his audience, he said, "The victory will
not be achieved at the expense of the farmer ...
After citing he is determined to solve the Nation's
energy problem, he blamed for "postponing hard and unpleasant
choices" and failing to write a comprehensive program.
Butz, the first Cabinet member on stage at the start
of the conference, began by asking the audience, "Who thinks
food prices are too high?" A good number of hands were
raised.
"Now who thinks their salary is too high? 11 he asked,
and no one responded. Appreciative applause followed at
the brief pause.
He explained that one bushel of wheat, selling for
$4.25, can multiply into 70 loaves of bread, meaning about
six cents, represented 2-1/2 slices in the farmer's shar~.

Again alluding to labor-union practices, he said,
Farmers are the best inflation fighters in the U.S. They
don't put two drivers in a tractor's seat, and they don't tell
Bossy to shut it off for three days while they take the
long weekend.
11

When Butz was challenged on beef-imports, he cautioned,
"Trade is a two-way street.
Others can play the same game.
We must negotiate on a global basis ... Cherokee Times,
Cherokee, Iowa, October 2, 1975
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Butz' Food Policy

Plenty

Agriculture Secretary Butz told Nebraska Governor Exon
Wednesday, "You are going to like the agreement that's going to
come out of the current negotiations with the USSR. "
Butz responded at a White House Conference in Omaha
after Exon said, "I'm amazed that the key question hasn't been asked
yet today. Can we expect you this morning or the President this
afternoon to announce an end to the embargo" on grain shipments to
the Soviet Union and Poland?
Butz said the United States would get a guaranteed minimum
purchase from the Soviets, thus avoiding high impacts on the market
caused by sporadic sales.
Butz was the first of six speakers. He said that imported
energy cost about $25 billion, and ''agriculture almost pays for it."
Butz said some consumers have a "knee-jerk emotional
reaction when we sell anything to Russia," but said the U.S. had
sold huge quantities of wheat to India and China and those sales did
not draw criticism.
The Sun, Beatrice, Neb.,
10/1/75

Butz: "Instant Experts 11 Meddling In USDA Policy
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz said in Omaha that
"Washington is too full of instant experts in agriculture who are
meddling in his Department's policymaking and constantly frustrating
me.''
"They know all the rules of policymaking, and they know
their econo-metric equations," Butz said. "But they don't have
good farm judgment to pluck into those equations. "
Butz stressed in an interview that Secretary of State
Kissinger is not one of those who plague him. However, he mentioned
labor leader George Meany as one who does.
Des Moines Register, Des Moines, Iowa, 10/2/75
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Bread Butters Up Audience
The loaf of bread that Secretary of Agriculture Earl
Butz used during the White House conference was purchased
in Omaha, but not by the Secretary.
Butz used the 49-cent, one-pound loaf of white bread to
illustrate the farmer's share of the price of bread • . •
two slices and the heel
• about six cents worth of wheat.
Butz said later he had used the loaf gimmick dozens of
times in speeches.
The man who purchased the bread was Quentin Bierman of
Omaha, area supervisor of the Packers and Stockyards Association
who served as Butz' escort.

Coin Flips to Trucker
Secretary Butz shelled out a quarter for a glowing compliment, but the recipient had a better idea.
The coin tossing unfolded when Eugene Glock of Rising
City, the first questioner to take the microphone, called
Butz the "best Secretary of Agriculture in many years."
Butz promptly tossed a surprised Glock a quarter.
After his question was answered by Butz, Glock said:
"You may need this to get another loaf of bread from that
truck driver" and he flipped the quarter back.
Earlier, Butz had made a reference to the cost involved
in trucking bread from the baker to the supermarket.
Glock is President of the Nebraska Soybean Association.
Omaha World Herald, October 2, 1975

•

GRAND ISLAND INDEPENDENT, Grand Island, Ne br a ska, Oct . 2, 19 75

OMAHA, Neb. (AP)-Agricultu re'
Secretary Earl Butz said Wednesday
State and Agriculture Department
negotiators in Moscow are hopeful of
concluding a long-term grain
agreement with the Soviet Union by
mid-October.
Butz said talk of the State Department overruling the Agriculture
De:n1rtment in these negotiations "is
not true."
TI1e secretary promised a favorable
agreement.
"When this is annoW1ced, you're
going to like it out here in the grain
belt. It will be a good one," Butz said.
Butz did not specify how much grain
the S0viet Union might be required to
purr·I\[ se each year. But, in a separate
inter. iew, President Ford said he
hoped the United States would end up
with a "five-year program of 5 million
tons a ye<1r."
The seer• :ary denied that food prices
wo:tltl !_)C dri\'Cl) higher by conclusion of
the !:.ov ie~ grain agreement. He cit .d
figures showing that grains are now
selling at a lower price than highs
reached a year ago.
Butz also renewed a call for farmers
to continue full production next year.
In answer to a question of whether
promises could be made that no_embargoes or moratoriums would be
imposed if they do so, Butz refused to
be specific.
Ho"·cver, he noted grain sales now
are gc,ing ahead except to the Soviet
Union ;md Poland.
Pt• i had harsh wor 1l; for school
nut •i1. i p:-.igram~. He told a ne vs
("""
nr•r '•1t tlw · 'P"" '~ of ~l'h ol

lunch program'> were caused by the
"tremendously powerful school 1W1ch
lobby," which he called "part of the
hunger lobby."
Butz said 70 per cent of next year's
Agriculture Department budget will be
composed of welfare programs.
"It's got me frightened," Butz said.
Butz f-:aid a wedge had been driven
between consu.:ners and farmers by
"demagogues in this food issue."
He said the popularity of consumer
causes resulted in urban congressmen
seeking positions on the House
Agriculture Committee when the
Congress organized earlier this year.
Butz said th:it committee was the mo~t
popular in the Hol\se.
Asked specific;;lly if he would include Nebraska Gov. J. James Exon
among food issue demagogues, Butz
said, "No, no. I don"t call anybody a
demagogue. I do a bit of it myself."
David Mathews, secretary of th~
Department of Health I:ducation and
Welfare said "there's no rational wo.y
to deal with" income transfer programs such as the school lunch
program.
Butz said he would prefer to transfer
the Food Stamp progrwn <:>nd the
school lunch program to HEW to get
rid of what he views a!; an over-bcilance
of welfare programs in the Agriculture
Department's budget.

OMAHA, NC;b. U1Pl-Gov. J . J.
E ·on said Wc,!ne-;rhy he was "not
satisfied at all" 1'. :th nspo11scs from
Sc"rtl:""" < f Aprir·Pll·irp F<trl B11tz to

\
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Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz
questions :-egardi.ng U.S. grain exports
to the Soviet Union and Poland.
Exon commented in an interview
after a courteous but pointed excpange
of words with Butz at a White House
conference.
"TI1e secretary didn't really tell us
anything, " when asked when the
ct ibargo on grain shipments to the two
CommW1ist countries would end.
The governor said, "What really are
the plans, the overall plans for the
futtrc?"
B•1lz said the Soviet Union would.be
expedcd to make long-range pl:ins for
grain purchasl':; m th future so that
the dome: tic rna ·kd Wt, ild uot be
.'h?
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"That should have be!!n done long
ago," Exon said. "You know these
farm leaders here had some wonderful
opportunities to ask some key
questions, but they didn't do it."
·
Exon said, "The secretary did not
say that he has backed off some of his
commitments to agriculture. He did
not say why he shot down the federal
program about protecting the cattlemen from the meat packers who go
broke. That question was not asked and
he did not address himself to it.
"I am pleased that the opportunity
was there to ask questions, but nothing
was said that changes my mind about
the ad1mnistration's policies in these
~m · " r~,·on conelmled.
_.,,/
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Conference Objectives:

To Restore Confidence

William J. Baroody, Jr., the President's Assistant for
Public Liaison, says a major objective of regional conferences
is restoration of the public confidence in government.
The tenth conference in a series of 20 is scheduled in
Omaha and will be highlighted by an appearance by President
Ford. Several Cabinet members will also participate.
Baroody said there has been growing skepticism on the
part of American citizens leading a loss of confidence not
just in government, but also in other Ar.nerican institutions.
He said the major objectives are to restore confidence
and obtain public suggestions and criticism aimed at improving
policies of the Ford Administration. He said the public
skepticism was affected by Watergate and Vietnam, although
it existed before both.
At least six percent of the Conference time will be devoted
to questions and answers between Conference speakers and
participants. He said the Conference will be taped and transcripts
sent to persons whose areas of responsibility are discussed.
Baroody said the Conferences "provide opportunities for a
two-way contact at the national, State and grassroot levels,"
small, medium and large cities. In responding to a question
on the Conferences and a different atmosphere in the government
under Ford compared with previous Administrations it gives
citizens a good sense of who is making decisions affecting their
lives -- not just seeing a picture on the tube or a name at the
bottom of a proClamation.
AP; Daily Hub, 10/1/75

..
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Need For Contact Outweighs Risks -- Presidential Aide Says
The need for continued Presidential contact with Americans
outside the White House outweighs the risk involved, a Presidential assistant said in Omaha.
President Ford ''cannot and will not let a tiny minority
hold him hostage in the White House," William Baroody, Jr.,
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison declared in an
Omaha interview.
"I deeply believe in our country and in our system. Central
to that process, particularly now, with all the recent skepticism
and the breakdown in confidence in public officials is the need to
engage in a dialogue with the President," Baroody said.
Public and educational television stations in Iowa, South
Dakota, and Nebraska are planning to telecast live coverage
of the White House Conference.
Baroody said Ford has "made it clear that he feels strongly
that in an open society, the President has to have contact with
the people.''
"Naturally, I am concerned for his safety both as a member
of his staff, who has known him for 15 years, and as an American
citizen."
Lincoln Star, 9/24/75

Ford: Handles Job Privately
President Ford was whisked into and out of this, his birthplace
city, under tight security Wednesday with just enough time to
"listen and learn" at the lOth in a series of Presidential ''town hall"
meetings.
But the fact was he did as much talking as listening in winding
up an all-day session during which some of his top Administrative
officials addressed an estimated 1, 100 business, labor, agriculture,
and educational leaders from Iowa and Nebraska, then answered
their questions.
The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 10/2 I 75
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Conference
$20 Price Tag

Ord po,. esman
Says Conferences

Help Mold Policy
By David Beeder

History might have been different if there had been White
House conferences over the last
20 years like the one scheduled
in Omaha Oct. I, a presidential
aide said Tuesday.
William J. Baroody Jr., assistant to the President for public liaison , said the Omaha
meeting would be the 10th in a
series of conferences at which
the President himself fields
questions from participants.
Ford is the first president to
use this technique, Baroody
said.
/
"Had it (the conference process), been in place in the last 20
years, probably different chapters would have been written in
our history books with respect
to Watergate, Vietnam and oth,,.j
er issues," Baroody said in an
- World·Herold Photo.
interview.
Baroody ••• Continuing dia801) Participants
logue.
Using Vietnam as an exIn Washington, .Kep. John
ample, Baroody said the conferences either would have con- l\!cCollister of Omaha said he
vinced the American people the objects to regional trips by the
government was right "or the President because of the secucontinuing dialogue would have rity nsk. He said the conferences should be held in Washconvinced government officials ingwn.
they were wrong and the policy
Baroody and other conferwould have been changed."
At the Omaha conference, Ba- ence planners declined to disroody said President Ford, if he cuss security arrangements in
comes, will be accompanied by Omaha or to confirm that the
three cabinet members and President would attend the
other officials who will answer Omaha conference.
Face-to-Face
questions from more than 800
However, Baroody said the
participants.
Scheduled to appear during President has attended all prethe all-day program at the vious conferences and believes
Omaha Hilton Hotel are Secre- "very strongly that in an open
tary of Agriculture Earl Butz, society he must have a face-toface exchange with members of
Secretary of Health, Education the
public."
and Welfare David Mathews
detai led conference schedA
and Secretary of Transportaule will be completed by
tion William Coleman.
Friday, Baroody said, but conZarb, Too
Also making the trip will be firmation of the President's
Federal Energy Administrator plans may not be made until
just before the conference be-.
Frank Zarb, Environmental gins.
Protection Agency Director
Regardless of whether the
Ru ssell Train a nd William
Siedman, special assistant to President attends, the conference will be held and a Baroody
Ford for economic affairs.
Governors of Nebraska and aide. Jeffrey Eves, said acceptIowa and congressional delega- ances by the 1,250 persons intions from the two states also vited are running well ahead of
have been invited as partici- previous conferences.
"We've already had 500 acpa_n~s!_?a~~dy said._
cep t invitations mailed last
Wednesday," Eves said.

}

All sessions will be held in
the Grand Ballroom of the Hilton and the costs to participa~ts is $20 a person including
.lunch. ·
Participants are selected by·
orga nizations ,
sponsoring
which are:
The American Association of
University Women, chambers
of commerce in Counci l Bluffs,
Omaha and Lincoln, Creighton
University, AFL-CIO organizations in the two states, Knights
of Ak-Sar-Ben, Nebraska Asso.ciation of Commerce and Industry, Farm Bureau Federat ion, Future Farmers of
America, Nebraska Press Association, Women's Political
Caucus, University of Nebraska
and the Urban League.
Baroody said a number of
policy changes have developed
as a result of previous conferences in Atlanta, Hollywood,
Fla., San Diego, Concord, N.H. ,
Cincinnati, Peoria, Ill., Milwaukee and St. Louis.
Shipping Query
He cited a question-and-answer session with the President
:in Milwaukee when a member of
a longshoreman's union asked
why more Defense Department
shipping wasn't sent via the
Great Lakes.
As a result of the question,
the President directed government offici als to check how
much government cargo went
by land and how m14ch by water
from Great Lakes cities.
Baroody indicated results of
the study may mean increased
government shipping via water, meanin g more jobs for
longshoremen.
An office for the conference
has been set up in the Hilton
and Baroody said pre-conference questions should be directed to Michael Scanlon, 346'
2700, in Omaha.

Senators, McCollister
Plan to Attend
WORLD·HERALO BUREA U.

Washington - Sens. Roman
Hruska and Carl Curtis and
Rep. John McCollister are planning to be in Omaha for the
White House conference there
Oct. 1.
Rep. Charles .Thone of Lincoln said he thought his committee schedule would prevent
him from being in Nebraska at
that time.
Rep. Virginia Smith of Chappell has no plans to go to Omaha for the occasion, according
, to her office.
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Conference Called "New" Town Hall
What William J. Baroody, Jr.,. describes as "a modern
adaptation of the old town hall meeting" will open a one-day
stand at Omaha's Hilton Hotel with President Ford, more than
one thousand delegates, six high-ranking government officials
and around 400 members of the press scheduled to attend.
The Omaha session is billed as the Nebraska-Iowa White
House Conference on Domestic and Economic Affairs.
Baroody, Assistant to the President for Public Liaison,
said representatives from 17 diverse organizations ranging
from the AFL-CIO to Chambers of Commerce in Omaha and
Council Bluffs will attend.
The purposes of the Conference, said the 37-year-old
Baroody, are twofold. ''The event is part of an attempt to
open up the White House. to two-way communication, 11 he said.
"The officials here will come to learn and also to explain the
rationale behind the governmental policies. 11
He said the give and take gives Federal officials insight
on how national policies affect the various segments of society
in different sections of the country.
He described the Conference as only "the tip of the iceberg"
and the Ford Administration's efforts to keep in touch with the
citizens and to restore their confidence in government.
He said 18 to 30 leaders from labor organizations to women's
groups meet every other Wednesday at the White House to discuss
a wide range of subjects. And every Tuesday he said, a group
of 60-80 national, State and local leaders assemble to focus on
a single issue usually involving human resources.
Morning World Herald, Omaha, 10/1/75
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Ford's Conference
By David Beeder
President Ford and his Nebraska-Iowa White House Conference received high marks
Thursday from a cross-section
of participants.
There were a few critical
comments directed at Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz
by labor union leaders, but
most participants said the oneday conference Wednesday was
worthwhile.
Farmers appeared to be satisfied with the President's defense of his moratorium on
grain sales to Russia until the
. Russians agree to a long-term
i purchase agreement.
"I felt a lot better after hearing the President's explanation," State Sen. Jerome
Warner of Waverly said.
'Stability Needed'
Warner, who was harvesting
. milo Thursday, said he was
pleased with the President's assurance that the agreement
now being negotiated with Russia will prevent fluctuations in
the market for U.S. agricultural products. ·
· "Stability is the one thing
American agriculture needs,"
Warner said.
Warner also said the Presi, dent changed Wa,rner's mind
about the need for controls on
the price of domestic oil. The
Pres1dent favors gradual decontrol. ·
Before the conference, Warner said he was not convinced
controls should he removed.
"Now I'm sure the price is
going to go up regardless of
what we do. If that's true, then
we hetter be investing the money in America instead of the

Middle Eastern oil countries,"
Warner said.
'Cheap Shot Artist'
Labor leaders were angered
by Butz's reference to AFL-CIO
longshoremen who last month
refused to ioad ships with grain
for export, saying they feared
U.S. food prices would rise.
At the conference, Butz said: .
"If the longshoremen are
really concerned about the cost
of food, they should cut out
featherbedding costs which
jack the cost of living up."
After hearing Butz, Nebraska
AFL-CIO President Bill Brennan said: "Butz is a cheap shot
artist."
Victor Meyers, head of the
AFL-CIO Committee on Political Education, said he also objected to remarks Eutz made
about the operation of bread
and meat delivery trucks.
"He tried to oversimplify the
cost factor," Meyers said.
Drivers Target
Butz suggested bread drivers
"should do a full day's work"
and that meat trucks could be
loaded more efficiently, carrying meat by the box instead
of hanging carcasses that requ1re more space.
Thomas C. McFarland, secretary-treasurer of Local 554 of
the General Drivers and Helpers Union, said he was surprised at the statements.
"I don't feel he understood
the role of the man who actually
drives the truck," he said.
McFarland said that the
weight of a trailer is restricted
by federal and state laws.
Paid a Commission
"They (the trailers) are filled
to capacity whether the meat is
cut up or not," he said. "The
over-the-road driver is DL!id by

the mile. If that isn't production, I don't know what is."
Some drivers are paid by
weight, he said. Either way, he
said, "they have to produce to
make the money."
As for most bread truck drivers, they are paid a commission, based on what they sell,
McFarland said.
Gov. Exon, who tried unsuccessfully to pin down Butz on
when the exoprt moratorium
will end, was reported by an
aide to be too busy Thursday to
comment on the conference.
Becrm:mn: Excellent
After questioning Butz at the
conference, Exon said Wednesday he was not satisfied with
the secretary's reply and again
called for l3utz's resignation.
Other· pari icipants who said
the cm;ference was valuable included an urban state senator,
another rural senator and Secretary of State Allen Beermann.
"It was excellent," Beermann said. "It gives the people
a chance to see that these
people are real, touchable and
that they do listen."
Beermann was one of 20 Republicans who had a private 40minute visit with the President
in a suite at the Omaha Hilton
Hotel.
"The only time the word 'Republican' was mentioned was
when State Chairman Anne,
Batchelder was introduced,"
Beermann said. "We talked
about national issues."
'Exrlanations Reassuring'
State Sen. John Savage of
Omaha said he was impressed
with ail Cabinet officers who
appeared and their emphasis
on how government couldn't
"do everything for everybody."

Conference

Are l\IIOStly High
He said he also was impressed with tl}e discussion by
Butz oi agri-power in the
United States compared with
petro-power in the Middle Eastern countries.
Sen. Cal Carstens of Avoca, a
farmer, said explanation . of
the need for the grain moratorium wc:s reassuring.
"I was a little apprehensive
about this decision before the
conference," he said. "After
listening to the President, his
wisdom sounds feasible for the
long haul."
Women's groups were among
the 17 organizations sponsoring
the conference .
Ricky Salisbury, a staff
member of the Omaha Housing·
Authority, said she found the
chance to talk to Health Educatio:J and Welfare Secretary David Mathews valuable.
Mrs. Salisbury said they discussed what housing authorities can do to provide social
services toresidents.
"I got a better ide11 of the direction HEW is going," she
said.
Marcia Hakala, executive
coordinator of the Mayor's
Commis.sion on the Status of
Women, said she was pleased to
learn that President Ford had
considered naming a woman
his vice president.
Zorinsky: A Step
Mayor Zorinsky said the conference represented a step toward increasing confidence in
governemnt.
"Presentlv there is a lack of
confidence among the people in
their government," Zorinsky
said after the conference.
State Sen. Orval Keyes of
Springfield said he would like
to see a ;imiiar program con(iu<:ted or the: statt> level.

.,

Omaha attorney Thomas
Burke said he felt the conference was an "outstanding op-.
portunity for the people of the
Midwest to talk to their govern~
ment leaders. President Ford
was very frank in answering
questions. He answered them
honestly whether or not the answer pleased the person asking
the question."
The Rev. Robert Hupp, director of Boys To.!n, said he was
impressed by the "openness
with which questions were answered. You didn't hear a lot of
the old cliches or evasive answers."
Robert 'Lueder, president of
the Lueder Construction Co. of
Omaha, said he came to the
conference "thinking I'd be
skipping in and out all day. But
I stayed for the entire thing."
Myrna . Vatnsdal, legislativ~
chairman for the Omaha
branch of the American Association of University Women,
said it was a "privilege that
Omaha was selected as a site
for the conference. I think President Ford came across 'as a
very warm person."
Maurice Van Nostrand, Iowa·
Commerce Commission chair-~
man, praised the conference.
However, he said some presentations could have beeri more:
effective.
In the transportation field,!
Van Nostrand said conference:
participants should have been.
urged to consider programs•
that would encourage bus rid-.
ing. "All the new buses in the
world won't do any good if nobody rides them."
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Ag, Economic Issues Seem to Top the Agenda
Is sues on the agriculture and the ec anomy will probably
emerge as the topic of the discussion list at the Omaha White
House Conference.
William J. Baroody, Jr., said comments from Conference
participants showed "agriculture right at the top" along with the
economy specifically the Administration's import and export
policy as it relates to agriculture.
Baroody, who was appointed by Ford shortly after he
became President to set up the "grassroots" program of
White House Conferences, said he expected farm and labor
groups to be among the most vocal at the meeting.
Baroody said he hopes "the Conference will restore the
faith of Americans back into government~' adding "while I
don't want to make any broad claims, I think we've had some
progress in this area.''
"We still have a long way to go, " Baroody said, "to get
that kind of confidence in government in a lasting way."
UPI; The Tribune, Hastings, Neb., 9/30/75
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By Darwin Olofson

White House Tries
Media Saturation

Stale o se

Perspecti e

r·"'he Agricul!ural Showman

C:

I

I

'

hi Ho se Confer , ce

·We were fortunate to have had the opportunity to attend the
·White House Conference on Domestic and Economic Affair
Wednesday in Omaha. The conference was most interesting. ar1
.we learned more about Ford administratio n policies in a sing
day than '"e'll probably ever learn again .
. One of the interesting aspects of the conference was the secun
.
. WOR LO·HERALD !UR EAU.
measures taken prior to the arrival of President Ford !av
Washington - The White House tried for almost saturation
media coverage of Cabinet members and other administratio n Wednesday afternoon. From about mid-morning on. ma
participants in its domestic affairs conferences such as the one it uniformed police officers were stationed throughout the hot
held in Omaha last week.
'
· .main flO •'r and mezzanine. We have no idea how t11 ..w) 1.11 .. . Federal officials attending the affairs are encouraged by ·clothes security men were in the hotel, but there were u .
White House staH members to squeeze in as many local and area ·doubtedly plenty of them. Stationed at the doorwa~s into t!
, newspaper'. radio and television interviews as possible, in addi- conference hall, where the President was to speak. were oth
security personnel who inspected photographer s' cases and a!'
t10n to holding press conferences.
It's n~t just a ma.tter of making themselves available upon other satchels which people were carrying.
request. Tney are advised to have their top aides call local news- . About an hour before the President was to arrive l the exa:
men and suggest that interviews could be arranr.ed.
:time of which was never revealed), the conference moderate
. The objective is to get the maximum area distribut10n of ad- announced that delegates would not be allowed to ka\·e the ha
m111istration positions on various issues.
until after the program was completed following President Ford
.
.It's the political version of the old football chant - hit 'em appearance. During his talk and the question-and- ansv.l'r: ",·ioc
agam, harder, harder.
.
.
·plain clothes;,1en were standing at vnrious locations 1IJror h 1
the hall keeping a careful eye on the more than I J O'I pc ··;.:;!e>
attendance. We hurried to the hotel lobby before the Pt e~ ?C;e!lt It:.
the speakers'. platform to get a closer look at him, but he 1
through a rear door, so we failed in that attempt.
In addition to the security mea~ures taken on the da~· of tl·p
conference, press representativ es \1 ere required to phonP or\', n
in advance for credentials. Information required includrd l!
lfl
individual's legal name; home address and phone number: 1r ed
affiliation, address and phone number: date and place of btrt
.µ
and social security number. The latter was rcque>stecl b1tt r
)Jy John Barrette
u.
required . Security for the President, in light of recent threills a1
O'assassination attempts, must be quite a problem for hi: O\
security personnel and the police authorities in the cities he 1·is1
,..0
One uninvited guest was prominent throughout most of th~ cL •.
(!)
A sparrow had somehow gained entrance to the hotel and flp w
z, Whether you think Earl is a pearl or feel instead t:Mt Butz is
around inside the conference hall for hours, occasional ··
~ nuts, you would be hard pressed to come up with a better showswooping low over the heads of speakers and delegates. We hca ·
a iady nearby say, "The poor thing must be exhausted'" '.'\o dou
man in politics than the U.S. secretary of agriculture.
it was'
·u
Earl Butz stole the show last week at the regional White
We were pleased to visit several times during the day witfi B'
~ House Conference on Economic and Domestic Affairs in
Nipp, whom readers may remember from his years as an Allant
j Omaha.
resident. Bob was the Atlantic High School \'oc-ag teacher fro
From the moment he stepped to the podium as the initial
1951 to 1956 and was with the Farmers Home Administratto n he·
' Ford administration spokesman unW his final remarks closing
for another year. He is presently on the staff of Frank Zarh. a
~ the day-long confab, Butz wowed his listeners with witticisms if
ministrator of the Federal Energy Admimstrat1011.
E-< not with wisdom.
Washington.
(I)
Aware that in "Big Red" country his audience had as much
After listening to a full day of speeches. questions from ('(
<A'1 interest in football as domestic affairs, Butz reeled off a few
ference delegates and answers from government offtciab, \
one-liners about the gried game, including a reference to the forwere greatly impressed by the complexity of the federal g0\·er1
~ tunE7, of. h!s fonner school, Pu~due:
ment and the tremendous responsibiliti es which its dcpartml
z
This lS our year to emphas!Ze character and scholarship."
heads and administrato rs face day in and day out. Decisions a11 ,
recommenda tions to the President that affect miilions of rieor 1
Verbal Jousting
must be made by these men, and no matter what deci 01 ,, <
0
recommendat
io~s are made, they are bound to invite the\\ r.i:h
I-)
Controversy also swirled around the fonner Purdue dean of
thousands. We gained a new degree of admiration and respect I
the School of Agriculture, which included a verbal battle with
these men as a result of the conference and will probably not be so
Nebraska Gov. J. J. Exon over when the grain sales embargo
quick to criticize their actions in the future.
would be lifted.
,.
- Fritz Si mp,,.,

5
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Omaha Visit Billed As Not Political
President Ford's road show comes to Omaha today with
what is billed as the Nebraska-Iowa White House Conference.
Officially, it's a listening mission to give the President
and some of his top aides a chance to hear what people are
concerned about.
Sponsors --the White House lists 16 of them-- insist
that the trip is nonpartisan with no political activity of any
kind scheduled.
What that means is that the cost will be picked up by the
government instead of the Republican Party or Mr. Ford's
reelection kitty.
De spite the label, there's no doubt the visit will create
a political impact.
Twenty-one television stations and more than 300 reporters
have sought accreditation to cover the day-long event.
Reporters from area newspapers, radio and television
stations have been solicited to interview the three Cabinet
members and two agency heads accompanying Mr. Ford.
The result will be a big campaign day in Iowa and Nebraska.
The Conference is one of a series that Mr. Ford has scheduled
around the country and the series has a spin-off. Vice President
Nelson Rockefellerwill soon begin to conduct what are called
nonpartisan domestic forums around the country.
Said the invitation to the Conference here:
"The purpose is to focus on the major issues as they affect
the country and people of the Conference location and to create
dialogue and a spirit of cooperation and in the hope that discussion
will help government become more responsive."
No mention that Nebraska and Western Iowa have been hotbeds
of support for Mr. Ford's potential Republican challenger Ronald
Reagan.
Des Moines Register, Des Moines, Iowa, 10/1/75
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Economics

Fast, Fast, Fast Relief Not In The Ford Rx
The Ford Administration isn't prescribing any immediate
cure-ails for the Nation's ailing economy because that would
only keep the country on a "roller coaster ride" of economic
booms followed by recessions, the President's Assistant for
Economic Affairs said Wednesday.
While it may not be "politically appealing", the Administration
is telling Americans that they shouldn't expect quick recovery
from the recession, said L. William Seidman, luncheon speaker
at the White House Conference in Omaha.
"Perhaps the most difficult thing for Americans to accept
is a moderate approach. We want action now •••• often without
regard to the long-range effect."
He said attempts by past Administrations to cater to those
expectations, have resulted in a "stop and go" economic policy.
"We have overreacted and then overreacted, all to the
detriment of stability in economic activity," Seidman said.
This has resulted in excessive government spending, which
fueled inflation.
He said economic indicators are improving. There are
1. 5 million more people at work now than in March. He added
the economy, however, still is "near the bottom of a very deep
trough. 11
Seidman said the Adtninistration chose a tax cut to stimulate
the ,economy rather than proposing massive government programs
to get the employed back to work, as past Administrations have
done.
"Government spending programs don't get started until we
are on the way out of trouble, and they are hard to get stopped
when we don't need them anymore. 11
Omaha World Herald,

10/2/75
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Energy
Zarb: Another Oil Embargo Would Cost One Million Jobs
FEA Administrator Frank Zarb warned Wednesday that
the United States has become so dependent on foreign oil that
another embargo from oil-producing countries "would have a
serious crippling effect on our economy."
"We have had four embargoes in the last 20 years,"
Zarb said. "Last year was the fourth. The first three we
got by because we had sufficient supplies to take care of our
needs.
"At the rate we're going another embargo in 1977 or 1978
would put one million people out of work in six months and would
decrease our Gross National Product by about 40 billion dollars
in that same time."
Zarb's comments came in a press conference before he
spoke at the White House Conference in Omaha.
Zarb was critical of both OPEC and the Congress.
He said he was "damned outrated" over the last ten percent
increase approved by OPEC because it raises about two billion
dollars a year the American payment to those countries.
"From three billion dollars in 1971, the United States payment
to OPEC has reached 2 7 billion dollars," he said.
Zarb criticized Congress for what he said was its inaction
on legislation proposed by President Ford. He said the debate
has begun to move in the right direction, "but we have to get
some decisions made that are not political decisions."
Omaha World Herald, 10/2/75

Thursday, October 2, 1975 ihe Lincoln St~r

25

r

I-'·
~
()

0
f--1
~

,

,-- •••

·,. •• ..,io:.........

,

rt

.>d.i.t...,;;,~;i...;_.,,..~~~·~ ;~:

~...;. •• ,.v: .·;·,., "'''·"""'~'·'""""'_ .... P'......._._ ••~ .......,........,..,!"

~,...,,.,..

en

<;

··-···-

0

loin ts,

Ofl1fJC/r--·~

"The first television sets didn't operate
•all the time either," he said.
Disposal of nuclear wastes is "the one
nyijor technological area whlch needs to be
completed," he said, "but I am ccnvinced
it will b~ .. I'm confident that the nu.clear
regulatory commission has sufficient control over disposal methods, and that the
waste can be handled safely."

·s· orld N0t Slew Up'
On the whole, Zarb said, he sees "no
('videncc tha' · ·e shoulrl 'skw up" in t.'1e
d ··elopm'" t cf nuciear ew·rgy. It erre~s
"Lie most 1 ,.,er at the foast rost" ; r con... .,,rs,

l

...

,

Zarb's comments, made during a
private inte-view at the Om2; a White
House Conference, were solidted in the
wake of the Lincoln City Council's decision
Monday night not· to p:irticipde in t.he
financin3 or owne;,sbip of the new m:clc1r
generation unit planned by Omaha Public
Power District.

way from the Wyoming coal fo~lds to an
e1~tric g<>nern ·on complex in Arkan:.as,
Z.-irb s2id the administration has taken no
position.
'"Ne do, however, believe we need to
find better ways to transport" western low
st.Jfur coal, he said. "We should consider
ail i!!elhods of transportation."

On other rnatters of area intere:;t, Zari>
pledged tlrnt "as long as I am ~n office, we
will always give farmers the top priority for
what they require" 1n the energy or energyderivitive field.
That includes access to sufflcient fertilizer at reasonable cost, he said.

On brcader issu0s, Zarb sdd America
"could at some point be jeop;i.rdizing its
freedom" if it does not become energy independent in the near future. Administration µroposals aim for such independence
by 19H5.
"If there was ever a public policy issue
w:1ich should be raised above politics, this
is it," he dedared.
But Congressional and 1976 presidential election year politics have "obviously
irritated" the problem, resulting in a policy
imp:isse, he said.

The Ford administration has
attempted to provide the latter, he said,
through proposed decontrol of natural gas,
from which fertilizer nitrogen is made.
Approval of the proposd woc:ld "free
the f!ow" of n-tura! g35 from prnducer
states, he said.
No Pc:·"·o;· 01 P . !i•e
As for the µrnpo~;(. ' cJr I siurry
~ , ,.. .. , "' ~T 1,.,.,,, ,I '\ 0"' jfrl)i~i., ' rr. -~·hi •h'
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"We are in the process of an evolving
technology,., Zarb ~'lid m an intervie·,; with
The Star.
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ZARB .. . laughs at question m Omaha.

\

By DON WALTON
S~~r Striff Writ'.?r ;
0-maha - Federal energy ad ministrator Fran!c Zarb Wcdne"day said
·"cost efficiency and safety problems encountered in nuclear power plants do not
justify a slowdown in their development.
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"We n e <O rer cc. t depei dent on
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would make the last one I09k lL~e a picnic."
In that event, Zarb said, snapping his
fingers, "one million Americans would be
out of work just like that."

.,

.

Americans have had "a grand Roman
feast" with energy products, using the~
"more wastefully than any nation in lli.' '
~
·
world," Zarb said.
This splurge amounted to a policy
"eating youn;elf to deaf:h," he said. "We
were operating in a fantasy land. •r
' And the result, he said, is that "we are
losing control over our economy."
\

President Ford, he said, has compromised three times in an effort" to win .
Congressional approval of an energy
program. Ford's agreement to a bill extending domestic oil price controls until Nov.
15 is the latest effort, Zarb said.
Now it is up to Cong:ess to approve a
phase-out of controls or provide full decontrol v.'th protective features, Zarb said.
"Th0re is no easy -way out. They are all
;)
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Oil and Anger
"It makes me pretty damned mad.

M·ostly, it makes me angry at our inability to get strong. We have everything we need except good, old-fashioned guts."
The speaker was Federal Energy
Administrator Frank Zarb, in Omaha
for the White House policy conference. What made him angry was the
10 per cent raise in the price of oil by
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, and its implied
demonstration of the contempt in
which the oil-producing nations hold
America's determ ination to become
energy independent.
If the OPEC members can coolly
hoist the price again, as they did, and
then patronizingly lecture the United
States about what a co mpara tive
break it was receiving, as they did,
then Zarb was ri ght about what the
producers think about America's resolve fo r independence.
. No one has accused OP EC of being
slow on the uptake. The oil countries
can see what is happening - or, more
accurately, what is not happening as well as anyone.
Tl)ey can see that the United States

is playing a marathon political game
over form ation of a coherent national
energy policy.
They are witnesses to the seemingly
endless debates over crucial energyrelated questions such as whether to
build more nuclear power plants,
whether to construct an Alaskan oil
pipeline, whether to encourage or discourage coal mining.
Tl~\' ca n see the reluctance of
ArnC.i<cans to commit themselves decisively to energy conservation efforts.
Finally, they can see, as well as
anyone here can, that energy independence for the United States is a concept which has not advanced much
beyond the rhetoric stage.
Zarb's anger at the contemptuous
attitude with which OPEC raised oil
prices is understandable. So is his
anger at the inabi li ty of the United
States "to get strong."
His ire is going to have to be more
widely sha red and deeply felt across
the country if the fo reign oil producers are to be induced to show more respect for American determination . . ,
.

. .

\ _.;
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CrJlemSln' § Comrnent lncredinle
Transportation Secretary William T.
Coleman ·s- commei:t in Cma~;a this week he
'won't enforce federal sa~ctons against states
lacking motorcycle helmet laws is incredible.
According to the will of Congress, as
expres~ed in law, states which fail to have
such safety statutes ri£k federal sanC'tions.
Another \Vay of p!:';:asing that is that Ui:cle
Sam can, and will, cut you off at the pockets,
wallets, purs.os, etc.
"I don't think that the law makes much
•
sense," Cclem:m says, '·and I'm most reluctant to enforce it." l\Iatter of fact, Coleman
announced he v;oddn"t enforce tre iaw, imless threatened by litigation compeiling lnm
·
to act.

Isn't ~hat a 'Sonderful state of affaLrs, one
about which millions of American school
c:Vildren should study? A cabinet !evei oificer
telling the world he will obey the
requirements of administerbg laws he likes,
but dragging his heels on laws he finds offen·
sive.

Someone in Congress ought to determine
when, and if, Coleman took his oath of office
and whether that oath included fidelity to the
Constitution.
There may have been a special proviso
allowing secretaries of transportation to make
tl:eir own la·vs, imiep~ndent of the national
.., __
legislature. Bu_t we doubt it

Lincoln, Neb.
Evening Journ a l
Oct. 1, 19 75

~ole1nan

r;; on't

Push Heln1et
Law S&nc:io!1s
Omaha - Transportation
Secretary William T. Coleman
Jr. Wednesday said he would not
enforce federal saEdions against
states that have 110 motorcycle
helmet law.
Coleman , responding to
questions at the regional V/hite
House conference on economic
and domestic affairs. said;
" I don't think U1at the law
makes much sense and rm most
reluctant to enforce it."
Nebraska, for the past fel'.;
years, has been without a motorcycle helmet law and thus invited the possibility of federal
sanctions, which would L11ch:de
loss of almost $7 million in
federal funds.
The Nebraska Unicameral 12st
session did pass a motorcycle
helmet law, but a temporary in. junction held it in abeyance
while the issue is pending in the
courts.
Coleman said he would cut off
the funds only if the U.S.
Transportation Dept. was
threatened· with a lawsuit for
faiiure to impose the sanction.
He added he hoped that would
not happen during rJs tern re as
secretary.
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Environment

Train Urges Commitment to The Soil
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Russell
Train said in Omaha the Nation's major water quality problems
are agricultural runoff and sedimentation and that ''the only cure
for them is good farm practices.''
11

What we need,
to the soil. 11

11

Train said,

11

is a national commitment

It's high time we moved aggressively toward getting a
national commitment to the quality and quantity of the Nation's
soil, 11 he said.
AP; News Times, York, Neb., 10/1/75
Train:

Tips For Better Lives

The Nation's top environmental officer gave a blueprint
Wednesday of steps citizens may take to improve their surroundings.
It includes driving smaller cars, giving up throw-away beverage
containers, making a commitment to protect the soil, encouraging
organic farming, eliminating excessive use of pesticides, joining
citizens environmental groups, and adopting an energy saving,
simpler style of life.
Russell Train's view emerged from public talks and a
newspaper interview as he visited Omaha.
Train said he was encouraged to see Detroit automakers
finally producing cars which both get better mileage per gallon
and don't contaminate the air.
He urged citizens to "press for State legislation" which
require deposit on soft drinks and beer containers.
The Oregon and Vermont laws have been effective in reducing
litter and saving energy, and they haven't cut into beverage sales
or reduced jobs he said. "Quite the opposite, they have increased
employment. 11
Touching on the midlands lifestyle, Train stressed that new
efforts are needed to protect the soil.
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Train:

Tips For Better Lives

(cont.)

Much water pollution stems from agricultural runoff and
erosion, he said. Controls are needed on strip mining, urban
storm water runoff and other conditions which pollute soil and
water, he said.
Train said he's disheartened that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture doesn't promote organic farming because he thinks
it is one way waste can be reused, saving energy and reducing
contamination of rivers and streams.
Train criticized Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz for twice
inferring in Omaha that EPA's ban on some uses of DDT was
related to the encephalitis outbreak in some communities.
Omaha World Herald, 10/2/75
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HEW Chi ef Urges Look At Alternatives To Busing
The Secretary of HEW said his Department needs to put
more stress on helping school districts de segregate voluntarily.
Dr. D avid Mathews told a press conference in Omaha that
in some ins tances , litigation to require de segregation is nec essary
but 11 the law s a ys our first mandate is to work with schools. 11
During the public question period at the conference, Mathews s aid
there seems to be confusion whether bus ing is an end in itself or
mean s to the end of a ll owing a ll Americans to have a fair chance
for good education.
If you li sten to the debate in the country, it seems that sorne
people have forgotten what we were trying to do, they are hung up
on means. I think we have to l ook at alternatives, 11 Mathews said .
11

Mathews also called vocational education 11 an idea whose time
has come. 11 In other comments, Mathews said that : Even with
incre ases , the amount being spent on Indi an health problems is
inadequate . It is necessary to get some control on the welfare
system so that it is less confusing to recipients and there are
more incentives to reward the working poor . HEW is trying to
work out methods of enforcing the new Federal Privacy Act that
will prevent misuse of data on individua ls but not be so restrictive
as to hinder people in getting needed services .

11

Mathews compared the welfare system to a greasy pig contest:
There 1 s no pla ce to grab it. 1 1
Omaha World Herald, 10 /2/75
UNO Is Still Baffled By HEW Bias Probe

The University of N e braska at Omaha has been notified by HEW
that it is being investigated for alleged classroom grading discrimination, Chancellor Ronald Roskens said Wednesday .
Roskens told HEW Secretary Mathews that he and other UNO
officials are frustrated: They weren 1t given any specifics about
who was supposedly discriminated against , when or by whom .
Our request for further information h as brought no reply , he said .
Could something be done to help UNO take action to correct the
problem? asked Ros kens at a session of the White House Conference .
M athews offered a one-word reply :

11

C an 1t .

11

He said problems with enforcing basic Federal rules on affirmative
action in equal opportunity are partially caused by the fact that HEW is
administering Labor Department regulations . Omaha World Herald - 10 /2 7
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Transportation

Highways To Lose Priority Status
Secretary Coleman said in Omaha that the Transportation
Department is trying to shift their policy of building only highways
to one which mass transit plays an increasing role.
Speaking at a press conference, Coleman said, "Energy
problems are causing not only that shift in thinking but also
other changes, too.
"The automobile has been, is and will always be the form
of transportation that most people will use."
"But we do have to develop habits that will make the use
of the automobile much more socially responsible," the Secretary
said.
Coleman also said his Department is trying to develop
policies to "restore railroads to their proper place in society."
Coleman also commented on:
A proposed railroad revitalization act.
Proposed changes in the Highway Trust Fund.
Flexible highway programs.
He answered a number of questions from the floor, including:
Noise reduction equipment for airplanes.
Motorcyclists and helmets.
The 50 mile per hour speed limit.
Omaha World Herald,

10/2/75

1 "-.,,_ ........
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The Midlands Ask and Ford Answers
Questions asked the President during the Omaha Conference
centered around:
Decreasing Federal involvement in business.
Education and Federal forms.
Economics and tight money.
Women: Who were the women considered for his selection
of a Vice President.
Increasing

productivif~·

Job opportunities for minorities.
Jobs and the agricult.,.'re agri-business occupations.
Education:

Medical and dental.

Agricultural exportation:
Federal spending:
Jobs:

Long-term contracts.

Convincing Congress to cooperate in controlling.

Employer of last resort.

Omaha World Herald,

10/2/75
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Butz Tears Into Meany
AFL-CIO President George Meany in many ways is "more
powerful than the President of the United States" in the opinion
of Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz.
In Omaha for the White House Conference, Butz ran into
criticism of President Ford 1 s moratorium on grain exports.
He criticized members of Congress elected with the support of
labor.
As long as you can send people to Congress who will jump
through the hoop every time labor says jump, then you 1 re going
to have problems, 11 he said.
11

Butz answered questions during a dinner sponsored by the
Nebraska press association.
He was presented an appeal to permit American farmers to
sell grain anywhere 11 without impairn1ent of political, labor,
adverse foreign policy or other peripheral matters. 11
The appeal came in a form of a resolution adopted during
a meeting in Lincoln by members of the legislatures of Nebraska,
Montana, Wyoming and the Dakotas.
AP; News -Press,
Nebraska City, Nebraska, 10/1/75
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Butz Admits to Frustration
Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz discounted reports
that he might resign because of differences with the State
Department and the White House.
"The only truth is that I was irritated when the Administration
halted further grain sales to Poland last week, 11 Butz said in an
interview and later in a press conference.
News services last week hinted that his resignation would
be prompted not only by the Poland grain embargo but also by
the extension of the embargo on grain sales to the Soviet Union
following the Pre sident 1 s meeting with AFL-CIO President
George Meany.
"Sure I argued against the Poland embargo, 11 Butz said.
"You win some and you lose some, and I think I've won my
share in the past four years. 11
Butz said the State Department has to be "heavily involved"
with any international agreement and described his disagreement
with the Administration as "purely temporary. 11
The Secretary saw no chance for passage by Congress of
legislation placing controls on farm export sales. "It may be
tried, but it won't pass, 11 Butz said. "President Ford is dead
set against it. 11
Butz said he is opposed to having welfare programs such as
the school lunch and foodstamp programs as a part of his
Department's budget.
"Seventy percent of our budget next year will go for welfare,
Butz said, "and frankly it's got me frightened. 11
Omaha World Herald, 10/2/75

11
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Coleman:

JFK Probe Vindicated

A former member of the Warren Commission said Wednesday
the two recent attempts on President Ford's life tend to add credence
to the finding of the Commission.
Secretary of Transportation William T. Coleman, Jr., who
was senior consultant and assistant counsel to the Commission
that investigated President Kennedy's assassination, said the
attempts on Ford's life showed that it is possible for persons
who are "slightly mentally deranged or frustrated" to act on
his own and not in consph·acy.
Coleman said these incidents should be proof enough that
"you do have some people who are sick" enough to try to kill
the President.
Despite renewed interest in theories of a conspiracy in
Kennedy's death, Coleman said, "I haven't seen any evidence
whatsoever which would cause me to change my mind one iota
about the conclusion" that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone.
Omaha World Herald, 10/2/75
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Media Coverage

Local, Area Media Representatives
Registered for the Conference ••••••••.•••••• 300

Attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1100
Radio:

19 Stations

Television:

12 Stations

Nebraska-Iowa
ETV Network (Gavel to Gavel)
WOWT-TV (CBS) Feed for 21 Stations in Nebraska,
Iowa
South Dakota (Gavel to Gavel)

National Stories:
Newsweek
U.S. News & World Report
AP, UPI, Christian Science Monitor
NBC (News & Today Show)
CBS
ABC
Westinghouse
Metro-Media

• "lo-. ~ -·

,_ ..

Media
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By Jack Kc:.:.,·,edy
The Nebraska Educational
Television Network's (NETV)
programming of President
GET\ld Ford and plans to .do a
docurr.entary on former State
Sen. Terry Ca"pcrter have been
questioned by ~i 0s. Dorithy Ob·
birk. secretary to Gov. J. J.
Exon.
Exon appointed Mrs. Obbink
to H.e Nebras:rn Ed;.1catior1l
Te evlsion Commission earlier
this year.
Sh<! raised the issue Tuesday
when she a:.;ked :wtwork officinls
durin(( a commission me"ting
how they decid•:d to preempt all
daytime progr: •i1S V1cdns<;day
for rn> ~r:ige of tr,e GrcJha \\'hite
House Economic and Dome.~Ec
Conference, at v !:'.ch the Presi·
de::t 1.v:.is one sc!":eduled spc;i':er.
, 'ETV program director Ron
Hull earl:er h«d r'"ported plans
to bm:idcast a program on Terry
C;irpenter, but only after icgal
battles over a contested election

have been settled. T'nat should
be in about a year.

Terribie Terry
That show on the veteran
Scottsbluff senator is titled "The
•Terrific Lives of Terrible
Terry."
Mrs. Obbink asked how the
network determines when
prog:·::ms are not political.
Hull said Ford is only part of
the conlerence, spo:iso;d by
many organizations and vvith
other top officials and cabinetlevel speakers llke AgTiculture
Secretary Earl Butz.
Carpenter, Hull said, is "truly
inffi~rnous of this state" like
Maria S.:r.doz or \Villa Cather.
"He has in many ways done
more than _some governors that
we've had, in my opinion," Hull
said.

Philip Heckman, commisdc.n
chairman and Doane College
president, said ETV program·
ming is objective and balcinced
over a period of time, but some
men transcend issues.
• "He's bigger than life, in a

sense," Hull said of Carpenter.
"He's our own, whether we like
it or not," and has been both
Republican and Democrat.
Mrs. Obbink asked who
decides what gets on the
network.

Any complaints, Heckman
said, are reviewed by the staff
and the program committee and
may go to the commission itself.
Hull also gets input from an in·
formal viewer panel across the
state and sends a list of poten·
tially controversial programs to
the commissioners.

Some Editing
Occasion3lly there is some
editing, he said. Some offensive
language was cut with the
producer's µer!Tlission from a recent program on welfare.
Mrs. Obbink appeared
satisfied and did not press the
political-censorship issue
furchcr.
The commission was told
"Anyone for Tennyson," a
i rebraska-produced program to
be aired by the Public Broad·
casting System next year, is
being shot in Mystic, Conn., and
Gettysburg for use by about 120
stations.

'Debatable'
"That's very d~batable, I
thin ., " the go;rernor's secretarv
·
replied.
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\
The Nebraska Educational ficial and a broadcast executive Coverage and equipment were
pooled at times with the
Television Network did not con· said.
"We ran it from 8:30 a.m. to 5 .educational network, he said.
flict with commercial broad·
"We just don't look on ETV as
casters when it carried the p.m. and were the OP.ly station
Omaha W!:1le House economics that did." said Paul - s 1utting us out," he said.
· conference lire from 8:30 a.m. to Wischmeyer, genffal man:iger of ''They're probably the best ETV
5 p.m. Wednesday, an ETV of· WOWT in Om1d1a since July. network in the country." H~ said

•

he did not view the program as ·
political, pointing out that it
featured a number of cabinet officiais besides President Gerald
Ford.
Jack McBride, Nebra ;ka ETV
Network general manager, said

Heckman said about 60% ol
NETV prime time programmin8
is local, compared to about 107c
for most commercial stations.
A study of feasibility of <
public radio network will t,(
ready for the Oct. 30 commissior
meeting, it was reported.

•
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ETV Will Show
Session Oct. 1

Media

Evening World Herald
Omaha, Neb ., Sept. 30, 75

I (UPI) _ The Ne.
I Television
.
Linco n
.me
braska Educauona
Network will pre-empbt doaaydt~ast
· g Oct l to r
programm f the .Nebraska-Iowa
n do·
coverage 0
Whi te House conference o
mestic and economic a.f{i31~~- in
The conferenc_e w1 F d is
Omaha and President or
h d led to attend.
- be pre-em.
sc e u
nd 5
Programmg w1 11 .
pted between 8:30 a.m. a
p.m.
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I
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WOWf, Channel . 6, andT
k Educational e. ek .. 11 have ltve
Nebras . a
vision Networve~~~ and intercoverage of e . ants from
views with part~cp ·White
the Nebraska-1ow~omestic
House Conference on. om-ha
".
to be held m
aff .

airs,

·~ o2dcasts b2gm

Wed~esday., .,~ r~n to approxi·

The Iowa
at 8:.;I) a.m. an
mately. 5:30 ~~~~sting Net1 Educat~ona; I!, hi hlights from
p~.,sident GerI work will
!~Id press
' 6::;o to 9 p.m.
, aid F '"O should 10 a
I, conference,
will broad·
"'"'\'./T
o.
.., v
cast that event at 6:30 p.m.

Monroe Co. News
_ .......
Albia Iowa
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Telecast Ford visit
to
1,. ~)Omaha conference
1President Gerald Ford,
Agriculture Secretary Earl being· held across the country.
Butz, HEW Secretary David Other scheduled speakers
and includ e Russell Train,
Matthews ·,
Transportation Secretary administrator of the
William T. Coleman, Jr., Environmental Protection
headline the list of federal Agency; L. William Seidrnan,
officials who will speak at the assistant to the president for
Iowa-Nebraska White House economic affairs; and Frank
Conference on Domestic and Zarb, administrator of the
Energy
Economic Affairs at the Federal
Omaha Hilton, in Omaha, Administration.
During the day's
Neb., this Wednesday, Oct. 1.
Highli ghts of the proceedings each of the seven
conference will be telecast participants will deliver a
from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. that short speech and then will
·night on the Iowa Educational answer questions from the ·
Broadcasting Network audience.
I EBN's conference
<01annel 11 from Des Moines
in this area ) .
highlights will include
The White Hou se exclusive interviews \-Vith
Conference is one in a series each of the cabinet-level
. participants.

29 ,' 75
The Expr ess
Re d Oak' Iowa ' Se_~_t .

iEB

Carries

Omaha Session
MOINES-President
1I fy.~ s
• '-" k' d Agriculture SecGerald • or , t HEW Secd
tary Earl Bu z,
r eta y David Matthews, . a~
S etary Wilre r
Transportation ecr h dline
T Coleman Jr., ea
·
of federal officials who
\\'ill speak at the Iowa-Nebras~~
White House Confer.ence .
Domestic and Ec?nomic A~~~
.
at the Omaha Hilton, We
e
day Oct. 1.
H! hlights of that conferenc
·111te telecast from 6:30 p.m.
'tN19 m that night on the Iowa
Net
f
o p. ·
Educational Broadcas mg R
;ork including Channel 36, e.
Oak, 'and Channel 32, Council

~e~ist

d

nee
f
Bluffs.
""l White House Con ere
held
. a series being
ie m
.
is 1one
across the country: .
F"BN's conference _high~ights
include i:!Xclus1ve m_ter.
wt'th each of the Cabmet
views
level participants.
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

American Association of University Women
Council Bluffs Chamber of Commerce
Creighton University
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce
Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
Iowa Manufacturers Association
Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Nebraska Association of Commerce and Industry
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation
Nebraska Future Farmers of America Association
Nebraska Press Association
Nebraska State AFL-CIO
Nebraska Women's Political Caucus
Teamsters Union Local No. 554
University of Nebraska
Urban League of Nebraska

Co-Sponsors

•
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PROGRAM
8 :30 A.M.

Introductory Remarks
Mr. John C. Kenefick, President
Greater Omaha Chamber of Comme rce
Hon. James J. Exon, Governor of Nebraska
Hon. William J . Baroody, Jr.

9 :00 A. M.

Ag riculture and the economy
Remarks / Questions and Answers

10:00 A.M.
10:10 A. M.

Earl L. Butz
Intermission
The Environment
Remarks/ Questions and Answers

11 :00 A.M.
11 :10 A.M.

Russell E. Train
Intermission
Transportation
Remarks / Questions and Answers

12:10 P.M.

William T. Coleman, Jr.
Reception and Luncheon Banquet
(Ak-Sar-Ben and Midlands Suite)

Master of Ceremonies
D. 8. Varner
President, University of Nebraska
Invocation
His Excellency
The Most Reverend D. E. Sheehan, D.D.
Archbishop, Omaha Diocese
Welcoming Remarks
Hon. Edward Zorinsky, Mayor of Omaha
Address "The State of the Economy"
L. William Seidman
1 :30 P.M.
1 :45 P.M.

2 :1 5 P.M.

3 :10 P.M .
3 :25 P.M.

4:30 P.M .

Intermission (Reconvene Grand Ballroom)
The Economy
Question and Answer Session
L. William Seidman
The Federal Role in Education
Rema.rks1 Questions and Ansivers
David Mathews
Intermission
Energy
Remarks/ Questions and Answers
Frank G. Zarb
Address and Questions and Answers
by the President of the United States

Program Moderator and Conference Chairman
Wi ll iam J. Baroody, Jr.

Prog r am

