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(re: Transition Group} 

7 .QJd Friends· Offer 
Blunt Advice-to·Ford 

... 
Unofficial Critics, at His. i~;it~ti~'n~ 

r Try A?_._ Help Hini Keep' Perspectile 

(,-~!?.::'l:J By JAMES M. NAUGHTON -~ • 
. • · ·~-.> • .-.;.;..;..;..-..-, _ ... : llpod&l to Tbeli!_w Tart n- · . . · 

W A~HINGT~N. June 22. friends, ;tatters of conjec
G:rald R.~ Fords· best friends ture. At least for now both 
w11l telf<JuirL · · . • _ ".. ...... ~ _ · . President and friends think 
~very~~- .weeks ?r _so,· them useful In staving off 

some · of :'' ~e . Pres1d~nt's the . delusions ·of grandeur 
closest.~cqu~mtances. outside that. are thought to be en
!he:· ~White;· .H~~ assemble demic to the White House.. 
~~ the. Cabinet RQOm to critl- . No 'Imperial Presid .,. 
c1ze hlS.·work ....... , .. enc.11 . 

Sincei-ha,;took office Mr . "It's-another way to keep . . . . • • him 0"'"" .. 'd w·n:--
Ford's ··.·frie;nds-·· have taken · ,__, 581 

· luuuu. W. 
issue with his: pardon of·: Scranton, -~e former Gover
RicharcH:. ;Jf.:; ·. Nixon; ex~ nor ·of Pennsylvania who is 
pressed shock at•one· element one of the members of Mr. 
of his. Original . tax-Cut pro- _Ford's ~tchen c:abipet. - _, 
posal all<[~q~eled with his -. · Political· sc1entists· have 
reluctancei::to.•beCome a for- !retted f~~ y~ about Pres
mal candia,&te:~·for a full . Idet?ts being cloistered in the 
term as:-~ent: Once they·· White· House and isclated
even watched him rehearse a· . f~m people, from honest ad
television.· •ddress, found his v1oe and, perltaps, from reali-
manner: wanting, ~ told ty. · 
him he needed rt9efe practice. But one political scientist, 

The '"very blunt talk" to James D,avid Barber of Duke 
which· ·seven :of Mr. Ford's University, posed the cau
o~d· friends ·Jiave. subjected . tious proposition, after ob

' htm . h•s . beerr at the Pres~ . servibs Mr. Ford from afar 
ident's invitation. · for several molithS.:~at "the 

Mr.· Foret: is no masochist, Imperial Presidency bas dis
althougli he may be the most appeared, .. so tar. as the en
equable,:of·recent .Presidents . s~nement ·or the White 
wheniteomes .to complaints House occupant.· is· con·· 
about JUs: · performance. He cemed. · 
merely··· ·wanti .:. people' he Simil&r!Y, George E. Reedy, 
~rusts •• who :me, seeking no the one:time press secretary 
JObs·and .. have no administra- to Prestdent Johnson, mar
tive portfolioS, to help him veled recently, . ''What you 
keep some perspective on . are seeing is just the natural 
himself.-., .... · Jerry Ford." Mr. Reedy's 

How much ·impact the dis· co~ent- came despite. the 
cussions have had on White warmng be sounded, in a 
House policy. and whether book cal1ed "The Twilight of 
they will continue to do so the Presidency," of the se
are, even among the Ford Continued on Page :.::0, Column 2 
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7 Old FrierrQ~_Perjodically Hand£ 
Ptesident~~rt;eri Blunt.:~~ Criticism f 
.:ontlo~ "- Pqe 1, CoL 3 ~~~:~wrsation. R~}l. -~-~~-The- kk~:-~-

. · meat~, .. u cme partiCipant . watched the President cut •. · 
~ucti~ flattery aod physical ·~Doted-with rqret. are limited -~ •• practice videotape. 'It;~ 
msu~atioft that ."_sm 1~ · · to a drolCCJ ol c:t1ffce or 1a:d .: lrls'. first liSe of a televiSIOn ' 
Presidents to beheve thetr tea.··.- :~ ··· ·. ;:·. ·prompter. His friend$ were . 

. own hyperbole. ·. · . .,._.~-· aawa,. .. surprile4 .,qbut at bow wooden Mr •. 
~ nuon for Mr. Ford's · :.whm· .·be ncoavenes tile· POid MelDed. They ·eacoal'- ·· 

relative Ope!IDelll is that he •. thin&!"' said Mr. Harlow. ,. qed-~lnsisted on... said · 
. has what Bryce N. Harlow· wonder how helpful it is to.- oo.-more · rehearsals IDd· :· 
describes u ... lfOUP of old ., him.. 114 calls us back togeth- · ~ some · humanizing gestures. . 
frien~ who sit down and er~ ,.0 he must think· it. is.~-:: When. he went before the • 

. ~ell him. llke · it __ ls. .unblem- · · The :.President has won- ~ "Dati~ Mr. Ford had a fire . . ... 
, •shed. 'dered . aloud himself - . fD a burning, ·. wandered around . .· . 

Mr. Harlow, once counselor ____ .:.:...._~ L------- .• -- _·:.···+MWhi"' t.~ .... _ m ........... -. "'"";; . ...-·~•• 

. ~-- _.:;. ,:· 




