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E. G. SHUSTER 
11TH DISTRICT. PENNSYLVANIA 

G!nttgress of tqe ~b ~httes 
~nf~t~9 

~afitiugtou, ~.Q!. 20515 
August 5, 1974 

1116 l...oNGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDING 

202/225-2431 

MOST PERSONAL 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
The Vice President of the 
United States of America 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

I am sure you recognize better than I that the painful events of 
the past several days make it highly probable that soon you will 
become President. 

Should that occur, I most respectfully urge you to weigh the 
following: 

a. Our Party is tainted -- wrongfully, but nevertheless tainted. 

b. Should you become President an unparalled opportunity will 
exist for a 11new beginning11

• The American people will rally 
'round you. 

c. Should you select a responsible southern Democrat as your 
Vice President with the understanding that he will join you 
in re-structuring a party of Republicans and conservative 
Democrats, you could forge a 11new majority11

• Perhaps it would 
take two steps. First, a 11New Republican Party11 and a 
11Conservative Democratic Party11

; then a merger of the two for 
'76. 

The philosophy of government would reflect the feelings of 
most Americans, and be in rhythm with the tide of history. 

In the process, you would negate one of your own previous statements, 
for, in this century, a Ford could become a Lincoln. 
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E. G. Shuster 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
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