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-1-
IT IS A SPECIAL HONOR FOR ME TO ADDRESS,
FOR THE THIRD TIME IN AS MANY YEARS, THIS GREAT CONVENTION

OF NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERSe



-9-
| WELCOME THE PARTICIPATION THIS YEAR
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS,
AND | SALUTE BOTH OF YOUR OUTSTANDING ORGANIZATIONS
AS YOU FOLLOW THE GREAT COMMISSION OF JESUS:

TO GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPELe



-3-

MY GOODVFRIEND BILLY ZEOLI MAKES THE POINT
THAT WHILE WE MAY KNOW THE NUMBER OF CHURCHES
AND RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS INVOLVED IN RELIGIQUS
BROADCASTING AND MISSION WORK,/ONLY GOD CAN COUNT
THE NUMBER OF LIVES THAT HAVE BEEN. CH‘ANGED BY THE

GOSPEL YOU PREACH THROUGHOUT THE WORLDe



-4-
[ LIKE THE THEME YOU'VE SELECTED FOR YOUR

BICENTENNIAL CONVENTION: "LET FREEDOM RINGe"
NOWHERE ON EARTH HAS FREEDOM RUNG SO LOUD

AND SO LONG AS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAe



-5-
AMERICANS HAVE HEARD IT RINGING FOR 200 YEARS,

AND | HOPE AND PRAY IT WILL.RI'NG FOREVER IN -OUR LANDe //
THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE LAWS OF GOD

WERE OF VERY SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR FOUNDING FATHERS

AND TO THE NATION THEY CREATEDe



-6-
- | BELIEVE IT IS NO ACCIDENT OF HISTORY,
NO COINCIDENCE/[HAT THIS NATION, WHICH DECLARED‘
ITS DEPENDENCE ON GOD EVEN.WHILE DECLARING ITS
INDEPENDENCE FROM FOREIGN DOMINATION, HAS BECOME

THE GREATEST NATION IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLDe



-1-
WE ARE TAUGHT IN THE PSALMS THAT

"BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORDe"

| BELIEVE THAT VERY DEEPLY, AND | KNOW YOU BELIEVE IT, TOO}_. ’
LOOKING BACK OVER 200 YEARS, WE CAN SEE

THAT AMERICA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A UNIQUELY BLESSED NATION,/

THAT WE HAVE HAD A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THE AFFAIRS

OF MANKINDe
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IN OUR NATION'S YOUTH, WE BECAME LIVING PROOF
OF THE FACT THAT MEN COULD GOVERN THEMSELVES SUCCESSFULLY,/
THAT THE "DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS™ WAS A FALSE DOCTRINE | | Lo
FOR AMERICANS,f AND THAT, IN TRUTH,/ALL MEN ARE CREATED

EQUAL IN THE SIGHT OF THEIR CREATORe



-9-
WE PROVED THAT HARD WORK AND SELF-SACRIFICE
AND A FREELY EXTENDED HELPING HAND/COULD BUILD A NATION
AND A PEOPLE TO GREATNESS/IN THE SPACE OF A FEW
GENERATIONS -- A TIMETABLE UNHEARD OF BEFORE THE

AMER [CAN EXPERIENCE BEGANe
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WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED TI;N\E AND TIME AGAIN THATV
THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN THE WORLD HAS NO BETTER FRIEND,/
NO STRONGER ALLY THAN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAe
WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT‘WE ARE AMONG THE

- MOST COMPASSIONATE AND GENEROUS PEOPLE.ON EARTHe



-11-

WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT THE WORLD-FAMOUS
AMERICAN INGENUITYV IS STILL VERY MUCH AT WORK,/
STILL ABLE TO KEEP US ON‘ THE FRONTIERS OF PROGRESS

IN EVERY FIELDe
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OUR LEADERSHIP IN ALL OF THESE ENDEAVORS
HAS ENRICHED MANKIND EVERYWHEREe WHILE SEEKING
OUT THE PATH OF PEACE WITH OTHER NATIONS, WE HAVE DECLAREDT
OUR ENEMIES TO BE DISEASE AND IGNORANCE AND POVERTY

AND INJUSTICE AND WAR ITSELFe
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| REMEMBER PRESIDENT EISENHOWER OBSERVING
THAT AMERICA 1S NOT GOOD BECAUSE IT IS GREAT --
AMERICA .IS GREAT BECAUSE AMERICA IS GOODe

THE EARLY HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY WAS WRITTEN
‘BY MEN WHO VALUED THE FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND W_HO

HAD IN COMMON A DEEP FAITH IN GODe
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WE READ OF GEORGE WASHINGTON, ON HIS KNEES

IN PRAYER AT VALLEY FORGE, SEEKING DIVINE GUIDANCE

FOR HIMSELF, HIS MEN AND HIS FLEDGLING COUNTRY/

IN THE TERRIBLE WINTER OF [777e
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'WE READ OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, CALLING

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO PRAYER WHEN THAT

BODY OF STRONG-WILLED INDEPENDENT MEN WAS IN DISARRAY

AND DISCORDe
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WE READ OF JOHN ADAMS PROCLAIMING A
"LOVE OF GOD AND HIS CREATION,”/STATING THAT
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
WERE THE SUM OF HIS RELIGION,/AND _PRAYING THAT HEAVEN
WOULD BESTOW "THE BEST OF BLESSINGS™ ON .THE WHITE HOUSE

AND ALL ITS FUTURE INHABITANTSe
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THIS FAITH OF OUR FATHERS SUSTAINED A
YOUNG AMERICA WHEN IT WAS WEAK AND POORe
THAT SAME FAITH CAN SUSTAIN US TODAY IN THE ADDED
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE WORLD'S MOST PROSPEROUS AND

- POWERFUL NATIONe



-18-
WHEN | BECAME PRESIDENT, THIS COUNTRY WAS FACED
WITH SOME OF THE MOST PRESSING AND SERIOUS PROBLEMS
IN ITS HISTORYe
UNDERLYING THESE PROBLEMS WAS A CRISIS
OF CONFIDENCE IN OUR GOVERNMENT,/A CRISIS OF THE SPIRIT

AMONG OUR OWN PEOPLEe
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'AMER'CA HAD BEEN BUFFETED ABOUT FOR MORE
THAN A DECADE, WITH SHOCKS TO ITS SYSTEM THAT WOULD HAVE
CRIPPLED A LESSER COUNTRY:/ POLITICAL ASSASSINATION,
A LONG AND FRUSTRATING WAR, RIOTS IN OUR STREETS
AND ON OUR CAMPUSES, ECONOMIC DISTRESS, SCANDALS

AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENTe
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IN THE FEW HOURS BEFORE THIS RESPONSIBILITY |

WAS SUDDENLY THR-UST UPON ME,/I WAS ASKED BY ONE

OF MY AIDES WHAT VERSE | WANTED THE B_IBLE OPENED TO/

WHEN | TOOK THE OATH OF OFFICEe



-9}-
| TURNED TO THE BIBLE WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN ME,

WHEN | BECAME VICE PRESIDENT, BY MY SON MIKE,

WHO IS A DIVINITY STUDENT IN MASSACHUSETTS,/

AND HIS WIFE GAYLEe



-9~
EVER SINCE I WAS A LITTLE BOY, Il HAVE USED

A SPECIAL VERSE IN THE BIBLE AS A KIND OF PRAYERe

I'M SURE YOU'RE ALL FAMIL.IAR WITH ITe ,IT COMES

FROM THE BOGK OF PROVERBS, AND IT SAYS:
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"TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL THVINE HEART;

AND LEAN NOT UNTO TH»INE OWN UNDERSTANDINGe

IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM,/AND_I-E SHALL D IRECT

THY PATHSe"




-24-

THAT WAS THE VERSE | PLACED MY HAND UPON
WHEN | TOOK THE OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED TO EVERY
PRESIDENT SINCE GEORGE WASHINGTONe

THESE WORDvS HAVE MEANT MUCH TO ME

AS | HAVE DEALT: WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THIS NATION

AND THE WORLDe
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WE HEAR SO MUCH ABOUT THE CORRUPTION OF
GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS AND LABORe 'WE SENSE SO

MUCH DISTRUST IN OUR BASIC INSTITUTIONS OF SOCIETYe



-26-
TOO MANY PEdPLE ARE COMPLAINING:

"WE DON'T KNOW WHO OR WHAT WE CAN BELIEVEs"

MY ANSWER 1S: WE CAN BELIEVE IN GODe WE CAN BELII:;VFj

IN THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERSe



-27-
WE ARE HEIRS OF OUR FATE!ERS' FAITH,
AND IT CAN BE A SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND COMFORT |
AND UNDERSTANDING FOR US, AS IT WAS FOR THEMe
IT REMAINS OUR 'DUTY TO REMEMBER OUR RELIGIOUS .
HERITAGE, TO TEACH IT TO OUR CHILDREN, AND TO ORDER
OUR OWN LIVES WITH COURAGE, WITH JUSTICE, WITH KIN_DNESS

AND IN THE LOVE OF GODe



98-
EACH GENERATION HAS TS DIFFICULTIES AND
CHALLENGES TO MEET, /AND SURELY WE HAVE NO LESS NEED
OF AN ABIDING FAITH/VHAN DID THE PILGRIMS WHd ESTABLISHED

A NEW LIFE IN THE AMERICAN WILDERNESSe



-99-
WE HAVE NO LESS NEED OF FAITH THAN THE AMERICAN
COLONIST%NHEN THEY FLUNG THEIR CHALLENGE‘OF INDEPENDENCE
IN THE FACE OF THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL EMPIREe
WE HAVE NO LESS NEED OF FAITH THAN THE PIONEERS -

WHO CONQUERED A VAST AND DANGEROUS CONTINENTe




30-
THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS IS LIVING STILL
IN AMERICA TODAYe IT WILL LIVE AS LONG AS FREEDOM RINGS
IN THIS SWEET LAND OF LIBERTYe
TONIGHT, LET US SAY IN THE‘»STIRR»ING WORDS

OF "AMERICA":



-3|-

"LONG MAY OUR LANDA BE BRIGHT/ WITH FREEDOM'S .
HOLY LIGHT;/ PROTECT US BY THY MIGHT, / GREAT GOD,
OUR KINGs"

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe

END OF TEXT
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 22, 1976

OFFICE Cf THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS
BROADCASTERS CONVENTION

THE SHOREHAM HOTEL

8:32 P,M, EST

Cr. Zimmerman, Dr. VanDerPuy, Dr. Toms,
members and guests of the National Religious Broadcasters
and the National Association of the Evangelicalsg:

It is a very special honor for me to address for
the third time in as many years this great Convention of
National Religious Broadcasters. I welcome, of course, the
participation of the National Association of Evangelicals,
and I salute both of you for your outstanding organizations
as you follow the grcat commissions of Jesus, to go into
the world and to preach the gospel.

My good friend, Billy Zeoli, makes the point that
we may know the number of churches, radio and television
stations involved in religious broadcasting and missior work.
Only God, however, can count the number of lives that have
been changed by the gospel you preach throughout the world.

I like the theme you selected for your Bicentennial,
"Let Freedom Ring." Nowhere on earth has freedom rung so
loud and so long as in the United States of America. Americans
have heard it ring for 200 years, and I hope and pray it will
ring forever in this great land of ours.

The Commandments and the laws of God were of
very special importance to our Founding Fathers and to the
Nation they created. I believe it is no accident of
history, no coincidence that this Nation which declared its
dependence on God even while declaring its independence
from foreign domination has become the greatest Nation in
the history of the world.

We are taught in the Psalms that blessed is the
Nation whose God is the Lord. I believe that very, very
deeply, and I know you believe it, too,

MORE
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Looking back over 200 years, we -can see that
America has always been a uniquely blessed nation, that
we have had a very special role to play in the affairs
of mankind., In our Nation's youth we become living proof
of the fact that men could govern themselves successfully,
that the divine right of kings was a false doctrine for
Americans and that in truth all men are created equal in
the sight of their creator.

We proved that hard work and self-sacrifice and
a freely extended helping hand could build a Nation and a
people to greatnessin the space of just a few generations,
a timetable unheard of before the American experience
began. ‘

We have demonstrated time and time again that the
cause of freedom in the world has no better friend, no
stronger ally than the United States of America. We have
demonstrated that we are among the most compassionate,
most generous people on earth., We have demonstrated that
the world famous American ingenuity is still very much at
work, still able to keep us on the frontiers of progress
in every field.

Our leadership in all of these endeavors has
enrichei’mankind everywhere. While seeking outthe path
of peace with other nations, we have declared our enemies
to be disease, ignorance and poverty and injustice and
war itself.

I remember President Eisenhower observing that
America is not good because it is great, America is great
because it is good.

The early history of our country was written by
men who valued the freedom of religion and who had in
common a deep faith in God. We read of George Washington
on his knees in prayers at Valley Forge, seeking divine
guidance for himself, his men and his fledgling Nation in
the terrible winter of 1777.

We read of Benjamin Franklin calling the Second
Continental Congress to prayer when that body of stvong
willed independent men . was in disarray and in discord.

We read of John Adams, proclaiming of love of
God and his creation, stating that the Ten Commandments
and the Sermon on the Mount were the sum of his religion
and praying that heaven would bestow the best blessings
on the White House and all of its future inhabitants.

MORE
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This faith of our fathers sustained the young
America when it was weak and very poor. That same faith
can sustain us today in the added responsibilities of
the world's most prosperousand powerful nations.,

When I became President, this country was faced
with some of its most pressing and serious problems in its
history. Underlying these problems was a crisis of canfidence
in our Government, a crisis of spirit among our own people.
American had been buffeted about for more than a decade
with shocks to its system that would have crippled a lesser
country.-- political assassination, a long and frustrating
war, riots in our streets and on our campuses, economic
distress, scandals at the highest levels,

In the few hours before this responsibility was
suddenly thrust upon me, I was asked by one of my aides
what verse I wanted the Bible open to when I took the oath
of office. I turned to the Bible which had been given me
when I became Vice President and my oldest son, Mike, was
a divinity student in Massachusetts -- and I understand
Dr. Ockenga is speaking tomorrow night to you.

Ever since I was a little boy, I have used a
very special verse in the Bible as a kind of prayer. I
am sure you are all familiar with it. It comes from the
Book of Proverbs, and it says, "Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart and lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy
paths."

That was the verse that I placed my hand upon
when I took the oath of office administered to every
President since George Washington. These words have meant
much, very much, to me as I have dealt with the problems of
this Nation and the world.

We hear so much about the corruption of Government
and business and labor. We sense so much distrust in our
basic institutions of society. Too many people are complaining
we don't know who or what we can believe.

My answer is we can believe in God. We can
believe in the faith of our fathers. We are the heirs of
our fathers' faith, and it can be a source of strength and
comfort and understanding for us,as it was for them.

It remains our duty to remember our religious
heritage, to teach it to our children and to order our own
lives with courage, with justice and kindness and in the
love of God.

MORE
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Each generation has its difficulties and
its challenges to meet. Surely we have no less need of
an abiding faith than did the Pilgrims, who established
a new life in the American wilderness.

We have no less need of faith than the American
colonists when they flung their challenge of independence
in the face of the world's most powerful empire. We have
no less need of faith than the pioneers, who conquered
a vast and dangerous continent.

The faith of our fathers is living still in
America today. It will live as long as freedom rings in
this sweet land of liberty.

Tonight, let us say in the stirring words of
"America," "Long may our land be bright, with freedoms
holy light, protect us by thy might, great God our King."

Thank you very much.

END (AT 8:47 P.M. EST)
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Each generation has its difficulties and
its challenges to meet. Surely we have no less need of
an abiding faith than did the Pilgrims, who established
a new life in the American wilderness.

We have no less need of faith than the American
colonists when they flung their challenge of independence
in the face of the world's most powerful empire, We have
no less need of faith than the pioneers, who conquered
a vast and dangerous continent.

The faith of our fathers is living still in
America today. It will live as long as freedom rings in
this sweet land of liberty.

Tonight, let us say in the stirring words of
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