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ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOR VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER RABIN 

Mr. Prime Minister, it is a real pleasure to welcome 

you back to Washington in the high office of Prime Minister 

of Israel. Today, we welcome you as both leader and 

friend. It is a personal pleasure for me, having known 

you during your many years as Israel's Ambassador in 

Washington. I trust that you and Mrs. Rabin will enjoy 

your visit here among your many friends. 

The United States has been proud to stand with Israel for 

many years. We shall continue to stand with you for we 

remain firmly committed to the survival and to the security 

and well-being of your nation. And this is the foundation 

from which we shall work together. For more than a quarter 

century, Israel and we have built our cooperative relations 

in many fields, to reflect the mutual aspirations of our peoples. 

We have worked together to ensure our common objectives of 

a free, happy and secure life for our peoples. Our unique 
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The United States has been proud to stand with Israel through 
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the years of its young nationh~~d -- against great odds, against 
\ 

difficult challenges. Our nation\ emains firmly committed 

to the survival and to the security a dwell-being of the 

· State of Israel in the future. And this · s the foundation 

from which we shall work together. Fo more than a quarter 

century, Israel and we have built our coop ative relations 
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. in many fields, to reflect the mutual aspirati ns of our 

peoples. There are many areas in which I am 

·:. to strengthen our ties for the future. 
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relationship, our common heritage and our historic 

ties have served this cause. 

In this spirit, we shall also continue to work together 

_towards our conrmon vision of a lasting peace. The 

peoples of the Middle East want -- and deserve -- a final 

peace. We cannot, where it is within man's capability to 

put an end to war, turn away from making our best efforts 

to achieve a final and durable peac_e settlement. First 

steps h~ve been taken towards this goal. The United States 

remains firmly committed to continuing its assistance in 

this process. We cannot let down the vast hopes of all 

peoples in the area that peace mi'ght be possible. We 

re:rp.ain committed to steady progress towards this objective 

and to working with Israel towards this high goal. 

Mr. Priine Minister, you are among friends. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Bob·=~~ I 
TO: 

FrtOM: PAUL THEIS 

Attached was drafted by State and 

cleared by NSC and revised sil.·· tly 
by Milt Friedman and myself• · .op_-:[ 
has been sent to General Ser ~· 

Has been cleared by the President 
and Mr. Hartmann. 

tf oelivered to General Scowcroft. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE September 9, 1974 

SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT FOR RABIN ARRIVAL 
CEREMONY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1974 

Mr. Prime Minister, I welcome you today at the White 

Hrmse as the leader of a country with which the United States has 

close bonds of friendship. You are a leader and a friend whom I 

know well from your years of service as Israel's Ambassador in 

Washington. I am delighted to see you here again in your new 

capacity as Prime Minister. 

I know that our discussions will be successful because they will 

build upon a solid base of mutual trust. We must continue the excellent 

Americcn-Israeli relationship which both nations share with such 

pride. Our friendship covers a spectrum of deep ties in cultural, 

scientific, economic, political, and spiritual spheres. 

The most important matter we will discuss is our mutual 

goal of seeing a lasting peace established in the Middle East. This 

is vital to the well-being of all the peoples of the region. We know 

that Israel is dedicated to peace. And Israel knows that the United 

States, ·~ta tradition of firm support over the years for the 

sovereign existence and prosperity of Israel, will not abandon its 

efforts to help bring peace to the Middle East. 

Welcome, Mr. Prime Minister, to Washington. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Rabin, it is a very real pleasure for me to have the 
opportunity of welcoming both of you to the United 
States. 

You are returning as the leader of a great 
country. You are returning to meet many of your friends 
over the years that you knew so well during your service 
here as Ambassador to the United States. 

I trust that you and Mrs. Rabin will thoroughly 
enjoy this visit back to the United States. 

The United States, Mr. Prime Minister, has 
been proud of its association with the S~ate of Israel. 
We are committed to Israel's survival and security. 

The United States for a quarter of a century 
has had an excellent relationship with the State of Israel. 
We have cooperated in many, many fields -- in your security, 
in the well-being of the Middle East, and in leading 
what we all hope is a lasting peace throughout the world. 

Many of our people have a close personal relation
ship and association with your citizens, your fellow 
citizens in Israel, and we hope and trust that this 
relationship will grow and expand. 

Over the last few months, there has been movement 
in the Middle East for a lasting and durable peace. Israel 
has cooperated, Israel has been helpful, and we hope and 
trust that in the months ahead the foundation which has 
been laid will be built upon. 

We want, you want, and others throughout the 
world want a lasting and durable peace in the Middle 
East. 
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The first steps have been taken. Others will 
follow, and I am certain and positive that, as we meet 
here during the next several days, we can contribute to 
the building of a better and finer peace in the Middle 
East. 

I hope that you and Mrs. Rabin have a delightful 
and warm welcome, which you so richly deserve, in the 
United States. 

PRIME MINISTER RABIN: Mr. President, Mrs. 
Ford, I am grateful to you for your kind invitation 
to come to Washington and for your warm words of welcome. 

As you know, Mr. President, I am not a complete 
stranger in this country, nor, indeed, in this city. 
But this is the first time that I come here in my 
capacity of Prime Minister of Israel. 

You, Mr. President, have very recently under
taken new and awesome responsibilities, and I feel 
certain, therefore, that you can appreciate the weighty 
load that rests on my shoulders. 

I represent a country which is faced, which 
is facing manifold problems, great challenges, but 
also great and new opportunities for internal progress 
and for peace with her neighbors. 

In the performance of my new duties~ I am encouragQd 
as all my predecessors have been, by their binding friend
ship and by the ever-deepening ties which bind the people 
of Israel with the people of this, the ~reatest democracy, 
and with its leaders. 

Ever since the renewal of Jewish independence in 
the land of our forefathers, after long generations of 
suffering and martyrdom, Israel has enjoyed generous 
aid and support on the part of the United States. Our 
gratitude for this sustenance will be recorded forever 
in the annals of our people. 

During all these times since 1948, Israel 
has seen periods of trial and hardships. Yet she 
never swerved, even for a moment, from her supreme 
national goal, which is the quest for peace with her 
Arab neighbors. 
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So far, to our nation's deep sorrow, this 
goal has eluded us. Despite the recent test of arms, 
Israel is prepared to seek progress towards peace. 

We have in recent months demonstrated that 
we have taken risks for peace to see whether new 
efforts may possibly bring us nearer to this achievement. 

I know in this quest for peace in our region, 
we have in you, Mr. President, and in our colleagues 
in the Government of the United States, a strong and 
determined partner. 

Indeed, you, Mr. President, pronounced the 
commitment of the United States to the quest of world 
peace as the central theme in your inaugural address 
only a few weeks ago. 

The people of Israel stand united in the 
conviction that war is futile, that it cannot solve 
problems, that only human suffering is brought in its wake. 
As far as our part of the world is concerned, we are 
convinced that there is no issue, however co1r.plicated 
it may now appear, that it cannot be resolved by 
patient negotiations. 

What is needed is an equal measure of desire 
and determination on all sides to achieve peace. 

Much depends at this stage on what other 
governments in the area are prepared to do. At any 
rate, we in Israel are ready for the peace-making 
effort. 

I must, however, with a full sense of responsi
bility, add this: As you, Mr. President, assumed high 
office, you conveyed to your people and to the world 
the message that a strong America is a powerful guarantee 
for peace in the world. This is true in the same 
measure as far as Israel and her own region are concerned. 
Only a strong Israel, which has the capacity to deter 
aggression and to defend ourselves successfully by our 
own strength, has a chance of winning peace. 

I cannot underline strongly enough our 
conviction that the constant maintenance of Israel's 
strength is an absolute prerequesite for the attainment 
of solutions to the problems of our troubled region. 
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On these and other matters of common interest 
and concern, I shall be exchanging views with you, Mr. 
President, and your colleagues, within the next few 
days. I look forward to doing so in the spirit of 
confidence and of the cultivation of a good future which 
has linked our government and our people for so many 
years. 

I am confident that I shall return to Jerusalem 
assured of the United States' determination to support 
the well-being of Israel within a Middle East that we 
hope will finally be advancing on the road towards a 
just and durable peace, which assures security and progress 
for all its people. 

Thank you very much. 

END (3:20 P.M. EDT) 




