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12/11/76-Remarks at Dinner for Secretary of Detense, Service secretaries 
Chiefs of Staff and the Commanders of the Unified commands. 

I would l1ke to take this opportunity on behalf of every 

citizen of the United States to personally thank each of you for 

and 

the tremendous contribution that you have made and are making to 

the security of America. Your d~qication to the defense of freedom 

today is in keeping with the courage and sacrifice of the men and 

women who established our independence two hundred years ago. 

This gathering tonight has a very special meaning for me. 

You have been a source of deep strength and confidence during times 

of world-wide crisis and tension. As your Commander-in-Chief, I 

have always counted on your loyalty and military readiness to 

respond in any measure wherever and whenever the need arose. 

As we approach the holiday season, not one American is 

under enemy fire tonight. Peace in the world -- as each of you 

know -- is dependent on the deterrent strength of our military 

forces. Our nation has paid dearly for peace -- both in terms 

of human lives and national treasure. You as Commanders have 

added the essential ingredient -- leadership -- to make our 

national defense the best in the world. 

Our country will be challenged in the future, as it has 

been in the past, but freedom will prevail in America as long as 

we have a strong military team commanded by men of courage and 

integrity. 

In behalf of all Americans I express my deepest thanks. 
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