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DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20220 

June 30, 197 5 

Dear Bob: 

I think this coinage chan ge, which is the most 
important and largest coinage change we have had in the 
nation 1s history, would make a wonderful and patriotic 
theme for the Pre sident. 

Coins touch the hand of every man, woman and 
child in this country and will se rve to remind everyone that 

is h a ndling them of our great pride and love for our country. 

With this I am sending you a complete kit on the 

d evelopment of the coinage change. I just felt that this was 

too important to be buried and would be a marvelous vehicle 

for the President to be using somewh ere as he goes around 
the country. 

Thanks a million. 

;;~~ 
The H onorable 
Robert T . Hartmann 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 2 0 500 

Mary Brooks 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT HARTMANN 

FROM: WILLIAM NICHOLSON V)uJ~ 
SUBJECT: Bicentennial Coins 

I followed up on our discussion of July 17 concerning Mary Brooks presenting 
a bicentennial coin set to the President. However, these turn out to be the 
same coins that Mary Brooks and John Warner presented to the President 
in November. Mrs. Brooks' office does not feel another White House ceremony 
is warranted at this time. 

They had hoped the President might call further attention to the new coinage 
during his travels . Therefore, I am returning the material to you. 

Digitized from Box 9 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Three cheers for no~hing 
It's a good thing the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad­

ministration officials, _sitting autocratic~lly in their town house 
just across from the White H<~use, did not found this nation. We' 
fear our country would have disintegrated within a few decades 
under their disorganization, short-sighted judgement and reason, 
not to mention a lack of sensitivity, fairness and knowledge of 
what reaches Everyman for the longest time. 

Nearly one million dollars have just been given.away by the 
ARBA. Most of it was derived from the sale of Bicentennial 
medals to collectors. 
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The American Numismatic Association, a federally Congratul~· 
chartered organization, asked for $50;000 of this money to develop gold coin in o 
a numismatic Bicentennial program. Did it get one red cent? No. curses on th 

Instead, the -money went to a wind symphony, a hiking-ski of gold is pe "phased out 
touring group, the Camp Fire Girls and something called "Opera- How ridiculo 
tion Sail 1976". Then there was money for a wagon train, garden Who can 
clubs council and groups with gimmicky, contrived names that _ price and a 
defy journalistic interpretation. , Arabian oil 

ANA executives spent hours preparing two applications to Treasury fo 
comply with the unduly complicated ARBA guidelines to qualify Jack Ben 
for funds. ANA qualified in every way, in our estimation, based smal~ . .. onl 
on the perpetuity of numismatics, the worthiness of the project, Thmk of 
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FINALISTS: The National Sculpture Society 
jury will select no more than six plaster mod­
els suitable for coinage reduction and submit 
them to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The final selections of new designs for the 
reverse side of the coins by the Secretary 
of the Treasury will be made after recommen­
dations submitted from a committee composed 
of the Director of the Mint; the Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs; the Chairman of the House 
Committee on Banking & Currency; the Chair­
man of the Advisory Committee on Coins and 
Medals of the American Revolution Bicenten­
nial Commission; and the Fine Arts Commis­
sion. 

If no submitted design is found by the Sec­
retary of the Treasury to be satisfactory aes­
thetically or technically for the coining process, 
no contract will be awarded. 

AWARD: A contract award of $5,000 will be 
given to the designer of each of the final de­
signs selected by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Under the contract, the designer must agree 
to make any revisions required by the Director 
of the Mint in preparing the final coinage 
model and agree to provide necessary technical 
services in the production of the dies at the 
United States Mint at Philadelphia. Necessary 
expenses will be paid. At that time, the win­
ning designer's initials will be incorporated 
into his design. 

All sketches, photographs, models or other 
materials submitted to the National Sculpture 
Society shall become the property of the 
United States and may be used and disposed 
of as determined by the Director of the Mint. 
Such items will not be returned to the de­
signers. 

Neither the United States nor any officer, 
agency, agent or employee thereof shall be 
liable to the sculptor for the use by any person 
of any idea, plan or design expressed or exe­
cuted by the sculptor in connection with the 
work. 
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The National Sculpture Society on behalf of 
the Department of the Treasury invites com­
petition for new designs for the reverse side 
of the dollar, half-dollar and quarter-dollar 
coins to be struck by the United States Mint. 

ELIGIBILITY: Open to all sculptors who are 
citizens of the United States and WHO ARE 
CAPABLE OF EXECUTING A PLASTER MODEL 
compatible with the coining process. Members 
of the panel of judges and sculptors of the 
U.S. Government are not eligible. 

THEME: Emblematic of the Bicentennial of 
the American Revolution-1776-1976. 

The Portraits of Presidents Dwight D. Eisen­
hower, John F. Kennedy and George Washing­
ton remain on the obverse of the dollar, half­
dollar and quarter-dollar respectively. The date 
inscription on the obverse will be changed by 
the Mint to 1776-1976 in honor of the Bicen­
tennial year. 

SUBMISSIONS: Limited to one design by any 
sculptor. Design may be a drawing on black 
and white media within a 10" circle, or a photo­
graph, of like diameter, of a model. Either must 
be mounted on an illustration board, 11" x 14". 

Submissions and judging are to be anony­
mous; they shall bear no identifying mark of 
any kind but shall have affixed to the back an 
opaque sealed envelope containing the name 
address and telephone number of the author. 

No payments will be made for expenses in­
curred in the preparation of such sketches or 
photographs. 

• 

INSCRIPTIONS: The coinage laws require 
the coins to have on the reverse side the in­
scriptions "UN ITED STATES OF AMERICA," 
"E PLURIBUS UNUM," and the denomination. 
To permit the Director of the Mint to use any 
design for any of the three denominations, all 
designs must include the maximum lettered 
denomination "QUARTER DOLLAR." The in­
scriptions should not be abbreviated and 
should be in capital letters. 

DELIVERY: The sketch competit ion will ter­
minate on December 14, 1973, on which date 
the sketch or photograph must have been 
delivered, charges prepaid, to the National 
Sculpture Society, c/o United States Bullion 
Depository, West Point, New York 10996. 

SEMI-FINALISTS: A panel of judges. chosen 
by the National Sculpture Society will select 
not more than 12 designs. This panel will con­
sist of Robert A. Weinman, sculptor, Chairman; 
Adlai S. Hardin, sculptor; Ju lius Lauth, ed itor 
of medals; Gilroy Roberts, sculptor; and Elvi ra 
Clain-Stefanell i, coins and medals curator. 

Each author of the selected designs may be 
invited by the Treasury Department to submit 
his design in the form of a plaster model of 
the following specifications: 

Plaster models may not exceed s112 inches 
in diameter. The extreme depth of relief from 
the border to the deepest part may not exceed 
5/32 of an inch and the highest part of the 
design must be kept slightly under the level of 
the border. For coinability, areas of high relief 
on the obverse side should be opposite areas of 
low relief on the reverse. Reverse designs are 
inverted relative to the obverse designs. 

Any submitted model shall bear no signature 
or mark of any kind, but shall have attached 
to its back an opaque sealed envelope con­
taining the name, address and telephone num­
ber of its designer. 

Plaster models submitted at the request of 
the Treasury Department which meet such 
requirements and specifications will be pur­
chased for the sum of $750 each by the 
Treasury Department. 
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OFFICE OF 
DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

Dear Sir: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 

June 9, 1975 

Do you know about the big change in your small change? 

If not, you soon will -- because those famous faces of Eisenhower, Kennedy and 
Washington now have a new date -- 1776-1976 -- and new backs in celebration of our 
Nation's 200th birthday. 

On July 7, or soon after, you will receive the first of the Bicentennial coins -­
the half dollar -- to release to the public. And before the end of the year, the 
Federal Reserve System will have distributed ample supplies of all tl\ree cir~1.1lating 
coins to the Nation's financ:i.ai insd.tut:i.ons. ~ 

Then, when you flip a quarter and it com.es up tails, you are going to .see a 
Colonial drummer; Independence Hall will greet you on the half dollar; the moon and 
Liberty Bell on the dollar. The three new reverse designs chosen to appear on these 
historic coins were selected in a national design competition that drew close to 
1,000 entries. 

Initially, there may be a run on the coins by collectors and the general public. 
Rest assured, however, that sufficient quantities of 1974 quarters, halves and dollars 
are on hand to meet any emergency, and production of the Bicentennial coins has been 
increased in anticipation of unusual demand. 

To me, these coins -- like all our coins -- are symbols of our Nation's 200 years 
of freedom. They are small pieces of our historical and cultural heritage -- passing 
from hand-to-hand and linking us to the cherished ideals of our forefathers. LIBERTY 
was the rallying cry of the American Revolution -- and LIBERTY has been so proclaimed 
and inscribed on each and every coin since the creation of the U.S. Mint in 1792. 

Launching a national coinage was a big step forward in the formation of our young 
Nation. We are no~ launching_th~ 1JlOSt £1igni_fi.~~t!_~ co~na~e cha,nge in the history of the 
Mint. 

I believe this revolutionary design change honoring an anniversary of American 
independence will let the public know the Spirit of '76 is alive and well at their 
friendly neighborhood bank. I hope when you see these coins they will inspire you to 
give them the warm, innovative introduction to the public they deserve. 

Attached is an information sheet you may wish to duplicate and give to your 
tellers. It should be helpful in answering questions they most likely will be asked 
by your cusromers. 

Thank you for whatever you can do to help make our Bicentennial a noteworthy 
celebration. 

Sincerely, 

I 
Attachment 

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



TELLER'S FACT SHEET ON BICENTENNIAL COINS 

Your· customers may be asking you ••••• 

What are the Bicentennial coins? 

In honor of our Nation's Bicentennial the designs on the reverse sides (backs) of the 
dollar, half dollar and quarter are being changed. In addition, each coin bears the double 
date "1776-1976." This change was authorized by Congress in the Act of October 18, 1973. 

What do the new designs look like? 

The dollar reverse shows the Liberty Bell and the moon. The reverse of the half 
dollar depicts Independence Hall. The back of the quarter pictures a Colonial drliiiiiiier. 
The designs were chosen from those submitted in a national competition. 

Are the obverse sides (front) the same as they were? 

Yes, except for the change in date to "1776-1976," the obverse or "heads" sides have 
remained the same. Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy and ~ashington contin~e to be honored 
on the dollar, half dollar and quarter, respectively. 

Bow and when can I get some of these new coins? 

Bicentennial half dollars are to be released beginning July 7, 1975. These are to be 
followed by the quarters and dollars later in the year. The coins are being issued to the 
public only through commercial banks. 

How long will these new coins be available? 

The coins will be released by the Federal Reserve to commercial banks constantly 
throughout the Bicentennial period, at least through 1976. After that time, the coins must 
again bear the date of coinage. The coins may continue to bear the Bicentennial designs at 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Are they different in any other way from regular coins? 

The coins are the same size, shape, weight and metallic composition as the 1974 coins. 

Can I get 1975-dated dollars, half dollars and quarters? 
' 

No 1975-dated dollars, half dollars or quarters will be produced by the Mint. 

What can you tell me about the special silver sets of these Bicentennial coins? 

The special sets of these three coins are available in 40% silver in "proof" ($12.00) 
and "uncirculated" ($9.00) quality. Each set contains one each of the three coins, hand­
somely packaged. For more information, customers may write: 

Bureau of the Mint 
55 Mint Street 
San Francisco, CA 96175 

Where can I get more information about the new Bicentennial coins for circulation? 

All inquiries should be addressed to: 

Department of the Treasury 
Bureau of the Mint 
Off ice of Public Services 
Washington, DC 20220 

Telephone Number: (202) 964-5011 

or (202) 964-2389 June 1975 



IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 21, 1975 

TREASURY PREPARES FOR THE BICENTENNIAL 
AND THE NEW KENNEDY HALF DOLLAR 

In plenty of time for the expected rush of bicentennial visitors. 
an expanded museum display and sales area opens on Tuesday, May 27, 
1975, in the Exhibit Hall of the main Treasury Building, Mrs. Mary 
Brooks, Director of the Mint, announced today. 

The Mint's sales area offers the public the opportunity to buy 
national medals over-the-counter and to see the new bicentennial coins 
that will be in circulation before the end of the year. 

The backs of three coins - - the quarter, half and dollar - - have 
been changed in celebration of the nation 1s 200th birthday. And the first 
of these coins -- the half dollar -- is scheduled for release to the public 
through commercial banks and the Treasury's Cash Room beginning 
July 7, 1975. The quarter and dollar are scheduled for release before 
the ·end of the year. · 

The Treasury Department is a national landmark building and its 
location across the street from the White House attracts an ever 
increasing number of visitors. The Exhibit Hall is open to the public 
from 9:30 a. m. to 3:30 p. m. Tuesdays through Fridays and from 10 a. m. 
to 2 p. m. on Saturdays. 

-oOo 



IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 10, 1975 

FIRST STRIKES CELEBRATE THE BICENTENNIAL 

The first production strikes of the three 40% silver bicentennial 
coins are scheduled to begin on April 23, 1975, at the San Francisco 
Assay Office, San Francisco, California, Mrs. Mary Brooks, Director 
of the Mint, announced today. 

The newly designed coins represent the most important coinage 
change to occur since the founding of our government and mark the first 
time designs on circulating coins are being changed in honor of an 
anniversary of American Independence. 

A colonial drummer, Independence Hall and a combination Liberty 
Bell and moon are the three designs chosen in a national competition to 
appear on the backs of the quarter, half dollar and dollar, respectively. 
The double date, 1776-1976, is to appear on the front of the coins. 

The circulating coins will be released to the public by the Federal 
Reserve System through commercial banks beginning July 7~ 1975. 
These coins are being produced at the Philadelphia and Denver Mints. 

The silver proof and uncirculated specimens of the bicentennial coins 
will be struck at the San Francisco Assay Office and are available by mail 
order. The first mailing of the special silver sets already ordered also 
starts July 7. 1975. 

In anticipation of unusual demand for quality mementoes of our 200th 
anniversary, Congress directed the Mint to strike 45 million silver 
specimens of the bicentennial coins for sale to the public. 

Recognizing the historical significance of the new designs, the Mint 
is making these special coins available by mail order anytime through 
July 4, 1976, and has lifted the limitation on the number of sets that may 
be ordered. 

more 
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The introduction of a new automated system for the production of 
proof coins made possible a reduction in the price of the silver proof 
sets. The three piece silver bicentennial proof sets are now available 
at $12. 00 each. The three piece bicentennial uncirculated sets are 
$9. 00 each. Please address all new, and additional, orders to: 

Bureau of the Mint 
55 Mint Street 
San Francisco, California 94175 

-oOo-

REPRESENTATIVES OF FEDERAL, CALIFORNIA STATE 
AND SAN FRANCISCO BICENTENNIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
HA VE BEEN INVITED TO THE FIRST PRODUCTION STRIKE 
CEREMONY. PRESS COVERAGE IS WELCOME AT 10:30 A. M., 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1975, SAN FRANCISCO ASSAY OFFICE, 
155 HERMANN STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREA~URY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 

PROOF AND UNCIRCUIATED COIN PRODUCTION 

Proof Corns - These are pieces made from carefully selected 
blanks that have been highly polished before being fed to the 
presses. The dies, made solely for this purpose, are also highly 
polished and are buffed during use. 

The press strikes each proof com blank twice and the f:fnished 
coin has an alrrost flawless mirror surface. They are prized for 
their gem-like quality. 

last spring, an Automatic Proof Com Handling System was 
:introduced to automate the feed:fng of blanks to a proof com press 
and place the finished com into a color coded com tray providing 
faster :inspection of the f:fnished product. Minimal handling results 
:in few rejects due to accidental scratching. The prototype system 
is presently operational to handle dollar coins at the rate of 22 
corns per minute and will be further developed to handle 25 and 50 
cent pieces. Currently, it is be:fng used conjunction with the 
manually operated presses that require the operators to hand feed 
the presses and singly :inspect each double struck com. 

Uncirculated Coins - These are pieces minted on high-speed 
presses and run through count:fng mach:fnes. No attempt is made to 
impart a special finish. Each coin is struck only once. The 
Treasury camot guarantee that these coins will be entirely free 
from blemishes. 



EM BA HGOED: NOT FOR USE 
lTNTTL :30 A. 1\1 •• EDT. 
MARCH 7, 1974 

March 6, 1974 

NEW BICENTENNlA L COfN DESIGN WINNERS 

A Colonial drummer boy, Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell 
overlapping the moon are the Bicentennial reverse coin designs chosen 
to appear on the quarter dollar, half dollar and dollar, respectively, 
Secretary of the Treasury, George P. Shultz and Mrs. Mary Brooks, 
Director of the Mint, announced today. The double date 1776-1976 will 
appear on the front of each coin. 

The three new coin designs were the winning entries submitted in 
the National Bicentennial Coin Design Competition for the reverses of the 
dollar, half ciollar and quarter dollar. The Treasury Department is 
awarding $5, 000 to each of the winning designers and his initials will be 
incorporated in his design at the time the final coinage models are prepared. 

Jack L. Ahr, 1802 South Highland, Arlington Heights, Illinois, 
designed the Colonial drummer boy that will appear on the back of the quarter. 
He is the proprietor of Jack Ahr Design and Sales specializing in the design 
of custom products. 

Seth G. Huntington, 4153 Aldrich Avenue South, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. is the designer of Independence Hall that will appear on the 
half dollar reverse. He heads the Custom Art Department of Brown and 
Bigelow in "'.\Iinneapolis and is the winner of numerous citations and awards 
for his art. 

Dennis R. Williams, 880 East Broad Street, Columbus. Ohio, designed 
the Liberty Bell extending over the moon that was selected for the back of 
the dollar coin. He is a 22 year old student majoring in sculpture at the 
Columbus College of Art and Design. He was assigned the problem of coin 
design by his sculpture instructor. 

The new designs emblematic of the Bicentennial of the American 
Revolution will appear on the three coins issued for circulation as provided 

more 
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for in Public Law 93-127. In addition, the law provides for the issuance 
of at least 45 million silver clad proof and uncirculated specimens of the 
new coins to be minted for issuance on or after July 4, 1975, and sold at 
a price to be determined by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Mint will announce the price and ordering dates for the special 
silver clad Bicentennial coins at a later date. Persons wishing to be placed 
on the Mint's mailing list to receive ordering information at the appropriate 
time should write: The Bureau of the Mint, 55 Mint Street, San Francisco, 
California 94175. 

-oOo-



BIOGRAPHIES OF THE DESIGNERS FOR THE BICENTENNIAL COINS 

On March 6, 1974, the Secretary of the Treasury and Director of 

the Mint made the final selections of the three winning designs resulting 

from the National Bicentennial Coin Design Competition for the reverses 

of the dollar, half dollar and quarter. The Treasury Department awarded 

$5, 000 to each of the winning designers. 

JACK L. AHR, 1802 South Highland Avenue,, Arlington Heights, 
. . I . 

Illinois 60005, designed the colonial drummer boy selected to appear on 

the reverse of the quarter. 

Mr. Ahr opened his own company, Jack Ahr Design and Sales in 

Arlington Heights, twc;> years ago. The company specializes in the 

design of custom products,, such as sales and employee incentives awards. 

For 16 years prior to opening his own business, he was employed as an 

artist, art director and director of creative services for companies serving 

the high school, college and industrial markets, designing such items as class 

rings, medals, pins, special awards and commemorative medallions. 

He studied art for two years at the Bowling Green State University, 

Bowling Green. Ohio, and continued his art studies at the John Herron 

Institute of Art, Indianapolis, Indiana and the American Academy of Art, 

Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. Ahr served two years in the U. S. Army stationed at Fort 

Knox, Kentucky. Born June 23, 1931,, at Cincinnati, Ohio, he is married 

and the father of five children. 
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SETH G. HUNTINGTON'S design of Independence Hall was selected 

to appear on the reverse of the half dollar. Mr. Huntington resides at 

4153 Aldrich Avenue South. Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409. 

Currently he is manager and art director of the Custom Art Depart­

ment of Brown and Bigelow, the largest calendar and advertising specialty 

house in the world. He is a graduate of Minneapolis College of Art and 

Design and served on the faculty of the St. Paul Arts and Science Center. 

His experience as an artist and designer has been in corporate design, 

educational materials. book illustrations and advertising and display. He 

has received numerous citations and awards including two n Printing 

Industries of America" annual graphic arts awards. He has exhibited as 

a potter and sculptor and specializes in small highly detailed pieces sculpt 

in wax and cast in sterling through the lost wax process. 

Born February 12, 1930, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he is married, 

the father of eight children and he has two grandchildren. 

DENNIS R. WILLIAMS, whose design of the Liberty Bell and moon 

has been chosen for the back of the dollar coin, is a student. 

He is 21 years old and in his junior year at the Columbus College of 

Art and Design in Columbus, Ohio, majoring in sculpture. His sculpture 

instructor assigned him the National Bicentennial Coin Design Competition 

as a design problem. 

Mr. Williams was born in Erie. Pennsylvania, October 26, 1952, but 

resides at 880 East Broad Street in Columbus while attending school. He 

says he would eventually like to teach sculpture at the college level and plans 

to use his $5. 000 award to continue his education. 



57 STAT. 456 

Numismatio 
i t ems, dis­
tributi on. 

Public Law 93-12.7 
93rd Congress, S. 1141 

October 18, 1973 

£In £Irt 
To proddt> a Ill'\\' t·oinag"t' tlt•sig:n u u d daft• t•uil1lt-111atit- of Iii.- Bin•uft•nuial of 

tl1t• .\111t•ril'a11 Ht•rol11ti11n for dollars. half dollars. ancl 1piarfpr dollars, to 
aurlinr izt• tilt • is.s11HlH't ' of ~pt•t·ial .siln•r t•oi11:" t·1111111u ·1Ho r a ti11g: flit• Bh-t•nfl'nllial 
o( tilt• .\111t•rit'llll Ht•\' olutin11 , anti for o!llt'r purpust•.s. 

It< it 0 11 11 ·/t'<I /Jy f/,, · ... ;,·1111/t' t11//! f!,,,,." . u/ !1'1 ·; 1 1 ·1·s1 · 1it11fi1•1"~ of !111' 
l'11 i f<d S f,1 f1 ·s of . l111<rin1 i11 f 'tn11111"'" "·'·" ·111/1/nl, That th1• n·n·1·sp 
sidl' of all dollar. half dollar, an"! q11art1·r-dollar l'oins 111i11t1'<l for 
i,.;,.;11:1111·<' n11 or aft1•r .1111\' I, l!lj;,, and 1111til such t1111l' as tl11· S1•1'J'l'tarv 
nf tit" Tn•asury 111ay .i,•tpr111i11l', shall l1Par a 1lt-sig11 d1·1t·n11i111•d i.:v 
thl' St'<'l'l'!:tl'\' to h1• 1•111hh•111:1ti1· of th1• lli1·1•11tl'11111al of 1111· .\1111•n1·a11 
l\1•n1l11ti1111. · 

s ... ,._ :l .. \II dnllar, half-dollar, and qnartl'r -dnllar 1·oi11s 111i1itl'd for 
iss11a11t·1• hl'111·1·l'11 .1111\· ·!. l!lj;,, a11d ,Ja1111:1r\' I, 1!17i, shall h1•ar 
"177ti l !lj\i" in li1•11 ot"tl11• dat1• of l'oi11ag1•; a111i all dollar, half-dollar, 
a11d qu:irlt•r-dollar coins 111111tl'd thl'n'aft1•r 1111til sul'h li1111· as th1• 

Alllt! l' l t'.Hll 

Hr vn l t tl. i ori 

Jl1i ·011 1 f:\ lltlttll . 

Co i lil t / 1• dt• :; t f.n 
:ind d:1t.e 

~·mlil e111nt ic . 

S1'<Td:1ry of tla• Tn·asun· may dl'lt'r111i111• shall hl'ar a dat" l'lllhl<'111atil'/,...-~-1 -"", -,"";·i,...·A'""'J-. • --,4-~-0 
0 f t 111· ll i1·1•11t 1•n 11 ia I i II ad.lit io11 tot hl' d :1 tl' 0 r 1 · oi11ag1:-· ~----:----;--.,-""7'"'' 

Si...-.:\. l ' ntil th1• S1•1-r1•tan· of tl11· Tn•asun· 1IPl<'l'lltinl's that tl11• 
1ui11h llf till' l'nitt•d Stat1•s :1{·1· ad1•q11atl' for th;. produdion of :llllJ'll' 
suppli1•s 1if 1·oins and n11·dab, any fa1·ility of th1• llun•au of thl' :\lint 
may "" llst'd for till' 111:1n11f:td11rp a11d stora~1· of 1111·dals and eoins. 

ti I ~i'l' AT . 4 'J~i 

SF,·. -!. \'otwithstan.Jing any oth1•r 111·1n·is10n of law with n·spl'd 
to th1• d1•sig11of1·oin,.;, tit!' St'lTl'lary shall ntillt prior to .July-!. w7;,_ 
for iss11au.-1• <lll and aft1•r such datl', 4;, million siln•r-clad alloy coins 
a11tlwri z1·d u1111"r sl'\'lio11 !Ol(a) of tit!' ('oinagl' .\d of ]!)ti;-,, 1•0111-
lll1'111or:lling- tht' llin•nll'nni:il of till' .\111P1il'an ((pyoJ11tion, of f;lll'h 
d .-sig-11. in su.-11 dl'n1>111i11:1t io11, and 1·011taining snl'h 1p1:1ntitil's of s1wh 
11thl'r llll'lab as h1• dt'tt'r111in1•s appropri:1t1'. In add ition, th1• SPtTl'tar_y 
sh:ill .-nin :1n1l iss111• not mor1' than au add it io11al 1;1 111illiou such <'Oius. 
if 111• d1'tl'rn1 i11t's s111·h .-oins art' m•Pdl'd to n11•1'1 p11l1lil' dt·mand. ( 'oins 
111im1•d 1111d1•r this "'"·lion may only h1• distril111lt'< l hy !hi' St•t-rPlary 
:ts pnH>f or 11n1·ir1·11latl'tl t'o in::; at ,.;11l'h pri1·p,- a:-; h1• may dl'tl'rr11i111'. 
Thl' ~1'1'1'l't :1n· is a11th1ll·iz1•d. II\· l'<':.!:llhtion, to li111it th1· n11111h1•r o f 
"iln·r ,.,, ins {11 itl!t'd unoll'r th !,· s1'l· tio11 wh i1 ·h any lllll' pt•rson may 
p11r1·ha:<1'. l 'oin,- 111i11tl'd 1111dl' r this ,w.-ti.111 shall 111· tn·atl'd as piect's 
"uhjl'1't to t hl' <lilt' h11ndn•d and fi fty n .illion pi1·1·1• li111itafrlll nmtainl'd 
in >"<'1·.;,lJl lll l (d) of tht> l 'o in:tgl' .\d of l! l ti;1, and :-;hall lw suh,jt>l't. 
to :Such limitation. H1•ceipts from th1· salt• of coins und1•r thi~ section 
:;hall b1• l'Ol'l'red into thl' Trl'a~ury as miscelh1111•011s receipts. 

.5Ec. j_ In eonnection with the operations of the Bnn•au of the 
)lint, the Seeretary of the Treasury is nuthorizl•d to ma1111fnct11re 
and distribute nu1111smntic items. Proceeds from thl' sail' of nu1nismatic 
items shall be reimbursed to the current appropriation for the cost 
of manufactming and handling of sueh items. 

Approved October 18, 1973. 
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August 12 1 1975 

Dear Pault 

llave you enlisted the author of this 
letter as a Californian for Ford? I 
aa Gura he would be a valuable ~ecruit. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN 
Counsellor to the President 

Mr. Paul R. Ilaerle 
2 Embarcadero Center, #2200 
San Francisco, Colif ornia 94111 

RTH:nm 



AYLETT B. COTTON 
ALCOA BUILDING 

ONE MARITIME PLAZA 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111 

July 28, 1975 

Mr. Robert T. Hartmann 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Bob: 

Thank you for your letter concerning my 

suggestion about the coins for the Bicentennial. 

I am sorry that I missed you at the Bohem-

ian Grove. I stopped by Dragons to say hello, 

but you had unfortunately already left. 

Best wishes. The President is doing a 

great job. 

Sincez::fly, 

ABC:mab 



BICENTENNIAL COINS 

COTTON, AYLETT Bo 

July 10, 1975 

Dear M.r. Cotton: 

The President waa pleased to get your lotter Guggesting 
a chan6e in the coinage and asked oe to look into it. 
Alas, I learned that the U. s. Mint had aleeady embarked 
on an ambitious program of changing our larger coins to 
co~memorate the Bicentennial. Therefore, we will have 
to settle for the Liberty Bell, Independence Dall and 
the Patriot Drummer Boy instead of Lady Liberty. 

However , the President will be ha~ing a lot to aay about 
liberty betwe n now and th next Fourth of July and I 
am sure you have noted this theme has already begun. I 
had the honor of a small part in drafting the enclosed 
Presidential statement. 

I am hoping to get out to the Bohemian Grove next week 
and I am wondering if I will oee you there, along vith 
a lot of my Stanford friends. 

Kind personal regards. 

dr. Aylett n. Cotton 
Alcoa Building 
Oue Maritime Plnza 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN 
Counsellor to the President 

San Francisco, California 94111 

RTH:nm 

(Orig o correspondence sent to Central Files) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Independence Day, 1975. 

As we begin the ZOOth year of our independence as a Nation, we the 
people of the United States still enjoy the blessings of liberty as we 
continue to build a more perfect union for ourselves and our posterity. 
The great goals of America are never fully gained; the future of Am.erica 
is always brighter than its glorious past; the destiny of Am.erica de:mands 
the best of each succeeding generation, as it does of us today. 

Our Nation's first century saw the firm establishment of a free system 
of government on this continent, from Atlantic to Pacific. Our first 
century produced political institutiona responsible to the people, and 
confirmed at tragic cost the proposition._th.at .all An;iericans are created 
equal. 

Our Nation's second century, now ending, saw the development _of a 
strong economic society in the free climate which our political institu­
tions sustained. Our second century transformed an underdeveloped 
country into the mightiest and most productive nation in human history, 
with ever more widespread sharing of economic gains and of responsi­
bility for the less fortunate of our ·neighbors. 

I see the great challenge of our third century as the advancement of indi­
vidual independence in this "sweet land of liberty. 11 We must devise safe­
guards- ror-··i:h; sacred identity of each and every Am.erican, to protect 
personal freedom and individuality from the daily pre.ssures of conformity 
whether they come from massive govermnent, massive management and· 
labor, massive education or massive communications. Every citizen in 
our third century of freedom as a Nation must have the personal freedom. 
to fulfill his or her. potential in life, liberty and the p~rsuit of happiness. 

Many years ago, a Sunday school teacher taught me that the beauty of 
Joseph's coat was its many colors. And the beauty of. Am.erica is it.s 
many indivit\uals, each of us a little different from the otlier. Freedom 
for eve~yone who respects ~e freedom of others is the great goal which 
I see and commend to my countrymen for the third century of American 
Independence. Freedom is what .the Fourth of July is all about. . 
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' 
'lhe new bicentennial coins, dated 1776-1976. wasb:ington, 

Kennedy and Eisenh.a..ier retain on the front of the coins; it's the 

backs that have been changed in celebration of the nation's 200th 

birthday. Olesen in a national coir .. : design canpeti tion (left to right)., 

the colonial drunner on the quarter was designed by Jack L. Ahr of 

Arlington Heigh~, Ill. , Independence Hall on the half dollar is the 

, woJ:X of Seth G. Huntington of Minneapolis, Minn. and sculpture-student 

Dermis R. Williams of Colunbus, Ohio, designed the m::on and Liberty 

Bell on the dollar reverse. 

, 



AYLETT B. COTTON 
ALCOA BUILDING 

ONE MARITIME PLAZA 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111 

April 16, 1975 

Mr. Robert Hartman 
The White House 
Washington, n.c. 20500 

Dear Mr. Hartman: 

~ 
You may recall that I had the pleasure 

of sitting next to you at dinner in San Fran­
cisco about three weeks before the President 
was elevated to his present office, and we dis­
cussed old times at Stanford, where I was in 
the Class of 1935. 

I am imposing on you by sending the 
enclosed letter which I have written to the 
President. If you think the idea has merit, 
I would appreciate your passing it on. 

The President is doing a splendid job. 
Congratulations to all of you. 

Enclosure 

ABC/mab 
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AYLETT B. COTTON 
ALCOA SUILOING 

ONE M.t.RJTIME PLAZA 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111 

April 16, 1975 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Re: Liberty on the Coinage 

For the first 100 years of our country, 
the figure of Liberty appeared on the front 
of all of our coins. 

Near the end of the last century, the head 
of an Indian appeared on pennies and nickels. 
Abraham Lincoln's profile subsequently replaced 
the Indian on the penny. Within my memory, 
George Washington took over the quarter, fol­
lowed by Jefferson on the nickel, FDR on the 
dime, Kennedy on the half dollar, and Ike on 
the dollar, making the ouster of Liberty com­
plete in favor of men. By something less than 
a coincidence, the Republicans on the coins 
got there during the Republican administrations 
and Democrats during Democratic administrations. 

I think there is something symbolic in 
the replacing of the figure of Liberty on our 
coins by the figures of those six Presidents. 

As the Bicentennial year approaches, I 
suggest that it would be a fitting rededica­
tion of our country to the ideal of Liberty 
to strike new coins with Liberty again on all 
of them. There are some very beautiful figures 
of Liberty on many of the coins previously 
issued by the United States. Various of these 
could be used. This would be a bi-partisan 
move and it would not be a repudiation of the 
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six Presidents who now appear on the coins, but 
rather a recognition that the dedication of our 
people is to the ideal of Liberty, rather than 
to the memory of individual men, however great . 
they may have been in the history of our country. 

I hope that you approve of this idea. Keep 
up the fine work that you are doing in your job. 

ABC/mab 




