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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
‘ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

OFFICE OF
DIRECTOR OF THE MINT June 9’ 1975

Dear Sir:
Do you know about the big change in your small change?

If not, you soon will -- because those famous faces of Eisenhower, Kennedy and
Washington now have a new date -- 1776-1976 -~ and new backs in celebration of our
Nation's 200th birthday.

On July 7, or soon after, you will receive the first of the Bicentennial coins ==
the half dollar -~ to release to the public. And before the end of the year, the
Federal Reserve System will have distributed ample supplies of all three circulating

coins to the Nation's financial institutions.

Then, when you flip a quarter and it comes up tails, you are going to see a
Colonial drummer; Independence Hall will greet you on the half dollar; the moon and
Liberty Bell on the dollar. The three new reverse designs chosen to appear on these
historic coins were selected in a national design competition that drew close to
1,000 entries.

Initially, there may be a run on the coins by collectors and the general public.
Rest assured, however, that sufficient quantities of 1974 quarters, halves and dollars
are on hand to meet any emergency, and production of the Bicentennial coins has been
increased in anticipation of unusual demand.

To me, these coins —- like all our coins -- are symbols of our Nation's 200 years
of freedom. They are small pileces of our historical and cultural heritage -- passing
from hand-to~hand and linking us to the cherished ideals of our forefathers. LIBERTY
was the rallying cry of the American Revolution -~ and LIBERTY has been so proclaimed
and inscribed on each and every coin since the creation of the U.S. Mint in 1792.

Launching a national coinage was a big step forward in the formation of our young
Nation. We are now launching the most significant coinage change in the history of the
Mint.

I believe this revolutionary design change honoring an anniversary of American
independence will let the public know the Spirit of '76 is alive and well at their
friendly neighborhood bank. I hope when you see these coins they will inspire you to
give them the warm, innovative introduction to the public they deserve.

Attached is an information sheet you may wish to duplicate and give to your
tellers. It should be helpful in answering questions they most likely will be asked
by your customers.

Thank you for whatever you can do to help make our Bicentennial a noteworthy

celebration.
Sincerely, g [

Mary Brooks
Director of fAhe Mint

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds

Aftachment



TELLER'S FACT SHEET ON BICENTENNIAL COINS

Your customers may be asking you.....

What are the Bicentennial coins?

In honor of our Nation's Bicentennial the designs on the reverse gides (backs) of the
dollar, half dollar and quarter are being changed. In addition, each coin bears the double
date "1776~1976." This change was authorized by Congress in the Act of October 18, 1973.

What do_the new designs look 1like?

The dollar reverse shows the Liberty Bell and the moon. The reverse of the half
dollar depicts Independence Hall. The back of the quarter pictures a Colonial drummer.
The designs were chosen from those submitted in a national competition.

Are the obverse sides (front) the same as they were?

Yes, except for the change in date to "1776-1976," the obverse or "heads" sides have
remained the same. Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy and Washington continue to be honored
on the dollar, half dollar and quarter, respectively.

How and when can I get some of these new coins?

Bicentennial half dollars are to be released beginning July 7, 1975, These are to be
followed by the quarters and dollars later in the year. The coins are being issued to the
public only through commercial banks.

How long will these new coins be available?

The coins will be released by the Federal Reserve to commercial banks constantly
throughout the Bicentennial period, at least through 1976, After that time, the coins must
again bear the date of coinage. The coins may continue to bear the Bicentennial designs at
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury.

Are they different in any other way from regular coins?

The coins are the same size, shape, weight and metallic composition as the 1974 coins.

Can I get 1975-dated dollars, half dollars and quarters?

No 1975-dated dollars, half dollars or quarters will be produced by the Mint.

What can you tell me about the special silver sets of these Bicentennial coins?

The special sets of these three coins are available in 40% silver in "proof” ($12.00)
- and "uncirculated” ($9.00) quality. Each set contains one each of the three coins, hand-
somely packaged. For more information, customers may write:

Bureau of the Mint

55 Mint Street

San Francisco, CA 96175

Where can I get more information about the new Bicentennial coins for circulation?

All inquiries should be addressed to:

Department of the Tressury

Bureau of the Mint Telephone Number: (202) 964-5011

Office of Public Services

Washington, DC 20220 or (202) 964-2389 June 1975



’Th"e Departmentof theTREASURY |

IMMEDIATE RELEASE May 21, 1975

TREASURY PREPARES FOR THE BICENTENNIAL
AND THE NEW KENNEDY HALF DOLILAR

In plenty of time for the expected rush of bicentennial visitors,
an expanded museum display and sales area opens on Tuesday, May 27,
1975, in the Exhibit Hall of the main Treasury Building, Mrs. Mary
Brooks, Director of the Mint, announced today.

The Mint's sales area offers the public the opportunity to buy
national medals over-the-counter and to see the new bicentennial coins
that will be in circulation before the end of the year.

The backs of three coins -- the quarter, half and dollar -- have
been changed in celebration of the nation's 200th birthday. And the first
of these coins -- the half dollar -- is scheduled for release to the public
through commercial banks and the Treasury's Cash Room beginning
July 7, 1975. The quarter and dollar are scheduled for release before
the end of the year. '

The Treasury Department is a national landmark building and its
location across the street from the White House attracts an ever
increasing number of visitors. The Exhibit Hall is open to the public
from 9:30 a. m. to 3:30 p.m., Tuesdays through Fridays and from 10 a.m.
to.2 p. m. on Saturdays.

-000-



TheDeparimentof the TREASURY

IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 10, 1975

FIRST STRIKES CELEBRATE THE BICENTENNIAL

The first production strikes of the three 40% silver bicentennial
coins are scheduled to begin on April 23, 1975, at the San Francisco
Assay Office, San Francisco, California, Mrs. Mary Brooks, Director
of the Mint, announced today.

The newly designed coins represent the most important coinage
change to occur since the founding of our government and mark the first
time designs on circulating coins are being changed in honor of an
anniversary of American Independence.

A colonial drummer, Independence Hall and a combination Liberty
Bell and moon are the three designs chosen in a national competition to
appear on the backs of the gquarter, half dollar and dollar, respectively.
The double date, 1776-~1976, is to appear on the front of the coins.

The circulating coins will be released to the public by the Federal
Reserve System through commercial banks beginning July 7, 1975.
These coins are being produced at the Philadelphia and Denver Mints.

The silver proof and uncirculated specimens of the bicentennial coins
will be struck at the San Francisco Assay Office and are available by mail
order. The first mailing of the special silver sets already ordered also
starts July 7, 1975.

In anticipation of unusual demand for quality mementoes of our 200th
anniversary, Congress directed the Mint to strike 45 million silver
specimens of the bicentennial coins for sale to the public.

Recognizing the historical significance of the new designs, the Mint
is making these special coins available by mail order anytime through
July 4, 1976, and has lifted the limitation on the number of sets that may

be ordered,

more
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The introduction of a new automated system for the production of
proof coins made possible a reduction in the price of the silver proof
sets. The three piece silver bicentennial proof sets are now available
at $12.00 each. The three piece bicentennial uncirculated sets are
$9. 00 each. Please address all new, and additional, orders to:

Bureau of the Mint
55 Mint Street
San Francisco, California 94175

-00o0-

REPRESENTATIVES OF FEDERAL, CALIFORNIA STATE

AND SAN FRANCISCO BICENTENNIAL ORGANIZATIONS

HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THE FIRST PRODUCTION STRIKE
CEREMONY. PRESS COVERAGE IS WELCOME AT 10:30 A, M.,
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1975, SAN FRANCISCO ASSAY OFFICE,
155 HERMANN STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.



THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

BM 2
(6/75)

PROOF AND UNCIRCULATED COIN PRODUCTION

Proof Coins - These are pieces made from carefully selected
blanks that have been highly polished before being fed to the
presses. The dies, made solely for this purpose, are also highly
polished and are buffed during use.

" The press strikes each proof coin blank twice and the finished
coin has an almost flawless mirror surface. They are prized for
their gem-like quality.

Last spring, an Automatic Proof Coin Handling System was
introduced to automate the feeding of blanks to a proof coin press
and place the finished coin into a color coded coin tray providing
faster inspection of the finished product. Minimal handling results
in few rejects due to accidental scratching. The prototype system
is presently operational to handle dollar coins at the rate of 22
coins per minute and will be further developed to handle 25 and 50
cent pieces. Currently, it is being used in conjunction with the
manually operated presses that require the operators to hand feed
the presses and singly Iinspect each double struck coin.

Uncirculated Coins - These are pieces minted on high-speed
presses and run through counting machines. No attermpt is made to
impart a special finish. FEach coin is struck only once. The
Treasury camnot guarantee that these coins will be entirely free
from blemishes.




EMBARGOID: NOT FOR USI] March 6, 1974

UNTII. 8:30 A, M., 19DT,
MARCIH 7, 1974

NEW BICENTENNIAT, COIN DESIGN WINNIEIRS

A Colonial drummer boy, [ndependence l{all and the I.iberty Bell
overlapping the moon are the Bicentennial reverse coin designs chosen
to appear on the quarter dollar, half dollar and dollar, respectively,
Secretary of the Treasury, George PP. Shultz and Mrs. Mary Brooks,
Director of the Mint, announced today. The double date 1776-1976 will
appear on the front of each coin.

The three new coin designs were the winning entries submitted in
the National Bicentennial Coin Design Competition for the reverses of the
dollar, half dollar and quarter dollar. The Treasury Department is
awarding $5, 000 to each of the winning designers and his initials will be
incorporated in his design at the time the final coinage models are prepared.

Jack L.. Ahr, 1802 South Highland, Arlington Heights, Illinois,
designed the Colonial drummer boy that will appear on the back of the quarter.
He is the proprietor of Jack Ahr Design and Sales specializing in the design
of custom products.

Seth G. Huntington, 4153 Aldrich Avenue South, Minneapolis,
Minnesota, is the designer of Independence Hall that will appear on the
half dollar reverse. He heads the Custom Art Department of Brown and
Bigelow in Minneapolis and is the winner of numerous citations and awards
for his art.

Dennis R. Williams, 880 FEast Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio, designed
the Liberty Bell extending over the moon that was selected for the back of
the dollar coin. He is a 22 year old student majoring in sculpture at the
Columbus College of Art and Design. He was assigned the problem of coin
design by his sculpture instructor.

The new designs emblematic of the Bicentennial of the American
Revolution will appear on the three coins issued for circulation as provided

more
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for in Public T.aw 93-127. In addition, the law provides for the issuance
of at least 45 million silver clad proof and uncirculated specimens of the
new coins to be minted for issuance on or after July 4, 1975, and sold at
a price to be determined by the Secretary of the Treasury.

The Mint will announce the price and ordering dates for the special
silver clad Bicentennial coins at a later date. Persons wishing to be placed
on the Mint's mailing list to receive ordering information at the appropriate
time should write: The Bureau of the Mint, 55 Mint Street, San Francisco,
California 94175,

-o0o-



BIOGRAPHIES OF THE DESIGNERS FOR THE BICENTENNIAL COINS

On March 6, 1974, the Secretary of the Treasury and Director of
the Mint made the final selections of the three winr’iing/designs fesulting
from the National Bicenténriial Coin Désigﬁ Compétition fof the reverses
of the dollar, half dollar and quarter. The 'I‘feasury Department awarded
$5, 000 to each of the winning de‘Si'gnerrs.ﬁ | H | .

JACK L. AHR, 1802 South Highland Avenue, Arlington Heights,
Nlinois 60005, designed the colonial drummer boy selected to appear on
the reverse of the quarter, | |

Mr. Ahr opened his own compan‘y,z Jack Ahr :DeSign and Sales m
Arlington Heights, twg)kyears ago. The cémpany specializes in the
design of custom products, such as sales and emlﬁloyee incentives awards.
For 16 years prior to opening his cwﬁ bﬁs:i’ri’éss, he was erripi&yed as an
artist; art director and directdr of créative éefvices for com;ianies serving
the high school, college and induétrial markéts; designing such items as class
ringé, medais, pins, special awards and éomm‘erknorative medallions.

He studied art for two’years at the ‘l)Bowlinyg Green State University,
Bowling Green, Ohio, and continuexd.his art studies at thé John Herron
Institute of Art, Indianapolis, Indiana and the American Acédemy of Art,
thicago, I1linois. |

Mr. Ahr served two yeérs in the U. S. Army sfationed at Fort
Knox, Kentucky. Born June 23, 1931, Aat Cincinnati, Oﬁio, he is married

and the father of five children,
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SETH G. HUNTINGTON'S design of Independence Hall was selected
to appear on the reverse of the half dollar, Mr. Huntington resides at
4153 Aldrich Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409.

Currently he is manager and art director of the Custom Art Depart-
ment of Brown and Bigelow, the largest calendar and advertising specialty
house in the world, He is a graduate of Minneapolis College of Art and
Design and served on the faculty of the St. Paul Arts and Science Center.

His experience as an artist and designer has been in corporate design,
educational materials, book illustrations and advertising and display. He
has received numerous citations and awards including two "Printing
Industries of America' annual graphic arts awards. He has exhibited as
a potter and‘sculptor. gnd specializ es in small highly detailed pieces sculpt
in wax and cast in s\terﬂling through the lost wax process.

Born February 12, 1930, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he is married,

the father of eight children and he has two grandchildren.

DENNIS R. WILLIAMS, whose design of the Liberty Bell and moon
has been chosen for the back éf the dollar coin, is a student.

He is 21 years old and in his junior year at the Columbus College of
Art and Design in Columbus, Ohio, majoring in sculpture. His sculpture
instructor assigned him the National Bicentennial Coin Design Competition

as a design problem.

Mr. Williams was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, October 26, 1952, but
resides at 880 East Broad Street in Columbus while attending school. He
says he would eventually like to teach sculpture at the college level and plans

to use his $5, 000 award to continue his education.












AYLETT B. COTTON
ALCOA BUILDING
ONE MARITIME PLAZA

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94IjI

July 28, 1975

Mr. Robert T. Hartmann
Counsellor to the President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Bob:
Thank you for your letter concerning my
suggestion about the coins for the Bicentennial.
I am sorry that I missed you at the Bohem-
ian Grove. I stopped by Dragons to say hello,
but you had unfortunately already left.
Best wishes. The President is doing a

great job.

Sinceggly,
j/
e%éé%f;ﬂ

ABC:mab






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Independence Day, 1975

As we begin the 200th year of our independence as a Nation, we the
people of the United States still enjoy the blessings of liberty as we
continue to build a more perfect union for ourselves and our posterity.
The great goals of America are never fully gained; the future of America
is always brighter than its glorious past; the destiny of America demands
the best of each succeeding generation, as it does of us today.

Our Nation's first century saw the firm establishment of a free system
of government on this continent, from Atlantic to Pacific. Our first
century produced political institutions responsible to the people, and
- confirmed at tragic cost the proposition that all Americans are created
equal. . V v

Our Nation's second century, now ending, saw the development bf a
strong economic society in the free climate which our political institu-
tions sustained. Our second century transformed an underdeveloped
country into the mightiest and most productive nation in human history,
with ever more widespread sharing of economic gains and of responsi-
hility for the less fortunate of our neighbors.

I see the great challenge of our third century as the advancement of indi-
vidual independence in this "sweet land of liberty.'" We must devise safe-
guards. fof the sacred identity of each and every American, to protect
personal freedom and individuality from the daily pressures of conformity
whether they come from massive government, massive management and
labor, massive education or massive communications. Every citizen in
our third century of freedom as a Nation must have the personal freedom

. to fulfill his or her potential in life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Many years ago, a Sunday school teacher taught me that the beauty of
Joseph's coat was its many colors. And the beauty of America is its
many individuals, each of us a little different from the other. Freedom
for everyone who respects the freedom of others is the great goal which
I see and commend to my countrymen for the third century of American
Independence. Freedom is what the Fourth of July is all about.

Lok ol
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The new bicentemnial coins, dated 1776-1976. Washington,
xamedyamaismmammﬁ;efmtofthecom; it's the
backs that have been changed in celebration of the nation's 200th
birthday. Chosen in a national coir.‘design campetition (left to right),
the colonial drumrer on the quarter was designed by Jack L. Ahr of
Arlington Heights, I1l., Independence Hall on the half dollar is the

_ work of Seth G. Huntington of Minneapolis, Minn. and sculpture-student

Demnis R. Williams of Columbus, Chio, designed the moon and Liberty
Bell on the dollar reverse.




AYLETT B. COTTON
ALCOA BUILDING
ONE MARITIME PLAZA

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111

April 16, 1975

Mr. Robert Hartman
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, Hartman:

You may recall that I had the pleasure
of sitting next to you at dinner in San Fran-
cisco about three weeks before the President
was elevated to his present office, and we dis-
cussed old times at Stanford, where I was in
the Class of 1935,

I am imposing on you by sending the
enclosed letter which I have written to the
President. If you think the idea has merit,
I would appreciate your passing it on.

The President is doing a splendid job.
Congratulations to all of you.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

ABC/mab




AYLETT B. COTTON
ALCOA BUILDING
ONE MARITIME PLAZA

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94I1I

April 16, 1975

The President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:

Re

Liberty on the Coinage

For the first 100 years of our country,
the figure of Liberty appeared on the front
of all of our coins.

Near the end of the last century, the head
of an Indian appeared on pennies and nickels.
Abraham Lincoln's profile subsequently replaced
the Indian on the penny. Within my memory,
George Washington took over the quarter, fol-
lowed by Jefferson on the nickel, FDR on the
dime, Kennedy on the half dollar, and Ike on
the dollar, making the ouster of Liberty com-
plete in favor of men. By something less than
a coincidence, the Republicans on the coins
got there during the Republican administrations
and Democrats during Democratic administrations.

I think there is something symbolic in
the replacing of the figure of Liberty on our
coins by the figures of those six Presidents.

As the Bicentennial year approaches, I
suggest that it would be a fitting rededica-
tion of our country to the ideal of Liberty
to strike new coins with Liberty again on all
of them. There are some very beautiful figures
of Liberty on many of the coins previously
issued by the United States. Various of these
could be used. This would be a bi-partisan
move and it would not be a repudiation of the
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six Presidents who now appear on the coins, but
rather a recognition that the dedication of our
people is to the ideal of Liberty, rather than
to the memory of individual men, however great .
they may have been in the history of our country.

I hope that you approve of this idea. Keep
up the fine work that you are doing in your job.

Sincerely,
\ K //
1
! /N
/i 4

ABC/mab





