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To: Brad Patterson

From: Ron Esquerra %’/\/

Subject: Kootenai

Enclosed are the items you requested
from Francis Briscoe, Portland Area
Director.
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Digitized from Box 9 of the Norman E. Ross Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



IN REPLY REFER TO:s

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PORTLAND AREA OFFICE

POST OFFICE BOX 3785
PORTL AND, OREGON 97208

SEP 1 8 197

Note to Commissioner Thompson:
Brad Patterson, the White House, asked for a copy of the

material relating to the Kootenai situation.

_Ftere gouectd

Area Director

*closures
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On September 4, 1974, the Kootenia Tiibe of Idaho passed Resolution #74
reciting in depth the greivances that the Kootenais had as against the
United States taking the position that a portion of their aboriginal
_territory should be restored to them as a reservation along with full
recognition of the tribe as a soveriegn nation within a nation and

stating that should there be no action on the part of the United States

to reso}lve these problems with the Kootenais within five days the tribe
would assume that the United States was relinquishing its power of domain
over the aboriginal territory and the tribe'would immediately assert their
complete sovereignty and take over these lands. This resolution was
transmitted by a letter to the Congtess and the President of the United
States on September 10. Copies of this material were also sent to all
tribal chairmen. On September 12 the tribe transmitted the material to the
Superintendent, Hexkhexaxmxx¥mxkhkeam Northern Idaho Agency and made the
information available to the press. When notified by the Superintendent on
September 12 arrangements were made for representatives of our x staff and

the Superintendent to meet with the Kootenai Tribe.on Friday September 13.

At that meeting we were presented with a treaty proposed by the Kootenais which

in summary provides as follows:

xkxgiet Article I - Kootenais would cede all aboriginal lands.
Article II - Kootenais would receive a Federal reservation of two

sections of land to be taken from national forests in Northern Idaho.

Article III - the United States would have the right to build reasonable

access roads and utilities through the reservation after purchase of
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Koot4nais to hunt, fish, and trap in aboriginal territory under
[}
trib4dl rules with the rightto erect temporary buildings or shelters for

Article IV - the United States would recognize the right of the g
!
¢

curing flesh of fish and bame, berries and roots and pasture horses 27

. ) \

and cattle on open and unclaimed lands. The tribe would also retain :ﬁ

]

rights to all waters and minerals surface and subsurface. by

Article V - United States would place in a trust account$1,367,280

as additional compensation to that received in ICC Docket 154.

/

Article VI - United States would recognize tribal sovereignty and right te -
establish its own laws, police and courts of law with felony acts to be
1

handled under Federal law. United States wouldxalso guanrantee no %f

reprisals against Kootenais for acts involved in this situation. -

s
P

These were the xp primary demands. The tribe was informed that all their
requests were beyond the Fuxxsidx jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs( 
or Secretary of the Interior to grant and .that meaningful negotiations would
necessarily have to include the Congress since all treaties were stopped

by Congress in 1871. Even through they felt that President Ford could : ‘%
grant their wishes they were informed that Congressional action would be 5
required. They then demanedx demanded that the President or an emissary of
the President and/or the Congress come to Bonner's Ferry to meet with them

on or before midnight Sepgember lﬁ to begin meaningful negotiations.

While not xkaximrg stated in the meeting informal discussions and releases to
the press indicated that if no negotiations occur the tribe will exercise
its proposed jurisdiction by setting up roadblocks on U.S. 95 and U.S5. 2 in o

Northern Idaho and begin collection of tolls fees from all passing vehicles.:

2 I T Tt 1



Elements within the community hope to work with the tribe and perhaps
assist in, setting up the roadblocks and manning them if the tribe can

be convinced to pass out printed leaflets rathern than collect tolls.
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TOLLOWING IS VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION VIA TELEPHONE OF LEE
WARDLE, LOREN DILLON, AND MESSRS BRISCOE, WALDRIP, WESTON, LITTLE, & ZAKOJI
IN THE AREA OFFICE. (Septecmber 17, 1974, 1:15 p.m.)

WARDLE: The officials up here called a meeting this morning at which--1

won't be able to enumerate everybody present--but there was one from immigration,
one from border patrol, U.S. Forest Scrvice, Fish and Wildlife, State Police,
County Commissioners, city fathers, County Extension Agent, newspaper, Mayor

of the City--must have been 30 people there. Amie, Doug Wheaton, Abraham,

Ailcen Lowley, and Raymond came into the room. Dennis Coffey--not a Kootenai,

a Coeur d'Alene. They asked Amie to explain their position. Amie didn't.

She turned it over to Doug except for two short statements--one by Amie and

one by Abe.

I took notes--kind of jumbled. I'll go through these notes and try to tell
you the gist,

First they asked Wheaton to explain what this was all about--what the tribe
intended to do. Wheaton stated as of midnight Thursday if the Government
hasn't met their demands they would abolish all city and county governments.
They were going to szizem a million acres of land from the Canadian border to
the entire county and into Montana. They will set up road blocks. They would
charge 10¢ per car for anyone going through the road blocks to show they had
the authority. They will stop all hunting and fishing; levy tax against non-
Indian homes and 50¢ for businesses. They are going to forbid the farmers
from working their land, and they are going to forbid the forest people from
going into the forest-~the loggers and even forest service people.

there is
He further stated they intend to do it peacefully but if/any violence from
the non-Indians, they will meet violence with violence, even to shooting. He
stated he could get help from AIM, from other Indians. He could get one
million Indians in short order within a matter of minutes. He was quite
arrogant, and I thought the people there were more patient with him than you
could expect. ’

Amie then spoke up and said her life had been threatened and AIM had promised
her if anything happened, they would move in with force and really disrupt
things.

He was asked where the road blocks would be set up and he replied north of
Sandpoint, one at--near Libby, Montana, on the border and the two ports of
entry into the United States from Canada. '

A man from the Forest Service asked, what about forest land. He stated they
had management practices going on, control burning, fighting forest fires.
He said that would have to be stopped. In fact, as of Thursday midnight all
non-Kootenais would be in trespass. lle then went ahead to say there are
128,000 acres in Forest Service land of the Government and if they don't get
it, they will scize: the other land we are talking about. :
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One man asked about the livestock on forest lands and the crops in the fields.
He said, "No." As of Friday morning or Thursday midnight the Indians would
consider they were in trespass status.

They asked him--somcone asked how he was going to enforce the 10¢ on cars.

They would not violently try to stop anyonc., If they refused to pay the dime,
later they would get them and be dragged before the tribal council or court.

He also said that when they abolish the county and city governments, they

were going to empower the police department to continue to furnish--to maintain
peace among the non-Indians. Who would pay for these. The tribe would pay.

He said that they probably didn't have enocugh people to enforce the road

block but they would call in other Indians from other road blocks.

+ +« « « . non~-Indians lands being farmed if that would apply to them. He
was asked if they have a legal lease, could they continue to harvest. He

said "no." Even those who had Kootenai lands to lease.

He was asked then if there couldn't be a chance that some negotiations could
be done on a local basis to forestall this until action had been taken in
Washington. "Yes, if they would get a committee they would meet with them
and they would talk to a committee."

Briscoe: It is a possibility.

Wardle: Abe then spoke up. He said they welcomed the committee to negotiate
on these problems and suggested that they meet Thursday afternoon with them.

Briscoe: This comnmittee would be local residents or local Federal representa-
tives? ’

Wardle: He said local people. They did form a committee. I'll get to that
later. ' :

The school principal was there and asked if the schools could function and

he said, "Yes, as they are now." He further stated that they were not asking
the Government for a treaty. They were offering the Government a treaty.

We are not asking the Government for a treaty, we are offering then a treaty
and they have to meet all the demands.

Doug was asked if they would meet with Fedpral officials in Boise or Spokane,
He said, "No, either here or Washington."

Amie spoke up and said they would not meet anywherec but here. If the Govern-
ment wanted to negotiate, they would have to come to Bonners Ferry. Doug
indicated they would go to Washington to negotiate. There will be no negotiation
unless the Government meets all their demands.

He was asked if there could be exceptions to his demand so that the crops
could be harvested. Ile said, "No!" MHowever, he did .say this might be
negotiated. He further said the white man never "gave—a-dam' about Indians
and why should the Indians "give-adamn'" about the white man. We would do
all the talking. P



3

Then a game warden spoke up and asked about fish and game laws and he said as
of Thursday at midnight all fish and game laws in the State and Federal
would ccase to exist. The Indians at Kootenai would have all those.

"Buddy, you are just out of a job,'"he told the game warden.

Then I have some other notes-—-—

If the local pcople want a committee to help the Indians, they may allow
them to finish their work.

Wheaton was asked if they would accept money from the Government in payment of
this 128,000 acres that they are asking for and he treated this as a joke.
"Absolutely not. We want a land base." He further amplified this by saying,
"If the Government agreed to give them 128,000 acres they would choose it
section by section, and it would take some time to choose.'" They wanted to
walk over it. The land may not be all in one block, wherever they decided

to choose it from.

Dillon: There was a second session after the Kootenai people left. Do
you want to go ahead on that (speaking to Wardle).

Wardle:  After the Kootenai people left, the committee stayed and Loren and

I stayed. I don't know who the man was suggested they had some immediate
things they had to do. He suggested we set up a law enforcement coummittee to
handle law enforcement and a negotiating committee to negotiate with the tribe.

The law enforcement was set up with the sheriff, state and city police,
county commissioners--I didn't make notes of that--a public relations man.
They will have one man give out all the news releases and speak for the
entire group. They appointed me liaison officer between the group and the
tribe. Then they set up another committee to negotiate with the tribe to

get the tribe to forestall taking over the land Thursday night at midnight.
This committee is going to go--probably going right now to ask the tribe to
meet with them--consists of county commissioner, city council, and the county
extension agent representing the farmers and local industries and the head of
‘the Federal Forest Service in this area--Graham. They are going to the tribe
this afternoon and ask for a time to set up a meeting to forestall the tribe
taking over.

Briscoe: The negotiating they contemplate up there by the committees is to
just keep things from blowing until the bigwhigs come and do something?

Wardle: Right. It is to forestall any violent action until negotiating at
the Washington level.

Pete Wilson, the attorney, called McClure this morning trying.to get some
action out of McClurc. He is very sympathetic to their fight from what
Wilson the city attorney implied. They are mustering their political
strength to bring pressure, There was considerable sympathy for the tribe
in this meeting to start with but as it went on I saw that dwindle away and
people pot tight. At the end of the meeting, after it broke up, there was
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a strong sentiment, "We are not going to give those so-and-sos anything if
we can help." This was brought out by Wheaton's overbearing attitude.

lle really talked down to them. '"You guys come crawling and we will give you
a crumb." You had to grit your teceth,

We have been trying to find out if there are any strange Indian people around
in town. There are some pecople who say they have seen strangers. They are
not visible if you go walking around town.,

There was a carload in town last night, we understand, with an Arizona
license plate and one with a Montana license plate.

‘The people in the Department of Health office have had a couple of strange
groups wanting food stamps, who obviously didn't seem to have need of food
stamps. These were Indian people, 7 and Doug made it pretty plain to
this group, "You better shape up or we will have some hard noses in nothing
flat."

Wheaton did say they ¢ould have people in the area within 20 minutes.
They have been in touch with the AIM people in Seattle.

Wheaton did tell me he met with AIM last night at his house. He had been
in contact with AIM all day yesterday. AIM offered their full support.
And he asked they not come until he called.

Briscoe: We can assume they

Wardle: T am afraid they will jump without being called. They will sieze
this as an opportunity to come in. I am afraid the Kootenais are going to
lose control.

Somebody asked how they would maintain control if it is between his group

or AIM. He said the enrolled Kootenais would have a red card and the non
members would have a white card. All signed by Amie. If he gets an influx of
people, there is no way they can keep track of them. If they get a couple
hundred outsiders in here, they would get lost in the shuffle.

Incidentally, Wheaton bought a 38 pistol at the hardware store a couple days

ago with tribal funds. I presume it was done by voucher. The State .
investigator told me he bought a 38 pistol. When I was in his house yesterday,
this pistol was laying on a table by an outside door.

Dillon: I was standing about one-half block . . . . . . . .

Sandy Cutback came out loaded with a couple of armsful--paper sacks of booze.
We asked him where he was going. He said he was getting ready for Thursday
night. Andy is not exactly the kind of guy you want to get ready for
Thursday night with booze. He is an epileptic. He loses control of himself
and falls down and gets run over. le has a scizure. All we nced is somebody
like him stumbling around Thursday night or Friday morning. It is getting
kind of tense. The tribe is going to have a confrontation. They have

forced it. There is no way they can avoid it' unless Washington comes through
before Thursday night.
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Briscoe: Washington has been sitting on their hands and losing the opportunity.
In the meantime all this has built up.

Wardle: They bave been in contact with AIM in Minneapolis.

These committees formed are going to continue to meet. I am going to meet
with the law enforcement that I am a liaison for the tribe. I don't know
what they plan to do~--what they plan to do is keep things peaceful. John
Bender, Director of Law Enforcement from the State will be here tomorrow
afternoon from Boise.

Briscoe: We are agreceable for you being a liaison but in view of your lack
of jurisdiction, you are doing nothing but carrying messages.

Wardle: That's right.

I don't think that is clear to the State people yet. I told them I had no
jurisdiction, that Loren and I were sent up here to keep things peaceful,
that we had no jurisdiction. They did ask me to serve on this committee,
to serve as a liaison between the tribe and the committee.

Briscoe: You are precluded from doing anything more and make that clear to
all concerned that that comes from here. Nothing more than carry the
message.

Wardle: Okay.
Briscoe: You have no position or posture in any direction.

Wardle: We have stood on that. We haven't been asked to take a stand. If
we are, we are not going to. Okay. ' '

(Residing at Travelers Motel, 236-2111, Room 35 & 36)

Dillon: (Mentioned something about Loraine Misiazek) Helen Brown was in
offering her support. She doesn't look Indian . She is a new face on the
scene in their office.

Lot of rumors flying around. Pclople are uncertain about what's going to
happen. ‘

Briscoe: With the press and TV we are keeping cveryone at bay and keeping
the attention down. Now with the thing it has surfaced and we have lost the
opportunity we sc¢i zed in the beginning because of the lack of activity from
Washington.

Wardle: There was a newspaper man prescent this morning representing the local
paper taking copious notes. Doug said he had a call from the Associated press
this morning.

Little: Will you send any clippings dircctly in?

Wardle: Yes we will, The Spokance paper had an article in it this morning, We
will send that in too.
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RESERVATION AND TRIBAL STATISTICS

Acreage Total (trust)
" Tribal
Allotted

Government Owned

Population: Total Tribal Membership - (1974)
Indian Resident Population - (1974)

Non-Indian Resident Population ~ (1970)
(Boundry County)

Estimated Indian Income - 1974 (Fiscal Year)

Wages

Agriculture - 3,500
Forestry - . 0,000
Fisheries - ' . 0,000
Mining - . 0,000
Wages - BIA - o " 0,000
Wages - Other Federal - : 4,000
.Wages - Tribal Government - 8,000
' ) 'Other Government - 8,000

e

2,312

-+ :0,000

2,300
0,012

69
101
6,371



TRIBAL GOVERNMENT

‘The governing body of the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho is the Kootenai
Tribal Council (Artic]e‘III, Section 1 of the Kootenai Constitution
and Bylaws). The Kootenai Tribe voted not to accept the Indian
Reorganization Act. The Tribal Council consists of five (5)
members of which four (4) are elected for three year terms and one,
the Permanent Chief, is a permanent member. The Tribal Council is
constitUtiona]]y required tovmeet only when necessary but it
generally meets once a month in conjunction with a general meeting

of the Tribal membérship.

The Kootenai Tribg] Council members are as follows:

Ame1ia—C. Trice - Chairman

Matt David - Vice-Chairman
Eileen Lowley - Secretary-Treasurer
Mary David : - Member

Chief Moses Joseph -

Member



GENERAL_PROGRAM DISCUSSION

FORESTRY

The Kootenai Trust allotments contain only scattered stands of
commercial timber and, as a result, no sustained yield cutting
program exists.

During the years 1969-1974, members of the Agency Forestry Staff
periodically visited the Kootenai allotments to prepare timber
cutting permits, check for timber trespass, and to chak for fire
and/or insect damage. In 1974, a fire salvage sale was prepared,
advertised, and sold. A total volume of 12,631 Board Feet with a
value of $12,831 was sold. The Forestry Branch is now preparing a
timber sale on Allotment U (Andrew unnumbered allotment).

During the period of 1969-1974, the Forestry Staff spent approxi-
mately 4% of its time and 7% of its budget on Kootenai Tribal matters.

EDUCATION

" FY 1970 - No program funds at Kootenai

FY 1971 ~ The Adult Education Specialist made approximately 20 trips
to Bonners Ferry to discuss Education matters with the Kootenai
Council and with individual Tribal members.

%%ﬁ%%zéd;cation (Mainly culture and eﬁrichment activities) - $600
FY 1973 -

Adult Education (Mainly culture and enrichment activities) - $600
Community Development Contract - $6,000
Funds for Community Service Contract - $5,500
Higher Education - . , $1,000

Mini Learning Lab (Purchase of Lab materials and equipment) - $3,300

Fy 1974 -

AduTt Education (Operation of Learning Lab) - ) $1,000
Funds for Community Service Contract - ' $5,500
Summer Program - _ $500

Higher Education - : $3,739



FY 1975 -

Community Service Contract - $5,500
Higher Education - $3,187
Summer Programs - _ ' $500
GRAND TOTAL =mmmmmmmm= === mmmm o s oo oo $37,126

In addition to the above funds that were spent directly for the
Kootenai Tribe, the Tribe has also received benefits from funds that
were used for all three Tribes. Several Kootenai students have been
enrolled in Bureau boarding schools. The cost per student in these
schools is between $3,000 and $4,000. In addition,we havepaid
transportation in the amount of over $1,000.

Another benefit that the young people of the Kootenai Tribe receive
is their attendance at the Bureau sponsored summer camp. Every
summer approximately ten young people attend camp. OQur total camp
expenditure has been as high as $18,000.

In Fiscal Year 1971, an Adult Educator was stationed in Spokane.

He was instructed to visit the Kootenai Reservation at least every
other week. This was done until he was transferred to Lapwai. Since
that time visits have averaged once a month.

RESERVATION PROGRAMS

In FY 1970 the Programs Officer had no duties on the Kootenai
Reservation. .

FY 1971, the Program Officer made six (6) trips to the Kootenai
Reservation, the total cost of $400.

FY 1972, the Program Officer made eight (8) trips to the Kootenai
Reservation (totaling 23 days), for a total cost of $657.

FY 1973, The Program Officer made fourteen (14) trips to the Kootenai
Reservation (totaling 23 days), at a total cost of $1,515.

FY 1974, the Program Staff made fourteen (14) trips to the Kootenai
Reservation (totaling 26 days), for a total cost of $1,018.

FY 1975, it is estimated that the Program Staff wi]]vmake approxi-
mately fifteen (15) trips to the Kootenai Reservation with an
estimated cost of $1,000.

NOTE: A1l the above costs exclude salary and office overhead costs.



In FY 1972 the Programs Office negotiated and supervised a $6,000
Community Development Grant to the Kootenai Tribe.

The Programs Staff contacts the Kootenai Tribe on matters relating
to the Tribal Constitution, Tribal Government, Tribal Budgets, as
well as serving as general liaison between the Agency Branches
headquarted in Lapwai, and the Kootenai Tribe at Bonners Ferry.

CREDIT

The Kootenai Tribe does not operate a Tribal Loan Program, therefore,
the Branch of Credit has little actual contact with the Kootenai
Tribe.

In 1970, the Credit Officer visited the Kootenai Reservation to
discuss Community Development and various credit programs.

In 1973, the Credit Officer visited Bonners Ferry to meet with the
Kootenai Council and to discuss various Credit and Financing
Programs that might be available -to the Kootenai Tribe.

During Fiscal Years 1973 and 1974, the Credit Officer discussed by
telephone the possibilities of the Indian Financing Act, the Indian
Business Development Funds, the FHA Loan Program for land purchases,
as well as various other credit matters.

LAND OPERATIONS SERVICES

The Kootenai lands consist of approximately 2,399 acres. Soil and
Moisture activity functions are normally handled through the Coeur
d'Alene Office under the supervision and guidance of the Northern
Idaho Agency Land Operations Officer at Lapwai. The cropland is
under a drainage district with the local district cleaning and
maintaining the drains.

Attached is a breakdown of expenditures and services for Fiscal
Years 1970 through 1974,

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Durirg Fiscal Years 1972, 1973, and 1974, the Housing Staff averaged
eight (8) trips a year to the Kootenai Reservation. It is estimated
that the Housing Officer will make ten (10) to fifteen (15) trips to
Bonners Ferry during Fiscal Year 1975.



FISCAL

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

NOTE:

AN

BRANCH OF LAND OPERATIONS

GOV’'T. COST SHARING FOR

MAN DAYS OF SERVICE TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

EXPENDITURES \ CONSERVATION PRACTICES AND ASSISTANCE

$ 1,800.00 $ 300.00 Eight (8) Lease Compliance Checks

. ’ and Council Meetings
1,000,00 300,00 . 8ix (6) lease Compliance Checks

' and Council Meetings

N

1,000.00 300.00 Six (6) Lease Compliance Checks

and Council Meetings
2,725.00 NONE Nine (9) " Lease Compliance Checks

- and Council Meetings
2,600.00 NONE Nine (9) Lease Compliance Checks

During July of Fiscal Year
Tfibal Council Meetings.,

and Council Meetings

1975, five man days were spent in lease compliance, field surveys and



Program expenditures from Fiscal Year 1972 through Fiscal Year 1975
are as follows:

1972 $ 5,000
1973 5,000
1974 10,500
1975 15,000 (estimated)

ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

On April 4, 1969, the Kootenai Tribal Council passed Resolution
No. 69-1 asking the State of Idaho to exercise criminal and civil
jurisdiction over all Kootenai lands within the counties of Bonner
and Boundary, within the State of Idaho.

The Agency Special Officer was present at the meeting when this
Resolution was passed and all of the Kootenai people present were
in favor of State jurisdiction. Attached is a copy of that
Resolution.

Because of State jurisdiction, the Branch of Enforcement Services
has no jurisdiction and, theretore, has very little contact with
them. However, the Agency Special Officer does make occasional
trips to Bonners Ferry for public relation purposes.

SOCIAL SERVICES

During the period FY 1970-1974, the Branch of Social Services
spent no Child Welfare Program-Funds on the Kootenai Reservation.

During the same period, the Social Services Branch spent the
following sums on General Assistance for Kootenai Tribal members:

FY 1970 - No General Assistance Funds
FY 1971 - $10

FY 1972 - $525

FY 1973 - $100

FY 1974 - $90

During this same period, the Social Services Staff made the following

trips to the Kootenai Tribal area:

total cost of $790.

total cost of $1,270.
total cost of $1,897.
total cost of $1,316.
total cost of $1,382.

FY 1970, 10 trips (20 days) at
FY 1971, 17 trips (30 days) at
FY 1972, 26 trips ( ) at
FY 1973, 17 trips (27 days) at
FY 1974, 22 trips (30 days) at
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ADMINISTRATION

This report, as well as covering General Administration, also covers
Property & Supply, IIM, and Plant Management.

During FY 1974, the Branch of Administration devoted approximately
325 hours at an estimated $2,163 to Kootenai Tribal matters. It is
estimated that the annual cost of the Fiscal Years 1970-1973 were
similar to the Fiscal Year 1974 figures.

AGRICULTURE EXTENSION

No program on the Kootenai Reservation.

ROADS PROGRAM

No program on the Kootenai Reservation.

-REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Attached is a Special Report prepared by the Agency Realty Officer
on September 12, 1974.

Refer to the appendix for the Fiscal Year 1974 Real Property Manage-
ment Report.

Refer to the appendix for Senate Bil1l S-634 which would provide for

the transfer of 12 1/2 acres of Government land to the Kootenai
Tribe of Idaho.

EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE

Visitation Procedure: Prior to June 1973 Employment Assistance
Services were provided to Kootenai Tribal members through the Spokane
District Office Branch of Employment Assistance. Visitations were

on a once a month basis until the ‘middle of 1970 (approximately)

when they were reduced to an on-demand basis because of little use

of program services by Tribal members. In June 1973 the Branch of
Employment Assistance was relocated from Spokane to Northern Idaho
Agency headquarters at Lapwai. Since that time, visits to Bonners
Ferry have numbered approximately six or one every two months on an
average.




)i United States Departiment of the Gitenionr :
bl s gy 1o AlES 247
: el e Afency

Lapwai, Idoho 8,000
September 12, 1204
MEHORANDUM
Tos © Rmordintendent
From: Realty Officer

Subject: Special lienert - Koctenai Recervation - Really Activity

turguant to your verbal request, there follows the subject report, I
to be first noted that there is no Kootenani Reservation, per @ o Thn
Kootenai Indiny people were allotted 75 tracts on the juiciic domain,

most in 1006 end 1906, with three in following years. Allotments v

roughly 80 acrea, more or less. Several allotments in drivinare Hioir
Ilne 12 were sola nind bthe funds reinvested pursusnt to Lthe Aebt of 5/10
(ee Ezhibit A) o nd the comnact Lract alloblled inke omell o fobnent .

' [

“Yhese are oupy felicred Leoelng & theoush Ue The  Koobegsi ' e voled

down Lhe G Fobedh 4 st )y e Brhibit B, The Koulouni @ o dolted )
nase deer «orer Ll pesten due bojg

1. Inhesibonee by Canndians rel:ated to the Koolonsi livir:,
2« Snle: through application of trust ounort.
rresent luana buse 15 2,5°6,5% acres. Theve in no trivn Long te wate,
aowover the followin; acjquisitions are pendineg:

Te el which if aniinedy we place 12.50 reren aff goveri:s i dn
e Nl emraer s ne Mhiss LR o sweed Ty T pall wesd 4 N TS .
o AL eonvgnnee of Y07 serer Lo Tribe by Gou il e o 0 (&
Tie = s baony a6 € aedlcbe ezoent Tor £opal e IR : (e
v diveie o 0oV A0 L Boliteiorte G e s e .
s PGt @ o s bl ipboreits dn Ganadisan et b g i 5
"Gy sma (e Piile doaued; cwriting Litle rosorl L
e sarcy ¢ of interest in Soabenni flo. W, fitin 4 OTICTE Vi
Wi wWe ey s Linge completion of the vinraisal co opFL,
preogzmyt Papd Sirea g Ldadity Teonaed with oS Jeroqoe, 0Ty Saeon
1B R % oo he barinem U Vhoak By Py .
Uier dod Tami s Vot s fend Loe Koeobe o reopley ooty 0 i
PR L D e o T ! O aneEe andl B el b of v vk By
probiates selivg b i b uos anel eonbetae oo e sed A0 L
v met suprort For G009 ond preceeding lecinl Lo, o R O T e
o1 = booklet on L dribee (Gee Sxhibit C)e "Ml wenn clren s Lew Lo

irlerested jarticn, including the local Coupresizicnsl deley. Li o mig A
before, S.67 in only waiting Congressional final aclicn. (Gee i

(Con't,)
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Special Report = Kootenai "Rescervation™ - Realty Activity (cont))
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aring I'Y 1974 Realty personnel performed the lollowing work For the
Kootenai people and Tribes

Made 12 new leases, collected rentals on 25 leases, and distributed the
income to the heirs, involving most complex heirship patterns,

Serviced visitations, teleplhone calls, and letters [rom landowncrs and
Kootenai lessees.,

Traveled to Bonners I'erry and vicinity on three occasions, met with
council and members thercof. On one occasion, took Council member and
Mr. Wheaton aficld to inspect land appraisals.

As special service, surveyed church land for Tribe. It is noted that
this is not a skill or service required of the Realty Officer, but
performed to do everything within our power to assist the Tribe in
acquiring lands,

BUDGET: Approximately 7% to 10% of our FY 1974 budget was expended on
Kootenai activity., 1In my opinion, no physical benefit wonld accerue to
the Kootenai people with increased visitations by the Realty Staff,
other than public relations, Additional stall and travel budget would
(and will) be required.

Attachment: The Kootenai Indian Village
(prepared by the Branch of Realty —- 1972-1973)
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FORVIARD

THI3 SHORT DOCUMENTARY INVOLVIG THE KOCTENAL INDIAM
VILLAGE, NEAR BOUMERS FERRY, IDAHO, WAS IREPARED AT
THE REQUEST OF TiIE KOCTEMAI TRIBAL COUNCIL AT TIE
MEETING HELD O¥ SEPTEMBER 14, 1972, MUCH IUFORIATION
SAG ONPATERD PRGE 910 TITTTLS OF 5101 FRANS,
DHCEAGID, A Bl 35l OF THE KCOvalaL PRI, i YO ED
FOR HANY YPARS TO HELP KIS TRIBT SECURE T1TLS 10 THE
VILLAGE AREA, OTHZR SOURCEZ3 OF MATEZRIAL IHCLUDZED

THE RECORDS OF THE NCRTHERI! IDAHO AGEIICY, LAPWAI, IDAHOQ.
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LIGT OF EXHIBITS

Area map showing village location

Layout of village housing, 1931

Lord plat indicating dimensions of village,

day scnool sibe, and St,.lichaclt's Miss
’ .

ion land

Kootenai Tndian Villaga prior to new howsing

Typical honse conatruched din Lhe 1931 projeck

Kootcnai Indien Village afler completion of .

1931 housirg project

et



PIE KOCTAIAT TUDTAN VITLAGS

~

iiany coanturics before white tr.:ip;)c:l':s and troaders entered the area, sn ident i
firble group of Americizn Indizans lived m the Kootraxi Valloy nenr whab vas
Lo bzccme Bonners ferry, Tdzho, This was the sncestrel homs ol Lhe TLower
footenais, later known 25 the Jdaho Kootenais, and nos thie Kootenai Tribe of -
Idcho, The Indian people of the Kootenai Valley were affiliated with the
Keoton2i Tribe, the, Upper Pend d!Oreilles, and the Flathead Tribe prior to
the Treaty of July 156, 1355, mai_nt:zining' a separate organizzabion with their
ovm chicfs and headmen, By the terms of the Treaty of 1855, these Indion
Tribes ceded to tho United States all of the country occupied or claimed by
Lhew, howrever 16 i nobed Lhal Lha lnwo'r Kootenain were nol. renveucnted when
the treaty was signed, 'The other tribes involved in bhe treaby secured
rescrvations up which to l:ive, but the Lower Kootenais were left landless.

The Kootenai p=ople were accustomed to -live in villagesA cnosen by the current
chief, Upon the death of the chief, or due to some nzatural phenomenom, the
village was moved to a new location, Be_fqre the turn of the century, home-
steaders were rapidly claiming lands in the Rootenai Velley, and these lands
oftex were used 28 village sitcs by the Indian people. Consistant with the
Governnent!s policy to induce Indion people to engage in f2rming as a means
of livelihdod, and to reso'lve the land use conflict in t-hc area, members of
the bribe were given land allotments on the public demain., llo reservation
vas established, The allotments were granted under the ﬁrovi;ions of Section

L, of the Act of Februzry 8, 1587 (24 Stat. 33), as amended by the Act of
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February 28, 1591 (26 Stab, 794). The Koobemad peonls wers nob dnellned Lo

ba farmaru ond they lacked boti beaining and fonds with vihvich bo enpare in

this aclivity, Tais bocowe apparent when bhe honesleading Prrears abboarded
Ao

to foria & diking and drajaage district to alleviate & snerions [loodirg

problen along the Keotenai River, The Indian allobbees licked funds and evan

though Congress subsequently passed an Act vhich 'permitterl the Indi:n:). lc.nd-;
ovmers to take p2rt in the diking ond dreinaze district, rony of 'f.,hc-: allot—
ments along the river were sold, The Government reinvestcd the sales proceeds
for the Indian people by purchasing benc;hland tracts renginzg in size from
ten to one hundred and sixty ackes, however much of the mirchased land was
not suiteble for agriculture at the time, The mabier of [fianances, braining, -
ond occupational preforenco precluded forming cu 2 means for the Hoobenal
Indian people to betbor their lot, aside frem the -occasiona.l seagonal vork
on farms :.*;m—:gccl by the nc;n—Inrlia.n':; of the valley, The allolments that
romained gradually became of less consequence as & source ol rental incane
due to fractionstion of owncrship by inheritance ond the loss of lands and
interests in same by sales out of a tru.s‘t status. T'np forc,-_';oirg. is menticne
to give sore background into the reasons why it became avparent at an early
date that the Kootenai Indian people required a permanent village which

weuld be their hore,

ol e, ol - .

Puring Lo period Ghat Chief Thomas BUnd led the Koolennia s Lhe Indian
peaplo livad In bopues tho year round, The village sibo chosen by the Chlefl

wiu loeated on the soulh side of the Kootenai Fiver, about three riles below

b
7

Lorrars Feevy. Upon Lhe death of Chiof Thomas Blind in 18569, hiu son Abrah- o




Blird bocame Chiel, In aceowrlinece with tribal enstorn, Lhn e ehiel
selected a different villese site; this one being locaterd on bhe north sida
of Bonacrs Ferry and o quarber of a mile wtest of Lao [fivst beading poab in

the area, Chief Abraham #1ind built the first cabin and convinced Tsaae &0 s,

llorrisse Caiquist, Archie Chicqguict, and Camille Txo Shelter to follow his

cxample, These five cabins were the first permanent no which the hootc1
Indian people built ond lived in during their history, Chief Abraham Blind

died in 1887 and again follcwing tribal custom, Assistant Chief Isaac Adams

moved his people about one and one half miles westerly of the old campinZ

ground, lorrisee Chicquiet was then appointed chief,

'

Tha Koobkenai Indian peoplo waore visibed ocach yerr by Jesuit lissionaring

{rom Dalmel, Iduﬂo. On onz such visit in 1328 Lhe matber ol a parianent cimech
buildinz was discussed, and it was decided te build a church building on the
south e of Lon; Arm Island., In the Swmer of 1890 the Chicfs supo;visgd the
building of the new church which was known as S5t, licheel!s liission, The first
church was built of tamarack logs and the roof was made of Ceda? bark and
earth, This loz church building went down after but-a fewr ycars ond a sécond
church was constructed about 200 yards@est of where the first church building
stood. That church building was smaller than the original building, It was
constructcd of lumber donated by the people of Bonners Ferry., In 1907 a ncv
church bulldlnv was. conotructed southeast of the second building, f‘..c:mn in
the sare dlrcctlon as the two prcv1ous buildings. This building, whlch is
still standing, is locatcd on land deeded by James Dupras on March 11, 1897

to A, J. Gloricux, ond by the latter, subsecquently to the Rohan.Cahholic

[ L e



Discose of Batae., The church lond ig adjieonh Lo Live willage sike oa bhe o)

. side, .

X By doord dabed June 24, 1914, the United fitnben purehased a Luo nvl oan<hallf

acre pertion of iootrnnai rlloimrab Mo, 11 from ths neirs of Timia Adbe

i
.

the originel allotiee, for the sum of $125,00. a day school s construched

*

on the site and rawained in oparat;ion until 1925, '..'T-..cri closure W23 forced
e to attandarce which dropped below permissible levels. The paremts then
sent thzir children to s.chool in Bonners rerry. The school building ha:;. bern
renoved, The land of -the former school site i3 loczte;i adjacent to the ten

acre village site,

The Kootenai Indinn village wns located on o portion of Koolrani allolin oh
lio, 11 ihich, &5 stated above, ways allotiod to Tamia Abraham. Previously .
referred to as Leng Arm.Island, the area becazme Xnom as ilission Mill after
thic surrounding flats were drained, By‘1910 the villare consisted of ahoui 10
rouch cabing and several tepees, Conditions in the villagze viere unfavorable
health—wise, In 1920, a loca.ll paysician by the name og‘ Doctor E. R. Fry

attempted to enlist public support to improve conditions fot the Hootenai

ch

Indiian people, Help was very slow in coming, Finally, by the Act of Lay 14,
1930, Public Law 217, Congress appropriated the =um of 327,000 for-the
purchase of the ten acre village site for the Hoohtenai Indian people and

v

’ for the construction of homes, sever and waber systems, and for the purcha -

-

of supzlies ard items for the hemes, On July 2, 1231 the Cuwnerintendent agked

-®

.

- the peozle to move frem the old cabins so that thoy could bé toim down to

nale way for the new construction. Some of the people did not ~idsh to rove;

h o
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vossibly Fexring Shzl they venld be Joaft heswelessi, 2lovk on Lhe nesr hesine

)

corneperd durins Lie Svnoer of 1531, The assisnuuent of the 18 ney homes

the vardous Foadiies wor wcaiyged Yy Chlef Isccore, The hopen gere annd pl
to Justina Chiqui, P'olliy i"icvre i'co, Theresa Rwid, leals Avdsmg, Dixen

Frinecis, Hary Little Sem, Lneas Abrahem, Josephn Feshell Tewo, Chief D.v*d,

.

“Stanislaus Bigheod, Aleiander Kannzka, Saul Chiaui, Gsay Jeseph, Lucy Yierre
Stenish, Uavid juke Seam, Francis fdams, and ilarciss Iszadore. The first

 cottege ne}t to the ;chool was left unoccupied a2t the request of Agency
Superintendent Wilson. A hcusinz cormittee consisting of three tribal m-muérn
was appointed to see.to the naintenance of the buildings, However, as the
corittee members died, thoy were not replaccd and the housing cemmittce socn
goeanod Lo exist, TG should Le mentioned thatl. no funds were aveilable for
mrinbar nee werk, As 2 result, the buildings prodeally reached sdvenced stabes

f disrecpzir., In reccnt years, 211 ut two of the hemes heve been vorn: down

e}

ari destroyed by the Koobenzi Trik-l Council au they becams vacent and Jjudged
unsale for further use., HKevertheless, the Koctenei Indian people hzve a
strens citachnent to the village erca, They fecl that as a Tribe, they should
be permitted 1o enjoy.the ovnership of this land which is 5till held by the
United States, They wish the title to pass to ihe United States in trust for

-

the Kootenai Tribe of Idzho, ' ‘
¢ v i a % ' i

The Koolenai: Indinn people have sought evmership of the twelve and cne-hzlf

eerces of land upon vhich their village and school stocd for many years, The

orizinal allotiece, Tamiz fbrohan, is said to have donzted the tnn aere rortion

of hiz 2llolment to his tribe for their villege, The tranufcr vas iagalizcd

e



L]

Ly the drod exceuted In 1931 by his heir:i. Yhese hairs stabed Lhat Lhey
aluays considered Lhe lard Lo b» owned by the Foolenal Tribo as bhis wag
a2

o
Toraia Abraham!a inbmmtbt, They coaveyed title, stipnlabing in the dazd that

thic arca described in thé deed was for use as a site ﬁon Tite ?ootenai
Indian Village., Tha Kootonal Tfibai Council passed scveral resolutbions
over the ycars pertaining to their desire to acquire lezal title tec the
twelve and one-half acres of land inwolved, On bechalf of the Tribé, SinQn
Francis vwrote many letters to officials-seexing help.»Thé Council hes
presented various propbsals over tne years to facilitate a2 transfer of the

title to the larnd to the Tribe, but at this writing, the Government still

holds exclualve Litls Lo the lands,

R R T
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Service Provided: Employment Assistance Services to Kootenai have

been Timited during the past five years, primarily because of limited
interest in vocational training and direct employment - both of which
in view of the Kootenai location normally necessitated a physical move.

Following is year by year funded_service:

F.Y. AVT DE

70

1 0
71 0 0
72 0 0
73 1 0
74 0 5%

*Includes 4 tribal council members funded
for management training, but from employ-
ment funds.

Funded service does not represent the extent of service provided.
Personal counseling and referral to other programs are services pro-
vided when appropriate. For example, in 