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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 26, 1974 

MORRIS THOMPSON 
STAN POTTINGER 
JOHN CARLSON 
KENT FRIZZELL 
WALLACE JOHNSON 
FRANK ZARB 
BEN HOLMAN 

Declaration of War from 
the Kootenais 

The attached communication was received in my office at 3:30 p.m. 
today. 

As some of you know, I had a long and, I would say, generally 
~riendly talk with Ms. Trice Monday or Tuesday night of this 
week and tried very hard to persuade her to take up Commissioner 
Thompson 1 s offer of a breakfast meeting with her and her 
colleagues in Spokane next Monday morning (he will be there 
anyway for another meeting). She seemed quite reluctant --
trying to get Morrie or me to come to Bonner 1 s Ferry instead. 
So far, that is where things stand. Morrie and I both continue 
to be opposed to the idea of either his or my running out on the 

scene of every such threatened ~co~ 

Bradley H. Patter son, Jr. 

Digitized from Box 9 of the Norman E. Ross Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Brad: 

Morrie Thompson's office called with a response to Amelia Cutsack 

(A;_i~(-dt ~ . 
,. -t'he B~ U, S. Department of the Interior is now in the process of~ ( 

the September 11th letter to the President of the U.S. of America. - :. { 

~ ']be WaHe :Wouse baa asked 116 tg respand to your cofffihdiiltatlon. 

~currently revi~~~s ooith intentions of 

resp ond ing uo as ,possible from tbe C£UJ?mi ssiaBer. ~ ~ 
~~-

THEY WOULD LIKE YOUR REACTION TO THE ABOVE. 

Linda 

P . S. Tom Oxendine called and said that there was going to be 

a meeting held in BIA at 2:00 to discuss the problem. Please 

call him or Morrie Thompson. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

;.~ (;5 r;. 11 
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MEMd~ANDUM 
OF CALL 

YOU WERE CALLED BY- 0 YOU WERE VISITED BY-

0' (O<s.,,,.,,l,Jh. B~ . 
bl PLEASE CALL---+ ~~g~~~· ciO- ill 7-f-
fo WILL CALL AGAIN D IS WAITING TO SEE y~ 
0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

MESSAGE 
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93o CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S.634 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

IMAY 14,1974 
Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 

AN ACT 
To declare that eertain federally owned lands shall be held by 

the United States in trust for the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, 

and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represe·nta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That, subject to valid existing rights, all of the right, title, 

4 and interest of the United States in the following described 

5 tracts of land, and the improvements thereon, that were 

6 acquired and that are now administered by the Secretary 

7 of the Interior for the benefit of the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, 

8 are hereby declared to be held by the United States in trust 

9 for said tribe : 

I 

' 



') 

1 TRACT NUMBERED 1. Part of lot 3 in section 20, town-

2 ship 62 north, range 1 east, Boise meridian, Boundary 

3 County, Idaho, described as follows: Beginning at a point 

4 20 rods south and 20 rods west of the northeast corner of 

5 lot 3, section 20, thence west 20 rods·, thence south 20 rods, 

6 thence east 20 rods, thence north 20 rods to place of begin-

7 ning, containing 2.50 acres, more or less. 

8 TRACT NuMBERED 2. That part of lot numbered 3 in 

9 section 20, township 62 north, range 1 east, Boise meridian, 

10 Boundary County, Idaho, described as follows: Beginning at 

11 a point 20 rods south of the northeast corner of lot 3, thence 

12 west 20 rods, thence south 20 rods, thence west 10 rods, 

13 thence south 40 rods, thence east 30 rods, thence north 60 

14 rods, to place of beginning, containillg 10.00 acres, more or 

15 less. 

16 SEc. 2. The above-described property shall be adminis-

17 tered in accordance with the laws and regulations applicable 

18 to Indian tribal trust property. 

19 8Ec. 3. The Indian Claims Commission is directed to 

20 determine ·in accordance with the provisions of the Act of 

21 August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1050), the extent to which Vft.llle 

... · .. i 

• 

3 

1 of the title conveyed should or should not be set off against 

2 any claim against the United States determined by the 

3 CommiS'sion. 

Passed the Senate May 13, 1974. 

Attest: 

-\. .. ,-' 

FRANCIS R. VALEO, 

Secretary. 



93o CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S.634 

AN ACT 
To declare that certain federally owned lands 

shall be held by the United States in trust 
for the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, and for 
other purposes. 

)Uy 14, 1974 

Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs 

.. 
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TH1E KOOTE?!AI ;-.rATI0N 0"~" I'7DIA':S nr. Il'AIIO ·-----·- --- - ---- - ---
TO 

TH\: cm~r.RESS NiO TilE PRESID~!T Q"C' Ttl::: --- ----- -- -·- -------
lJ1HTt::D STATES OF A'!EFICA ---- ---- ·---

SI"R'5: 

AS PASSED I~ THE E'!CLOSED RF.S0L!Jl'ION, THE KOOTE~AI NATION 

~RIN\.S TO YOUR ATTE:1TIO:i ~ Tr1E INEN'ITIES SL'"!<'FERED TO THIS DAY 

A:\f!) DEE'''IN\. IT ~0 LON'~ER 'POSSIBLE TO SURVIVE UNDER T:!ESE CON-

DITIO~!S, TO NO LO?!\.FF ALLOH r..m DE~!O"~'ALIZATIO}l AND DECRADA-

T!n~l OF OU~ PEf1°LE; HE TrtEF.El:'ORE 1'-IT>LORE YOU TO SE:m YOUR 

t::~-r~":r<L\RIES, Tf) S:OJ:AI: IN COl'NCIL HITH OTT- LEADERS, TO RESOLVE , 

PEACFFULLY, Ou""R DIF"~"ERNICES. 

FOR THIS l.JF: AF.T<.: A.LLOT1NG A LAPSF OF TT"~ or. FIVE (S) DAYS . 

AT THE END OF TiiliT TP'E, IF, Q:'! YOUR PART , A FAILURE OF C6?1..! 

PLIA?~CE IS EVIDENT . ~·lE, AS IS OUR DETEF.::!IIJED INTENT, SEE NO 

SET:JEEN THE KOOTENAI NATION AND TEE L~UTED STATES OF A'·iERICA. 

loo• 

SIGHED : 11 Septe!"tber 1974 

~:.1t. ;E~r~ief 
Cutsack Trice, 

11a.L/, ,LJ)~ 
!'ctthi.'lS David, Vice-Chairman 

(l ,;· 
{ , \ C\, ., ·, , 4.<' 
Eileen Lo'·:ley, 

' 



Kooteaai Resolutjon 74 

~ E s o T u T r a N 

TI~E '(OOTE!'!AI ~r_'\TIO~:r OF DTDIANS. KNOT~~ ~TO--~ AS THE KOIJTE)!AI TRI~~ OF I~AHO, 

'liT":'Il'TG IN 'JcORUH AT BO~'~'!'EFS FERRY, IDN~O ON SEPTK:BER li, AT 7:00 n.ra., 1974 * -----------

DQES E~E:E3Y PASS THIS RESOLUTION· 

AFEA SPJCE TIHE E!!E·'ORIAL, A._-r·m • 

T:Ir2REAS, TI~::::s-r: AJ30RIGI~AL LANDS, AS ~.ECI-:iNIZS::J 3Y TI:IE GOVEI'0li.F.:!T Qlf' THE 

UNITED STAT:SS O:F ~·tE:P.ICA"," DID E:-!CO~JEASS AN AFJ<:A IN \·7!-IAT IS ;:m:.:r ZASTEFJT IDAHO, 

"·!ESTEJU~ EONTA2 •. \, MJD IHTO CAltADA, TO AH EOll'IVALE!iT OF ONE !:ILLION, TI1PJ:E 

Hl.i!IDRED A~m SD:TI EIG!-IT T:'i:OUS.AND '!'f!f) mr.m~.ED EIG::ITY ACRES OF LA.\~, .A.J..TD 

r.!l~"?.EA~l_, 'r~~ GO'\S~Jr-:'mJT OF THE UNITED STATES DID ABSORB THESE LA1-!DS AT A 

~mETI?JG T-IELD HT H~LLGATE, '10HTA:IA, I:NO\"':,i ~~S TIE 1lr.:LLGATE TR'SATY, IN TIIR YEA"R. 

OF OUR V1F.D, 1 ~55, ·;:.riTI!OUT T~J:E FEPRRSEJ:·ITATION, CONSENT, OR !G-10\.!LEDGE, OF THE 

IWOT~Y·.I NATimi OF IDAHO, Dtffi TO TIIE FAILURE, BY THEN, GOVE:RrmR ISAAC STEVENS , 

OF T::lE T:-iEN TEFRITO_RY ~F 1,JASRINGTOi·!, ~TiETI-!ER I:~TENTIONAL, OR NOT, AS RIS 

' 
DI:RECTIV-g 3'~ THE PRESIDENT OF T:-IE UNITZD STATES AND COlE·!ISSIO;JER OF INDIAN 

A'~<'FAIRS, r.JAS TO CONTACT ALL TRIDES AND :3ANDS LIVIHG IN THE AREA TO .B AFFECTED 

BY TiUS TREATY, AND TB.IS TR!<.:ATY DID i!OT IlTCLUDE TilE ABORIGINAL LJ...m)S OF TEE 

IDA":J:O K00TENAIS, AND : 

':rHET?EAS, Br:TTEE 1855, AXD 1894, Ai:ill AS A "RESULT O:r.' T.m rtELL~ATE TRE.\TY, 'BE 

KOOTENAI NATION HAS IN EF~CT rnTHO~IT A..Tif'! FIGHTS, PRIV'ILEDGZS, OR LM!D TO 

CALL THEIR 0''1:-1. ACCORDtN(; TO THE HISTORY Nr'J I~J EFFECT BECA..~. NO'!Tir-;r;,P.ND· 

NO TREA'I'Y OR OT'tER DOClf':E~lT ~·lAS EVER -:.:rnERED t~:TO EE'TIJEEN TaE :zoOT:S~·1AI ~ATION 

'"ENT ()f' THE UNITED STATES D1D ASSlfC" TRUSTEESHIP OVER THIS ~~ATION tJ-rD ITS 

'P:!:O"?LE , K'TD • 
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• "r ... j) , "c:; , ........ ,-. 
., . .. -' 

::~..,~ 
1 ns ,'I:_;D COLONIALIS'., DID, "OUT 0"? THE GOO:Di!ESS OF 'I'Ii2IR HEARTS" ~:.AiQ 

1 I r~oc l / 63""' 3r I 648 "':,:1 3 I 3249 MID; 

"TFtTS'ITr.:SJ-T""' ·TAS LA:. T'REFE!.N T::-IE AVOT:':.'iT OF .<\LLOTTF.D LNPJS HAS DEPLETED 

.,.....,J"f A'" O~ICIN.~ &7 ")(} AC'RES TO A :?RESENT 1.4':fl ACF.ES . A'1D; 

-_i:~RE.:\S_, J:i~ THE YEAR 19-2 7. S071:S 4, 000 AC"G'.SS 0~ TilE INDIVIDUAL INDIA::l ALLOT-

' 
't2TTS 30RDEITNG THE Y..OOTEUAI RIVER ~·TErJ~ SOLD, AGATNST THE HILL OF T-IE 

iWOT~NAI .'ATION \HTHOUT THEIR C0:1SENT, l3Y SUPE:'UNTE:mENT OE' TdE COEt.JR D'-

ALEI!:S A~";ENC'{, BYRO~! A SI-iP~.P AND THE DIST~..ICT STJ!'ERTI!TENJENT, NR. LIPPS 

or-. TIPPS, FO~ PAY~fSaT n: DIKL'lG T:-!E PJVER BAlt:..S TO FACILITATE 'E.--IE AG!UCliLTUR.I\L 

Dl:VELOP'1El.~T m· TilE P.I C:-I 30TTO!·I LWDS IN NON·· Il'T:JIA..\1 O~\T1~RSHI~ ~ ANTI; 

T~1E!'-3_P::_$_, T!.mSE A.LLOTH'!<:HTS !!EF.E ULTE,'ATELY AND NATURALLY SOLD TO THE NON· I~DIAN 

(:0'-?!i,JNITY', M~D ; 

'J3:"S..:'1EA.S = \'ITEOUT A TREATY..,. VALID 3ILL OF SALf, OR DOCU' !ENT OF TITLE TRN'~SFLR 

1?'P.0:'1 Tim :ZOIJTJ<:NAI NATimT TO THE f':>OV:::~11':E:TT 0'!;' TRE UUITE!)D STAT:ZS, TIE 

GOVERI.~.!EHT OE' !"::IE UNITED STATES A.'lilD ITS CITIZENRY ARE, I~ REALITY, AND HAVE 

AUYAYS D:'ZEN/ Tr-ESPASSERS 0;:.1 TI!E L.~DS OF T!!E KOOTENAI NA'!'IO~ WITHOUT JUST CAUSE, 

P:S?.'i!SSIO~;. 0"\ CO:TENSATION TT:IET'..EOF ~ AND· 



-;r-

"i'f'7 F..lALL v ~ AND ' 

..... ..., . . .. , 

TPr: ?DOTE?lt\I NATIO}(S FI ,.,., 1'0 T'IS:l, 1V:\'':L. !I.IlD T'~<.AP fJ11T 'l"tFIR A30RIGINAL 

AWl CO'.VICT'8D J:~~ T'iZ LOCAL ITF~RinP crrr~~s FOR E.XERCISDiG '.:"'t:!!:IF Ai10'!:.'I(.;I"{AL 

:ZOOTENAI r{ATI0:'I HAS ~!0 ~-JATER T:It;riTS. ''T"l'I::R<\L RIGHTS, OR D! ZFFFCT, E~rTIF.ELY 

"', .. •" 

, 



'.fH.EREAS, THROU"ll f'!"'ROSS NEf'!U::CT rw Tl- GOVFRN!·~NT OF THE fr.'ITED STATES, THE 

'P'RF:VIOIJS StWF.RI'TTDTDENT 'tAD ~TISTTED QtlR "PEOPLE ONLY T'JICE, Dl~I~G iUS 

'·l'l!FREAS, TIIROUnH CROSS ~7EGLECT :!3~ 'fl-!E T,W! ITED STATES QT.' A~l'ERICA TOTlARD TilE 

~{!)OTt::·'." I :rATim;, Oll'R PFOPLE !lAVE Hn HAS'~" FOP SELP-SECU!\ITY, NO WlPE, :NO 

CIVIC PRIDE, AND NO Tf10LS 01\ RESOURCES TO J:fi'LE''E:l'T TI-!F: IDEALS OF SELl<'-

D'.::TF.R'ITNATimr AS PRESCRIBED BY TilE CO'V1~R:\1~NT OF T~IE L~HTED STATES AS THE 

u'LTD!ATE CURE OF TilE ILLS OF TI{E IImiAN CO~~riD!ITY. A:TD· 

V't.ltfERf.AS, IT BEING Xmv CLEAR THROUCt! T.E E:CPANSE OF THE PAST 120 YE.c'\.RS , 

\"ERY LITTLE EVIDENCE HAS CO':·IE TO LIGHT , HHERE A::ITONE IN TilE GOVER~·!E~T 

r.N'r.D . !UCH, "!;"OR OR ABOUT 0{.;1\ PEOPLE , OR ~.f.{ERE TilE ROLE OF THE J:RVSTEESlliP 

ASStr::rm B'V TJE COilER~P-tENT OF TilE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN '3E~EFICIAL TO T.--lE 

P.EOPLE 01;' THE KOOTENAI NATIO~ TO N-TV DFGREE OF St:CCESS, 3UT ONLY PROMOTED 

DEC:FADATI0':·1, AND· 

HHEREAS , SUtr.LE OO~HNA..'TCE BY THE CXWER?i'!ENT OF THE UNITED STAT:::S. HITHOTIT 

THEIR CONSE~T TI!ROUG!-l &\~ FORH OF DOCU7!.ENTS HHATSOEVFR ENTERED I'~1TO 

f,)'ITH THE lJ.HTED STATES, HAVE 'BEDT ASSESSED TAXATION :HTHOUT REPRESEnTATION, AND 

TRE CALL Ol<' ~,.TAR ON BERALT:' 01<' THE UNITED STATES,- H'diCH r.JAS ~\THOLLY TAKEN 

FOR GRANTED, AND DID CAUSE ADDITIONAL CONDITIO~S OF SUFFERING OUR PEOPLE 

OF THE I'.OOENAI NAT:WN, AND· 
' 

~ .. THEREAS, TnROUCH PEK!'-UTTED ENCROAC'd!·ffi'JT BY TtffiiTE PEOPLE, FROH TIIE lf'diTE 

Cm1.NUNtTV' AF£AS, PT-:SIDING THTIHN OUR TRIBAL LANDS. Sic:NIFTCANT PORT])ONS 

OF OUR TRADITim1AL A:.~D RELIGIOUSLY REGARDED GROUNDS, SUC--I AS BURIAL AND 

{.frlERE CERE;'{O~HAL RITES APE PERFORi'-lED, ~<!ERE UPROOTED, DESECRATED AND 

DES TROVED , A:'lD : 

TfHEREAS, SINCE 1776, THE NON-I~DI~1 CO:~:tJ~ITY HAS ENJOYED TI-lE CONSTITUTIONAL 

RIGHTS OF LIFE, LEBERTY AND THE Pt~STTIT 0'~<' l~APPINESS, AND THAT TdEV HAD 

PRIOR ICWi·!LEDGE , A.~D F11.LL 1!:-TDERSTA!F1INr,.s OP FACTS , THAT THE KOOTENAI 

NATION DID ENJO'V SINILARILV ESTABLISHED 'RIGHTS SINCE TINE Pli!E~·!ORIAL, 

THJ\.OTJr.'riOtiT INNU}fERABLE <;ENERATinN.f, UNTIL THO:: TP!E OF UVERPOHERING 

D()~!INATION SY HIHTE SOCIETY IT\! r.E~·T'ERAL, IT IS CLEAR NOH, TI-!AT OUR PEOPLE 

SINCE 1q55, HAVE SlWFERED CONTrWOUSLY THROUGHOUT TO THIS DATE AND TINE 
' 

TtiESE A 1f1VE AFOR.E't'fENTIONED RIG' iTS, l·JTUC::rt ARE SO CONSIDERED IHPORTANT AND 

I~ALIE:~ABLE BY ALL RACIAL C0~·':1!TRHTIES T•1ROUG'r!OUT THESE UNITED STATES, ti"NDER. 

TriE CO:.!STITUTIOi:~ OF THE t'NITED STATES. 
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~rm: Ti!Er-Er.nnE, fH~ IT F.~Sf1LVE1) T'1AT, THAT K"'n'~"l='"Ji\I '~ATICW, I'l FII~~··t 

Rt:'ALI~."Tll'1:>J k'!D ~ECAl1SE 0"' ITS illHotn:: PAST 'HSTn~y, P.''"PHASIZf.:l IN 

TiltS RES0LUTION , TPr:: ''1\.:JV I'-TE0U[TU:t> S7J;-FF.RED, TriE USVK?TIO":'T OF 

T'~"E. 1'0'JP'S Ol' TEE r.(I','ER:·ri"E"iT rm 1:-IE U'HTED STATES OF A'!Et:ICA AS THE 

CON0TIF.ntrr. "11\Tin'{ . "1lt: LACK 0F r-EC0f''~!.TP1N QT:.' THf KOOTEriAI ~ATIO~S 

fF FXTRE'fE LA.'>:ITY 

n~T T!t::. PA"I\T OF' THE L~HTED STATES OF A'~FICA IN TAKINf: NOTICE OF, OR 

DISOV.:rr;r: 1'!-tF. 120 VEAR PLIGHT OF OPF PE0'?LE, THE PATIIDJ'CE, TRUST, 

~m nEACE, S!-10\r.J IW THE t.~OOTENL\1 ~IATIO:~, TO THE COVE~N:'E-l'T OF TEE 

rt!ITED STATES A~m ITS "PEOPLE 'POR Tilr:' '?AS! 201 V£ARS. THE DISTINCT 

A!1D PROFOUND LACK OF I'i~TEREST A:-:D TF.USTEESHIP S~lOUN ::W THE GOVERN­

:-:Di'T OF THE U:HTED STATES, TO~"A~D THE K00TEIIAI NATION, BE><O!\.E, Nf)T.J , 

AND FOREVER RESIDDiG rnTI!IN THE 30l"NDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

A~tE'r.ICA 4'0R TrlE PAST CENTURIES, DOES HEREBY, 3Y TIUS RESOLL'TION, 

AUTHORIZE ITS DliLY ELECTED CHEIF, CEAB!,U\?·1, A:.'\D TRIJAL COl.r.iCIL , TO 

ACT I!I T'iE SilliALT<' 0'1;' A:'!D IN THE 1:-lT'S'n,EST OF THE i.COOTENAI :1ATIOX , BY 

POSTIN~, TO T~E PFESIDENT OF THE lNITEn STATES OF AMERICA, A LETTER 

nl" !~TENT, THAT IN TIIE EITENT, THAT NEGOTIATIO~S FOR REST0'F.ATimi OF 

A Pf)RTION Of 'l'P.E ~OOTENAI l'~ATION S ABORIGINAL LANDS ARf. ~OT RETliR.!.~ED 

TO 1.-fEH, Rm THAT RESTITUTION FO'R THE D£1'LETION OF ITS NATURAL RE­

SOURCES A.1iD OTHER E)!~r;H C~PrES, TA.,.TZEN vp.m1 Nm CO~~ITTTED ON, THESE 

LANDS, IS NOT E0UITAP.LE IN A NEGOTIATED FESOLVENENT BETI·lEB{ THE 

KOOTENAI NATION A~1D THE PRESIDENT ov THE UNITED STATES OF N·!ERICA 

0~. HIS LEGAL E~·!i·!ISA~IES, THTHIN FIVE((S) DAYS OF THE POSTED TIYE , 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, THE DULY EL!:CTED TRIBAL COUNCIL OF TilE 

KOOTENAI NATIO~, IF, AFTER THE ALLOTED FIVE (S) DAYS AND NO POSITIVE 

ACTIO.i'i IS DHTL~TED IN 3ETIALF OF THE KOOTENAI ~ATIO~ 3Y THE GOVER.~­

'iE:!T OF TilE l?HTED STATES OF Al"'.ERICA, !HLL DEE" IT UECF.SSARY AND PRO?ER 

TO l{UTIATE ACTIO;~, AS IT HILL TIE Tt1E ASS 1:." !PTION or. TilE KOOTENAI 

NATIO:;r THAT THE Ul\ITED STATES or. A"ERICA THEN FELINQUi !:SHES ' ITS ?Ol-lER OF 

DO'·I:\ r! OVER THESE LANDS • IN THE -r.op•.r 0:!=' A DECLA'!\.ATimJ OF ~1 P, , ~~ !UCII 

' 
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HILL TH:;·· EXIST SET'\1EE~T THE KflOTE~JAI ~lATr"' OF BIDil\11<i, Ai'!D THE lJ~HTED 

STATI:S ~ A.-:<·fF"RICA AllfD ITS POSSESSim·7'i . 

AND '1E T FtJRTi.EF RESOLVED T.IAT , AT TilE r,;)•r.[E;;CE~!F!TT OF HOSTILITIES 

AS A SO' REIGN ~!ATION , TrlE KOOTENAI TRr''" ~HLL THEREBY ASSERT TtlEIR 

CO"'f?LfTF' SOVE~·T~INTY JY; TO l.J'IT : 

LEVV TA..XFS. 

REGULATE :.iTER!'~ATIONAL CO~IHERCF.. 

PRINT HOHt S . 

'~<'ORn A 1I L ITIA "F'O"R PROTF:CTIO>i OF ITS 
PF.OPL~ 1\:":1 THE ENFO'R.CE'fE:lT fJF ITS LP.?JS . 

DISS0Vm .ON -INDIAN Pl\OPRIETORS~IP OF 
LA.HDS/pr.rJT~r.r-:TY . 

AND R.EST .. rr; CO:-'PL'PTE AUTHORITY OVER THE 
ENTIRF C::: ("nDT OF 'TitKIR ABORl!";D~AL HOLDIN!";S . 

SIGXED: 1: Seuter.:tber 1974 

--~~- ~ __f,/Ll::_, __ 
~~ses Jose~ , Triba l hief 

A~elia Trice, Chai~Joman 

nL.:;l~b-/. 0} })4 ,.;,2 
~-rathias D-2vid, Vice-chairman 

0ocn.~ ~~---
Eileen Lm·ley, S~c~ry 

.. ~~-~ 
~racy Davb-' Council mer.~ber 

' 
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from 

T.H: [.;J)OTE~!.AI t-:ATtO~{ 0-r:' HmiA::s O"F Il1AliO 

TO 

TI£E t:o~:_rRESS A!TD TI!l?. ~R~§_I_12_E:-IT Q."':. TH;_ 

i ~1ITI.:D STATES OF A''F.FICA --- ---- - ·-----·-

AS PASSED I T'lE F.~~CLOSED FF.SOLUTION , THE KOOTDiAI NATION 

SRINr-S TO YOUR ATTE:ITimi, THE INEOl'LTIES SlfF'FERED TO T:-l.TS DAY 

AND DEP·1ING IT ~0 LONf';ER ?OSSIBLE TO SURVI'iTE UXDER TlESE CON-

DITIO"i'i, TO ~0 LON~ER ALLO\l T:.m DF.2~0t:'.ALIZATION A:m DEt:"RADA-

Timr OT:' OUR PE0°LE; TIE TdEFEFORE I:f!>LOFE YOU TO SEND YotJP, 

E~,, TI~AfiES, TO S?E!\K IN Cot!NCIL HITH OrR LEADERS, TO RESOLVE , 

PF.ACH'ULLY, OliR DIT:'FERANCES. 

FOR THIS 1.JE ARE ALLQTIXC A LAPSV 011 Tr~ OJ7 FIVE (5) DAYS . 

AT TEE E:-JD OF T.t:AT TP'Y., I"~<', mT YOUR PART, A FAILURE OF C6Yt..i 

PLLM1CE IS EVIDF."'TT, ~-lE , AS IS OUR DETER:!ITJED INTE:lT, SI:E NO 

ALTE"RNATI\.l"f. TIUT TO DECLARE A COilDITION l)r. TJAR AS EXISTING 

13ETJEE:'-I THE KOOT2YAI NATION AND THE UIHTED STATES OF A!lERICA. 

SIGNED: , 1974 

~~~~:~ 
~~lia Cutsack Trice, Chainvoman 

~~---
~1.1.thi:=ts David, Vice-Ci.1aim:2n 

' 

J 
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Kootenai R~solution 74 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 ~ 

THE K00TE~!AI l'lATION OF I::.-T::JIAXS, :KNO~!\T ~m~·i AS TR'!: KOOTI::.TAI T'f:\I:3E OF IDAHO~ 

'>IT!'ING IN OUORUl-1 AT B0~1'NEF.S FERRY, IDAG:O, ON SEPTE::D3EIX t•, AT 7:00 n.m., 1974 " -------
DOES HEFF.'3Y PASS THIS RESOLUl'ION • 

TJ'IiEFZAS, Y::lE KOOTE1TAI NATION OF n:DIA.HS !-IA\'E. :R2S'.T-DED \HTiii~'I T:-1EIR ABORIGI"Uu. 

i·1l-r8REAS, TEESB ABORIGINAL LA.NDS, AS C:.ECI~TIZ:S:l~ JY THE GOVElt'T!ill~'!'T 01<' THE 

UNITED STATES OF Al-'!ET::ICA~· DID E2·TCOEIPASS .~·! AREA IN ~·JHAT IS NOH EASTER!{ IDAHO, 

'1lESTEEN' FONTANA, AND INTO CANADA, TO AN I:0l!IVALE£IT OF mm l::ILLIOH, TI-tREE 

HUNDRED A..11.1D SIXTY EIG!-IT THOUS.AND ~TO HtR!DF-.ED EIGa'l'Y ACRES OF LMID, .A.:m 

J.JH~AS_, T:"'E GO\."TEID-rfENT OF THE UNITED STATES DID ABSOPJ3 TR.ESE LANDS AT A 

OF OUR LORD, 1B55, i.J'ITHOUT THE FEPRF.SE~ITATION, CONS"SNT, OF. KNOHLEDGE, OF THE 

KOOTENAI NATION OF IDAHO, DUE TO TilE H"AILURE, BY THEN, GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVENS, 

OF THE Tt'i:sr.T TERRITORY 6F 1·:ASEINGTON, m1ETHER INTENTIONAL, OR 'NOT, AS RIS , 
DIRECTT'lE :3~ T:"'E PRESIDENT OF TRE UNITED STATES AND COlli·::ISSimlER OF IUDIJI.}T 

AFFAIRS, r.TAS TO CO:-..TTACT ALL T!UDES AND EAl,!DS LIVI:W IN TilE AREA TO .B AFFECTED 

BY T:!IS TREATY, AND T!:US TREATY DID iiOT UJCLUDE TiiE .ABORIGINAL LANDS OF TiiE 

IDA..-qo !~OOTENAIS, A.J'iD : 

.:HEREAS, :SET:.JEEN 1855, A..'m 1894, AND AS A 'RESULT OF THE ItELLGATE TREATY, THE 

KOOTENAI NATION FIAS IN EF~CT 7HTHO!JT ANY RISHTS, PRIVILEDGES, OR LAND TO 

CALL THEIR o·n-y, ACCORDTN~ TO 'E-!E HISTORY Nm I~i EFFECT BECA:.'17: ~mTTIITIG,AND· 

:.nE"R_E_AS, AS A R.'I!:SULT OF THESE ,!IS DEEDS DY '1:':-!E C-0\I'ERr-T!:.:ENT OF TotE UNITED STATES, 

NO TREATY OR OT.:-IER DOCl.E-'ENT '·J.AS EVER ENTERED r:.·~TO '3Er.'EEN TrtE :ZOOTE:?.\!AI NATION 

!iHEREAS, · ';HT:-IOIJT TilE K.i~Olv'LEDt;E AND COiJSE~{T OF THE :::WOTENAI NATIO'T $ TilE GOVEFN -

HENT OF THE UNITED STATES DIT'' ''ASSltlE·· TRUSTEES~IIP OV'ER TI-IIS ~~ATION ;\..'!D ITS 

PEOPLE , A.."l'D: 



·rr~m::ZDS AlrD COLONLA.LIS'., DID, "OUT OF TilE GOODNESS OF TIP:IR EI.'ARTS" ;:;A.,v. 

13AS IS TF!.A'I' IT HAS £ECm_'E A F..EALTOFB NIGRY.'AI'.E . TO :'TIT: E;::A:'PLES !. 

21150 I 2~2,440,010 1 .' 1(300 l ' 63'"'' 3' I 'i4J,OO') 3 I 324S' M!D; 

"T~HSTEr.:S1HP", ··~AS LAX \'RE~E!N 1'::-l:"S A"OT~,1T Or.' ALLOTTED LMl!JS HAS !)EPLET~D 

.li'piJ~~ AX O~.IGINAL &7 "0 ACi\ES TO A ::>Fl:(>E:·rT J. ,4"0 ACPES . ~!D; 

t.:IY:;~RE.\S, I~ T:-!E YEAR 19-27, SO:JE 4,000 ACRZS 0::? THE Il<IDIVIDUAL I::TDI~l ALLOT · , 
:rENTS ~O:WE:?.ING THE KOO'l.'ENAI RIVI"R "!ERE SOL::>, AGP..IliST T.!E HILL OF TIE 

i.:OOT:E~AI NATIOU HITilmJT T'dEIR Cm1SE!'TT, BY SUPERINTE:W3NT 0~ TiiE COEUR u'-

ALENE AGEN~, BYRON A SHAR'P AND Tim DISTnCT S'LT'!'ERL'TT~IDENT, :1R. LIPPS 

Or' ':IPPS, FOR PAY~1EHT IN Dii~UTG T:·IE RIVER BANKS TO FACILITATE Tim AGRICULTur-....<\1. 

DEVBLOP'~NT 0~ TilE RIC:I BOTTfT·.: L.\i.'JDS I?-1 NON-INDIAN O~·JN'EF.SHIP, A:.."fD; 

HHE!'...E_AS, Ti.{ESE ALLOT-~:TS ~mRE ULTI::ATELY AND NATL"FALL~ SOLD '!'0 THE NON -I~DI.AU 

co·"' fUlUTY, A!ID; 

r.J'li'EJ.EAS_, T..JITHOur A T;'.EATY.,r VALID :BILL 0":' SALE, OR DOCIT!ENT OF TITLE TI'-.A'~SFim 

COVERm·!ENT OP THE maTED STATES AND ITS CITIZ!::N.RY A....~, I!-i REALITY, MTD HAVE 

ALT·rAYS DEt~l1 TRESPASSEF.S 0~ THE LANDS OP 'JSE KOOTENAI ~TATIO~ WITEOUT JUST CAUSE, 

n:;::-• fiSSim;. OR CO:{f?ENSATION T!IEREOF. AND· 



TfC'R'!:AS, TT::: :COOTI::t\I -~ATIO:·; F!:.:!:LS TiAT A Tf.EATY A:T· A tt .... n 'lASE S,-i')lJ"l.D 

o/ rr.:q~c.-As. TI1'S A't'':A SOLICT.TOP'S ')PINION: ~EI:V' NEI'::ATIVF., IN REGA!tDS TO 

TFE !,.')O'ffi:·-JAI NATIOt-( S FIGii,., TO FIS~l, ?.T.Jl''7, AND TRAP O~J THEIR ABORIGINAL 

·rPr:F.EA?_,_ Smffi OF OFR KOOTENAI rmi&"J PBOPLE HAVE BEE~{ ARr-.ESTED. TT'.J:F.D 

AlW COr\7ICTED I~T 'f:'IE LOCAL IT!!~RIOR COTJR'!'S FOR EXERCISDTG THEIF A_.-q:J~IGI'IAL 

RI'}JTS IN TliiS P2r.ARD, AND: 

TJilf.f..EA!:::, T"i3 GOVE.F!·:'·lEHT OF TIE U:HT!:D STATES ~i.AI~TAI:JS T.ilAT Ti!E - , 
l(O!"lTEHAI NATION BAS HO 'Y7ATER RI'mTS, ·-mmMt RIGHTS, OR I7'r i::FFECT, i:mTIRELY 

Nf) '1\IG:S:TS •,m.~-\TSOEVER OTimR. TEA:~ T:lOSS D1POSBD UPO:'f TI!EN JY Tiill GOVERN~!E~TT, 

m-IEREAS , IT IS A KNO'Jil T<'ACT. THAT A SIGXIFICANT F.EDUCTT.m; OF REGKJEFATI 

3IF.T~l<; ·r::r...s R~CORDE!1 FO"i. A CO'J?LBTE GZNERATION, CONTRARY TO ALL T:--IT LA'-JS 

0,... NATU:lli, A..'iD ALL OTHER P0PULATT07~S ·uTIIIU CIVILIZE!> •-mRLD, A.'IID TI!AT 

T:rtWC'~I CROSS !\EGLF'ENC:: 0;;' T:rE TRUSTE::s;n'l? OTi TIE IDTITED STATES OF .A:'fERICA, 

rr<-!rFE~S. TI R.0UG!1 ':;FOSS ~-TEGL!GE~1'CE 017 Ti!E TRUSTEESIHP ~.ESPOi'-ISI'HLITY BY 

T!:' GO~lERr'''E!·:T Oli' 'F'm ·IJ'HTED STATES TOllARD TIE KOOTENAI NATIO!L OUF PEOPLE 

• rF:FF ":'QF.CED ·INTO COAL ITIO'l: A.'Il~ L'Ef;AL om~RPO\'lEF')!ENT i3Y TIIE STATE OF IDN-10, 



·mEREAS, TiiROUr;H rl\OSS ~TE<'LECT BV THE GOV~RN'•!F.NT OP THE UNITED STATES, THE 

urt::VI'1t;S Sl;"'PFRI~Tt::-.mENT HAD ~TISTTE.D ot'R "PEOPLE O~TLV T'HCE,. D!TRI~~G fUS 

EI<'1lT Y~~AR TENURE 0F Q"1'1;'ICF, 'F'O~ A T0TAL OF 3 flN'iTES, AND· 

r.n!'F'REA<; , THROUGH Cl\0SS m:GLF.CT !W TIE UNITED STATES 01<" A'!ERICA TOHARD Tl!E 

XOOTT-:'•TAI 'JATION, OUR PEOPLE 'IA\TE Nf''l RASF. For. SEL't'-SECUt\ITY, ~!0 HnPE, )lf') 

CHT!C PF.IDE, MID NO T00LS Ot:: RESOT_!RCES TO PfPLE''ENT TP.~ IDEALS OF SELF­

D'STER'ITNATION AS P!\ESCRIBED BY THE GO't,lERNVENT OF T~m t~IITED STATES AS THE 

ULTHfAT;: CURE OP' Td.E ILLS OF THE IHDIAN CO"~"~ITY. A~D • 

.vinmirnAS , IT l3EING XmJ CLEAR TFIROUGH THE E:-:PA:-ISE OF TilE 0 AST 120 YEARS, 

'VERY LITTLE EVIDEXCE HAS Cm·!E TO LIGHT, 1-THERE A!-lYONE n~ TilE GOVERm·1ENT 

CARFP. :mc;:-1_, FOR OF AtlOt"T OUR PZO'PLE , OB. rvHERE TirE ROLE OF TI-IE TR'GSTEES~IIP 

ASSL'l<lED BY THE GOVER~T?!.ENT OF TilE UNITED STATES i:lAS BEEN 3ENETICIAL TO THE 

PEOPLE 01<" T.iE KOOTENAI NATIO~ TO A"i:rv nr.:GREE O't' St"CCESS, 3UT ONLY PRO'\'.!OTED 

DEGRADATI0:'I, AND· 

VI-iEREAS , SINGLE DOHH!AL~CE BY T.:>IE nmTERl'T'tENT OF THE UNITED STATE:S:, ~HTHOTiT 

THEIB CONSENT THROPnH M"Y 'FOR~-f OF DOCmrENTS HHATSOEVF~ ENTERED INTO 

rvi'Til THE UNITED STATES, HAVE BEDT ASSESSED TAXATION rHTROL'T F.E'PRESEt~TATIO~J, A!'!D 

m-IEREAS ~ ABLE YOtiNG HEN OF THE KOOTE:NAT :~ATION DID, AND HAVE .AUSWERED 

TI-iE CALL Oh' r..JAR ON BEHALl=' OF THE mUTED STATES, t·HUCH HAS ~mOLLY TAF'..EN 

FOR GRANTED, A~D DID CAUSE ADDITIONAL CONl)ITIONS OF SUFFERING OUR PEOPLE 

OF THE I.OOEr~AI NATT,.O~r, AND· 

1-rHEREAS , THROUG!i PEF.!-iiTTED ENCROAC'rl:!E'TT 3Y ~HITE PEOPLE, FRm! THE HniTE 

Cm1HUNtTV AREAS, 'PfSIDING HITHIN OUR TRIBAL LANDS, SIGNIFrCANT PORTllONS 

O'F' OUR TF.ADITIO~lAL A.:.~D RELIGIOUSLY REGARDED GROUNDS, SVCH AS SURIAL Aim 

rmERE CERE~10~IIAL RITES ARE PERFOF • ...'tED . WEFE UPROOTED, DESECRATED AND 

DES TROVED, AND ; 

r.f..IEREAS , SINCE 177 ~ . 'T.'HE NON-I~DIA.'~ CO'f''l.~ITY HAS ENJOYED TI-IE COXSTITUTIONAL 

RI~tTS OF LIVE, LE'3ERTY AND THE• PURSUIT 01=' rtAPPINESS, A.\TD 'rtiAT THEV HAD 

PRIOR l~WT·TLEDnE, .fu\;D l='ULL t~DEFSTANDINr-S OF FACTS, THAT T:iE KOOTE::.:rAI 

NATT07J DID E!!JOY srn:LARILV ESTABLISHED "T;'Ir:tfTS SI~~CE TIHE I':IE'10F.IAL, 

TH}:'nT.!GHOUT l!ll'Nt.r-fERABT~E nENERATION$1 UNTIL THT-: TEIE OF OVERPO:~ERDTr. 

Dm- 1INATTO~ SY lffiiTE S0CIETY I'\ GE~~ERAL, IT IS CLEAR !-~OH, THAT OUR PEOP!..E 

Sil'!CE 1~55, :~AVE SWFEREn CONTINUOUSLY THROUCiHOUT TO TL-iiS DATE A~D TPffi, 

THESF. A10VE A'F'OREYE~~TIOXED RIGHTS, '·JHICH ARE SO CONSIDr;:RED HIPORTANT AND 

INALIE~-iABLE BY ALL RACIAL C0'"f'£J:::ITIES THROUGHOUT THESE mnTED STATES, t:"NDER 

THE CO~·!STITUTION OF THE l~HTED STATES . 

, 



. )-

'HH TEET-'E,..nRE, BE IT F.~S0LVET:I T'1AT, THAT zrv·,T-::-~rt\1 '~ATIO~ , I'J PIR:f 

R~ALIZATION A..'m ~~CACSE or. ITS tr.HOTJF: PAST HISTO~Y, E"P-{ASIZFD P~ 

TillS RES0LUTION, TI'.E ?,f~JV P!E0l.TT.TIE~ STIFFER , TrlE USlJRPTION or. 

TPE PC1l-1F.RS nr 'I'l!E r.ovEF:·r."ENT or. T:U. L ii'T'f.D STATES OF A'fE~ICA AS TilE 

CON0UEPPffi NATI0'\1'. THE LI\.CK rw RECOC:?-HTim~ OF THE KOOTEi·!AI :!ATIO~S 

~Ir.I~TS AS A SOVI:F.!::If'::'-T NATIQ~I rnTIUN A 'IATT'l~J, THE EXTRE'!E LAXITV 

ON TilE PI\.1\T OF THE C~aTED STATES OF .A'~FICA IN TAKING NQTICE OF , ()R 

DISnv:n:~r. T.lE 120 ~EAJ~ PLIGHT ()t:' Ol"R PEOPLE, TilE PATIE:'-TCE, TRUST , 

ANT' PEACE , S!:I0:-7:·: BY THE KOOTENAI NATIO~·I, TO THE GO\'ER:-f.~NT OF THE 

UNITED STATES .'0~D ITS PEOPLE 'F'OR TiiE "AST 200 VIARS. THE DISTIHCT 

A!1D PROFOUND LACC OF INTEREST ~m TF.USTEESI!IP SHOtJN BY THE GOVEF.~I­

HE:IT OF THE L"!HTED STATES, Tm~ARD THE KOOTENAI NATION, BEFORE, NfJ\1 , 

AND FO'I\.EVER RESIDI~W ~JITHIN TdE 30lr:IDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES Of' 

M·$RICA FOR THE PAST CENTL~IES, DOES HEREBY , BY THIS RESOLUTION, 

AUTHORIZE ITS DULY ELECTED CHElF, CHAIRIL-\J,, k'iD TRIBAL COUNCIL, TO 

ACT I-N-THE--B-EH-ALF- OF .\?lD-I-N-'rHr "":'11'~~-F.~- OR THR KO!lTF.NAI-NATt,.,.o~N.,.,-'B~Y~----­

'POSTDlG, TO TEE PRESIDENT OF THE l~TITED STATES OF ANERICA, A LETTER 

OF INTENT, THAT IN TilE EVENT, THAT NEGOTIATIONS FOR RESTO'RATimi OF 

A PORTION OF TP.E KOOTENAI NATION'S ABORIGINAL LAJIDS ARE ~OT RETUR}lED 

TO THEtr , A:m THAT RESTITUTION FOR THE DEPLETION OF ITS NATURAL RE­

SOURCES A.~D OTHER E}i:r;rr CRI~S, TAKEN 'FRO~r A..liD CmNITTED ON, THESE 

LANDS, IS NOT EQUITABLE IN A NEGOTIATED RESOL~ITMENT BETilEEN THE 

KOOTENAI NATION AND THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OF AHERICJ\. 

OR HIS LEGAL E~!i!ISA~IES, ~HTHIN FIVE( (5) DAYS OF .THE POSTED TIYE , 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT. THE DULY EL~CTED TRIBAL COUNCIL Of' 'f!IE 

KOOTENAI NATIO':{, IF, AFTER THE ALLOTED FIVE (5) DAYS A..~D NO POSITIVE 

ACTION IS INITIATED IN 3EHALF OF THE KOOTENAI NATIO~ :SY THE GOVE~~­

!·!E~JT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AI·rERICA, lHLL DEE~f IT ?iECESSARY AND PRO?ER 

TO INITIATE ACTIO~, AS IT ~.JILL '3E THE ASS'Wt!'TIO~ or. TilE KOOTENAI 

NATION THAT T.lE UNITED STATES nr. A'fERICA THEN RELlr{QUlrSRES ITS ""01fER OF 

J)I1~~.\I~! OVER THESE LA~ms, IN T.:!E POf'.'>' OF A DECLARATION OF HAR , ~J:HCll 

' 



6-

!JILL THEN E}:IST 3ET"-.!EE::-T THE KOOTE'TAI NATHW OF T'F'T '·~c:;, A -:D THE •. 'TLTED 

STATES OF ANF:RIC.A. AND ITS POSSESSIO •c:; . 

AND '1E IT r."lJRTPER RESOLVED T:IAT, AT THE CO'"·rENCE~".. 0'~" 1iOSTILtr£FS 

AS A SOVEREIGN NAT10N , 'r.-tE KOOTENAI TRI3E WILL Tl r • 13Y .ASSERT Ti 'IR 

CCJ"f!'LF.:TE SOVE~N!:INTY 3Y ; TO HIT : 

LEVV TAXES. 

~EGl~ATE INTER.NATIO'"AL CO~"fERCF.. 

FOR~f A :riLIT1A FO~ nroTF.:CTI0:-1 OF TTS 
Pf:O"'LF. A:m THE ENFf/~CE'!~T flF ITS LN-!S . 

DISSOL~m ~WN -DIDIA P>\Ol?RIETORSHin OF 

LANDS/PFOPf-RT"' . 

AND RFSl"tE co;-.cpLFT?. ;\UTHO'RITY mr;::~ THE 
£1'-TTI~F SCOPE OF T.-mt~ A,'t30:RIGINAL ·~OLDINGS . 

SIG~ED · ___ .....;197!.. 

~~--;:y~~-
'foses Joscp"l Tri bal thj ef 

knelia Trice, Chain10-n.an 

~'.· o> j)A,.;.,.p 
'fathias David, Vice-chairman 

~~-/S_~--
··~ary r~ 'tJ' Council ~-.:.;;:ther 

, 
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BUREAU OF INDIAN APFAIBS 
1951 CORBTITUTION AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245 

K00-00/5/3500/0l/716l/23N 

Ron Eaquerra 

AMILIA CUTSACK 'l'lltCE 
CHAIIWCifAN 
KOOTENAI TB.D! 01 IJWlO 
P.o. BOX. 1002 
BONNERS FElUtY, IDA.BO 83805 

9/lt/74 
X 

THIS IS IN l!'Ul'l'HD l&13PONSE TO YOUR LITl'D. OP S!Pr.EMBD 11, 1974, 

FC&WUDING U80LUT!Oit RO. 74. 

S. 634 TltANil'ERJlDTG '.NO TIA.C'll or lAND TO'lALDG U.5 ACRES IN DUST 

rat THE KOOTEMI 'n!BE HAS BEEN PASSED IY THE SENATE OH MAY U, 

1974. THE BUB.EAU OF INDIAN Al'PAIR.S TIITDIED IN SUPP<at 01 TBB Btu. 

<l:f JANt1.AllY ~. 1174, Dl Till IINATE All> Olf AftiL 8, 1974, IN THE 

HOUSE. THE BILL WAS PAVOI.ULY I.EP<IlTID BY THB HOUSE IN'rElliOil 

COMMlrt!I!! ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1974, A1fD IS EXPECTED TO PASS THE HOUSE 

BY UNANIMOUS CONBDT BY OCTOBER. 1, 1974. APl'ltOVAL BY TH1 PRISIDINT 

SHOOIJ> FOLJ.JJ!tl ArftQxiMA.TBLY ONE WEEK UTD. I WOULD URGE 'niAT 

NOTHING BE DONE TO JIOPARDIZE PASSAGE 01 THIS BUJ.. IN ADDITION ON 

8El"l'ZMBD 19, 1974, THE Pcm.TIAHD AlBA OPPICE HAS ACCEPTED nTLE P'Oit 

THE UNITED STATES G<JilllUCM!NT AND PlACED IN Ta.UST ON BEHAIJI' 01 THE 

1 3 

' 



C&'!IICI.IC 

amacu. 

c.riCI, IT IS DADJLY 

IES. ACCDIDDm.Y I V! 

DCt£D 'lBE l"UIO:Lt!UW AltiA DIUC!m, 'ft.lllr.IS B1l.ISCO! TO Mlft WI'l'll 

ou WEilii!SMY, EPrEHID 25, 1974, 

' 

IT IS OOk rrlDI r 

Ull BY ftJEIAJ. 

3 



ll!SOLVEMEN'l' OF THE ISSUBS All> PllOBLEMS IAISID IH YOOR SEP'l'IMBD 11, 

1974. UTr:Eil. 

. (Sgdt, Motr:is Thompson 
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ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

Five Kootenai Indians opened their tribes' so-called "War against 

the U.S." today with informational pickets along the side of U.S. 95. 

They were ignored by most motorists. 

The 67-member tribe, seeking part of 1. 6 million acres of 

ancestral land and its first treaty with the U.S. government, set 

up the picket line about 3 miles north of town. More than 40 state 

policemen, who arrived here in a convoy of 34 patrol cars late 

Thursday, fanned out around the area to keep the highway clear. 

One picketer carried a sign further down the road read "Entering 

Kootenai nation, tool 10 ¢". No attempt was being made to stop 

vehicles forcibly. 

The first motorist who came across the pickets paid the 10¢ toll 

requested by the Indians, but the second, in a logging truck, laughed 

and drove on. 

It wasn't until about 20 more vehicles including three police 

cruisers, had passed that the Indians collected another toll. 

In their bid to regain land in Idaho and Montana that they say the 

, 
roadblocks on the regions four major roadways. 

1319 PED 



ASSOCIATED PRESS No. 7 

Idaho State Police, hoping to prevent Hat Kootenai Indians are 

calling their 11 War against the U.S. 11 fanned out today to keep 

highways clear of any roadblocks. 

Leaders of the 67-member Northern Idaho tribe had threatened 

earlier to errect roadblocks on the region's four major roadways 

in an effort to secure at least part of 1. 6 million acres in Idaho 

and Montana tha ~ they lost in 1855. 

The police arrived in a convoy of 34 cruisers Thursday night. 

and were dispersed throughout the area this morning. 

State and local law enforcement agencies said they would 

arrest anyone manningx a roadblock and Governors of both States 

told the tribe to take its case to the courts. 

9-20-74 13:20 EDT 
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KNOW YE ALL THAT ON THIS _DAY, 20 S'¥k""' 
1974, AT J d; Qj J .H., A STATE OF HAR NOW 

EXISTS BETWEEN THE KOOTENAI NATION OF INDIANS AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

BY OUR COUNCIL'S HAND: 

'ltl~C)t~ 
MOSES JOSEPH, Tribal Chief 

AiLIATRiCE, fflbal. Chaf~an 

~~f)._.. ,I 
~!AS DAVID, Tribal Vice-Chairman 

AND ALL ENROLLED MEMBERS OF THE KOOTENAI NATION. 

' 




