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Digitized from Box 9 of the Norman E. Ross Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 26, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: MORRIS THOMPSON
STAN POTTINGER
JOHN CARLSON
KENT FRIZZELL
WALLACE JOHNSON
FRANK ZARB
BEN HOLMAN

SUBJECT: Declaration of War from
the Kootenais

The attached communication was received in my office at 3:30 p.m.
today.

As some of you know, I had a long and, I would say, generally
friendly talk with Ms. Trice Monday or Tuesday night of this

week and tried very hard to persuade her to take up Commissioner
Thompson's offer of a breakfast meeting with her and her
colleagues in Spokane next Monday morning (he will be there
anyway for another meeting). She seemed quite reluctant --
trying to get Morrie or me to come to Bonner's Ferry instead.

So far, that is where things stand. Morrie and I both continue

to be opposed to the idea of either his or my running out on the
scene of every such threatened or al confrogptytion,

oo

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr.



Brad:

Morrie Thompson's office called with a responee to Amelia Cutsack

4he BIA U.S. Department of the Interior is now in the process of

the September llth letter to the President of the U.S. of America. /nf’a"

*

. Thelhite-Heuse has asked us to respend-to-youT commantTation
[ty 35, T udy
Jﬁ currently reviewing S with-dwterrtitonsof
wmmmﬁibmle_mo the Commissiewer: a.ud( W‘w

THEY WOULD LIKE YOUR REACTION TO THE ABOVE,

Linda

P.S. Tom Oxendine called and said that there was going to be
a meeting held in BIA at 2:00 to discuss the problem. Please

call him or Morrie Thompson.

)

/
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MEM: RANDUM

OF CALL g
i I
YOU WERE CALLED“B’Y— by D YOU WERE VISITED BY—

. f
OF (Organizatidn) ﬁ-
%PLEASE caLL ——3 RHONE NO- ‘32 2- ﬂ 2‘?
[J wiLL cALL AGAIN [] 1s WAITING TO SEE YO

[C] RETURNED YOUR CALL [[] WiSHES AN APPOINTMENT
MESSAGE '

Lot 5 Zrreorzen-
. WhHR.

RECEIVED BY DATE TIME
/
7./07 |¥'27
STAND 63 Hu. 8. GPO: 1972 - 472-749 63-108

REVISED AUGUST 1967
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 14,1974
Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs

AN ACT

To declare that certain federally owned lands shall be held by
the United States in trust for the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho,
and for other purposes.

[

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That, subject to valid existing rights, all of thé right, title,
and interest of the United States in the folléwing described
tracts of land, and the improvements thereon, that were
acquired and that are now administered by the Secretary
of the Interior for the benefit of the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho,

are hereby declared to be held by the United States in trust

© W a3 O Ot = W N

for said tribe:

! N B h;u -
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11
12
13
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TrAcT NUMBERED 1. Part of lot 3 in section 20, town-
ship 62 north, range 1 east, Boise meridian, Boundary
County, Idaho, described as follows: Beginning at a point
20 rods south and 20 rods west of the northeast corner of
lot 3, section 20, thence west 20 rods, thence south 20 rods,
thence east 20 rods, thence north 20 rods to place of begin-
ning, containing 2.50 acres, more or less.

TracT NUMBERED 2. That part of lot numbered 3 in
section 20, township 62 north, range 1 east, Boise meridian,
Boundary COI‘mty, Idaho, described as follows: Beginning at
a point 20 rods south of the northeast corner of lot 3, thence
west 20 rods, thence south 20 rods, thence west 10 rods,
thence south 40 rods, thence east. 30 rods, thence north 60
rods, to place of beginning, containing 10.00 acres, more or
less.

SEc. 2. The above-described property shall be adminis-

tered in accordance with the laws and regulations applicable

to Indian tribal trust property.

SEC. 3. The Indian Claims Commission is directed to
determine in accordance with the provisions of the Act of

August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1050) , the extent to which value

3

1 of the title conveyed should or should not be set off against

2 any claim against the United States determined by the

3 Commission.

Passed the Senate May 13, 1974.

Attest:

FRANCIS R. VALEO,

Secretary.
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AN ACT

To declare that certain federally owned lands
shall be held by the United States in trust
for the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, and for
other purposes.

May 14,1974

Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs
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Sepiewber 16, 1974

MEMCRANDUM FOR: COMMISSIONER MCRRIS THOMPSON
SUBJECT:

Confirming cur conversstion of last night, you will be in tonch
with Mr. Briscos aad prepare sad sign & respense to the
Kootenal Nation letter (the evigianl incoming, which I received
saly yesterday, is sttached). 1 will be & respense which recites
the pesitive things which sre happeniag (o.g. re §. 634, the
Churech land enchange, stc.) which deals with as many of their
questione as is pessibie, and whish desiganties an appreprists
BIA efficial as & soninet point (ov the Keotenals te talk with.

It will alse be in telographic form to veach Bosmer's Favvy

befere Friday aight.

Bradiey H., Pattersena, Jr.

ss: Framh Zarh
Jehn Carisen




LETTER _OF TNTETT

from

THE KODTENAT YATION OF INDIATS OF TDAIO

TO
THE CONCRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THEL

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SIRS:

AS PASSED IN THE ENCLOSED RESOLUTION, THE XOOTENAL NATION
ARINGS TO YOUR ATTENTION, THE INEOUTITIES SUFFERED TO THIS DAY
AND DEEMING IT NO LONCER POSSIBLE TO SURVIVE UNDER THESE CON-
DITIONS, TO NO LONGER ALLOW THE DEORALIZATION ARD DECFADA-
TION OF OUR PENPLE; WE THEREFOQRE IMPLORE YO_U TO SEND YOUR
EMMISARIES, TO SPEAX IN COUNCIL WITH OUR LEADERS, TO RESOLVE,
PEACFFULLY, OUR DIFFERAMNCES.

FOR TilIS WF_. ART ALLQTING A LAPSE OF TIME OF FIVE (5) DAYS.
AT THE END OF THAT TIME, IF, OM YOUR PART, A FAILURE OF coM~Y

PLIANCE IS EVIDENT. WE, AS IS OUR DETLEEMINED INTENT, SEE XNO

ALTERNATIVE DUT T DECLARE A UTTDITION 07 WAR AS EXISTIRG™

BETVJEEN THE XOOTENAIL NATION AND TEE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

_ SIGHED: 11 September , 1974
: Hoses Joseph, ;r::f.bal| Chief

Amelia Cutsack Trice, Chairwoman

- oD

Mathias David, Vice-Chairman

o
( ) L:S_,m.._tyai

& Qe ‘
Eileen Lowley, S thary

Hary Eavid 5

ribal Council Member




Kootenai Resolution 74

THE XOOTEMAI NATIOM OF INDIANS, FNOUN MO'W AS THE KOOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO,

SITTING IN QUORUM AT ROMMERS FERRY, IDAMO, ‘OE SEPTEBER 4, AT 7:00 n.m., 1974

DOES TEREBY PASS THIS RESOLUTION:

TIRRZAS, THAE XOOTENATL NATION OF ITDIANS DAVE RESIDED WITHIN TEELIR ABORIZINAL
AFEA SINCE TI!NE IMEORIAL, AND:

WALRTAS, THEST ABORIGINAL LANDS, AS RECIGNIZED BY THE GOVERMIEENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF MERTCA, DID ENCOMPASS AN ARFA IN WHAT IS NOW EASTERI IDAHO,
WESTERN MONTANA, AND INTO CANADA, TO AN EOULVALENT OF OME MILLIOH, THREE
HUNDRED AND SIXTY EIGHT THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED EIGATY ACRES OF LAND, AND:
WHEREAS, THE COVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES DID ABSORB THESE LANMPS AT A
MEETING HELD IN HELLCGATRE, MONTANA, I2IOWN AS THE NRLLCATE TREATY, IN TAE YEAR
OF OUR LOED, 1855, WITHOUT THE REPRESENTATION, CONSENT, OR KNOWLEDGE, OF THE

KOOTEMAT NATION OF IDAHO, DUE TO THE FAILURE, BY THEN, GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVENS,

OF THAE TAEN TERRITORY OF WASHINGTOW, 'WIETHER INTENTIONAL, OR NOT, AS HIS 77 [+ .I°°

DIRECTTIVE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND COIRISSTOHMER OF INDIAN
AFTATRS, WAS TO CONTACT ALL TRIBES AND BANDS LIVING IN THE AREA TO B ' AFFECTED
BY TAIS TREATY, AND THIS TREATY DID ilOT INCLUDE THE ABORIGINAL LANDS OF THE
IDAS0 KONTENATIS, ANWD;

"HEREAS, SETWEEN 1855, AND 1894, AWD AS A RESULT OF THE HELLGATE TREATY, THE
KOOTENATI NATION WAS IN EFFECT WITHOUT ANY RIGHTS, PRIVILEDGES, OR LAMD TO

CALL THEIR O''M, ACCORDING TO THE HISTORY AMND IN EFFECT BECAMF. NOTZINZ, AND:
YARREAS, AS A FESULT OF THESE MISDREEDS BY THE COVERMMENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

ERED TIITO BETWEEN TAE XOOTENAT NATION

=3

NO TREATY OR OTHER DOCWLENT WAS EVER EN
£ TAE COVERTENT OF THE UMITED STATEZ, AND:

THEREAS,  WITHOUT TAZ "NMOWLEDZE AND CONSENT OF THE XOOTENAI NATIOY, THE GOVEEN -
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES DID A3SSUT" TRUSTEESHIP OVER THIS NATION ANMD ITS

PEOPLE, AND:




TETPEAS T OOTENAT NATION, AS A TECOGNIZID SAVNRERION HATION NITIIN A
TATTAN | DOTS OPETATE IORR A COVETITUTTON ANG DV LTS ADOPTED TV TED
“NOTEVAT SATION AT TOMITR FERTV, TDAHO ON APRTL 10, 1047 ATD APPROVID BY
ACTING COTTISSIONER N7 TYDIAN ATTATRS, WILLTAY ZTEESAN TN CIICAGO,
ILLINOIS OF JUNE 15, 1947, AND;-

"TIRRTAS. TV TUE YEAR , THE GOVERIENT OF THR LNITED STATES, APTIAR A
TI'F LAPST APTER 40 YEARS, SINCE THE ABSOTSTION OF THE ZOOTTNAL NATION'S
LAMDS AND APPARINTLY RZALIZING. IN A SIALL DEGREF, THE AUMILITY OF THISE
"TSDETDS AND COLONIALISY, DID, "OUT O7 THE GOODHESS OF THEIR HEARTS"™ HAYE
I.DLVICUAL ALLOTIZNTS, TO WHAT A3 LIFT OF TVE FOOTSNAL NATIONS OV LANDS
OF APPROTIVATTLY 80 ACRES PER FAILY, WAICH, °7F SAE, IS ONLY ONE HALT
A AN ALLOTENT UNDER THE . HOMESTEAD ACT IN FEZGARD TO THE NON-INDIAYN COM-
UNITY, AYD

“HAREAS, THEST ALLOTENTS HAVE BECOME SO FRACTIOQNATED ON AN INTZENATIONAL

BASIS TEAT IT HAS BECOUE A REALTORS NIGHTIARE, TO WIT: EXAPLESE

ind

21

}-‘
‘-»i

/ 232,440,000 1 /1200 1/ 6300 30 / 648,000 3 [ 3245 ' Amp;

TTITTTAS  THROUGH-TRE- TR ING VEARL IS, COVF RN TN T Q. TAN _INTTED. STATES

"TRUSTERSFIRY, WAS LAY THERETN THT AMOTNT OF ALLOTTED LAMDS HAS DEPLETED

TR AN ORTCINAL &7,070 ACRES TO A PRESENT 1,400 ACRES. AND;

THEREAS, TN THE YEAR 1927, SOUT 4,000 ACFES OF THE IWDIVIDUAL INDIAY ALLOT-
“ENTS BORDERING THE ¥OOTENAI RIVER WERE SOLD, AGAINST THE WILL OF THR

KOOTENAT MATION WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT, BY SUPERINTENDENT OF THE COEUR D'-
ALENT AGENCY, BYRON A SHARP AND THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, MR. LIPPS

OR TIPPS, FOR PAYMEZWT IN DIKING THE RIVER BANKS TO FACILITATE THE AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOP'®NT OF THE RICH BOTTOX LANDS IN NON-INDIAN OWNEESHIP, AND;

r:_}_g:p;s_ ,THESE ALLOTMENTS WERE ULTIMATELY AND NATURALLY SOLD TO THE NON-INDIAN
COUNITY, AND;

YHEREAS, WITEOUT A TREATY, VALID 3ILL OF SALF, OR DOCWMENT OF TITLE TRANSFER
FROM THT XOOTENAL NATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITEDD STATZS, THE
GOVERMMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS CITIZERRY ARE, IN REALITY, AND HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN, TRESPASSERS OV THE LANDS OF THE KOOTENAL NATION WITHOUT JUST CAUSE,

PERMISAION, OR COMPENRSATION THERECF, AND;




-

VIIRREA3, THROUGH THE INDIAN. CLATY CONIESINN. DOCKET NO. 152 OF 1S9R2,

A S0 CALLED SETTLEIENT TAS "fADE TO0 THE XOOTENATI HATION IN TEt A'OUNT OF
TEIRTY-STIX CENTS ($ .3%) PER ACRE, AND

WHERNAS, THE XOOTFNAL WATION WEELS TUAT, IN LIZU OF THT YILLINNS OF
DOLLATS I@ RESOURCES TAREN FRO** THE LAND, A SETTLEIZENT, MORE ENUITABLE TO

THE FEAL VALUL OF THE LAND SHOULD BAVE B0FY YADE AT THEAT TIE, AND:
TIEREAS | THE T:OQTEIEALI RATION FEELS TIAT A TREATY AllD A LARD 3ZASE SH9ULD

IAVEZ BUEN NECOTIATED AND LESTABLISIED AT TUAT TINE TO FORMALTZE RELIROULSH-

MENT OF THE A3SOR3ED LANDG OF THE WOOTRVAL WATIN, AND:

MEREAS - THE SO0TENATL : NATTON &S UFVTR FELINOUISEED TR R -HUNTING, FIGEIEG,
OR TRAPPING RIGATS, ELITHET BY EXPRESEED DESIRE, OR CONSENT, WRITTER OR

VEZRZALLY, AND;

THERZAS, THE AREA SOLICITOR'S OPINION, SRING NECATIVE, IE«T. REGARDS TO

THE #ZOOTENAL NATION'S RIGHT TO FISH, AUNT, AND TRAP ON THEIR A30ORIGINAL
CROUNDS, DELETES THEIR LIFE STYLE AND AVATLABILITY OF Z‘TATL?AI;. HATIVE
TOONS ., AND:

WHEREAS, SOME OF OUR KOOTENAL INDIAN PEOPLE "AVZ EEEN ARRESTED, TRIED

AND CORMVICTED IX T3E LOCAL INTFERINR COURTS FOR EXERCISING THEIR ABORILGINAL
RIGITS IN THIS REGARD, AND: |

"HEREAS, THE GOVZENMENT OF TAC UNITED STATES MAINTATNS THAT THE

KOOTENAT NATION HAS HO WATER RIGHTS, “INERAL RIGHTS, OR IN EFFECT, ENTIRELY
MO RIGHTS WHATSORVEER OTHLR THAN THOSE IVPOSED UPON TREM 3V THE GOVERNMENT,
AMD:

HEREAS, IT IS A THOWN TACT THAT A SIGNIFICANT EEDUCTION OF REGENERATE
BIRTHS JERE RECORDED FOR A COYPLETE CENERATION, CONTRARY TQ ALL THE LAWS -
O™ NATURE, AND ALL OTHER POPULATTONS WITHIN THE CIVILIZED WORLD, AND THAT
TEROUEH CGROSS NIEGLIGENCE OF TIE TFUSTEES'IID OF TIE UNITED STATES OF AI'CRICA,
AN TIVESTIGATION AS [TADE AS TO THE ?EASOHS WiY, AdD;

WHEREAS, THROUZ SROSS YMECLIGENCE OW THE TRUSTEESHIP RESPOUSTSILITY BY

THE COVERNMENT OF BIZ- UWITER STATES TOUARD THE KOOTENAL NATION, OUF PEOPLE
TERE. FORCED INTO COALITION ANT' LEGAL OVERPOYLRMENT 3Y THE STATE OF IDAHO,

AND:




WHEREAS, THROUCH GROSS NECLECT BV THE COVERNVENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE
PREVINUS SUPERINTENDENT HAD VISTTED OUR PEOPLE ONLY TVICE, DURING HIS
FICHT YFAR TENURE OF OWFICE, FOR A TOTAL OF 30 MINUTES, AND-

WHEREAS, THROUMH GROSS NEGLECT BY THE TNITED STATES OF AMERICA TOWARD THE
ZONTFAT NATION, OUR PEOPLE UMAVE N0 BASF FOF SELF-SECURITY, NO HOPE, NO
CIVIC PRIDE, AND NO TNOLS OF RESOURCES TO TMPLEMENT THE iDEALs OF SELF-
DUTERMINATION AS PRESCRIBED BY THE COVERNMENT OF TIE UNITED STATES AS THE
ULTIMATE CURE OF THE ILLS OF THE INDIAN COMMNITY, AND:

LWHEREAS, 1T BEING NOW CLFAR THROUGH THE EXPANSE OF THE PAST 120 YEARS,
VERY LITTLE EVIDENCE HAS COME TO LIGHT, WHERE ANYONE IN THE GOVEENMEN
CARED flJCH, FOR OR ABOUT OUR PEOPLE, OR WAERE THE ROLE OF THE TRUSTEESHIP
ASSUMED BY THE COVERNMENT OF THE UNITRD STATES HAS BEEN BENEFICTAL TO THE
PEQOPLE OF THE KONTENAI NATION TO ANY DEGREE OF SUCCESS, 3UT ONLY PEOMOTED
DEGRADATION, AND-

WHERFAS, SINGLE DOMINANCE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHOTT
THEIR CONSENT THROUGH ANY FORM OF DOCUMENTS WHATSOEVFR ENTERED INTO
WITH THE UNITED STATES, HAVE BFEN ASSESSED TAYATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, AND

IHEREAS, ABLE YOUNG MEN OF THE. KOOTENAT NATION DID,. AND.HAVE. ANS®ERED

THE CALL OF WAR ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES, WAICH WAS WHOLLY TAKEN

FOR GRANTED, AND DID CAUSE ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS OF SUFFERING OUR PEOPLE

OF THE §OOENAI NATION, AND: :

WHEREAS, THROUCH PERMITTED ENCROACAMENT 3Y WHITE PEOPLE, FROM THE WHITE

COMMUNITY AREAS, PESIDING WITI'IN OUR TRIBAL LANDS. SIGNIFICANT PORTIIONS

OF OUR TRADITIONAL AND RELIGIOUSLY REGCARDED GROUNDS, SUCH AS BURTAL AND

WHERE CEREMONIAL RITES ARF PERFORMED, WERE UPROOTED, DESECRATED AND

DESTROVED, AND:

WHEREAS, SINCE 1776, THE NON-TINDIAN COYUNITY HAS ENJOYED THE CONSTITUTIONAL

RIGITS OF LIFE, LEBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS, AND THAT THEV HAD

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE, AND FPLL TIDERSTANDINGS OF FACTS, THAT THE KOOTENAL

NATTON DID ENJOY SIMILARILY ESTABLISHED RICHTS SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL,

THROUGHOUT INNUMERABLE GENERATIONS, UNTIL THR TIME OF UVERPOWERING

DOMINATION 8Y WHITE SOCIETY IN GENERAL, IT IS CLEAR NOW, THAT OUR PEOPLE

SINCE 1255, HAVE SUFFERED CONTINUOUSLY THROUGHOUT TO THIS DATE‘AND TIME
THESE AYNVE AFOREMENTIONED RIGHTS, WHICH AkE SO CONSIDERED IMPORTANT AND
INALIENABLE BY ALL RACIAL COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THfSE UNITED STATES, UNDER

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.




MOW THEFEFORE, BE IT RESOLVEDR THAT, THAT XOOTPNAT NATION, IN FIR4

EALIZATION AND BECAUSE OF ITS UNIOUE PAST HISTORY, EMPHASIZED IN
THIS RESOLUTION, THE MANY INEOUTTIES SUFFERED, THE USUEPTION OF
THE PONERS OF THE COVERMMENT OF THE UMITED STATES OF AMERICA AS THE
CONOUERING NATINN. THE LACK OF RECOCYITINN OF THE KOOTENAT NATIONS
RIGHTS AS A SOVEREICN NATION WITHIN A VATION, TYE EXTREME LAXITY

OM THT PART OF THE UNITED STATES OF AYTFICA IN TAKING NOTICE OF, OR
DISOLYINC THE 120 VEAR.PLICHT OF OUR PEOPLE, THE PATIENCE, TRUST,
AND PEACE, SHOWN BY THE XOOTENAI NATION, TO THE GOVERNMIENT OF THE
UNITED STATES AND ITS PEOPLE WOR THF PAST 200 VEARS. THE DISTINCT
AND PROFOUND LACK OF INTEREST AND TRUSTEESHIP® SHOWN BY THE GOVERN-
xEﬁT OF THE UNITED STATES, TOWARD THE KOOTEMAI NATION, BEFORE, NOW,
AND FOREVER RESIDING ITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA WOR THE PAST CENTURIES, DOES HEREBY, 3Y THIS RESOLUTION,
AUTHORIZE ITS DULY ELECTED CHEIF, CHAIRMAN, AND TRIBAL COWNCIL, TO
ACT IN THE BEHALF OF AND IN THE INTEREST OF THE KOOTENAI NATION, BY
POSTING, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, A LETTER
OF INTENT, THAT IN THE EVENT, THAT NEGOTTATIONS FOR RESTNRATION OF
A PORTION OF THE XOOTENAT NATION'S ABORIGINAL LANDS ARE NOT RETURNED
TO THEM, AND THAT RESTITUTION FOR THE DEPLETION OF ITS NATURAL RE-
SOURCES AND OTHER IIEGH CRIMES, TAKEN FROM AND COMMITTED ON, THESE
LANDS, IS NOT EOUITABLE IN A NEGOTIATED RESOLVEMENT BETWEEN THE
KOOTENAI NATIOM AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNTITED STATES OF AMERICA
OF HIS LEGAL EMMISARIES, WITHIN FIVE((5) DAYS OF THE POSTED TIMYE,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, THE DULY ELECTED TRIBAL COUNCIL OF TIE

KOOTENAT NATION, IF, AFTER THE ALLOTED FIVE (5) DAYS AND NO POSITIVE
ACTION IS INITIATED IN BEHNALF OF THE KOOTENAI NATION 3Y THE GOVERN-

MENT OF T:AE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WILL DEEY IT NECESSARY AND PROPE
TO INITIATE ACTION, AS IT WILL BE THE ASSTMPTION OF TilE KOOTENAI

NATION THAT THE URITED STATES OF AYERICA THEN EELINQUI :SHES 'ITS . POWER OF

DOMATN OVER THESE LANDS, IN THE FOFM OF A DECLARATION OF WAR, WHICH
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WILL THFY EXIST BETVEEY THE KOOTEVAT NATTON OF INDIANS, AND THE UNTTED
STATES 07 AMERICA AND ITS POSSESSIONS,
AND BE TT FURTHZFR RESOLVED THAT, AT TUE CO'MENCEMFNT OF HOSTILITIES
AS A SOVIREIGN NATION, THE KOOTENAI TRI%" WILL THEREBY ASSERT THEIR
COMPLETF SOVERNTINTY 3Y; TO WIT:

LEVY TAXES.

REGULATE THTERNATIONAL COMMERCE.

PRINT MONTES.

FORM A MILITIA FOR PROTECTION OF ITS
PEOPLE AXDN THE ENFORCEMENT OF ITS LAHS.

DISSOLVE NOW-INDIAN PROPRIETORSHKHIP OF
LANDS/PROPTRTY,

AND RESTIZ COMPLETE AUTHORITY OVER THE
ENTIRE SCOPE OF THEIR ABORIGINAL HOLDINGS.

SIGNED: 11 Sentember 1974

Tribal LChief

W e B

Anelia Trice, Chairwoman

Moses Josecnh,

2 & g
Mathias David s Vice-chairman

Q =
Eileen LOT,""}I'-‘:}' - Secﬁbry

ifary Dav_.?y', Council member




LETTER OF  TMTENT

from

THE KOOTENAL NATION OF INDIANS OF IDAIQ

TO

THE CONCRESS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THL

INITED STATES OF AERICA

SIRS

AS PASSED IN THE ENCLOSED RESOLUTION, THE XKOOTENAI NATION
BRINGS TO YOUR ATTEWTION, THE INEOUITIES SUFFERED TQ THIS DAY
AND DEEMING IT NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO SURVIVE UNDER THESE CON-
DITILONS, TO NO LONGER ALLOW THE DEMORALIZATION AND DECRADA-
TION OF OUR PEOPLE; WE THEREFORE IMPLORE YOU TO SEND YOUR
EMMISARIES, TO SPEAY. IN COUNCIL WITH OUR LEADERS, TO RESOLVE,
PEACEFTULLY, OUR DIFFERANCES.

FOR THIS WF' ARE ALLQGTING A LAPSE OF TIME OF FIVE (5) DAYS.
AT THE END OF THAT TIME, IF, OM YOUR PART, A FAILURE OF coms
PLIANCE IS EVIDFNT, WE, AS IS OUR DETFRMINED INTENT, SEE NO
ALTERNATIVF BUT TOD DECLARE A CONDITION OF WAR AS EXISTING

BETWEEN THE KOONTENAI NATION AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

SIGHED: 11 September , 1974

Hoses Joseph, Tribal' Chief

s

Amelia Cutsack Trice, Chairwoman
/ : -

YMathias David, Vice-Chairman

ol X P UL
Eileen Lowley, %Efrrtary

tary Eavid,

fribal Council Member




Kootenai Resolution 74

THE XOOTENAI NATION OF INDIANS, KNOUN NOW AS THE ROOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO,

SITTING IN QUORWM AT BOMMERS FERRY, IDAHMO, ‘ON SEPTE.BER G, AT 7:00 n.n., 1974

DOES HEREBY PASS THIS RESOLUTION:

THE KOOTENAI NATION OF IUDIANS HAVE RESIDED WITHIN THEIR ABORIGINAL

AREA SINCE TINE EMENORTAL, AND:
WALRIAS, TEESE ADORIGINAL LANDS, AS RECIGNIZED BY THE GOVERMiENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DID ENCOMPASS AN AREA IN WHAT IS MOW EASTERN IDAHO,
WESTRERN  MONTANA, AND INTO CANADA, TO AN EOULVALENT OF ONE 1TLLION, THRFE
HUNDRED AND SIXTY EICHT THOUSAND 110 HUNDEED EIGHTY ACRES OF LAND, AND:
WHEREAS, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES DID ABSORB THESE LANDS AT A

MEETING HELD IN-BERLGATE —HONTAMA-INOoL AS THE HFLLCATE TREATY, .IN_THE YEAR

OF OUR LORD, 1855, WITHOUT THE REPRFSENTATION, CONSENT, OR KNOWLEDGE, OF THE
KOOTENAT NATION OF IDAHO, DUE TO THE FAILURE, BY THEN, GOVERNOR ISAAC STEVEXS,
OF‘THE THEN TEREITORY OF WASHINGTON, WIETHER INTENTIONAL, OR NOT, AS HES S35
DIRECTIVE BV THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND COILISSIOWER OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS, "AS TO CONTACT ALL TRIBES AND BANDS LIVING IN THE AREA TO _B ' AFFECTED
BY THIS TREATY, AND THIS TREATY DID {0T INCLUDE THE ABORIGINAL LA¥MD3 OF THE
IDAZO XOOTENATS, AND;

TTHEREAS, BETWEEN 1855, AND 1894, AWD AS A RESULT OF THE HELLGATE TRFATY, THE
KOOTENAT NATION WAS IN EFFECT WITHOUT ANY RICHTS, PRIVILEDSES, OR LAND TO

CALL THEIR O"'M, ACCORDING TO THE HISTORY AND IN EFFECT BECAMI NOTHING, AND:
WHEREAS, AS A RESULT OF THESE MISDEEDS BY THE COVERIMNENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
NO TREATY OR OTEER DOCURENT WAS EVER ENTERED INTO BETVEEN THE XOOTENAI NATION
ART TdE GOVIREMENT OF TIE INITED STATES AND:

WHEREAS,  WITHOUT THE XNOWLEDGE AND CONSERT OF THE XOOTENAI NATION, THE GOVEERN -
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES DID "ASSU.‘.IE"» TRUSTEESHIIP OVER THIS NATION AND ITS

PEOPLE, AND:
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"~'}3_TLE-4§_, TCE TOOTEMAT NATION, AS A RECHTIZEDR 9”‘7’57‘?31(’4; ITATTON STETHLY A
MATEAN . DOTS OPERATR UNDIE A CONSTITHTION AND BY-LATS /‘WQL T 3Y THR
TOOTEVAY NATION AT DOMERS FERRY, I'i)"%::"O ON APRIL 10, 1847 AFN ADPENTVED BY
ACTING COXTIISSIONER OF T1IIDIAN ATFATRS . WILLIANM ZIMT=RMAM IN CIIC! AGO,
ILLINOIS O JUNE 16, 1947, AUD;

"IPRTAS, TN THE YEAR 1024, TUE 2OVERTENT OF TR UNITED STATES, AFIIR A
TIVF TAPSTE ATTER 40 YELAR 2S5, ._I‘QCL TiE ABSOT3TION OF TZZ ZOOTENAL FMATION'S
LANDS AND APPARENTLY REALIZING, IN A SHALL DEGREE, THE HUMILITY OF THESE
MISDEEDS AN COLOHIALIS’;',' 1D, "OUT OF THE GOODWESS OF THZIR HTARTS" ZAYE
LFDIVIDUAL ALLOTIENTS, TO UAAT TTAS LEFT OF TUE FOOTGAL NMATIONS O9WN LANDS
OF APPROGIIATRELY SO ACRES PER FAMILY, HICI, PER SAE. IS ONLY OE HALF

0F AN ALLOTTHT UNDER THE O-ESTEAD ACT IN EEGARD TO THE MON- ITTDLA.?;’ COox-~
MUNITY, AUD

WEIREAS, THESE ALLOTIENTS HAVE BECO'E S() FRACTIONATED O AY INTETHATIONA
BASIS THAT IT HAS BECOVME A REALTORS NWIGHTIARE, TO WIT: EJAVPLESS

21150 / 252,440,000 1 /1500 1 / 5300 30 / 643,000 3 / 3249 AWD;
T.J;Ti_'?f_‘?,é_s_, THEOUCH THE ENTHURING VEARS THE CGOVERNIENT OF TIE UNITED STATES
WPRUSTERSHIPY, WAS LAY WHEREIN THE AOTNT OF ALLOTTED LANDS H.AS DEPLETED
FPOM AN ORICINAL &7,000 ACRES TO A PRTSENT 1,400 ACRES. AND:

WHEREAS, TN THE YEAR 1927. SOME &4, 000 ACRES OF THE IWDIVIDUAL INDIAN ALLOT-
MENTS BORDIRING THE KOOTENAL RIVFR WERE SOLD, AGAINST THE WILL OF TIE
ROOTINAT NATTON WITHOUT TERTR CONSENT, BY SUPERINTENDENT OF THE COZUR D'-
ALENE AGENCY, BYRON A SHARP AND TUE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT, MR. LIPPS

Om TIPPS, FOR PAYMENT IN DIXING THE RIVER BANKS TO FACILITATE TAE AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT OF THE RICI BOTTON LANDS IN NOM-INDIANW OTPL';TEFSHIP_. AND;

WHEREAS , TEESE ALLOTHEL TS.?'TERE ULTIMATELY AND HATTURALLY SOLD TO THE MON--INDIAN
COTTUNITY, AYD

"MEREAS, WITHOUT A TEEATY, VALID 3ILL OF SALE, OR DOCIMENT OF TITLE TRANSFLR

FROM THZ XOOTENAT MATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITEDD STATES, THE
GCOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS CITIZERRY ARE, IN REALITY, AND HAVE
ALVAYS BELN,TRESPASSERS ON THE LANDS OF THE XOOTENAI NATION WITHOUT JUST CAUSE,

DERIISSION, OR COMPENSATION THEREQOF, AND:




TTIEREAS, THROUGH T INDIAN CLAT'f COIISSINY. DOCKET WO. 152 OF 1942,

A SO CALLED SETTLE'ENT WAS "ADE TO THE TNNTENAI WATTONW Id TRE AUOUNT OF
TETRTV-STX CENTS ($ .3¢) PER ACFE, AND

WIFREAS, THI KOOTENAL NATIOY TSRLS THAT, IN LIZU OF Ti: “ILLIONS OF
DOLLARS Id RESOURCES TAKEN FRO™ THE LAWD, A SETTLEVEMT, “'ORE ENULTABLE TO
THE PTAL VALUE OF THE LAND SHUOULD FAVE BFEY MADE AT TEAT TIE, AND
"TILRZAS, THTL XOOTINAI WATION FETLS TIAT A TREATY AlD A LAND JASE SHOULD
HAVZ TREN NUGOTIATED AND ESTABLISTZD AT TUAT TLE T0 FORMALIZE RELINAUISH-
YENT OF THE ABSORBTD LAND OF THE ¥OOTETAT UATION, AND:
TTATAS, TIE TOOTIHAT MATION TAS NPYVER REL LINNUTSHED TIEIR RUNTING, PICHING
OR TRAPPINC RIGHTS. CITHER BY EXPRESSED DESI®E, OR COWSENT, WRITTEN OR
VER3ALLY, AN

‘TIRRTAS, THE ARNA S0LICITOR'S OPINTON, BEING WEGATIVE, IN REGARDS TO

THE ZOOTEJAT NATION'S RIGHT TO FISH, AINT, AND TRAP ON THEIR ABORIGINAL
FRAUNDS, DELETRS THEIR LIFE STYLE AND AVATLASILITY OF NATURAL NATIVE
TOONS . AND:

HEREAS, SOME OF OUR KOOTENAL TWDIAN PEOPLE 'IAV’" B“‘E”il ARRESTED, TRIED

AND CONVICTED IN THE LOCAL INFERIOR COURTS FOR EXERCISING THEIR ABOTIGINVAL
RIGITS IN THIS REGARD, AND:

"HEREAS, THZI GOVEERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES MAINTAINS THAT THE

KOOTENAL NATION HAS HO WATER RIGHTS, MINERAL RIG’HTS OR IN EFFECT, ENTIRELY
NN RIGETS WHEATSOEVER OTHER ’_mm TA0ST IMPOSED UPON THEM 3Y THE GOVERNMENT,
AN

WHEREAS, IT IS A INOWN FACT THAT A SIG \’IFIC.UT FEDUCTTION OF REGENERATE
BIFTHS WERE RECORDED FOR A CO'PLETE CENERATION, CONTRARY TC ALL THE LAUS
OT NATURE, AND ALL OTHER POPULATTONS WITHIN TEE CIVILIZED WORLD, AND THAT
TAROUGH GROSS NEGLIGENCI OF TIE TRUSTEZSHIP OF TIE UNLTED STATES OF AMERICA,
NN TMVESTIGATION WAS IFADE AS TO THFE RFEASQNS WilY, AWD;

WHEREAS . THROUGH GPOSS MECGLICENCE O THE TRUSTEESHIP RESPOHSIBILITY BY

THE COVERMNMENT OF BIZ-UHITER STATES TOUARD THE KOOTEI?AI NATION. OUR PEOPLE
TTERE FORCED INTO COALITION ANE LEGAL OVIRPOWEEMENT BY THE STATE OF IDAHO,

AYD:




WHEREAS, THROUGH CROSS NEGLECT BY THE COVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE
PREVINUS SUPERINTENDENT HAD VISTTED OUR PEOPLE ONLY TVICE, DURING HIS
RICHT YEAR TENURE OF OFFICE, FOR A TOTAL OF 30 MINUTES, AND:

"HIFREAS, THROUGH CROSS NEGLECT BV THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TOVWARD THE
YOOTENAL NATION, OUR PEOPLE 1AVE NO BASE FOF SELF-SECURITY, NO HOPE, N0
CIVIC PRIDE, AND NO TOOLS OR RESOURCES TO TMPLEMENT TEE IDEALS OF SELF- -
DITERMINATION AS PRESCRIBED BY THE GOVEENMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AS THE
ULTIMATE CURE OF THE ILLS OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY, AND:

AMEREAS, IT BEING NOW CLEAR THROUGH THE EXPANSE OF THE PAST 120 YEARS,
VERY LITTLE EVIDENCE HAS COME TO LIGHT, WHERE ANYONE IN THE GOVERNMENT
CARED 1MCH, FOR OR ABOUT OUR PEOPLE, OR WHERE THE ROLE OF THE TRUSTEESHIP
ASSUMED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN BENEFICIAL TO THE
PEOPLE OF THE KOOTENAT WATION TO ANV DEGREE OF SUCCESS, 3UT ONLY PROMOTED
DEGRADATION, AND:

WHEREAS, SINGLE DOMINANCE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHONT

THEIR CONSENT THROUGH ANY FORM OF DOCUMENTS WHATSOEVFE ENTERED INTO

WITH THE UNITER STATES, HAVE BEEN ASSESSED TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, AND

WHEREAS, ABLE YOUNG MEN OF THE KOOTENAT NATION DID, AND HAVE ANSWERED

THE CALL OF WAR ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES, WAICH WAS WHOLLY TAKEN

FOR GRANTED, AND DID CAUSE ADDiTIONAL CONDITIONS OF SUFFERING OUR PEOPLE

OF THE SOOENAI NATTION, AND-.

WHEREAS, THROUGH PERMITTED ENCROACHMENT 3Y WHAITE PEOPLE, FROM THE WHITE

COMMUNTITY AREAS, PFSIDING‘ WITHIN OUR TRIBAL LANDS, SIGNIFLCANT PORTIONS

OF OUR TRADITIOYAL AND RELIGIOUSLY REGARDED GROUNDS, SUCH AS BURIAL AND

WHERE CEREMONIAL RITES ARE PERFORMED, WERE UPROOTED, DESECRATED AND

DESTROVED, AND:

WHEREAS, SINCE 1776, THE NON-INDIAN COUNITY HAS ENJOYED THE CONSTITUTIONAL

RIGHTS OF LIFE, LE‘_;ERTY AND THE+ PURSUIT O¥ HAPPINESS, AND THAT THEY HAD

PRIOR FNOWLEDGE, AND FPLL UNDEESTANDINGS OF FACTS, THAT THE KOOTENAT

NATTON DID ENJOY SIMILARILY ESTABLISHED RICHTS SINCE TIME TMIEMORIAL,

THROUGHOUT INNUMERABLE GENERATINNS, INTIL THE TIME OF UVERPOWERING

DOMINATION 3Y WHITE SOCIETY IN GENERAL, IT IS CLEAR NOW, THAT OUR PEOPLE

SINCE 1955, HAVE SUFFERED CONTINUOUSLY THROUGHOUT TO THIS DATE AND TIME
THESE AROVE 'r‘OREI*‘.ENTIOSED RICGHTS, WHICH ARE SO CONSIDERED IMPORTANT AND
INALIENABLE BY ALL RACIAL CO*TUNITIES THROUCHOUT THESE UNITED STATES, UNDER

THE COMSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.




HOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, THAT KONTFNAT NATION, IN FIR

REALIZATION AND BECAUSE OF ITS UNIQUH PAST HISTORY, EXPHASIZED IN
THHIS RESOLUTION, THE MANY INEQUITIES SUFFERED, THE USURPTION OF
TUE POWERS O THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AYERICA AS THE
CONOUEPING NATION. THE LACK OF RECOGNITION OF THE KOOTENAL NATIONS
RIGITS AS A SOVEREICN NATION WITHIN A NATION, THE EXTREME LAXITY

ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN TAKINC NOTICE OF, OR
DISOLVING THE 120 VEAR PLICHT OF OUR PEOPLE, THE PATIENCE, TRUST,
AND PEACE, SHOWN BY THE XOOTENAI NATION, TO THE GOVERNIMENT OF THE
ENITED STATES AXD ITS PEOPLE FOR THE PAST 200 YEARS. THE DISTIHCT
AYD PROFOUND LACK OF INTEREST AND TRUSTEESIIIP SHOWN BY THE GOVEEN-
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TOWARD THE KOOTENAI NATION, BEFORE, NOW,
AND FOREVER RESIDING WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERTICA FOR THE PAST CENTURIES, DOES HEREBY, 3Y THIS RESOLUTION,
AUTHORIZE ITS DULY ELECTED CHEIF, CHAIRMAN, AND TRIBAL COUNCIL, TO

ACT IN-THE-BEHALE -OR-AND IN THEIZREST OR-THE KONTENAI-NATLION, BY

POSTING, TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, A LETTER
OF INTENT, THAT IN THE EVENT, THAT NEGOTIATIONS FOR RESTORATION OF
A PORTION OF THE ROOTENAT NATiON'S ABORIGINAL LANDS ARE NOT RETURNED
TO THEM, AND THAT RESTITUTION FOR THE DEPLETION OF ITS NATURAL RE-
SOURCES AND OTHER HEGH CRIMES, TAKEN FROM AND COMMITTED ON, THESE
LANDS, IS NOT EOUITABLE IN A NEGOTIATED RESOLVEMENT BETWEEN THE
ROOTENAL NATION AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
OR HIS LEGAL EMMISARIES, WITHIN FIVE((5) DAYS OF THE POSTED TEME,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, THE DULY ELECTED TRIBAL COUNCIL OF TIE

KOOTENAI NATION, IF, AFTER THE ALLOTED FIVE (5) DAYS AND NO POSITIVE
ACTION IS INITIATED IN BEHALF OF THE XOOTENAI NATION BY THE GOVERN-

MENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WILL DEEM IT NECESSARY AND PROPER
TO INITIATE ACTION, AS IT WILL BE THE ASSIRPTION OF THE KOOTENATL

NATION THAT THE UNITED STATES OF AERICA THEN EELINQUITSEES "ITS . POWER OF

DOMATY OQVER THESE LANDS, IN THE FOPM OF A DECLARATION OF WAR, WHICH
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WILL TBEN EXEST BETWEEM THE KOOTENAT NATION OF INDIANS, AXD THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND TITS POSSESSTOXS. ‘
AND BE IT FURTEER RESOLVED THAT, AT TIE COMAENCEMITT OF HOSTILITLES
AS A SOVEREIGN NATION, THE KOOTENAI TRIBE WILL THIE®EBY ASSERT TiiFIR
COMPLETE SOVERNEINTY 3Y; TO WIT:

LEVY TAXES.

FEGULATE INTERNATIOVAL CO*TERCE.

PRINT MONIES.

FORM A MILITTIA FOR PROQTECTION OF ITS
PEOPLE ANT) THE ENFORCEMENT OF ITS LAWS,

DISSOLVE NON-INDIAN PROPRTETORSHIT OF
LANDS/PROPERTY.

AND RESTPME COMPLETE AUTHORITY OVER THE
ENTIRE SCOPE OF THEEL® ABORIGINAL MOLDINGS.

SIGNED: 11 Sentemher 1974

oses Joseoh, Tribal Thiet
MLZO’

Amelia Trice, Chairwcnman

’ o .

Mathias David , Vice-chairman

Eileen Lowley, Secy

Mary David/ Council mzmher
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AMELIA CUTSACK TRICE, CHAIRWOMAN
KOOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO

P.0. BOX 1002

BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO 83805

AT THE REQUEST OF THE PRESIDENT, THE BUREAU OF INDIAN

AFFAIRS, U,S8, DEPARTHMENT OF THE INTERIOR, IS NOW IN THE
PROCESS OF PREPARING A REPLY TO THE SEPTEMBER 11, 1574
LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF TERE UNITED STATES. nm

CURRENTLY REVIEWING THE MATERIAL YOU SUBMITTED A#D WILL
RESPOND PROMPTLY. °

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

i i‘ ];& \“‘d ’1; #l“‘x

surname lnm mailroom BCCO
loo‘znxaa&mmund 9-18-7TH




BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
1951 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245

K00-00/5/3500/01/7161/23N 9/19/74

Ron Esquerra 343-5116

AMELIA CUTSACK TRICE

CHAIRWOMAN

KOOTENAI TRIBE OF IDAHO

P.0. BOK 1002

BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO 83805

THIS IS IN FURTHER RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 11, 1974,

FORWARDING RESOLUTION NO. 74.

8. 634 TRANSFERRING TWO TRACTS OF LAND TOTALING 12.5 ACRES IN TRUST
FOR THE KOOTENAI TRIBE HAS BEEN PASSED BY THE SENATE ON MAY 13,
1974. THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TESTIFIED IN SUPPORT OF THE BILL
ON JANUARY 25, 1974, IN THE SENATE AND ON APRIL 8, 1974, IN THE
HOUSE. THE BILL WAS FAVORABLY REPORTED BY THE HOUSE INTERIOR
COMMITTEE ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1974, AND IS EXPECTED TO PASS THE HOUSE
BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT BY OCTOBER 1, 1974. APPROVAL BY THE PRESIDENT
SHOULD POLLOW APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK IATER. 1 WOULD URGE THAT
NOTHING BE DONE TO JEOPARDIZE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL. IN ADDITION ON
SEPTEMBER 19, 1974, THE PORTIAND AREA OFFICE HAS ACCEPTED TITLE FOR
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND PLACED IN TRUST ON BEHALF OF THE
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KOOTENAI TRISE THE TRANSFER OF 5.67 ACRES OF LAND FROM THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH,

UPON REVIEW OF OTHER ISSUES CITED IN YOUR RESOLUTION, AND DOCUMENTS
DELIVERED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PORTLAND AREA OFFICE, IT IS READILY
mnmmmnﬁf‘m, OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES, AND STATE AND LOCAL COVERNMENT BODIES. ACCORDINGLY I HAVE
YOU IN BONNERS FERRY ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1974, FOR PURPOSES
RESOLVEMENT OF YOUR ISSUES BEFORE THE VARIOUS APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS
ME PERSONALLY ARD WILL BE IN A POSITION TO COORDINATE AND WORK WITH
THE REQUIRED VARIOUS LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT,

IT IS OUR POSITION THAT THE PRECEDING REPRESENTS THE INITIATION OF



GOVERNMENT WITH INTENT TOWARD WORKING WITH THE TRIBE POR CONS'
RESOLVEMENT OF THE ISSUES AND PROBLEMS RAISED IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 11,
1974, 1ETTER.

- (SgdY: Motris Thompson




ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Five Kootenai Indians opened their tribes' so-called '"War against
the U. S." today with informational pickets along the side of U.S. 95.
They were ignored by most motorists.

The 67-member tribe, seeking part of 1, 6 million acres of
ancestral land and its first treaty with the U,S. government, set
up the picket line about 3 miles north of town. More than 40 state
policemen, who arrived here in a convoy of 34 patrol cars late
Thursday, fanned out around the area to keep the highway clear.

One picketer carried a sign further down the road read '""Entering
Kootenai nation, tool 10¢'", No attempt was being made to stop
vehicles forcibly.

The first motorist who came across the pickets paid the 10¢ toll
requested by the Indians, but the second, in a logging truck, laughed
and drove on.

It wasn't until about 20 more vehicles including three police
cruisers, had passed that the Indians collected another toll,

In their bid to regain land in Idaho and Montana that they say the
roadblocks on the regions four major roadways.

1319 PED



ASSOCIATED PRESS No. 7

Idaho State Police, hoping to prevent Hat Kootenai Indians are
calling their '""War against the U.S.' fanned out today to keep
highways clear of any roadblocks.

Leaders of the 67-member Northern Idaho tribe had threatened
earlier to errect roadblocks on the region's four maj‘ér roadways
in an effort to secure at least part of 1, 6 million acres in Idaho
and Montana tha t= they lost in 1855,

The police arrived in a convoy of 34 cruisers Thursday night.
and were dispersed throughout the area this morning,

State and local law enforcement agencies said they would
arrest anyone manning® a roadblock and Governors of both States

told the tribe to take its case to the courts.

9-20-74 13:20 EDT
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DECLARATION of WAR

KNOW YE ALL THAT ON THIS DAY ,_2_0_%2“

1974, AT ) &: 0O ) 9.M., A STATE OF WAR NOW

EXISTS BETWEEN THE KOOTENAI NATION OF INDIANS AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

BY OUR COUNCIL'S HAND:

/71294 Ghearef,
MOSES JOSEPH, Tribal Chief

i »
W
AMELTA TRI?E, Triizs Chairwzman

MATHIAS DAVID, Tribal Vice-Chairman

EILEEN LOWLEY, T 1 Secretary
4

Mﬁggéélvlgz I:ihal-council Member

AND ALL ENROLLED MEMBERS OF THE KOOTENAI NATION.






