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cc: DON RUMSFELD 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are a set of questions and suggested answers 
proposed by the National Security Council. 

RON NESSEN 

., 

Digitized from Box 13 of the Richard B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WHnE liOUSE 

WASHIHGTOH 

MEMOUANl>UM. F'OR RON NE.C~.<:.F;N 

.l.OU •I'HOMPSON ~ 

SUB.J F.G'l': 

Bcior e the StH·r,d41ry began hlu pr~.~bB <:oruerenc~, J-u{< l.:titi» saUl t:i'l.n 
:i<ttJr 17hip:tt are off Nbn Traug and wiU I~ lJ)OyjJ~g and he will give the 
fH'edsc~ loc-a.tion hi.ler·. 

Sc:!Ct"t!:!l:<:H' Y .•khlt::d.n11er gave an uver-a:U otJfiefi&mttl\l of th(! (:O:mhat . .fJituation 
as follows! 

CoDLinQC!d dclt!detration in ~Jill higblandB. CaJTJ Ranh ns..y E.i!:HI ur.tdc:r 
govenunc!.nt c:oaLrol, come rt'!duc:tion in cotnb:at adivity ar-ound Saigon iHld 

'.ray Ninh, smne i.ncrecH>t-t in t!mntml 4d.ivit.y in i.b<: dclb but. the delf.:q 
relnaj1J,. H!:lat.ivdy s(.ahlr:~ T'i{o~tbb·da of the C(tnnb-y is; undc!r Cm.T.1muniet 
t:ontxvl and it. :is a fiit.u.aUon of historic and tragic: pr-opoJ!:icms. 

:->cM(~sin.gc:r ~:aid hH exp'{):c:tfJ tbe S."lig(t;!l dd(mscs ·will he lf!;td:ed w"itlJin Um 
sH~"'- four weektl vr lcfia. &"lid tJ;(!rl! is a possible clefcu&ive a)·ea 4l'mmd 
Saigon <:tnd tbe delta whh:h t:.au h~ hc~ld wit.h the pxe~;ent foJ"(!e!i, howc~vm~· _. 
l>boud ) Nctd:b V)eln~un d cd-<lr to fno~e iL.~ uuc:oJ:runil.::led di vit;ioJ,s ~ouLh, Lhe 
dclentie of Saigott w.iJJ he scvc~rt'!t )' t.t~sLed. Hehtl:ively lit.U~ lnovcmc:n&. 

- h-mn North Vh~bJ.arr~ but fl(HTj('t ac.mtbw-dJ~d U'lbVt;:ll'U~'!ll or NVN :>l-r.afegit: 
1· f: :::a:~ r v c~ po fS i ti on t;. 

Entis:rmted equ}flt:tH-<l)f losse>s to he. $?. biHir.m. 

/u)y O)H!-for~onn replaceJ:nenl: of equiptne»l wonlcl hr• wh<'<t we·. J)rec:eiv~ 0Jc 
pr(:HHmt ueed at would bt~ ~-(> fitahili~'·<~ Saigon and would be <.:onti.ngent <m U•c 
Prel'<idelJt.1 s dt.~c·jsions after be receiveii lil t-; Ye}Jl'J'l Js-om {;(·nc~ral Weydnd. 

G<mc:eruing re-iutrvdudit.m o! A.Jnerican for<:c.w, S-t:hlc:singer J•eJerJ"t,() lo 
t-he Prt~f>idt<Jlt'S M.arch (, statt;roeni and t<aid t.h.<.ll. i'C>·tiilj(m r•t.ands. Said 
iw <·ould fU•L rule out: the Prt~b'ident .as.king Cc.mgrt'"ss to u~;e air- power hut 
confiider.ed the ~JTf~bai1il.Hy c,f ~;uc:b a requent l•.t he n~Jat.ively low. 
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The Depal"tn::~ent of Defenl•e flQ&)tjon on the UHe of U. S. Marines ia to ~~dher 
~;tridly to &.he law uf Augnsl l S, 1973 concerning I he t-ut ... off o.t all <:;OJJ"•l:tai 

ac:U.vHy iJl SuuUwafil. Asia. That. lc.w utates that- .,arL:icipation ia bC•l 
r~ex·mif:ted ar«:l if U. S. forceD "\Ve.J"e place-d in a sif;uation where U1ey COUld 

be ch·awn in.Lo combat1 we would he ;.n violation of tlte law. 

'I'he Secretary was asked ahout plan,; to ev,;qeuatt~ SAigon and he said t!oal 
the U.nU(!d Sl.a'-es govermnenl: has cn~cr~cncy eva<.:ual:ion plans fo-, aU capitol~:~ 
around the world ~tnd there is, or c·ou.rse. ii plan tll CV:J.(:\.lli((! Sai.J!<m. H<~ 

further tJtated t.hat the !orcee o.f l.be United States an· available for 
errJergeJH~y cvacuati.on U :requeiitt"!d by l-he Amhastlador tb.rougb the D~parbnent 
oJ Stat-~. 

Sr-blefiing~r said he ia not phuming to go to .Palm Spring,H t.hio week af.td 
~.>aid he is in daily cOlltact. by phone with the Pre~;ideJ' .. t. 

He wau a:>k<:d iJ \J, S .. intelligence wa11 fiutlty t;caracerning t.he evenb up 
to t.bis point. and Schlesinger replied that lbe hade intc lligence problens 
wa~ Obe i.t'a wb.k.b l.be pre&ence of the South Vietn.u:oeee forceB and lhto!il' 
vrill to lift; b.!. was undere~tinlated. our intdligcnce concerning Hanoi • s 
intet~jon.s was relatively accurat.~ in that. while a major offenliive: W'dS 

not. planned until 1976, Hanc.ti s.ajd that ii ot.hnr opportunitieB pres:entcd 
themselv ~,: <s, lbey wctJld take advantage of l.bem. 
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PRODUCE ~:. CONSUMER CONJRENCE 
:-: ... -...· .. · 

/ · p_, 

Q: Has the US accepted the French invitation to a conf(~rence of 
oil producers a:..1d conrnuners? 

A: 

.. .... :_ .. _..~.... 

The US haa a.cc()pted the in·v'itation of th~ French Goverm1iJ:l}.t·- · · 

to attend a Preparatory Meeting beginning April 7 in Paris to 

viganize a iorl'nai conieb~Iice of 'oii" pro·c:iuting an·ci -consuxnir.g 

-countries. 

-
French Pre oident Gi.acard d 1 Estaing and I agreed in Decem~.u~ 

•~t :tvTar tiniqn.._~ , a ,J the US ~\llsC<plenll y agreed with othcl" cor.sui~U'i 

.· . .. ..-_. 

rel~f.f!d finaneial n1atters, energy con~€!l".r<!tion, ~nd tb ~ dav..-1() . -

anrJ o •h-.~4- p 1:oc:c•l un.1. l arran:_:ernc!nts , fo r a furtnal confcl'Oilce ~ 
... ··-··--

The intc·mt:::;vc coordination of consutner cn'l.ntry pned.Hona on 

is au'-~ a to be addre L-tsed il1 the formal em fer one. ; an~l .. . '":" ·-.. ~ . 

A f -">•· · l1. l. conf<,~renc:c b e tween oil con::;urne r a uad p L·oJucOi:' r;o 
; . . ~ ... : ~ -- · . . 

•• • •• ••• • • • t ··:· 

couperatl.on ir1 the £-Lna:tlci.J.t t\ra .~· · 
:-· . . ".:'\ 

"" a •• -; • - ..... • 

\"-" ..;"·--"a ·-·-. . 
.. - . -~ .. ··~ 

. :; . ~- ·-· ,. . 
• • ~ •t.. •••• 

,,. :• .. 
• • • 'h -.~ •• 

, 
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a 1d in c c servation. At its meeting of March 20: the !EA 
. . - ~ ',-:; .. 

: . 
Governh'lg Board agrel!d on a framework for consumer cotmtr}' 

cooperation in the developm t! 1t of alterna tivt! energy sources. 
. .. ·-

Thus, we have now cornp).eted the first of the fo u r EJeqncl tial 

st""'ges and are r< ady t o n1ove to the prepa:r a .. c1r y met-!ting. 

T1H: April 7 me..:!t.i·:1g "vill be purely procedural in natu-...·<~ . 

'It will deci.de on th~ ~•ge.1..:!a and ot h er p roccd'llra l queot:iona 1:d ::.··.bg 

of the world energy s-ituation. [FYI. We expect th.""t: 1h :~ rn.f..:e·HnJ 
,. 

·will l ant c:n::mr.<.pdmatel ~ Q.!~ week, The ·us dclc;,Z .:'.fi<)ll -.v'lJ b.;: l-:t j.'.~~}:l 

~t e-w onening of the tne.::ting by C harles \ V . Robir_noa" Undor 

St!ct·cl: ; r- y of St,>.tc for Economic Aff<~ il· s .] 
' ' .. . . 

. . .. \ 
. '· ~·-
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Tlil'~ lJ~~t='ARTUH.F. OF LON NOL --------- -----·---- ...... ._. ----·---

Vlhat part did Wl'! ph:-_ y 1n l..on 'Nol' s rlcp:u·t:u1.·c fl'Onl. Ph310m 
Penh? Dot:s it inct·t.:a:3e the cha.nct~~ for l)'~n. c·.c in Ca 1.n od\a? 

,..,-_ ... -.-

n e naa o p i1 rt 1n Lon i'l o l' s uecHn.o·r1 to Leave C?Tltt:Ort1.a, 

just as we had no r:·:)1't -in the lYlnVt.'i'lH>.n l that brou~ht hi- t .~."':. t o 

Lon 1o l wh ile he '"'i'l.u in Phno· n t>t•.th :~nd ·e still eup o ::.:- t th~ 

on~ od1an Govt~rnn.1.cnt and it~ uhj ~div..:s t.; f a free, ir..d ... ~Jt .•.dcnt 

and ne\.\tral Can-.bodia. 

Whether Lon Nol' s departure will h elp bring ('.1:-out , 

negot.iati\.. tl.B for a p eaceful sett.lcnH~nl is a tnaltel' !Clr 

Cambodia ns to decide. We will continue to \lrge th~. t ho!!Hliti-, s 

cease as aoon as po:nible and that the partieG reach a 

settlement through peac:cful ncgotlations in acco1•du:nce with 

the humanitarian considerations of a populace weary of WJ.r . 



HOW '1:HE RESUI...'.rS OF VIETN.\.1'-.1 AFFF.GT J<:T.Tr OPE -------·-· - ---·------~---R·---

Q. Vlilly B1•audt, tho fornv~r Germ .. an Prime Mi11ivtcr, hau naid that 
Europe wUl uot be cJfed.ed by what happens in Vh:tn~rn. DosO!l't 
t.~1-ia cx.plod.e th ~ xnyth that our gctti~ng out ot V1 ct.n~n'l would l\M::l.HffO 

~ _ £"'].'\!. :r..n1•.HJ<Jn h'l __ ".l ;~_-~.rrrpcY 

Mr. Brandt is a dietinguiah(..i utato.orna.n whose viewa n.l'C 

i.n.1.p01't".nt. At { te aan1.c titnc we have b2.d indtcationa frer1n 

:recent dev~:J.oputcnts in Vie bla .:1 have :i.nfl\lenccd theiT judgme.nl: 

1.·cgarding At.ncdcan reliability as an ;:J.ly. The Unit,!d Statc~J 

comn'"litment to the c;ecurity of our NATO allies has been the 

c(>rner~tonc of .Arnerica.n foreiu.r, policy fo~· more tha1'l 25 yea~l1. 

The co titming credibility oi t. 1at <".orm:nitn<cnt i.s bao~d upon 

aHied a.sDesaulmltS of the U.S. t·eupon~e whenever our pol1tlcd 

wjll and intc:~grity ia challClAged, Whl":rever the fidelity of the 

United States is called L."'tto question, as i:J now the case in 

Vietnam., .Arnel"ican constancy "-s an ally is being rnea.a-ured, The · 

.· .... ··--: -

locus of that challenge <:annot dismiRfl the fact that it is a challenge, 

and there can be n.o doubt that our enemies as well ae~ our friends 

follow our response very closely. 

., 



Fui'ther Ba.ckgl"'ound In!Ortil<~.tion 

Ccngrt~u~ntan Fortney .~tark (D. -Ca lif.) intro(b,.;t::d House R(~aolution 313 
vrhic.:·h has been refP.rt·ed to the House C nnu nittcc on Fo1:•cign Afiai.rs. 

. . -.:::;: :_ ..:...·.:. :_ -. 

'fhc C onrr~~ itt ce h a s reftHr·ed this Re snlu!:io~1 to the apprnpriate I.Hl.bcm-.cn~Ht~o 

{.J t' hcari:.<.gSJ w hich have not yet been hold. The rL·sol u tion 1·equestB certaJn. 
i iL'oi·xnatio .. l cc:1.cct·ning Anwrica:ns irnpd!ioncd in Me.xi ~.;o. The S\:atc 
Dt~part:m~.:nt i s a ! r eady supplying i nfo nnati on l o th ~.: <,; olnxnittce in the hc>p e 
~h~~.t the i:n.fonnati on \Vill obvi.:J.tn th~~ ne 1~ d fo ·c: th\.! Hnu!;lc tu p aBs j ic. moa.Jurc .. 



... . 

l\ . .iv'1 1 • :H1CAN~ IN l\E~XIC1 N .TAIL.S 
. .... - ----- .. -.--...---.... -----·~--··-·-- ·- ·~ .. --~-

The rc a."c rn c- ·ny A >n.:: < i(' .• no in j ::.' i! in Mc.:d.co. C ott(!r.:-~ ~ E rn a n St a l:k 
l ,a" (. ~·.a ;· t;c-d th:1 t t};,~ y a t· c.:~ (;ft €n hd<l i n <:onurn m ic<'l.do, ,-,,i.e.tr co. t e d or 
•:v,::n. :.o1 ~ .u · c d.J ~.ubj , cb:d t o c ;-.~t o:.· ti on. deni ed ri g h!:s cYen un der 
:'".:l':: · . · .\ ~'l l 0w, -:11td f-J 'l t i.h >= U.S. (~ ·)vcrnm,!nt i s cloi r1g very l Hth) n.hout 
i ~~& C;.' r, y {·U t c. ll us \'i!h ::.t th\1 GOv p~·l'.tnc~nt is d oing. 

/ ., _ i:; \'/ (~ L 
..... .. ''. -·~ . .. jl 

I c .1 ~ \ 0 ::1surn :f '-lll t h;-lt we 1 cc o~.nL..., c· aY11 l c ;,u· r y out uur re s ':HYnsibilHies 
f >H 'l:he p r oi:f~cHO:t'l. ~uH1 't.•Jf,1rc of l\1 ,"J c dc a n:;; ~broad tu th~~ fullest 
c x~: ci •t p n..:: ~; ible. Our E rd)Clss y and C vns'..tlat(Jl:i in Mexico ii..ro rtinldng 
r- v;• ·,· T· ~"" <) • c ihl .~ o £fo ~·t to t · <_,~·Hlo .. .:>. ~ p r<'>p .t· :i ~ b;; ~:.<_, ~ i..".d;iUl.c ...... t; ~ p r .i. n <:·J.l ~ ' ~ • 

·:· , .i"' ::>ts , to i -."lvr.:::; tigd.tc c;h <u ·gcs of a.ny n1i:::trcatment. Whe-n sud! .. 
'· \ 1 .· r; (~s ;~ >Jh~~ r wc·ll-fou:;;~dcd they are bro ught to the aH<:n t i on of 
(. ;l~~ ! LJ . ·1.can a u t h o ritic s . 

. , .. · ·. 

.. 
. ·. . . 

. .":.:·= -:;;.~·7 ·== . ~ .. 

.• • - .. • 'J.~8· :--.... -..--~ ... _ . .,.. .... 
• t j 0 

_, 



Q; 

A: 

V/h<).t ara -.;;e doing rJ.nd what wi ll '-'-'C dn for the ·l·cfug~o CJ 
in Vi~ tuarn? 

At pr<.,a~nt. w~ a.re ~~oncentroC)~ting on a.s.aistitg t.he 

evttGt al.ion of refugees frorn i_h.re n. tent~d a1•e2.s. Once this 

help they will need. The l'e6.\6ces will have to be fed, 

9heltcred and resettl e d. Wher1 I havtl a c:lea.r idea of U.S. 

aid requirmnents for this hw-nanitar"ian effort, I will cnnflult 
... 

with the Congress to ensure that the d~.:spel'.:tte plieht of 

thtl hcmelc~ s people is ameliorated. 

To coordinate this effort, I have appointed Mr. ~niel 

Parker, the Director of the Agency for International 

Development, aa the Spedal Courd:i.nator for Dieaster ReH-.tf. 

.. . . 

., 



• •• •• ··~- ... 'C' · · ·· 

TROOP COLI....APSE TN VlETNi\M 
- --- - .. _____ __ _ ... 4 __ _.. _ - ------- ·-----

Q: In your sta tcrneuts, e1ad in sti:l.teinents by Adrniui~traUuc.t 
w:itneosea se~ldng i\ki for V1otnam frorn the Congreae, th~ 
al:"g\li'"ncnt has been t.h ~u~ with arms <~.nd cquipxne1 t' the Sm11::J. 
Victn~unese could d<de~•d thc:n1!ie lv(lS, And yet the; c.xpet·~cn::-e 
of the pa~t two wu:) l< .'1 1 (dlt: ctE. Vicbarn.~ se f l neing tho hatt1CJ%iold 
wittout even <l fie.bt l• < .. vil1.e Arnc.dc <.'n ~< uip ,w .nt h eh1l1d. I tM.1 t 
it c lear t~nt y·<1U. r cc1q, .n<.:c in the Vie t11a rncse ,:-.raa :rn·i~g:.1f.dcd? 

Pl:cr:ddt.;r.t Thi.::~u found him!H.:lf faced v.rf~h tw o v~:ry H.CJ .-.:. .. t ·.lt 

prohle.rns , On the on a h-and w ·~re the \.lnn1i Bt...'lkable si1H1s of nil 

a ll ·out offcnl3ive by North Vi c:1 tnarn in t otal and rnaeahe viol14' on 

o f the Pads Accol'ds. On the othct· wc1·c the s igna of s;1n:r·ply 

d i:rniui::;hing US ~tusi s tanc:e , Cinphasiz.ed by the report:a htouu~.t 

back by S enate Cha i I."H"l i2n Tran V a n L am o f h i s experit:nc.,e 

with the Congress ~\nd by the voks of the DcnlOCl'attc caUCI.l iJeiJ 

against a id to Vietnar.1. 

Faced with such forrnid,'lble probl on1s , President Thleu 

decided he had no choice but to withdr~w to lines more easily 

defended wit h reduced as5istanca. Unfortunat ely, such a 

maneuver is militarily both ui.fiicult and dangerous. In ad-dition 

Vietnamese troops normally have their families in c lo-90 

. . pro~limity to them • . The result was th~t the troops, inexpe~enc:ed 

in executin~ q u ickly s o complex a n10ve. and fa.ced with the 

pl'ospect of leaving their loved nnf'ls to the invaders, beea.rne 

panicked. 

., 
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But it ia in1porta n t. to l•et-nmnb(!. \" tha.t. p .:cior to this JnoOt 

r~ c<:mt rcve1·sal, Svu.th Vich13.11l.c~c troops ha\· -.~ fought 

hr.av cly and vkillfully. Gh·cn an i11dit:ation of U.S. nupport, 

th<!l"C is no l" •.! a~~ on to think they will not clo sq now • 

... . 

., 

. . • .. 

,. 
t .&. . .. . .. .. 



CH/\NGE FOR SUHVIVAl., OF .~;OUTH VIF.TNA2..i 
__ _,_- ..... _,.,...,. --·---- --- ......... ~--~- -- .. . ·- .... .. -- - - ·---·-

n: VThd; ie t l !.(! ui\.uatiou no . ., in v l d .l1<LI'll ? I IJ\~ fj thu CQ\!lJb :y ll ~"·o 
-;-_n'l ch:A.nc:~ fu r uuxvival? 

The utability o f SO'I.\th Victnaxn t n e r thn Pads Ac;cor( ~J 

Ynachinel'y a nd a n · deq 1.1at e levt~l of as a i !ltanc e t.o V ietman.. 

vVHh retiptH.:(; t o enf\·n:-c:en'tent r'l"'lach inery I it ·was d ctob:oyed 

N1 u>.::ne r 
i n the I o f 1 9 73, in h .g i ~l ation ·whi<:h p·-~. ohi."bi.t ,•d <li rcd ()1" i~Ld;.t• ct 

on1h:'{.f: a-:.:tiv1.tiaa b y US ! ol'Cc s in . uv (:r , ot• oH the cn~.l5t o f 

V i etnam, L a og ol' C amb odia . Tn fact, there was v i.:rt un.Uy n o 

p ossib ility t hat US military !urcc would eve r s.ga.i.n h.t.v-e been 

uacJ. in Vidnamr with or without s uch a l:1.w. ·wnat the l e.w 

dirl, howcvtn •, waa t o :t~n1ove the pouaibility o f US reant~'{ a u 

an inhibiting i uence on th~ North V i drcatnc,;c . 

As for aid,!. it was c"fit ·n F Y 7 Jc by a >ont :-~ 0 pcrcc~lt and in 
~~J, · . . .. 

FY 75 by,~···"' ~~:it t'l8
1 

t hi in the f~ce of shatT y risin g c osts- ~-

a qua d rupling of oil p:t'ices, for exumplc. A u a result, neither 

of the a s 11mnptions on which the Par is Aceorda were baaocl : ._i.. 
/ - .. . · . ... 

:. ·- . ·. 
proved valid. 

!n the f a ce of the recent blatant and m a s s ive North 

Vie tna mese a.g gres a ion. with the p:tosped of a d equate !l.mds 

· .. . 

· .. ·:., ·-·· 

., 
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to withd.::aw to a dt1fen.dve pcrirnd'H whic h t:h ~y ·thought cot:ld 

be held w·ith the n otiuc;; ud lHlppli e s avn-i.lab1e . Witho\.lt aclequ nte 

proved too n'!uch !c.r the for,: £·!s invnlverl <tnrl pan1.c onau.~d. 

AJ 1 ou~::h 

1:cta in;3 ~~ out.t•ol uf tl.t~ vast :tnn.jo:dty of the popula tion, tr1c1!l t 

of the pro uctive areas of the country, and very aigniflca n t 
,. 

arn1cd forces. 

'· 
Whether South Vieh1am surviv e s d epends on a. nurn~r of 

factors. the mos t important o f which are acle Guate U.S. ,, 

znilitary and eccnon1ic assistance i\nd the will of the So th 

Vietmuneae to continue to defend the:rn.l:.t e l vcs . The spirit, 

the n1orale, and the expet;::ta.tions of the Vietn.arncae are 

contil\gent to a great extent on thei.r perceptions of the 

support and constancy of U.S. assistance. 

I will be meeting with General 'Weyand upon hie return 

fror.u Vietnam to hear his aa ~es srnent of the situation thflre. 

I will make final judgments after rccei ving his report. 

·-i ... 



BLAtvfE FOH MIDDLE E:AsT TALI<(.S SUSPENSrON - --- --·- - -·----- ....._.__ ,_ 

Q: How do you r econcile the s tatements you and Sccrct.1.J.'y 
KiBsh1gc1· lnadu about not ascribing blame in th,~ fa ilure 
of the Mideast peace talk6 wi th your _Hear~! ir,tc l.' Vi ew 
in whic;h you called the Ln:·aclis "inflexible. 11 

.. <:'\.: Levying bla rnn fen; the suspenaic)n uf Secretary Kia singcl"G 

negotia tio:n.ll does not hdp U5 u~hieve O\ll' objective •. - fut'! ·he-1" 

proer•:Hs em the 1·oad to a jus t a nd ks t ing peace iu. the ltlic~dltt 

· };at.: t. Hathe.r than ;.nduJ.ge in recdn1in~Hons, w~ wa n t t:o 

con c entrate on where we go !tom here. 
" . 

However, it is rny view that 1s racl. which had the nl()(•t to 

ga:ir1 from a. process of negotiation with th~ U.S. as the 

rr1cdiator. should have e.hown g.r;·eater flexibility. It waa nly 

di sappoiuttne nt with the demonstrated lack of flo '!'.Y..ib:ility tb.D.t 

1 was eJ...-presaing in my interview. 



Q: 

A: 

Does the dotnino theory really have any validity in the 
int(!l'd <.:p~nd(!nt wcrlc-t of the l970s? 

For many years the United States ha.a enjoyed a 

poslt1on of st:rength 1n rhe world. -r·ne confidence that our 

a Hies h<.'!.vc in us ha s global influcmc:e for peace. When 

the l":otwtnncy and credibility of Arn e ricail COll'-ll i tm•'!nts 

io t3haken in one nation thu t relics on us, th~ r porcuaoionG 

Tnuat necessarily shake the conficience of other fri endly 

~ 

natinns similar ly sihlated. We have the strength and the 

capability to be a 1najot: force [or peace throughout the 

world. But our leader ship is dc~p~ndcnt on the re~pect 

judge us by t)Ur actions and not n1crcly by ou1· worda a nd 

gcutures, bowever well-intenticmerl they may ~eem. 

, 



VJ.ABILITY OF SOUTH V 1ETNAM 

0: Doean1 t the colhpsc of South Vidnarn prove that it was nothiil[J 
but ~ fictitiou:J .... ntity propp~d up lJy r.nas sivc US i volv«·.r l('t' n 

Not at ail: in H (! eig Accll mont.ho follow ing tho cone u~ it~ll 

o£ the Paris Accord9 in Janu::1ry 1973, $tJ 1lth Vietn.:.m \H\!l b 

t>very sense a 11 going concern." Its troop8 "'(:.re ~lert, co ::.flclent. 

and aggl'e!:Ssiv~ and without notable exception !ought w;)l\. '1' 9 

(!C"OrH)IYiic vigor ;.:11d f: trr:ngth. Indeed, rny o.rfer to tt: .r u.\ \ tQ 

US a w i u o.nc c after three more year$ of uu.. >Gt.antial h e lp vrs. 

nasc<.t on our projectiona of dynamic progress. 

U1<fo1"tunatdy, t"eductiona in US as6iatancc begnn fo e;1·o 1e 

thia sense of aelf-con£idence. In FY 74, 1nilita.ry and ecor.7.m:.:1iC 

f ace of sharply rising costs, including, for example a. qu.:ld1'uplina-

of oil prices, n1ilitary asaintancc wa:3 cut 66 perc-ent and economic 

aid 6l percent. 

In the face of the!le sharp declines in assistance, a deterioration 

of moTale occurred. In addition, the bleak prospects for future 

aid triggered a South Vietnanu!ac decision to withdraw to an area 

more ea~ily defended wi:h tre 'l':dlced mean~:s available. As we all 

eo t?agically see • the V ietnan1e se were unable to execute to 

complicated and difficult a rnanuP.ver 3nd panic eet in. We ;&.re noW .. 
_ ..... ~~. 

1n the procees o{ aneessing where we go in the face of the D.C!W 

situation which now confronts us. 

, 



REPLACH\JG~ANDONED EQUIPMF.~ 

0: Why · hm.1ld w~ :iUpport the South Vi etnarn..=Ha: hy giving rb~u 
n1.orc equlp1ncnt when they have let a billion dollar a wo:.:th 
!a.ll into North Vietnarueae hand~? Aren't we .j"uat throv.i.o.g 
good money after b a d? How ruuc.h woul..-1 it t-:.k-e to hol~ u~ 4D 
South Vi etnamese now that they hav(! lust so much.? 

At I do not want to jtHlgc at this point wha t South Vietnamcae 

need6 will be, or what our next stcpa should be. I want 

to a ·a it G eneral l,Vey~nd' 9 report and then to consult wit \ 

1ny a•lvi:HJrv before trnking- lny deciFir.n,;. 

What we need to dc is look at the rc~ql.tir en'lcr.tn o£ the eit\zation 

which now !aces \Je <md try to detern1inc where to go ~n that. 

baa is. I will let the American peopl~ know as soon as I have 

made a final judgment. 

, :: .· 

, 



0: 

GENEVA CONFERENCE 

Since Eeypt a~>kcd the Co-Chairnicn \"'">(the G~:m!va. ConfcrC~~lc 
. the U.S. and USSR -- to rcco.nvenl'! the conicl·c:nce. how dce8 
the Unit o rl States view a. reconvening of tl is cm1.! l."c~nc~? 

A: '\Yc are prepared h-, take any ~tcps to help promote a ln.atintJ 

peace in lhc Micldl~: Eaet, including of (:OUl':)c the recon-.Jel:'iag 

of the G eneva Conference. We will be l.!onsulting "\vi.th the 

p<lrtics involved about next 15 t eps. 

... 

·:. ;, . 

· ... . ... · .: . :: . 

. ; 



Q What is your rreaction to Sec. Gen. Waldheim' s interview 
yesterday explaining why he rejected aU. S. request that he appeal 
to the Communist authorities in Vietnam not to interfere with 
the evacuation of refugees? 

The Secretary General said that such a public appeal would be 
"counterproductive" because "there is a war going on and one 
side has occupied a part of the territory and does not want to 
cooperate and this creates a political problem." 

A The Sec. General issued a statement "asking the governing 

authorities concerned on all sides of the fighting to make effective 

efforts to limit the suffering of innocent people." We would have 

welcomed a more precise appeal to Hanoi to permit the evacuation 

of refugees. The Secretary General's statement was good as far 

as it went, but it did not take into account the human tragedy involved, 

and we will ask him to reconsider it. 

Q Does the U.S. believe the United Nations is only sensitive to the 
Communist view, as the Washington Post of April 2 alleges? 

A No, though I should add that we do not comment on unidentified 

quotes allegedly made by unnamed U.S. officials. 

Q, Is it true that Washington is becoming "increasingly distrustful" 
of Waldheim' s attitude toward the U.S. and believes he i·s too 
submissive to communists and third world pressures? 

A No. 



QUESTION ANDANSWER 

Recommended by Marsh. Supported by Buchen and the Congressional 

shop. 

Q: Mr. President, there has been much discussion as to who is 

to blame for the disastrous turn of events in Vietnam. There has been 

some reference to your view that Congress is at fault for failing to 

provide the recent request for $300 million in aid. Who do you feel is 

to blame? 

A. Let's remember the real source of the problem in Vietnam is the 

flagrant aggression and violation of the Paris Peace Accords by the North 

Vietnamese. They have invaded South Vietnam. They have made millions 

homeless. They are the aggressors. If they would withdraw and stop 

their aggression and atrocities, the situation in Vietnam would stabilize. 

By ignoring the Peace Agreement which they signed, the North Vietnamese 

are clearly responsible for the current tragic state of affairs. 

Now as to what has happened because of the aggression, that is 

more complex involving many factors both here and in Vietnam. As you 

know, I have a long record of supporting the efforts of previous A dministra

tions in Southeast Asia. I am sorry I have not received the response 



2. 

which I had hoped for in my requests for additional aid and assistance. 

Like many others~ I am disappointed that over a period of years there 

has been both a diminution and limitation on our assistance to South 

Vietnam. But I do not believe we should become involved in a national 

debate as to who in America is at fault. My hope is that the Congress 

will join with me in doing whatever we might to be of help and assistance 

to this beseiged country and its peop~e. 



·' -• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are the questions I believe are most likely 
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego. 

They are based on the questions which have been 
asked at my briefings and at this week's news 
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and 
Assistant Secretary Habib. 

I believe that almost all the questions at your 
news conference will deal with Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

All three television networks plan to broadcast 
your news conference live. 

RON NESSEN 

., 



i ' 

What is your as sessment of South Vietnam 1 s chances of holding 
out? 

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out? 

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam? 

., 



Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American 
military presence in Vietnam? 

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other 
military force to try to save South Vietnam? 

., 



•· 

What impact do you think it has on the American public 
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam 
is overrun by the Communists? 

., 



Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the 
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he 
reflecting your views when he said that. 

., 



The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations. 
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our 
military intelligence as a result? 

., 



You told us at your last news conference that a non-Cotnmunist 
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest 
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall 
have on America's security? 

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential 
to America's national interest, then why don't we send 
American military force in to save it? 

., 



South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of 
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that 
the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure 
of American blood and money in that part of the world were 
wasted? 

,, 



Considering what Congress has already said about aid 
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional 
money will be forthcoming? 

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional 
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there 
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have 
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese 
forces? 

_, 



Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization 
to be a failure? 

, 



Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in 
South Vietnam? 

., 



Why didn't the U.S. accelerate military shipments to South 
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was 
beginning to worsen? 

., 



Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor 
m.ilitary tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam? 

., 



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in 
Vietnam? 

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam? 

Frustrated? 

Angry? 

Saddened? 

Resigned? 



There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese 
soilders trampling women, children and old people to 
get on evacuation planes and ships. 

How can we call people like this our allies and why should 
we give any help to people who behave like this? 

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives 
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed 
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and 
trampling civilians in an effort to get away? 



QUESTION: 

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees 
in Vietnam? 

The President of World Airways and a number of people 
in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese 
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the 
necessary permission. 

Can't you do something about this? 

ANSWER: 

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South 
Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted 
by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's 
power exercised by the hnmigration and Naturalization Service. 
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The 
first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to 
arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here. 

(from Ted Marrs) 

., 



The only thing the United States has done in the past 
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent 
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. · 

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other 
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area 
or will make? 



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline 
new American policy towardS. E. Asia, the Middle East, 
or other areas? 

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the 
world: Indo- China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible 
for this collapse? 

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result 
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed. 
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked 
him to stay as Secretary of State? 



-!------·------

• 

Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand 
to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either 
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you 
were stalling for time? 

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military 
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces? 

Have you had any report from General Weyand? 



Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do 
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he 
were to step down? 



There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon. 
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event 
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese 
try to prevent their evacuation? 

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the 
event of an American evacuation from Saigon? 

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American 
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out? 



You have always claimed to be open and accessible, 
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about 
Vietnam this week, you ran. 

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough 
questions from reporters:? 



.. 

I know you have said the law forbids you to use American 
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know .your 
personal opinion. 

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force 
to save Cambodia and Vietnam? 



.\. . 

Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol? 

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated 
peace in Cambodia? 

., 
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P.pril 2, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN 

~~P 
~.1llRGI VAN'DERHYeJ(/)V FROM: 

SUBJECT: P:reeidcnt' s B l."icfing Book 

There ar~ several additions c .. nd subHtitutionl-J for .the o.:iginal 
Q 1s an.d A' a that went to Pa.lnJ. Spring a last Saturday. No•.:v that you h~v" 
received the new and additional Q 1 a and A's, you can update the Pr<:H;idet-.t':o 
and your bz:ic.fing books as follows: ·· · 

1. ~-hy Mo:t·~ Aid to Vietnam: i.a out of date and subm.lnHld nnde:r 
d2x~d questione. It should be :removed. .... . 

2. s=:ambodia Neg9tiation!ll. should be replac~d by the dexed v<:raion t:.i the 
same title. · ·'· 

3. UN Peacek~..Elng Forces !n .the Mid..£.le E-.nlf:: should be replaced by 
UN Peacekeeping Force: Reopening of the Canal .. 

4. The original question on the Producer Cc!!~ner Conferenc.s_shoUld 
be replaced by the dexed version of the sa.rne title. The gutdanc& 
has changed considerably on this one~ 

I have alerted.General s~owt;roft that you received many questiontll in 
your br1eftng today on Vietnam.ization. He thinks that the dexed guidance 

· should suffice, but if yo\1 ha.ve the feeling that it i A an isaue th& rt.portere 
will zero in on, please advise aud Wf'! will staff a separate Q. &: A. --· . __ ..;:.~ :_ 

•• o:-· ~ • 

. -· -



.. . 

CAMBODJAN NEGOTIATIONS --
Q, Now that Lon Nol has departed Carnbodia, do you see any bettor 

cln nee for negot-iations? 

A. The wa:r in c:.;ambodia is not conum.nng becc.?.use the people 

tl:1~1·e view it as a solution. 

Tha C.?.mlwdi""-'"1 Governmf<Cnt has indit!iiit e<l that it would ~~tel" 

into talks unconditionally at any time and plac.:c • . That offer has never 

been accepted and the Khm.cr Conunru1ists have refused to negoti.ate 

- ~ -~--=·-

not only with Lo.n :Nol. but aleo with any o£ the leader:~ of the Cam.bodi:n\ 

I have said that we are willing to support any negotiations and 

ac.cept any outcome which the parties thernsclvcs acc:ept. And as 

far as the Ut Hed States is concerned, the per sonaliti :::.u involved wUi 

not constitute obstacles of any kind to a ~ettlernent. 



UN PEACEKEEPJNG FORCE 
.REOPENfl\rG OF THE SUEZ CANAL 

Q : What is your view of Pl"etdrJent Sadat" l;J $peech ex.h.udi'l:l.g tlte UN 
peacelteepi.ng fol"ce s ou the Suez front for anoth~T three months 
and atll'lounc1ng the rc(lpenin~ of the Suez Canal !ot· r~arly Juna? 

A: The UN fo~ces are an essential part of the diseng<:tgen.-,.en·t agre:c-

ments on each front. The ae agr~en-,ents are a step towa.r,d a peace 

aottlcment in a.c:co:t"d;::tnc:e '\vith Security Council. Res-o1ution 338. I e.m. 

pleased with any r>tcp to extend these n1andz.tes ·as part of t:he peace-

making p:t'ocess . I welcomed President Sadat' s announcement of 

the reopening of the Canal tl.s a constru~:tive initiative that can only 

enhance the clim.ate for reason and nlOrleration. 
,. 

It ia very 

impol"'t:a.nt that all pal'i:ies adopt constructive Cl.ttitudes in this period 

. ~ ._.,: . 

~- .... -
. ~ . -:.: ;--:- -
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