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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are a set of questions and suggested answers
proposed by the National Security Council,

RON NESSEN
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What is yourmreaction to Sec. Gen., Waldheim's interview
yesterday explaining why he rejected a U.S. request that he appeal
to the Communist authorities in Vietnam not to interfere with

the evacuation of refugees?

The Secretary General said that such a public appeal would be
"counterproductive' because ''there is a war going on and one

side has occupied a part of the territory and does not want to
cooperate and this creates a political problem."

The Sec. General issued a statement "asking the governing
authorities concerned on all sides of the fighting to make effective
efforts to limit the suffering of innocent people.'" We would have
welcomed a more precise appeal to Hanoi to permit the evacuation
of refugees. The Secretary General's statement was good as far
as it went, but it did not take into account the human tragedy involved,
and we will ask him to reconsider it.

Does the U.S. believe the United Nations is only sensitive to the
Communist view, as the Washington Post of April 2 alleges?

No, though I should add that we do not comment on unidentified
quotes allegedly made by unnamed U. S. officials.

Is it true that Washington is becoming '"increasingly distrustful"
of Waldheim's attitude toward the U.S. and believes he is too

submissive to communists and third world pressures?

No.
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QUESTION AND ANSWER

Recommended by Marsh. Supported by Buchen and the Congressional

shop.

Q: Mr, President, therevhas been much discussion as to who is
to blame for the disastrous turn of events in Vietnam. There has been
some reference to your view that Congress is at fault for failing to
provide the recent request for $300 million in aid. Who do you feel is
to blame ?
A, Let's remember the real source of the problem in Vietnarh is the
flagrant aggression and violation of the Paris Peace Accords by the North
Vietnamese. They have invaded South Vietnam. They have made millions
homeless. They are the aggressors. If they would withdraw and stop
their aggression and atrocities, the situation in Vietnam would stabilize.
By ignoring the Peace Agreement which they signed, the North Vietnamese
are clearly responsible for the current tragic stat.e of affairs.

Now as to what has happened because of the aggression, that is
more complex involving many factors both here and in Vietnam. As you

know, I have a long record of supporting the efforts of previous Administra-

tions in Southeast Asia. I am sorry I have not received the response



2.
which I had hoped for in my requests for additional aid and assistance, .
Like many others, I am disappointed that over a period of years there
has been both a diminution and limitation on our assistance to South
Vietnam. But I do not believe we should become involved in a national
debate as to Wholin America is at fault. My hope is that fhe Congress
will join with me in doing whatever we ﬁight to be of help and assistance

to this beseiged country and its people.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are the questions I believe are most likely
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego.

They are based on the questions which have been
asked at my briefings and at this week's news
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and
Assistant Secretary Habib.

I believe that almost all the questions at your
news conference will deal with Cambodia and

Vietnam.

All three television networks plan to broadcast
your news conference live.

RON NESSEN



What is your as sessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding
out?

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out?

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam?



Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American
military presence in Vietnam?

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other
military force to try to save South Vietnam?



What impact do you think it has on the American public

when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam
is overrun by the Communists?



Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he
reflecting your views when he said that.



The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations.
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our
military intelligence as a result?



You told us at your last news conference that a non- Communist
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest
of the United States, If that is true, what effect will its fall
have on America's security?

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential
to America's national interest, then why don't we send
American military force in to save it?



South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that

the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure
of American blood and money in that part of the world were

wa sted?



Considering what Congress has already said about aid
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional
money will be forthcoming?

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese

forces?



Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization
to be a failure?



Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in
South Vietnam?



Why didn't the U. S. accelerate military shipments to South
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was
beginning to worsen?



Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam?



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in
Vietnam?

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam?
Frustrated?
Angry?
Saddened?

Resigned?



There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese
soilders trampling women, children and old people to
get on evacuation planes and ships.

How can we call people like this our allies and why should
we give any help to people who behave like this?

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed
. their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and
trampling civilians in an effort to get away?



QUESTION:

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees
in Vietnam?

The President of World Airways and a number of people

in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the
necessary permission,

Can't you do something about this?

ANSWER:

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South

Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted

by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The

first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to

arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here.

(from Ted Marrs)



The only thing the United States has done in the past
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent
January 1l to the signatories of the Paris accord. -

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area
or will make?



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline
new American policy toward S. E, Asia, the Middle East,
or other areas? .

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the
world: Indo-China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece,
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible
for this collapse?

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed.
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked
him to stay as Secretary of State?



Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand

to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you
were stalling for time?

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces?

Have you had any report from General Weyand?



Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he
were to step down? ’



There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon.
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese
try to prevent their evacuation?

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the
event of an American evacuation from Saigon?

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out?



You have always claimed to be open and accessible,
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about
Vietnam this week, you ran.

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough
questions from reporters?



I know you have said the law forbids you to use American
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know your
personal opinion.

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force
to save Cambodia and Vietnam?



Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol?

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated
peace in Cambodia? ’



































