The original documents are located in Box 5, folder “Indochina Refugees” of the Richard
B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 6, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ,. RON NESSEN
SUBJECT: Talking points for vour news conference

gnd Cabinet Meeting on refugee aid.

(g

1. We have a moral obligation to help these refugees resettle and begin
new lives in the United States. They fled from South Vietnam for two
reasons: They feared that they would be killed if they stayed and they
did not want to live under a Communist system of government.

2. By helping these refugees, many of whom fled their native land with
nothing but the clothes on their backs and a few small parcels, we are

living up to our heritage as a charitable and compassionate people. I

have spoken out strongly on this issue because I believe strongly that we
must do the right thing morally. We are a nation of immigrants and I

believe the inscription on the Statue of Liberty, which enunciates our

finest qualities as a people should be our guidepost in this tragic situation.

3. The maximum number of refugees expected is 150,000 at the most and it
probably will be less. Sixty percent of that number are children, the
innocent victims of this war who deserve a chance to live their life in
freedom and will certainly not be taking anyome's job away. Only 35,000
refugees are heads of households who will be lecking for jobs; but many

of these have skills which will enable them to find employment. The number
of job seekers is a tiny fraction of 17 of the labor force in the U.S.

Even without the Vietnamese refugees, the U.S. has been opening its doors
to 400,000 immigrants a year without any impact on the job market. Since
the end of World War II, almost 1,400,000 refugees from Europe, Asia,
Hungary and Cuba have fled oppression and sought freedom in the United States.
They have made a rich contribution to our culture and our economy and we
expect the Vietnamese will do the same.

4. Many of the Vietnamese refugees coming here have close relatives or

" sponsors in the United States so they will be no burden to the government.
Ambassador Brown's office at the State Department is using a computer

to match up the refugees job skills with the avafilable jobs. The re-
settlement program is being carried out in such a way that the refugees
will be spread throughout the country without a heavy concentration in any

one area. : T
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5. We are working with other countries. to resettle perhaps as many as
20,000 of the refugees outside the United States. Canada is welcoming
some. Some French~speaking countries in Africa have indicated that they
will take some. '

6. I have received communications from Pope Paul, George Meany, and other
leaders praising the refugee resettlement program and urging that the
United States do everything it can to help these people. I want to
compliment the Members of Congress, the Governors, the private refugee relief
organizations, and the members of the public who have spoken out and acted
to help the refugees begin a new life in the United States.

7. 1 want to emphasize one point. It is my intention that none of

the aid money I am requesting from Congress will be spent by the United
States Government to help the Communists of North and South Vietnam.

I believe it is the responsibility of the nations which sent weapons of
war to the Communists to come forward now to repair the damage.

8. Let me emphasize once more my deep moral commitment to help these
refugees resettle and begin new lives in the United States. Despite the
opposition of a few, I believe the majority of the American people want
to live up to the finest traditions of our history and welcome these new
immigrants as we have welcomed so many immigrants to our bountiful land
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9. 1 know Americans want to forget the Vietnam war. But we must not take out
our frustration and anger on the innocent victims of that war. To do so
would dishonor the sacrifices America has made in good faith throughout

this long war.




VIETNAMESE REFUGEES

Question .
Mr. President: How have State and local leaders reacted to your call for
humanitarian assistance for the Vietnamese refugees?

Answer

I have received very positive communications from several Governors and
-Mayors supporting the thrust of my request for humanitarian assisiance and
© stating a position of readiness and willingness on the part of State and 1ocal
governments to help in this regard

This has not been a partisan response, Governor Askew of Florida, Governor
Pryor of Arkansas, and Governor Aryoshi of Hawaii are some of the Democrats;
Governor Evans of Washington is one of the Republicans and Governor Longley
of Maines who is of course, an independent have all stated in eloquent terms
there w1lhngness to help these displaced V1etnamese

Mayor Alioto of San Francisco, Mayor Lugar of Indianapolis and Mayor Fasi
of Honolulu have likewise volunteered.

Federal efforts will bé fully coordinated with State and local efforts to assure
that our efforts are not in vain. :

Note: Samples of correspondence attached.

Mayor Alioto (D), San Francisco
Governor Longley (I) Maine

JHF - 5/6/75
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JAMES B. LONGLEY

GOVERNOR

April 30, 1975

Gerald E. Ford, President
United States of America
llhite House

Washington, D. C.

Dear President Ford;

This is a d1ff1cu]t day in.Southeast Asia but the great hope and
faith in the world, I feel, is still America and men like President
Ford. I simply want you to know that I am not writing as Governor
of Maine but as an individual citizen of the United States to tell
you that my thoughts and praye*s were with you in church this ~
morning as they are with you each and every day to help lighten
your load and give you and Betty moments of happiness vihich you

so richly deserve.

Once aga1n there isn't anyth1ng you can ask me to do to help you
help this country that I wouldn't try to do. :

Very truly yours,

( James B. ;qﬁéféy
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JAMES B. LONGLEY

GOVERNOA

Gerald E. Ford, President . °
United States of America -

White House i
Washington, D. C

Dear Pres1d°nt.Fcrd'

The State of ﬁaxne wants ta do whatever it can w1th surmer camp .
availability to serve as a temporary bed and board situation for
any displaced Vietnamese childran.

S

CSBTATE OF MaAIND

Qrrics 0¥ Tue BOVERNOR

ATCUSTA) MAINDS
HDABID -

April 30, 1975

As Governor of the State I

pledge the resources of the state to help these young orphans.

[
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Vety truly yours,

é?o—csw

James B. Long] ey
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEX....

INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE FOR INDOCHINA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520

July 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT .

THROUGH : Mr. James T. Lynn, Director, fégt:v"'

of Management and Budget

FROM: Julia Vadala Taft, Directori%}ﬁlgx)c;QZf

Interagency Task Force

SUBJECT: Status Report on the Indochina
Refugee Resettlement Program

Attached is the status report on the Indochina

Refugee Resettlement Program through July 17, 1975.

Attachment:

As stated

cc: Dr. Marrs
Mr. Eisenhower
Mr. Semerad
Mr. Cannon
Mr. Oaxaca
Mr. Puritano
Mr. Barri
Mr. Blaydon



STATUS REPORT ON THE INDOCHINA REFUGEE

RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM - JULY 17

REFUGEE STATUS (as of July 17)

Total Refugees Entered US System

Total Released

Us

Third Countries
Repatriated
(Requesting Repatriation - 2,435)

Avg. Daily Releases:

Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

ending
ending
ending
ending
ending
ending

Total in US System

7/17:
7/10:
7/3:

6/26:
6/19:
6/12:

Total in the Pacific

Guam
Wake

Other Asian Bases

Total US

Eglin
Fort Chaffee

Island

Camp Pendleton
Indiantown Gap

In Transit

52,834
4,959
0

761
687
687
755
749
796

13,197

6,707
6,024
466

59,526

4,427
22,680
17,084
15,335

335

130,851

57,793

73,058
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PROBLEMS RESOLVED AND MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE IMMIGRATION SUBCOMMITTEE

Oon July 17, I testified for six hours before the House
Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, and Interpatlonal
Law, chaired by Congressman Joshua Eilberg. Major issues
covered were: the role of the voluntary agencies, thelr.
responsibilities in settling the refugees, particularly in
the long run, and their funding; the employment outlook;
the issue of military enlistment for refugees;.aqtual and
potential problems of sponsors; and press criticism of
the resettlement effort.

GENERAL QUANG

General Chapman, who accompanied me during the testi-
mony, told the Subcommittee that controversial Lieutenant

‘General Dan Van Quang, former military assistant to Nguyen

Van Thieu, will not be readmitted to the US refugee sys-
tem, having voluntarily left it to enter Canada. If Quang
wants to enter the US, he said, he will have to file for
immigration and undergo the normal requirements of waiting
his time for admission under the quota as well as complet-
ing the normal processing including rigorous screening.

ADDITIONAL REFUGEE ARRIVALS

We have sent new instructions to all overseas posts
to facilitate the movement of processing of refugees stran-
ded abroad, principally in Asia. We are mainly interested
in reuniting immediate families and in bringing to the
United States former employees of the U.S. Government.

INS Commissioner Chapman has sent a letter to the
Chairmen of both the House and Senate Judiciary Committee
indicating our plans for an additional 12,000 Vietnamese
and Cambodians not now in the U.S. system. These refugees
will include inter alia extended family members of Indo-
chinese already here, as well as politically important Indo-
chinese who cannot resettle in Southeast Asia. In dis-
cussions with Congressional Committees, we are reassuring
them that no more than approximately 130,000 refugees will
be permanently resettled in the United States.



PRINTED MATERIALS FOR REFUGEES

USTIA has a number of materials that would be suitable for
orientation of the refugees which cannot be used because of
the statutory prohibition of domestic USIA activities. At our
request, Congressman Hays is planning to introduce a joint reso-
lution to allow the use of relevant USIA materials specifically
for the refugees.

A number of magazines are providing complimentary subscriptions
to the camps. The Governors' Conference and the National Geo-
graphic Society have donated maps, and we are soliciting more
from the AAA, Rand McNally, and oil companies.

BREAKDOWNS

The press has recently focused on a number of breakdowns and
implied that these are indicative of a weakness in the program,
and, in particular, in the activities of the voluntary agencies.
Our investigations have shown a remarkably low voluntary agency
(VOLAG) breakdown rate, and concluded that many of the serious
breakdowns have occurred among refugees who were either released
directly from Travis AFB or who otherwise bypassed Volag processing.
Volags have been for some time resolving such breakdown cases, and
last month we issued guidelines authorizing reimbursement of costs
up to $500 per individual in such instances, providing that no pre-
vious payments were made.

STATES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Los Angeles' Mayor Bradley has expressed interest in sponsoring
2,000 refugees in addition to those who have already been settled
in Los Angeles through private or organizational sponsorships. The
Mayor may run into opposition on this proposal on the basis that
California has already accepted more refugees than any other state,
although his interest indicates a great deal of generosity and
courage.

A contract is ready for signature with Jackson County, Missouri
which will take 250 people. There have been new inquiries and
expressions of interest from Illinois. Maine will accept all of
its 300 refugees by August 7.



PROBLEMS PENDING

REPATRIATION EFFORT STILL STALLED

There has still been no repatriation of refugees from
the US system. The UNHCR has sent 600 applications to Saigon
for would-be Vietnamese repatriates, and although it has
received no response, remains confident that one will be
forthcoming. UNHCR has not yet been able to contact Cambodian
authorities regarding repatriation.

The tugboat with 44 Vietnamese refugees which, as of
last week's report, was missing after having been ordered to
stand off the coast of Thailand,is still missing and is assumed
to have gone to Vietnam.

MILITARY ENLISTMENT OPTION FOR REFUGEES

One of the major groups we have identified as being diffi-
cult to resettle is about 8,000 single young men, many of whom
have only military experience. We have asked DOD to draft
legislation to offer military enlistment as an option to these
men. The legislation will have the following characteristics:
the requirement for permanent resident alien status should be
waived or granted; English language aptitude should not be a
precondition of enlistment; and the special enlistment category
should be large enough to include all potential recruits. 1In
addition to the 8,000 men above, we have asked DOD to plan for
an additional 2,000 married persons.

Congressman Rodino has also written to the House Armed
Services Committee requesting similar legislation.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ‘
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

'y
MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY va"‘/ L/o')
FROM: PAUL H. O'NEILL sl/d/

SUBJECT: Proposed Military Enlistment Option for
Vietnamese Refugees

Senator Hugh Scott has submitted a bill (S. 2239) which would
waive the residency requirement for Vietnamese and Cambodian
refugees for enlistment in the U.S. Armed Forces. Julia Taft,
we understand, has proposed that in addition to residency
requirements, other induction criteria be waived for this
group so as to permit enlistment of up to about 8,000 such
refugees in the U.S. Armed Forces.

S. 2239

Most Cambodian and South Vietnamese have been admitted to the
U.S. in a "parole" status. Aliens who entered the U.S. as
"parolees" are not eligible for enlistment until their status
is changed to permanent residence. By law one may not apply
for resident alien status until two years after parole and
then only under narrowly defined circumstances including
proficiency in English.

Senator Scott's bill would waive the permanent alien residence
requirement and permit these refugees to enlist in the Armed
Services while they are still in a "parole" status. It would
also, however, require that such aliens meet all other enlist-
ment requirements. Both Defense and OMB would probably support
such legislation.

Lower Induction Standards

Julia Taft apparently takes the position that English language
aptitude should not be a pre-condition for enlistment. OMB
and DOD oppose that viewpoint and take the position that waiver
of residency requirements is acceptable only if:

. The military services are not required to lower
physical, mental, and moral standards.



. The alien enlistee understands and speaks English
to the same extent as other enlistees.

. No quotas are established as to the number of aliens
who must be enlisted.

Comments and Analysis

It takes about eight months to educate and train an Indochinese
soldier in the use of English. This would seriously prolong

the trainee's unproductive time at additional cost while

denying the admission of an applicant who would not have this
language handicap. DOD would agree to give enlistment preference
to refugees who have been trained by U.S. forces in certain
critical military skills, as such persons can be utilized with-
out much additional occupational training. However, DOD would
find it difficult to accept some refugees now even though they
possess military skills since they have surpluses in some

skill areas and are therefore reducing the number of enlistments
during the FY 1976 time period. The enlistment of such persons
becomes further complicated by the fact that officers especially
are being involuntarily separated and some enlisted personnel
are not being permitted to reenlist in order to meet manpower
ceilings.

Further, if Defense feels strongly against acceptance of personnel
who cannot speak English and if such objections are overriden,
then it would appear that preference should be given to American
citizens (i.e., Puerto Ricans) who cannot speak and use the
English language and are denied enlistment.

We support DOD in this matter. We agree that the Department of
Defense should do its share in alleviating the Indochinese
refugee problem. However, the Department should not be required
to take actions which would result in lowering desirable
military standards. The military services are now enjoying a
period where they can attract and to some extent retain the
quantity and quality of personnel desired. It would be
regrettable to undermine this success.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 19, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DICK CHENEY

FROM: JACK MARSH [ell/

SUBJECT: PROPOSED MILITARY ENLISTMENT

OPTION FOR VIETNAMESE REFUGEES

- As per the attached July 22 memo, you indicated your desire to expedite
action on legislation that would permit the enlistment into the U. S. armed
forces of certain Vietnamese refugees.

Previous inquiries by our office have indicated Jim Schlesinger's oppo-
sition to this proposed legislation.

In an effort to probe deeper into Jim Schlesinger's views on this subject,
my office contacted the new Secretary of the Army, Marty Hoffman.

Hoffman, who incidentally agrees with Schlesinger on this point,
indicates that Schlesinger's opposition is not a knee-jerk reaction to the
proposal, but is a well-thought out decision.

Basically, it is Schlesinger's view that since we are experiencing

little difficulty in filling our military quotas (we are, in fact, at a point
where we are being very selective in accepting enlistments) the imple-
mentation of the proposed legislation would put us in the position of deny-
ing enlistment to highly-qualified American boys, for the sake of provid-
ing "another alternative in a refugee resettlement program’'.

Hoffman also indicated that we will be accepting only 80,000 enlistees
in the Army this year. It was his view that this would further exacerbate
the problem.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 22, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

 MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES LYNN

 FROM: : JAMES CONNORQ{“
SUBJECT_: . Status Report on the Indochina Refugee

S . Resettlement Program

- The President has reviewed the memorandum prepared by

Julia Vadala Taft dated July 18, 1975 and made the following
notation: : '

"Let's get that Armed Forces legislation -
going."” )

Pleasc follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Don Rumsf{ecld
Jack Marsh v~
Max Friedersdorf





