
The original documents are located in Box 5, folder “Indochina Refugees” of the Richard 
B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



.. 

~ - .. 

S­c 

• i t j : 

' 

' '! 
., 

t 

t l t' ,.! ( "' 
~ ~ - ·. - ... ~ ..... 

~{) (, .. 

' .. 
{ f.Y1 G :: 

. . 

. c ~ l l. ';' 

nn~. ··~· .. _ ... 

Digitized from Box 5 of the Richard B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WIIITE HOl '-iJ·: 

April 2, 1975 

TO: DICK C:HENEY 

.F.HOl'A: JACK 1/..ARSH 

A reprcaentative of Senator Hehr.ts staff delivered this to the 
\Vhite HO'I:tse at 9:00 p.m. for b.·ans~:ni:3sion to t'ie P.t'es:\dcnt. 
You can expect press inquil'y on the attached to:;norrow. 

Ple<?.se call to N(;s~;:on' s r\tten.t.::on. 

.. 
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r-~-~lash.in.g!nn. D. c. 205_Q(L __ (EOA) <-= 

l211-M1072 

R U E A D H ~1 

The on~going t1•agcdy in Vietnam dennnds action \"/~thout delay. 

I believe that you should irrmediately assign to the Conrnander of the U.S. 

7th Fl e~:, Vice Admiral George Steele, the mission of utilizing the Fl~et 

for the purpose of evacuating evc~y refugee who wants to leave Vietnam. 

Our facilities at Con Son Is1and off the Vietnamese coast, on 

OUnm·;a, at Clar·ke Air Force Basa and Subic Bay in the Phillip·in(~S, and 

American bases in Guam, Tai'tlan and Thailand, should be utilized for 

emergency refugee processing centers. The United States should irr~~d1ate1y 

dispatch eme)·gency military medical teams from HaHaii. 

The whole operation can be carded out by the U.S. t'avy and 

CINCPAC. HY personal inquiries ascertain without question that the 7th 

Fleet can perform the task of total evacuation of two million refugees or 

more within seven days. I am informed that the availability of emergency 

refugee ce;1ters and of military med · ca 1 teams is beyond any doubt. Furthermore, 
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the Vietnamese Navy has 90 b1ue water ships and 2)000 smaller crafts Hhich 

also can be used for this mission. 

Today, my office has received reports from Saigon by telephone . 

These repor-ts may be surrtnarized as follows ; 
11 There is tota l chaos in Saigon, panic that cannot be 

describedt chaos that borders on anarchy. People are 

comnitting suicide . This morning over the loudspeakers 

and megaphones the people of Saigon were advised to get 

on any kind of boat or sampan and get out to the South 

China Sea where they will be pi eked up by Amer-ican 

ships. In the countryside, civilians by the thousands 

are being slaughtered by the Communists while attempting 
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SIGNATURE 

to flee. Other thousands are floating helplessly 

on small craft and logs off the coast of Vietnam." 

Mr. President,. these are not soldiers of war I am talking 

about. These refugees are war's tragic victims~ helpless in the· face 

of the onslaught before them. 

In the name of God and humanity, Mr. President, we must act nm-1. 

<= (!t?) (SI'} 

Senator "Jesse Helms <= 
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PHILIP BUCHEI-"1 
JOHN t·lAl<Sn 

Sect ioi' 212 (d) ( 5) of the Im:nig:ca tion and Na t.iona1i ty Act 

I _-V 

. - . , . · ' t """1 ""tt y· Gene'-""1 -,·ay ~ ~ 1-·l· c· p:covlcles lnter a.Lla c11a 1 1e 1'- • • o:cne . --'-'-' L• - ~ .l-1, -- " _.., 

·· · · 1 · -'- t-' ,. · ·- d S-'-a-'- c.~ tam,...,o·- ~ ,...1 1 \' 1,-,--'l .,-c ci_~ ~~ .... C: rt..~ ·t:.lG Yl pEt j_"Q _e ll1 Ll.J ,_(.t,EJ U D l ;, .e - ._ l- Lt:.;:::, "---~ j;-' L CL~ • - .... ' ....... L ......... '-·-

su~~ ~o~ditjo~~ ~s he may prescrib~ for smerge~t reasons 
;r~~o~ ;ea~~n~~d~~m~d ~t~ict~y in the public interc~t 2ny 
-· 1 · - · d · · · ,__..__ T•·1-'t~d C'--·tes " .2.llen app_ y ],(;,'j tor a ffilSSlOn l.O ul8 l.>l J. c: ._) LG( -.••• ' • 

' 
l-!-. hj_ ::-, c:..ll.'Y of t .he use of ·this au-thori·ty J s pr_-ovided ot 
n· ~ ··. 
12.li) 1-l. 

1:'-.co:a A_:,-~ril ~-s th::-ough A~rillS, 1,'703 orplluns h.:Jve bee;'1 
flu·.rn cut of Vietna_;n/CarnbJdia. The parole ·process has 
}~~~2n a:i,Jplicd :i.n thess cases. An updated repo::.:-t of this 
actio0 is attached at Tab B. 

< 

On ADril 13, authorj~ation for movement of families 
;1c~ C'()~~f)i:.F'.y ir1g· t.J.. S .. c: i ·t.i. ::211 S r E.~t1..1rrli ng from ~lie t-110.rn \·lCiS 
CJTVC~1. Parole is beLl'J used in -:::his action. It. is 
estj.nat~d that between 3,000 and 5,000 pers6ns are involved. 

1 .. 1"'l1e1~~e are ]_,coo CG.rnbo.J..i.r;:n.s noT .. i J. n. 'J'tr .. aiJ~clrld ~~-:-flc~ \-.Jere; 
eva.cuc_,ted c:s pa:r:-t of ":E:::1.g lE~ Pull" and ~qho rr:.:1y •.·Jish r:o 
c(_:~r.e tc> tht:~ TJni ted St.c.tc .. s ~Ch.r~ J~ha.j __ '.30'fler~_rJ.en·t J1Z!.S m~3.de 
it clear tha::: it urgently desi~es thei.r onward movemen-t. 
s~ate and Justice request y0u~ auLhurization to proceed 
\·li.t}J. parole for l:JleSe f)8LS0rJS. \Aje J:."eC~:J~rrter~(: :::'()1]_1_:- alJ}:-)J:"·:J\/;-JJ ... 
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2. abou~: tf-o
0 

Set.: t~: Vietnamese at CJ.ark Air 
1-~o:.-c:~ 3J.::;e t:,·/l-~o;:)~ prc.:_;eri:~f~ is st.l-cJ.ini:!~f C)tt.r r:.-.::lat~~~.ons~ip 

',·:i-:::-~ -t2'12 Philippine Govcrnrr<ent. Tho::,e , .. ,h:J qualif:'l for 
i~ni0rant status under the I~A should be paroled into 
the G"n.i. i:ed s t.J. tes c:.s so,~n as possibJ e. Sta tc reco:-:unend~ 
tl:<::~ t the rew 3.inc1er also be para led. INS ar~Jrc:es "prov i.ded 
that the m.1raber ad::aitt:.ed is subtracted .Ercm the total 
number of parolees finally ad!ni tted." ',<,'e recommend paro!_e 
without caveat. 

DISAGREE 

3. There are approximately 3,000 Vietnamese relatives of 
A.rneri.can citizens or permanent resident aliens in the Uni tecl. 
States for whom petitions for entry have already been filed 
and who v10uld otherwise be admissible in due com .. -se under 
normctl im..'Tligration procedures. State and INS reco:nmend the 
use of parole to permit their processing to be co~pleted 
\.fhile ·they are in the United Sta t.es. Their stat. us will 
thep be converted to the appropriate INA preference as soon 
as :feasible after their c:::.rrival here as parole-::.s. He recCJm-
mend your approval. · 

AGREE L 
lJ L!::iAC:1REE 

IJ.. The.r·e ;.·,re also Vie"':namese nationals ( estimat:ed to . number 
between 10,000 and 75,000) who are immediate relatives of 
American citizens and permanent resident:s and for \Jhom 
peti tio~·1s have not ·as yet been filed. The number of those 
who would and could accept an offer of parole is unknown. 
State and Justice both recommend parole. \·le reco.~.T<:Ttend 

. your aporoval. 

. A.GJ:<.EE 

DISAGREE 

5 . Approximately 5 .. 000 Cc.m1bodia~1 diplomats and ot~~er 
refugees in third countries may face forcible return or 
expulsion, as in India~ If the \·Jorst should c,)me to pass, 
·the same parole authori t.y 1;.1i ll be required for Vic=.:tnamese 
diplomats and qther refugees in third countries, also 
roughly estirn3ted at 5,000. State will make every ~ffort 
to assist and persuade the lTNHC tor l1efugees Jco an·.::1nge 
for the relocation of ~efugees throug~out the ~orld, but 
State also wishes the Presi~ent ~o request t~e Jus~ice 
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DelJat""trr:.?!lt to a1_1 2L.11.orize er1·tr~' in-to tl1e United St.a.tcs oi~ u.ll 
Stlc:I-1 I)t.::rsor1s b~{ parole \vhene~Jer St_a.te cic-?·terTn.ines that tl1e 
efforts of the U~HC for Refugees arc not successful. 

~IJe recorcc;:nend the. t Department pos~tion be 

/ 
Lhc State 

AGREE 

6. Planning 1s also now required for the potential evacuatio~ 
of certain high risk Vietnamese. These include U. S. employees, 
labor leaders engaged in the free trade labor movement (parti­
cularly those who have Horked "''ith U. S. unions), governrn.ental 
personnel and others along with their dependents. There is no 
clear _i ndicatio::1 of just hovl great the number will be. Every 
effort w~ll be made to involve third countries , both directly 
and through international mechanisms such as the UNHCR and the 
International Committee for European Refugees. Nevertheless, 
i-t is apparent that a large number will ':7ish to come to i:::.he 
United States. This will require the Attorney General's use 
of parolE~. 

State and IN~ agree that parole should be exercised for such 
Vietnaeese, but differ sharply as to numbers. 

State believes that we should take our fair share of refugees 
who are unable to be settled elsewhere, and recognizes that 
the to·tal number, given log is tical and poli t ica 1 limitations 
could be approximately 200,000. INS would limit the use of 
parole to 50, 0 0 0 or' 4 0% of the total number to be evac-._.ta. ted, 
whichever is less. It is their view that (l) the domestic 
impact on our society of ad.mitting a large nur:tber is undesir­
able and (2) the Cuban experiences, wherein the President 
permitted 675,000 persons to enter the United States, should 
not be repeated. The INS also believes that it may be 
necessary to publicly announce this limit to prevent a mass 
exodus based on false hopes. 

The State Departnent has now accepted the INS limitation 
based U)On presently perceived political problems with the 
U. S. Congress. 

\·ie recom.;·nend that planning begin at once to process parole 
candidat'.:~:_.; from tl:.e category of ''high-ri.sk" Vietnc.mese ';)ut 
that \ve not at ~~~mpt to set a l imi ";.::. no-.·i. \\fhen planning is 
co~pleted and whan efforts of International cooperation have 
gone furt~er yo~ will better b~ able to deter~ine what is 
possible. Practically, it may not be oossible to rec.ch the 



.. 

level of 200,000 that the Sta~e DeJartnent originally fore-
sa.w. 

""Rl(,~ / 
1>.\.....,l ~~t .. ~-·--------

DISAGRi-m 

7. \\Te recornmend that you direct. establishm2nt of a smull 
£ull-ti~e ~~5k force wit~ the ~ecess3ry uuthority to iP?r~ve 
:z'our.- c~scis.-i_on m3.r::in.g da ~c. ba.se, ass c..r::·1e lntercier_)2.rt.b ental 
coordination, and advise you in this emergency. This task 
force should include high level representatives from the 
DcpartJaents of Stat_:~R::s'cic/or, HE\V and llUD. 

DISAGREE 
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}; C1 S is·rn.,~ ::.1 i. ·u [.r) 1 a~:/ tl ~r~~ C:1 ~-)(J] it. i o r1 (.) f ·ll1.C: ~~ (!_ ·t i 0 rlO.l 
();:-is;·it1~~ ~;='/::;tr;i~~~· l""r·c~sid.:.:~:a;.t_ ~fc)rl-c!.Z::)~-L :r.~'-7 j_\'cr"l -L.l-1.·2 Cl...l});,.ll1 

po. ro ]_ c:: f-)}_~ ()g .C c"1.l:l Ltc' ~~-·-:s; i i.~c: ·t}; (_) l I 0ll. s :-:. }_" Cf)():L t . ) 

15;0CJ0 Chinese~ _L-CCU(JCC'-i [·co!•t Honq Kong, by direction 
o~ Prc:_;icL:~r~t:_ 1<'""1nc2dy in l9GJ. 

6 I son (~L:c:.cho~3l\.J'.T&J: rc::~:ll(Jc:;c;_~ C.i_ft_c;·:l~ the SO\i~i..z~·t irl~vTasj_(Jfl 

of t:l".:tt councLy in l9G8, aL: t:he t:rqing of Congress. 

S?veral hundred Soviet Jaws and oLh?r minorities in 
·the u.:_~.S.H., al~ the~ urginq cf: Co::·:qn2 ss in 1971. 

l, 0 0 0 s ;~~{3. tc; ]_c s r> tJ g·::tltclatl-A;:-) icJ.r~s , ctu -~1-tor i zc~~1 i:n J. 9 7 2 , 
a.t t:lle 1~r';J-2I1t. r·c~~[1l.::;;~t. ()_~ ·t1~tc~ S·ta·t~=~ Dc~r>c-:trt~~-2:r1.t . .. 

l~o ll o~·1ix1g ·t11r:; fjllf):pre s s ion () f t.tt~.:'! ctbol: L:L \r~e li~trl~J Ltr. ia11 J_~C\lO ~L t: 
in i~"":le FaLL of l:J5r) ovc'.r 7.00 r 000 1!1.:msj<c.rian refu~re"'-;s fled 
-::~-::; c:ou0Cr~/ i C:t:-;f)._;.~;-i ... :.."'..ll.:/ t.o J\Ll:~!_·.rid.- (1(:0, 000) ;.Jl:·:~ to Yt1SfCJ·-
Sl8'tlia (20, OOC).. l~c~st~·tt.ler:.1er1t: rn..issio:_!.~ fro~r~ E12r~:·J c::O!lrl-t:~cic~s 

~-:·~:-cc~ ec-lsJer t:.o :.lCC>3_9~ I-TJ..Lrl·~·.:.1r i(~!1 1:-c; fLLgc;c~s, a11c1 t:J~t~ as:l1L.1ttl 
cou~tries -- e3peclally Austrj_~ -- served as ~taging arc~s. 
~ :c c~ 3 .iC.2n ·t E j_ S'20.i·l~)-,:c-! ~-~ a.. ~1~l. .l.c.(t:::~ J\.!~·2-l.' :L <.:an p~:!OJ? ~L(-~ j_11 ~JC~1l c~~_:-:.tl \l;~ ;~ c~ 

:::c:.~~J22:.. -to ::-:tc:cc~:r~ t 21 g2r1.::-~I--o~1s qt:.ot~.::x of ·tflf! II~1ng2.1.1_ i<J.rts. }?e\,7C~~r 

L'12n 7,000 cetl-~gee vi::-;a;_:; rei:~'li.ncd avoi1u.ble, hcy,;;:"'vcr .. und ·:cor 
t~e Refuge2 Relief Act of 19~3 as amend2d . 

., ,- ' _. , - , 
l...!. .::t-:.:.._.: ~~< ..!- '-...) J... .U U.~ 1':1 C..L .L . .L<..:. ~!. •:J " £. ~ L. Ll.l.L .:.) .J U. l :·.._.. \.~l..-:...1. C.: L.!..1.·:.; L~~..__. .J. ;~ .L I...J:. l \'I Cl ~·.J 1 :..~:....1 . .._J.. .. _-_: 

+- 'C'1 _1_:_ 0_. '.Jo~.:- ~ c,_) c~ r_~ t: _-'L("l tl ~~ _-,, __ ·2_ ( r:! ) ( r-- l 0 ~- .t-11.:' -L- ,·n ~:· -: C' 1 .... :;:) ·'L- _.L u- ~-, .--=! n C.~ J·:~ :::'! -~· ~ !--.. y--, :l 1 _ ... ~ __ _- •• - _ - , • -- ,_ - • ~- __) 1 -- l- ~ _ _,-"-'--- ___; _ -:-, _ _ _, _ <~ • _ , c~. '--- -~- .n , ._. __ 

r~1 I"l2 S}iiH[JatJ!.et:l.c; 85-L~l~. Con._ljres ~; E:n;:tc-~::.cO. P.I.1 .. 85-S:)9i \·il-lic~}1 

:)::.0":7 j_{tc s :tor acl ~j ll3 L~r::.2rt t c;~ s t:Ll t.110 CJ f J?.:L-:.olec1 IIr:.r~~r .:1.r _i.a t! s 
t:o ti-:a ·t of }_)c-;r~~-:·len-t: ircuni·0-~~~-1:r1ts ·C.J t}~rc: LJ~S. '£l1-:.; r:1c1jo.::-~Lt~/ c1£ 
-c:~ (_:.! r t:: f ecJc e:; ;:; 1,·-12 ~c e l.J --c· C) ·l.t g 11 t. i . .ti f x·c) nt l\ u.s ~--~c .:_i __ :.1 i :n t.() Cl U :;o ;-; ... s tc.10 j_r.!.·:T 
2~22, in Camp Kilm~r, New Jersey, administered by the Dcpart-
r:·.c~-:t of t:l:.e 1\~c.~.!:l~l· '11l1E~ rc~fLtSf2C~s '"\1Gl~e r(:-;s~2·t·tlo;:l fror~1 Cc:ttnp 
~:ilr:~~~c, prj_Itlr:t:c_il~l ·L lrt.·c)~_:.srll ti'"!(~ cf:CcJr t:s of in·te~l-E:~s t:.:~c1 \tolurlt· .. ~:c_{/ 
~: ;::~:--~·:::: le 3.. P:. t.o L·.,:-,_1 of 3 0 , 7 0 ]_ lll ~:nJ iJ.~ ia. -r-1 r·e.E ug·er:;:.; r·t.>':}l;.la r i ~~ e:J 
-c.~-~::·i.r ~-;-L:at:_ .s .ir1 tJ12 l~Jtit_,_:;(i s·tc:tt:.c:J t1!li]E.~:c P~JJ. 8~)-559 du:cirt~J 

] .. S ~~ 3 ·-- :J 9 . 'J~hj_ ~ :c Cl).Cf~ ~.;c~rl·Lc~d t.1lC.~ 0 v·c; ·c·.·: l-!.r; l1·.1 i11S.J T0.Q j C)T:- j_ t~~'( 0 = t ~ 1e 
~::..:.;--'-(;c. r j_a. Il ref ll<J CC -=-~ \·Jll() -;i;t_; r 2 l)2'"t ~-o l c c1 j_rl to ·tl1i s cotlii C.r y ~ 

Fron 1957--
77. t.r1is crJunt~:cy ac-i.rn_i_;:Lcc1 621,/lOJ Cubc.Ln ns.tion;-J..J.s \'l:-10 floc:~ 

f :;_ r_)~ :1 C: ·l1;Ja. .. 'I'J-J(.l t c.:<('"J(:~ '.1 ;.; \/ 2l S S C: r: t_;l- a.l.l \ 7 (.l i \/ ic1cd ill i.:<.) t 0. Leo 

c: i :J t.i 2lC t. 1") :?!1:- :L oJ ;_; : .f :CC1E1 · t11c; c:.~tl. './ r ~ n ·t CJ f Lf1~ Cct s l:c (_) g·o\: 2:cr:!Y1.C~ll t: 
::_~: 1J59 tc) t.:h.:~ :o.t.·c1 ;..~~ · ~."i:i0 o£ C:.-~J.'l·-·J_-;:t.:·!_ t.:~c. j~·elz.~t~ _i(.J·l~ i!!. JZlllU.d.J~Y.' 

L~-;G_l ; fL-c::!_ l~·)G_~. 1:~~:Li-i t~l1 ... _. C'~iC~ c~( C(.J:·~r;:--~.c~;~~-(--:.1 tl.-2~v-.=:1 J.Il 
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-._-_r:_) ;-;·::·irl:_j ·i,~£:_{~:n~ t..() t}lC; l_jfl.i.L·c·ct S-~>.Lt-·c~c~;u 

_ ·::~=-c~:-· __ -;_) tl~~: 1~--) \/i~;.-_l i:J:~;; cc:;~ _ _:c~11c~:1 lJi: 
(::::~::.:)c.::),] :.hc:y \·.'c.~:~c.' pcn:ulc~d .in'...:.o ul_(; 

~::. .. ~.:)_:_c--: }"~-::-o·,_:-_i.s_-i_cY:t;:; of ·t}lc IEE~~--~~;r:-;.t~·i_c>rt. 

On .:.:xrivc.tl ( .' c 1' ~- l 1 - . L1, ,) \ .. A.r •• !... •• -l._'! 

"l:h~ IIrtr1i(_frutio!l !~;c:r.:-\:--~i_(~C! 

Uni~ed StaLes un0cr th~ 
l;ct. 

;· :) ~:~ o -·- f orr:.~t :: c1(_;-:; L1J-~~·~~~-l tc-1 L~Lo1~ t.CJ e.lt.J.JJ 1(;• t.r~- Zl \/C 1 t~() c: CYJ.r.~~~?.r:ct.~ • 

:--~·t:>22:' ·tl:c~ ti~Cf_~o.!-_ ~Ln. cJi;?1cnn·J.t ·i.e rc~1-::L·i_·.l.c).t"l~.;, ·tl1c: lJn·i_t.c~Cl s·ta.t.cs 
--~ :: i_ ~ i :: .ll ~i a\:-() 5 . .cJ. L:·J. t-11~~ Ll sc:: () f r> :t j- C' J c~ i~ lJJ: Ctl h~-"i_l-1 ~: E l ce ii1. ~f t.l:o 
i:;]~.:-:.l""'..c} ·Lr1.2 :cc:.::~c,2~-~~-c~rJ. i.:o ·t!.1c~ c=io'./:i.c~e c)f. 'd::~~i\Jin~; Ll12 \ 7 .i_s3. r.~e­

c~ .. .:.i.:::r:""'I::.-,.:;r).t::. CJ11 Cl r:t::L:~j~J f_:~~c.J_-i_s C"'!l .. l ·tl-~·2 t.l: ... ;O.l.:"':{ thcL·L-. 2t.LC~ }l. Ca~;<; 

~::- 2 ;:.-:·.:- f:-~ :~ s ~.-l ~~E:d c:-l J.1 tl:Clf 0 .r· c~ .::>·.::,_~~11 c-;~.ne:::-~s e11 c.: ~y })·=:c 2 U. sc.: C) t" Ll-_l(:; l} "CJD. \/Ct. :L ~L ·­
::.:..}:, i -~ :L ·t ~.r of c o~1 ~J c~ J.<1.c ~_;c:; t~·\.r icc~!""-) ir1 Cr:.t1c1 ... 'Tl1:i_ s p:r.o']~ ctm ~L ::J .. r~~rc ~L :l 
~-3~:-:-:j_~1c-:.i.:cc2 c·C. t1l.:: ·tirc~o C)f -t- 1 ·~;~ C:l-tJ.Jc:.n ~.~liss.-LJ.e C1:isis of ]_$}02 
.:.-:.::..-::::.,J.ss ·t:ca_\/21 C)t1t o:C Cu~DD. l.J,.:;ca2 ... :~ .i.rr1p:.)~:;siblc~ ... 

'.r ~nc: C l.J.~) .J. r1 1.- c~ .E 1.1 ~i- c~ (~ f 1 C)~·; ":-' ~t ;~ r ;-::: c1,_~c; c~(l t·.c. 
a t~lckl2. In D2c0nbcr 1~62 the As~rican Red Cress beg~~ 

.. ~:; ;; c; :! .:; c~~=- i I!.g u j_ ~c £ J_ i Sf l: ;:~ ;:·; c.1 n.<t \/C.~ s ~ ~:~! l ~~ \'.71"1 }_ c :1 b~L C)tt {_11;. t C t.J.l:}~l rt r t..~ f 1.'!.­

:; ::~ :.=::; t~o t.I2c U r~ j_ ~c:C!. f.; La_ 'l~e ~-~ ,. p J~ i1~-~ =-~ ~c j_ l ~y· 1- c:: J..a. t::L·\., (2 s c) f C tll.J ::i.!l ::.~ 

:?:. ]_ ~ :~--:c: ::. ~- i1C :ce Cl~1CJ l?r ~L :~ Oll(.~ T"' ~; :f. rC'l't"l. t J.J(~ II J.t:.~ ~i 0 f p .i~J ~~-; n :i Il v."J. ~;; i. <..J:"1 9 

~~Gsc p~oplc w~re directly paroled. 

t"tl,'!."~" ......... .--"-- ·----~~· __ _:l 
.._.. .._._J__...__ ... ._ ..> ~r.·,J.-.....J \. 1.-..1..(. '--'--'-1· ' L..V 

~:::~ ~J o 3 ~ ~~-~··:J~ .. lld c~. C C C.l}"J 1:. u.l.l - [) _l_J: OC t }?~.:i .L~O 1 C~ \·,;·ct ~-; tf·t~~ r:t2 t.llC1C1 0 ·f 
:::0::-!t:.:::/. SO:"'l8 cu_}_,_:o,l".S \•/Cr1t. i..:o Ul-Ll~d C(.Jun:.:ric::> (pr.i.m:J.t:ily S;:;uin ) 

-~.: 1. ~.:.:- ~-; 2 ..c ·.::lc. :.:. i "\'0--.: s ~L tl f -~--lv:; U .. ~; .. \ :c::t.~ (~ s1· j_ \r~~ n. 1
' r) r~- 2 --r) 21. }~() lc.~ i! 0. o c '-~~~~ C' r~ t u-­

~io~ (m3Jicals, ~ffirlavit cf support, s~curity clc~rance) oy 
::.:-~~:...'i.~ co:n~;~_1l::1·t_:':".: .i r-,_ J.:.~lc"1 .. t~ilt ~ \\71·12-r.' c~.l1.0}/ a.-[1: .i .. \-'C~~J c1-t: t~l1t~ f.J'-~ s.. }_'c);:- 1_: 

c.;=: (-::~"Cl.-~'{ , tl-1.c~_2; 1.-;·E..::cc IJa.rolc(J ir:t.o ·t}!_~~ U.S. })>/ II-IS.. I11 C">c..t-c):)0l~, 

~~ ::1 7 3 I tl12 l-~ ~-: -;-~c)rr:c~ _·"./ c;e:rle ~c (~ 1 Ll. s·.1..-:- e.e~J t.CJ Cl ()J).C; yca.r r):).J:.- () -~~ ~·~ l~\ --~-- (~:- . 
~- ~~.:~_:-:-: fC>'"C tJlO~--:~~ i.-_;--:_ t:.l")_C)Ll. t c.<L(.)~-:"':~ r8lU.l:}_\7 Ci:.: l1ere. ;)C.JCU~l:~~l~·L;;_·t_.i_C)l"l 

·,·, :.::. s ;1:c e E) :;cc :..~.:.1. l)~/ t. b.::?. c C)rl ~J tll ~l t ·.o :.-::: Cl :..l '.1i ll1 tl12 r-r~c c ---r~c:J~ ole "}:.) rc) ·~; :~ .=nli., 
~:- ·....: t. J". ~·::; t .) el- sc.: r1;1c~ J in Ct:::J~ \' ~t. r: v.:-~!cl_ (~t.t 1 :..~ is~; tJ. c;d · ·t-_t-1. ~:: a_ c; t~ttD. )_ f) 21- C.J .1. -:~ 

:;J ::·()c..~ s ~; C"~ ·:"L :0 "":::,7 t.l1~: (~ u.].J ~l rt r~~-~ f 1.l~J 2 (.~ c r:::; Il ·L.~C;~C i . .i-~ 1 l.i. Clnt i ;~· u. ~:. JJ ).' III:~~\! • 
.. _ .. , :~. '2 .=\.:= t. 0£ r~: ()~.:- c~ e.G)~: 1_- / l 19 G G (~ !121) J (:(1 (~ ~ lb .3. t1 .L c f l1~J ':_;r~ 3 tc> ~1C1 j L~ ~: ·t 
s~~~~s to p2rm2n~n~ ~esident~. 





- Provid2s an updat~ on the orph~n evacuati on progrmn . 

J)TSC:USSI:J:J 

- c~ 3 A~r 7 5 , DOD develope~-~roccdur2s for orpl1an cvacuat1on. 
S ·t:c.:. -!:e ,I 2 .. I D i.-Jll.o J. c~l1 sc~r-tC"~cll :l co;1c-:_1.:::J~f:;U • 

A.ll orphan~; 1 u:::xm V9riJ:ication by US Emb::.:.:c~.c>y in V.i.c·(~nam 
and C<J..1ilboclia 1 ':ioulC: b2 a.Lr1ifLcc1 on first cl.Vailc-1.blc-~ 
military or cc~Eercial contract aircraft to Cl&rk An~ 

J\"i..: Clark -~. B m2d.ical eval1.F1t:.:i.on \·Jould be mo.de ·to cJct::e:cmin>~ if 
orphans should be hospit~lized , vroceed on noimal airlift , 
Or 1-- ~ ' r:· ··dl' c'"' l , v ev·1 r'u "'·tnd ;)c:! - ~~:::- c .... ___ ,__ . CL ~- .a -.._:. (;o 

Vl i r·r"-·,_, -'-·]lr:>rj -,rorr>er·] ·to ;_- _ _ ...._~~-·L..J l--~-,;._ ~-~_,_.... __ ......, ..... 

Seat.i:le a::; ba,..;kc:,p \'7herc 
personne l would further 

San Francisco or Los Angcl~s with 
mil:i.t.ax:y and vol'Jnt:cer a~J,~ilC.f 
process i.hew. 

- Fr . .:)In ·1 ·thro~J.S11 l ') J\.p:c:L 1 a t~ot-.u 1 ot: 17 0 :~ orphan~; (52 Ccl'Tll;oc::_,,n~;) 

have been flm·m o <ri.:: of Viet:.nam/Cambc)dia. ~-lili·tc-n:y l~irJift. Co·"_:;u.nc~ 
Uii\C ) t.r2no;pcn· L.c;cl 8 8 ':l t.hrough Clc:t:ck 1\FE, Ph:i.l:i.ppir1es, of \lhich !iJ 

a.:r·e currcn tly· e.nrou L:.c. Non -DUD Cc.i.r:r-icrs , cha:L l:.(~rcd by p:,:·ivute 
C~~t~J:C~~tlg· e-~2rlt-S r t:ca21SI.1C>l tccl ·tlle bc-:lt-1.l1CC Of 820 Or.[)llr=lnS .. 

914 orphans hct·v~ beer, raovcd to Sctn Francisco . 

330 o:cphc:tns ha:Je been moved to I ;os l\.nge1es. 

- --- 2 J :L orphans hdve b ec::n i t10VE-.!cl to ro:c :.:: Bc~1ning , Ga . 

(These ~igu~es ~a not total 1703 due to double handl i ng, 1 . e . , 
L . A. an~ Benning) 

C~ lar·J.: l~Il, , Philir);_JiT!CS --~ 5 l l,..JSfJit.clJ. .i_::;7~c3 . .. 
l~-~c~;.a_u J\E\ , IIa'.-;:ti.i ·- ~ 1-:ospitalizez:1 .. 
S~n ?rancisco - GS 



5 l~IJri..l crash of C-·5 ~ 100 (figu ~.·e not fir~aJ) 

One died enroutc to Clark AB - c~use of death, extreme 
dehydration. (Infant ) 

One died at Clark AB Hospj_tal - cause of death, sepsis 
(absorption of pathoge~ic microorganisms into blooJ strc&~). 
(Tnf<mt.) 

One; c~.i..ed cnrout.c t.o Lo.oc~ ..1'\ns;e>.le~~ - ca.u~-:e of death, pnr~u-cnonL·t, 
de!:ydration and prcma tur.U~y. :Rcp8rted 2-'1 days old. 

Prognosis - No more ds~ths expected. 

- Future orphan airlift requirements: 

Knu.·m -- L-:ero - orig·inal 11 H.eportcd 2000" a11 processed 

Possible - 80 (Vietnam) Rumors of 500 to 5000 more. 
'l'rctc\illg ·this. 

- Problel·1S: 

Dc:spi.te ·the o:f:c.i.r.:ia.l S ·tate;'AID/DOD syste:-11, certain :i.ndi'T.idne1.:L::> 
hc:i.VS operated as free aqen ts n2l:::ing arran]"'n.ent.s :[:()r cont~ c:-z:c~-
,_ "\ o ... ' ., I I , , 

J..J_J-":-jlL l-W ctll'..J. u_;_ ll,..;\..... L- .LiCl.!_.-J\...Jl..i. \/1 _L t..:-Jl L.'.}.L: ULi..J.!..!..ct.i...!L.t::jG? ... 

Th:~~; lL:lS cau~.cd considc~1:<2Llc confusion and resul·Lcc1 in 
tlwn de~;irable service: for the o1:phans. 

Ne\·ls repor·tc:cr~ CC:":.rc;ri11SJ corf_-~ner c iaJ_ c.:trri \'a }.s at S;:tn 
PraDcisco and Seattle (outside the State/AID/DOD systen) 
cited health problems Hi th orph.:.>.n~; on ·these fllqht.s. 

- Current funding status (funded by State/AID) 

Airlift $1,156,772 

Medical 1G6,933 

Support 71,916 

Totill obligated as of ]5 Apr - $1,395,626 

Prepared by: MGEN H.F. Casey, USAF 
DOD Orphan Lift Coordin<Jt.or 
ox 741~1 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

. . ' 

·> 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~..ay 6, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

RON NESSEN 

Talk:i.::_~_8....2.£!nts for your news conference 
qnd Cabinet Meeting on refugee aid • 

1. We have a moral obligation to help these refugees resettle and begin 
new lives in the United States. They fled from South Vietnam for two 
reasons: They feared that they would be killed if they stayed and they 
did not want to live under a Communist system of government. 

2. By helping these refugees, many of whom fled their native land with 
nothing but the clothes on their backs and a few small parcels, we are 
living up to our heritage as a charitable and compassionate people. I 
have spoken out strongly on this issue because I believe strongly that we 
must do the right thing morally. We are a nation of immigrants and I 
believe the inscription on the Statue of Liberty, which enunciates our 
finest qualities as a people should be our guidepost in this tragic situation. 

3. The maximum number of refugees expected is 150,000 at the most and it 
probably will be less. Sixty percent of that number are children, the 
innocent victims of this war who deserve a chance to live their life in 
freedom and will certainly not be taking anyone's job away. Only 35,000 
refugees are heads of households who will be looking for jobs; but many 
of these have skills which will enable them to find employment. The number 
of job seekers is a tiny fraction of 1% of the labor force in the U.S. 
Even without the Vietnamese refugees, the U.S. bas been opening its doors 
to 400,000 immigrants a year without any impact on the job market. Since 
the end of World \.Jar II, almost 1,400,000 refug~s from Europe, Asia, 
Hungary and Cuba have fled oppression and sought freedom in the United States. 
They have made a rich contribution to our culture and- our economy and we 
expect the Vietnamese will do the same. 

4. Hany of the Vietnamese refugees coming here bave close relatives or 
sponsors in the United States so they will be no burden to the government. 
Ambassa.dor Brown's office at the State Departme;mt is using a computer 
to match up the refugees job skills with the available jobs. The re­
settlement program is being carried out in such .a way that the refugees 
will be spread throughout the country without a ~eavy concentration in any 
one area. , . ..-····:·;. > ·. 

f""~,:;_,.-
.i ::~ 
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5. We are working withother countries to resettle perhaps as. many as 
20,000 of the refugees outside the United States. Canada is welcoming 
some. Some French-speaking countries in Africa have indicated that they 
will take some. 

6. I have received communications from Pope Paul, George Meany, and other 
leaders praising the refugee resettlement program and urging that the 
United States do everything it can to help these people. I want to 
compliment the Members of Congress, the Governors, the private refugee relief 
organizations, and the members of the public who have spoken out and acted 
to help the refugees begin a new life in the United States. 

7. ,~want to emphasize one point. It is my intention that none of 
the aid money I am requesting from Congress will be spent by the United 
States Government to help the Communists of North and South Vietnam. 
I believe it is the responsibility of the nations which sent weapons of 
war to the Communists to come forward nov7 to repair the damage. 

8. Let me emphasize once more my deep moral commitment to help these 
refugees resettle and begin new lives in the United States. Despite the 
opposition of a few, I believe the majority of the American people want 
to live up to the finest traditions of our history and welcome these new 
immigrants as we have welcomed so many immigrants to our bountiful land 
..f..., +-h- _..,ro+- T.T,... T..,..;11 k-..., 1-..,...+-,._,..._ .,...- .. ~-+--...... .--..:1 .- '\...-...,.+--- _,.... ..... -1 ..... .C,...- ..:1-.:..--
_ .. _ ---- r -r -· ··- ;.~ ...... ...,_ - ... ·----~ ---... 6.- .... J ..................... ....,_ .... .__~ 1'--.t"-- .£;.-.a. """v ...... .a.o 

it. 

9. I know Americans want to forget the Vietnam war. But we must not take out 
our frustration and anger on the innocent victims of that war. To do so 
would dishonor the sacrifices America has made in good faith throughout 
this long war. 



--; 

VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

Question 

Mr. President: How have State and local leaders reacted to your call for 
humanitarian assistance for the Vietnamese refugees? 

Answer 

I have received very positive communications from several Governors and 
-Mayors supporting the thrust of my request for humanitarian assistance and 
stating a position of readiness and willingness on the part of State and local 
governments to help in this regard. 

This has not been a partisan response, Governor Askew of Florida, Governor 
Pryor of Arkansas, and Governor Aryoshi of Hawaii are some of the Democrats; 
Governor Evans of Washington is one of the Republicans and Governor Longley 
of Maine~ who is of course, an independent have all stated in eloquent terms 
there willingness to help these displaced Vietnamese. 

Mayor Alioto of San Francisco, Mayor Lugar of Indianapolis and Mayor Fasi 
of Honolulu have likewise volunteered. 

Federal efforts will be fully coordinated with State and local efforts to assure 
that our efforts are not in vain. 

Note: Samples of correspondence attached. 

Mayor Alioto (D), San Francisco 
Governor Longley (I) Maine 

JHF- 5/6/75 
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.JAMES B. LONGLEY 

·• 

Gerald E. Ford, President 
United States of At-nerica 
Hhite House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Ford: 
, 

April 30, 1975 

This is a diff1cu1t day in .. Southeast Asia but the great hope and 
faith in the \'/Orld, I feel, is still America and men like President 
Ford. r simply \'iant you to knm1 that I am not writing as Governor. 
of Haine but as an individual citizen of the United States to tell 
you th.at my thoughts and prayers \•;ere with you in· church this · 
morning as they are \·lith you each and every day to he 1 p l_i ghten 
your load and ·give you and Betty moments of happiness \'thich you 
so richly des.erve~ -

Once agairi, there isn't anything you can ask me to do to help you 
help ·this country that I \•rouldn't try to do. 

Very truly yours, 

C\:__~·· o:--- rr James B. orrgJ ey 
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0FP"l.CE OF TlHJ G.oY.L:R.;'H)lR . 

.Al:·(H;STA., Dl~'\.]1:'\E 

O•iH~3® ; 

GO'</EAMOiOt 

Gerald E .. Foret,. President 
United States of .America 
Hhi te House ~. 
Uashi.ngton,. -D. C. --

Dear President Ford: 

April 30,. 1975 

_,:! 

The State of t·faine \'/ants to do whatever it can with summer camp 
availability to serve as a temporary bed and board situation for 
any displaced Vietnamese children. As Governor of the State I 
pledge the resources of the state to help these you_ng orphans. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~· 
James B. Lo_ngl ey 

JBL:bh 
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September 4, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAUL O'NEILL 

FROM: DICK CHENEY 

Paul, the President has reviewed your memo on the proposal to 
provide for miUtary enlistment for Vietna.Jileae Refugees • 

.He indicated he agrees with you and Secretary Schlesinger. He 
does not want to lower our induction standards at all. He will, 
however, support leglslation to waive the re idency requirements, 
but under no eire wn tance should we do anything that would involve 
a reduction in standards. 



THE PRESIDENT HAS SJWT. ·~·, 

INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE FOR INDOCHINA 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520 

July 18, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

THE PRESIDENT ~ 

Mr. James T. Lynn, Director, ~ 
of Management and Budget 

FROM: 
. -~-~r 

Julia Vadala Taft, Director~~ 
Interagency Task Force ·~ 

SUBJECT: Status Report on the Indochina 
Refugee Resettlement Program 

Attached is the status report on the Indochina 

Refugee Resettlement Program through July 17, 1975. 

Attachment: 

As stated 

cc: Dr. Marrs 
Mr. Eisenhower 
Mr. Semerad 
Mr. Cannon 
Mr. Oaxaca 
Mr. Puritano 
Mr. Barri 
Mr. Blaydon 
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STATUS REPORT ON THE INDOCHINA REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM - JULY 17 

REFUGEE STATUS (as of July 17) 

Total Refugees Entered US System 

Total Released 

us 
Third Countries 
Repatriated 

(Requesting Repatriation -

Avg. Daily Releases: 

Week ending 7/17: 
Week ending 7/10: 
Week ending 7/3: 
Week ending 6/26: 
Week ending 6/19: 
Week ending 6/12: 

Total in US System 

Total in the Pacific 

Guam 
Wake Island 
Other Asian Bases 

Total us 

Eglin 
Fort Chaffee 
Camp Pendleton 
Indiantown Gap 

In Transit 

52' 834 
4,959 

0 
2,435) 

761 
687 
687 
755 
749 
796 

13 '19 7 

6,707 
6,024 

466 

59,526 

4,427 
22,680 
17,084 
15,335 

335 

130,851 

57,793 

73,058 
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PROBLEMS RESOLVED AND MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE IMMIGRATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

on July 17, I testified for six hours before the House 
subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, and International 
Law chaired by Congressman Joshua Eilberg. Major issues 
cov~red were: the role of the voluntary agencies, their 
responsibilities in settling the refugees, particularly in 
the long run, and their funding; the employment outlook; 
the issue of military enlistment for refugees; actual and 
potential problems of sponsors; and press criticism of 
the resettlement effort. 

GENERAL QUANG 

General Chapman, who accompanied me during the testi­
mony, told the Subcommittee that controversial Lieutenant 

'General Dan Van Quang, former military assistant to Nguyen 
Van Thieu, will not be readmitted to the US refugee sys­
tem, having voluntarily left it to enter Canada. If Quang 
wants to enter the US, he said, he will have to file for 
immigration and undergo the normal requirements of waiting 
his time for admission under the quota as well as complet­
ing the normal processing including rigorous screening. 

ADDITIONAL REFUGEE ARRIVALS 

We have sent new instructions to all overseas posts 
to facilitate the movement of processing of refugees stran­
ded abroad, principally in Asia. We are mainly interested 
in reuniting immediate families and in bringing to the 
United States former employees of the u.s. Government. 

INS Commissioner Chapman has sent a letter to the 
Chairmen of both the House and Senate Judiciary Committee 
indicating our plans for an additional 12,000 Vietnamese 
and Cambodians not now in the u.s. system. These refugees 
will include inter alia extended family members of Indo­
chinese already here, as well as politically important Indo­
chinese who cannot resettle in Southeast Asia. In dis­
cussions with Congressional Committees, we are reassuring 
them that no more than approximately 130,000 refugees will 
be permanently resettled in the United States. 
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PRINTED MATERIALS FOR REFUGEES 

-2-

USIA has a number of materials that would be suitable for 
orientation of the refugees which cannot be used because of 
the statutory prohibition of domestic USIA activities. At our 
request, Congressman Hays is planning to introduce a joint reso­
lution to allow the use of relevant USIA materials specifically 
for the refugees. 

A number of magazines are providing complimentary subscriptions 
to the camps. The Governors' Conference and the National Geo­
graphic Society have donated maps, and we are soliciting more 
from the AAA, Rand McNally, and oil companies. 

BREAKDOWNS 

The press has recently focused on a number of breakdowns and 
implied that these are indicative of a weakness in the program, 
and, in particular, in the activities of the voluntary agencies. 
Our investigations have shown a remarkably low voluntary agency 
(VOLAG) breakdown rate, and concluded that many of the serious 
breakdowns have occurred among refugees who were either released 
directly from Travis AFB or who otherwise bypassed Volag processing. 
Volags have been for some time resolving such breakdown cases, and 
last month we issued guidelines authorizing reimbursement of costs 
up to $500 per individual in such instances, providing that no pre­
vious payments were made. 

STATES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Los Angeles' Mayor Bradley has expressed interest in sponsoring 
2,000 refugees in addition to those who have already been settled 
in Los Angeles through private or organizational sponsorships. The 
Mayor may run into opposition on this proposal on the basis that 
California has already accepted more refugees than any other state, 
although his interest indicates a great deal of generosity and 
courage. 

A contract is ready for signature with Jackson County, Missouri 
which will take 250 people. There have been new inquiries and 
expressions of interest from Illinois. Maine will accept all of 
its 300 refugees by August 7. 
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PROBLEMS PENDING 

REPATRIATION EFFORT STILL STALLED 

There has still been no repatriation of refugees from 
the US system. The UNHCR has sent 600 applications to Saigon 
for would-be Vietnamese repatriates, and although it has 
received no response, remains confident that one will be 
forthcoming. UNHCR has not yet been able to contact Cambodian 
authorities regarding repatriation. 

The tugboat with 44 Vietnamese refugees which, as of 
last week's report, was missing after having been ordered to 
stand off the coast of Thailand,is still missing and is assumed 
to have gone to Vietnam. 

MILITARY ENLISTMENT OPTION FOR REFUGEES 

One of the major groups we have identified as being diffi­
cult to resettle is about 8,000 single young men, many of whom 
have only military experience. We have asked DOD to draft 
legislation to offer military enlistment as an option to these 
men. The legislation will have the following characteristics: 
the requirement for permanent resident alien status should be 
waived or granted; English language aptitude should not be a 
precondition of enlistment; and the special enlistment category 
should be large enough to include all potential recruits. In 
addition to the 8,000 men above, we have asked DOD to plan for 
an additional 2,000 married persons. 

Congressman Rodino has also written to the House Armed 
Services Committee requesting similar legislation. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PAUL H. O'NEILL 

Proposed Military Enlistment Option for 
Vietnamese Refugees 

Senator Hugh Scott has submitted a bill (S. 2239) which would 
waive the residency requirement for Vietnamese and Cambodian 
refugees for enlistment in the U.S. Armed Forces. Julia Taft, 
we understand, has proposed that in addition to residency 
requirements, other induction criteria be waived for this 
group so as to permit enlistment of up to about 8,000 such 
refugees in the u.s. Armed Forces. 

s. 2239 

Most Cambodian and South Vietnamese have been admitted to the 
U.S. in a "parole" status. Aliens who entered the U.S. as 
"parolees" are not eligible for enlistment until their status 
is changed to permanent residence. By law one may not apply 
for resident alien status until two years after parole and 
then only under narrowly defined circumstances including 
proficiency in English. 

Senator Scott's bill would waive the permanent alien residence 
requirement and permit these refugees to enlist in the Armed 
Services while they are still in a "parole" status. It would 
also, however, require that such aliens meet all other enlist­
ment requirements. Both Defense and OMB would probably support 
such legislation. 

Lower Induction Standards 

Julia Taft apparently takes the position that English language 
aptitude should not be a pre-condition for enlistment. OMB­
and DOD oppose that viewpoint and take the position that waiver 
of residency requirements is acceptable only if: 

The military services are not required to lower 
physical, mental, and moral standards. 
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The alien enlistee understands and speaks English 
to the same extent as other enlistees. 

No quotas are established as to the number of aliens 
who must be enlisted. 

Comments and Analysis 

It takes about eight months to edueate and train an Indochinese 
soldier in the use of English. This would seriously prolong 
the trainee's unproductive time at additional cost while 
denying the admission of an applicant who would not have this 
language handicap. DOD would agree to give enlistment preference 
to refugees who have been trained by U.S. forces in certain 
critical military skills, as such persons can be utilized with­
out much additional occupational training. However, DOD would 
find it difficult to accept some refugees now even though they 
possess military skills since they have surpluses in some 
skill areas and are therefore reducing the number of enlistments 
during the FY 1976 time period. The enlistment of such persons 
becomes further complicated by the fact that officers especially 
are being involuntarily separated and some enlisted personnel 
are not being permitted to reenlist in order to meet manpower 
ceilings. 

Further, if Defense feels strongly against acceptance of personnel 
who cannot speak English and if such objections are overriden, 
then it would appear that preference should be given to American 
citizens (i.e., Puerto Ricans) who cannot speak and use the 
English language and are denied enlistment. 

We support DOD in this matter. We agree that the Department of 
Defense should do its share in alleviating the Indochinese 
refugee problem. However, the Department should not be required 
to take actions which would result in lowering desirable 
military standards. The military services are now enjoying a 
period where they can attract and to some extent retain the 
quantity and quality of personnel desired. It would be 
regrettable to undermine this success. 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 19, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

DICK CHENEY /f1 
JACK MARSH tf.JV f 1' 
PROPOSED MILITARY ENLISTMENT 
OPTION FOR VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

As per the attached July 22 memo, you indicated your desire to expedite 
action on legislation that would permit the enlistment into the U. S. armed 
forces of certain Vietnamese refugees. 

Previous inquiries by our office have indicated Jim Schlesinger's oppo­
sition to this proposed legislation. 

In an effort to probe deeper into Jim Schlesinger's views on this subject, 
my office contacted the new Secretary of the Army, Marty Hoffman. 

Hoffman, who incidentally agrees with Schlesinger on this point, 
indicates that Schlesinger's opposition is not a knee-jerk reaction to the 
proposal, but is a well-thought out decision. 

Basically, it is Schlesinger's view that since we are experiencing 
little difficulty in filling our military quotas (we are, in fact, at a point 
where we are being very selective in accepting enlistments) the imple­
mentation of the proposed legislation would put us in the position of deny­
ing enlistment to highly-qualified American boys, for the sake of provid­
ing ''another alternative in a refugee resettlement program". 

Hoffman also indicated that we will be accepting only 80,000 enlistees 
in the Army this year. It was his view that this would further exacerbate 
the problem. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDU~1 FOR: 

·, 

JAMES LYNN ~ 

JAMES CONNOR1 

Status Report on the Indochina Refugee 
Resettlement Program 

FROM: 
. ·, 

SUBJECT: 

The ·President has reviewed the memorandum prepared by 
Julia Vadala Taft dated July 18, 1975 and made the follo·wing 
notation: 

"Let's get that Arme~ Forces legislation 
going. p 

Please follow-;up \vith appropriate action. 

cc: Don Run"lsfeld 
Jack Marsh/ 
Max Fricdersdorf 
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