THE
GERALD R. FORD
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

Former President Ford addresses guests
at the dedication of the Gerald R. Ford
Museum in Grand Rapids, MI, on
September 17, 1981.

The Gerald R. Ford Library and Museum
are separated by 130 miles but joined in a
common program under one director. The
library/archives is on the Ann Arbor cam-
pus of the University of Michigan, Ford’s
1935 alma mater. The museum overlooks
a city park on the Grand River in Grand
Rapids, MI, where Ford grew to adulthood
and won repeated election to Congress.
The separation is unique among the na-
tion's Presidential libraries. It is a compro-
mise between competing claims on Ford's
loyalties and affections, certainly, but the
split location is an experiment as well. The
experiment is in the use of two sites to

better accomplish the twin missions of
every Presidential library. A museumn ex-
cites interest and learning about American
history and public affairs through exhibits
and other popular programs. Nearly 40
million people have visited Presidential
museums over the years. An archives, by
contrast, provides the raw information that
people need to interpret their past, chart
their future, and hold their government
accountable. Although millions benefit in-
directly when archival material is distilled
into books, news stories, and television
programs, an archives is by nature a place
for quiet analysis.

Both buildings were built with private
funds and opened to the public in 1981.
The National Archives maintains the build-
ings and runs the programs, but it relies
on the Gerald R. Ford Foundation and
other partners to fund special programs
such as research grants and new exhibits.

THE LIBRARY IN ANN ARBOR

The Ford Library’s research room seats
only 15 at full capacity, but the patrons are
surprisingly diverse, as a recent autumn
illustrated. Scholars from Britain, Canada,
Israel, and Germany photocopied stacks of
documents to carry home for analysis.
While graduate students cast hesitantly for
material on the Turkish invasion of Cyprus
or agricultural price supports, a former Di-
rector of Central Intelligence zeroed in on






