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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 President Ford 
Pri:me Minister Seewoosagur Ra:mgoo1a:m of Mauritius 
Satca:m Boo1ell, Minister of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources, and Environ:ment 
Dr. Beergoonatn Churburrun, Minister of Labor 
Pierre Guy Ba1ancy, Mauritian A:mbas sador 
Lt. General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant to the 

President for National Security Affairs 

DATE & TIME: 	 Tuesday - Septe:mber 30, 1975 
10:00 a.:m. (30 :minutes) 

PLACE: 	 The Oval Office 
The White House 

The President: This is a delightful ti:me of year here. 

First, let :me thank you for your kind :messageroout the incident in San 
Francisco. 

Ra:mgoola:m: We were very distressed to hear it. 

The President: It happened so quickly. We have a li:mited nu:m.ber of 
irrational people who pop up and seek recognition and publicity. I was 
on the Warren Co:m.:m.ission. We studied all the assas sination atte:mpts 
on A:merican Presidents. They follow the pattern of these two wo:men. 
You can't put the:m in jail for not doing so:mething, so you can just watch 
the:m. 

We also appreciate your attitude toward our naval visits. 

Ra:mgoola:m: It is nothing. 

The President: I was a sailor, so I appreciate what it :means. 
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Ramgoolam: We have been friends for years and years. You know there was 
an American Consul in Mauritius long ago - - about 1835. It was a stop on the 
way to the Far East. 

The President: Do you have a number of good ports? 


Ramgoolam: No, only one natural port. The other port, which was the 

first port, now is a depressed area. We want to reopen it. Our port is 

quite good and we are enlarging it. I want to thank you for all the things 

you have done for us. 


The President: You have had a long tenure since 1964. 


R amgoolam: I have been in parliament since 1940. 


I have been the leader of the party since 1948, when the system was reformed. 


The President: I notice that your Agriculture Minister is with you. What 

are your main crops? 


Ramgoolam: Sugar and some tea. 


The President: Did you have a good crop this year? 


Ramgoolam: No, we had a bad cyclone. 


Boolell: But we usually sell 35,000 tons to the U. S. 


The President: I want you to know our interest in Diego Garcia is logistic. 

not offensive. I know you are interested in a zone of peace. 


Ramgoolam: Yes, this was originally the idea of the Prime Minister of 

A ustralia and is now supported by most of the nations of the Indian Ocean 

basin. 


We all want peace -- you want it; we want it. 


I don't know what my colleagues will think, but I think by holding out for 

so long in Vietnam you have done a service that the world doesn't yet 
appreciate. You have stopped the advance of repression. I don't like the 
new regime. It is not free. Lee Kuan Yew feels strongly about this. 
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The President: I am glad to hear your observation. I agree. I always 
thought we should have done more earlier, but I think what we did did help 
in Indonesia and elsewhere to prevent the rush of Communism. 

Ramgoolam: We would have been overrun. 

The President: It is interesting to see how the various Communist govern­
ments are jockeying for power. 

Ramgoolam: I hope it doesn't break out between South and North Korea. 

The President: We are strongly behind the South Koreans. As you know, 
we have had a tough time in the UN. 

R amgoolam: The UN supports South Korea. The North Koreans came to 
see me before I left. The North doesn't want to admit the South to the UN. 
If they are going to reunite, it must be with dignity, not by force. We 
must help them that way. 

The President: The time is not ripe yet. 

Ramgoolam: No, that is why we say both the North and South should come 
into the UN. 

Boolen: If we could make some arrangement like we have with the EC. 

Ramgoolam: We are going to have good elections next year. 

The President: So are we. Can you call them any time? 

Ramgoolam: Yes. It's like Great Britain. Our biggest party is mine, and 
we have five other parties, including the Communists. They have one member 
in Parliament. The Communists are very weak and are now exploiting Diego 
Garcia. 

Boolen: What is actually happening in Diego Garcia? 

The President: What it is is just a landing field and a better harbor. It 
is not for offensive use, but just to let planes land and ships dock. 

Ramgoolam: The British -- you are not involved -- gave us 600, 000 for 
the people who were resettled. But the people didn't want it, so we never 
put it into effect. Now if we were to do it, it would cost twice as much. 
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Boolell: Wouldn't it be possible to provide employment for some of those 

people on Diego Garcia? 


The President: We will look into it. 


Boolell: The island is sort of an international issue now and has become 

our problem. The British said the settlement was final. But it is not 
enough now, and the opposition is taking advantage of it. If we could meet 
with you and the British. 

The Pre sident: We will look into it. 


Ramgoolam: I think now perhaps going back is not so easy. There is no 

copra anymore - - perhaps some fishing. 


The President: How many are there? 


Ramgoolam: About 1,000. So far they have not accepted the resettlement 

scheme. We give them relief help. 


Boolell: They were used to the copra industry, and we have some on 

Mauritius. 


The Presidm t: How many islands have you. 


Ramgoolam: There are three main ones, with some smaller ones. We 

could use some food aid. 


I want to thank you for sending the Enterprise after the cyclone. It was 

much help. Many thousands became homeless. We lost many beautiful 

trees also. 


The President: I have never seen anything worse in weather than a cyclone. 

I once saw a destroyer roll right over and sink. 


Boolell: We lost 40 percent of our crops. That is a serious loss. 


Ramgoolam: I hope the Enterprise comes again so we can receive them 

properly. 


The President: We will send it again. It is a very big ship. 


It has been very nice to see you, to meet all you and to know our relations 

are so good. 
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Ramgoolam: You have a good Ambassador -- Manhard. 


The President: I haven't met him but I am glad to hear he is effective. 


Scowcroft: You remember him, Mr. President, he is the former POW. 


The President: Of course, I just forgot. I have met with him a couple of 

times, once as Vice President. 


Ramgoolam: It was a great honor to meet with you and we wish you and 

your great country all the be st. 
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