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PARTICIPANTS:

DATE AND TIME:

PLACE:

SUBJECTS:

President Nicolae Ceausecu of Romania

George Macovescu, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Vasile Pungan, Counsellor to the President
Corneliu Bogdan, Romanian Ambassador to the U.S.

President Ford
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State
and Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs
Amb. Harry Barnes, U.S. Ambassador to Romania
Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs

Wednesday, June 11, 1975
3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.

The White House
The Oval Office

Bilateral economic relations; CSCE;
Middle East; Korea; Spain; Disarmament.

[The press took photographs]

Ceausescu: You had quite a trip.

President: You have just completed a trip to Brazil and Mexico.

[The press was dismissed]

President: Let me say, Mr. President, it is very nice to see you. Itis
particularly nice of you to stop so we could have this opportunity to discuss
matters of mutual interest on your way back to Romania after your trip to

Latin America.
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Ceausescu: I, too, am pleased, Mr. President, to have this meeting on my
way through and I hope there will be positive results from it.

President:' I do want to thank you for sending an emissary right after I
became President. It happened rather suddenly and I appreciated your
gesture,

Ceausgescu;: Since this is our first meeting after you became President

I want to extend to you my most sincere congratulations. I hope you occupy
this post for a long period of time. I have heard that you will be a candidate
next year, and I hope that we will be able to continue our collaboration in
the period that follows. “

Bilateral Economic Relations

President: Thank you. I will be a candidate. I think we will win so I look
forward to working with you in the future. I am most anxious that we, during
my Presidency, expand the relations established by the U. S. -Romanian
Declaration of 1973.

We are of course most anxious, Mr. President, to implene nt
the Trade Agreement between Romania and the United States. I have submitted
the necessary documents to the Congress to get Congress to take the action
which would bring about the benefits of the Trade Agreement which are
important to the United States and to Romania and to our relations.

Ceaugescu: Of course we await with grea interest the entry into force of
this Agreement. I can guarantee to you there will be no opposition to it in
Romania, and I hope that it will be approved in the United States as well.
We would want the results of our good economic collaboration over the
past four years to continue, and if this agreement will come into b rce
would expect our two-way trade to reach a billion dollars. :

Kzssgg The President is meetmg with some Corg,ressmnal people thls
afternoon a.nd also with some J ew:xda leaders. :

President: If I might make a suggestion, but first let e comment. We are
most anxious that Congress approve this Agreement which we- submltted on
April 24. Theygsave until July to take the necessary action. We do want
MFN for Romania. We want Export»lmport Bank credits and trade benefits

for Romania. I tbmk I have to be very frank and say that the Gongressmen will
probably raise difficult questions with you, as they have with our own people.
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They are very interested in Jewish emigration to Israel and the United
States. * We of course disapprove of that requirement in the law. We think
it is unnecessary, but it is the law and we must go through these procedures.
The way to get favorable action by Congress is to get some evidence that
there i is some increase in em1gratton to Israel and to the United States.

Ceausescu I w111 be very frank. As far as the United States is concerned,
there is no problem. There are still some humanitarian cases. We will
solve these as we have been solving others. : '

As far as Israel is concerned, there are not very many Romanian
citizens left who are of Jewish nationality. The great majority of these are
married to Romanians. Therefore the problem is that it is not likely that

a substantial emigration will continue.

In the last four years 18, 000 people applied. And there were a
couple thousand more who applied in the years just before that. 18, 300
have left. Right now there are still about 2, 000 who have been approved,
some of them as much as two years ago. But with the tension in the area
and the war, although they have approvalto depart in their pocket, ‘
they have given up the idea or put off their departure. Therefore, in
this instance too there is no longer a major problem. We will try to solve
those cases that remain favorably. ‘

As a matter of face we have now a fairiy large number of cases
~of those who want to return to Israel and we haven't been able to find a
solution to this situation yet.

I have discussed these questions already with Deputy Prime Minister ’
- Allon and at his time of departure he made a favorable declaration. He even
met with the Chief Rabbi. ]

President: This is very encouraging, Mr. President. I Just beheve itis
very important that you are able to provide this information, this factual
data, to the Congressional people and to the Jewish leaders because they
could ha.mstrmg and make it difficult for us to get the necessary action by
Congress. .

Ceausescu: I hope that with your efforts, Mr. Pres1dent and with the

explanations which I will be giving we will conv-mce the Congress to give
its approval more rapidly. .
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Kiséingel" When the President finishes, he will have convinced the
Congressmen to adopt an amendment to perrmt free immigration into
Romania.

Ceausescu: No thanke. I am not interested.

President: I know you are concerned about the European Security Conference
- and about the problems that held up the agreement. We of course have had

© me reservations about Baskets I and ITll. I would appreciate hearing your
own- apprecmhon about the prospects and what you anticipate.

| Kigsjnger: Macovescu and Gromyko are the only ones Who have read all the
documents.

Ceausescu: First of all, I Would like to come back to some bllatera.l questmns
in connection with your forthcoming visit to Romama.

Aside from the problem of this Agreement which I hope will be adopted
- by the Congress, perhaps it would be well on the occasion of your visit to
Romania to resolve other problems also, I previously raised the question

of concludmg a long-term economic cooperation agreement and had also
raised the matter of granting Romania the special conditions of trade given .
to develong countries. I do not want to get into'a discussion now, and do not

V,f.:_mmst on an answer now, but in connection with your visit I would hope to be °

‘able to solve these problems, to give your visit to Romania concrete content.
I had previously extended an invitation for you to visit Romania, to be sure, but
I wanted to use this occasion to make the invitation personal.

. President: Mr. President, I appreciate your personally delivering the

‘ 1nv1ta‘h.on to come to Romania. There is a distinct poSsiblhty and I would
~ like to do it. If there is a European Security Conference Meeting in July
or August it might be possible to stop for a visit in Romania after the
conference in Helsinki.

Ceaugescu: Following the European Security Conference?
Ex‘"eéident: Yes.

, K1ssmger- Mr. President, on the que stion of long-term cooperatlon, we

have chscussed this previously and agreed on it in principle md we an

. announce it at'any point you consider desirable, Our plans have been to
get MFN through Congress first without any extra.neous debate, so this

, would fit in with the schedule you are dlscus smg

.
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President: If the European Security Conference is in late July and Congress
would act on the Trade Agreement for Romania by August 1.

Amb. Barnes: It could come out of committee by July 15, but thejr inay
not take action until early September because they have 60 legislative
days and the August recess may intervene.

~ Kissinger:; You do not have to link these two things that closely for your
visit, s . ,

' President: But it would be helpful to get the Trade Agreement done and not
have it complicated by any announcement. Th1s reinforces the need to get
favorable consideration and action before the’ Congressmnal recess.

Otherwise there will be five weeks delay. So it is 1mportant to get
Congress to act, preferably prior to the visit, and then we could announce
we wouldbe having a long-term agreement.

GSCE

Ceausescu: As far as European Security is concerned, we are concerned not
so much by the fact of delay as by the content and expected results of the
Conference. For us, itis not a problem of the dates, but of the results

of this Conference. Of course, if it can take place in July, that is fine,

or if it is in August or even September, that is fine. The principal thing

is to get results which will contribute to the strengthening o confidence

and will enhance detente. Therefore, it is not Basket IIl which is essential
the question of now many journalists or artists travel. That is for the experts.
This isn't what is so essential. As far as we are concerned, let as many
as want travel around. The essential problems are in the first Basket., On
this hangs the movement toward detente and for that matter the condn‘:mns o .

things like cultural exchanges. v

e
i %

In connection with this we see some problems which must te solvea
if the Conference is going to wind up with good results. First of all therég *\
should be firm engagements of states on the renunciation of force and non- x )
interference in the internal affairs of other states. Secondly, there is the
problem of certain military aspects. Granted it is not a question of resolving
‘basic problems, but we har e sought nonetheless to make sure that there will
not be interference in the internal affairs of other states. It is a question
for example, of these engagements regarding military maneuvers. And
even here it is not so much whether it will be 250 or 180 kﬁameters or 10 to
20 thousand men, ‘but the very fact that the content of these e asures should

~ be: obhgatory and not somethmg voluntary. Thereforve ﬁ, all’ ?hg_se problems
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are going to be reduced to something voluntary, it no longer makes any sense
to waste time and energy over 100 kilometers of distance here aad there.

But what we are doing is introducing into international law certain rules
which have existed up to now. When a group of states arrives at certam
understandings, these would be mandatory and not voluntary. That 13
important.

Macovescu: One of the other principal problems is that connected W1th
continuity of the Conference,the follow-up.

Ceausescu: I don't know what your opinion is but we beheve the most
dangerous situation is still in Europe where there are the two military .°
blocs with modern armaments, huge concentrations of troops, atomic’ weapons
as well. Therefore we would want to have the summit meeting represent not '

the conclusion but rather the beginning of European security. For this reas,on :

we are in favor of an organism, a process for assuring the contmm.ty of
this conference.

President: How often do you see it meeting? Every year, ever"y two years?“f

Ceausescu: Once a year, once in two years, any time when 1t is necessary.k
If there should appear some tense situation, if something should happen,
then it could discuss what might be done to prevent thirg s getting’ worqe.

Kissinger: What do you think of the 1dea of a review conference in 18 months
or two years?

Ceausescu: In our opinion that is a good idea. We think as a matter of
fact that this sort of permanent organism could have the role of pr eparing
such a conference. I don't have in mind something that would be set up .
with a lot of bureaucracy, but rather somehing that would meet pe:;iodik: ally:
once a year or every six months. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of one
of the countri es would have the role of coordinator, and this could be on

a rotational basis,

Kisginger: For example, rotating? Tl
Ceausescu: United States, Soviet Union, Romania. ::
. President: [Smiling] Romania. w

: K1ssmger- We have explained to Roma.ma and we have been in close touch ,}
with the Romanian delegatzon to the Con.ference, that the very ‘reason Romazna
wants this is why we are not agreeable. We are na eager to grant to ’
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countries the right of permanent interference in the West, Quite frankly,
this is the problem with a permanent mechanism. I understand why you
want something to which you could appeal, but we do not want established
structures in the West to be exploited, We are sympathetic, though, to

your concerns, h '

Ceausescu: We don't think of this organism as having any sort of right to
do this, and in order to avoid this problem we could regulate the basis
on which it would act to exclude such possible intervention. We see it as
preparing for new conferences and for solving such problems as will
appear. We don't want any Eastern intervention in the West or Western
intervention in the East or Western intervention in the West or Eastern
intervention in the East. I would ask you to reﬂect sare more on this
problem and to review your position.

[Both Presidents and the Secretary nod agreement. |

Middle East

Ceausescu: With regard to the Middle East, you are now having discussions
with the Israeli Prime Minister.

President: We tried very hard to keep progress going last March, but
unfortunately the negotiations had to be suspended. We are now doing

our reassessment, We want to avoid any stagnation or stalemate, I have
just finished talking with President Sadat. Today and tomorrow we will
be discussing with Prime Minister Rabin his observations on the situation.

Ceausescu: Of course the problems, as you know even better than I, are
very complicated. We will certainly welcome it if any new steps towards
disengagement can be realized. There are conditions now in which agree-
ment could be achieved. Egypt and Syria are in favor of reaching a solution.
We know very well the situation can change very rapidly, that the present
favorable conditions might no longer appear. I think that Israel too has
understood this very well. We have told them our views. / cOUn
President: You met with Foreign Minister Allon recently. ! fjf
Ceausescu: Yes, I talked with him for four hours,

Aside from the question affecting Egypt and Syna there is the
Palestinian problem and the need to achieve the formatmn of an independent
Palestinian state, There can be no solutlon unless this problem is resolved.

P
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The PLO has in mind setting up a state consisting of the West Bank and
Gaza with the necessary guarantees of the UN and others. This in fact
would mean the recognition of the state of Israel. The US would have a
great deal to gain if it would enter into direct discussions with the PLO.
For that matter the Israelis too would have something to gain.

Kissinger: What did Allon say?

Ceausescu: He took a step forward. He reéognized that there exists a
Palestinian people which has the right to an independent existence.

President: Did Foreign Minista?‘AIlén agree that the Palestinians should
have part of the West Bank, and if so did he ask for guarantees for Israel's
protection? ‘ :

Ceausescu: He sees the solution of the problem tlrough involving Jordan.
The Israelis' main problem is the fact that the PLO proposes the elimination
of the State of Israel, while the PLO complains that Israel will not
recognize them, We think that the PLO and Israel have to begin to under-
stand that they must discuss these things with each other. I believe that
discussions with Arafat and other PLO leaders would lead to better
understanding and would provide some advantages. I have talked a lot

with Arafat and he has told me that he truly wants to assure independence
for his people 80 they can live in peace and that this problem of a democratic
state is something for the future, not now. In any case there is no truth in
the idea that they are playing somebody else's game. What they want is
independence for their people.

President: We find some increase in flexibility but I would hesitate to be
optimistic about the step-by-step approach. The other possibility we are
examining is a broad comprehensive one covering peace, borders, the
Palestinians and so on. This of course would undoubtedly bring us to
Geneva. What reaction so you have to the Geneva Conference reopening ?

Ceausescu: The Geneva Conference can't be anything bad in itself but it

won't be able to solve the problems. The problems have to be brought there
already solved in order to receive necessary juridical sanction. Otherwise they
would just start accusing each other. In any case, there will have to be

ways for discussions outside the Conference.

Kigsinger: I agree.

SECREE/NODIS/XGDS
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Ceausescu: We think the Conference ought to be somewhat larger and
that there ought to be a larger role for the UN. The Conference has to
be well prepared and has to have solutions almost ready set for it.

President: I recognize all the complexities that would take place in Geneva
unless in effect all was agreed upon before we got there, But I am not
optimistic, Mr. President, that we can get Israel agreeing with Egypt,
Israel with Jordan, Israel with Syria, Israel with the PLO, We would
hope that some progress would be met in one area, but to expect on a
bilateral basis progress in four areas, this is just being too optimistic.

Ceausescu: I agree. Of course it is not easy to reach such understandings.

I think though it would be useful, besides the efforts of the United States

and the Soviet Union, if other states could do something. I am thinking

about countries which are not directly involved like some non-aligned
countries, Also the UN. All in close connection with the Geneva Conference.
Of course, I believe that it would be useful if the United States efforts,

those of Dr. Kissinger, would enable the reaching of some understandings.
Still there is room for other paths wherever possible. I don't believe

Dr. Kissinger will be annoyed if I mention my belief that this Spring he

might have been able to make better use of the assistance of other countries.

Kissinger: I have said that on the basis of my activities I am well qualified
for the job of Director of an insane asylum and will be glad to have others
join me. [Laughter] I am not talking about being an inmate. I am talking
about the job of Director. ‘

No, we favor broader efforts.

President: We will continue to work on it. If we can get the step-by-step
process affirmative again, we will do all we can to achieve something, But
if we see no progress we will have to propose an overall settlement, with
all the complications. But we would prefer the other approach. We are
insisting there be no stagnation. Otherwise there will be another war,

and that no one wants. We will try our best,

Korea; Spain; Disarmament

Ceausescu: I know the time is limited and I only wanted to mention other
problems in passing on which we might reach some understandings or
solutions in connection with your visit.

‘ - /o
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I would mention Korea, the visit of the President of the People's Democratic
Republic of Korea in Romania. I had some discussions with him. I know

you have some contacts with them yourselves. He told me that he doesn't want
any sort of tension in the area, that he realizes that unification can come only
through peaceful paths, and that he understands that he needs a durable

peace and that will take some time. V

The second problem has to do with Spain. [There was an exchange between
Ceausescu and Macovescu over the question of the person with whom some
discussions had been taking place in Mexico. Apparently the American
Ambassador there had talked with a Spanish group to which Ceause scu was
about to refer, ] :

During my stop in Mexico I talked with a delegation of the Democratic Junta

of Spain. I know they have had some meetings with a large number of
Congressmen and other political figures here, The head of this group, who

is a good friend of mine, wants to get into discussions with the United States
on the question of the future. They want the changes that will be taking

place in Spain to proceed peacefully and in such a way as not to affect relations
with the United States. I just wanted to mention these things.

Finally there is the problem which I don't want to discuss now, that of
disarmament. We -- and there are also tens of states situated on all
continents, who think that there is no disarmament going on in the frame-
work of the Disarmament Conference but only setting limitations on
armament. ‘

President: Do you mean ‘SALT and MBFR ?

Kissinger: I think he means the dlsarmament dlscussmns in Geneva -- the
18-member conference.

Ceausescu: Vienna and Geneva, it's all the same thing. As far as the
talks between the United States and the Sov1et Union are concerned, at
least as far as we have an 1dea of the situatlon, it is not disarmament but
talk of disarmament. I hope that we Wlll be able to d1scuss some of these
questions when we next meet. :

Ford: Ihope to discuss them with yo'u‘ when I come to Romania,

[The meeting ended. ]
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June 11, 1975

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS:

DATE AND PLACE:

President Ford:

Pregldent Gerald R. Ford

Henry A. Klssinger, Seeretary of State

Lt Gen Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant to
the President for Natlonal Securlty Affairs

Harry G. Barnes, Jr., Ambasgsador -~ Interpreter

Nicolae Ceausescu, President of Romania

Georze Macovescu, Forelgn Minister

Vaslle Pungan - Counselor to the Preslident -
Interpreter '

June 11, 1975, 3:00 - 4:15 p.m., The White House

Let me say, Mr. Presldent, it 1is very nlce
to see you. It is particularly nice of you
to stop 80 we could have this opportunity
to dlscuss matters of mutual Interest on
your way back to Romanla after your trip

to Latin America,

President Ceausescu: I, too, am pleased, Mr, President, to have

President Ford:

thiz meeting on my way through and I hope
there wlll be positive results from it.

I do want to thank you for sending an
emissary right after I became Presldent.

It happened rather suddenly and I was grate-
ful that he came,

President Ceausescu: Since this is our first meeting after you

Presldent Ford:

became President I want to extend to you

my most sincere congratulatlions. I hope
you occupy this post for a long period of
time, I have heard that you wlll be a
candidate next year and I hope that we will
be able to continue our collaboration in the
perlod that follows.

Thank you. I will be a candldate. I think
we willl win so0 I lock forward to working
with you in the future. I am most anxlous
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President Cesusescu:

Secretary Kissinger:

Pregldent Ford:

CONFIDENPIAL/EXDIS ' 2

that we, during my Presidency, expand the
relations established by the US-Romanian
Declaration of 1973.

We are of course most anxious, Mr. Presi-
dent, to implement the Trade Agreement
between Romanla and the United States. I
have subnitted the necessary documents to
the Congress to get Congress to take the
action which would bring about the benefits
of the Trade Agreement which are important
to the United States and to Romania and to
our relations.

We await with great interest the entry 1into
force of this Agreement. I can guarantee

to you there will be no opposition to 1t in
Romenlia and I hope that 1t wlll be approved
in the United States as well. We would want
the results of our good economic collabora-
tion over the last four years to contlnue
and 1f this agreement will come 1into force
would expect ocur two-way trade to reach a
billion dollars. :

The Presldent isg meeting with some Con-~
gressional people this afternoon and also
with some Jewish leaders.

If I might make a suggestion, but first let
me comment. We are most anxlous that Con-
gress approve this Agreement which we sub-
mitted on April 24, They have until July
to take the necessary action. We do want
MFN for Romania, We want Export-Import
Bank credite and trade benefits for Romania.
I think I have to be very frank and say
that the Congressmen willl probably raise
difficult questions with you as they have
with our own people. They are very inter-
ested In Jewish emligration to Israel and
the United States. We of course disapprove
of that requirement in the law. We think
it iz unnecessary, but it is the law and we
must go through these procedures. The way
to get favorable action by Congress 1s to

CONFIDENTIAL/EXDIS T
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get some evidence that there ls some increase
in emigration to Israel and to the United
States.

President Ceausescu: T will be very frank. As far as the United
States 1s concerned, there is no problem,
There are still some humanltarian cases, We
will solve these as we have been solving
others. ‘ '

As far as Igrael 1s concerned, there are not
very many Romanian citlzens left who are of
Jewlsh nationality. The great majority of
these are married to Romanlans. Therefore
the problem is that 1t 1s not likely that a
substantial emlgration will continue.

In the last four years 18,000 people applied.
And there were a couple thousand more who
applied in the years just before that. 18,300
have left. Right now there are still about
2,000 who have been approved, some of them as
much a8 two years ago. But with the tension
in the area and the war, although they have
obtained approval to depart, they have given
up the idea or put off thelr departure. There-
fore, in this instance too there 1s no longer
a major problem. We wlll try to solve those
cases that remain favorably.

As & matter of fact we have now a fairly large
mmber of cases of those who want to return
from Israel and we haven't been able o find
a golution to this situation yet.

I have dlscussed these gquestlons already with
Deputy Prime Minister Allon and at the time
of his departure he made a favorable declara-
tion. He even met with the Chief Rabbi.

Presldent Ford: This 1s very encouraging, Mr., President. I
Just belleve it 1ls very important that you
are able to provide this information, this
factual data to the Congressional people and
to the Jewish leaders because they could
hamstring and make it difficult for us to get
the necessary action by Congress.

-CONFIDENTIAL/EXDIS
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Praesident Ceausescu: I hope that with your efforts, Mr. Presldent,
and with the explanations which I will be
giving we will convince the Congress to give
its approval more rapldly.

Secretary Kissinger: When the President finlshes, he will have con-
vinced the Congress to adopt an amendment to
permit free immigration into Romania.

President Ceausescu: No thankas., 1 am not interested.

President Ford: I know you are concernsd about the European
Security Conference and about the problems
that are holding up the agreement., We of
course have had some reservations regarding
Bagkets I and III. I would appreclate hear-
ing your own apprecistion about the prospects
and what you anticipate.

President Ceausescu: Flrst of all, I would like to come back to
some bllateral guestlons in connection with
your forthcoming visit to Romania, Aside
from the problem of this Agreement which I
hope will be adopted by the Congress perhaps
it would be well on the occasion of your
visit to Romanlia to resolve other problems
also., I previoualy ralsed the question of
concluding a long-term economic cooperation
agreement and had also raised the matter of
granting Romania the special conditions gilven
to developing countries. I do not want to get
into a discussion now but in connection with
your visit would hope to be able to solve
these problems.

I had previously extended an invitation for
you to vislt Romania, to be sure, but I
wanted to use this occasion to make the
invitation personal.

President Ford: Mr, President, I appreclate your personally
delivering the invitation to come to Romania.
There 18 & dlstinct possibility and I would
like to do it. If there 1s a European Securlty
Conference meeting in July or August 1t might
be possible to stop for a vislt 1n Romania
after the conference 1n Helsinki, ‘

LONFIDFNTEIAL/EXDIS
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Secretary Kissinger: Mr. President, on the questlon of long term
economic cooperation we have discussed this
previously and agreed on it in principle and
can announce it at any point you conslder de-
sirable. Our plans have been to get MFN
first, so this would fit in with the schedule
you are discussing.

President Pord: If the European Securlty Conference ils in
late July and Congress would act on the Trade
Agreement for Romania by August 1 ., . .

Ambassador Barnes: They may not take action until sarly Septem-
ber because they have 60 legislative days
and the August recess may intervene,

Secretary Kissinger: You do not have to link these two things for
your visit.

President PFord: But it would be helpful to get the Trade Agree-
ment done and not have 1t complicated by any
announcement. Thils reinforces the need to get
favorable consideration and action before the
Congressional recess. Otherwise there will
be five weeks delay, so it 1s important to
get Congress to act preferably prior to the
vigit and then we could announce we would be
having a long-term agreement.

Presldent Ceausescu: With regerd to Eurcopean Security, we are con-
cerned not so much by the faect of delay as by
the content and expected results of the Con-
ference, For us, it 1ls not a problem of the
dates but of the results of this Conference.
Of course 1f it can take place in July or
August or even September, that 1s fine. The
prineipal thing is to get results which will
contribute to the strengthening of confidence
and will enhance detente. Therefore it is
not Basket III which is essentlal, that is
the question of how many Journalists or
artists travel. This 1sn't what 1s so
essential, As far as we are concerned let
as many as want travel around. The essentlal
problems are in the first Basket. On this
hangs the movement toward detente and for that
matter things like cultural exchanges.
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Here we see some problems which muast be
solved 1f the Conference is golng to wind up
with good results. PFlrst of all there should
be firm engagements on the renunclation of
force and non-interference in internal affairs.
Secondly, there is the matter which has certain
milltary aspects. Oranted these proposals
wlll not resclve the basic problems, but we
have sought nonetheless to make sure that
there will not be interference in internal
affalrs of other states., It is & question
of these engagements regarding military
maneuvers., And even here it is not so mugh
whether 1t will be 250 or 180 kilometers or
10 to 20 thousand men, but the very fact that
the aqontent of these measures should be
obligatory and not something voluntary.
Therefore, if all these problems are going
to be reduced to something voluntary, it no
longer makes any sense to waste time and
energy over l00 kilometers of distance here
and there, What ws are doing is introducing
into international law certaln rules which
have not exlsted up to now. When a group of
states arrives at certain understandings,
these should be mandatory and not voluntary.

One of the other prinecipal problems 1z that
connected with contimuity of the Conference.

Foreign Minister
Macovescu: Follow-up.

President Ceausescu: I don't know what your opinion 18 but we
' belleve the most dangerous situation is sitiil

in Europe where there are the two military
blocs with modern armaments, huge concene-
trations of troops, atomic weapons as well.
Therefore we would want to have the summit
meeting represent not the conclusion but
rather the beginning of Eurcopean security.
For this reason we are in favor of an
organism, a process for assuring the con-
tinulty of thils conference,

Presldent Ford: How often do you see 1t meeting, every year,
: every two years?

P RIS
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President Cesusescu: Once a year, once in two years, any time when
it is necessary. If there should appear some
tense situation, I1f something should happen,
then it could discuss what might be done to
prevent things getting worse,

Secretary Kissinger: What do you think of the idea of a review
) conference in 18 months or two years?

President Ceausescu: In our opinion that 18 a good idea. We think
as a matter of fact that this sort of permenent
orgenism could have the role of preparing such
a conference. I don't have in mind something
that would be set up wilth a lot of buresu-
eracy, but rather something that would meet
periodically once a year or every six months.
The Minigter of Forelgn Affalrs of one of the
countries would have the role of coordinator,
and this could be on a rotational basis,

Secretary Kissinger: For example, rotating - -
President Ceausescu: United States, Soviet Unlon, Romania -
President Ford: (5miling) Romania,

Secretary Kissinger: We have explained to Romanla and we have been
in elose touch with the Romanian delegation
to the Conference that the very reason Ro-
mania wants this is why we would not. We
are not eager to grant to other countries the
right of permanent Interference in the West.
Quite frankly, this 1s the problem with a
permanent mechanism. I understand why you
want something to which you could asppeal but
we do not want to supersede exlsting struc-
tures in the West with ones which could be
explolted., We are sympathetic though to
your concerns,

President Ceausescu: We don't think of this organlsm as having
: any sort of right to do thls, and in order
to avold this problem we could regulate the
basis on which it would act to execlude such
possible intervention. We see it as pre-~
paring for new conferences and for solving
such problems as will appear. We don't want

~CONPIDENTIAL/FXDIS




Preslident Ford:

President Cesusescu!

Presldent Ford:

President Ceausescu:

CONPIDENTIAL/EXDIS 8

-

any Eastern interventlion In the West or Western

intervention in the East or Western inter-
vention in the West or Eastern intervention
in the East, I would ask you to reflect some
more on this problem and to review your
position. (Both the President and the Secre-
tary nod agreement.)

With regard to the Mlddle East you are now
having dlscussiona with the Iaraell Prime
Minister,

We tried very hard to keep progress golng last
March but unfortunately the negotiations had
to be suspended, We are now doing our re-
assessment. We want to avold any stagnation
or stalemate, I have Just flnished talking
with President Sadat, Today and tomorrow

we will be discussing with Prime Minister
Rabin his observations on the situation.

Of course the problems as you know even better
than I are very compllicated. We will cer-
tainly welcome it if new steps towards dis-
engagement ecan be reallized. There are con-
ditlons now in which agreement eould be
achleved. Egypt and Syrla are in favor of
reaching a solution. We know very well the
situation ean change very rapldly, that the
present favorable conditions might no longer
appear. I think that Israel too has under-
stood this very well., We have told them our
views.

You met with Forelgn Minlster Allon recently,

Yes, I talked with him for four hours,

Aslde from the question affecting Egypt and
Syria, there is the Palestine problem and the
need to achleve the formation of an inde-
pendent Palestine state. Therecan be no
golution unless this problem is resolved.

The PLO has in nind setting up & state con-
8ilsting of the West Bank and Gaza with the
necessary guarantees of the UN and others.
This in fact would mean the recognition of

-CONFIDENTIAL/EXDIS : f _{:: :‘”“’
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the state of Israel., The Unlted States would
have a great deal to galin if 1t would enter
into direct discussions with the PLO. For
that matter the Israelis too would have socme-

thing to gain. ‘ .-

What did Allon say?

He took a step forward. He recognized that
there exists 2 Palestine people which has the
right to an independent existence.

Did Forelgn Minister Allon agree that Pales-
tine should have part of the West Bank and
if so dild he asgk for guarantees for Israel's
protection? .

He sees the solution of the problem through
the involving of Jordan. The Israells are
worried because they say the PLO proposes

the elimination of the State of Israel, while
the PIO complains that Israel will not recog-
nize them. We think that the PLO and Israel
have to begin to understand that they must
discuss these things with each other. I
believe that discussions with Arafat and other
PIO leaders would lead to better understanding
and would provide some advantages. I have
talked a lot wlth Arafat and he haz told me
that he truly wants to assure independence

for his people so they can live ln peace and
that this problem of a democratic state 1s
something for the future. In any case there
ls no truth in the ldea that they are playing
somebody else's game. What they want is
independence for their pecople.

We find some lncrease in flexibility but
would hesitate to be optimistic about the
step-by~-step approach, The other possibility
we are examining is & broad comprehensive one
covering peace, bhorders, Palestine and &o on.
This of course would undoubtedly bring us to
Geneva. What reaction do you have to the

Geneva Conference reopening?

The Geneva Conference can't be anything bad

CONPIDENTEIAL/FEXDIS
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in itself but 1t won't be able to solve the
problems, The problems have to be brought
there already solved in order to recelive
necessary Juridical sanction. Otherwise they

would Just start accusing each other. In

any case there will have to be ways to have
discusslions outside the Conference.

I agree,

We think the Conference ought to be somewhat
larger and that there ought to be a larger
role for the UN. The Conference has to be
well prepared and has to have solutions
almost ready set for it.

I recognize all the complexities that would
take place in Geneva unless in effect all was
agreed upon before we got there, but I am

not optimistic, Mr. President, that we can

get Israel agreelng with Egypt, Israel with
Jordan, Israel with Syria, Israel with the

PLO, We would hope that some progress would
bemade in one area but to expect on a bilateral
basis progress in four areas, this is jJust
being too optimistie. v

I agree. I think though 1t would be ussful,
besldes the efforts of the United States and
the Soviet Union, if other states could do
aomething. I am thinking about countries
which are not directly involved like some
non~aligned countries. Also the UN. All in
close connectlon with the Geneva Conference.
0f ecourse I believe that 1t would be useful
if the United States' efforts, those of Dr.
Kissinger, would enable the reaching of some
understandings, Still there is room for other
paths wherever possible. I don't bellieve Dr.
Klssinger will be annoyed i1f I mention my
belief that this spring he might have been
able to make better use of the assistance of
other countries, '

I have saild that on the basis of my activi-
tles I am well qualified for the Job of
Director of an insane asylum and will be

ﬁﬁﬁFEBEN?fﬁﬁ/EXDIS
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glad to have others Join me. (President
Ceausescu laughs,)

No I am not talking about belng an inmate.

I am talking sbout the Job of Director.

We will continue to work. If we can get the
step~by~step proceas affirmative again, we
will do all we can to achleve something.

But 1f we see no progress, we will have to
propose an overall settlement with all the
complications, but we would prefer the other
approach, We are inslsting there be no
stagnation, otherwlise there wlll be another
war. We will try our best.

I know time 18 limited. I wanted to mention
two problems in passing on which we might
reach some understandings or solutions in
connection with your visit. I would mention
Korea, the visit of the President of the
People's Demoeratic Republic of Korea in
Romania, I had some discussions wlith him,

I know you have some contacts with them youre
selves., He told me that he doesn't want any
sort of tension in the area, that he reallzes
that unification can come only through peace-
ful paths and that he understands that he
needs & durable pesce.

The second problem has to do wlth Spain,
(Exchange between Ceausescu and Macovescu
over the gquestion of the person with whom
some discussions had been taking place in
Mexico, Apparently the American Ambassador
there had talked with a Spanish group to
which Ceausescu was about to rafer.) j

During my stop in Mexlco I talked with a
ﬁelegatign of the Democratic Junta of Spain.
I know they have had some meetings with &
large number of Congressmen and other
political figures here. The head of this
group, who 18 a good friend of mine, wants
to get into discussions with the United
States on the questlon of the future. They
want the changes that will be taking place

CONTIDENEIAL/EXDIS
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in Spaln to proceed peacefully and in such a
way &8 not to affect relatlons with the Unlted
States. I Just wanted to mention these things.
Mnally there is the problem which I don't
want to discuss now, that of disarmament.

‘We, and there are also tens of states situated

on all continents, who think that there is no
disarmament going on in the framework of the
Disarmament Conference but only settling limi-
tations on armament,

Do you mean SALT and MBFR?

I think he means the disarmament discussions
in Geneva.

Vienna and Geneve, it's all the same thing.

As far aa the talks between the Unlted States
and the Soviet Union are concerned, at least
as far as we have an idea of the situatlon,
it. is not dilsarmament but talk of dlsarmament.
I hope that we will be able to discuss some
of these questions when we next meet.

I hope to discuss them with you when I come
%o Romania,.

CONFIDENTIAL/FEXDIS
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