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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

NODIS/XGDS

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: His Excellency Tran Kim Phuong, Ambassador
of the Republic of Vietnam

President Gerald R. Ford
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State
and Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs
Lt. General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs
DATE AND TIME August 9, 1974 - 7:15 p. m.
PLACE Oval Office
The White House
Ambassador Phuong: Let me give you my congratulations on behalf of my
country.

President Ford: Thank you. And please give President Thieu my best wishes.

Secretary Kissinger: I told Ambassador Phuong that the fact he is one of the
few you are seeing individually is a symbol of our concern for you.

Ambassador Phuong: I am very grateful to see that South Vietnam still has
such a relationship with the United States.

[The press was admitted for photos. ]

Secretary Kissginger: The Ambassador and I went through many negotiations
together,

President Ford: Were you in all of them?

Ambassador Phuong: In all but the last one. In Paris.
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Secretary Kissinger: I had to negotiate with the North Vietnamese in the day and
with the South Vietnamese at night. The press reports said I was out with the
girls at night, but it wasn't true.

President Ford: Not with the girls? At least not since you've been married.
How long did that last?

Secretary Kissinger: About four month‘?a, in phases. |

President Ford: I went to the signing: - Secretary Rodgers took us along. I
have a pen the Secretary gave me whlch was uged in the signing. I have it
framed.

[The press was dismissed.]

I assure you we will continue our pohcxes and will try to contmue them effectively.
I know you have problems. Heavy military g.ctlvgty has been going on, especially
the last three days. I was very dlsappomtaﬂ in the §1 billion cut to $700 million.
We asked for $1.4. At 1a.st we beat R;egle who wanted it cut to $375 million.

But $700 million is not enough S

e £

Ambassador Phuong* It 1sin'c>t. - Wlth priceg'»,goihg up‘ '

President Ford: - Next week 1 hope to- make persoq@l contacts in the Senate
to convince them the House figure 15%00 '1ow. ‘

Secretary Kis smger- If you could turn McClellan armnd that would make a
big difference. : ,

Ambassador Phuong: Our concern is that Hanoi could read this as a signal
of your disinterest and increase its activity. Now you are tneeting with the .
Soviet Union, maybe there is some way to get them to cut their supplies to
North Vietnam. If they continue and we cam't get supphes from the United
States, it would be very serious.

President Ford: Can we get help from Hﬁmphrey?

Secretary Kissinger: He supports economic more than military aid.

Ambassador Phuong: He came back from his trip the‘re very imbressed.
There was a very serious mark-up in the House -~ it was only $450 mxllmn
for Vietnam. : o
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Secretary Kissinger: It is disgraceful, Mr. President, for a lousy $200
million to let Vietnam go down f:he drain, after 50, 000 Americans died there.

President Ford: We will do our best. Give President Thieu my best and my
admiration to Thieu. We are proud of our relationship, and I assure you and
the President that we will do our best to continue it. '

\SEQ&T[NODIS[ XGDS



44/, éj{/ug@wy’ Taars s PHOONG

o [ Qe (g K121

@JWIW 2./5 = 7
ﬁ\ J‘J\/O(Lwé‘/ AN éi\,ﬁ K\

e T,

!/ J 7/
7 + wf“-fu\ )r_-w c»,/\/é S
X\ A N W bt - e Vol
g Q\&JT & /dt{’J\,u;b us/__y_ e eQ ¥ S A X r\«r«\cﬁ
] A (.
& ~.._..._‘=’-\ Fmr WW
#ML\»—«\ 244 Uik lowd 2
3 =S VU o T P /4\:%
P@M&tm p;}w(mﬂ*ﬁ»%eim//?\m@\u(
WWW’KMM?O (ot 2B fapnad
)W/%% T et At Wl%wi M/ﬂ%‘vtﬂﬁ —
t‘)\t\UMW ﬂwwulf)&‘@ (/WUL\ }6’4’“’ TVN ;“’“A :

M = adn é/wz,\,};/
L_,J(\ \Nj"?\; ﬁ LM o ‘A’Y % i&“-J’j\
AL /Qr-wﬁ &kcl//& (,,\_h!(vﬁ MWJ’)L U«f *{ S )r ) i )\LMZ
/l\ vl Ae /
[h 3t / Py ““)

" lf\r(vT Al /E/u}\s G -vuatee // o\/h,wti &m?[}» A e
BBV N S W U & SN Howne=s Tas .
91/3/\»\ . Uch( R\/Wx 7/&/\\ C Mw\ M mw&m/[
et S b A Uans ay v WW /O‘MM\JKM’\
| &Mi/w\uuz,m)\ T an v»«,C,\ W™ = e x4 ’vauZL\
, N/gd Ay (baaa ~s el e e CZL‘?—N\
i ot s Wi AL awﬁmu&%
W . MU? Ma »

P VK WMTJ f&&w oy Es
’L «v«w\/cf NYEL S \’va«—« ’fov»[/\ji_\




L Q‘Z) ;

H\ (ff\; Uianeg Inetz f’*’\ [\,7, Ut Ay /‘V\m%/yw&,k a4
5 —\m—/dz@:\rw ’VWWWW Froames — ”QM(IY of 0/;:\

n b,mf,., '“H pon ¥, /M em,,) S s B WE UM e

“’“\—«7 &a(f/(/\/bt/pﬁ/z/\




	Untitled.PDF.pdf



