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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOHN O. MARSH 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 


Subject: 	 Appointment Request for the 
British Ambassador 

The new British Ambassador, Sir Peter 
Ramsbotham, has requested an appointment to 
pay a courtesy calIon the Vice President as 
soon after April 9 as the Vice President's 
schedule permits. 

Biographic data on the Ambassador is 
attached. 
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~~eorge S. Springsteen 
~.. Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

Biographic data. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Digitized from Box 65 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- I ,___.__.____ --_.- L 

BIOGRA.PH)." Sir Peter ~amsbo~ham, K.C.M.G. 

united Kingdom 

Sir Peter was born October 8~ 1919, the son of the first 
Viscount Soulbury, a former Governor General of Ceylon. He 
~as married in 1941 to the former Frances Blomfield; there are 
three children from the marriage, t'tvO sons, born in 1943 and 
19-49, and a daughter born in 1945. 

He was educated at Eton and Magdalen college, Oxford. 
Leav:.ng the University in 1940, he served until 1946 in the 
intelligence branch of the Arrn.y 'tvhere he made an outstanding 
record. He achieved the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, was 
"mentioned in despatches ll 

, and v]aS 8\'larded the Croix de Guerre 
in 1945. During 1946-47, he 't'las chief security officer of the 
Military Government in Hamburg. In 1948, he joined the Dip1o@atic 
Service, serving as Second Secretary in the Political Division of 
the Allied Control Co~~ission, Berlin, from November 1948 to late 
1950, when he was transferred back to London as First Secretary 
in the Foreign Office, dealing with Hiddle Eastern financial and 
economic affairs. 

In 1953, Sir Peter 'tvas assigned as Head of Chancery in t:ne 
UK delegation to the United Nations and served there for four .. years. In 1957, he 'tvas again posted to London, where in 1961 
he was made Counselor and Head of the Hestern Organizations and 
Planning Department. In 1962, he 'vas assigned to Paris as 
Counselor and Head of Chancery, serving there until 1966. During 
1967-68, Sir Peter was back in London on sabbatical leave at 
the Institute of Strategic Studies. From 1969-71, he was High 
Commissioner in Cyprus, and in 1971, 'vent to Tehran as Ambassador 
~here he has served until the present.

\ 

Sir Peter has been characterized as having a penetrating, 
flexible and open mind. He is well versed in the Middle East, 
international organizations, and from his Foreign Office tours, 
Eu~opean organizations. He worked closely 't-lith Prime i-linister.. 
Heath in the_early 1960's when the latter was in charge of the 
UK negotiations re entry into the EEC. He is also reported to 

, be warm and friendly tow9.rd Arneric2.ns. 
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NEr-!'OP..A.NDUH FOR NR. JOHN O. r.1ARSH 
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Subject: 	 Call on ~~e Vice President 
by the British ~~assador 

The Vice President has agreed to receive the' 
ne\\.'" British AIilbassador, Sir Peter Ramsbotham ,for 
a courtesy call 011 l~pril 30 at '10 :00 a.m. 

Attach9d for the use of the Vice President are 
talking points ~'Jhich he might wish to raise during 
the meeting, along with some topics which the ;....'!lbassador 
might rr.en.tion. . 

Attachment: 

Talking Poin.ts 
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Suggested Talking Points 

Ba.ckground 

Sir Peter rw':·1SBOTiiAi,\o1 (Pronounced Ramsbottom) 

The United Kingdom 

Addressee. as: !'lr. Atnbassador or Sir Peter 

Sir Peter T~las born October 8, 1919, and Vla.
educated at Eton and Nagc1elen College, Oxford. 
Leaving the University' in 1940, he served \·rith dis
tin.ctl.on in the it'_telligence branch of the Army. In 
1948 he joined the Dipiomatic Service, and has served 
in Berlin, at the mr and in Paris. From 1969-71,. he 
,·;as High Comsissioner in Cyprus and from 1971-74 ,\-as 
~..rnba5sad.o:;: in Tehra.n. He is v;ell versed in the. :-riddle 
East a:1d interr~aticnal orga.nizations. He \·:ork·2a. closely 
vlithforme::- Prime ainister Heath in the earl:! 1960' s 
when the latter was in charge of UK negotiations regarding 
elltry into the EEC. Sir Peter t...as married in 19';1 to 
the for"~G-r Frances Blomfield, and they have thr62 children. 

Points Al,-.1)assador Ramsbotham Mav Raise: 

Sir Peter ',:ill probably stress the cordial 
~.nd friendly reception \l7hich he arLO Lady 
Ramsbotham have received from the President 
and all members of his Administration. 

lie can be expected to assure you that tIle 
Wilson govern~ent considers the m~intena~ce 
o~ close and effective relations be~ween o~r 
t·,';o countries as a cornerstone of BritaLl r s 
ioreigrl. policy. 

He is also likely to emphasize'that the OK 
not only wishes to Bee the Atlantic Alliance 
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continue strong and effective but also to 
see equ.ally close and firm ties bet,·:een the 
united States and the European Comrnun.ity. 

In vieTrJ of his recent ·experience in Iran I 


Sir Peter might mention his assignment there. 


Points the Vice President Might Raise: 

Our pleasure in having Sir Peter· as Her l'1ajesty's 
J.....r:lbassador to the united. states and in having 
his grea t experience and Nisoom to dra..," upon as 
\.;e. seek solutions to our conunon problems. 

The ""Tarm and friendly spirit which the
Ro~nsbotham5 have shoT/m since their arrival and 
Khich has so quickly established them in 
official and diplomatic circles in t~asl1ingtOl1.. 

The fact· that ,..re see no contradiction betv!~en 
coatinuin.g and strengthening the unique relations 
':;hich have for so long existed betT..;r,een our 
biD co-c..ntries \>lhile broadening our unde::standi\lCJ 
anci. cooperation witl1. the Europ·ean corr.lTIunity, 
and other nations as well. 

Our hope to ",.;ork together with all governments 
ot {",:fooe. ",ill to build a durable structure of 
peace and prosperity for us all • 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 


April 30, 1974 

TO: THE VICE PRESIDENT 


Attached are suggested talking 
points and background on Sir Peter 
Ram.sbotham. for use at your 10 :00 am. 
meeting. 
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Suggested Talking Points 

Background 

Sir Peter RAMSBOTHAM (Pronounced Ramsbottom) 

The United Kingdom 

Addressed as: Mr. Ambassador or Sir Peter 

Sir Peter was born October 8, 1919, and was 
educated at Eton and Magdelen College, Oxford. 
Leaving the University in 1940, he served with dis
tinction in the intelligence branch of the Army. In 
1948 he joined the Diplomatic Service, and has served 
in Berlin, at the UN and in Paris. From 1969-71, he 
was High Commissioner in Cyprus and from 1971-74 was 
Ambassador in Tehran. He is well versed in the Middle 
East and international organizations. He worked closely 
with former Prime Minister Heath in the early 1960's 
when the latter was in charge of UK negotiations regarding 
entry into the EEC. Sir Peter was married in 1941 to 
the former Frances Blomfield, and they have three children. 

Points Ambassador Ramsbotham May Raise: 

Sir Peter will probably stress the cordial 
and friendly reception which he and Lady 
Ramsbotham have received from the President 
and all members of his Administration. 

He can be expected to assure you that the 
Wilson government considers the maintenance 
of close and effective relations between our 
two countries as a cornerstone of Britain's 
foreign policy. 

He is also likely to emphasize that the UK 
not only wishes to see the Atlantic Alliance 
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continue strong and effective but also to 

see equally close and firm ties between the 

United States and the European Community. 


In view of his recent experience in Iran, 

Sir Peter might mention his assignment there. 


Points the Vice President Might Raise: 

Our pleasure in having Sir Peter as Her Majesty's 
Ambassador to the United States and in having 
his great experience and wisdom to draw upon as 
we seek solutions to our common problems. 

The warm and friendly spirit which the 
Ramsbothams have shown since their arrival and 
which has so quickly established them in 
official and diplomatic circles in Washington. 

The fact that we see no contradiction between 
continuing and strengthening the unique relations 
which have for so long existed between our 
two countries while broadening our understanding 
and cooperation with the European Community, 
and other nations as well. 

Our hope to work together with all governments 
of good will to build a durable structure of 
peace and prosperity for us all. 
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