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The Comuittee on the Judiciary meets this werning to begin an
historic process.

For the seventeenth time in our history, there is a vacancy in
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the high office of Vice Piresidernt. For the first time, however, the
contingency of such a vacancy hus bheen addressed by the Constitution.

In 1965 the Co.gress rassad, aad in LU07 the States retified
the 25th Amendment. It is szction 2 of that Arendrent -- calling upon
the President to nomincte, and tne Cougress to confirm, a new Vice
President -- that occasicns our conaideration this mornins

The role of the Congress in this constitutional process is
aspecially vital; the legisiztive histovy of the Amendment, and indeed
the history of the Vice Prasidency wmake clear ihe nature of cur
responsibility,

Tiie American experiernce to date instructs us that wnat we may

indeed be underteking this morning i3 an exemination of a maa's

quaiifications and fitness to hold the highest cifice ia America, that
0r Presideat ol the United States, On no fever than eight occasions,
Vice Presicdents have succeeded to tha Presidency during the tenure of
an incuxsbert President.
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But in each one of those cases, these men had first gone before
the full electorate as candidates for the high office which they
held,

In the davs ahead, however, we alone must act as the surrogate
for the electorate in evaluating this nomination. That is the role
designated for the Congress by the twenty-fifth Amendmant, an
Amendment whose roots are in this Committee, Many of us who sit
here today helped to frame the provisions of this Amendment in 1965,
We know that the legislative history makes fundamentally clear that
only the fullest congressional consideration can lend to this
critical appointment the legitimacy that is so vital to an effective
service as Vice President.

We have heard talk of a need to weigh this nomination very
carefully and deliberately at this particular mcment in our history.
That is of course sound thinking, and our consideration will indeed
be judicious. But there will be no delay. This vacarcy exists now.
The language of the Constituticn docs not permit us to choose the
moment we wish to act: it says merely "whenever" there is a vacancy,
The Pre¢sident has submitted his nominee ~- the Congress ouzht not act
obstructivecly, The need for expeditious action will not diminish our
responsibility to be thorough, but it will preclude any attenpt to be
dilatory.

All of us on this Committee know Gerald Ford; many of us
have served with him in the House of Represcntacives for many
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y~ars, Lut lr,
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ord lnows, and the American peoonle will kuow,
that this affords the nowminee no privilege or advartage before the
Comapittee., All aspects of his gualifications and fitness feor high
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I recognize that the Sennte Rules Committee has been

conducting a similar inquiry and has alresdy questioned Mr. Ford. i

Insofar as possible, we will attempt not to cover much of the same :
i
ground covered ai the Senzate herarings. But some repetition is i
i
inevitable and necessary, for we are conducting a separate ¥
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confirmation procedure. The Constitution subjects this appointment
alone to the scrutiny of both Houses.,

As we begin this morning then, we are keenly aware of the
unprecedented nature of the course we must chart, But we are not

without guidelines, Just as the legislative history of the 25th -

Amendment tells us that our consideration must be vigorous, it also
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makes clear that the President has the right to nominate a man

with whom he can work in concert -- ideologically and peolitically,

The Reports of both the House and the Sen~te at the time the
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Congress recommended adoption of this Amendment in 1965 countain
an identical paragraph.
Tt reads thusly:

It is without contest thst the procedure for the
selection of a Vice President must contemplate the
assurance ¢f a person who is compatible with the
President....This pronosal would nermit the President
to choose his Vice President subject to congression=zl
epproval, In tihis way the country would be assured of
a Vice President of the same politicel party as the
President, someone who would presumably work in narmonry
with the basic policies of the Presidcat.
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The President then has mide his selecticn. 3ut ha is not

entitled to sole an? independent judgment. ¥We hope the nominee

will address himself bejore us to the vitel publisc issues .
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confronting the NMNation today: questions including the integrity
of government, the administration of justice, an< the separation

of reowars.



In addition, the issue oi personal integrity must weigh
heavily on this nomination. For that reason, the Committee
diligently assembled an experienced and resourceful investigative
team almost immediately upon the communication of the President
nominating Mr. Ford on Friday, October 12, 1973, All members of
this Committee have continuing access to the thorough financial
and personal data our investigators have asscmbled that bear on
relevant considerations.

Also, all Members of this Committee have had access to, or
have been briefed on the information generated by the- Federal
Burecau of Investigation. Thirty-three field offices and more
than 350 special azents have interviewed more than 1,000 peonle
in all parts of the country, resulting in more than 1,700 pages
of reports.

Originally, the Justice Department proposed that the FBI
report be read only by the Chairman and the ranking minority Member,
It was my belief that this was insufficient to the enormity of
our collective responsibility. Tor that reason, I scught broader
access to these files and as you know, arn agreement was reached
wvhich accomplished that purnose. 1 believe the American public
will benefit from th-t agreement. Only the most informed judgment
will suffice,

Finally, 7 would like to briefly acknowledge my ovn long
acqraintance with Mr, FTord., He and I first came to this Mouse
together iu 1249, 1In the yve vs since theon, we have hod many vigorous
pelicy differences, ci~shing sharply on imporftont national issues,

1

Bat h.- has always ncted as a man of his word arnd has always
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conducted himself in a inanner worthy of the respect he has earned.
In addition, he has been most cooperative in aiding a’l our
efforts regarding this inquiry to date.

As we proceed then to make inquiry into this nomination, 1
am hopeful that these hearings can produce a rew sense of trust
in the essential decency of our Nation and in its ability to meet
the challenges to its government's integrity.

Lastly, before we begin, I would like to read a telegram

1 have recently received from former Speakcr John W, McCormack,

(TELEGRAM ATTACHED)

And now, the ranking minority Member, Mr. Hutchinson, has a

statement and will introduce the Vice President-design:te to the

Committee.



