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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON 20220
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November 4, 1976

Dear Mr. President:

Among the many messages that you will receive
in the aftermath of Jimmy Carter's "too-close-to-call"
victory, I want mine to go on record as a simple thank
you and "Well Done, Jerry" from the bottom of my heart.
As difficult as it must be to look at the results
philosophically at this moment, you would be less than
fair to yourself if you did not see yourself in the
statesmanlike light in which you are perceived by so
many Americans and, not least, by me.

Whatever the short term perceptions of your
Presidency, I am confident that you have assured your-
self a unique place in the history of the high office
which you have distinguished with your service. No
President inherited a more difficult legacy, and few
men could have overturned that legacy with such honesty,
endeavor, leadership and humility. You have reinstated
the faith of Americans in the Presidency and in America.
You have ushered in a new responsible and united era in
our history. Could anyone have done more?

As one who is priviliged to work closely with you,
I shall always be grateful for the example that you, so
many times unconsciously and humbly, gave. It has been a
privilege and honor for me to serve as your Secretary of
the Treasury, and it has been a unique and inspirational
experience to know you as a man and as our 38th President.

I know you are as proud as I am of the accomplish-
ments of your administration. Under your leadership we
have been able to reverse the destructive trends of our
society, and give this country a balanced economic recovery
with sound fiscal and monetary policies. We have taken a
leadership role in maintaining a free and open world trading
and investment order, and have helped establish a framework
of world-wide economic cooperation.
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The President -2 - November 4, 1976

In the next few weeks it will be my pleasure
to assist you in any way I can to assure an orderly and
constructive transition.

Carol and our children join me in extending our
warmest and best love to one and all in the Ford family.
May you all rejoice in future good health and happiness.
We know the good Lord will bless you all for your efforts
and sacrifices for the benefit of our beloved America.

Faithfully yours,

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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President said no answer necessary.
File.






