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THE PR]i"Y IDENT HAS SEEN. ...
UTAH TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION

210 Kearns Building
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84101
Telephone (801) 363-1191

November 8, 1976

Mr, Gerald R, Ford

President of the United States of America
The Whitehouse

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D, C. 20510

We think you are a great President, Mr. Ford.

The enclosed "Bob Greene' column which appeared in the Salt Lake
Tribune Saturday, November 6, 1976 expresses our feelings much
better than I could write them,

We feel certain that we speak for many sincere hard-working Ameri-
cans who feel the same way. We will miss you when you leave the
office to which you have returned pride and honesty and friendli-
ness. We can only pray that your successor is a truly regular
American like you.

Please do not ever feel that you and your staff did not do a good
job for the country we all love so much, or that your efforts were
not appreciated by the majority of us.

We wish you and your wonderful wife a future of continued good health,

happiness and achievement.

Sincerely,

T

Fred M. Moore, Volunteer Worker
Utah Taxpayers Association
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afThanks }Mr Presulent You lld

Field Newspaper Syndicate

Dear Mr. Ford:

These must be among the most
trying hours of your life and I hope this
letter is not an intrusion. Losmg the
presidency is a hurt that only a handful
of men will ever know. And no one

b

g

*OW

* But I want to write —as onﬁbﬂn y
Amencans who are not very mte /

"in politics and who are not reg t‘éredf“‘"‘

members of either political party — to
say thanks. Thanks for being there
when we all needed you.

You did not seek the pres'idency

when it was handed to you. You were

besides yourself can understand the
ersonal sorrow that you are feehng i
“ Inthe first minutes of your presiden-

Yy, you said yomahzed that _you had
gl ected by our votes You

your mind soon after entermg the White
House, but it would be hard to blame
you for that. Only 36 other persons in
the history of this nation shared with
you the experience of being President;
it is not hard to imagine that the lure of
wanting it some more is an enticement
hardly any man could resist.

Nightmare Was Over g

" that, in the absence of our
ballots, you could have our prayers.
You wished aloud that your predeces-
sor and his family eould find personal
peace; you said that the long nat‘.mnal
nightmare was over.

We out here in the country were

the middleman in a crisis the likes of . ypyed by your speech that day. But we

which we may never see again. The rest
of us could feel relief when your
predecessor left office; while we talked
about how the bad times were gver, you
-alone faced the burden of trying to put
ps;all back together again.

sals you came to office, you said
that 3 you would never run for the
pres1dency on your own. You changed

all have short memories; within
months we were treating you the same
way we have treated all of our modern
Presidents. It is probably good, this
intense serutiny and easy criticism, for
1t helpsrmgke a President realize: that

atgentx(:g,
of our way to let you know that we did

tituency is, indeed, paying closé
ut in your case we went out -

,not regard you as an unflawed man.
So we made the jokes, and the nasty

cracks, and the inngendos. It wasn’t

just the editorial cartoonists and the
political columnists; so many of us
joined in the.glee at laughing every
time you displayed a physical clumsi-

" ness, and making jokes about your

uneasy way with words, and snickering
over what we were leq to believe was
your lack of mbellect

Blggest Target of All

That you were an athlete, that you
were a discerning survivor of the
political infighting of the Congress, that
you were an attorney graduating near
the top of your law school class at Yale
University, those things did not impress
us. Now you were the President, and
lll’residents are the biggest targets we

ave.

By the time this election season
came around, it was fashionable to
portray you as a bumbling clown. How

~ this may have affected you as a human,

we. didn’t much care. You were the
President and that is how we have been

_ conditioned to treat our Presidents in

the second half of the twentleth
century.

So you must be nursmg hurts that
vou never expected. You will be leaving
the White House soon, perhaps leaving
Washington. And now perhaps it is the
right time to say the words to you that
we didn’t ever say before.

You were a vietim of circumstances.
We all were victims of circumstances,
of the national crushing of the spu-lt
that was brought about by your
decessor. It was a little easier fo

be victims, though; we could merely

complain and not be forced to do
anything about it. .

Begin the Healing

You, though — you had the job of

beginning the healing. And you did it

Two years ago, it seemed at Ms
impossible that we could ever be a
nation that could smile again. That we
could ever be a people who felt good

about ourselves. But somehow it began

to turn around. And you, more than
anyone else, did it. In a quiet, low-key
way, you made sure we knew that the
White House was not a place of
uncleanliness anymore. You made sure
that we knew that a President could,
indeed, still be a caring man worthy of
our trust. You helped get us out.

I don’t want to talk about the. resmts
of Tuesday’s balloting. As I sald a'
beginning of this letter, there are m
of us who do not spend very m’@ch time
thinking about political matteng ind i
is best to leave the political analysis

those who make a career of that. - :
ﬁfé’?

This is just a note of grantudg
helping all of us find a peace that, for a
while, seemed destined never to be ours
again. May you and your own family
find peace, too. We can never repay you
for the service you gave to. your

_countrymen when we needed it most. It
is difficult to put our feelings into -

words, but please know that the feelings
are there, and that we will not fqrget 4

Thank you, Mr. President.
(Copynght) ;




