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SUBCOMMITTEES: 
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CONSERVATION, ENERGY ANO 
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mla~bington, 3)9.«:. 20515 

December 2, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN··.~., 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

WALTER J . PITTMAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

TED L. DANIEL 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

MI S S MARGARET S. BAYOL 

SECRETARY 

2188 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20515 

TEL.EPHONE, (202) 225-4531 

DISTRlcT OFFICE: 

MRS. PATRICIA GUPTON 

SECRETARY 

POST OFFICE BUILDING 

TARBORO. NORTH CAROL.INA 27886 

TELEPHONE, (919) 823-4200 

I appreciate very much your kind letter of 
congratulations on my reelection. It was most 
gracious of you to write me, particularly in view of 
all you have been through, and your very busy schedule. 

I must confess that I have extreme emotions over 
the change in Administration, even when my own party 
is taking over at the White House. 

You and your Administration have been very 
helpful to me in my efforts to serve the people I 
represent. Max Friedersdorf and his staff have 
always been most cooperative with me and members of 
my staff. But, as you already know, he is a great 
guy and has a lovely wife. We have just taken a trip 
to the Far East together. 

Even with a member of my own party in the White 
House, I expect it will be sometime before I will get 
acquainted with a new crowd. In fact, I only met 
President-Elect Carter casually on one occasion when 
he visited Washington. 

I had intended to write you another letter under 
separate cover, but may I take the occasion of this 
response to tell you that we will miss you and your 
lovely wife, Betty, in the White House - Democrats 
and Republicans alike. I know I will. My wife, 
Christine, and daughter, Nancy Dail - now a freshman 
at Carolina, will miss you and yours. 
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Nancy Dail had the honor of serving at one of 
the tables at one of the last Congressional Breakfasts, 
and was honored to have her picture made with Mrs. 
Ford. 

May I also use this letter to express my 
appreciation for the extremely commendable and unselfish 
way in which you are cooperating with President-Elect 
Carter. Since he will be completely new on the Washington 
scene, I do believe the transition help which you are 
giving will enable him to do a much better job -
especially during the first few months of his Administration. 
I don't envy him, as I didn't envy you when you took 
over. However, in spite of certain handicaps, in my 
opinion, you still had a much easier task than he 
will have. 

Again, as a private citizen and as a Member of 
Congress, I want to thank you for the great service 
you have rendered our great country for so many years 
and in so many ways - including your period of service 
in the Congress, as Vice President, and finally as a 
most distinguished and honorable President of the 
United States. 

If at any time during the next two years I can 
be of service to you in anyway, please do not hesitate 
to call upon me. I know you will be very, very 
busy - hopefully doing some of the things you have 
always wanted to do. But should you be on Capitol 
Hill, particularly on the first floor of the Rayburn 
Building, we would all be honored for you to drop by 
2188. 

May I also take this opportunity to wish for 
you and yours the most wonderful Christmas ever, with 
an abundance of the blessings of life - especially 
good health, happiness, and enduring friendships. 
May I also wish you every success wherever you may be 
and in whatever you may be doing. 
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With kindest and highest personal regards and 
sincere appreciation for your service and friendship, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

£JI 
L. H. Fountain 

LHF/ab 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MR PRESIDENT: 

The attached is for your information. 
It will be handled in a routine manner 
unless you indicate otherwise. 

Jim Connor 


