The original documents are located in Box C1, folder “Conrad, Charles F. “Chuck”” of the
Gerald and Betty Ford Special Materials Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



CHARLES F. CONRAD

1899 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE, HOLLAND, MICH. 49423
616 392-1492

December 8, 1976
:SIDENT HAS SEEN...

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford,
President of the United States,
c/o The White House,
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Ford:

Probably this will be the last opportunity for us to
exchange letters during your presidency.

I would much prefer to have you as our President during
the next four years. However, I sincerely believe the
outcome of the election can be a personal blessing that
will enable you to enjoy family life with Mrs. Ford and
your children. You devoted more than one-fourth of a
century to public service. Somehow our system provides
the right man at the right time.

History will show you as one of the most successful presi-
dents. You did what was best for the country in every
instance of your choice. Looking back over the last fifty
years, the only "normal times" were the Eisenhower years

and the last two years of your presidency. (It took a

few months for you to straighten out the mess you inherited.)

I have faith that President Carter will in fact be a man
who also uses good common sense and judgment as to what is
best for the United States of America. It will not surprise
me to see him adopt and implement practically everything
that you stood for and tried to do. It is my opinion that
Congress will support him in that effort, because they are
of the same party. If so, the good old U.S.A. will not be
harmed.

If nothing else, the next four years clearly places the total
responsibility on the Democratic party for success or failure.
That would only be possible under the present circumstances.

I have enjoyed knowing you for many years. I shall always
consider it to have been a privilege. Best wishes for good
health and happiness during the retirement years.

Very trpuly yours,

< e ot /,,/

Chuck Conrad

—

CFC/ms
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