
The original documents are located in Box C8, folder “Japan, 1969-1973 - Documents 
1-5” of the Melvin Laird Papers (1941) at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 

photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 

States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  

Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 

domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 

remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 

copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 
FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DOCUMENT 

Some documents are stll withdrawn 

Please ref er to the Calendar of Documents for 
descriptions. 

FILE LOCATION 

LAIRD PAPERS 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(Al Closed by Executive Order 12356'governing access to national security information. 
(Bl Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(Cl Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

. . 

~ 

DATE RESTR ICTION 

GSA FORM 7122 (REV. 5-82) 

Digitized from Box C8 of the Melvin Laird Papers (1941) at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE SECRETAnY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

25 January 1971 

MEMORf"'NDUM FOR: The Secretary of the Navy 

SUBJECT: Homepc>1·t ing Overseas 
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I hc:ive revie.1ed your 1)1emorandum of January 23which proposes 
the 1·ctention of' Yokosuka as a primary N.::1vy installation in Japan 
instc.:id of the e1sn11ed shift of most nav<ii activities to Sascbo, 
Japan. I have rW objection to this revision in our WestPac Base 
Closure Packa~Je. providing there is no appreciable increase in 
requ i red fund i 119 :md we receive something in return such as a 
10-year agreemenr. 

You mentloG in your memorandum that you are willing to stay 
in Yokosuka providing you can homeport fleet units in this port. 
As you know, I have not approved additional homeporting overseas 
and still have reservations about such a progrrim, I did tell Admiral 
ZumvJalt that I had no objection to a study of such a plan and that 
I would be happy to review the pros and cons when all the pertinent 
facts- had been put together. It is my understanding that your cur
rent inquiry both in Europe and the Far East is for the purpose of 
gathering data and that you are not in any way commiting you1·se1f 
to further overseas homeporting. 

I look forward to revie~·Jing your proposal for additional home-
porting overseas when you have completed your current study. ~ 
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