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.THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1975 

Your Holiness: 

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge has conveyed to me your 
concern for the Vietnamese refugees. I fully share this 
concern and assure you that our efforts continue to assist 
those displaced by the recent tragic events in Vietnam. 

Since the time of your message, the United States has 
evacuated nearly 60, 000 refugees from threatened areas 
of Vietnam. I have also appealed to other nations, as 
well as various international organizations, to assist in 
resettling and rehabilitating these unfortunate people. We 
hope that a number of countries will participate in this 
effort. 

In this regard, it would be most helpful if you would con­
sider issuing a general appeal calling on nations throughout 
the world to join in helping these refugees to start a new 
life. I believe that such an appeal by you would contribute 
most importantly to the goal we share of alleviating the 
immense suffering inflicted on these people. 

Sincerely, 

His Holiness 
Pope Paul VI 
Vatican City 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6, 1975 

Henry Cabot Lodge has co veyed to me your 
concern fort e Vietnamese refugees. I fully share this 
concern and as ure you that our effo ts continue to assist 
those displaced the recent tragi events in Vietnam. 

areas of Vietnam. appealed to other nations, 
as well as various inte natio al organizations, to assist 
in resettling and rehabi 'ta ng these unfortunate people. 
We hope that a number o ountries will participate in 
this effort. 

In this regard, 
consider issuing a ge eral ap eal calling on nations 
throughout the worl to join in elping these refugees to 
start a new life. I elieve that uch an appeal by you would 
contribute most i portantly to t goal we share of 
alleviating the suffering · nflicted on these people. 

Sincerely, 

His 
Pop 
Va can City, Italy 
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FROM: President 

DATE: May 8, 1975 
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ACTION REQUESTED: 
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5/13 

NSC/S: 

Pope's letter had to be resigned 
because of error in address. 
Pls send the new letter to S/S 
for dispatch and file the other that 
was signed in Central Files/ 

Carole 
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MEHORANDUH FOR: 

DOCUHEIIT DESCRIPTION: 

GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 
EXF.CUTIV~ SECRETARY 

. DEPARTitENT OF STATE 
7'599190. 

TO: Pope Paul VI 

FROM: President Ford 

DATE: May 6, 1975 

SUBJECT; Vietnamese Refugees 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

_ ___;DRAFT REPLY FOR: PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE _ ___; 

.. : ... WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATURI· . 
OTHER ---- ------~--------4 

DIRECT REPLY _ ____; · FU&~ISH INFO COPY _ ___..; 

_ ___;RECON}fENDATIONS/CO!'mEt-.T'fS 

TRANSLATION --
APPROPRIATE HANDLING --
INFORNATION --
FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS Ih~ICATED: _ _....; ------l 

DUE DATE: 
URGENT ·---
ROUTINE 

COHHENTS: 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

• _,' <' 

' . . 4:, ~ u;·.: x. ,P-c o~;.; 
·~ for JEANNJ.y-1~. DAVIS 
)' St:.f( Secretary 
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TO: Pope Paul VI 

FROM: President Ford 

DATE: May 6, 1975 

GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 
EXF.CUTIV~ SECRETARY 
DEPARTI1ENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: Vietnamese Refugees 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

DRAFT REPLY FOR: PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE _ ___;; --
-WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATUR· . 

__ OTHER ___ ....__ ____ --+ 

DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY -- --
I • . I 

RECOHHENDATIONS/COl'l}IEJ:I.TTS _ ____; 
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¥~~~hi 
for JEANN~L DAVIS 
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TilE WHITE IIOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

May 6, 1975 

Your Holiness: 

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge has conveyed to me your 
concern for the Vietnamese refugees. I fully share this 
concern and assure you that our efforts continue to assist 
those displaced by the recent tragic events in Vietnam. 

Since the time. of your message, the United States has 
evacuated nearly 60, 000 refugees from threatened 
areas of Vietnam. I have also appealed to other nations, 
as well as various international organizations, to assist 
in resettling and rehabilitating these unfortunate people. 
We hope that a number of countries will participate in 
this effort. 

In this regard, it would be most helpful if you would 
consider issuing a general appeal calling on nations 
throughout the world to join in helping these refugees to 
start a new life. I believe that such an appeal by you would 
contribute most importantly to the goal we share of 
alleviating the immense suffering inflicted on these people. 

Since rely, .,J 
~R.? 

His Holiness 
Pope Paul VI 
Vatican City, Italy 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 2038 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

May 5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger f\ 
SUBJECT: Papal Message on the Vietnamese Refugee Situation 

Pope Paul has sent a message to you (at Tab B) through Ambassador 
Lodge expressing concern over the plight of the Vietnamese refugees 
and requesting that every effort be made to assist the refugees. 

At Tab A for your approval is a reply to Pope Paul which would express 
your concern for the plight of the Vietnamese refugees, outline our 
assistance efforts to date, indicate that we are working to enlist the 
support of other nations in aiding these displaced people, and request 
that he consider issuing a general appeal for assistance in resettling 
and rehabilitating the refugees. 

Your message has been coordinated with Paul Theis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the m.,.ge to Pope Paul at Tab A, 

APPROVE A1!,-r_ DISAPPROVE _____ _ 

-&iiiOIHt;T 
GDS 

~.rkt ~/to/ o"( 

• 



Message From The Pope To The President 

The condition of the refugees in Vietnam is approaching 

catastrophy and if something is not done within 24 hours a catastrophy 

is certain. There are 600, 000 refugees in Da Nang and their 

evacuation is urgently necessary. I plead to you, Mr. President, to 

make every effort to save these miserable people. 

March 28, 1975 
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7506553 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Apri~ .2, .1975 

~1EMORANDUN FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Papal Message to the President 
on Vietnam 

On March 28 Pope Paul VI sent a message to the 
President expressing his concern with the Vietnamese 
refugees in DaNang and pleading with the President 
to make every effort to evacuate these people. The 
Pope's verbal message was delivered to Ambassador 
Henry Cabot Lodge, the President's Special Envoy 
to the Vatican. 

Attachment: 

Suggested reply. 
Rome's 4635 (NODIS) 

€0l!JFii'lBN'£IAI. 
GDS 
~ ~/;ojo~ 
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CGHFIBEHTIAL 

EUR/WE:RPGALLAGHER:JKB 
4/1/7 5 X. 28210 
WHITE HOUSE 

EUR - AAHARH1AN 
E A - R I'll L L E R 

Itlt'iEDIATE 

STADIS 

ROf'IE 

E.o. 11652: XCDS-1 
TAGS: P!N·I, VS, VT 

EA/VN - LPETERS 
S/S -

DECLASSIFlED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

U. sate Dept. Guidelinet! 
By ~ , NAaA, Date· ju "JJ olj 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE POPE 

FOR ILLING 

1. ILLING REQUESTED TO DELIVER FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE TO THE VATICAN: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR HOLINESS: AMBASSADOR HENRY CABOT 
LODGE CONVEYED TO ME YOUR GRAVE CONCERN FOR THE VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES IN DA NANG. I FULL.Y SHARE YOUR DEEP CONCERN AND 
ASSURE YOU THAT OUR EFFORTS CONTINUE TO ASSIST REFUGEES 
THROUGHOUT VIETNAM· 

AT THE TIME OF YOUR MESSAGE, I HAD ORDERED AN AIR AND SEA 
EVACUATION OF DA NANG USING ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US. 
I HAVE ALSO APPEALEr> TO OTHER NATIO~JS, AS WELL AS TO UNITED 
NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM, TO ASSIST IN THIS 
EFFORT. THE UNITED STATl:.S WILL CONTHJUE TO [·JAKE EVERY 
C 0 N C E IV A l3 L E E F F 0 R T T 0 E VA C U A T E A S ~1 A r J Y P E 0 P L E A S P 0 S S I G L E 
Ff\On THREATENED ARE:i\S It~ SOUTH VIEHJAt-1. WE HAVE OEEN 
GRATIFIED THAT A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPATING IN 
THIS EFFORT· 

I N T H IS R [ G A R D , I /1 P P E A L T 0 Y 0 U T 0 A S I< /d. L P 1\ R T IE S 
COtKU~NED Hl VIEHJ/di TO PEf~fHT HIE SAVE EV/,CU/\i'ION or= 

-<CONFID£1>JT1AL 
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· ·· FORM DS 322A{OCR}­

CONFH>DJTIAL ·-...__ 
.. .;: ... 

. I 2 

REFUGEES FROM ANY AREA WHERE IT IS NECESSARY. AN 
ASSURANCE OF SAFE EVACUATION WILL HELP TO ALLEVIATE THE 
HUMArJ SUFFERING AND ASSIST HJ TRANSPORTING THE REFUGEES 
TO SAFE AREAS. SINCERELY, GERALD FORD· END TEXT. YY 
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INfO OCT-Cl /tHH W 

0 282ll~H MAH 75 
F l1 AM~ M:..! ;. S S Y rW ;1 E 

. . 
-~-M·-~WW~WqPM-~ft~---

TO SECSTATE WASNOC NlACT IMMEOIATt ~344 

NOD-IS 

. E.o. 11652! XGUS ... 1 
TAGS: ~!NT, VS, VT 
SUSJ~CTi McS~AGE FROM .TH~ POPE TO TH~ PRESIDENT 

1~ ARCHBISHOP ~E~E~LI CALLED ~E TQ HIS OFFIC~ AT 214~ LOCA~ 
TIHE 7G~iG~T TO GIVl ME THE FOLLO~!NG V~RbA~ ME~SAG~ FRUM THE 
POPE TO P~E~ID~NT FORD: 

2E SECI~ Hl.S~AG~ 'l'O TH::; PRr:SlDUH: Hli:. CUt~DlTION UF THE Rt.fU•• 
Gf~S Jl\ Vlf:tt~~~-; I~ AP?~GACHlt~G C~TA:;TkOPHy J..NO lF SOt ... ':C:Tn!r~G 
! ~ !-~ J r :; ~ ~~ :. :< ! ~ ~~ r : ~ 2 <- !~ c 'J :-~ s ~:. ~ .A._ : ;~. s ; ~ ~J ~ H Y I !:} c £ i~ T ~, : :,, • : ~ :. :;.; ~ 
A;.: E 6 t <~ , ;,~ 0 i:/ R E r U G t E S IN 0 A I~ r.l~ G A N :J T K t. H< l: V t\ CU . .; 1 11; N l ~ (.;i-t...,:: li T ~ Y 
KECfSS~~Y. I PLE~D TC YOU, MR. P~E~IUENT, TU MA~t EV~~y ~Fq 
F 0 ~ T T 0 SAVE lli t:: Sf.. t"l ~ ~ t R A b L. ~ P E [J P k t. • E N,O· 0 r· ~i E 5 S A G t: 1 0 THE 
FR~f;ZD::NT. 

}. 3. SEN~LLI RANK3 IMM~OlATELY AFT~H ThE PUPt AND THE 5ECY OF 
STATE AS NUM~lR lMRt~ MAN AND H~ WAb ~NUUlSTIONABLY PtR~ON~LLY 
INSTRUC7EU bY THE PUPE TO GIV~ M~ TH~· AUDV~ M~SSA~E FCR D~" 
L I V E K Y T C . i H :;: Ptn: S I D EN i • 

~ • I D ~: .~ u i\ 0::. P A f< To'~::~~ T I S ~, 1 6 9 • 0 o A r.; U T C L.O ri I M J;; !:: T 0 :i iH D 
· ~EA~) ~H~7 TH~Ht AH~ c~j,~Cw REfUGE~S IN OANANG~ I A5SU~~Q 

t\ ! :'· T r' ;.. T 'i h t. U • S • F iJ '- L Y S rl :... r. t:: \) P 0 r' t t 5 C 0 r~ (: t:: i-1 N 0 V S rl T h t:. . K i:: ~ U"' 
G t E 5 A :, :.; 1,· t:: ~ C. t: X P :.,. C :< I t-. G 0 ~ U rc G C: :\ T t) :.. S l S E \! t r-< Y 1'i :. Y C r f, Ll. l: •.i I ,.. 
~Tl~~ 1~~ hU~~N 5uF~t~lNG ~~D TRA~S~OkTl~G THE REfUGE~S TO 

~~0T TO liE f..5f'"ODUC[D 'NIH-lOUT TilL: AUTt-iOR.Il.ATION Or THE EXECUTIVE SECRE'L·\~:Y ["-, . \ '\ '\ 

. .. 
;-: 

DECLASSIFIED .:·~ 
· -· ....... ···'·-'"~-.... -· __ .:~ff.t295s ... seE.i:s·~.;.~-=.-~.;;... .• _._._ .............. ;.-·-· . · .~-l·-""'"'··~.r==:..:.:·:....·-:·.~-:~-:.:.. ... ..:.:.=.,,...:.;~~;;.;;::.:..: '-"·' · · · · ····~. 

A 1 State Dept. Guidelines :. ~ ;: ~ 
By It!~ · , NAiA, Date -4/to / o i r 
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TO SECSTAT~ WASHOC NIACT IMMEOIATt 

i i C ~ i T HUM~ 4635 

NOO.!S 

FOR EAG~E6URGfR fROM LOOGE 

. E.o. t1a52: XGOS~1 
TAGS: PINT, VS, VT 
SU~JECTZ MeS~AGE FROM TH~ POPE TO TH~ P~~SIO~Nl 

I 

1. ARCHBISHOP bE~E~L! CA~~EO ME TO HIS OFFICa AT 2145 ~OCAL 
TIME TONIGHT TO GlV~ M~ ThE FOLLO~lNG V~RbA~ MESSAG~ FRUM THE 
POPE TD P~E~IO~NT FORD: -

2. 6EGIN M~SSAG~ TO TH~ PRESlD~NT: TH~ CO~OlTION UF THE R~fU• 
GEt:S pi VI~\NAM !~ APP~OACiilNG CATASTkOPHY ANO lF SUMt:THING 
IS NOT DONE i'tiii"''IN 24 iiOUnS A CATASTRUPHY I~ CEI~TAIN. THt:.R~ 
ARi 5~~,00~ HE~UGtES IN DANANG ANW THtiR tVACUATIUN IS UR~ENTLY 
NEC~SSAKY. I PLlAD rc YUU, MR. PHESIUENT 1 TO MAK~ EV~RY ~F· 
FO~T TO SAV~ TH~S~ MIS~~AtiLE PEUPLE, END Of MESS~Gt 10-THE 
PRE.SIO~NT • 

3. SENE~LI RANKS IMMtDlATE~Y AFT~R THE PQPt AND THE SECV OF 
STATE AS NUMdtR THR~~ MAN AND H~ WAb UNYUtSTIONABL1 PtR~ONALLY 
INSTRUC7EU ~y TME PUPE TO GIV~ M~ TH~· Ati~V~ MtSSA~a FOR 0~" 
LIVERY TO THE PH~SIOENT. 

4, I DR~~ ON O~PARTM~NT'S 0169lb~ ANU TOLO HIM WE TOU HAD 
~EARD THAT TH~~~ AHt c~~~~~~ HEfUGE~S IN OANANG. I ASSURED 
HIM THAT TH~ U,S. FUL~Y 5"AHEO PO~~IS CONCE~N OVEH THt'HE~U· 
GEES A~J WE~E EXPLCHI~G 0~ URGE~T BASIS EVt~Y ~AY 0~ ALLE~I~ 
ATI~G TM~ hUMAN 5UFF~HlNG ~NO THA~SPOkTlNG THE REFUUEtS TO 
SAFE~ AREAS. 

5. I ASSURED HTI1 I \•JOULD DELiVER HIS MESStx;E. BEAUDRY 

SECt~ 

·-.__ 

~--- ....... 

,. ' 
; ~-

t. : 
I,-'-. ~ ~ . 

NOT TO SE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE~S~CRETAR~~ { 
DECLASSIFIED ~\<:) • ·,. :'1.. 
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NA'tiONAL SECURITY 

Bud 

Attached is the Birthday message to 

Pope Paul VI which we have already cleared. 

~ • 
ADC 

9/23/76 
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EUR/~~:JUS~IHART:JKB 
~i23/7b x. 25210 
EU.~ - LSLAiiJGEtl 

S/CPR - SWROCKUELL 
SIS -

Hl~iE:D IA TE .FOME 

F0R AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

11652: N/A 

TAGS: PrOR., VT 

NSC - H8INNE~DIJK 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO POPE PAUL VI 

1. PLEASE TRANS~IT THE fOLLOWING MESSAGE TO POP~ PAUL ON 
-SEPTEi18ER 26: 

c~UCTE: YOW;: HOLinESS: , ON BEHALF OF THE Ai'iERICA;,i PEOPLE, 
I ~ISH TO CONVEY HEARTfELT CO~GRATULATIO~S ON THE OCCASION. 
OF Y0UR SEVENTY-~INTH aiRTHDAY. YOUR G~FAILI~G EFFORTS 
0~ BEHALF OF UORLD PEACE AND JUSTICE ARE AN INSPIRATION 
Tv ALL THE: PEOPLE OF THE UORLD. Sii;CCRELY, GERALD R. FORD· 
UHQUOTE. . 

· LSL ;; 
Jhl s ~: 

S/~ 

2. UliiTE HOUSE DOE~ i"J(lT PLt.r! TO .RELEASE. TEXT, BUT HAS !~0 · ·. 
OBJECTION TO RECIPIENT DOHJG SO. YY ··. -:- •S:·~J"~· . 

. ~ .~ ~ . . ::; 
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