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; THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 25, 1976

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your letter of January 9, which I have read
with interest. I am pleased to hear that in your view the
relations between our two countries have improved. This

" has been my desire, and the United States Government
will continue to work toward this goal.

It is in this spirit that we have renewed an aid program
j for Somalia. I have asked Ambassador Loughran and
other American officials to meet with Somali officials

% to complete the necessary preliminary work leading to
f agreement on how the aid funds will be utilized.

The question of Djibouti which you raised is an important
and urgent one requiring careful consideration. The
United States Government will be following closely the
developments relating to the coming independence of that
territory, and will consult with Somalia and other govern-
ments which have a direct and special interest in this
area. It is our desire to cooperate with all the parties
in the region to support peace and stability. It would be
indeed unfortunate if independence were to bring distur-
bance and conflict rather than benefits to the people of
that territory and its neighbors.

Your comments on Angola and the Indian Ocean prompt
me to repeat that we believe it to be in the interests of
all concerned that Africa not be the scene of military
competition between the great powers. This has been,
and will continue to be, our consistent policy. We
regret that others have not always exercised the
restraint required for the success of this policy.
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I was pleased that you have reaffirmed Somalia's
policy of non-alignment. I believe that implementation
of such a policy will foster the better relations we both
seek, and I hope that we will shortly see further evi-
dence of our improved relations in multilateral as well
as in bilateral matters.

I extend best wishes to you and the Somali people and
reciprocate your desire that during 1976 significant
strides be made toward the achievement of peace and
justice throughout the world.

P 2L

" Sincerely,

His Excellency

Major General Mohamed Siad Barre

President of the Supreme Revolutionary Council
of the Somali Democratic Republic

Mogadiscio



MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE 467
WASHINGTON
-GONFIDENTIAL (GDS) ACTION
February 23, 197%

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Brent Scowcroft
SUBJECT: Proposed Reply to Letter from President

Siad of Somalia

President Siad wrote you January 9 to review U,S./Somalia relations
and to discuss the French Territory of Afars and Issas (FTAI), the
Indian Ocean and Angola (Tab B).

On the question of Afars and Issas, President Siad indicates that his
policy is to encourage independence without conditions and to oppose,
as incompatible with true independence, a continued French military
base in the port city of Djibouti.

President Siad supports the concept of a zone of peace in the Indian
Ocean and opposes the establishment of any military bases which would
introduce great power rivalry to the area. On Angola he observes
that the MPLA represents the majority of the Angolan people and has
receiveda ''"majority of international recognition.' He calls on the

U.S. to help create an atmosphere for peace in that country.

Finally, he thanks the United States for resuming aid to Somalia.

You will recall that in your meeting September 24, 1975 with Somalia's
Ambassador to the United States, Abdullahi Ahmed Addou, you indicated
that the United States had been pleased to help in the drought in
Somalia and was reviewing proposals to be of economic assistance to
that country. Subsequently we have planned for FY'76 a small, $3-5
million 'food for work'program for Somalia under PL480 authority.

Our efforts with Somalia are designed to improve relations and to

offer Somalia some option to excessive reliance on the Soviet Union.
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In keeping with these efforts, it is recommended that you respond
personally to President Siad's latest letter. A suggested text (Tab A)
assures President Siad of our desire to improve relations and suggests
that representatives of our two Governments meet soon to complete
the necessary work to implement this year's aid allocation. The
reply also comments briefly on President Siad's views on Afars and
Issas, Angola, and the Indian Ocean. On the first question, the reply
stresses our desire to cooperate with all parties in the region in
support of peace and stability as the territory moves to independence.
On Angola and the Indian Ocean the letter stresses our belief that it
is in the interest of all concerned that Africa not be the scene of
military competition between the great powers but that regrettably
others have not always exercised the restraint required if this policy
is to be successful. Lastly, the reply expresses pleasure that Siad
has reaffirmed Somalia's policy of non-alignment and expresses the
hope we will soon see further evidence of our improved relations in
multilateral as well as in bilateral matters. Bob Hartmann's office
has cleared the text of the letter.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you forward to President Siad of Somalia the letter at Tab A.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 467
CONFIDENTIAL-(GDS) ACTION
February 13, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT OWCROFT
FROM: Hal Horan (%
SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence: Proposed

Reply to Letter from President Siad of

Somalia
RECOMMENDATION:

That you forward to the President the self-explanatory memo at
Tab I recommending he send a personal response to Somali
President Siad's letter of January 9, 1976.

—CONFIDBENTHAL- (GDS)
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S/s 7601510

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 5, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Proposed Reply to Presidential
Letter from President Siad of
Somalia
(NSC 7600467)

Somali Ambassador Addou delivered a letter to
the President from President Siad at the White
House on January 23. Attached is a draft reply.

In his letter President Siad reviewed U.S./
Somali relations, noting that in spite of
difficulties, there had been an increase in under-
standing. He reiterated that non-alignment was a
cardinal principle of Somali policy.

President Siad discussed the immediate issues
of "French Somaliland" (The French Territory of the
Afars and the Issas), the Indian Ocean and Angola.
Concerning "French Somaliland", his policy was to
encourage independence without conditions and to
oppose a continued French military base in Djibouti
as incompatible with true independence. He did,
however, pledge that Somalia would encourage an
independent Djibouti to maintain good relations with
France and to insure the economic interest of other
states, by which he presumably meant Ethiopia.

President Siad stated that he supported the
concept of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and
opposed the establishment of any military bases
which would introduce great power rivalry to the
area. His position on Angola was that the MPLA
represented the majority of the Angolan people and
had received a majority of international recognition.
He called on President Ford to help create an
atmosphere for peace in that country.
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Finally he thanked the Government of the United
States for resuming aid to Somalia, but added that Somalia's
needs were so great that he hoped our commitment in the
future would be a larger one.

In the proposed reply the President assures President
Siad of our desire to improve relations and suggests that
representatives of the two Governments meet soon to com-
plete the necessary work to implement this year's aid
allocation. The reply also comments briefly on President
Siad's views on Djibouti and Angola. Regarding the former
it stresses our desire to cooperate with all the parties
in the region in support of peace and stability as the
territory moves to independence.

Concerning Angola it reiterates our policy that
Africa not be the scene of military competition between

the great powers.

{,L,George S. Sprlngsteen
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Suggested Letter







DEPARTMENT OF STATE . : - ) )

washington, D.C. 20520

MEMORANDQM FOR MR, SRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOU

Subject: Proposed Reply to Presidential v

Letter from President Siad of o '
Somalia ' : ’ , - :
(NSC 7600467)

Somali Ambassador addou delivered a letter to
the President from President Siad at the White
House on January 23. Attached is a draft reply.

“In his letter President 8iad reviewed U.S./
Somali relations, noting that in. spite of
dlff;CultlEa, there had been an increase in under-
standing. He reiterated that non-alignment was a
cardinal principle of Somali policy.

President Siad discussed the immediatc issues

of "French Somaliland" (The French Territory of the
Afars and the IYssas), the Indian Gcean and Angola.
Concerning "French Soraliland", his policy was to
encourage independence without conditions and to

oppose a continued French military hase in Djibouti
as incompatible with true indepe:derc; He did,
however, pledge that Somalia would ancourage an
independent Dleou,¢ to maintain good relations with
France and to insure the economic interest of other
states, by whlch he presumably meant Ethiopia..

Presiad ent Siad stdtcd that he . suopoxtea the
concept of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and
opposed the esta011shﬂent of any military basas
“which would introduce great power rivalry to the
area. His positicn on Angola was that the MPLA
represented the wajorltv of the Angolan pesople and
had received a majority of.lnternatlonal recognition.
He called on President Ford to help create an
atmosphere for peace in that country.
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, Finally he thanked the Government of the Unit=d
States for resuming aid to Somalia, but added that Somalia‘s
needs were so grecat that he hoped our commiftment in the
future would be a larger one. : .

- In the plODOSGd reply the President assures President
Siad of our desire to improve relations and sugnacts that
representatives of the two Goversments meet soon to com~
plete the necessary work to implement this year's aid
allocation. fThe reply also commants briefly on President
.8iad's views on Djibouti and angola. ’Regavdidq the former
- it stresses our d051re to ceoperate with all the parties
in the region in support of peacs and stability as the
terrltory moves to 1ndepenaence. : :

_ Concarnlng Angola it reiterates our policy uhat'>
Africa not be the scene of militaxy cpmpetLtﬂon batween

g the great powers.
0 W&m é‘.ﬁ e

vp-Ceoxrge S. Springsteen J
Executive Secretary

- Attachment:

‘Sgggested ﬁetter










I extend Eest wishes té you and the Somali
p;ople and reciorocate your desire that durlng the
ew year of 1976 s;gnlflcant strlaes be made Loward

the achlevc;ent of peace and Justlce througnou; thé

world, _
. Bincerely, f
; f
Gerald R, Ford é
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CLASSIFICATION:  UNCLASSIFIED

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 7601510

REFERRAL

Date: ganyary 23, 197
NSC log F 7600467

MEMORANDUM FOR:
George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary

Department of State

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:

To: President Ford

From: Mohamed Siad Barre

Date: January 9, 1976

Subject: President of Somalia re US-Somali relations and discusses
various substantive issues

ACTION REQUESTED:

o At

XXXX Draft reply for: XXXXX President's Signature
White House Staff
Other :
Direct reply . Furnish info copy
Dispatch Translation
Recommendations /[ Comments Appropriate Handling
Other Information

DUE DATE: January 30, 1976

LCOMMENTS:
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