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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of January 9, which I have read 
with interest. I am pleased to hear that in your view the 
relations between our two countries have improved. This 
has been my desire, and the United States Government 
will continue to work toward this goal. 

It is in this spirit that we have renewed an aid program 
for Somalia. I have asked Ambassador Loughran and 
other American officials to meet with Somali officials 
to complete the necessary preliminary work leading to 
agreement on how the aid funds will be utilized. 

The question of Djibouti which you raised is an important 
and urgent one requiring careful consideration. The 
United States Government will be following closely the 
developments relating to the coming independence of that 
territory, and will consult with Somalia and other govern­
ments which have a direct and special interest in this 
area. It is our desire to cooperate with all the parties 
in the region to support peace and stability. It woUld be 
indeed unfortunate if independence were to bring distur­
bance and conflict rather than benefits to the people of 
that territory and its neighbors. 

Your comments on Angola and the Indian Ocean prompt 
me to repeat that we believe it to be in the interests of 
all concerned that Africa not be the scene of military 
competition between the great powers. This has been, 
and will continue to be, our consistent policy. We 
regret that others have not always exercised the 
restraint required for the success of this policy. 
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I was pleased that you have reaffirmed Somalia's 
policy of non-aligmnent. I believe that implementation 
of such a policy will foster the better relations we both 
seek, and I hope that we will shortly see further evi­
dence of our improved relations in multilateral as well 
as in bilateral matters. 

I extend best wishes to you and the Somali people and 
reciprocate your desire that during 1976 significant 
strides be made toward the achievement of peace and 
justice throughout the world. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Major General Mohamed Siad Barre 
President of the Supreme Revolutionary Council 

of the Somali Democratic Republic 
Mogadiscio 
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MEMORANDUM 

-CO~JFIDENTIAL (GDS) 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 
February 23, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

Brent Scowcroft ~ 

467 

Proposed Reply to Letter from President 
Siad of Somalia 

President Siad wrote you January 9 to review U.S. /Somalia relations 
and to discuss the French Territory of Afars and Issas (FTAI), the 
Indian Ocean and Angola (Tab B). 

On the question of Afars and Issas, President Siad indicates that his 
policy is to encourage independence without conditions and to oppose, 
as incompatible with true independence, a continued French military 
base in the port city of Djibouti. 

President Siad supports the concept of a zone of peace in the Indian 
Ocean and opposes the establishment of any military bases which would 
introduce great power rivalry to the area. On Angola he observes 
that the MPLA represents the majority of the Angolan people and has 
received a "majority of international recognition." He calls on the 
U.S. to help create an atmosphere for peace in that country. 

Finally, he thanks the United States for resuming aid to Somalia. 
You will recall that in your meeting September 24, 1975 with Somalia 1 s 
Ambassador to the United States, Abdullahi Ahmed Addou, you indicated 
that the United States had been pleased to help in the drought in 
Somalia and was reviewing proposals to be of economic assistance to 
that country. Subsequently we have planned for FY'76 a small, $3-5 
million '!food for work!' program for Somalia under PL480 authority. 
Our efforts with Somalia are designed to improve relations and to 
offer Somalia some option to excessive reliance on the Soviet Union. 

-(;ONFfDENTh'\L (GDS) 
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In keeping with these efforts, it is recommended that you respond 
personally to President Siad' s latest letter. A suggested text (Tab A) 
assures President Siad of our desire to improve relations and suggests 
that representatives of our two Governments meet soon to complete 
the necessary work to implement this year's aid allocation. The 
reply also comments briefly on President Siad' s views on Afars and 
Issas, Angola, and the Indian Ocean. On the first question, the reply 
stresses our desire to cooperate with all parties in the region in 
support of peace and stability as the territory moves to independence. 
On Angola and the Indian Ocean the letter stresses our belief that it 
is in the interest of all concerned that Africa not be the scene of 
military competition between the great powers but that regrettably 
others have not always exercised the restraint required if this policy 
is to be successful. Lastly, the reply expresses pleasure that Siad 
has reaffirmed Somalia's policy of non-alignment and expresses the 
hope we will soon see further evidence of our improved relations in 
multilateral as well as in bilateral matters. Bob Hartmann's office 
has cleared the text of the letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward to President Siad of Somalia the letter at Tab A . 

• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

ACTION 
February 13, 1976 

~ BRENT~ CROFT 

Hal HoranJ:/1¢-

Presidential Correspondence: Proposed 
Reply to Letter from President Siad of 
Somalia 

That you forward to the President the self-explanatory memo at 
Tab I recommending he send a personal response to Somali 
President Siad' s letter of January 9, 1976. 

:-.· 

CONFIDEN'!'IAb (GDS) 
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JAMHUURIYADDA DIMUQ. SOOMAALIYA 
Madaxtooyada Golaha Sare ee Kacaanka 

MADAXWEYNAHA 

~~r .. Pres i ent, 

SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

Onrop garn I find i+ mos+ opportune to "'>C'nrl Your 

E~rr lr ry my greetings, nd Pst wis c~ for yo r people 

l rl doing so, also must pot t ou+ +b~t I h VP h d ~any 

reflections on thr> -fr 1itf I cxc'-langes thot I·'P had to9ether 

during rrry visit tote United Stetes of America in October 

1974, en in~ePd, nn t e subseq P t events that had sincP 

~ltho 9h some oft P~P PVents May '-lave loo~ed negative, I do 

sr cPrely hr>l ieve that e good de I of nderst nding ~nd fore-

e ranre had eMerged on bot ~ides; f~rt ~~ich gives me a 

··Jort y ce J""' +o r,., joice the resu 1 t ~ \vh i ch fa+P had charted 

~o th~t ve do sti I I, and hopcf I y for a long time yet, po~~es 

the guidance and the blessings of God that we appreciate one 

another ' s pre- occupations that need both resource and reason. 

sPnd this Mes~agP thro gh rrry PPr~ona Envoy, J,~J e 

A he' i r hm-"'~n , t•r Hr>rs i , ~r>rretary of St "J+r for F i n "lncc, '•Jho 

•·•i l I br-i rf Yolfr r=>'CC'I PPCY r.1uch -f11rth0"' th"n the sho~"'t cop'lrP 

here c n , low me to say a I the detai 1~ .:ish to cover. 

.. , 

• 
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I need not ~r. Presi~P t, repeat ~~at I clarifi~d in MY 

revious dialogues ~ith you and often through our official 

representatives, but nonPtheless I feel very strongly ebout 

emphasising certain points so that thPre may never be any 

misconception or misunderstanding. 

Mr. President, the United ~totes of America 1s just about 

to c~lebrate on u y 4th, 1976 her bicentenni,J of lndppon-

dence. ike ~i se the Som""'l i Democr..,ti c f~ep bl i c has on! y Just 

made its 15th, and its 0t~ of meaningful and fruitful sover­

eignty through our blessed revolutio • In this regard I ~iqh 

ton. ote myself in my mes~~ge to Your Excel Ieney on June ?.?nd, 

1975:-

"The Revolutionary tide ,,,l,ich, two Centuries ago, 

swept over t~e United States has, sin~e then, 

stirred i n r1any o+her countries of t~e •·•0r I d. It 

is no '"ondar th<..,+ this revol tion<wy spir-it has 

touched the souls of the Somali people at thiq 

particular time-

!'.::- \·'e stated repeated I y, the objective 0f 

ou,... Socia I i st Revo I uti on is to •.vage \·•ar eg<1 i nst 

the very enemies of mankind, n'1mely poverty, 

ignoranre and disease. It is to tr nsform o •r 

I 
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orio-economi~ C0nrlition~ for +h~ ~~++n~ ~r~, 

if"' -F'"lct, +ere_-, bring o.Jr peep c into lif0 

i+self. 

It 1s , r~rdin~l p~incipl0 t0 o 1r o! icics 

to ~3in~nin our onvirtion of on-alignment. This 

conviction doc~ not d tcr 01 r ~v•ng <-rgc 

n m r of frionds in the ·~r!d, r ther it cnh nc s 

,nd g!orifiP~ t t 0~jcr+ive. It do0~ not c rb 

or con cmn o• r .-b~o ute freedo~, rnther i+ 1~idens 

its r-cope. It nour is cs rwr severe i gnty '"i +h 

strength, a c-over . i nnty ''i +1, "'hi ch by t is phi-

h~rmony an ~g nations nd pholc the n0re~sity 

anrl ~t i ! do <>o ~ y r1 i I i + r / a.,u i I !"; .. ,c con .c;;Jn 

the presence o bases ~n th0 ~0~+i~g of ni! itc"y 

invite yo +o 

srnn t ~ ori7ons of three very imm0diate isc:- es, alI of them 

very real and very nenr to my h0Qrt and, an sure, to th0 

hearts and conscience of men of good faith vho cvre for the 

w I 
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SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

security or the souls of this trol led nan~in • 

The first iss o, ~Ar. Pres i clcnt, 1 s t :1 t of thP F0rthro., · ng 

91 0 •s 0th, and every 

respo sible states~an, a fair dosngn 0f < arm, but before 

enlarge on th~t them0 I can hardly resist to men+ion on0 ot rr 

so in+er-related. t 1~ +he Sreat Powrr rivr lry in +~e lndi~n 

0cP,n. Onbot co nts the p0sition of the ~omAI i nr~orr +ic 

Pe Lblir h sheen unamhig o s ancl d "rec+. 

On the India Oc~an, the ~omal i Denocratic Rep bl ic, bcina 

a I itto~al st~te, one of ~hose very sec 1rity, sovereignty ~nd 

pol itic,l "nde, endence would be jeopardized, have always 

opposed, and ~iII do so vehe~rntly, thr P~+,b 1 is~~en+ nf ,ny 

b se or ,"Y for~ of m; I it ry machinc ~ir r~ 1ses one o~ th~ 

'iPnt or COM rtr in str "tcg i c or tact i cv I formu I <1. ''''"' c1r "11-, i dc 

hy, ,nd solrmnly phol , t e spirit and thr declar~tion of the 

Unite ations that thic ~hou d rem 1n a ~o P of peece. 

Pe~CP as a question ,nd as a concc t, ~nrms to ho t P 

s+or~. It is so far a~ay and yet so near. It is the chel lenge 

that we face with our presn t generations, it is the h 1man 

I 

• 
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o ..rtcry; it is vJhat ve re 1 n quest., \vi thout vJh i ch He \vi I I 

never rec:;t,. 

aM not, by any stretch of im gin~tion, eYpounding on 

this matter out of naivity or overlook of the interests 1nvo ved. 

8 t it is precic:;ely ~ec se of interests ann s ch other factors 

\·Jh i ch con"'t i tute human greed, Hr. Drps i d0nt, thc:t I fre I it 

worth or while to digest. 

The strife ravaging In flngola, rAr. Pre~·iclPnt, is one vhich 

should touc the hearts of alI men an <Jomen of any co ou~ or 

politic~ co~p rxion. The p0sition of t~e Som i De~ocratic 

Rep•bl ic IS 0ry rlrAr. We he ieve that tic- nnti0n h,s roMe 

on+ of a :"lost pro ongf3d strL'9C I,.., for it~ frPcclom and, it i"' 

pity, that with freedom came point es~ civi I w~r~ 

T p peop I P of Jl.na,.., I a sho d 'mo., · ·~here thr i r i tPre"'t 1 i cs, 

·'ho re>pres0 tc- th"'t"1 "'nd ··•ho t ey 91 V<" thC'i r trust \·Jit:!-1 thr> 

_ ffai rs of ~ta+e. 1•1r !:wl · eve tl--tat tt,P 0 0pul ar ~~OV0"1r>n+ (MDLI\ 

e>njny th.:>t +rust fv~sto ·•ed upon thflt party hy the majority of 

its peop ew We also arr> onv1nre th~t it h s b0en h0no1r0cl 

by the ov,...r• ·•l,r>lmina ~vjority of intcrnation~ recognition. 

Thcrcforn, Mr. Presi ent, in order to put .:>n iM~o~ifltP 

find it m' dtty ~o cal! pon yo 

I 

• 
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to help cre2te the atMosp nre for peace 1n that cou try, 

· n t < t 

i rect i·on. 

tr st t'-1ut ., d i I ost. e ·! • t H10 pr sen+ Gove:-r n"1ent i n 

ngol c 1ssure a I t e ' nterests of th0 lnited St t0s of 

Arneric tr ut c0 m+-ry <" cl I clo op0 Yo lr ': xcn I ency 'vi 

explore 0v0r' poss1 

ro,.,inent 

h0u c' ~y my clt,ty to hr · 0-F /O ' 011 t'-lc position o+= t~c Srv;n I i 

cnn •n m~ i G ous n 

fuhr i 0 t0d certc:J in s e>cu I .:>t ions ·•h i c'-1 ~·:cr" 

.. 

nd iPclc,,., clro cc •··i+ c •t condi+ions, !e+- or 

n ..- tio o~scss. ./ -

• 



' ' I • 
<t 

JAMHUURIYADDA DIMUQ. SOOMAALIYA 
Madaxtooyada Golaha Sare ee Kacaanka 

MADAXWEYNAHA 

- 7 -

SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

I a"'l very < Pf'Y th<lt France as· - t I ast dec I arPd its 

\vi I! inaness to grant independence to Frrnch Somali land, and 

recognize principles o~ ind0pendence for that country, bu+ 

thP inference of France +o IP~'P ~chind a "'li lit~ry ~a~e in 

Jiho t', and her intention of han~ing over power to a pArticula 

gro . p or individuals r 1scs much cause for ol1rm. 

~military ~ase 1n Jabo ti does not alter t~e coloninl 

stat s. Any co 1ntry whic offers such estahl ish"'lent sel Is its 

very sove~eignty out. There, such a base creates negative 

asrects \·'hi ef-t far oub::e i gh any a Vllntaae th ut "'i g'-lt e :wcrucd 

to Fran~e or 8Vcn remotely to 1\TO. The So~a! i Democratic 

~epu~l ic centainly oppos8S it because i+ ~·iII be the very alt~r 

on •·Jh i ch the i nderrndence of Fren h ~oma I i I ·mel ~·J i I u It i mute' I y 

be slain,. 

1 ~hen independence cone to that territony it shoul~ not 

~ ttomutical ly fa I o +he ap of a ~elf-styled lraders!-tip, 

but must go to the legal ~ d lcgitina+e representatives of its 

people '"Jho +a''e t r r~ins y frerly true election. 

The Ne v State in French Soma I i I and 1 s u I ·•ays free und 

has the option to choose the terms of relations vhic!-t she ~ay 

have .,rith France after independence, but, Hr. President, it 

wi I I be most inappropriate and intimidatory if s ch relation­

ship is carved before the ~irt of ~otal freedom • 

• 
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SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

F anr0 ha~ M ny coloni0s in Africa and ~he enjoys n1que 

end 0xceptional ly good relationship .~ith them. The same co rse 

is open for France and French Somali land. The Sonal i Democratic 

Repub I i c '~i I I, I assure you ~4r. President, encourage +he Ne\·1 

State to do so and open the ·~ay ,i-F ·~e are consu I ted ,for such 

eventua I i ty ·•i th bot sides. 

should also clarify or position in one other fact0r 

often nisreported. We unequivocally promote and g arantee 

on our part th<"t the Ne•·• "+ate sho 1l d continue to safeguard 

and assure the economi int rest~ which I in~ ~er ~it~ other 

states, witho t j 0 ardizi g t~eir vested vital needs. We have 

clearly made t~is assur n e to 0 resident Giqrard d ' ~staing. 

n this issue, t~e Somali Democr tic 0 epubl ic wi I I SP the 

first to recognize a I eg it i matt=- ':"!'"' St te in French Soma I i­

land,who, I i~e alI of us wi I I have PVery right to ch~rt thrir 

future by their o~n right and sovereignty. 

Having gone thus far, ~~r. President, "!is~ c:ll c:;o to touch 

on some other aspects on the bilateral Somal i~lnitPd States 

relations. 

Over the past fiv("> ye rs the Somal i/liSI\ relations ~uV"' 

b~en c arac+erizPd as being in the lo~ ebb and ~Are often 

m~r~ed by i cide t~ too far rP~oved from w rmth and 

• 
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SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

conduciveness for effective cooperation. Since 1974, it is 

gr~+ifying to note th t mu~~ of the gloom~~ been rcmovPd 

a d t~c t~o countr'e~, ~~pite "'OMe isol 1te coses, ~vr cn~r 

up • ith positi 'e inclina-4-ion"' to•·!ards more realistic ~ppro~c~es .. 

It gives m great pleasure that the efforts made on both sides 

have at last been indicative of reward. At executive and Govern 

ment I eve Is ve have a I •·•ays t sed restraint <'~nd h a te done our 

levrl P~t to remove ~ny trip-wire o ~t cles which nay have 

. C'en + e c.:: sc, or ~n" 

T e i niti ,ti ve ta 1-en by the Government r-F the Unitrd Stiltp<­

of \merica in restorin~ and rcsu~•ng ~id to So~al ia h~ve been 

both timely and commend~ble. I must here express my dePp 

ap reciation towards +~r reFponse gi en by +he United States 

of ~mPric~ to the rescue operations cif our drouaht-stric~en 

population .. 

Hr. President, the dC'Vustat ion and dC'c::t it t inn ··~ i ch my 

pPople ~0ve suffered throu~h this natur~l disa~ter ic:: of c::uc~ 

m~gn ' tude th t we h,ve nPVer experienced its li~e in living 

memory. 1' 1<" lost r1ore th<m ~cr,t of I ivestoc 1- pop ation, more 

t an 20, 0('0 p~op I e d i eel 1 n t!v' prores"' ancl -1e s tccessf" I I y 

"1an ""lged +o sa I vage ~O"lP 2 50, noo peop I e frorl the r• inc; nf d•rst 

and destr ction; all 1::>yow• pffortc;, f~it~ and the intern'1+i0'1~1l 
asc-i~t~nce given us in respo~sc to thr ~ Jm~n crnsr1ence. 

I 
*' 
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SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

The phase I of +hie t,s~ wcs relotivrly sinple- namr>ly 

the "e~c, c opcrntions. 8tt as I ern cr"t in y u ' Ji I I appreciate 

phas0 I I - ~e~a~i I itation and ~esett e~cnt- of the r"nor~rn~P 

pose~ a rnos+ ard• ous ~n cornrl ic,te~ rrspo~~ - ~i li~y. ?Sn,ron 
people, ~~r. President, \·:. o oilpletr- y o""t thci" only ~cans 

of ivcl ;hood h veto her nnncl led n~~ into the dignified 

and us0f d proccssc~ of the national cconnrn1c pffort. 

r. Prcsi ent, t c "e~umption of Aid to Somal in on your 

part has, I m st ernp~,.,.ise aaain, her-~ timely, hut '·'I!:; to 

tantinl assistance is muc. too high t ,n ~ave b~cn so fnr 

indicated. '''e accept the spirit and the motive behind the 

resump 10n of the 1 nitcd Stntes of 1\t"r-rir<:> Aid, 'J •t rnnsiclr>rin 

the pro'Jic~s f~cina l"V people 

thr> Llni+c Stc-te'"' of ."::1 rica in this co,..,~it..,r>nt i.:<)' nn+ 

j 1~t nn~'"'i nc-1 or ta £Cnti u! for :-:-:cr '"'1:1si c;tE"n~c. 

,~d brino pace ~nd h pp1nc~c to mankind • 

. / 
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SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary 

Council 

THE PRESIDENT 

Pl0ase arcept, Yo r Excel Ieney, the assu~ nces of ~y 

hioh0~t and fraternal consideration. 

t1ooadi shu, 9th Jan ary, 1976. 

MI\JOR GE EP.AL ~~OH'\~~ED 1\D '3.'\0.R E I 

PRES I DE IT OF 

HI~ ~vr~t I ~N Y G~P'\LO F0~Q, 

P~E~ I OniT 0F THE U TED ST/\TES 0F ~Mr-o C'\, 

• 



S/S 7601510 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

-€0NF I DEi!i'i' IAL February 5, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proposed Reply to Presidential 
Letter from President Siad of 
Somalia 
(NSC 7600467) 

Somali Ambassador Addou delivered a letter to 
the President from President Siad at the White 
House on January 23. Attached is a draft reply. 

In his letter President Siad reviewed U.S./ 
Somali relations, noting that in spite of 
difficulties, there had been an increase in under­
standing. He reiterated that non-alignment was a 
cardinal principle of Somali policy. 

President Siad discussed the immediate issues 
of "French Somaliland" (The French Territory of the 
Afars and the Issas), the Indian Ocean and Angola. 
Concerning "French Somaliland", his policy was to 
encourage independence without conditions and to 
oppose a continued French military base in Djibouti 
as incompatible with true independence. He did, 
however, pledge that Somalia would encourage an 
independent Djibouti to maintain good relations with 
France and to insure the economic interest of other 
states, by which he presumably meant Ethiopia. 

President Siad stated that he supported the 
concept of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and 
opposed the establishment of any military bases 
which would introduce great power rivalry to the 
area. His position on Angola was that the MPLA 
represented the majority of the Angolan people and 
had received a majority of international recognition. 
He called on President Ford to help create an 
atmosphere for peace in that country. 

• 
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Finally he thanked the Government of the United 
States for resuming aid to Somalia, but added that Somalia's 
needs were so great that he hoped our commitment in the 
future would be a larger one. 

In the proposed reply the President assures President 
Siad of our desire to improve relations and suggests that 
representatives of the two Governments meet soon to com­
plete the necessary work to implement this year's aid 
allocation. The reply also comments briefly on President 
Siad's views on Djibouti and Angola. Regarding the former 
it stresses our desire to cooperate with all the parties 
in the region in support of peace and stability as the 
territory moves to independence. 

Concerning Angola it reiterates our policy that 
Africa not be the scene of military competition between 
the great powers. 

Attachment: 

(!_(~& 
J_ Georges. Springsteen~ 
Y...., Executive Secretary 

Suggested Letter 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

Wuhinaton. D.C. 20S<O 

f-1EMORANDUtvl FOR r.1P., SRENT SCm·;CROFT 
. I THE WHITE HOUSE 

' 

Subject: Proposed Reply to Presidential 
Letter from President Siad of 
Somalia 
(NSC 7600457};· 

Soinali Alubasr;ador 7\ddou delivered a letter to 
the President from President Siad at the White 
House on January 23. Attached is a:draft reply. 

In his letter President Siad reviewed U.S./ 
somali relations~ noting that in spite of 
difficulties, there had been an increase in under­
standing. He reiterated that non-alignment was a 
cardinal principle of Somali policy. 

President Siad discussed the itr.;."nediate issues 
of "French Sornaliland" (The French Territor? of the 
Afars and the lssas), the Indian Ocean and Anqola. 
Concerning "French So10aliland", his policy \·:as to 
enco~rage independence without conditions and to 
oppose a continued French military base in Djibouti 
as incompatibl~ with true independence. He did, · 
hovtever, pledge that Somo.lia >vould encourage an 
indeoendent Djibouti to maintain aood relations with 
France and to insure the economic"'interest of other 
states, by which he presumably meant Ethiopia .. 

President Siad stated that he supported the 
concept of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and 
opposed the establishment of any military bases 
which would introduce great power rivalry to the 
area. His position on il.ngola ·v;as that the ~<.PU .. 
represented the majority of the Angolan people and 
had received a majority of international recognition. 
He called on President Ford to help create an 
atmosphere fo~ peace in that country. 
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Finally he thanked the Government of the United 
States for reswning aid to Somalia, but added that Somalia's 
needs \>Jere so groat that he hoped our conu.nitr:'.ent in the 
future \-lould be a larger one.· · 

. In the proposed reply the President assures President 
Siad of our desire to improve relations and suggests that 
representatives of the t'I>To Governments meet soon to com­
plete the necessary vlork to implement this year's aid 
allocation. The reply also con~ants briefly on President 

. Siad' a vie\·lS on Djibouti and A.'rlgola. Regarding the former 
it stresses our desire to cooperate with all t:he parties 

··in the region in support of peace a.-'1d stability as the 
territory move.s to independence. 

Concerning Angola it reiterates our policy that 
Africa not be· the scene of m:i,litary competition het1-:eEm 
the great powers.. · 

At·ta:ch.men t: 

' · .. (!_. (10t.~ ~-~ 
J.,.,.....George S. Springsteen. 0 

:"Y Executive Secretary 

S~ggested Letter 

1. 
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SUGGESTED REPLY ~~v.""~ 
(9 \,.rl\ , ,,t/.1 I . ; 

Dear Mr. President: 
~ I 

9) -·.·;-1'. :: .. -:n ~\ tA ~~q /11 Thank you for your letter of January - ·~~ 

I have read vli th interest. I am pleased to hee.r I 
that in your vie\v the relations bebdecm our tuo i 

i 
countries have improved. This has been my desire, ! 
al1..d the United States GoveL·nmen t will cont.inue +o · b.lra..-- 1

1 ... . \,.. .. i--,~ -r r 
)~~ %t 11" tft~;- 1 

It is in: · this spirit that vie have rene~;;ed -/~·
1

1Y"' t 9 1 

work towarctf this goal. 

~lr~'rj~ I 
~~-- .. I 

an.­
~ aid program for somali a • ~·ie have asked 

Alnbassador Lo~ghran and other officials of our 

G . goverr~..-rnent to meet with the pertinent; Somali offi-

cials to complete the necessa1:y pre liminaJ..'Y -z.:ork 

leading to ?-gre.ement on ho~·l the cu.:c rent 

allocation ~;ill be utilized in Somalia. I li.one .. 
that their efforts will bear fruit shortly. 

The question of Djibouti v:hich you raised is 

an important a.rtd urgent one ·~h 1:12-CJ.Uirt"j care- . 

ful consideration. The Unite d States Govermcv3nt 

His Excellency 
Major General Mohamed Siad B~rre, 

~I 
j 

I 
I 
I 
f 

I 

President of the Supreme Hevolutiona.·cy Council 

. i 

of th~ Somali Democratic Rep~)lic, 
Hog~discio • 

Department of State 
' 
I • 

• 

; . 

'' 
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I 
\'Till be follov1ing closely the developments relai.:ing to 

the forthcoming· independence of that terri tory, ar ... d 

•...:ill keep in touch \-lith Somalia and other governments 

w-hiCi'"l have a direct a...'l.d special interest in th{s aJ:ea. 

· It is our desir.e to cooperate \·lith all the parties in 

ti1e region to support peace and stab{lity, for it 

would be indeed unfortunate if independence wer•.i to 

bri~g disturbance and conflict rather than the · hoped-

for benefits to the people of that territory and its 

ne~ghbors. 

Your cornments on Angola and. the Indian Oc e an prompt . 
me to repeat that vle ·believe it to be in the in t eres t s 

of. all concerned that Africa not be "the scene. of 

I 

r 

I 
r 

I 
I. 

I 
military · competition · bet\veen the great po':·;ers. This £J _. J 

r:t ~ ~~--h.! G.,.;;.J 0.-L~ --/L....A.-~ ~ ~ 
has been. our consi~tent policy. vnfc .. hmzteJ;r, the.. f · 
~·~ ~ ~"-'-"-~ ~ ~AA..#1 ,...,1( 
result-'Stzha:ve not alt:.'lays- be-e ·ucc-e s-sful sine.;. ; · 
¥ ~~ [.., ..,~..-v-;..,...;,. ~ ~ . ...t. r 
~ ~;h-ich:rgquires mut-ual'"'"Testrc.i. a-9e·a~t-an-e • 1 ,. 

[· 
I 

t 
f ~ 

~~ f 
. I 

Neveftheless \·le shall continue to pursue this ""e·i icy 

~ly. 

I · ~.;as pleased that you have reaffirmed So:nalia t s 

policy of non~alignment. I believe that such a policy 

vlill fostei: the better relations v:e both :;;eek and I 

hope that we td 11 shortly 'see further e~Jidence of our 

improve.d relations in t,R.e. multilateral as well as in 

~ 
t..ll.a. bilateral: ~. " . 

1 aw _...,..,.,, l 

• 
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I extend best wishes to you and the Somali 

people and reciprocate your desire that during the 

new year of 1976 significant strides be made tm.;ard 

the achievement of peace and justice th.ro~ghout the 

world. 

Sincerely 1 ' 

Geraid R. Ford 

! . 

• 

I. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFF.RRAL 

7601510 

Date: January 23, 197: 
NS C log If 7600467 _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

GeorgeS. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To; President Ford 

From: Mohamed Siad Barre 

Date: January 9, 1976 

Subject: President of Somalia re US-Somali relations and discusses 
various substantive issues 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

XXXX Draft reply for: 

___ Direct reply 

--- Dis patch 

XXXXX President's Signature 
White House Staff 
Other -------

___ Furnish info copy 

Translation ---

Recom1nendations / C01nments -~-Appropriate Handling ---

Other ---
DUE D.A TE: January 30, 1976 

.COJ\1MENTS: 

• 

Information ---

·I I' [ //i.t{.( ( 7/~ J / (1 t cz_ ._ 

for J<'<lnne W. lbavis 
~)ta(f St~crdary 
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