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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 21, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of October 9 in which you share 
your thoughts on the circumstances 'leading to the current 
situation within the International Labor Organization and 
express your concerns over the possibility of United 
States withdrawal from the ILO. 

I fully share your concern for the work and future of 
the ILO, . in which the United States has actively parti­
cipated since 1934. In our view, there has arisen 
within the ILO a tende~cy to lose. sight of the basic 
aims and. objectives of the Organization. Among other 
t.'rlngs, there has been insufficient respect for those 
fundamental human rights central to the Organization's 
concerns and responsibilities. Efforts at redirecting the 
ILO to its original purposes too frequently have been 
unavailing. Therefore, after careful consideration of all 
elements of the situation within the ILO, including the 
points raised in your letter, we regretfully concluded it 
was necessary to send to the Director General of the 
ILO Notice of Intent to Withdraw. 

The submission of Notice of Intent to Withdraw does not 
mean that the U;nited States has decided irrevocably to 
leave the ILO. It is our hope the problems which led 
to sending this notice can be resolved and United States 
n~embership in the ILO can be maintained. We will try, 
Mr. President, in cooperation with other govermnents 
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and organizations that share our conce·rn, to continue to 
work constructively within the Organization in pursuit of 
its basic objectives and principles. 

With warm personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President. of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 
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CLASS IFI CATION: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Date: 11/24/75 
NSC ·log # 7507124 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To> President of the Republic of Senegal , Leopold Sedar Senghor 

· From: President Ford 

Date: Novemb-er 24, 1975 

Subject: Letter in reply to Senghor Oct 9th letter re ILO ••• 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

___ Draft reply for: 

---

--- Direct reply 

XXX Dispatch 

President's Signature 
White House Staff 
Other -------

--- Furnish i:nfo copy 

Translation ---
Recommendations I Comments Appropriate Handling --- ---
Other XXX Information ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

Original letter.for dispatch with copy for your records ••• · 
refernece your S/S #~s 7522128 ~~/ and 7521351 •• 

~~~· ~' 
foi"'Jeanne W. Davis ~. ~ \ 

Staff Secretary . ""' 
nnclassi fi cd · 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 
November 18, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

Brent Scowcroft /* 

7124 

Correspondence with Leopold Sedar Senghor, 
President of Senegal, Concerning the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) 

President Leopold Sedar Senghor of Senegal wrote you October 9 
asking for continued United States support of the International Labor 
Organization (Tab B). Despite the admission of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization to the Conference as an observer, President 
Senghor explains that the support granted to the PLO by Third World 
countries is not a sign of hostility toward the United States, but a 
reflection of the concern for the suffering of the Palestinians over a 
long period of colonial domination. President Senghor requests that 
the United States, 11 as the champion of freedom, tr refrain from 
withdrawing from the ILO. 

As you know, the United States on November 6 informed the ILO of 
its intent to withdraw (Tab C). Therefore, and in view of our close 
relations with Senegal, I recommend that you reply to President 
Senghor' s letter with an explanation that our submission of a notice 
of intent to withdraw was made, only after careful consideration, 
because of the tendency we have seen of the ILO to lose sight of the 
basic aims and objectives of the Organization. In addition, I suggest 
that you note that our submission of a notice of intent to withdraw 
does not mean that we have decided irrevocably to leave the ILO, 
but that rather we hope to work with others for an ILO that pursues 
constructively its basic objectives and principles. I have attached a 
suggested letter (Tab A) including these points. Paul Theis' office 
has cleared the text of the proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to President Senghor . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

LS NO. 52043 
MM/SKP 
French 

No. 2032/PR/SP Dakar, October 9, 1975 

Mr. President: 

The difficult situation which the ILO has experienced in recent years 

leads me, after the incidents of the past session, to request utmost 

understanding of your Government. 

If the position taken by your representative at that session, following 

the admission of the PLO to the Conference as observer, were to be put into 

practice, the ILO would be placed in financial difficulties which could 

surely seriously jeopardize its future activities. 

I perfectly understand your Government's attitude. I can assure you, 

however, that the support granted to the PLO by the Third World countries 

is in no sense a sign of hostility towards your country. In fact, among the 

very ones who voted in favor of the amendments to the regulations were many 

friends of the United States, including Senegal. It is in good faith that 

those friends supported the PLO because most of them, over decades and even 

centuries, as in the case of my country, suffered under the weight of colonial 

domination. Some are still healing their wounds today. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the United States of America, 
Washington • 
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This recent past with its painful memories naturally directs their 

sympathy towards the PLO which, too, is seeking to regain the freedom of 

its people. Once again, this position based on sentiment in no way affects 

the responsible attitude which these countries maintain with respect to 

the Arab-Israeli conflict. While recognizing the right of the Palestinians 

to have a homeland and the right of Egypt and Syria to recover their occupied 

territories, they remain firmly in favor of the continued existence of Israel, 

as I recently reaffirmed publicly in Algiers. 

I remain personally convinced, and many of my counterparts think as I do, 

that only a fruitful dialogue between Israel and the PLO will be capable of 

preserving a lasting peace. No real peace could be possible unless the conflict 

were settled in a manner that would safeguard the legitimate interests of 

each of the parties. 

Since your country is generally considered as the champion of freedom, in 

that capacity you have a duty towards mankind. Your country's withdrawal from 

the ILO, following these incidents which some term "minor," would be misunder­

stood and could be a source of great disappointment among your friends. The 

ILO would inevitably be deprived of the resources that enable it to fulfill its 

mission. 

The work of the ILO is of prime importance to the developing countries 

and to the entire world of labor. The assistance the ILO gives them is indeed 

essential to the attainment of social justice which their people so greatly 

need. 

• 
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It is in view of all the preceding considerations that I request your 

Government and the Congress to refrain from withdrawing your prestigious 

country from the ILO. It has a leading role to play in the organization which, 

since its creation, has succeeded in weathering all storms. The world political 

situation is at the root of the crisis currently shaking the ILO, but I am 

certain that it will soon regain its serenity. 

In thanking you for your attention to my letter, I ask you to accept, 

Mr. President, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Signature] 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 
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No 2032/PR/SP 

Monsieur le President, 

La situation difficile qu 1a connue 110. I. T. 

au cours de ces dernH~res annees m 1amene, apres les incidents de la 

session passee, a demander a Votre Gouvernement la plus large 

comprehension. 

La position prise par Votre representant a 

cette session, ala suite de !~admission de 110. L. P. ala Conference 

comme observateur, mettrait, si elle devenait realite, 110rganisation 

dans des difficultes financieres qui pourraient, a coup sur, compromet­

tre gravement la poursuite de son action. 

J e comprends parfaitement 1 1attitude de Votre 

Gouvernement, Je puis Vous assurer, cependant, que 11appui apporte 

a PO. L. P. par les pays du Tiers Monde n 1est point une marque d 1hosti­

lite a Pegard de Votre pays. Il se trouve, d 1ailleurs, que, parmi 

.. / ... 
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ceux-Ut memes qui ont vote en faveur des amendements au Reglement, 

les Etats-Unis comptent de nombreux amis, dont le Senegal. C 1est de 

bonne foi que ce s derniers ont soutenu PO. L. P. , car la plupart ont 

subi, pendant des decennies, voire des siecles, comme c 1est le cas de 

mon pays, le poids de la domination coloniale. Certains pansent encore 

aujourd1hui leurs blessures. 

Ce passe tout recent, aux souvenirs douloureux, 

oriente naturellement leur sympathie vers 1'0. L. P., qui, elle aussi, 

cherche a recouvrer la liberte de son peuple. Cette position sentimen­

tale n'affecte, encore une fois, en rien !'attitude responsable qu'ils 

gardent vis-a-vis du conflit israelo-arabe. En reconnaissant aux Pales­

tiniens le droit d'avoir une patrie, a l'Egypte eta la Syrie le droit de 

recuperer leurs territoires occupes, ils demeurent fermes pour mainte­

nir !'existence d'Israel, comme je viens de le reaffirmer publiquement 

a Alger. 

J e re ste pe rsonnellement convaincu, et nombreux 

sont ceux de mes pairs qui pensent comme moi, que seul un dialogue 

fructueux entre Israel et 1'0. L. P. sera en mesure de preserver une 

paix durable. Il ne pourrait y avoir de paix reelle si le conflit n 1etait pas 

regle dans le sens de la sauvegarde des interets legitimes de chacune 

des parties. 

Votre pays etant generalement considere comme le 

champion de la liberte, Vous avez, a ce titre, un devoir envers l'huma­

nite. Son retrait de 1'0. I. T. , a la suite de ce s incidents, que d 1aucuns 

qualifient de "mineurs", serait mal compris et pourrait creer une 

grande deception parmi Vos amis. L'Organisation serait immanquable­

ment privee des ressources qui lui permettent de remplir sa mission . 

. . . I . .. 
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L'action de 1'0. I. T. revet, pour les pays en developpe­

ment et l'ensemble du monde du travail, une importance capitale. L'assis­

tance qu1elle leur apporte est, en effet, indispensable ala realisation de la 

justice sociale dont leurs populations ont un si grand besoin, 

C'est compte tenu de tout ce qui precede que je demande 

a Votre Gouvernement et au Congres de renoncer au retrait de Votre presti• 

gieux pays de 1'0. I. T. Il a un role de premiere importance a jouer au sein 

de cette Organisation, qui, depuis sa creation, a su survivre a toute s le s 

tempetes. La conjoncture politique mondiale est a la base de la crise qui 

la secoue actuellement, mais je suis sur qu1elle retrouvera bientot sa 

serenite. 

En Vous remerciant de l'accueil que Vous aurez reserve 

a rna lettre, je Vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, les assurances 

de rna tres haute consideration. 

Leopold Sedar SENGHOR 

Monsieur Gerald FORD 

President des Etats-Unis 

d 1Amerique 

WASHINGTON 

• 
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STtTESc THE CO~S1ITU7IUN OF THt ILU P~OVIDES FJR PRO• 
C E 0 u t.~ E S T C :-J \ D L E R t.;.: i< f S E ;~ i' t.. T I G 1\ S A o\~ ;) C 0 i i P L A ! r·~ T S ·;· H !I T 
A ME H C\ F R S i ,t>.,; r IS ;~ fJ T 0 USER V! ~>; G A C (; "- V f. r~ ·rr 0 ;-,j ~~HI C H l T 
HAS RAT!~lfO~ FURT~ER~ IT was THE IL0 ~H!C" FIHST tSTA­
BLIS~~n FAC~MFIN~l~G A~J C~NCILl~TION MACHI~ERV TO ~~Sa 

POND T~ ALLE~ATIONS OF VI0LAT!ONS CF lQA0t ~~IO~ ktGHTS~ 
!N R~C~NT YEARSq HC~EvER~ SESSI0NS OF THE ILO CONFE~ENCE 

I~CREPS!~GLY hAVE ADCPTED RESCLUTIO~S CONDEMNING PART!• 
CULAP MEMoER STATES ~H!CH HAPPEN TO SE THE POLifiCAL TAR~ 
GET OF THE MC~E~T, l~ UTT~R DISR~GARD OF THE EST-BLISHED 
PROCEUURES AND MACHINERY9 lHIS rRENO IS ACCELE~Ali~Gt 
ANn Ir IS GRAVELY OAMAGI~G rHE llO AND ITS CA~ACITY TO 
P U ~ S lJ E IT' S u ~ J F. C i l V ti S I ~ I HE. ~ · .. 1 1-·; .a. f·• R 1 G H T S r 1 E L 0 ~ 

4~ AE~IN UNnE~~INE THE !NC~EASlNG POLITICllATION OF THE 
ORGANIZATinN EN0 UN~EkLl~E 

IM RECFNT Y~A;S ThE ILO HAS 2ECW~E INCREASINGLY ANO EX• 
CESS!VELY INVOLVED I~ POLITICAL ISSUFS ~HICH AR~ ~JlTE 
8 t. Y U ~~ D THE C '): 1 ? C: T t:. N C E ll fi 0 :1 Ai~ D A 1 E 0 F l ri E: 0 R G AN I Z A T I 0 N lit 
THE ILO ~DES ~AV~ A LtGITIKAT~ AN0 N~CFSS~RY INiERf&T IN 
CE?TAI~ IS~U~5 ~ITh POLITICAL R~riFlCAT!ONSu IT hA6 
M~JQ~ ~ES?G~SI3ILITY~ FJ~ EXA~P~f, FO~ INTERNATIONAL 
ACTIO~ TO PRO~OTE ~~J rkOTECT FUNOAM€~TAL HUMAN RIGhTS, 
PARTICULA~LY IN R~SP~CT GF F~EEOOM 0~ ASSOClA!ICN, 

l'RAD!=' iH~!O~·; ~IGt-iTS A~0 THE AEOLITION OF F'ORCEI) LAbO~~ 

BUT l~TEq~ATIONAL PULITISS IS NuT THE MAIN ~USINE5S Cf 
TH~ ILG~ ~GESTIONS INVOLVING ~tLATlONS BET~EEN STArFs 
AN i1 F t< '1 C L A ,'.~ •\ T I 8 ·'II :S G F ~~ C 'j N 0 ~H C ? i-: ! r'i r I P L F S S H 0 U L. 0 P. E L E 1- ~ 

TO THf uNITtD ~ATIOMS A~C OTHE~ T~TERNATIU~AL A~E~~IES 

WHER~ THEIR CONSI)EkATIO~ IS MCR~ RELEVANT TO THOSE O~w 
G:.N!ZA~!O~i~' RESPc:.sidit..ITIES., IR~t:U:.VANT POL..I.iiCAL. 
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Hi .S~l.v.. T•tF JLC ·,..;t1J:CH rni~ hATHJ~ !--!AS SO STJ.<Ot~:Gl..Y Si,;? .... 

P~~TFJ A?PFA~S TC 6~ 1U~Nl~G AWAY FkOM ITS bASI~ AT~S 
A\D OdJECT~V~S A~D l~CRtASI~GLY TO eE USED FOK ~U~P03ES 
W~ICH S~RVE T~E INT~~~STS OF NE!Thfk THE ~O~K~RS ~OR 
~~TC~ Thf G~~~~IZPTIG~ WAS tSTA~LISriED NOR ~ATtG~S ~H!C~ 
ARE CC~MI7TtG Tu FR~E T~ADE U~IC~S AND AN OPE~ POL!Tla 
CAL Pt<G;.;t:ss_ 

!~~ !~TER~A7IQ~AL LA30R CFF!CE A~G fHE M~M~t~ ~TAlES JF 
TnE G~SANI2c!l0~ hAVE ~OR YtARS rEFN AWA~~ !HAT THESE 
TRENDS ~AVE .QEJ~CEC SUPPC~T IN l~lt U~ITEO STAlES FO~ 
T~F IL0~ I7 IS ?USSioLE~ ~O~tVER, T~AT T~E BAStS A~D 
OEP!H np ~nNCE~N IN T~E ~~ITEO ST~TES HAVE NO! dE~N 

h Li :: ': U A T C:. l "( U r: C: c ~ S 7 0 G D G k ,.. ;- P R E ~ l A T E D • 

I 1-->J P::. :· l·ii• 'T 7 h l S L:: 'rT E ~ ·~; l L 1.. C C i': T ~ I 6 II 1 F T 0 A F U L L !: ~ A P,. 
PRECl~~~0~ SF T~E CURRENT ATTrront UF T~~ G~ITED ST~TES 
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8E URL:GE~ TG CQ~S!0ER ~H~THER GR ~OT IT ~I5~ES TD CARRY 
QIJ'l" !~!r: P··Tth1!U~ STATF.j P·J T~-:I::J t..F.TTt:R Ar;O TO ;.;!T~-<t..iRfdoJ 
FRG~ TH~ ILU~ OJRI~~ T~E ~EXT 1~~ YEA~S THE ~5 FG~ ITS 
P\RT ~r~L ~J~k CO~S7P~~11~ELY W!ThT~ THE ILU TO ~tlP T~t 
C~GA~iZAT!G~ R~TL~N TO ITS 6ASIC P~l~C!PltS AhO TO A 
FULLEk tCniEVEM~~T UF ITS F0NOAMFNTAL OBJECliVES~ 

TO THIS E~n, THa PRESIJENT IS ESTABLISHING A CABINET 
l.EVfl CUM0!YT~~ TQ CO~SI~ER ri0~ TnJS GOAL MAY BE lCh!EVEn, 
T~F COM~!TTEf ~ILl Jf COURSE C0~~0LT ~~T~ ~URKE~ ANU 
E~PLOYE~ ~F~~fS~~lA~IVES~ AS ~AS 6ftN OUR PHACTICt FOR 
SG~E FGUP ltCAD~S NG~ I~ T~~ F8RMuLATION OF OUR ILO 
PULICf~ T~E CC~~ITTEE ~Ill ALSC ~~TER !~TO THE rL0S~ST 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 7124 

-G9:N:FIDENTIAL (GDS) 

~ :!;/ CJ / u"' 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

ACTION 
November 10, 1975 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Hal Horan j;t7, 

Correspondence with Leopold Sedar Senghor, 
President of Senegal, Concerning the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) 

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab I recommending 
he acknowledge President Senghor' s letter concerning United States 
participation in the ILO • 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 5, 1975 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

7521351 
NSC-7124 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Withdrawal of the United States from 
the International Labor Organization (ILO) 

In response to your request of November 4, 
1975 (NSC log number 750:Zl24), we are submitting 
the attached letter, with translation, to the 
President from Leopold Sedar Senghor, President of 
the Republic of Senegal. President Senghor requests 
that the President and Congress refrain from 
withdrawing the United States from the ILO. 

The question of continuing United States 
participation in the ILO has been under discussion 
at the Departments of State and Labor and at the 
Cabinet level. In cases of withdrawal, the ILO 
Constitution calls for a Letter of Intent to 
Withdraw to be sent to the Director General of the 
Organization. Actual withdrawal may take effect 
two years after the date the letter is received by 
the Director General. No public statement has yet 
been made as to a U.S. decision in this regard. 
However, initial steps to implement this procedure 
are under way. The text of a Letter of Intent to 
Withdraw is currently being drafted by the Depart­
ments of State and Labor. We and Labor now expect 
the Letter of Intent will be conveyed to the ILO 
on Thursday, November 6. 
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- 2 -

A suggested draft reply from the President 
to President Senghor, to be forwarded concurrent 
with or shortly following the submission to the 
ILO Director General of the Notice of Intent to 
Withdraw, is also attached. 

1 
/ 

~G~ e~. ~~~steen ~~~t1ve Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Suggested reply. 
2. Letter with translation. 
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SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY: 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of October 9 in 

which you share your thoughts on the circumstances 

leading to the current situation within the 

International Labor Organization and express your 

concerns over the possibility of United States 

withdrawal from the ILO. 

··~-· "' 
I fully ~PFli'&ilisaee ana unaezstati~ your 

concern for the work and future of the IL~ 

· we!!k etf!! • dte Illt; •• uAis•ib: the United States has 

actively participated since 1934• i• ef 'Yliiii;i,S-

arisen within the ILO a tendency to lose sight of 

the basic aims and objectives ~he 0rganization. 

~~ = 
~ among other thin~nsuft1c1ent respect for --
those fundamental human rights w-••~••••l~~· central 

to the ~rganization's concerns and responsibilities. -
Efforts at redirecting the ILO to its original 

His Excellency 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 

Dakar. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY: 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of October 9 in 

which you share your thoughts on the circumstances 

leading to the current situation within the 

International Labor Organization and express your 

concerns over the possibility , of United States 

withdrawal from the ILO. 

~:~~ 
I fully !!¥r•~uii il l!e etnd: 

, 
und:E± s em@ your 

concern for the work and future of the IL~ 

-~eH!k o! the IiiJQ'f·ll'~ ,,.iRi.C. the United States has 

actively participated since 1934., ifil Qif I!J:a:A!i~t 

i~~8~~et to as ~le~ In our view, there has 

arisen within the ILO a tendency to lose sight of 

the basic aims and objectives of the Grganization~ 

~~~-= ~ among other thin nt respect for 

those fundamental human rights t11illiz1l sa112 central 

to the ~rganization's concerns and responsibilities. -
Efforts at redirecting the ILO to its original 

His Excellency 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 

Dakar. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

• 



- 2 -

purposes have too frequently een unavailing. 
-:-ftr-s1J.,,afi~A " /-­

Therefore, after careful s•ysy andlilg iwrfi"i<W'R all 

elements of the situation within the IL~~ 

uensL!:eil!'~ including the points raised in your 
...J.j:- I&) A!. ~ ~ t'S $"A f' 'f frl 

letter, we regretfully concluded'thab i!s....Send~ 

to the Director General of the ILO Notice of 

Intent to Withdraw.ua:e necessaz1• 

The submission of Notice of Intent to 

Withdraw does not mean that the United States 

has~revocablyjdec1ded\to leave the ILO. It 

is our hope ~ the problems which ~ led 

.~T, to ~ sending ~ thl\ \otice 

can be resolved and ~ha:~ ~s~ United States 

membership in the ILO can be maintained. We 

will try, Mr. President, in cooperation with other 
+k~J 

governments and organizations wAicb share our 

concern, to continue to work constructively 

within the Organization in pursuit of its basic 

objectives and principles. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 



CLASSIFICATION: -----.!lRGENT 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

7521351 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Date: Oct 29, 1975 
NSC ·log # 75071.24 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: President 

From: Pres Senghor of Senegal 

Date: 
9 Oct 1975 

Subject: Urging withdrawal of the US fm the International Labor 
Organization (110) 

ACTION REQUF.STED: 

_X::...._ Draft reply for: X 

___ Direct reply 

___ Dispatch 

President's Signature 
White House Staff 
Other -------

--- Furnish info copy 

Translation ---
Recommendations I Comments ___ Appropriate Handling ---
Other ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

Inforn1ation ---
COB October 30, 1975 

Please furnish the NSC with a redraft of your 
7522128 

for.·-:reanne Wi. is 
Staff Secre ary 

CLASSIFICATION: 
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CLASSIFICATION: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

I. 

Date: Oct 29, 1975 
· NSC ·log # 7507].24 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: President 

From: Pres Senghor of Senegal 

Date: 
9 Oct 1975 

Iff' 
I 

) 

l 
I 

L 

/ "' 
1.. 

lJ J 
v 

1/ 
\ 

} r 
,/ 

/ ( 

J 
r-- lY u 

Subject: Urging withdrawal of the US fm the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

_X:..:__ Draft reply for: X President's Signature 
White House Staff 
Other -------

"' 

___ Direct reply --- Furnish info copy 

___ Dis patch 
-~-

Translation 

/ 

Recommendations I Comments --- ___ Appropriate Handling 

Other ---
DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

Inforn1ation ---

COB October 30, 1975 

Please furnish the NSC with a redraft of your 
7522128 

' 
for '"Je e / Davis 

Staff Secretary 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 7522128 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 23, 1975 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Withdrawal of the United States 
from the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) 

Attached is a letter, with translation, 
to the President from Leopold Sedar Senghor, 
President of the Republic of Senegal. President 
Senghor requests that the President and Congress 
refrain from withdrawing the United States from 
the ILO. 

The question of continuing United States 
participation in the ILO has been under discussion 
at the Departments of State and Labor and at the 
Cabinet level. In cases of withdrawal, the ILO 
Constitution calls for a Letter of Intent to 
Withdraw to be sent to the Director General of 
the Organization. Actual withdrawal may take 
effect two years after the date the letter is 
received by the Director General. No public 
statement has yet been made as to a U.S. decision 
in this regard. However, initial steps to 
implement this procedure are under way. The 
text of a Letter of Intent to Withdraw is 
currently being drafted by the Departments of 
State and Labor. We and Labor now expect the 
Letter of Intent will be conveyed to the ILO 
around the second week of November. 

CONFIQBN'f'IAL­
GDS 

To be declassified upon sending of Letter of Intent. 
I 
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A suggested draft reply from the President 
to President Senghor is also attached. 

Geo(ft(i(M rf 
Execj{f~e Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Suggested reply 
2. Letter with translation. 

CONPIDEN':PIAL 
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SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of October 9 

in which you share your thoughts on the 

circumstances leading to the current situation 

within the International Labor Organization 

and express your concerns over the possibility 

of United States withdrawal from the ILO. 

I fully appreciate and understand your 

concern for the work and future of the ILO. 

The work of the ILO, in which the United 

States has actively participated for over 

forty years, is of great interest to us also. 

In our view, there appears to have been 

within the ILO a tendency to lose sight of 

the basic aims and objectives of the 

Organization.and, among other things, 

insufficient respect for those fundamental 

His Excellency 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 

Dakar. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

• 
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human rights which are central to the 

Organization's concerns and responsibilities. 

It is possible that the depth of our 

concern and the reasons for it have not always 

been adequately appreciated. It is hoped 

that, in the long run, the attention now being 

focused on the problems within the ILO will 

lead to a better appreciation of the position 

of the United States and to the rectification 

of the trends and directions. in the ILO which 

have created serious problems for us. Under 

such circumstances, it would be our hope, 

Mr. President, in cooperation with your 

government and other governments.and organ­

izations which share our. concern, to continue 

to work constructively within the ILO in pursuit 

of the Organization's basic objectives and 

principles. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 
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ACTION NOOS.e0 

. IN~O Ot~~-0~ ~.~0.~~ 1~01 W 
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o 917ta45 JAI~ 76 
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TO SECST~TE WASHDt NIACT IHMEOIATE 3420 

-&-E G R E T -CA~A!~ 0132 

NOI)IS . 
C 0 R R;E C T E D C 0 P Y - Page 2, line 3 

I 
E,O. Gt'>S 
TAGG: PFu~, AG, s~ 

I 
SUBJ~CTr PRESlOENTIAL HESSAG! ON ANGOLA 

i 
~EFI S~~TE 00i314t STATE ~~1376: DAKAR ~e5~ 

-

i. EMBASSY R~C~Iveo FOR fOR~,ROING LtTa AfT~RNCO~ J~~~ARY 7 
f~~L~~~~G ~ES~~Gt ~~TED SAMf :AY FROM PRE8luE~T ~~NG~O~ TO 
f-:<Z.:! :>C:H ftl:O::iH 

' a~~N~l~~R LE PR~S!nE~T, L~XSS~!"MOI VOU5 REM!R~IE~, 
Ur~60riO; DE YUTHE ~~33AGE, ~UE Mt AGGriEY, VOTkE AMBA~5~D~U~ 
A DA~AR ~~~ P.~~Is. 

"CE ~!SS~GE E~T UN ~~AND ~ECOhFCRT POUR MGl AU MOMENT DU 
J! M'lgP~~TE A G"l1TEN ~A~~~ ~GU~ PARTICIFZA, OlU~t 
F~Cij~ ACTIVC, A LA CO~F~~~~C~ EXT~AORU!~~I~e AU SO~"ET 
OE L'QU~, OUI $E TlENOR~ DU ~~ AU 12 JA~VlE~ A A~Dl8~~"A5A, 

rEN e~F~T, JE CO~SIDERE LA SITUATION hF~t~AZ~f ACTUELLE 
~O~ME EXT~EHEMENT GR~VE, Jf NE VOUS CAtHa PAS QU£ ~~ LES 
~Y1TS•UNI5 U1 AMEPICUE ~T LfOCCIDENT ~t CRO!BAlNET lHS B~AS, 
CElT! ,a~TENTlON tcuR AL!ENtRAIT A J~M\JS LA CO~FltN(E 
DES ETATS AfRICAiwS QUI VEULEhT Sf !•EVe~OPP~P LiwRFHENT 
EN ~SE!MILahT, P~R EUX·~EMES ET POUH fUX·~EMES~ LES tP~ORTS . 
~~~~~rl!&5AijJS ~E L'EYROP~ ET ·DE L'AME~lQU~ •.. · 

''NOUS 50~11ES, fN t.F FEr: r-'Ol!J N~ ~OUS EN C ACt!Or.9 ~A3, UN .. I '--;· 
i .-./ . -fDECLA.SSIFtED &E :·. r, ET • I 

I 

I J . • \ ~- ~' 

fi.o. 12958 .• Sec. 3.5 · · . ·· . 
. Siate Dept. omdeliDal s~ lk...;,~ q/11/oJ 

., ~ 'lW.A; Dale 3(1/ o!J . ' 
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Departmetzt. of State 
TELEGRAril 

PASE ~2 lKAk 0013~ ~720~4Z 

CERTAIN NbMU~E D'ETATS AFRIC~lNS QUI CHERCHONS A FAIAE U~~ 
SYMdlOSE ~U SUCIAL!SME ~T D~ L4 OEMO~~ATIE ~~ ELAbORa~T UNE 
TROJ.-SX~i-IF:: VO!E ENTR~ LES OE~tOCRATlC:S 1PARLRMENTAIRES' t.T 
LES OEMOC~ATitS 'POPU~AlRESr, C'EST POURQU~! ~OUS ~OUS 
- 0 q E 5 S 0 ~~ S D f At'l 0 R 0 A V 0 US 0 L. C I 0 F. NT AU X ~ ~AI 8 A lJ 5 S S I AU X 
S 0 V 1 ,:: TI Q ll:f. S , F 0 U R QUE V 0 US P: G A G I ~ Z , EN T R t V C U 5 , UN 0 I;\ I. 0 G U E 
QUI 66,.UllFlAIT AU RETR~IT Ot:S FORCES MII..ITAlRES SUD• 
AFR1CAINE~ COMME UE C~LLES VENUES ~fEUROPE ~T O!AMERIQUE, 

11 NOUS POURR IONS AL.Of~S, EVENANT A LA. M~Ti'10DE AFRCA I.NE . 
DU DIAtOGUE, FAIRE PRESSION SUR LFS THOIS MOUVEME~TS DE 
LI~ERATXdN, AFIN QU'ILS FORMENT, ENSEMBLE, UN GOU~YERNEMENT 
P R 0 VIS 0 Hl E • C E LUI .. C I P R C: PARER A IT 1 0 AN S 11. C: ~ D t: LA I 8 0 ' UN 
Ou DEUX (NS, DES ELECTIONS LISR~S, QUI 5EUL~S PtRMETT~AINET 
AU P~llPI..F.: lNGOLAIS OE oer:tOER DE 110N AVeNIR, HORS PE 
TOUTE INdERENCE ETRANG~R~, 

rJE N~ M.lNQUERAI PAS OE Rt::s·rER EN Rfi'ATtON ~.Vt.C VOUS, 
COHME VOUS ME LtAVEZ PEkMIS, 

"EN ATTE~OANT, JE VOUS PQIE Qt~GREEA, AVEC M~S REMEH~ 
CIE~2NT~j~ENOUVELES POUR VOTRE M~5SA~t, L'ASSURANCE DE 
~A 1RE! ~AUTE CONSlOERATIONa ~~OPOLO SEOA~ S~NGHOR," . 

I 
2, S!QNEO ORIGINAL BEING POUC~EO AF•ASST. SECRETARY 
SCHAUFE~£ JAN, 9 FOR DE~IVERY, 
OAVIS 

I 
i -
~ 
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N° 261/PR/SP. 

Monsieur le President, 

Par Votre message que m 1a remis Votre ambassadeur 
au Senegal, M. Rudolph Aggrey, Vous m 1aviez propose de rester en rela­
tion avec Vous. Ce que je fais en remettant cette lettre au citoyen N 1Guza, 
secretaire permanent du Bureau politique du Mouvement populaire de la 
Revolution du Zai'.re. 

Je ne Vous cacherai pas, Monsieur le President, que 
la situation est tres grave en Angola pour le FNLA et l'UNITA, c'est-a-dire 
pour les defenseurs de la liberte. Si Vous les laissiez succomber, je ne 
Vous le cacherais pas, les Etats-Unis d 1Amerique ne seraient plus credibles 
en Afrique, encore qu1ils eussent fonde, voici exactement deux cents ans, 
la liberte en Amerique. 

J'ai cru bon de demander a M. Andre Coulbary, 
l'Ambassadeur du Senegal a Washington, de porter un message verbal, de 
rna part, a M. Hubert Humphrey et aM. Edouard Kennedy. Il s'agit de leur 
transmettre l'appel des combattants de la liberte, qui se battent en Angola. 

En Vous remerciant de l'accueil queWous aurez re­
serve a rna lettre, je Vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a Passu­
ranee de rna tres haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur Gerald FORD 
President des Etats-Unis d 1Amerique 
WASHINGTON 

I)BCLASSIPIII) 

Leopold Sedar SENGHOR,? 
/ ~. 

r'' '•,:"'\.' 

·~; 

. ' 
B.O. 12953, Sec. · 3.5 n . / / 
.... Dept. OuidelieM l &tdL ~" 'e-v::r q /7 0 3 

LL vHH n. 1 ~{4/Qft. ~ ~~ ,~; I 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 
S/S 7607678 

April 13, 1976 

Ll.MI.TED OFFl.Cl.AL USE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHl.TE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from President Ford to Senegalese 
President Senghor (NSC Reference #1297, 
March 9, 1976) 

l.n the attached letter to President Ford, Sene~ 
galese President Senghor requests United States 
participation in the December 1976 Second Dakar 
International Fair. 

Our Ambassador in Dakar has orally acknowledged 
to President Senghor receipt of his letter. 

The United States does plan to participate 
in the Second Dakar Fair. Senghor will be informed 
of this decision and handed the President's letter 
by Secretary Kissinger during the Secretary's May 
visit to Senegal. 

A response is required, and a draft is attached. 
The signed original should be transmitted to the 
Department of State for delivery. 

JL/£;g~sf: ( 
'V- Execut1ve Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Draft letter from President Ford to Senghor 

12'i7 

2. Letter to President Ford from President Senghor 
3. Translation of the Senghor letter 
4. State cable No. 062041 
5. Dakar cable No. 1960 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter inviting the 

United States to participate in the Second Dakar 

International Fair. I was pleased by your 

comments on our participation in the first Fair 

and take pleasure in informing you that my 

government does plan to take part in the second 

Fair. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic 

of Senegal. 

Department of State 

• 



4/13/76 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Doug Smith 

Hal Horan#x 5022 

PresidentiaL Letter to 
President of Senegal 

For your clearance. 

• 
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SUGGES1'ED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President& 

Thank you for your letter inviting the 

United States to participate in the Second Dakar 

International Fair. I was pleased by your 

comments on our participation in the first Fair 

and take pleasure in informing you that my 

government does plan to take part in the second 

Fair. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 

Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of . the Republic 

of Senegal. 

Department of State 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

LS NO. 54624 
MM/BP 
French 

No. 187/PR/DC.l Dakar, February 10, 1975 

Mr. President: 

The Senegalese people, my Government, and I have all had occasion 

to appreciate the significance and quality of your country's partici-

pation in the success of the first Dakar International Fair. 

In addition to being an outstanding example of our mutual wish to 

work together for a harmonious development of our respective economies, 

thanks to the establishment of a dynamic flow of commercial exchanges 

between our two countries, your country's participation in this major 

event at Dakar offered us a new opportunity to measure the brotherly 

and friendly cooperation which has bound us for many years. 

For this reason, I take pleasure in informing you that the Inter-

national Trade Center of Dakar intends to organize, for December 3-12, 

1976, the second event of this type on the theme: "Raw Materials, Third 

World Products, and Capital Equipment." 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the 
United States of America, 

Washington. 

• 



2 

Through trade we hope to find ways and means of defining the best 

possible approaches for a sound development of the complementarity of 

our economies in the use of our various national resources. 

Therefore, it will be a true pleasure for Senegal to welcome 

participation by your country and its leading firms in the Second 

Dakar International Fair. 

The General Manager of the Dakar International Fair Company will 

soon transmit to the competent agencies of your Government and to the 

professional associations concerned documents and information giving 

them full particulars on their participation in this major event. 

In thanking you for your attention to my letter, I ask that you 

accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Signature] 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 

• 
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No 187 /PR/DC. 1 

Monsieur le President, 

Le peuple senegalais, mon Gouvernement 

et moi-m&ne avions, en son temps, apprecie !'importance et 

la qualite de la participation de votre pays a la reussite 

de la premiere Foire internationale de Dakar. 

C'est que , outre qu'elle constituauait 

une manifestation exemplaire de notre souci commun d'oeuvrer 

danstla concertation pour un developpement harmonieux de nos 

economies respectives, gr&ce a l'etablissement d'un courant 

dynamique d'echanges commerciaux entre nos deux pays, la 

participation de votre Etat a cette importante rencontre de 

Dakar avait ete, pour nous, une nouvelle occasion de mesurer 

la fraternelle et amicale cooperation qui nous lie depuis de 

nombreuses annees. 

. I . 

• 
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C'est la raison pour laquelle j'ai le 

plaisir de porter a votre connaissance que le Centre interna­

tional d'Echanges de Dakar se propose d'organiser , du 3 au 

12 decembre 1976, la deuxieme manifestation du genre,sur le 

theme : "Matieres premieres - Produits du Tiers-Monde et Biens 

d'Equipement". 

Il s'agit, a travers les echanges, de 

trouver les voies et moyens susceptibles de nous aider a dega­

ger les meilleures approches possibles pour une mise en oeuvre 

rationnelle de la complementarite de nos economies, dans l'uti­

lisation de nos differentes ressources nationales. 

Ainsi, ce sera avec un reel plaisir que 

le Senegal accueillera une nouvelle participationc~de votre 

pays et de ses principales firmes a la IIe Foire internationale 

de Dakar. 

Le Directeur general de la Societe de la 

Foire internationale de Dakar fera parvenir, prochainement, aux 

organismes competents de votre Gouvernement et aux. groupements 

professionnels concernes, les documents et renseignements qui 

leur permettront d'avoir toutes precisions utiles sur leur 

participation a cette importante manifestation. 

En vous adressant mes remerciements pour 

l'accueil que vous reserverez a rna lettre, je vous prie d'agre~ 

er, Monsieur le President, les assurances de rna tres haute 

consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur Gerald FORD 
President des Etats Unis d'Amerique SENG110R, 

WASH!N&T<l>N-

• 
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DRAFTED BY AF/W:DPREHFU&S:BF 
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AF/EPSaJWHITE (DRAFT) 
USDOC•BIC/OIM/AFIPMICHELLINICORAFT) 

NSC•05 

!8/0CA/CMITWALLACE (DRAFT) / 
NSC • MR., HORAN 
AF• JJBLAKE 
SIS • MRa BORG 

R 1318U5Z MAR 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHOC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 

E,O, 116521 N/A 

TAGSI BEXP 1 SG, US 

••••••••••••••••••••• 

SUBJECT: SECOND INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF DAKAR 

REFI USDOC 03469 

8e48 

s 115 CIAE•00 

SIA•06 PRS•01 

0024155 

1. IN RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT SENGHOR'S LETTER CONCERNING 
USG PARTICIPATION IN SECOND DAKAR INTERNATIONAL FAIR, 
AMBASSADOR AGGREY IS AUTHORIZED, ON BEHALF OF PRESIDENT 
FORO, TO ACKNOWLEDGE ORALLY TO PRESIDENT SENGHOR RECEIPT 
OF HIS L.ETTER, 

2, AMBASSADOR AGGREY SHOULD INDICATE THAT A SUBSTANTIVE 
REPLY TO SENGHOR 1S INVITATION WILL BE FORTHCOMING, 
KISS INGER . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 22, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

With Secretary Kissinger about to depart for his trip 
to Africa, I would like to thank you for your thoughtful 
letter on Angola delivered by Ambassador Coulbary 
and tell you how much I valued your counsel during 
that difficult period. I had an excellent discussion with 
your Ambassador and with Zairian Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs Nguza on several issues of mutual 
interest and am pleased that you and Secretary Kissinger 
will continue this dialogue in person during his visit. 

I appreciated your invitation for United States partici­
pation in the Second Dakar International Fair and your 
positive comments on our participation in the first 
Fair. I take pleasure in informing you that the United 
States does plan to take part in the second Fair • 

I regret the turn of events in Angola. The United States 
has no objection in principle to the MPLA. I am 
concerned, nevertheless, about the heavy reliance of 
the MPLA on foreign communist military forces and 
its apparent unwillingness to broaden its narrow political 
base. My Government will continue to oppose Cuban 
and Soviet interference while standing for majority rule 
in Africa. The course of events is still uncertain in 
Central and Southern Africa, and I hope that I will 
continue to have the benefit of your thoughts in the 
coming months • 

• 
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I am most gratified that Secretary Kissinger will have the 
opportunity to examine with you personally the issues of 
mutual concern to our countries. He comes to Senegal 
with my personal encouragement to look carefully at what 
needs to be done to assist you in your efforts to promote 
peace, security, and development in Africa. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Sene gal 
Dakar 

• 
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PAGE 0 1 PARIS 13996 121b25Z 

_A. (>.._J: ,_, I 

AC!! ON t~Dt/S<P0~ 

0 l.2~628Z HA Y 76 

' 

FM ANEM6A5S Y PARIS 
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E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.S 

083861 
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E,.O .. 11 652 : GDS 
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SUBJECT' LETT ER TO PRESIDENT FORO FROM PR ESIDENT SE NGH OR 
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PAGE 02 PARIS 1~996 12162oZ 

LDVALE AVEC LES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE, 
JE PROFITE DE L'OCCASIOiJ POUR VOUS DIRE LllMPORTANCE 
QUE ~: 0 US p, i Til C H Gr•J S A 1.. A. P R r: S r: NH:, S E S S 1 0 N 0 E I~ A C N U C ED 
C01\~\C ;\ L-~ cn~;FC:RENCE f.'E. PAR!S" L.E OOCTEUR ~lS~iiNGER 
NtA PAS ETE NEGATIF A NAIROtii, MAlS IL NE NCUS A PAS 
APPCRTE TOU1 CE QUE NQU6 ATYEhDIONS DES ~TATS•UN!S 
(II A~·'I::"R'I'•HIE" El\l EFfET, CO~iME VOUS lt: SAVEl, 1..£ '1~.!iHif.N 
CT LA CONSOLIDATION DE LA PAIX DA~S LE MO~DE NE SERUNT 
OBTENUS QUE SI LE DIALOGU~ ENTRt Lf5 ETATS DEVElOPPES 
E T L. E S t: T AT S EN DE V E t. 0 P P E tl E ~; i A B 0 U T 1 T A D t S P E S U L T A T S 
POSITIFS. NOUS NE D~MANOONS PAS LE MIRACLE, Il V A 
SEULEMENT QUE SI LA STABILISATION DES PRIX DES MATIERES 
PREMIERES EXPORTEES PAR LES PAYS EN DEVELOPPEMENT ~'EST 
PAS ASSUREE ~- ET CIEST LA UN MINIMUM -~, LES PAVS OU 
TIERS HONDE, C'EST•A•DIHE LES 70 PERCENT DE LIHU~ANITE, 
SERONT VOUES AU UESESPOIR. 
EN VOUS REMtRCIANT DE LlACCUEIL QU~ VOUS AUREZ RESfRVE 
A MA ~ETTHE, JE VOUS PRIE DE CROIRE, MONSIEUR Lt PRtSl• 
nENTr A L'ASSURANCE DE MA TRFS HAUTE CO~SIDERATIO~~ 

LEOPOLD SEOAR SE0GHCR 

s r: e fH:T-
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May 28, 1976 

Dear Mr. Prealdent: 

Thank yov for your lnYltatton for tlle United State• Go..-el"ft· 
ment to atte!lci the Second ConlereAce for Development ol 
the .... eAegal River. to be held at Dakar J\Ule 14-15. I am 
pleaeed to reepond that my Oo..-ernment will be repreeented 
at the meetlrla. 

The United ~tate• recoJal••• the need for an international 
effort to attack the Sahel r • developmetlt problem., and -... 
have been eacourated by the outcome o1 the firet meeting 
of the Club dee Amb du Sahel. You deaerve much of the 
credit lor thla eucc:eea. We view our preeent participation 
ln the actintlee of the OMVS ln thia larger Sahel contest 
and believe that the experience 1atned in working toaetber 
on the development of the Senecal Ri••r Baai.n wlll contri­
bute to the larger taak of Sabel development • 

..:ecretary Klaaiaaer baa empbaaiaed to me bow much he 
enjoyed hie conetructlve a.o.d wide- rangiq dbcuseione with 
you. 1 greatly appreciate the araeloue reception your 
Gover.nm.e.nt accorded the Secretary. I truat hie visit to 
Dakal' ha• further atrengthened the excelleAt relatione 
pre'rioualy exbttng between Se.neaal and the United atee. 

Warm peraoul regard•. 

Hi• Exc"fllleAcy Leopold Sedar •. e.nghor 
Prealden.t of the Republic of Seneaal 
Dakar 
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2580-Tab A 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for youl' invitation for the United Statea Govern­
ment to attend the Sec:CIIl'ld Conference for Devolopm.ent of 
the Senegal River. to be held at Dakar June 14-15. I am 
pleaMd to J'eapond tbat my Ciovernment will be represented 
at the m.eetiq. 

The United States recognbsea the need for an intern&tioul 
effort to attack the Sabe11a development problem.e, and w-e 
have been encouraged by tb.e outcome of the firat meetln& 
of the Club de a Ami a du Sahel. You deserve much of the 
cJ:'edit for thil auc;ceaa. We view our preaent participation 
in the activities of the OMVS in thia larger Sabel context 
and believe that the experience gained in worklnc tosether 
on the development of the Senegal River Basin will contri• 
bute to the larger taak of Sahel development. 

Secretary Kiaaingel" baa empbaaised to me how much he 
enjoyed hia constructive and wide.rangina dbcuaaiona with 
you. 1 greatly appreciate the gracioua reception your 
OcwernmeDt accorded the Secretary. I truat hie visit to 
Dakar baa further atrengthened the excellent relation• 
prevloualy existing between Senegal and the United Statea. 

Warm peraonalregarda. 

Hia Excellency Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the .Republic of Senegal 
Dakal"' 

Revised:BS:nm:S I 23 I 76 
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Dat.c: 5/28/76 
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MEMOHANDUM FOR: 

GeorgeS. Springsteen 
Exccnti ve Secretary 
Department. of State 

DOCUMEI'!T DE~;crziPTlON: 

To: President Senghor 

From: President Ford 

Date: 5/28/76 

Subject: Second Conference for Developement of the Senegal River 

ACTIO~ IU.::QUESTED: 

--- Draft reply for: 

--- Direct reply 

_xxx.x_ Dispatch 

Prcsidcnt 1 s Signature 
White Hems e Staff 
Other ------· 

--- Furnish info copy 

Translation ---

Rcconnnenchlti.ons / Cornrncnts ____ Appropriate I-Iandling 

Other 

DUE DATE: 

COt\U\tENTS: 

Information 

Please dispatch via state pouch 
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TilE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

May 28, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your invitation for the United States Govern­
ment to attend the Second Conference for Development of 
the Senegal River, to be held at Dakar June 14-15. I am 
pleased to respond that my Government will be represented 
at the meeting. 

The United States recognizes the need for an international 
effort to attack the Sahel 1 s development problems, and we 
have been encouraged by the outcome of the first meeting 
of the Club des Alnis du Sahel. Yo,u deserve much of the 
credit for this success. We view our present participation 
in the activities of the OMVS in this larger Sahel conte:h.'i: 
and believe that the e:h.·perience gained in working together 
on the development of the Senegal River Basin will contri­
bute to the larger task of Sahel development. 

Secretary Kissinger has emphasized to 1ne how much he 
enjoyed his constructive and wide-ranging discussions with 
you. I greatly appreciate the gracious reception your 
Government accorded the Secretary. I trust his visit to 
Dakar has further strengthened the excellent relations 
previously existing between Senegal and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, 

His Excellency Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 2580 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESirENT HAS SEEN .... 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 
May 25, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

Brent Scowcroft !W 
Proposed Reply to Letter from Senegalese 
President Senghor 

President Senghor has written you (Tab B) to convey an invitation 
to the United States Government to be represented at the Second 
Conference of the Organization for the Development of the Senegal 
River, which is scheduled at Dakar June 14-15. This Conference, 
which will include donor countries and organizations as well as the 
Sahel states, is a major component of efforts to combat the chronic 
problem of drought that the Sahel faces, and a delegation from the 
Department of State and AID will participate. 

Consequently, I recommend that you acknowledge President Senghor' s 
invitation, indicating that the United States Government will be re­
presented and also taking note of Secretary Kissinger's recent visit 
to Senegal. Attached for your consideration is a suggested text 
(Tab A). Doug Smith in Robert Hartmann's office has cleared the 
text of the proposed letter. Doug Bennett concurs in this recommendation, 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to President Senghor at Tab A . 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
2580 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 
May) 8, 1976 

BRE;r:tWCROFT 
/ 

/ Pn-, 
Hal Horan lf/~e" 

Presidential Correspondence: Proposed 
Reply to Letter from Senegalese President 
Senghor 

Attached is a self-explanatory memorandum to the President recom­
mending he respond to a letter from President Senghor inviting the 
United States Government to participate in the Second Conference 
for the Development of the Senegal River to be held at Dakar 
June 14-15 (Tab I). Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann1 s office has 
cleared the text of the proposed letter (Tab A). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab I • 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
2580 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION {l ) May )8, 1976 
A 

~ / '7 
vjJ BRENT S OWCROFT """' 

H 1 Horan ,(/J:j. 

Presidential Correspondence: Proposed 
Reply to Letter from Senegalese President 
Senghor 

Attached is a self-explanatory memorandum to the President recom­
mending he respond to a letter from President Senghor inviting the 
United States Government to participate in the Second Conference 
for the Development of the Senegal River to be held at Dakar 
June 14-15 (Tab I). Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann 1 s office has 
cleared the text of the proposed letter (Tab A). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab I. 

. ...) <, 

• 



5/13/76 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

DOUG SMITH 

HAL HORAN, OEOB 301, x 5022 

Presidential Letter to Senegalese 
President Senghor 

For your clearance . 

• 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your invitation for the United States 

Government to attend the Second Conference for Development 

of the Senegal River, which is to be held at Dakar June 14-

15. I am pleased t.o respond that my Government will be 

represented at the meeting. 

"i!J:s SeCretary KlSSlnge! state~ iii ,akar'; the United 

States recognizes the need for an international effort to 

attack the Sahel's development problems 5~have been 

encouraged by the outcome of the first meeting of the Club 

des Amis du Sahe:t...a-,: die Ell&t j,u deserve much of the 

credit for this success. We view our present participation 
• 
~ in the activities of the OMVS U'thlsr' this larger Sahel 

context and believe that the experience gained in working 

together~e development of the Senegal River Basin will 

·~~R¥ to the larger task of Sahel development. 

In describing to me his conversations with African 

leaders, Secretary Kissinger emphasized how much he enjoyed 
C 

J ·I . • ., < .•· 
C!f':;l.;'ZitC:-.·~'-( GA~ .. -,/ ~,._t.( ,·£.. r 'l-:._( I t-'<;l'f. ,._ ~:i-"t.( ,t~ {_.·~····.: C..;_~.~.;',-./ C.t~'(_.·L..(' 

his~ discussio~ with lyou .; Thaffk ·you--foi~ the ve~ gracious 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 
Dakar. 

Department of State 

• 



-
- 2 -

reception your Government accorded the Secretary . 

his visit 
...:::• if)& 

· lii.late£ed 

States. 

~. ~-~-~rely; 

-~ Gerald R. Ford 

• 



~ -----~-----·----

I - S/S 76093::!1 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washin~ton, D.C. 20520 

May 12, 1976 
UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from President Ford to Senegalese 
President Senghor (NSC Log #7602580) 

The attached draft letter for President Ford's 
signature is in response to a letter from Senegalese 
President Senghor inviting the United States to 
attend the Second Conference for the Development 
of the Senegal River Basin. 

Attachment: 

As stated 

• 

Q.~~t( 
}~George s. Springsteen 
y- Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 

/;/ 



~'S'<iO - S/S 7609321 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 12, 1976 
UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from President Ford to Senegalese 
President Senghor (NSC Log #7602580) 

The attached draft letter for President Ford's 
signature is in response to a letter from Senegalese 
President Senghor inviting the United States to 
attend the Second Conference for the Development 
of the Senegal River Basin. 

At tach men t : 

As stated 

• 

Q.~'t 
JA.JGeorge S. Springsteen 
y- Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your invitation for the United States 

Government to attend the Second Conference for Development 

of the Senegal River, which is to be held at Dakar June 14-

15. I am pleased to respond that my Government will be 

represented at the meeting. 

As Secretary Kissinger stated in Dakar, the United 

States recognizes the need for an international effort to 

attack the Sahel's development problems. We have been 

encouraged by the outcome of the first meeting of the Club 

des Arnis du Sahel and believe that you deserve much of the 

credit for this success. We view our present participation 

in the activities of the OMVS within this larger Sahel 

context and believe that the experience gained in working 

together on the development of the Senegal River Basin will 

be relevant to the larger task of Sahel development. 

In describing to me his conversations with African 

1 
leaders, Sec~etary Kissinger emphasized ho.w much he enjoy~d 

CC?\;P~~ a.-.J f.I-1.A_.~ ~ .rt.4 "!JII. "1 ~ gu_~~( ~~ <-( ~ 
his discussio~with ~ou. Tha~r the~ gracious 

~ ~ ~ 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 
Dakar. 

Department of State 

• 
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reception your Government accorded the Secretary. I believe 

his visit to Dakar has further strengthened the excellent 

bilateral relations existing between Senegal and the United 

States. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 



CLASSIFICATI01'' UNCLASSIFIED 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFF.RH.AL 

-
Date: May 5, 1976 
NSC log II 7602580 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Departrnent of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: President Ford 

From: President Senghor of Senegal 

Date: April 21, 1976 

Subject: 
Second conf for development of Senegal River 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

XXX Draft reply for: 

--- Direct reply 

--- Dis patch 

xxxx President 1 s Signature 
White House Staff 
Other -------

___ Furnish info copy 

Translation ---

Recommendations I Comments ___ Appropriate Handling ---
Other ---

DUE DATE: May 12, 1976 

COMMENTS: 

CLASSIFI Ct\Tl ON: 

• 

Information 

/11~J(.~ 
for Jeanne W. Davis 

Staff Secretary 



--
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

5/3/76 

TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LSNO. 55987 
MM/DT 
French 

CONFERENCE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SENEGAL RIVER 
Conference of Chiefs of State and Heads of Govermnent 

Acting President of the Conference 

No. 298/PCCEG/OMVS 

Reference: My letters of September 20 
and October 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

April 21, 1976 

The Second Conference on Sources of Financing for Projects of the 

Organization for the Development of the Senegal River (OMVS), origin-

ally planned for October 16 and 17, 1975, had to be postponed for 

various reasons which I mentioned in my letter of October 2. 

Since all the conditions have now been fulfilled, this Conference 

will take place at Dakar on June 14 and 15, 1976. The Office of the 

High Commissioner of the OMVS will meet with representatives of coop-

erating govermnents and agencies to which we wish to offer the oppor-

tunity to assess the progress of our projects and whose assistance we 

wish to elicit in securing the additional financing necessary to cover 

the entire regional infrastructure program which was presented at 

Nouakchott in July 1974. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford 

President of the 
United States of Americ,, 

Washington. 

• 
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The success of the First Conference and the extremely encouraging 

results of the ensuing bilateral consultations between the OMVS and 

various sources of financing lead us to believe that the Dakar meeting 

will confirm the surge of international solidarity which bolsters the 

efforts of the Governments of Mali, Mauritania, and Senegal on behalf 

of this major subregional development project which is already setting 

a positive example. 

Aware of the great interest which the United States has always shown 

in our undertaking, I take pleasure in transmitting to Your Excellency 

this invitation for your Government to attend the Dakar Conference. 

The working documents concerning this meeting will be delivered at 

the earliest opportunity to the United States Embassy at Dakar for trans-

mittal to Your Excellency's Government. 

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my very high consideration. 

[Signature] 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 

[ OMVS stamp] 

• 



ORGANISATION 
. POUR LA MISE EN VALEUR 

DU FLEUVE SENEGAL 

CONFERENCE DES CHEFS D'ETAT 

ET DE GOUVERNEMENT 

No _________________________ / P.C.C.E.G. I OMVS. 

}!..: j}'cCJi .ic11 t 

ut {xetcice Je Ll C,m,h:mcc lcJ CfutJ [{tat 

et le lJouvc'Cilemctd 

' a 

Reference Mes lettres des 20 Septembre 
et 2 Octobre 1975. 

Monsieur le President, 

La deuxieme Conference des sources de financement des 
projets de 1 'Organisation pour la mise en valeur du fleuve Senegal 
qui avait ete initialement fixee aux 16 et 17 Octobre 1975 a du 
etre repartee pour diverses raisons que j'ai eu l'occasion de vous 
exposer dans rna lettre du 2 Octobre. 

Toutes les conditions etant a present reunies, cette 
Conference aura lieu a Dakar les 14 et 15 Juin 1976. Il s'agira d'une 
rencontre entre le Haut-Commissariat de 1 'OMVS et les representants 
des Gouvernements et Organismes cooperants auxquels nous voulons offrir 
l'occasion d'apprecier l'etat d'avancement de nos projets, et de nods 
aider a trouver le complement de financement necessaire a la couverture 
de 1 'ensemble du programme d'infrastructure regionale qui avait ete 
presente a Nouakchott en Juillet 1974. 

. .. I . .. 

• 
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Son Excellence, 
Monsieur Gerard FORD 

- 2 -

Le succes de la prem1ere conference et les resultats 
extremement encourageants des consultations bilaterales qui ont suivi, 
entre 1 'OMVS et diverses sources de financement nous autorisent a 
croire que la reunion de Dakar confirmera 1 'elan de solidarite inter­
nationale qui soutient les efforts des Gouvernements du Mali, de la 
Mauritanie et du Senegal en faveur de ce grand projet sous-regional 
de developpement integre qui a deja valeur d'exemple. 

Connaissant le grand interet que les Etats Unis ont 
toujours manifeste pour notre entreprise, il m'est agreable de 
transmettre a Votre Excellence, la presente invitation pour la partici­
pation de son Gouvernement a la Conference de Dakar. 

Les documents de travail concernant cette rencontre 
seront remis dans les meilleurs delais a 1 'Ambassade des Etats Unis 
a Dakar en vue de leur transmission au Gouvernement de Votre Excellence. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le President, les assurances 
de rna tres haute consideration. 

President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

WASHINGTON. 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

28 May 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your invitation for the United States Govern­
ment to attend the Second Conference for Development of 
the Senegal River, to be held at Dakar June 14-15. I am 
pleased to respond that my Government will be represented 
at the meeting. 

The United States recognizes the need for an international 
effort to attack the Sahel's development problems, and we 
have been encouraged by the outcome of the first meeting 
of the Club des Amis du Sahel. You deserve much of the 
credit for this success. We view our present participation 
in the activities of the OMVS in this larger Sahel context 
and believe that the experience gained in working together 
on the development of the Senegal River Basin will contri­
bute to the larger task of Sahel development. 

Secretary Kissinger has emphasized to me how much he 
enjoyed his constructive and wide-ranging discussions with 
you. I greatly appreciate the gracious reception your 
Government accorded the Secretary. I trust his visit to 
Dakar has further strengthened the excellent relations 
previously existing between Senegal and the United States. 

' 

\~--
I 

His Excellency Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 

l 
J 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your invitation for the United States Govern­
ment to attend the Second Conference for Development of 
the Senegal River, to be held at Dakar June 14-15. I am 
pleased to respond that my Government will be represented 
at the meeting. 

The United States recognizes the need for an international 
effort to attack the Sahel's development problems, and we 
have been encouraged by the outcome of the first meeting 
of the Club des Amis du Sahel. You deserve much of the 
credit for this success. We view our present participation 
in the activities of the OMVS in this larger Sahel context 
and believe that the experience gained in working together 
on the development of the Senegal River Basin will contri­
bute to the larger task of Sahel development. 

Secretary Kissinger has emphasized to me how much he 
enjoyed his constructive and wide-ranging discussions with 
you. I greatly appreciate the gracious reception your 
Government accorded the Secretary. I trust his visit to . 
Dakar has further strengthened the excellent relations 
previously existing between Senegal and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, u 
/(, 

His Excellency Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 

• 

'. \ __ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

July 7, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of May 10. Secretary 
Kissinger has told me of his stop in Dakar and 
of his constructive discussions with you and 
other officers of your Government. We are pleased 
with the excellent response by African states to 
Secretary Kissinger's African tour and to the 
major policy initiatives announced during that 
visit. We have already introduced legislation in 
the Congress and are taking other actions to give 
effect to our new African initiatives. 

Let me assure you that I attach great importance 
to the success of the North-South dialogue as we 
seek to improve the economic prospects of the 
developing nations. I appreciate and share your 
belief that issues of common concern, including 
efforts to stabilize market conditions of inter­
nationally traded commodities, should be discussed 
on a timely basis. 

Our goal is to shape an enduring structure of 
international collaboration that offers peace 
and prosperity, equal opportunity and dignity to 
all peoples. · 

Sincerely, ~ 

~I( 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 

• 
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CLASSIFICATION: UNCLAS 

NATIONAL SECURITY· COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: Pres·senghor 

From: Pres 

Date: Jul 7, 1976 

Subject: Thank you ltr 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Date: July 7. 1976 
NSC 'log # 7603152 

___ Draft reply for: President's Signature 
White House Staff --- Other -------

___ Direct reply --- Furnish info copy 

_x __ Dis patch Translation ---
Recommendations I Comments --- ___ Appropriate Handling 

Other Information --- ---
DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

• 



MEMORANDUM T1DI :i 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 5, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT ('fl::; 

3152 
ACTION 

Proposed Letter to Senegalese President 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 

On May 10 Senegal's President Senghor wrote to you (Tab B) con­
cerning his talks in Dakar with Secretary Kissinger and thanking you 
for the pledge of assistance to the Sahel which Secretary Kissinger 
communicated during his visit to Senegal. In addition, Senghor 
emphasized the importance he attached to the outcome of the 
UNCTAD IV session; in this context he expressed his desire that 
more be done to ensure positive results in the North-South dialogue, 
especially in the stabilization of the prices of raw material exported 
by developing nations. 

The suggested reply at Tab A, which was held in order to take into 
account the results of the UNCTAD conference, reassures President 
Senghor of your determination to improve our relations with the 
African states and your recognition of the importance of stabilization 
of market conditions of internationally traded commodities. 

CEA concurs in the proposed reply. 

Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the 
proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to President Senghor • 

• 



MEMORANDUM 

Td.h-+ ~~\ 'k 
~~~ 1/f·/),...., 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3152 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 
June 24, 1976 

RE SCOWCROFT 

Roger~~ison 
Proposed Letter to Senegalese President 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 

The attached memo forwards to the President a suggested letter 
replying to President Senghor of Senegal who wrote on May 10 
concerning Secretary Kissinger's African trip and stressing 
the importance Senegal attaches to UNCTAD IV and to the 
necessity for positive results from a North-South dialogue. 
The response to President Senghor was delayed so it would 
reflect the results of the recently concluded UNCTAD IV Con­
ference. 

Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann• s office has cleared the text of 
the proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab 1. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

• 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 18, 1976 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM TO MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

7612621 
XR7610983 

nsc 3152 add-on 

Subject: Letter from President Ford to Senegalese 
President Senghor 

In the attached letter to President Ford, the 
original of which we forwarded to the White House on 
May 28, Senegalese President Senghor discusses 
Secretary Kissinger's recent stop in Dakar, emphasizes 
the importance Senegal attaches to UNCTAD IV and 
raises points on international commodity issues. 

A reply is required, and the Department now 
forwards a suggested response which reflects the 
results of the recently concluded UNCTAD IV Conference • 

• 

~.,.,~ 
[_,George s. Spring en cr· Executive Secre ry 

Attachments: 

1. Draft Letter from President Ford to 
President Senghor 

2. Translation of the Senghor Letter 
3. Copy of Letter to President Ford from 

President Senghor 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

• 



-
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

6/21/76 

TO: DOUG SMITH 

FROM: ROGER HARRI~ x 4905, Rm 393 

For your clearance 

• 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Secretary Kissinger has told me of his stop in Dakar 

and of his constructive discussions with you and other 

officers of your government. We are pleased with the ex-

cellent response by African states to Secretary Kissinger's 

African tour and to the major policy initiatives ~£ ~ 

_gmui'li'iA:atQBt: t:ha~ lA announced during that visit. We have 

-

already introduced legislation in the Congress and are taking 

other actions to give effect to our new African initiatives. 

Let me assure you that I attach great importance to 

the success of the North~South dialogue as we seek to improve 

the economic prospects of the developing nations. I appre-

ciate and share your belief that issues of common concern, 

including efforts to stabilize market conditions of 
£~-Jld It-

internationally traded commodities,"'be discussed O.nvtimely b~. 

,._ 

Our goal .. ~-hi ng J es~ i:aan- to shape an enduring 

structure of international collaboration that offers peace 

and prosperity, equal opportunity and dignity to all peoples. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 
Dakar . 

• 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE C,,, '• \ "· L.) ! 

c3/b:J-
(CLASSIFIC2\'l'ION) 

. S/Slf 76.10983 

Date May 28, 1976 

· · DEPARTHENT OF STl'.TE 
EXECUTIVE SECREThRIAT 
. TRANS:.IITTAL FOPJ1 

FOR: Mr. Brent Scowcroft 
National Security Council 
The vlhi te House 

REFEREHCE: 

TO: President Ford 
----------------------

DATE: May 10, 1976 

FROH: Senegalese President Senghor 

SUBJECT: Letter telling of Secretary 

Kissinger's recent stop in Dakar and.raising points on 
~nternational commodity issues 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: NSCf --------------- -~-----(if any) 

x THE ATTACHED ITE~·l NAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTNI::l\T OF STATE ---

ACTION rri\KEH: 

--- A draft reply is attached. 

~ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

--...:.. 

---

REMARKS: 

A translation is attached. 

An inforrnati.on copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other 

· .. · 

We will forward .a sugg"e·sted reply to this letter when the 
results of the UNCTAD IV Conference are clear and can ~ 
incorporated into that reply, at the latest by July 1. 

c~~ ~ ~gsteen .. ·u Executive Secretary 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

(CLASSIFICi\1'ION) 

• 

.. 
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Paris, .No~ 978/PR/SP. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 
761.0983· 

(TRANSLATION) 

. ' I 

LS NO. 56286 
SKP/BP 
French 

Letter to President Ford from President Senghor 

_;'•. 

-· May 10, 1976 

Nr. President: 

Thank you for the two letters you sent me on the eve of Dr. Kissinger's 

departure for Africa. 

As he will have told 'you, \ve held talks which I consider very fruitful 

for Africa and·, therefore, for the maintenance of peace in the world. Among 

qther things, he assured me that there would not be another Angola. That 

was the essential thing. Moreover; in his reply to the toast by Assane 

-Seck, t~~ Senegalese Foreign }1inister, Dr. Kissinger spoke of the United 

States' determination_to increase its aid to the nations of the Sahel and 

Sudan regions in order to enable them to contain the encroachment of the 

desert and even roll it back. I wanted to thank you for all of that, while 

at the same time ··reiterating our strong desire for sincere cooperat·ion with 

the United States. 

I wish to take this opportunity t6 tell you how much importance we 

attach to the current UNCTAD session and the Paris conference. Dr. Kissinger 

wq.s not ·'negative in l~v.irobi, but he._ djd not 'Qrin.g 'us everything· \ve had ex-

• 
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-2-

. pected of the United States. Indeed,.as you know, the maintenance and 

strengthening of peace in the world will be ensured only if the dialogue 

bet,lleen developed and developing States produces positive results. We 
t· 

are not asking for miracles--it ~s simply that if the prices of raw 

, ~aterials exported by developing countries are not stabilized (and th~t. 

is a minimum), the Third Horld countries, that is, )0%. of· the human race, 

will b~ doomed to despair. 

With my thanks for your·attention to. this letter, accept, Mr. President, . 
the assur~nce of my very high consideration. 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 

...... 

·.' · . 
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~-- ---~-----~---

N2 978 /PR/SP. 

Paris, 
~&J"d 10 mai 1976. 

Monsieur le President, 

Je Vous remercie des deux lettres que Vous 

m'avez envoyees a la veille du depart du Docteur Kissinger 

pour !'Afrique. 

Comme il Vous l'aura dit, nous avons eu des 

entretiens que je juge tres fructueux pour !'Afrique et, 

partant, pour le maintien de la paix dans le monde. Il m'a, 

entre autres, doane !'assurance qu'il n'y aurait pas de se­

conde Angola. C'etait l'essentiel. 

D'autre part, dans sa reponse au toast de M. 

Assane Seck, ministre senegalais des Affaires etrangeres, 

le Docteur Kissinger a dit la volonte des Etats-Unis d'Ame­

rique d'apporter une aide accrue ali.X Etats soudane-saheliens 

pour leur permettre de contenir l'avance du desert et m@me 

faire reculer celui-ci. 

. ... / 
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Je desirais Vous remercier pour tout cela, en 

Vous reiterant, en m8me temps, notre volonte de cooperation 

loyale avec les Etats-Unis d'Amerique. 

Je profite de !'occasion pour Vous dire !'impor­

tance que nous attachons a la presente session de la CNUCED 

comme a la Conference de Paris. Le Docteur Kissinger n'a pas 

ete negatif a Nairobi, mais il ne nous a pas apporte tout 

ce que nous attendions des Etats-Unis d'Amerique. En effet, 

comme Vous le savez, le maintien et la consolidation de la 

paix dans le monde ne seront obtenus que si le dialogue en­

tre les Etats developpes et les Etats en developpement abou­

tit a des resultats positifs. Nous ne demandons pas le mira­

cle, il y a seulement que si la stabilisation des prix des 

matieres premieres exportees par les pays en developpement 

n'est pas assuree - ·et c'est la un minimum - , les pays du 

Tiers Monde, c'est-a-dire les 70% de l'humanite, seront 

voues au desespoir. 

En Vous remerciant de l'accueil que Vous aurez 

reserve a ma lettre, je Vous prie de croire, Monsieur le 

President, a !'assurance de ma tres haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 

Monsieur Gerald FORD 

Leopold Sedar SENGHOR. 

President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 
' 

3152 
ACTION 

SUBJECT: Proposed Letter to Senegalese President 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 

On May 10 Senegal's President Senghor wrote to you (Tab B) con­
cerning his talks in Dakar with Secretary Kissinger and thanking you 
for the pledge of assistance to the Sahel whic:b Secretary Kissinger 
communicated during his visit to Senegal. In addition~ Senghor 
emphasized the importance he attached to the outcome oi the 
UNCTAD IV session; in this context he expressed IUs desire that 
more be done to ensure positive results in the North-South dialogue. 
especially in the stabilization of the prices of raw material exporte.d 
by developing nations .. 

The suggested reply at Tab A. which was held in order to take into 
account the results of the UNCTAD conference. reassures President 
Senghor ·of your determination to improve our relations with the 
African states and your recognition of the importance of stabilization 
of market conditions of internationally traded comm.odities. 

CEA concurs in the proposed reply. 

Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the 
proposed leUer. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to President Senghor. 

Rewrite:BS:BM:mb 3152 7/3/76 

• 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT 

Brent S cow croft 
~ 

Proposed Letter to Senegalese President 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 

/ 
/ 

3152 

/ 
/ 

On May 10 Senegal's President Senghor wrote to you (Tab B) concerning 
his talks in Dakar with Secretary Kissinger and thanking you for the 
pledge of assistance to the Sahel which Seb-etary Kissinger communicated 
during his visit to Senegal. In addition, Senghor emphasized the importance 
he attached to the outcome of the UNCT AD IV session; in this context he 
expressed his desire that more be done to ensure positive results in the 
North-South dialogue, especially in the stabilization of the prices of raw 
material exported by developing ... n3-BR s .. 

~,._ 7 ,~! 

m t:Jle suggested reply at Tab ~ye-w reassureSPresident Senghor of t:fte~ 
determination M. your 4..dmi~W.strat:i:-eft to improve our relations with the 
African states and ~;recogni-&e the importance of stabilizatiol'l of market 
conditions of internationally traded commodities. 

Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the 
proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to President Senghor. 

/ 
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Dear Mr. President• 

'l'bank you foX' your letter of May 10. secretary 
Kissinger has told me of his stop in Dakar and 
of hi& construct.ive diacusaions wi~h you and 
other officers of your Goftt:Dment. We are pleased 
with the excellent response by African st.at.es to 
Stteretary Kisainqer r a African tour and to the 
major poliey in1t.iativea announced durinq that 
visit. We have already introduced l.~ialatiort in 
tb8 COngress and are taking other actions to give 
effect to our new African ini tiativea. 

Let me aaaure you that l .attach qreat importance 
to the success of the North-South dialoczue as we 
seek to improve the econODtic pro•pects of tbe 
developing nationa. I appreciate and share your 
belief that issues of eoweon concern, includin<; 
effort• to stabilize market oonditicna of !nter­
natione~ly traded coliiDOdi ties, should be diflouased 
on a timely basis. 

our qoal is to shape an enduring structure of 
international oollaboratlcn that offers peace 
and px-oaperi ty , . equal opportunity and diqni ty to 
all ~pl••· 

Sincerely, 

Hi• Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 

GRF:nm 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. President: 

you for your letter of May 10. 

ry Kissinger has told me of his stop in Dakar 
constructive discussions with you and other 
your Government. We are pleased with 
t response by African states to Secretary 

Kissinger 1s frican tour and to the major policy ini­
tiatives anno need during that visit. We have already 
introduced leg lation in the Congress and are taking 
other actions to ive effect to our new African 
initiatives. 

Let me assure you at I attach great importance to 
the success of the No th-South dialogue as we seek to 
improve the economic rospects of the developing 
nations. I appreciate a share your belief that 
issues of common concer including efforts to stablize 
market conditions of inter tionally traded commodities, 
should be discussed on a ti ely basis. 

Our goal is to shape an endurin structure of interna­
tional collaboration that offers p ace and prosperity, 
equal opportunity and dignity to al eoples. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
Dakar 

..... _. __ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

NOTE: 

Due to the lateness and the urgency, 
the approved text of the letter to 
President Senghor was sent via 
LDX to the Department of State 
on Wednesday, October 6, at 
7:40 p.m., by Louise in Ambas sa­
dor Smith's office . 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

1 extend heartiest personal congratulations on the occasion 

o! your 70th birthday. Youra baa been a most remarkable career. 

You have earned your reputation aa one of the ableat statesmen 

o£ our time and the concept of Negritude, which you have fostered, 

has not only deeply interested the world but will, I believe, contribute '-. 

to the development of understanding among nations. You have my 

best wishes for further success and prosperity in your cottinued 

service to Senegal. 

. .. 
Sincerely, 

; 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor, 
President of the Republic of Senegal, 
Dakar. 

j 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

UNCLASSIFIED October 1, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

7620601 

Subject: Message from President Ford to President 
Senghor on his 70th Birthday 

President Leopold Sedar Senghor of Senegal 
celebrates his 70th birthday on October 9. 
Extensive cultural and academic activities are 
being planned to commemorate the occasion. These 
activities will be national and international 
in scope, and will bring together renowned statesmen 
and scholars for a symposium devoted to the theme 
of "culture and development." 

We believe that official American recognition 
to the famous Senegalese septuagenarian and his 
contributions to statesmanship, the arts, and 
letters, will enhance our relationship with the 
people and Government of Senegal. 

Embassy Dakar recommends that a personal 
birthday greeting be sent by President Ford, and 
suggests that a birthday gift also be sent. An 
appropriate gift might be related to the American 
Bicentennial year or to President Senghor's 
interest in Lincoln memorabilia. 

Attached is a draft message from President 
Ford to President Senghor. 

Attachment: 

~ l ~~J~Jf~{~ 
6) C. Arthur Borg 
xecutive Secretary 

Draft letter from President Ford. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

• 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to extend my heartiest personal 

congratulations on the occasion of your 70th 

birthday. ll&uriii aail 'Baea .. .a-""'ii\GS~"''~rke:Me"~~ 
---~~ -~'~ ~'"' ~'= 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
Leopold Sedar Senghor, 

President of the Republic of Senegal, 
Dakar. 

Department of State 
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