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\~o~ FOL.LOWINr; IS MESSAGE REC!tV!D BV TELEPHONE ON 
SEPT 25 AT 1!15 HOURS FROM PR!SlDENTlAL PALACE AT !AAIDA 
WITH REQUEST FROM PRE81D!NT SARKIS THAT IT BE SENT TO 
PRF-SIO!NT GERALD FORD. LT, ABU•NADIR OF PRISIO!NT 
SARKIS'S STAFF, WHO PASS!D THIS MESSAGE, SAID THAT "NH!N 
tT IS MORE CALM," TH! LETT!R WILL BE D!LlV!REO TO 
~MBASSV BEIRUT FOR TRANSMITTAL TO WASHINGTON. 

'-• BEGIN T!XT QUOT! DEAR MR. PRESlDENTI 
THANK YOU FOR TH! KIND AND ENCOURAGING MESSAGE 
THAT YOU HAVE CONV!V!D TO M! UPON MY TAKING OFFICE 
AS THE PRESIDENT OF LEBANON. THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROCESS WHICH HAS CHARACTERIZE~Y ASSUMPTION OF 
THP.: NEW R!SPONSifULITI!S D!SPlTE THE '.LONG PERIOD 011' 
TH~ T~AGIC EVENTS WM!CH MAVE OCCURRED IN LEBANON 
CANNOT BUT CONII'IRM TM! STRONS BELl!F OF THE LEBANESE 
PEOPLE lN THE PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY 
WH!CM CONSTITUTE THE BAS!C FOUNOATtONS OF OUR 
POLITICAL SYST!M. IT lS ALSO MV SINC!R! HOPE THAT TH! 
LEAANESE P!OPLE, GUIDED BY ITS TRADITIONAL CONVICTIONS 
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!N THOSE IDEALS, AI WELL AS BV ITS 801..10 ATTACHMENT 
TO ITS tNO!P!NOENC!, IT8 NATIONAL AND TERRITORIAL 
IJNtTV, WlL.L SUCCEED TO Jll'tND IN THE VI!RY NEAR JII'UTUR!. 
A 50I.UTXON TO ITS DOMESTIC PROBL.!MS IN A PEACEFUL. 
MANNER CONSONANT WITH TH! CULTURAL. H!RlTAQ!, THE 
NATURAL. DEOlCATION 0' LEBANON AND THE ROLE IT HAS 
ASSUMED AL.L AL.ONG ITS LONQ HISTORY AMONG ALL. OTHER 
NATIONS, IT 18 OBVIOUS, MR~ PR!81DI!NT, THAT THI! 
ATTAINMENT 0, A JUST AND DURABLE P!ACE IN THI! 
MIDDLE EAST WOUL.D GREATLY CONTRIBUTE lN TH! 
POLITICAL STABIL!TV 011' THE AREA AND PARTICULARLY 
fN L!BANDNt 1 StNC!R!LV HOP! TKAT TH! UNITED STATES 
WILL. CONTINUE TO EXERT ALL POSITIVI! AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
F.FFORTS WHICH WOULD LEAD TOWARDS THE FULFILLMENT 
nF THOSE OSJ!CTlV!S, IN TH! SPIRIT OF THE CLOSE- AND 
FR!!NDLY RELATIONS WHICH HAVI 'OR SO LONG !XIST!D 
AETW!EN THI GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES 0' OUR TWO 
eOUNTRIEI, IT 18 ALSO MY SINCERE HOPE THAT LEBANON 
WILL CONTINUE TO O!V!LDP JII'URTH!R THOSE RELATIONS 
ANn TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH TH! UNITED ITATES, 
ANn MOST PARTICULARLY IN THE D!L.lCATE AND Dl,FlCULT 
PRnC!SS DF OUR COUNTRY'S R!COV!RV. 
SINCERELY, ELlA8 SARKIS. UNQUOTE. 
LAN! 
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