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THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON
July 10, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

I have read with interest your letters of April 21
and May 10 describing the efforts you and your
country are making to improve agricultural pro-
duction. We wish you every success as Guinea
strives to achieve self-sufficiency in the produc-
tion of food.

We are mindful of the present food shortages you

are experiencing and are pleased to be able to

assist you where we can. We will carefully examine -
your requests for assistance under the 1976 Food

for Peace program and will try to be as responsive

as possible to your needs.

The United States Government is honored to receive
delegations from Guinea as we seek to improve
further the friendly relations that exist between

our two countries. We appreciate the kind words
with which Minister Drame recently described our
bilateral relations.

May I take this opportunity to commend to you our
new Ambassador to the Republic of Guinea, William
C. Harrop, who has just arrived in Conakry to
assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop is a distinguished
career diplomat in whom I place the highest personal
confidence.

Sincerely, M

His Excellency il
. Ahmed Sekou Toure e

President of The Republic of Guinea

Conakry

-
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MEMORANDUM 3578 %

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
July 9, 1975
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Letters from the President

of Guinea

The President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure, has written you
on two recent occasions concerning US food assistance to his
country. His first letter (Tab B) was handcarried to the United
States by his Minister of Plans and Statistics, Alioune Drame,
sent here as head of delegation to express gratitude for past
assistance and to discuss future aid with State and AID officials.
President Toure's second letter (Tab C) requests continued
assistance.

US assistance to Guinea in fiscal 1975 amounted to about $11 million,
for US food commodities under Titles I and II of PL 480. For
fiscal 1976, we are currently planning $5 million in food aid. We
will also begin a small ($500, 000) drought relief and rehabilitation
program in 1976.

I believe it appropriate for you to acknowledge receipt of President
Toure's communications, and I have attached a suggested text (Tab A).
Since our new Ambassador to Guinea, William Harrop, has only
recently arrived in Conakry, I suggest taking this occasion to
commend him to President Toure. Paul Theis has cleared the

text of the proposed letter.

RECOMMENDA TION

That you sign the letter at Tab A to Guinea's President Toure.

Attachments:

Tab A - Presidential reply for signature to President Toure
Tab B - April 21 letter to the President from President of Guinea
Tab C - Second letter from President Toure to the President, May 10.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

-

July 7, 1975

NOTE FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: Hal Horan/%/

Brent, I have redone the letter to
President Toure, taking into account
your note about the fiscal year ending
(para. 4).
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THE WHITE HOUSE Re: 3578

WASHINGTON

June 16, 1975
Hal Horan:

The General Ha.s reviewed the attached
and has asked that two points be added
to the memo to the President:

1. A statement of what aid we provided
Guinea in FY 1975 and what is tenta-
tively planned for FY 1976.

2. Mention of the fact that we are
sending out a new Ambassador.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
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June 10, 1975 4
ARV PR ! p;f; I 08
Paul Theis O((/ (ﬁ:r

Hal Horaw
(%x-5022)

Resubmission for concurrence
of Presidential response to
letters from the President of
Guinea

Resubmitted for your clearance - a second
time around - is the attached proposed
Presidential response to President Sekou
Toure of Guinea. This new draft responds
to two recent letters received from Toure.

Also attached is the first draft, which you

have seen.

Atts.
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SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT
OF GUINEA, AHMED SEKOU TOURE

Dear Mr. President:

I have read with interest your letters of April 21 and May 10 is
m describﬁ:ﬁqe efforts witfeh you and your country are
making to improve agricultural production. We wish you every
success as Guinea strives to achieve self-sufficiency in the pro-

duction of food.

We are mindful of the present food shortages you are experiencing

and are m to be able to assist you where we can.

L

The United States Government is pheased-to receive delegations
from Guinea as we seek to improve further the friendly relations
that exist between our two countries. We appreciate the kind words

with which Minister Drame recently described our bilateral relations.,

QOur fiscal year ends in a matter of weeks, and all commodities
for the 1975 Food For Peace program have already been committed.
We will, however, carefully examine your request for the 1976

program and will try to be as responsive as possible to your needs. .
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May I take this opportunity to commend to you our new Ambassador
to the Republic of Guinea, William C. Harrop, who has just
arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop is a

distinguished career diplomat in whom I place the highest personal

confidence.

Sincerely,

[ Gerald R. Ford ]

His Excellency
Ahmed Sekou Toure
President of The Republic of Guinea

Conakry.
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MEMORANDUM \
3578 T
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL s bt
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June 10, 1975
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER
FROM: Hal Horan N iy

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Letters from the
President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure

Attached at Tab I is a suggested memorandum for the
President recommending that he acknowledge two recent
communications from President Toure of Guinea concerning
US food assistance to his country. Paul Theis has cleared
the proposed text of a single response to the two letters.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward to the President the memorandum at Tab I.

Attachment

Tab L.
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75N89
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 068 \\v
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

LS K. 48651
MM/BP
French

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA I 7;}
- OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Conakry, April 21, 1975

Excellency and Dear Friend:

Since the launching of our Fiﬁe-Year Plan (1973-1978), the efforts -

of our Party and our Government have been concentrated on agriculture

with a view to encouiéging modern farming methods through increasingly
Qccelerated mechanization. The re#ults obtained are very heartening
and we believe that in the near future we shail be able to meet our
people's needs. - L |

However, it must be recognized that oné of the paradoxes of our age -

lies in the food shortage which mankind is'exﬁeriencing. For our part,

we are aware of the immense efforts on the part of the United States
Wy
Governmenf‘ whlcqohas always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome

ﬂtégfoodzg;nhlemq,

O We take pfi_ﬁure in emphasizing on this occasion the valuable and
abuhdanniassistggce given by the people and the Government of the United
Scates ég the Gﬁlnean people since its accession to full national sovereignty
on October 2, 1958. |

His Excellency :
Gerald Ford, i

President of the United States of America, . : -
Washington. i L~/t&'//
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T - Although the achievements of obur people and our Government in the
-field of agriculture give us good reason té hope to be able to alleviate,
in the near future, the great food shortage which we are currently
faciné, you will easily ynderstand the full importance which the Repﬁbli&

of Guinea attaches to your country's valuable and inestimable assistance.

s For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Dréﬁe,

6ur Minister of Plans and Statistics, and tﬂe delegation which he hééds,
to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people,
and‘to.thank you in advance for whatever you may do for the success of
our Delegation's mission.

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the expression of our high con-

gideration.

[Signature]
Ahmed Sékou Touré

[Republic of Guinea stamp]

) N LG ﬁ".
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NHHTTED - OFF ICHAL—USE 550655
PAGE #1 CONAKR 23724 1615362 ‘

50
ACTION AF-g6

INFO OCT-pl 1S0-#p SS-15 NSC-g5 SS0-g8 ( SSR ) W
’ ) e b D DL D -—- 121573

P R 1615187 MAY 75 :

FM AMEMBASSY CONAXRY

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2726

INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CONAKRY 2784
PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR HARROP

E.0. 11652: N/A
TAGS: PFOR EAID GV US
SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO PRESIDENT FORD

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED TODAY "CONFIDENTIAL" NOTE FROM FORIIGN
MINISIRY DATED MAY 15 .

CONTALINING

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO

PRESIDENT FORD, WITH REQUEST THAT LETTER BE TRANSMITTED TO
ADDRESSEE. ‘ )

2. TEXT OF PRESIDENT TOURE'S LETTER, DATED MAY 8, 1975, IS
AS FOLLOWS‘

3. BEGIN QUOTE., EXCELLENCY, THE GUINEAN GOVERNMENTAL DELEGAT!ON
CONDUCTED BY THE MINISTER OF PLAN THAT I COMMISSIONED TO YOUH
GOVERNMENT FOR THE EXAWINAT!ON OF THE PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE .
IN THt FRAMEWORK OF PL487, HAS JusT REPORTED TO ME ON ITS
MISSION.

i HAVt NOTED WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE GREAT UNDERSTANDING
THAT YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE SHOWN REGARDING THE PROBLEMS
OF FOUD SUPPLIES WHICH PRESENTLY PREOCCUPY MY COUNTRY,

IN EFFECT. THE QUANTITIES OF RICE, OF FLOUR AND OF OIL

THAT YOU HAVE JUST ACCORDED US UNDER PL482 FOR THE YEAR 1975 -
CONSTITUTE FOR US A VERY CONSKDERABLE CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THE = .-
SOLUTION OF FOOD PROBLEMS FOR ‘OUR PEOPLE, o

-L4M%4¥§¥4¥§1¥G+A&-H€E'

\
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RESULIS FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF 1976 WILL SCARCELY PERMIT
h cET EFFECTIVELY THE NEtDS IN FOOD FOR THE ENTIRE POP=-

’ ULA%ION WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED, IN EFFECT, ENORMOUS DIFFICULTIES

lNHERtNT IN THE HAZARDS OF NATURE, SUCH AS THE DROUGHT AND

_PLANT DISEASES.

" THIS 1S WHY 1 HAVE THE HONOR TO DRAW YOUR HIGH ATTENTION
TO OUK URGENT NEED TO OBTAIN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF MILK AND

PEANUIS WITHIN THZ FRAMEWORK OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAM
SUBMITTED FOR THE YEAR 1975.
THIS TS ALSO WHY I WOULD HOPE THAT THE PROGRAM OF PL48%

* FOR THE YEAR 1976, ALREADY SUBMITTED, WILL BE EXAMINED BY YOUR
5GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLt IN ORDER THAT WE CAN AVOID. ANY

INTERRUPTION IN THE REGULAR SUPPLY OF FOODSTUFFS TO THE

- POPULATION,

- EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS AN OCCASION FOR ME TO

" RECALL THAT MY COUNTRY SINCE ITS ACCESSION TO NATIONAL
 SOVEREIGNTY, HAS SENEFITED FROM THE CONSTANT AID AND SUPPORT
. OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF ITS
?lNDEPtNDENCE AND 1TS LIBERTY,

" ONCE MORE. I WISH TO THANK YOUR GREAT COUNTRY FOR YOUR

. HIGH AND CONSTANT UNDERSTANDING SHOWN TO THE REPUBLIC OF

P uias L e

PR SRNL O X DYNEAF S TV PORNE S P

GUINEA,
PLEASE ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCE
OF MY HIGH CONSIDERATION, (SIGNED) AHMED SEKOU TOURE. UNGUOTE,

4., ABOVE CONSTITUTES INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF LETTER,
ORIbINAL BEING POUCHED CARE OF AF/H.
MACDONALD

| VZICZCSS0056

:

{
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1 g¥R uuuuu ZYN

UNCLAS CHANNEL CHECK FROM ATS 12345

T 11T

NNNN : '




Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

7510992 3378 |

CEPARTMENT OF STATE \‘[\

Washington, D.C. 20520

June 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to President from Guinean
President Sekou Toure

Our Embassy in Conakry has forwarded a second
letter, dated May 10, 1975, to President Ford from
Guinean President Sekou Toure. The letter expresses
pleasure that a PL-480 program has been concluded
for 1975, asks for a supplemental program, and also
requests that a program for 1976 be given early
consideration.

By a memorandum, dated May 23, 1975, a reply
was suggested to President Sekou Toure's letter of
April 21, 1975. The reply to the April 21 letter
is now pending release from the White House.

The attached letter of reply is suggested to
replace the proposed letter of May 23, thereby
serving to answer both the letter of April 21 and
that of May 10 from President Toure.

4:; s o

Executive Secretary

Attachments:

1. Suggested reply

2. Letter from President
Toure, May 10

3. Translation of letter

4. Translation of April 21
letter from President Toure
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PAGE @1 CONAKR @274 1615362 ‘

50
ACTION AF-g6

INFO OCT-pl 1S0-#¢ SS=-15 NSC-g5 SSO0-p@ ( SSR ) W
) S emeeme--- T 121573

P R 161518Z MAY 75

FM AMEMBASSY CONAKRY

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2726

INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CONAKRY 2724

PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR HARROP

E.O0. 116523 N/A
TAGS: PFOR EAID GV US

 SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO PRESIDENT FORD

" 1. EMBASSY RECEIVED TODAY "CONFIDENTIAL® NOTE FROM FOR:IIGN
. MINISIRY DATED MAY 15 |

" CONTAINING

LETTEK FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO

| PRESIDENT FORD, WITH REQUEST THAT LETTER BE TRANSMITTED TO

ADDREbSEE.

2. TEXT OF PRESIDENT TOURE*S LETTER, DATED MAY 1g, 1975, IS
AS FOLLOWS.

3. BEGIN QUOTE, EXCELLENCY, THE GUINEAN GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATLION

" CONDUCTED BY THE MINISTER OF PLAN THAT I COMMISSIONED TO YOUR

’ GOVERNMENT FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THE PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE

IN THt FRAMEWORK OF PL487, HAS JUST REPORTED TO ME ON ITS
MISSION.

t 1 HAVt NOTED WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE GREAT UNDERSTANDING

THAT YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE SHOWN REGARDING THE PROBLEMS
OF FOUD SUPPLIES WHICH PRESENTLY PREOCCUPY MY COUNTRY,

IN EFFECT, THE QUANTITIES OF RICE, OF FLOUR AND OF OIL

THAT YOU HAVE JUST ACCORDED US UNDER PL4ggz FOR THE YEAR 1975
CONSTITUTE FOR US A VERY CONSIDERABLE CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THE
SOLUTION OF FOOD PROBLEMS FOR OUR PEOPLE,

JrLM+¥EG—9FF+G+Ab—U€E—
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e}



Di

qmz fI[cMrbEgb%o AMI\'&OA}FeEdenthQS %ip(%rxdgné%wn obeg;g Udfg'éélgctlonrétqlge%gélgghﬂ'oréPremdentlal Library

RODUC BUT THE EXP
RE§U»,S FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF 1976 WILL SCARCELY PERMIT
US 0 “EET EFFECTIVELY THE NEEDS IN FOOD FOR THE ENTIRE POP~-
ULATION, WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED, IN EFFECT, ENORMOUS DIFFICULTIES
INHERENT IN THE HAZARDS OF NATURE, SUCH AS THE DROUGHT AND
PLANT DISEASES.
THIS IS WHY I HAVE THE HONOR TO DRAW YOUR HIGH ATTENTION
TO OUR URGENT NEED TO OBTAIN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF MILK AND
PEANUIS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAM
SUBMITTED FOR THE YEAR 1975.
THIS TS ALSO WHY I WOULD HOPE THAT THE PROGRAM OF PL48%

 FOR THE YEAR 1976, ALREADY SUBMITTED, WILL BE EXAMINED BY YOUR

GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER THAT WE CAN AVOID ANY
INTERKUPTION T IN THE REGULAR SUPPLY OF FOODSTUFFS TO THE
POPULATION.

EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS AN OCCASION FOR ME TO
RECALL THAT MY COUNTRY SINCE ITS ACCESSION TO NATIONAL
SOVEREIGNTY, HAS BENEFITED FROM THE CONSTANT AID AND SUPPORT

. OF THt UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF ITS

o 0 L

INDEPENDENCE 'AND ITS LIBERTY,

ONCE MORE, I WISH TO THANK YOUR GREAT COUNTRY FOR YOUR

HIGH QND CONSTANT UNDERSTANDING SHOWN TO THE REPUBLIC OF

GUTNE

PLEASE ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCE

OF MY HIGH CONSIDERATION, (SIGNED) AHMED SEKOU TOURE, UNQUOTE,

4. ABOVE CONSTITUTES INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF LETTER,

‘ ORIbINAL BEING POUCHED CARE OF AF/NW.

MACDONALD

VZCZCSS0a56

PP RUEHCZ

. BT

DE RUEHCZ #0oop 1501400
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REPUBLIGUE DE GUINEE

Le Drésideni

A SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR
sERALD  FORD , PRESIDENT
)ES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE

JASHINGTON

\

TRAVAIL - JUST.CE - 3OLIDNR.TE

Conakry. le—_30Q _Ma. 19¢5

Excellence,

La Délégation Gouvernementale
Guinéenne conduite par le Ministre du
Plan gue j'ai mandatée auprés de Votre
Gouvernement pour 1l'examen du Programme
d'aide dans le cadre du PL 480, vient de

me faire le compte rendu de sa mission.
J'ai noté avec une grande sa-

tisfaction la grande compré&hension que

Vous-méme et Votre Gouvernement avez

coo/onn
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manifestépga 1l'égard des problémes ali-
mentaires qui préoccupent actuellement

mon pays.

En effet, les quantités de riz,
de farine et d'huile gue Vous venez de
nous accorder dans le cadre du PL 480,
au titre de 1l'année 1975 constituent
pour nousgun appoint trés appréciable
pour la solution des problémes alimen-

taires de notre Peuple.

Depuis plus de deux ans, mon
Gouvernement a entrepris un vaste pro-

- gramme de production de denrées alimen-
taires. Mais les résultats attendus d'ici
la fin de 1l'année 1976 ne permettent guére
de faire face efficacement aux besoins
alimentaires de toute la populatioé. Nous
avons rencontré en effet d'é&normes diffi—
cultés inhérentes aux aléas de la nature,

telles que la sécheresse et des maladies

végétales.

coi/ e
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C'est pourquoi, j'ai i'hon-
neur d'attirer Votre haute aitention
sur la nécessité urgente pour .aous d'ob-
tenir une certaine quantité de la.t et
d'arachide dans le cadre du Programme
Complémentaire déposé au titr: de l'année

1975.

C'est pourquoi également'que
je souhaiterais que le Programme P7. 480
pour l'Exercice 1976 déja déposé soit
examiné par Votre Gouvernement le plus
t6t possible pour nous éviter toute rup-
ture dans le ravitaillement régulier de

la population en denrées alimentaires.

Excellences, Monsieur le Pré-
sident, c'est l'occasion pour moi de
rappeler que mon pays, depuis son acces-

sion 3 la souveraineté& nationale a béné-

ficié de l'aide et de 1l'appui constants

oo/ vnn
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des Etats-Unis d'Amérique pour la con-
solidation ‘de son Indépendance et de sa

Liberté.

Une fois de plus, je tiens 3
remercier Votre grand pays pour cette
haute et constante compréhension a 1'é-

gard de la République de Guinée.

Veuillez agréer, Excellence
Monsieur le Président, l'assurance de

ma haute considération.
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.7 REPUBLIC OF GUINEA S |
" OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Conakry, April 21, 1975
.';Exceilency and ﬁ;ar Friend: | - .
| ~ Since the 1aunching of our FiQe—Yeaf Plan (19?3~1978), the efforts
_ of oufufarty andfour Government have been concentrated on agriculture
Wifh a view to‘endopfaging modern farming methods through increasingly
écceleratéd mechanization., The reéults obtained are very heartening
aﬁa we believelthaﬁ in the hear future we shall be able to meet our
beople's needs. ;_ |
However,nif mﬁsﬁ ﬁe_reéégnized that:oné of the paradoxes of our age
f'riies in the food shortagé wﬁich mankind is'experiencing. For éur pért;

- we are aware of the immense efforts on the paft.of the United States

(9 oy : .
aGovEEnmen%‘ whicbnhas always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome
U) 5 (/) )
o th'food Qroblemsj
: 'I-!)- OZL’ .
'j&» We Lake p]gasure in emphasizing. on this occasion the valuable and
Q_/"' Ll

(¥ )
abundaan3331stagce given by the people and the Government of the United

Q.
LR

n
States €q the Gﬁinean people since its accession to full national sovereignty

P

on October 2, 1958.

Iis Excellency
Cerald Ford, :
Prcsidan of the United States of America, -
Washington. : }
1/\: i

+
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Although the achievements of our people and our Government in the
field of agriculture give us good reason to hope to be able to alleviate,
in the neaf future, the great food shortége which we are currently
facing, you will easily understand the full importance which the Republic
of Guinea attaches to your country's Qaluable and inestimable assistance,

For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Drame,
our Minister of Plané and Statistics, and tﬁe delegation which he heads,
to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people,
and to thank you in advance éor whatever you may do for tHe success of
our Delegation's mission. | |

Accept, Excellenéy and Dear Friend, the expression of-our high con-

sideration,

[Signature]
Ahmed Sékou Touré

[Republic of Guinea stamp]
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to President from Guinean
President Sekou Toure

The Guinean Embassy delivered to the Department
on April 24 the attached letter to President Ford
from Guinean President Sekou Toure. The letter
explains current Guinean efforts to increase food
production. It also discusses Guinea's present food
deficit and requests US assistance. The letter
introduces Alioune Drame, Guinea's Minister of Plans
and Statistics, who arrived here April 24 to discuss
Guinea's food situation with State and AID officials.

The attached letter is suggested in reply.

ol

Attachments:

1. Suggested reply
2. Letter from President
Toure, April 21
. 3. Translation of letter
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Minister Drame employed in describing the bilateral
relations between Guinea and the United States.

| May I take this opportunity to commend to you
our new Ambassador to Guinea, William C. Harrop, who
has just arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties.
Mr. Harrop is a distinguished career diplomat in
whom I place the highest personal confidence.

Sincerely

Gerald R. Ford
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REPUBLIC OF GUINEA ; ; }

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Conakry, April 21, 1975
Excellency and Dear Friend:

Since the launching of our Five-Year Plan (1973-1978), the efforts
of our Party and our Govermment have been concentrated on agriculture
with a view to encouraging modern farming methods through increasingly
accelerated mechanization. The results obtained are very heartening
and we believe that in the near future we shall be able to meet our
people's needs.

However, it must be recognized that one of the paradoxes of our age
lies in the food shortage which mankind is experiencing. For our part,
we are aware of the immense efforts on the part of the United States

(W) (\J
Govg?nmeﬁf} which has always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome

S N

‘-: & -~ (451
.G >
ugégfood:groblemg?
= i oI

We tske pi%Ebure in emphasizing on this occasion the valuable and
7Y =

i

L f Lid . .
abyndanti;assistafjce given by the people and the Government of the United

S X [

iy (4%
States €Q the Gfrinean people since its accession to full national sovereignty

on October 2, 1958.

His Excellency
Gerald Ford,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, LwX)~//
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Although the achievements of bur people and our Government in the
field of agriculture give us good reason to hope to be able to alleviate,
in the near future, the great food shortage which we are currently
facing, you will easily understand the full importance which the Republic
of Guinea attaches to your country's valuable and inestimable assistance.

For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Drame,
our Minister of Plans and Statistics, and the delegation which he heads,
to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people,
and to thank you in advance for whatever you may do for the success of
our Delegation's mission.

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the expression of our high con-

sideration.

[Signature]
Ahmed Sékou Touré

[Republic of Guinea stamp]
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A Bravail - Justice - Solidarité

REPUBLIQUE
DE . -
GUINEE . _ CONAKRY, LE £ | BVR 157%
o o "« . \-‘ 315

Re Drésident S , j? f J

ACTION

is assigned to

EXCELLENCE ET CHER AMI, EF

Depuis le lancement de notre Plan Quinquenal
(1973-1978), les efforts de notre Parti et de notre Gouverne-

ment sont essentiellement orientés vers l'agriculture en vue

T

d'impulser des méthodes modernes de culture par une mécanisa-
tion de plus en plus poussée, Ies résultats obtenus sont tras
encourageants et nous pensons pouvoir, dans un proche avenir,

subvenir aux besoins de nos populations,

Il faut, cependant, recenﬁaitm que 1'un des
paradoxes de notre époque réside dans la crise alimentaire que
1thumanité traverse, Nous n'ignorons pas quant & nous les
immenses efforts déployés par le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis -
: qui%. toujours aidé la République de Guinée & surmonter ses
L i dlfﬁcultés dans le domaine alimentaire,

= Il nous plait de souligner & cette occasion

i 1'atde précieuse et qualitative faite par le Peuple et le

" Gouvernement des Etats-Unis su Peuple Guinéen depuis son acces-
sion & la pleine souveraineté nationale, le 2 OCTOBRE 1958,

Bien que les efforts fournis par notre Peuple et
notre Gouvernement dans le domaine de l'agriculture nous

donnent d*immenses raisons d'espérer pouvoir pallier, dans un

A S.,E. MONSIEUR
GERALD FORD, PRESIDENT DES
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE

- WASHINGTON -

P /\
/
g
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proche avenir au grand défieit alimentaire auquel nous
faisons présentement face, Vous comprendrez aisément,
Bxcellence et Cher Ami, toute l'importance que la Républi-
que de Guinée attache & l'aide précieuse et inestimable

de Votre Pays,

C'est pourquoi, nous avons décidé de dép8-
cher auprés de Votre Excellence notre Ministre du Plan
et de la Statistique, notre Frére ALIOUNE DRAME et la
délégation qu'il conduit pour exprimer & Vous-Méme et au
Peuple Américain Ami toute l'expression de notre profonde
gratitude et pour remercier d'avance, Votre Excellence,
de tout ce qu'Elle voudra faire pour la réussite, de la

Mission de notre Délégation,

Veuillez eroire, Excellence et Cher Ami; 2
l'expression de notre haute considération,-

AT

B
FIE 5‘:! \
T, T

~

5 _m/\/ AHMED SEKOY TOURE
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. President:

I greatly appreciate your letter of April 21 describing
the efforts which you and your country are making to

improve agricultural production. We wish you every
success as Guinea strives to achleve self-sufficiency
in the production of food.

We are mindful of the present ,féyod shortages you are
experiencing and are gratified to be able to assist you
where we can.

My Government is pleased to receive delegations from
Guinea as we seek to improve further the friendly rela-
tions which exist between our two countries. We also
appreciate the kind words with which Minister Drame
described the bilateral relations between Guinea and
the United States.

May I take this opportunity to commend to you our new
Ambassador to Guinea, William C. Harrop, who has
just arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties.

Mr. Harrop is a distinguished career diplomat in whom
I place the highest personal confidence.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Ahmed Sekou Toure

President of The Republic of Guinea
Conakry

Y%
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Conakry to assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop
is a distinguished career diplomat in whom I place
the highest personal confidence.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Ahmed Sekou Toure

President of The Republic of Guinea
Conakry
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 6, 1976

Dear Mr. President:

I very much appreciate your letter extending warm
wishes for the success of our Bicentennial and
expressing the gratitude of the people of Guinea

to the American people for United States food as-
sistance, which was brought to Washington by Min-
ister Drame. -

The recent visit of the USS Capodanno to Conakry
as a part of our Bicentennial activities provided
a special opportunity to emphasize the U.S. de-

sire to improve our mutually beneficial relations.

Q. 9A

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Ahmed Sekou Toure,
President of the Republic of Guinea, s
Conakry.
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TOE TRESIDENT HAS SEEN..cam PR /\m
MEMORANDUM ‘
THE WHITE HOUSE 3940
WASHINGTON
ACTION
August 2, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Brent Scowcroft @
SUBJECT: Proposed Reply to Republic of
Guinea President Ahmed Sekou
Toure

On April 27 Guinea's Minister of Plans, Alioune Drame, de-
livered to the Department of State a letter addressed to you
from the President of Guinea expressing gratitude for U.S.
food assistance and extending Bicentennial best wishes (Tab B).
The letter also served as an introduction for Minister Drame
who was in Washington for the purpose of discussing Guinea's
food situation.

At the time of the letter's receipt, the State Department was
engaged in a sensitive and protracted effort to use the leverage
of food aid to help weaken Guinean ties with the Soviet Union.
State delayed a reply, planning to use this channel as a vehicle
for such an initiative. Unfortunately, these efforts were not
successful. Accordingly, State now proposes a pro-forma re-
sponse.

The proposed reply (Tab A) acknowledges the Guinean President's

expression of appreciation and Bicentennial greetings. Robert

Hartmann has cleared the text of the proposed letter. Milt Mitler
also approves.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the letter to President Toure at Tab A.
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REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

""\

The President

Excelleney and Dear Friend:

In introducing to you Comrade Alioune Drame, Minister of Planmning
and Statistics, we express to you our great satisfaction at the eXcel;
lent relations of friendship,and cooperation which our two Governments
have succeeded in esteblishing between the peoples of the United States
of America and the Republic of Guinea;

This is also an opportunity for us to express our sincefe apprecia-
tion for the aid given by the people ef the United States to the people
of Guinea since our country's accession to independence. We express to
you all our gratitude for it and hope that our relations will constantly
continue to grow étronger.

Furthermore, we know that the people of the United States are engaged
in solemn and fervent celebration of the Bicentennial of your country's
independence. We convey to it as well as to Your Excellency our warm

wishes for its success.

His Excellency
Gerald Ford,
President of the
United States of America,
Washington.
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Despite your work schedule, which we know to bé very heavy, we hope
that Your Excellency will do Cémrade Alioune Drame the honor of receiving
him, He will then be able to-express to you on our behalf the wishes for
vigorous health that we convey to Your Excellency, for prosperity, and
for continued progress by the people of the United States,
Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the assurances of our vefy high

consideration.

Signature
[Sign ] [Presidential stamp]

Ahmed Sékou Touré
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA IN THE UNITED STATES
2112 LEROY PLACE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

Washington, April 23, 1976

The Embassy of the Republic of Guinea at Washington presents its
compliments to the Department of State and has the honor to bring to
its attention the contents of the message of April 22, 1976 of His
Excellency Moussa Diakite, Member of the National Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the State Party, Minister of the Interior
Domain and Justice, and Chairman of the State Committee for Cooperation

with the Countries of America.

Quote:
To: The Ambassador of the Republic of Guinea at Washington, D.C.

We have the honor to inform you that today, April 22, 1976, we
signed at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the Agreement on PL 480,
Fiscal Year 1976, concluded between the United States Government and
the Republic of Guinea. The Guinean Govermment has also decided to
send a team to Washington to negotiate with the United States Govermment
the additional supply of foodstuffs under Titles I and II. This Delega-
tion, which will be led by Mr. Alioune Drame, Member of the State Commit-

tee and Minister of Planning and Statistics, and will include Messrs.
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Habib Bah, Daouda Kourouma, and Mountaga Keita, respectively Ambassador
of the Republic of Guinea at Washington, Director General, ALIMAG, and
AID Division Director at the State Committee, will depart Conakry on
Friday, April 23 via Sabena flight No. SN 547 for Washington where it
is scheduled to arrive on Sunday, April 25, 1976.

We request you to advise the American Govermment authorities and to
arrange the meeting for the successful accomplishment of the talks and

the mission.

Unquote.

(s) Moussa Diakite

The Embassy of the Republic of Guinea would appreciate whatever
steps the Department of State may take to facilitate the Delegation's
work and help make its mission a success.

[Complimentary close]

[Embassy stamp]
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-

CONAKRY, LE.....coeeemeen

Lo Prescderd
EXCELLENCE ET CHER AMI,

En introduisant auprés de Votre Excellence
le Camarade ALIOUNE DRAME, Ministre du Plan et de la Statis-
tique, nous Vous exprimons notre grande satisfaction quant
aux ekcellentes relations d'amitié et de coopération que nos
deux Gouvernements sont parvenus a nouer entre les Peuples

des Etats-Unis d' Anérique et de la /RBEpublique de Guinée.

C'est également pour nous l1l'occasion
d'exprimer notre appréciation sinceére pour 1'aide apportée
par le Peuple Américain au Peuple Guinéen, depuis 1l'accession
de notre pays & 1'indépendmnce. Nous Vous en exprimons toute
notre reconnaissance et souhaitons gque ces relations aillent

se renforgant sans cesse.

Par ailleurs, nous savons que le Peuple
Américain s'appréte a féter solennellement dans la ferveur \\\
le Bicentenaire de la proclamation de 1'indépendance de Votre

1
:
¥
H
s i

pays. Nous lui formulons, ainsi gqu’a l'endroit de Votre 7

Excellence, nos vifs souhaits de réussite. v

Malgré Votre programme de travail, que nous
savons trés chargé, nous espérons gue Votre Excellence fera
honneur au camarade ALIOUNE DRAME en le recevant. Il aura
alors a Vous exprimer de notre part, les voeux de vigoureuss
santé gque nous formulons & l'endroit de Votre Excellence, de

prospérité et de progreés continu pour le Peuple Américain ami.

A SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR GERALD FORD,
PRESIDENT DES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE

-s- WASHINGTON -=- srvel ons
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Nous Vous prions, Excellence et Cher Ami,

d'accepter les assurances de notre trés haute considération.-

AHMED SEKOU TOURE
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1 have again blasted 3tate
(6/5) for the delay in informing
us of the Sekou Toure letter and
they have pled mea culpa.

buck Lorg has confirmed to
all Ztate hureaus, in response
to our earlier complaints, the
necessity for sending copies of
letters to the President from
foreign leaders immediatelx to
the Thite House, with recommenda -

tions as to response to f

. low,
if necessary,
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MEMORANDUM ,
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3940

UNCLASSIFIED ACTION

July 22, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT /
FROM: Roger Hhrtison
SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence: Proposed

Reply to Letter from President Ahmed
Sekou Toure of the Republic of Guinea

The attached self-explanatory memorandum to the President

forwards a reply to the letter from the President of Guinea delivered
to the Department of State on April 27 (Tab B). President Toure's
letter expresses satisfaction over friendly U.S. -Guinean relations,
thanks the United States for food assistance, and extends best

wishes on the occasion of the Bicentennial. The letter also

served to introduce Minister of Plans, Alioune Drame, who

visited Washington for the purpose of discussing Guinea's food
situation.

State delayed a response to the Toure letter while pursuing a
strategy of using the possibility of additional food aid as leverage
to induce Guinea to loosen ties with the Soviets. This strategy
was based on the relationship of the letter with the visit of Min-
ister Drame, who was here to negotiate the food assistance in-
crease. State did not inform us that the letter had been received.

e et eseertn e - -

Robert Hartmann has cleared the text of the proposed letter (Tab A).

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab 1.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
July 22, 1976

TO: J W.  DAVIS

FROM: ROGER HARRISON
SUBJECT: Delay in Responding to President
of Guinea

State has given me more detail on the reason
for the delay in responding to President Toure.
According to State, the letter and the visit
of Minister of Plans, Drame, were both re-
lated to the sensitive negotiations which State
had undertaken to persuade Toure to turn
away from the Soviets for food aid. Accord-
ingly, State feels that the action was legiti-
mate, and that Toure, who knew what was
afoot, will not be insulted by the delay in
responding.

Of course, there is still no explanation
offered -- or possible -- as to why State
did not forward the letter to us initially,
along with an explanation of why the response
was being delayed.
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294t
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

July 7, 1976

-CONEIDENP I A

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Letter to President Ford from Republic
of Guinea President Sekou Toure

Guinea's Minister of Plans Alioune Drame de-
livered to the Department on April 27 the attached
letter to President Ford from Guinean President Sekou
Toure. The letter expresses satisfaction over friendly
US-Guinean relations, thanks the US for food assistance,
and extends best wishes on the Bicentennial. The letter
introduces Minister Drame, who visited Washington to
discuss Guinea's food situation.

The suggested reply acknowledges the Guinean
President's expression of appreciation, and his Bi-
centennial greetings. We do not wish to do more than
acknowledge President Toure's letter. The object of
the Drame mission was to secure additional PL-480 com-
modities from the US, in excess of amounts specified
in an agreement signed in Conakry on April 21. We do
not believe a positive reply to the request for ad-
ditional aid is appropriate at this time. We also
wish to discourage the dispatch of special missions
to Washington to seek aid additional to that agreed
upon in negotiations between our Embassy and the
Government of Guinea in Conakry.

We delayed replying to Toure's letter during an
attempt to use the possibility of additional food aid
as leverage to induce Guinea to loosen its military

. oDS
aq 2i5 )01

—
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cooperation with the Soviet Union. The resumption
of military reconnaissance flights by Soviet air-
craft from Conakry's airport makes it clear this

strategy has been unsuccessjul.
\ Ot
e T

\Gfk/George S. Springsteen
\ Executive Secretary

i
1

Attachments:

1. Suggested reply.

2. Letter from President Toure,
undated.

3. Translation of letter.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

July 15, 1976

TO: DOUG SMITH

FROM: ROGER HARRISON

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to
Letter from President

Ahmed Sekou Toure of
Guinea

For your clearance.




Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

SUGGESTED LETTER

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept my gratitude and that of the American people
for the kind wo rds of appreciation for United States food as-
sistance expressed in your letter brought to Washington by
Minister Drame.

I appreciate your warm wishes for the success of our
Bicentennial. The recent visit of the USS Capodanno to Conakry
as a part of our Bicentennial activities provided a special op-

,/“ portunity to emphasize the U.S. desire to improve our mutually

beneficial relations.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford

His Excellency
Ahmed Sekou Toure,
President of the
Republic of Guinea,
Conakry,
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SUGGESTED LETTER

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept my thanks, on behalf of the
American people, for the kind words of appreciation
for United States food assistance expressed in your
letter brought to Washington by Minister Drame.

3ﬂeiappreciate your warm wishes for the success
of our Bicentennial. The recent visit of the Uss
Capodanno to Conakry as a part of our Bicentennial
activities provided a special opportunity to em-
phasize the U.S. desire to improve our mutually
beneficial relations.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford

His Excellency
Ahmed Sekou Toure,
President of the
Republic of Guinea.

Department of State
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