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TH~RE FOLLO~& THE T~Xt OF A LETTER FR~M ChAIRMl~ ACHEA~PONG To 
PRESIDE~T FORO, DATEO JANUARY O, DELIVERED JANUA~Y Y, 
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THE STRUGGLE FOR Af'RtCAN FREEDOM ANO INIJEF'ENOE.t'JCE HAS BEEN.· . •: .... : ,. '· i· : 
WA,GEO T.NTENSf.!. Y SIN.CE Tt1~ E!'iD OF THE 5EcOtW WORL.l' WAR • Iff TnlS .. ; .. • , 
Sf~UGGLtr WHATEVER HER PARTICULAR O~JtCTIVES, THE SOVlET uNION -~A~ . ~ 

· COUSISTENTl..Y TENDEReD HER MORAl. AND t,ATE~lAI. SIJPPORl'a Wf tU·VE .. · ; . :,. 
UNr)t.RStOOG TH~ IHSTORICAL FA('!TOHS THAT liAVE MAtif: tT POSSI&L,i::. FOR iHE. ·. ,,~,· 
SOVIr.:T lii>JlOt'-4 TO OFf.t:.R SUCh SUPPORi. BY THf. S4ME TOKEN ~'E. f-1/\VE ltNOER-. · __ 
STOOD THE CON5TRAl~TS, ~ARGELY B•SED OM HER ALLI~NCE WITH T~E COLONr~ 
L 
f'O~EP.S, THI,T 11A.O PRC:Vr:"'TEO iHE UNITErJ STATES FROM GIVING ACTIVE. 
SUPPORT TO THIS STRUGGLE~ Y~T WE HAVE A!.L A~ONG ~LSU RECOGNlSEO. 
THAT At~e!UCA 'S F<EVDL.tlTIO~IARY .• .ANTECEDENTS MAKE HER PC:OPt.E . . 
syr:Pt..THI7.~.R~ OF OlJR CAUSE AND NATURAL Al.l.tES Of THE Afr-nc~N 
PE0Pt.E 1 

AS A GOLOBAL PDHER I FULLY APPRECIATE THE CONCERN OF THE UNlTEn . 
STATES ~!TH EVFNTS IN AF~lCA, AS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLU, , 
THUS WE CONSIDER YOUR ANXIETY OVER THE U~STABlE SITUATION Ih 
ANGOLA AS LEGITIMATE. GHANA HDWEVE~ DOES NOT SHARE YOUR · 
CONCLUSION THAT THE SOVIET UWIONIN CO•OPERATJOM WITH CUBA ~ 
ARE TRYING TO IMPOS~ A GOVERNMENT ON THE PEOP!.E OF ANGOLA 
BY FORCE OF ARMS, 

BOTH THE SDVI~T tiNJON AND CUBA HAVE BEEN H.El.,PING THE 
F~EEOOM FIG~TERS OF ANGOLA lN THElR LI!~qATION STRUGGL~ AGAINST THE 
PORT~~UE~E FASCISTS FUR A VERY ~ONG TIME, AND GNANA A& A MEMBfR 
OF THE OAW ~IBEAATION COMMITTEE, HAD ADVDCATEO FOR AND SANCTIONE~ 
THIS SUPPORT. IT HOULO WtiTHER BE JUST, CO~~~CT~ ·~o~ CASY FOR US 
TO LABLE SUCH SUPPORT lDDAY AS INTEHVE~TION. HOWEVER, TH!S 
MUST NOT SE TAKEN TO MEAN OUR DEPARTURE FROM A CA~OINAL 
FaRElGN POLlCY PD~!TION ThlT NO FOR~lGN TROOPS MU~T 
REMAIN ON AFRICAN SOil.. IT IS OUR VI!W, A VlEH M~OE MA~IFESTLY 
C~EAR TO THE GOVf~NMENTAL O~LtGATl~N OF THE MPLA wHICH V!SITEO 
G~ANA RECENTLY, THAT AS SPEEDILY AS PRACTlCtBLE ~UCH FORtiG~ 
PRESENCE MUST OE REMDVEO FPOr1 ANGOLA. IT lS EQUALLY CU~ POS!TrnN, 
AI.SO MADE CI.EtP TO THl GOVERIIM~NT OF ~N~OLAt THAT ~0 PtRVASiVE 
FOREIGN INFLU~NCE SHOULD 8E ALLOWEn IN THE TfRRITORY NO~ SH~U~n 
s,r~',\TCt~tc ~AClLIT!~::; uF !t~Y I'H~o ~:E PC.;{MITH:.n A r-o~:c:.tttt.! 
POila:7, ~INC! lf-1 1 S \'~tlUL 0 i~-t~ Hll ,..; IC t.l. TO l Hl. HI TERf ~ T rtF f. f t< I C; Is 
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A~ A WHOLE ANO OFFER TEMPTATION TO OTHERS TO CCUNTEP.SUCH 
PREFER'~t.NT, 

AS YOU AR! AWAqE, GHANA HAS DONE HER BE5T IN SUPPORT OF TH€ 
CAll 3PCt~sont:o EFFORTS TO ~R HlG THE ~I AHR lNG f /1C T IONS IN AN~Ol. A 
TOGETHER~ THAT THIS HAS·NOT Bf~N POSSl~l.E UNTIL NOW HAS NOT BEEN _ 
FOR WANT OF EFFORT OR GOOOHlLl., BUT OUR OWN ~ISTOR!C·~ EXP~RIE~CE,· · 
Tl'iE EXPt::RIENC!-~ Of OTHL":R ~F~IC~.N CIJl!NTR!f.S AhL~ 111F. PRE~E":~C:: Hl HiC: 
A:'!Gul.A.~·! &lTU!IT!OH OF RECOL~NIZAl'LE A_CilTE OIVISIVC: F'f1CTORS. ri!VF. M·O~ 
IT C\.f:'6k TO lJ~ THAT IT ~OULO liE FU7ILE TO CuNT~NlJE ·ro HuPC. 
F'OR A COAL.ITION GOVE~NI~aNi OF EUOI<.l.S !)~AWN FRO~~ THE MPLA, FNLA 
ANn U~IT~, FU~THERMOR! 1 IT HAS AN U~TENABL~ POsiTION 
TO M~I~T~IN THAT A SOVEREIGN STATE OF ~NGULA fXISTEU BUT ~!TH-
OU-T II Rt;CC·GN!Zfii.H.t GOVF.:l~t-J~·.fNT. lN 'rHE CI~CU!ISTA.r.:Cf.r A~W ~F'Tf:R A Vt.P.'f 
ClREFUt. EVALUATION OF EVENT~, W~ CAKE TO TH~ CONCLUSION TH~T THE. 
ONLY WAY TO END THE FRATRICIDAL WAR ANO TC ~NCOuRAGE RAPID· 
R~CONC!LiATlON ~AS TO GIV~ G~ANAifi R~CO~NITION TC TH~T MOVEMENT 
HHICH, IN OU~ CONSIDERED OPINION, HAS HOST INCLINED TO PROMOTE 
THE INT~REST OF ALL ThE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, MA!NTA1h THE 
TERRITO~IAL INTEGRITY, INDEPENDENCE AND POLITICAL 
NEUTRALITY OF ANGOLAr ANO WHICH HAS BOTH THE CAPACITY TO ASSERT 
AUTHORITY OVER THE TERRITORY lNO O~MONSlRATE MAGNANIMITY IN . 
RECONCI~!NG WtTH TH~ OTHER MOVEME~TS. 
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AS FAR AS THE SOUTH lFRICAN 4GGRE~SION IS CONCERNED, GH~NA 
CAI\!NOT f\CCEPT FOR IIMO!-:ENT TH~ IDEA OF AI\Y Sr.illTH AFRICAN NA'\"IONA~ 
INit:R~ST IN TI·H:. INilf::~ENL'~~~T AND SOVt.f~F.IC•~~ i3Tfi.TE C"tf Afil;Q~A. IN 
THIS F.RA UF E:NLIGtiTf..NtiENT IT lS liNTtiif.;K.6.8LE. TO CONCt:IVt:: HHT 
THE TE~H!TORIAL rNTE~RITY OF ANOTHER STtTt C~l\ BE VIO~ATEU I~ SUCH 
A M·~NE~. APAkTrlElO SOUTH AFRICA HAS NO t~TtQ~8T TO 
SAFEGUARD IN ANGO~~ AND WE FIND IT UNTE~A~LE TO LINK SOVIET 
AND CU~4~ SUPPORT FOR THE CUNSO~!DAT!ON Of ANG~LA~ FREEUOH 
AND !NOEPE~OENCE WITH THE INVASION A~O AGG~ESSIOH STAGED ~y A 
N~TlON WliiCH IS THE lCCLAIMED FOE OF ALL AFHIC4, LET ME STATE 
VERY DELIBEHATELY THAT SOUTH AFRICA~S AGGRESSION IF NOT 
TE;M!N4TED IMMEDIATELY COULD LEAD TO ~ CONFKONTATION NXT~ TROOPS 
FROM INDEP~NOENT AFRICA. 

MR, rRESIOENTr ~RITING TO YOU AS A.FRXENO ~ND THE RESPEcT~O LEADER 
OF THt GR~&T UNlTfO STATESr I WUULO LIKE TO STRESS THAT NU AFkiC4N 
ST-TE MAS BECOME A SATELLITE OF ANOTHtR STATE UPON ATTAINMENT 
Of INQEPENO~NCE AND NO FOREIGN PO~ER CAN CLAIM TO HAVE ALL• 
PERY~SIVE INFLU~NCE OV~R ~NY IMDEPENnENT A~h!CAN BTATf, ThE 
HISTORILlL LESSON SMOU~~ bE CLE~RJ INDEPE~OENT AFRICA~ STATfS 
WOULn SE~K f~lrN~SHlP A~D CD•OP~RATIO~· FROM ALL QUAMTERS ~UT 
N G T S E ~ V 1 T 11.~. ':: • 1'1 l T ~ T 11 t S tJI-' 0 E ~ S T t N 0 I N G H~ EN , l W 0 U L 0 S U G G E:. S T 
THAT THE UNITEO ~T~T~S GOV~RNHENT SHDULo.NCT·~E OVERLY· . 

. . 
' 

lNF~U~~rfO ~Y·COLO W~R Ft~TORS ~S TO ~NT!riP~TF ~OVIET PREOOMIN~NCF. 
IN THE Nf~ ANGOLA, RATH~R, ITS RCLE S~OULO f~ TG SUP?OqT TH~ LF• 
GI'TI~'ATt. ANGf)LAi'! GOVl"KtJI'ItNT At.:r1 TO USE lT~ t;:i·10fH:nu~ tr.FL.lJt::~ce: . 
TOWARDS RECONCILIATION AND PEACE UNDER THE 6~NNER OF THE ~PLA. 
IF' !;!JCtl /1. CD!L-::J:; l S PVHSIJ£-J', I ,._H . Cc.fH A l 1'\ 'th6T t;0G"W IL.L. 

~~- . ·-r·r· ""',,. _ ___,_ \'- ~ •,.._~ ~{.! '"\ I 
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AND FRIENOSHIP WILL FORM THE B~SIS OF iNGOLAN~US R~LATIONS FOR 
A LO~G TIME TO CONE. AND THIS, BELIEVE ME, lS THE 
SI~CEREST WISH OF GHANA, 

YOU CAN RCGT AS5U~ED THAT OUR ~ECOG~ITION ~F THE MPL; GOVERN~ENT · 
IS NOT AN END ITSELF: THE GHANA D~LEGATION Tn THE ~AU SUMMIT 
MEETI~G CN ANGOLA WILL WORK lCTlVELV FOR A SOLUTION THtT 
NILL LEAD TO TH~ EVENTUAL REMOVAL OF ALL FOREIGN TROOP~ FkOM 
ANGULA, FOR THE INTtGRATION OF ALL FACTlONS INTO THE GOVEH~~ENT 
Of THE PfUP~EfS DfMOCRATIC REPU~LIC OF AN~DLA 1 AND fOR . 
PElCE IN T~AT TROUBLED LANO. 

' LET ~E REITERATf MY APPRECIATE OF YOUR THOUGHTFULNFSS IN 
OP£~ING UP SUCH CURRESPONOE~CE hiTH ML, ANO TO EXPR~SS THC TRUST 
THAT TH~OUGH SUCH EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, WHICh I kOPE WOU~O CONTINUE, 
WE H~U~D hE AJLE TO SERVE NOT ONLY TH~ INTEREST Of OUR 
P~OP~E ~UT C~NTHI~UT~ OUR 5HA~E lO ThE EVOLUTION FO A WORL~ OF 
PEACE, FRIENDSHIP, AND PROSPERITY, 

VOUHS SINCEREL.Y, 

COL. I.K~ ACHEAMPONG 
HEAO OF STATE AND CHAlRM~N OF 

THE SUPHEME MXLITAnY COUNClL 1 

• • 
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LlMIT!D OFFICIAL uSE ACCRA ~252 
PLEASE PASS SECRETARY'S PARTY 
MONROVIA FOR AM6A8SA00R SHIRLEY TEMPLE BLACK 
E, 01 1i6521 NIA 
TAGSI OVXP (Kl8Sl~GER, HENRY A1 ) GH 
IUBJI LETTER TO TME PAESIO!NT FROM ijfNERAL ACH!AMPONG 
R!Fl ACCRA 3251 " . 
FOLLOWING 18 TEXT OF ~!TT!R FROM GHANA HEAO DF STATE, G~NERAL 
ACHEAMPONG TO THE PRESlCENTl . 
QUOT!t CEAR MR, PREI%0ENT 1 
X MUST THANK YOU VERY SINCERELY POR YOUR LETTER OF 22N0 APRlLJ 
1878 1 STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE THEM PROJECTED VlltT OF 
OR, K%8SlNGER, YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE, TO GHANA ANO OTHE~ 
AfRICA~ COU~TRIES, . 
I HAO VERY MUCH LOCKED FORWARD TO THIS VISIT FIRST S!CAUSi OF THE 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY XT PRESENTED FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF OUR 
!%LATERAL RELATIONS ANO ALSO FOR THi CLARt,lCATXON OF TH! 
VIEWS ~F OUR TNO COUNTRIES, WHICH HAD OlFF!R!O ON OCCAI!ONS, 
ON THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRXCA, YOUR ~ETTER HAD INTRIGUED 
M! V!RV MUCH aECAUSE OF YOUR INTIMATION THAT THE VISIT OF-THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE WOULO MARK A NEW DEPARTURE tN TME AFRlCAN 
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES, YOUR REQUEST T~AT l GIVE (SIC) 
COUNSEL AND AOVlCE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS 
WAS D~! THAT I HAD INTENDED TO HONO~R.TO THE FULL, -
IT IS TMEREFORE TO ME PERSONALLY A MOST DISAPPOINTING OCCURRENCE 
T~AT I SHOU~O IN THE V!RY WEEK OF THE IMPENOlNG VISIT 8£ -
FORCED BY ILLNI88 TO PUT OFF ALL !NGAGEMENTS, DESPITE THIS 
FACT, X WAS HOPING THAT IT WOULD BE-POSSIBLE ~OR THE VISIT 
TO GD ON lN THE EXPECTATION THAT I WOULD ~! ST~ONG ENOUGH" 
IV TM! TIME THE SECRETARY OF STAT! ARRIVED TO AECElYE M!M 
PERSONALLY, UNFDRTU~ATELV, MY SITUATION WORSEN!O SOMEHOW AND 
ON THE 21TH OF APRI~, IT 8!CAME OBVIOUS TO ME THAT MY . 
EXPECTATIONS REGARCING MY HEALTH WERE MlSPLACEO, YOUR AM8AS8AOOR, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ·•WHSR COit!MENT * * * t t * * '* * * * t * t * 
ICOWCRCPT 1 HYLANC,MCFARLANE 1 HORAN 

RECAI..L!O 
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M~, PR!8%DENT, CANNOT DENY THE FACT THAT 1 HAVE NOT BEEN 
TO TH! OPPIC! SXNC! TH! !AlTER HOL10AYS 1 . 

IT WOULD HAY! BE!~ POSSIBLE TO ~ET THE ~%SIT GO ON ALL THE lAME 
10 THAT TH! SECR!TA~Y OF STATE COU~O 6! RlCllVED AND 
CX8CU8810NS H!LO WIT~ HXM AT A ~OWfR BUT APPROPRIATE ~EYE~, 
DISAPPOX~TlNG THOUGH TH%8 WOU~D HAY£ S!lN TO M! PERSONALLY, 
% HAO Si!N PREPARED TO ~!T TM! VISIT GO ON UND!R SUCH . . 
CIRCUMSTANC£8 1 . 

IXNC! THE TIME THE VXSXT TO GHANA BY OR, KISSINGER wAS ANNOUN9!D 1 
HOWEVER, THERE HAC SEEN MOUNTING PROTESTS IN CUR NEWSPAPERS 
AND W! HAO CDNTlN~ED TO RECEIVE INDXCATlO~S OF POSSI8~E PUBLIC 
CIMONSTRATlONI AGAINST THE SECRETARY OF STAT! AND DISRUPTION 
OF PU8LXC ORO!R, XT WAS FQ~ THESE REASONS THAT MY GOVERNMENT 
HAD NOT lTS!L' ANNOUNCED THf ACTUAL CATE OF TH! VISIT AND 'THE 
PRO;R4MM! THAT MAC SEEN O~AWN UP BUT WAS •AITlNG FOR THE 
LAST OSII6~! OPPOMTUN!TY TO MAKE THEM PUSLlC 1 W! ~eRe 
CONVXNC!O THAT W! COU~D CONTAIN SUCH PUBLIC OE~QNSTRATIONS 
!YEN THOUGH THEY ~0UL0 HAVE BEEN £M8ARRASS%NG TO SOTM OUR 
TWO GOVERNMENTS ANO TO T~E SECRETARY OF STAT!, IV LATE MORNlN~ 
OF THE 27TH OF AP~lL1 HOWEVER, I RECEIVED A ~!PORT ON THE . . 
S!CUHITY SITUATION CONNECTED WITH TriE V!SlT WHICH lNClCATEO 
RAPXO nET!RlDRATlON AND WHICH CONVINCED ME THAT lN QROIR TO 
ENIU~E THE SECURITY 0~· THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND TQ MAiNTAIN 
PUS~lC ORDER DURING Hll VISIT, STRONG DETACHMENTS OF RIOT 
POLXC! ANC OTHER S!CUR1TY PERSONNEL WOULD HAY! HAD TO 8E 
BROUGHT IN 'ROM THE REGIONS TO REINFORCE TH£ CONTINGENTS IN 
ACCRA. TM! TIME WAS TOO SHCRT TO TA~E ANY.SUCH ACTION, ~y·· 
'RESI~~cE ON TH! SC!i'l! WOU~O HAVE CERTA!NL. Y ,_!MOVED ANY POSJ%81.! 
IMBA~ AliMENT TO OUR TWO GOVERNMINTI, aUT I WAS NOT AROONO• . . 
THE H rHIR &RlM IMPRESSION THAT ANY.INClOENTS MIGHT HAY! GIVEN 
TO TMt VlS!T ~AS CNi I FE~T COU~D NOT BE JUSTIFXE0 1 -

XT wA~ THIS CO~i%NAT%0N OF, FlRST~Y, MV OwN INABl~ITY TO 
R!C!X 1 THE SECRETARY OF STATE PERSONALLY 8ECAUS! I WAI 
INDIS~aS!D, ANC TO HONOUR YOU THROUiH HXM IN TH! l.iiHT QF THE 
CONT!NT8 OF VCUM I.ETT!RJ ANO, S!CONO~Y, THE V!X!O SECURITY 
IITUATtON WHICH BECAUSE OF MY ASS!NC! 'ROM TM! SCENE ~OSEb 
A IERIOUI PROSI.iM THAT OICTATED THE-MOST REGR!TTAB~! - ~ 
D!PJIIO!'i TO CA~t.· OFF THE VISIT~ 
MR, PR!IlDENT 1 YOU SHOUI.O BE MORE AWARE THAN ANY OTHER, THAT 
TH! GOVERNMENT OF GHANA CANNOT BE SUBJECTED TO PRESIUA!S PROM 
ANY ~ORE!GN QUARTER, AND W!RE THIS !Y£N POSSlS~i, T~! Bll.jTIRAL 
RELATION! B!TWE!N GMANA ANO THE UNITED STATES ARE SUCH 1HAT-
WE ~OULD NOT COUNTINANC! INTERFERENCE BY ANY THIRD STAT&~ THE 
IP!CU~ATIONS THAT P~IISURES FROM FO~!lGN SOURC!I ~ER! ElTHER 
THE MA!N REASONS OR ~CAMEO PART OF THE REASONS FOR THE CANCIL~AT~ 
XCN OF T~E GHANA VISIT ARE TOTA~LV UNFOUNDED, - . 
BELIEVE ME WHEN l SAY THAT THE O!Cl$l0N TO CANCE~ THE VISIT 
WAS NOT TAKiN ~lGHTI.V AND THAT lT WAS ONE OF QFFXCXAL ACTlONS 
THAT I HAVE TAKE~ ~ITH GREAT R!~UCTANCE• HOWEVER, 1 BEL!!YE 

R!CAL~ED 
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XT TO &! 1~ TMf S!8T INTEREST OF GHANA~AMERlCAN RE~ATlONS FOR 
IUCM A D!Cl8%0N TO oE TAKEN, HOW!YER. OISTAST!FU~ IT WAS TO ME 
P!R80NA~~y ANO MY CO~~!AGUBS IN THE GOVERNMENT 0~ GHANA, 
X KNOW TH! iREAT E~FORTS WHICH YOUR A8~E ANO MARO•WOAKING 
AMIAISADOR TO GHANA, M~S~ SHIR~!V TEMP~! I~ACK 1 WHOSE PRESENCE 
lN ~MANA X P!RSONA~~y, AND AL~ MY COLLEAGUeS OF TM! GOVeRAMENT 
OF ·~E SUPREME MXLtTARY COUNC1~ VA~U!O CS%C) VERY MUCH, . -
HAD ~AD! TO INSURE TH~ SUCCESS OF TAE V1SXT OF THE SECRETARY 0, STATE~ X COU~O THE~E~ORE IMAGINE HER P!R80NA~ OZSAPP0%NTMENT 
AT TH! SUDDEN TURN OF EVENTS ANO X WOULO ~AVE VERY MUCH 
WISHED TO B! ABLE TO TALK TO HER ~IRSONAL~Y AND EXPLAIN TH! 
CI~CUMSTANC!8 1 AS X HAVC ~EARNED THAT SHE HAS A~R!ADY LIPT 
FOR CONSULTATIONS ~ITH HER GOVERNMENT, I SHOU~O 8E GRATC,Q~ 
I, MY ~!ASSURANCES COULO BE CONVIV!O TO HER, I ~!RSONA~'y 
LOOK FORWARD TO SE!INa,H!R SOON lN GHANA wH~R! SHE %8 4~WAYS 
SUR! 0~ A WARM ~~~COM!• . 
J HAVE lNSTAUCTIO MY AMSASSAOOR TO THE UNITED STlT£8 1 HlS 
EXC£LLENCY MR, S,e, QUARM, WHO MAD 8!EN C.LL!O MOM! TO .SIJIT 
WITH THE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE VJS!T, TO RETURN TO WASHXNGT0N­
IMM!D%AT!LV AND TO ,ERSONAL~Y HAND OVER THIS ~ETTER Tb fOU 
AND CONVey ~V HlGH!ST PERSONAL REGARDS A~O DEEPEST R!GAETI 
FOR ANY INCONVINXENC! AND EMBARRASSMENT THAT THE 
CANCELLATION OF THE VISIT MAS CAUSED TO YOU PERSONA~LY1 . 
THE SECRETARY OF ST•TE AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES~ 
WITH S!NTl~!NTS OF MY HIGHEST !ST!EM, . -
IXNCIR!~Y, 
(SIGN!O) 
9!NIMAL 11 K1 ACH!AM~ONG 
HIAO O' ITAT£ AND CHAIRMAN OF 
TH! SUPREME Ml~XTARY COUNC%~ 
~ITH APRIL 1918, 
UNQUOT! 1 
LlNEHA~o,! 
!T 
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