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THERE FOLLOWE THE TEXY UF A LETTER FRUM ChAXRMAN ACHEAMPONG TO
PRESTOERT FORD, OATES JANUARY 8, GELIVERED JANUARY 9,

Iy HFGPONSE TQ THE PRESINENT!S LETTER COMYRINED IN REFTEL,
ORIGINML BEIHE POUCKHEL JANUARY 10 70 5/ UNUER

RECISTRY WUMBER 1913537

RUATE)
DEAR MR, PRESIDEMT

IT 15 THOUGHYFUL OF YOU TG SWARE YOUR VIERS UM THE AMGOLAMN
SITUATYON WITH ME THROUGH YDU LETVER GF 3 JABMUARY, 5976 WKWICH
LirBas3sunRn LUTALLY TShPLE RLACK KINDLY PRESENTED TO NE,

?_f”_??UE§L! 9F THE VIEW THAT AT THIS €oITICVL JURCTURE In 2PN1CAN
BEFAGTRG wE SROUL. LO/VE WG ROON FOR BISUNLE-ITANSING OF Sux
REIPE-TIVE PGSETI?ﬂS; ANDIT 1S THUS RITH FHAMKEESS 4«40 Im &
SPIRLT oF FRIeNRSIIp LNU COmOPERATION THAT 1 0w PEESENT By
THOAURKYE ¥O YOU i wMIS T8CLE, 1T I8 MY FRRVESNT -HOFRE THAT {,“‘
Thi VIRLS ¥RIGH I OFFRR VLD wFIGHT VekY G9eeTLY »ITF YOU Y8/ 2
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E2d  THE FUTURE POLICIES AND CONDUCT OF THE umrr:o STATES oF %
o] ANERICAN IN AFRICA, - y . &
E "1 THE STRUGGLE FOR AFRICAN FRLEDON AND INUCPENDE“CE HAS BEEN. --3.):-5;’ﬁ
E- ] WAGED IWTENSELY SINCE THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR, IN THIS, L
7 STRUGLLE, WHATEVER HER PARTICULAR QBJECTIVES, THE SOVIET uNiIOn. HAb
§k -COHSISTENTLY TENDERED HER MORAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT, WE HAVE = .
;fz UNNERSTONG THE MISTORICAL FACTORS THAT WAVE MADE 1T POSSISLE FOR THE'
(ggg SOVIFT JUNION TO OFFER SUCH SUPPORY, BY THE SAME TGKEN WE HAVE (INDER~
130 8T00D THE COMSTRAINTS, LARGELY BASED GN HER ALLIANCE WITH ThE COLONIA
=3 |
é{g‘ FOYERS, THAT MAD PREVENTED THE UNITEN STATES FROM GIVING ACTIVE
E4 SUPFORT To THIS STRUGGLE, YEY WE WAVE ALL ALOGG ALSU KECOGHISED.
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THAT AFERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY ANTEGEDENTS MAKE HER PEQPLE
SYNPATHIZERS QF OUR CAUSE ANO NATURAL ALLIES (F THE AFRICAN
PEOPLt.

AS A GOLOSAL PAWER I FULLY APPRECIATE THE CONCERN OF THE UNITED
STATES WITH EVENTS IM AFR1CA, AS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLYD, .
THUS WE CUNSIDER YOUR ANXTETY OVER THE UNSTARLE SITUATION In
ANGOLa 43 LEGITIMATE. GHANA MOWEVER DOES NOT SMARE YOUR -
CONCLUSION THAT THE SOVIET UNIONIN CO=OPERATION WITH CUBA. i
ARE TRYING TO IMPOSE A GOVERNMENT ON THE PEGPLE OF ANGOLA

BY FORCE QF AKRMS, .

BOTH THE SOVIET UINION AND CUBA HAVE BE N RELPING THE
FREEPQM FIGRTERE OF A&NGOLA IM THEIR LIBERATION STRUGSLE AGAINST THE
PORTUSUESRE FASCI3TS FUR A VERY LONG TIME, AND GHANA 43 A MEMBER
OF THE CAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE, HAQ ADVOCATED FOR ANU SANCTIOVNERD
THIS SUPPORT, IT WOULD MEIYHER BE JUST, CORRECT, MOR CASY FOR US
T0 LAU‘E SUCH SUPPORT TODAY AS IMTERVENTIOM, KOREVER, THIS
KUST NCT BE TAKEW YO MEAN QOUR DEPARTURE FRAK A CARDIMAL
FURLTEN POLICY POSITIUN ThaT NO FUREIGN TROUPS MUST
REMAIN ON AFRICAN SOIL, IT IS QUR VIGW, 4 YIEw MADE MAMIFESTLY
CLEAR TO THE GOVEHNMENTAL DELEGATION OF THE. MPLA WHICH VISITED
GiHANA RECENTLY} THAT A§ SPEEDILY AS FRACTICLBLE SUCK FUREIGH
PRESEHCE MUST NE REMOVED FROM ANGULA, IT IS ERUALLY OUR POSITION,
ALEO MADE LLFtP TO THE GOVEREMENT OF ANGOLA, THAT NU PLRVASIVE
FOREIGN INFLUENCE SHOULG BE ALLOWEN IN THE TFRRITORY NOR SHUULD
STRATEWIC FACILITI®S UF sNY KIMU GE PERRITTED & FOHEIGH
Powen, SINCE TRIS VUULD A NIFICAL TO THL INTEREST NF aAFwrICh
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A A WHOLE ANG OFFER TEMPYATION TD OTKERS TO COUNTER SUCM
PREFERMENT,

&S YOU ARE AWARE, GHANA HAS DONE RER BEST IN SUPPORT OF THE
ol ach%o°E0 EFFORTS TO RRING THE WARRING FACTIONS IN ANGOLS
TG ETHER, THAY TRIS HAS NOT BEEN POS3IeLE UNTIL NOM HAS NOT BEEW _
FOR valit OF EFFQRT OR GUOOMILL, BUT OUR OwM WISTORICEL EXPERIEMCE, . -
THE EXPERIENCY OF QTHER AF®ICAN CUUNTRIES ARD THE PRESE.CE IN THE
ANGOL &M SLTUATION OF RECOGNIZABLE ACUTE QIVISIVE FACTORS NAVE MADE
IT CLE6k TO US THAT IT wOuLD BE FUTILE TQ CGNTINUE TO HLPE
FOR A COMLITION GOVERNMENT GF EQUALS DRAMN FROM THE MPLA, FNLA
AND UMITA, FURTHERGORE, T WAS An UNTENABLE POSITION
TO MAIMTAIM THAT A SUVEREIGN STATE OF aNGULA EXISTED BUT wITHe
OUT & RECCGNTZABLE GOVERMNENT, IN THE CIRCUNSTANGCE, AND AFTER A VERY
CaREFUI EVALUATION OF EVENTS, WE CARE 10 THt COMCLUSION THAT THE
ONLY WAY TO END THE FRATRICIOAL WAR AND TC ENCOURAGE KAPID: .
RECUMSTLLATION WAS TO GIVE GRANATS RECOGNITION YO THAT MOVEMENT
NHICH, IN QUR CONSINERED QPINION, WAS MOST IMCLINMNED TO PROHDTE
THE INTEREST UF ALL THE ANGCOLAN PEQPLE, MAINTAHIN THE _
TERRITURYAL INTEGRITY, INDEPENDENCE AND POLITICAL
NEUTRALITY OF ANGOLA, AND WHICH HAS BOTH THE CAPACITY YO ASSFRT

AUTHORITY OVER THE TERRITURY AND OREMONSTRATE NAGNANIMlTY IN
SECUNCIUNG NITH THE OTHER NOVEMENTS
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AS FAR AS THE SOUTH AFRICAN AGGRESSION I8 CONCRRNED, GHANA
CANNOY ACCERT FOR AMDWENY THE IGEA OF ANY SGUTH AFRICAN HAYTIONAL
INTEREST IM THE INDEFENURNT AND SOVEREIGN RTATE OF AWGOLA, IN
THIS £Ra UF ENLIGHTENHENT 1T 18 UNTHINKASLE YD CONCEIVE THAY

THE TEREYTORIAL TINTEGAITY OQF ANOTHER ST¢TH LAN BE VIOLATED IN SUCH
A MANNER, APARTHREID SQUTH AFRICA HAS NO INTEREST TO

SAFEGUARD IN ANGOLA AND WE FIND IT UNTENASLE TO LINK SOVIET

AND CUBaN SUPPORT FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF ANGALAN FREEGOHM

AND INDEPENDENCE WITH THE INVASION AND AGGRESSIOM STAGED BY A
MATION wHICRKR IS THE ACCLAIMED FOE OF ALL AFRICA, LET nE STATE
VERY DELIGERATVELY THRAT SOUTH AFRIGCA'S AGGRESSION IF NOT
TERMINATED IMMEDIATELY COULD LEAD YO A CONFHONTthON NITH TROOPS

T{] FROM INDEPENDENT AFRICA,

(E.0] MR, PRESIDENT, wRITING TC YOU A8 A FRIEND AND THE RESPECTED LEAUER -
3% OF rHe GREAT UNITED STAYES, I WOULD LIKE TU STRESS THAT NU AFRICAN
g _ o

STATE HA3 BECOME A SATELLITE OF ANOTHER STATE UPON ATTAINMENT

P 9F INDEPENDENCE AND NO FOKEIGN POKER CAN CLAIM TD WAVE ll=
E}{j PERYASIVE INFLUENCE OVER 4NY INOEPENDENT aSRICAN S8TATE, THE
§

HMISTORILAL (ESSON SMOULY HE CLEARy INDEFENMDENT AFRICAR STATES

(s WQULn SEFK FRIFNCASHIP AxD CO~OPERATION FROM ALl RUARTERS BUT

Fir] NOT SERVITU-C, KHITH THIS UNDERSTeNOING THEN, I KOULG SUGGEST

;i}; THAT THE UNITED «YATSS GOVARMMENT SHOULD .MOY »E OVERLY '
(oo INFLUENCED dY "COLD WAR FALOTORS A8 TQ sANTIRIBAYF RQVIET PRtnomluqucF
H&3 IN THE NCw AMGOLA, RATHER, ITS RCLE SMDULD #F Th SUPPORT THE F=

7] IF SUCH b COYURDE 1S PURSUEG, I &M CoRTALN TheT GOUOWILL o
o] : _ o tes $HE o ,'g.*?ﬁﬂ

& fyre ey I e e

K3V GITINATE ANGOLAN GOVERNAMENT AND TO USE IT5 £MORHOUS InFLULNCE

TOH4R09 RECONCILIATIGON AND PEACE UNDER THE BANNER OF THE kPLA,
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| &ND FRIENGSHIP WILL FGRM THE B4SIS OF XNGOLAN=US RrLATIONS FOR
=1 A LONG TIME TO CORE, AND THIS, BELIEVE KE, 15 ThE
SINCGEREST WISH OF GHANA

Vi gy
(N1 1 U

éj?. YOU Cakh RUGT ASSURED THAT DUR RECOGNITION AF THE MPLY GOVER\”ENT
0\ IS NOT AN END ITSFtF THE GHANA DELEGATION TO THE 0AU SUMKIT

3 MEETING ON ANGOLA %ILL AORK 2CTIVELY FCR A SOLUTION THeT

" MILL LE&D TO THE EVENTUAL REMOVAL OF ALL FOKREIGN TROUFS FrON

g;; AHGULA, FUR THE IKTEGRATION QF AlLL FACTIONS INTU THE GOvFHNpFNT
34 UF THe FFUPLE'YS DERMOCRATIC REPUBLIC Of ANGOLA, ANO FOR

PEACE IN THAT TROUBLED LANO,

it Qi s
Lok

I SRR Yl

LET M REITERATE MY &PPRECIATE OF YOUR THOUGHTFULNESS IN

OFZAING UP SUCH CURRESPUNDENCE WITH MEe AND TO EYPRESS THE TRUST
THAT THROUGH SUCH EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, MHICH Y KOPE WouLi CONTINUE,
WE HAULD b€ ABLE TO SERVE NOT ONLY THE INTEREST OF OQUR

FEGPLE oUT CUNTRIZUTE QUR SHARE 10 THE EVOLUTIUN FQ A WORLD GF
PEACE, FRIENDSHIP, AND PROSPERITY,

YOURS SINCERELY,
COL, I.K., ACHEAMPONG

. HEAD GF STATE AND CHAIRMAN OF
i3y THE SUPKREME MILITARY COUNCIL,
i\
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PLEASE PASS SECRETARY'S PARTY

MONROVIA POR A#BASSADOR SHIRLEY TEMPLE BLACK

B, U, 116521 n/a

TAGS8: nVIP (XISSIMNGER, MENRY A,) GH

SUBJs LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT FROM GENERAL ACHEAMPONG

REFs ACCRA 3251

FOLLDWING I8 TEXT OF LETTER FROM GHWANA HEAD OF STATE, GENERAL
ACHEAMPONG TO THE PRESIDENTS

BUOTE) GEAR #R, PRESIDENT,

I MUST THANK YOU VERY SINcERELY FOR YOUR LETTER OF 22ND APRIL,
1578, STRESSING THE IMPORTAWCE OF THE TMEM PROJECTED VISIT OF
DR, KISSINGER, YOUR SECRETARY OF S8TATE, TO GHANA AND OTHER
AFRIGCA» COUNTRIES,

I HAL VERY HUCK LUDKED FORWARD TOD TWIS VISIT FIRST BECAUSE OF THE
UNIGUE OPPORTUNITY IT PRESENTED FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF OUR
BILATERAL RELATIONS AND ALSO FOR THE CLARIFICATION OF THE

VIEWS nF OUR THO COUMTRIES, “HICH HAD DIFFERED ON OCCASIONS,

ON THE PRUBLEMS OF SOUTHERN ArRxCA. YOUR LETTER MAD INTRIGUED
ME VERY MUCH BECAUSE OF YOUR INTIMATION THAT THE VISIT OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE #0ULD MARK A NEW DEPARTURE IN THE AFRICAN
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES, YOUR REQUEST THAT I GIVE (SIC)
COUNBEL AND ADVICE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE QN AFRICAN AFFAIRS
WAS ONEB THAT I HAD INTENDED TD HONOYR TO THE FULL,

IT I8 THEREFORE TU ME PERSONALLY A MOST DISAPROINTING OCCYRRENCE
THAT I 8HQULD IN THE VERY WEEK OF THE IMPENDING VISIT BE

FORCED B8Y ILLNESS TO PUT QFF ALL ENGAGEMENTS, DESPITE THIS
FACT, ! #WAS8 HOPING THAT IT 4“OuLD BE POSSIBLE FOR THE VISI?

TO GO nn In THE EXPECTATION THAT I WOULD BE STRONG ENOUGH’

BY THE TIME THE SECRETARY OF STATE ARRIVED TD RECEIVE HIM
PERSONALLY, UNPORTUNATELY, MY SITUATION WORSENED SOMEHMOW AND

On THE 27TH OF APRIL, IT BECAME OBVIOUS TO ME THAT MY
EXPECTATIONS REGARDING MY WEALTH WERE MISPLACED, YOUR AMBASSADOR,

"W ek oW ¥ ow w wWHSR COMMENT v » & % w & % % o oW
SCONHCROFT , HYLAND ,MCFARLANE ; HORAN
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MR, PRESIDENT, CANNOT DENY THE FACT THAT I HAVE NOT BEEN

TO THE GFPICE SINCE THE EASTER HMOLIDAYS,

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PUSSIBLE TO LET THE v:s:T G0 ON ALL THE SAME

SO0 THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE COULD BE RECEIVED AND

DISCUSSIONS HELD #ITH HIM AT A LOWER BUT APPROPRIATE LEVEL,

DISAPPOINTING THOUGH THIS wQULD HAVE BEEN TO ME PERSONALLY,

I HAD REEN PREPARED TO LET THE VISIT 60 ON UNDER SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCES,

SBINCE THE TIME THE VISIT TO GHANA BY DR, KISSINGER WAS ANNDUNCED,

HOWEVER, THERE HAC BEEN MOUNTING PROTESTS IN DUR NEWSPAPERS

AND SE NAD CONTINUED TO RECEIVE INDICATIONS OF POSSIBLE PUBLIC

DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND DISRUPTION

OF PUBLIC ORDEBR, IT WAS FQR THESE REASONS THAT MY GOVERNMENT

MAD NOT ITSELF ANNOUNCED THE ACTUAL CATE QF THE VISIT AND THE

PROGR *#ME THMAT MAC BEEN DRAWN UP BUT WAS WAITING FOR THE

LAST 2SSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THEM PUBLIC, WE WERE

COMVINCED THAT #E COUWD CONTAIN SUCH PUBLIC DEHONSTRATIONS

EVEN THMOUGH THWEY »0ulLU WAVE BEEn EMBARRASSING TO 8CTH OUR

TWO GOVERNMENTS AND TO THE SECRETARY QF STATE, BY LATE MORNING

OF THE 27TH OF APRIL, HOWEVER, I RECEIVED & REPORT ON THE

SECURITY SITUATION CONMECTED dITH THE VISIYT “WICH INDICATED

RAPID NETERIORATIOM AND WHICM CONVINGED ME THAT InN ORDER YO

ENSURE THE SECURITY OF TME SECRETARY OF STATE AND TQO MAINTAIN

PUBLIC ORDER OURING WIS VISIT, STRONG DETACHMENTS OF RIOT

POLICE AND DTHER SECURITY PERSONNEL WOULD HAVE WAD TO BE

BROUGHT In FROM THE REGIONS TO REINFORCE THE CONTINGENTS IN

ACCRA, THE TIME %AS8 TOO SHMORT TO TARE ANY SUCH ACTION, RY'

PRESECE ON THE BCEnME WOULD MAVE CERTAINLY REMQVED ANY POSSIBLE

EMBAR ASSHMENT TO OUR THWO GOVERNMENTS, BUT I WAS NQT AROUND,

THE R THER GRI® IMPRESSION THAT ANY INCIDENTS MIGHT HWAVE G:VEN

TO THe VISIT ~A8 ONE I FELT COULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED,

IT way THIS COMBINATION OF, FIRSTLY, MY OWN INABILITY TO

RECEY * THE SECRETARY QF SYATE PERSONALLY BECAUSE I WAS

INDIS- GSED, AND TG HONOUR YOU THROUGH HIM IN THE LJGHT QF THE

CONTENTS OF YOUR LETTER) AND, SECONDLY, THE VEXED SECURITY

SITUATION WHICH BECAUSE OF MY ABSENCE FROM THE SCENE POSED

A SERIOUS PROBLE™ THAT DICTATED THE MQST REGRETTABLE

DECISION TO CALL OFF THE vISIT,

MR, PRESIDENT, YOU SHOULD BE HDRE AWNARE TMAN AMY QTHER, THAT

THE GOVERNMENT QF GHANA CANNOT BE SUBJECTED YD RRESSURES PROM

ANY FOREIGN QUARTER, AND wBERE THIS EVEN POSSIBLE, THE BILATERAL

RELATIONS BETWEEN GHANA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE SUCH THAY

WE WDULD NOT COUNTENANCE INTERFERENCE BY ANY THIRD STATE, THE

SPECULATIONS THAT PRESSURES FROM FOREIGN SOURCES WERE EITHER

THE mAIM REASONS OR FORMED PART OF THE REASONS FOR THE CANCELLAT=
I0N OF THE GHANA VISIT ARE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED,

BELTEVE HE “HEN I SAY THAT THE DECISION TO CANCEL THE VISIT

WAS MOT TAKEN LIGHTLY AND THAT IT WAS ONE OF QFFICIAL ACTIONS

THAT I HAVE TAKEN =ITH GREAT RELUCTANCE, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE

RECALLED
PENE22146Y PAGE a2 TOR1121/7188472 CTGE3215062Z APR 78

WAl O N—F L B N T I AL akwrann8 COPY o ca

- LB
g s

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



ENNNNNREf i Pt BN TP TR et e v e w8 COPY

~

IT TO BE XN THE BEST INTEREST OF GHANAmAMERICAN RELATIONS FOR
SUCH A DECISION TO BE TAKEN, HOWEVER DISTASTEFUL IT WAS TO HE
PERSONALLY AND MY CQLLEAGUES IN THE GOVERNMENT OF GHANA,

I KNOw THE GREAT EFFORTS WNICH YOUR ABLE AND WARDwWORKING
AMBASSADOR TO GHANA, MRS, SHIRLEY TEMPLE BLACK, WHOSE PRESENCE
IN uMAMA I PERSONALLY, AND ALL MY COLLEAGUES or THE BOVERRMENT
OF “NE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL VALUED (SIC) VERY MUCH,

HAD MADE TO ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE VISIT OF THE SECRETARY
OF 8TATE, 1 COULD THEREFORE IMAGINE HER PERBONAL DISAPPOINTMENT
AT THE SUDDEN TUR OF EVENTS AND I WOULD HAVE VERY MUCH
WISHEC TO BE ABLE TC TALK TO MER FERSONALLY AND EXPLAIN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES, A8 I HAVE LEARNED THAT SHE HAS ALREACY LEPT
FOR CONSULTATIONS «ITH HER GOVERNMENY, 1 S$MOULD BE GRATEFUL
IF MY REASSURANCES COULD BE CONVEYED TO HER, I PERSONALLY
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING HER SOON In GHANA WHERE 8ME I8 ALWAYS
SURE OF A WARM wELCOUME,

1 WAVE INSTRUCTED MY AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES, WIS
EXCELLENCY MR, 8,E, QUARM, wHO HAD BEEN CALLED HOME TO ASS818Y
WITH THE ARRANGEMENTS OF THE VISIT, TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON'
IMMEDIATELY AND TO PERSONALLY WAND OVER THIS LETTER TU YOU
AND CONVEY MY HIGHEBT PERSONA|, REGARDS AND DEEPEST REGRETS
FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND EMBARRASSMENT THAT THE

CANCELLATION OF THE VISIT MAS CALSED TO YOU PERSONALLY,

THE SECRETARY 0OF STATE AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES,
WITH SENTIMENTS OF MY HIGHEST ESTEEN,

BINCER!LY,

(SIGNED)

GENERAL I,K, ACHEA®PONG

MEAD OF STATE AND CHAIRMAN OF

THE SUPREWE MILITARY COUNCIL

3BTH APRIL 1976,

UNGUDTE,
LINEHAN
BY
RECALLED
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