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NSC 4133 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

October 1, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. GEORGE S. SPRINGSTEEN 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Presidential ltrs to Lon Nol and 
Urn Sirn 

REFERENCE: 

The attached document is transmitted for 
additional processing/forwarding as may be 
required. The Lon Nolletter is to sent to 
Arnb. Urn Sirn for further forwarding. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1974 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: · 

Thank you for your letter of September 16 
transmitting President Lon Nol' s letter of 
September 8. I would appreciate your sending 
my reply to him at your ear~iest opportunity. 

May I also express my appreciation for your 
kind words regarding my country's assistance 
to Cambodia. 

Sincerely, ;,) 

lt4R· i. 

His Excellency 
UmSim 
Ambassador of the Khmer Republic 
4500 16th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20011 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

\VASHINGTON 

October 1, 1974 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your letter of September 8 regarding the Khmer 
credentials issue at the United Nations General 
Assembly reached the White House on the day of 
my address before that body in New York. The 
kind words you wrote of my country's support for 
Cambodia were most appreciated. 

I fully share your concern over the serious effects 
o£ the credentials challenge. I wish to assure you 
of our continuing and full support, not only on this 
issue but in the search for a peaceful solution to 
the tragi(; war in Cambr-cli<". As I stated at the 
General Assen1.bly with refe:rence to Indochina, 
11Peace cannot be imposed from without, but we 
will do whatever is within our capacity to help 
achieve it. 11 

In closing, I wish to renew my expression of ad
miration for your leader ship and that of your Gov
ernment in the courageous determination of the 
Khmer people to achieve a just peace. 

His Excellency 
Marshal of the Khmer Armies 
Lon Nol 
President of the Khmer Republic 
Phnom Penh 

1133 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

September 25, 1974 

MEMO FOR: PAUL THEIS 

FROM: KEN QUINN 

Please clear the attached draft 
letters to President Lon Nol of 
Cambodia and the Cambodian 
Am bass ado r Urn Sim from 
President Ford. 

Thank you. 

(Please call Pat on x4966 

to pick up when cleared) 



LE PRESIDENT 

DE LA 

AEPUBLIQUE KHMERE 

Son Excellence 

Phnom-Penh, le 8 SEPTEMBRE 

Monsieur le President, 

Je voudrais tout d'abord vous remercier tout 
particulH~rement des aimables paroles et declarations 
tres rassurantes que Votre Excellence a bien voulu 
prononcer a l'endroit de la Republique Khmere au 
lendemain meme de la prise de vos hautes et delicates 
fonctions de President des Etats-Unies d'Amerique. 

Qu'il me soit permis cependant, Excellence, 

1974 

de vous faire part, a la veille de 11ouverture des travaux 
de la 29eme session de l'Assemblee Generale de l'ONU, 
de mes serieuses preoccupations sur la perspective et 
l'is sue de la lutte politique et diplomatique tre s serree 
que nous allons mener ensemble pour faire triompher 
la Justice et le Droit devant cette Haute Instance Internationale 

Votre Excellence l'a deja su, et mieux que 
quiconque, qu'au stade ou nous en sommes, l'issue de 
cette bataille commune serait hasardeuse et pourrait 
nous etre fatale a la moindre erreur ou defaillance 
de notre part. En effet, Vous en conviendriez avec moi 
que nos adversaires vont tout mettre en oeuvre, y compris 
les basses et calomnieuses manoeuvres, pour abattre 
la Republique Khmere a l'ONU et installer au siege de 
ses Representants legitimes ceux du gouvernement en 
exil du Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 

Monsieur GERALD FORD 
President des Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique 

WASHINGTON 

. . . 2. 
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Le temps travaillant contre eux, nos adversaires vont 
certainement multiplier leurs efforts et intrigues de 
toutes sortes pour en finir avec nous a la presente 
session. 

Certes, si le pire etait arrive a notre Slege 
a l'ONU, e'en aurait ete fait de la justice, du Droit et 
de tous les principes fondamentaux de la Charte des 
Nations Unies sur lesquels s 1appuient l'ensemble des 
Nations democratiques et libre, et ~ 'aurait ete le 
commencement de la fin meme de l'ONU qui est une 
noble organisation pour laquelle la puissante et vaillante 
nation americaine a beaucoup fait pour la mettre sur 
pied et la consolider depuis bientot 30 ans. Il serait 
peut-etre superflu de rappeler ici toutes les innombrables 
activites et interventions que les Etats Unis d'Amerique 
amis ont entreprises - et vont encore entreprendre,- en 
faveur de la Republique Khmere, tant aupres de l'ONU 
qu'aupres des autres pays amis. Le peuple khmer tout 
en tier, par ma voix, leur exprime une nouvelle fois 
sa tre s profonde reconnaissance. 

Mais devant la determination de l'adversaire 
et des partisans d'accaparer coute que coute notre 
siege a la presente session de l'ONU, et devant la 
gravite du desastre qu 'aurait entratne au Droit, a la 
Securite et a la bonne harmonie internationales, 
l 1expulsion eventuelle de notre delegation de cette Haute 
Instance Internationale je me fais un imperieux devoir 
de faire appel specialement a Votre Excellence, 
Illustre Leader du vaillant peuple americain pour 
redonner une nouvelle impulsion a nos actuels efforts 
concertes aupres des pays amis et de ceux qui gardent 
encore une attitude abstentioniste a l'egard du probleme 
khmer, et ceci, en vue de faire triompher notre cause 
commune. 

. • • 3. 
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Je vous prie d'agreer, Monsieur le President, 
les assurances de ma tres haute et cordiale consideration./-

Marechal LON NOL 



Wa6hington, Septemb~ 16, 1974 

Exc.e.Uency: 

1 have the hono.tr. to p.tr.el!ent to you the encl..o.6ed me6.6age, 
togeth~ wLth ou.tr. unonfi.-i.da.t tJr.an.6R.ailon n.tr.om Mct!L6ha.t Lon NoR.., 
P.tr.el!.ident on the Khm~ Republic.. 

Taking advantage on th.i-6 oc.c.a6.ion, may 1 al.6o exp.tr.e6.6 my 
mo.6t .6.inc.~e thank/., nOJr. the C.On.6.ide.tr.a.Uon and a6.6.i.6tanc.e you have 
.6o fUndltj extended to my c.ount.tr.y dwUng th.i-6 cU..nn.ic.uU pe.tr.iod .in 
o u.tr. h.i-6 to.tr.y • 

PR..ea6e ac.c.ept, Exc.e.Uenc.y, the a6.6u.tr.anc.e on my highel!t 
c.on.6.id~a.Uon. 

H.i-6 Exc.e.Uenc.y. 
G~d Fo.tr.d 

P.tr.el!.ident on the Unlied Statel! 
0 n Ame.tr.ic.a 

White HoMe, Wa6hington, V. C. 

Um S.im 
Amba6.6 ado.tr. 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

September 30. 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER ~ 

Suggested Replies to Letters to You 
from Khmer President Lon Noland 
Khmer Ambassador Urn Sim 

4133 

Khmer Republic President Lon Nol has written to you (Tab C) expressing 
appreciation for past U.S. assistance and requesting your support in 
the credentials fight in the United Nations. This letter was forwarded 
to you by Khmer Ambassador Um Sim who also wrote to thank you for 
U.S. aid (Tab D). 

I attach suggested replies from you to President Lon Nol and Ambassador 
Um Sim. Your reply to President Lon Nol (Tab A) states your concern 
over the Khmer credentials question, pledges continued U.S. support 
both on that question and in the search for peace, and expresses 
admiration for the determination of the Khmer people. 

Your reply to Ambassador Um Sim (Tab B) thanks him for his kind 
remarks and asks him to convey your letter to Lon Nol. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft letters and approves. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letters at Tabs A and B. 



. MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
4133 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 

September 26, 1974 

SECRETARY KISSINGER 

KENNETH M. QUINN fO;u.£2._ 

Suggested Replies to Letters to the 
President from Khmer President Lon Nol 
and Khmer Ambassador Urn Sim 

Khmer Republic President Lon Nol has written to the President (Tab C) 
expressing appreciation for past U.S. assistance and requesting his 
support in the credentials fight in the United Nations. This letter was 
forwarded to the President by Khmer Ambassador Urn Sim who also 
wrote to thank the President for U.S. aid (Tab D). 

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President transmitting 
suggested replies to these two letters. The reply to President Lon Nol 
states the President's concern over the Khmer credentials question, 
pledges continued U.S. support both on that question and in the search 
for peace, and expresses admiration for the determination of the Khmer 
people. 

The reply to Ambassador Urn Sim thanks him for his kind remarks and 
asks him to convey the President's letter to Lon Nol. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft letters and approves. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. ' ~ -. }'l 
\"_/' 

.ft"" 

W. R. Smyser concurs. 
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Phnom Penh, S~ptember 8, 1974 

Mr. President: 

First I wish to thank you for your kind words and 
the reassuring statement on the Khmer Republic which you 
made the day following your assumption of the high and delicate 
functions of President of the United States of America. 

On the eve of the opening of the 29th Session of 
the U.N. General Assembly, allow me, Excellency, to bring to 
your attention my serious concern over the prospect and the 
outcome of the very tough diplomatic and political struggle 
which we will undertake together for the triumph of Justice 
and Right before this World Body. 

Your Excellency, more than anyone else, are aware 
that at the present stage the outcome of our common battle 
would be risky and even fatal for us, if there was the slight
est error or failure on our part. In fact, you would agree 
with me that our adversaries will deploy all out effort, in
cluding abject and calumnious manoeuvers to fight the Khmer 
Republic at the United Nations. so that they can install in the 
place of its legitimate representatives those of the government
in-exile of Prince Norodom Sihanouk. Knowing that time is 
working against them, our adversaries will certainly multiply 
their efforts and set up all sorts of intrigue in order to 
finish with us at this present session. 

Indeed, if the worst were to happen to our seat at 
the United Nations, that would be the end of justice, right 
and all fundamental principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations on which lie all free and democratic nations, and the 
end of the United Nations itself, a noble institution which 
the great and valiant American nation has done so much to help 
create and consolidate for almost 30 years. Perhaps it would 
be superfluous to recall here the innumerable activities and 
interventions undertaken -- and will be undertaken -- by the 
United States of America in favor of the Khmer Republic at the 
United Nations as well as with friendly countries. The whole 
Khmer people, through my voice, once again, express a profound 
gratitude. 

However, facing the determination of the adversary and 
its partisans to take over at all cost our seat at the present 
session of the U.N., and the gravity of the disaster which might 
be caused to Right, Security and international good harmony by 
the eventual expulsion of our delegation from this World Body, 

I I .. 
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I feel a pressing duty to make a special appeal to Your 
Excellency, the Illustrious Leader of the valiant American 
people, to impinge a new impetus on our present concerted 
efforts to secure support from friendly countries as well 
as from countries which are still observing an uncomitted 
attitude toward the Khmer problem, and all this, for the 
triumph of our common cause. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of 
my highest and cordial consideration. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford 

President of the United States 
of America 

Marshal LON NOL 

White House, Washington, D.C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

S/S-7417992 
NSC-4133 

UNCLASSIFIED September 24, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Draft Replies to Letters from Khmer 
Ambassador and President Lon Nol to 
President Ford 

Attached are suggested replies to Ambassador 
Urn Sirn of the Khmer Republic and to President Lon 
Nol. The first thanks the Ambassador for trans
mitting the Marshal's letter and for his kind words 
regarding US assistance. The second thanks Presi
dent Lon Nol for his letter regarding the forth
corning Khmer credentials issue in the UNGA and as
sures him of our full support. The President also 
expresses admiration for Lon Nol's leadership and 
the determination of the Khmer to achieve a just 
peace. 

Ambassador Urn Sirn's letter was a transmittal 
note with his added thanks for US assistance to 
Cambodia. Marshal Lon Nol's letter expressed ap
preciation for past US help on the Khmer creden
tials issue in the UNGA, cited this year's expected 
difficulties at the 29th Session and requested con
tinued assistance. 

Also attached are incoming 
lation of Lon Nol's 1 er. 

Attachments: 

1. Draft letter to Urn Sirn 
with incoming of Sept. 16 

2. Draft letter to Lon Nol 
with incoming of Sept. 8 
and translation 

trans-

I 
\~· 



Dear Mr. President: 

Your letter of September 8 regarding the United Nations 

General Assembly reached the White House on the day of my 

address before that body in New York. The kind words you wrote 

of my country• s support for yours were most appreciated. 

I fully share your concern over the serious effects 

of this challenge. Therefore, I wish to assure you of our continuing 

and full support, not only on this issue, but in the basic search for 

a peaceful solution to the tragic war in Cambodia. As I stated at 

the General Assembly with reference to Indochina, 11 Peace cannot be 

imposed from without, but we will do whatever is within our capacity 

to help achieve it. 11 

In closing, I wish to renew,my expression of admiration 

for your leadership and that of your Government in the courageous 

determination of the Khmer people to achieve a just peace. 

His Excellency 
Marshal of the Khmer Armies 
Lon Nol 
President of the Khmer Republic 
Phnom Penh 

Sincerely, 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

Mr. Ambassador: 

Thank you for your letter of September 16 

transmitting President Lon Nol's letter of Sep-

tember 8. I would appreciate your sending my 

reply to him at your earliest opportunity. 

May I also express my appreciation for 

your kihd words regarding my country's assist-

ance to Cambodia. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 

Urn Sim, 

Ambassador of the Khmer Republic. 

Department of State 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your letter of September 8 regarding the 

for Lhcolll±iig (truner ciedentials i!l!l~~ at::tlk& ~g"&Q 
~~United Nations General Assembly reached the 

White House on the day of my address before 

t~!l~ry in New York. The kind words you 

wrote of my country's support for yours were 

most appreciated. 

I ~~noted yel:lr jYatified preocGl:i;patiatl 
~ c·,iv'\. ~''-'f.J.v-."' .... ~ ~"b ? 

over the~outcome of th~Schallenge.te ~he Khmer 

!\ Ra.p1i:Slic' s eLedential~::fi £t:!::::!'. .. ef.£e.ct 

thaf-this -•edd have orr the---tJ.:a-it--ed-Nations r--.it:--

in the basic search 16 &••• i1ur n tt for a 

peaceful solution to the tragic war in Cambodia. 

As I stated at the General Assembly with refer-

ence to Indochina, "Peace cannot be imposed from 

without, but we will do whatever is within our 

capacity to help achieve it." 

llt 
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In closing, I wish to renew ~ expression 

of admiration for your leadership and that of 

your Government in the courageous determination 

of the Khmer people to achieve a just peace. 

His Excellency 

Lon Nol, 

Sincerely, 

Marshal of the Khmer Armies, 

President of the Khmer Republic, 

Phnom Penh. 

Department of State 



NSC #4133 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 
74179~2 

To: Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Ikde: September 17, 1974 

ACTION REQUESTED 

X Draft reply for: 

---- President's siqnature. 
____ Undersiqned's siqnature. 

___ - Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

___ Direct reply. 

-----Furnish information copy. 

___ Suitable acknowledqment or other 
appropriate handling. 

_____ Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

___ For your information. 

___ For comment. 

REMARKS: 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essenti4/.. 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 

please telephone the undersigned immediately, 

Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re
quested. 

Suspense date: September 24, 1974 

Description: 

X Letter: Telegram: Other: 

To: President Gerald Ford 
From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

Marshal Lon Nol, President of Khmer Republic (via Amb. Urn Sim) 
September 8, 1974 
re Cambodia's present position re its seat in the UN 

By direction of the President: 

for JEANNE W. DAVIS 

(Copy to remain with correspondence) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Your tter of September 8 regarding the Khmer 
creden ·als issue at the United Nations General 
Assemo y reached the White House on the day of 
my addr ss before that body in New York. The 
kind wor s you wrote of my country's support for C.~~ 
-¥'0'*P8 we e most appreciated. 

~~"'"411.~""""'A 

I fully lsha your concern over the serious effects 
of t=al chal nge. TJwrefere, I wish to assure you 
of our conti ing and full support, not only on this 
issue but in t e search for a peaceful solution to 
the tragic war in Cambodia. As I stated at the 
General Assem ly with reference to Indochina, 
rrpeace cannot o imposed from without, but we 
will do whatever · s within our capacity to help 
achieve it. rr 

In closing, I wish t renew my expression of ad
miration for your le dership and that of your Gov
ernment in the coura ous determination of the 
Khmer people to achie e a just peace. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Marshal of the Khmer Armies 
Lon Nol 
President of the Khmer Republic 
Phnom Penh 

< 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

June 6, 1975 

GENERALSCOWCROFT 

Jeanne W. Da~ 
Letter to Lon Nol 

3684 

Lon Nol has written the President the letter at Tab B in which he describes 
the situation in Cambodia and requests that he be allowed to continue 
medical treatment at Tripler. 

State Department has prepared the draft response at Tab A in which we 
concur. I am uncertain, however, as to who should sign the letter on 
behalf of the President. I do not believe the President should write to 
a deposed President, yet signature by Roland Elliott on behalf of the 
President seems too much of a come-down. One solution would be to 
have someone at State, possibly Phil Habib, answer on behalf of the 
President. Or, you may wish to sign the letter. 

Your guidance is requested. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you indicate your preference as to who should sign the reply to 
former President Lon Nol. 

Prepare a letter for the President's signature -----
Prepare the letter for Roland Elliott's signature -----

Prepare the letter for ,my signature ---=-

££) Remand to State for signature by Habib 

Other ----

. ~ -' 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 10, 1975 

3864 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Reply to Letter from Lon Nol 
(S/S 7511180) 

The attached revised reply to Lon Nol has been approved by 
General Scowcroft. We now believe the reply should be signed 
by Assistant Secretary Habib. 

Attachment 



SUGGESTED RESPONSE 
~·""'¢~ 

The President has asked me to 

/ '.;'·· <(\ 
I __., 
! DJ .: 
r -· :1J ~ 

~ ';~~ 
reply to your letter of May~ 

Dear Mr. President: 

in which you discussed the situation in Cambodia prior to and since 

your departure, the lot of Khmer refugees and your own situation 

and that of your close associates in Hawaii. You also requested 

continued medical treatment at Tripler for yourself and Mrs. Lon Nol. 

The President snared your concern and deep personal anguish 

over events which led to the end of combat on April 17. Like you, 

we have since been appalled by reports portraying efforts to seriously 

alter Khmer society. While many of the stories are unconfirmed, 

enough has emerged to indicate a time of terrible trial and suffering for 

the Cambodian people. It is difficult to know whether we and other 

countries can at present exercise any influence upon developments in 

Cambodia. Nevertheless, we continue to hope and will urge that the 

pressure of concerned nations be chanelled through all available means 

to exert a restraining influence on the new regime. 

I am glad to be able to inform you that many of the Khmer refugees 

who left Cambodia just before and after April 17 have now reached the 

United States. They are now in the care of a number of American 

voluntary agencies which are doing their utmost to find jobs and to 
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resettle them throughout the United States. This effort is being 

supported in part with governmental funds. One of the guidelines for 

the agencies is that they should attempt to keep family groups together. 

It has been particularly gratifying to note that many Americans who 

formerly served in our Mission in Cambodia and other friends of 

Cambodia have come forward with offers of help for the refugees they 

knew. In response to your request that these people be allowed to take 

American nationality, I can assure you that they can do so, and we very 

much hope to welcome many of them as American citizens in the future. 

We would leave this to their choice, however. 

While we understand your feelings respecting the formation of a 

Khmer foreign legion, this is simply not possible in the United States. 

With respect to you, Mr. President, we have been especially happy 

to learn of the rapid way in which you have settled in Honolulu. We have 

been assured that there will be no problem with respect to your funds being 

allowed into the United States from the banks where they have been on 

deposit. We have spoken to Mr. Walstrom in Hawaii about Major General 

Kang Keng and Mr. Chhang Song. Mr. Walstrom is fully prepared to assist 

them. He has already alerted the appropriate voluntary age.ncies in 

Hawaii, so that these may be of assistance, too. 

We would like to respond positively to your request that you and your 

wife be able to continue to go to Tripier for medical treatment. We regret, 

however, that this will not be possible due to the regulations governing the 

use of such facilities. Nevertheless, I know that your 
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friends at Tripler will be more than ready to recommend to you the 

best available American civilian doctors in Honolulu. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, allow me to express in the President's 

name our best wishes for your continued improvement in health and for 

the happiness of yourself, Mrs. Lon Noland your children in the United 

States. 

Sincerely, 

-Y·~· 

• ··'<'"" 
'.,. ,.-.-. 

\~ 

His Excellency 

Lon Nol, 

Honolulu, Hawaii 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 49321 
MM/SKP 
French 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC 

Mr. President: 

The Khmer authorities and our friends arranged my official departure 

from the country to make it possible for them easily to conduct uncondi-

tional negotiations, end the war, achieve peace, and hold popular elec-

tions. I was encouraged to leave with the prospect that, while I was 

away, preparations would be made to reconcile the Khmers in a democratic 

manner. 

It was understood that at that future time I would not be an ob-

stacle and that I would consequently make all the proper gestures to 

help achieve national reconciliation. I left on April 1, 1975 and 

arrived in Hawaii on April 11, 1975. 

One unexpected development was friends' failure to offer appropriate 

assistance. The acting President's blunder of leaving without advising 

anyone in Phnom Penh was a second unexpected development. These two 

factors did not lead to a democratic end to the war; specifically, the 

second factor seriously broke the spirit of resistance of our troops and 

the people of Phnom Penh. Consequently, for lack of means, the fighting 

had to cease on April 17, 1975. 

His Excellency Gerald Ford, 
President of the United States of America. 
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Then, with a savagery repudiated by human conscience, for the first 

time since Nazism, the unthinkable occurred. The Khmers Rouges do not 

respect international prisoner of war rules or sacred human and civic 

rights. 

It has been reported that combatants who surrendered under the white 

flag were executed; leaders and many citizens as well; monks also ••• 

This apparently extended even to notables and people who took shelter in 

foreign embassies or under the protection of the International Red Cross, 

who were taken by force at bayonet-point and later executed. This was 

also a violation of diplomatic immunity. 

Then followed the orders given by the Khmers Rouges to the people of 

Phnom Penh to leave for the countryside, either to be executed or to 

be forced against their will to hard labor in the fields with, naturally> 

the new regime's concurrent systematic total expropriation of all their 

property. This expropriation is also a violation of universal human 

rights. 

Mr. President, you who represent a great friendly country, how do you 

view all this and what would you do about it? Are world institutions go-

ing to close their eyes to this monstrous holocaust? 

Our refugees, Mr. President, are in very unfortunate circumstances. 

I request you to consider the following for them: 

a. To bring them together if possible in a land where they will be 

:::::: ::.::::yt:0p::~:.::::::;so that they can live while waiting t~FORD))/ 
, () CP 

b. To enable the highly educated to rapidly pass an equivalency ( ~. } 
\''~" y.· .,_v 

examination and to allow them to teach, particularly to the refugees; ,, 
,... .. ~ ...... ,., 
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c. To make it possible for each refugee to be able, at his request, 

to acquire United States nationality, as an exception; 

d. To have formed a Foreign Legion unit for refugee Khmer soldiers. 

For your personal information, we have seven million Khmers inside 

Cambodia. In South Viet-Nam we still have three million Khmers, 'not 

counting the Khmers-Loeu. There are nine million Khmers in Thailand. 

The Foreign Legion unit could represent all the various Khmers of each /,, '?--· f-ORo~ 
r -..,_,/ ,., 

i ,,, OJ 

seized power by \u 
force, !therefore necessarily remain President of the Republic in accord-

region. 

With respect to myself, since the Khmers Rouges 

ance with our laws. I am describing my case for your information and at 

the same time requesting your protection and assistance insofar as pos-

sible. As regards Mr. Saukam Khoy's statement alleging that I had re-

ceived a bribe of $1,000,000 to quit the regime, you know it is not true. 

I have full written proof on this subject. In fact, mission expenses of 

$1,000,000 were given to me by letter of credit payable in several instal-

ments on the very morning of my departure from Phnom Penh on April 1, 1975. 

To date, barring some assistance from you, I have so far received 

only a small amount through Mr. Rives, your representative in Hawaii upon 

my arrival. Mr. Rives has certainly reported to you. 

Along the same lines and on the same subject, I can tell you that 

over my career, since 1956 several times Minister, Chief of the General 

Staff, President of the Council, and Commander-in-Chief, having at various 

times visited 37 foreign countries, during those, trips and long before 

March 18, 1970, I deposited some savings abroad. I am currently recovering 

them in order to meet the needs of about 15 members of my family abroad. 

I request you to please interce~to prevent any difficulties in my doing so. 
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In addition, among those who accompanied me on my mission and who 

are currently also stranded in Hawaii are Major General Kang Keng, 

physician, former Minister, current Director of Military Health, Doctor 

of Medicine of France, and my personal physician, and also Mr. Chhang 

Song, holding a graduate degree from the United States of America, former 

Minister of the Khmer Government. 

Neither of these persons currently has work. I request you to 

please assist them to find employment in Hawaii nea:t1 me. 

Lastly, my wife and I would be very grateful to you if ve could 

continue to receive medical care at Tripler where we have friends. 

In this spirit, Mr. President, accept, together with my very 

sincere thanks in advance, the assurance of my very high consideration. 

!() 
: ·-: 
1 " ....... 

\\\::~~~~ 
"\~V 

Hawaii, May 12, 1975 

[ s] Lon Nol 
Marshal Lon Nol 

President of the Khmer Republic 



LE PRESIDENT 

DE LA 

REPUBLIQUE KHMERE 

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, 

Les respon.sables khmers et nos amis ont arrange mon depart 
officiel du Pays pour qu'ils puissent facilement faire realiser 
les n6gociation.s sans conditions, finir la guerre, arriver 
a la paix et aux consultations populaires. 

On. m'encourageait a cela avec la perspective que tout en 
restant au loin, les preparatifs de la reconciliation des Khmers 
d 1 une fa~on democratique auraient lieu. 

Il etait sous-entendu qu'a ce moment futur, je ne serai pas 
l'obstacle et je ferais tous les gestes voulus en consequence 
pour cooperer a la realisation de la reconciliation nationale • 

.i'lon depart s • est fait le 1 er avril 1975, et mon arrivee a 
Hawaii fut le 11 avril 1975. 

Une chose non attendue fut le manque d 1actions d 1 e:m.tr 1aide 
appropriee de la part des amis. 

Une maladresse par le President interimaire de partir sans 
aviser personne de Phnom Penh fut une deuxieme chose non attendue. 

Ces deux facteurs n'ont pas donn,e democratiquement la fin 
de la guerre; notamment le deuxieme fact~ur a gravement casse 
l'esprit de lutte de resistance de nos troupes et de la popu
lation de Phnom Penh. 

Ainsi le combat dut-il cesser le 17 avril 1975, faute de 
moyens. 

Alors, d'tme fa~on. sauvage que renie la conscience humaine, 
pour la premiere fois apres le Nazisme, cette chose impem.sable 
s'est effeotuee. Les Khmers Rouges ne respectent. pas les regles 
internationales des prisonniers de guerre, ni'les droits saores 
de 1 1Homme et du Citoyen. 

D1apres les faits rapportes, les combattants qui se sont 
rendus sous le couvert du drapeau. blanc sont executes; lea 
dirigean.ts et de tras nombreux habitants aussi; des moines 
egalemen t... il y; aurai t. jusqu • aux personnali tes et gens qui 
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S 'abri taien~ dans les ambassades etrangeres OU;. SOUS la pro
tection de la c.roix Rouge Internationale, qui ont; ete repris 
par la force, au bout des baillonnettes et, puis execut-es; 
ensuite. L'immunite diplomatique fut ainsi violee aussi ••• 

Puis omt suivi les ordres donnees par lea Khmers Rouge & 
la population de Plm.om Penh de sortir a la campagne, soit. po"U· 
y; trouver la mort, soi ~ pour y; effectuer contre leur gre dea 
travaux forces des champs avec naturellemen.t par derriere si
multanement l'acte systematique d'e::x:propriation totale de tous 
leurs biens au profit du nouveau regime. Cette expropriation 
est aussi une violation des droits universals de l'Homme. 

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, 

Vous qui repr,sentez u:m.. grand pays ami, commen~ voyez-voua 
tout cela? Et. qu'en feriez-vous? 

Les institutions mondiales vont-elles fermer les yeux sur 
cette holocauste monstre? 

Concernant nos r.efugies, IviONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, ils sont. 
tres malheureu::x:. 

Je vous demande de bien vouloir envisager pour eu::x:: 

a) de les faire grouper si possible sur une terre ou ils 
seront aides pour kavailler pour la production qu.i le. ~ 
permettra de vivre en attendant de pouvoir plus tard, ai 
possible, retourner au pays. 

'fh.) de permettre au::x: hauts di pl8mes d' a voir un concours con
firmatifs rapide de leur capacit.e et. de leur permettre. 
de professer, notamment au profit des refugies. 

c) de permettre a chaque refugie de pouvoir, sur sa demande, 
prendre e::x:ceptionnellement la nationalit.e americaine. 

d) de faire former au profit des militaires khmers refugies 
un corps de Legion etrangere. 

Un renseignement pour votre haute information personnelle: 
nous avons 7 millions de Khmers interieurs au Camoodge. Au 
Sud Vietnam, nous avons encore 3 millions de Khmers, sans compte% 
les Khmers-Loeu. En Thailande, les Khmers sont de neuf' mllliollS .. 

Le Corps de Legion etrangere pourrait rester un representant
de tous les differents Khmers de chaque region. 

'"·'1 
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En ce qui me concerne, NONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, le pouvoir 
etant pris par la force par les Khmers Rouges, par la force 
des choses je reste ainsi President de la Republique de par 
le te::x:te de nos in·sti tutions ••• 

Je vous sggnale ici mon cas pour vot.re haute information et, 
je vous demande en mAme temps vot.re protection et assistance 
dans la mesure du possible. 

Concernant la declaration de H •. SAUKAH KROY comme quoi j 'aurai 
rec;u Uil. pot de vin de 1 million pO'Wt" abandonner le regime,. VOUS 
savez bien que non pas. 

J'ai toutes les preuves ecrites a ce sujet. 

Au juste, ces frais de mission de 1 million me sont donnas 
par Lettre de Credit a plusieurs echeances le ma~in m8me de mon 
depart de Phnom Penh soi~ le 1 er avril 1975. 

Jusqu'a present, sauf s'il y aurait.. aide quelQonque de votre 
part, je n'ai rec;u encore qu 1une petite somme grace a l'inter
vention de M. RIVES, vot.re representant~ a Hawaii lors de mon 
arrivee. N. RIVES n'aurait pas manque de vous en rewire compte 
certainement. 

Dans le m&me ordre d'idee et sur le m@me chapitre, je puis 
vous declarer que pendant.ma carriere, de 1956 plusieurs fois 
ministre, chef de l'EMG, President du Conseil et commandant. 
en chef, ayant a differentes epoques visite 37 pays etrangers, 
pendant ces voyages et bien avant le 18 mars 1970, j'avais depose 
quelques economies a l'e::x:terieur. Je suis en train actuellement. 
de les recuperer de fac;on a pou:voir subvenir au::x: besoins de ma 
famille a l'etranger qui est d'une quinzaine de personnes. 

Je vous demanderais de bien vouloir intervenir pour qu'on 
ne fasse pas de difficultes a cela. 

En outre, HONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, parmi ceu::x: qui m'ont accom
pagne pour ma mission et, qui sont echoues actuellement. ~ Hawaii 
aussi: 

- il y a le medecin major-general KAl'JG KENG, ancien miniske, 
actuel directeur de Sante militaire en titre, docteur de medecine 
de France,. et mon medecin personnel, 

• il y a en o~tre M. CHHANG SONG, haut dipl8me des USA, e::x:
ministre du Gouvernement khmer. 

Ces deux personnes n'ont pas de travail actuellement. Je voua 
demande de bien vouloir faire aider pour qu'ils puissent. trouver 
du travail a Hawaii, a c8te de moi. 
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Eni'in, moi-m@me et rna femme, si nous pouvions continuer a 
beneficier des soins medicaux de TRIPLER ou nous avons des amis, 
nous vous en serions tres reconnaissants. 

r~IONS lEUR LE PRESIDENT; 

C1 est dans cet esprit que je vous prie de bien vouloir agreer, 
en m@me temps a l'avance mes tres sinceres remerciements, 
!'assurance de ma tres haute consideration. 

SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR GERALD FORD HAvlAII, LE 12 JYIAI 1975 

PRESIDENT 

DES ETATS-UNIS D1AIViERIQ.UE Narechal LON NOL 
PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQ.UE KlL"lERE 
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From: Len Nol, former President of 
'Rhriier Republic 

Subject: Discus · 

•·· situati~n and re uest for continued medical treatment at Tri 1 r 

. 
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SUGGESTED RESPONSE 

Dear Hr. President: 

The President has asked me to reply to yo 

of May 12 in which you discussed the situati in Cam-

bodia prior to and since your departure, lot of Khmer 

associates in Hawaii. ~inally, you requested con-

tinued medical treatment at Tripler yourself and Mrs. 

Lon Nol. 

Qr>re.,,..r /, .. v<"r 

Q§il&:Qri.pt.ieft of 

April 17. Like 

ma-ny reports 
Ql£t>r 
rgma~ Khmer society. 

confirmed, enough has 

the end of combat on 

been appalled by ~ 
..cc /'I&? t.tr~ 

effort_s to oemplet: y 

of the stories are un-

erged to indicate a time of ter-

for the Cambodian people. 
w~e641- tve one/' o-rJi~r 

can at present exercise any influence upon developments 
t::tnd wt'// urr ~ 

in Cambodia. Nevertheless, we continue to hope~that the 
rtJn ""t" r n ,<f hc;.'-tf t!>'l.r 

pressure o werla opi;J:iol'l which is mmEQ gf the sitaatieft 
-6e chont./kd'-&hr~•Jr:?h QI/Clve,,fat/e ,-;-.~C/1;)$ t(1 

~~ea~~~~~~~ exert a restraining influence on the new 

regime 

His 
on Nol, 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Department of State 
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I am glad to be able to inform you that many of 

the Khmer refugees who left Cambodia just before and 

after April 17 have now reached the United States. 

Mese a:re still lodged in ema~e 8\UJR iUi "tha-& a-& Ceun 

PQaalet:'~A iA Ci lai:ieruia. They are now in the c re of 

a number of American voluntary agencies whi are do-

ing their utmost to find t:fl:em- jobs and resettle them 

throughout the United States. This 

supported in part with government 

fort is being 

funds. One of the 

. guidelines for the agencies is hat they should attempt 

to keep family groups toget r. It has been particularly 

gratifying to note that m ny Americans who formerly 

served in our Mission i Cambodia and other friends of 

Cambodia have come fo "'1. ard with offers of help for. the 

refugees they knew. In response to your request that 

these people be a lowed to take American nationality, I 

can assureyou 
•• at they cando so, and we very much 

hope to welco~ . many o~ them as American citizens in 
I • 

/ 

the future. ~e would leave this to their choice, how- t/~~ 
; ..,.. '; 

ever. 

While we understand your feelings respecting the 

i "U) \ . 

I :v! 
. :;;,, ! 

;;.) j: 
"\'•) 

;.~ ,/ 
"-....: / ------ . 

formation of a Khmer foreign legion, this is simply not 

possible in the United States. 
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With respect to you, Mr. President, we have been 

especially happy to learn of the rapid way in which ou 

YR4:iiQa _.tia58B. We have been assured that ther will be 

no problem with respect to your funds being llowed into 

the United States from the banks where t~y have been on 
J// 

deposit. We have spoken to Mr. Walst m in Hawaii about 

Major General Kang Keng and Mr. Ch ng Song. Mr. Wal-

strom is fully prepared to assis them. He has already 

alerted the appropriate volun ary agencies in Hawaii, so 

that these may be of assis nee, too. 

We would like to re pond positively to your request 

that you and your wife be able to continue to go to Trip- . 

ler for medical tre ent. we'regret, however, that this 
.~''-~'.// n/1~ I.e .. o-S.r/t!k_ •. . . 

i 

c!ilities only tq/members or for!fter taembers oi t:he thtlted 
! 

I . 

a -&at:e~ a±med "S¢z ces . N evert}:1e1.es s, I know that your 

friends .at Tylpler will be more than ready to recommend 
/ 

to you the/best available American civilian doctors in 
/ 

Honolulu •. / 

In /conclusion, Mr. President, allow me to express 
I 

I 
in the/President's name our best wishes for your continued 

j 
improyement in health and for the happiness of yourself, 
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Nrs. Lon Nol and your children in the United S tes. 

Sincerely, 

........ 



SUGGESTED RESPONSE 

Dear Mr. President: 

The President has asked me to reply to your letter 

of May 12 in which you discussed the situation in Cam

bodia prior to and since your departure, the lot of Khmer 
/ 

/ 
refugees

1
and your own situation and tha-t;/of your close 

associates in Hawaii. Finally, you a~ requested con-
; 

/ 
tinued medical treatment at Tripier £or yourself and Mrs. 

Lon Nol. 

We were much interested in and appreciative of your 
/ 

description of events which ed to the end of combat on 

April 17. Like you, since been appalled by the 

confirmed, enough emerged to indicate a time of ter-

rible trials and ffering for the Cambodian people. 

Neither the States nor any other country, except 

perhaps the of China and North Vietnam, 

t exercise any influence upon developments 

Nevertheless, we continue to hope that the 

of world opinion which is aware of the situation 

may exert a restraining influence on the new 

Hi Excellency 
Lon Nol, · 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Department of State 
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I am glad to be able to inform you that many of 

the Khmer refugees who left Cambodia just before and 

after April 17 have now reached the United States. 

Most are still lodged in camps such as that at Camp 

Pendleton in California. They are now in the care of 

a number of American voluntary agencies which are do-

ing their utmost to find them jobs and to resettle them 

throughout the United States. This effort is being 

supported in part with governmental funds. One of the 
I 

guidelines for the agencies s that they should attempt 

gratifying to note that any Americans who formerly 

Cambodia have come rward with offers of help for the 

refugees they In response to your request that 

these people be to take American nationality, I 

can assure you that they can do so, and we very much 

e many of them as American citizens in 

would leave this to their choice, how-

ever. 

W le we understand your feelings respecting the 

form~ion of a Khmer foreign legion, this is simply not 

possible in the United States. 
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With respect to you, Mr. President, we have b en 

especially happy to learn of the rapid way in you 

have settled down in Honolulu since your arri in the 

United States. We have been assured that 

no problem with respect to your funds be' allowed into 

the United States from the banks where have been on 

deposit. We have spoken to Mr. Hawaii about 

Major General Kang Keng and Mr. Mr. Wal-

strom is fully prepared He has already 

alerted the appropriate agencies in Hawaii, so 

that these may be of assista ce, too. 

We would like to resp nd positively to your request 

that you and your wife to continue to go to Trip-

ler for medical treatrn We regret, however, that this 

is impossible reserve such fa-

cilities only to of the United 

Nevertheless, I know that your 

friends at Tri ler will be more than ready to recommend 

to you the b st available American civilian doctors in 

Honolulu. 

Mr. President, allow me to express 

in resident's name our best wishes for your continued 

ernent in health and for the happiness of yourself, 
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Mrs. Lon Nol and your children in the Unite States. 

Sincerely, 



MEMORANDlJM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

June 6, 1975 

ROLAND E LIOTT 

Jeanne • Davis 

Rep to a Letter to the President 
fr m Lon Nol, Former President of 

e Khmer Republic 

Lon Nol, the former Presid nt of the Khmer H epublic, has written to 
the President (Tab B) des ibing the situation in Cambodia and requesting 
that he be allowed to con nue medical treatment at Tripier. 

At Tab A is a 
President. 

d reply from you to Lon Nol on behalf of the 
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REt-lARKS: Letter from Lon Nol received from Political Advisor's 
office 1 CINCPAC, and. reply s;ho~ld ~o . via sante ch,annel. · 

DOCU~1ENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: President Ford 

. Date: May 12, 1975 
-

·. 

From: Lon Noll former President of 
Khmer Republic 

Subject: Discussion of Cambodian 

situat±on and request for continued medical treatment at Tripier 

I ro 

Springsteen 
e Secretary 
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